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Check out the latest news on our
website rsp.pca.org
Check out images of RSR events at:
https://rsrpics.smugmug.com/

The Bahn Stormer
For Information or submissions
Contact Mike O’Rear
bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org
(Please put Bahn Stormer in the subject line)
Deadline: Normally by the end of the third
week-end of the month.

Material from the The Bahn Stormer may be reprinted
(except for ads) provided proper credit is given to the
author and the source.

For Commercial Ads Contact Mike O’Rear
bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org

Advertising Rates (Per Year)

Full Page: $650 Quarter Page: $225
Half Page: $375 Business Card: $100

Copy is the responsibility of the advertiser.

The Fast, Fun, Friendly Region

PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

“YOUR PERFORMANCE PRINTER”

CoWe

DESIGN & PRINT SERVICES

Editor’s Note: These are the folks who print our newsletter.
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Dexter 48103
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Mike O’Rear
Ann Arbor 48103
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South Lyon, 48178
web@rsp.pca.org
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Ann Arbor 48108
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Vacant
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Dru Huber

Brighton 48114
911huber@gmail.com

Other Board Members

Alex Green*
ahgreen2012@aol.com

Conrad Zumhagen*
Ann Arbor 48104
zumco@mac.com

Zone 4 Rep
Dave Stetson
Zone4Rep@national.pca.org

* Denotes Board Member
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Annual Rally Sport Region
Holiday Party

= | & General Membership Meeting— 2025
Date: Saturday, December 6th
C - Time : 6:30-9:30 PM
Where: Porsche of Ann Arbor
. 2575 S. State Street, Ann Arbor

Dress: Business Casual
RSVP by November 29th to mor734@gmail.com

Please join with fellow members and friends for an in-person evening of Holiday
Cheer brought to you by Germain Porsche of Ann Arbor and the Rally Sport
Region. The evening will feature multiple dining stations, a cash bar, and lots of

-
opportunities to mingle with friends old and new.

& There is no charge for the party, but as in past years we are asking you to support
two worthy charities. As we did last year, in addition to C.S. Mott Children’s
Hospital we are including the Southern Michigan Chapter of the United Spinal
Association (USASM) in our charity efforts. We hope you can support either or

- both. We are suggesting a total value of approximately $50/person.
Wish to contribute to Wish to contribute to

» Mott Children’s Hospital? United Spinal Association?
Bring an unwrapped toy(s), gift certificate, Bring a check made out to United Spinal
or check made out to UMHS Child & Association - Southern Michigan Chapter

Want to pay via PayPal? Then send funds

Family Life.
Remember Mott Hospital treats children to Unitedspinal.sm@gmail.com
from infants to age 18.

For more information on the Southern
For more information on C.S. Mott Michigan Chapter of the United 5p|na|
Children's Hospital's UMHS Child & Family ~ Association go to: https://
» Life fund go to: http://givetomott.org/ unitedspinal.org

ways-to-give/mot- t-wish-list/




From the Front Seat

By RSR President John Thomson

Bahn Stormer of the year, and
therefore my last column of this
term as your president. Else-
where in this issue you'll see the
ballot and candidate bios for this
year’s elections—please do take
time to read and vote either by
| mail, by email, or in person at the
. __ holiday party.

I’'m writing this on November 2, as the Polar Bear drive
has just wrapped up as our final driving event of the year.
In hindsight, my choice to spend a beautiful late fall day in-
doors watching the Lions underperform against the Vikings
was not a great one—I’'ve already seen some pictures and
report from the drive and you folks definitely had a better
day than | did! Whether it was scenic drives, TSD rallies,
HPDE events, the Porsches in the Park concours, Cars & Cof-
fee or Gathering, or any other form of driving, | hope you
got to really enjoy your car(s) this year—and for those of
you who use this time of year to swap on the winter tires
instead of putting the car to sleep, | hope you continue en-
joying it!

But the end of the “summer” driving season definitely
doesn’t mean an end to the club activities. Nick’s Tech Talks
at Stadium Auto are starting up, with a really cool “theme”
this year where you'll get to see an engine go from blown
up, through teardown and diagnosis, and then get reassem-
bled. Of course none of us would wish a blown engine on
anyone, but this is a great chance for everyone to learn from
it.

On the social side, we’ve still got two big events this year.
The annual Holiday Party on December 6 is always a won-
derful evening of enjoying the company of the members
while giving back to the community. And the Holiday Walk
at Meadowbrook Hall on December 13th should be really
fantastic—the former home of Matilda Dodge Wilson gets
decorated in spectacular fashion and really looks beauti-
ful—followed by lunch at Rochester Mills. And the newest
entry on the Rally Sport calendar, “Java with RSR” continues
twice a month throughout the year.

Planning for next year is already well underway—if you
ever think the region should be doing something new or dif-
ferent, or if you have an idea on how to do something bet-
ter, now is the best time to bring those ideas forward while

the calendar and plans for next year are still somewhat
fluid. Contact the relevant chair (contacts listed on page
3), or if you don’t know who, contact me at president@rsp.
pca.org. And if you want to find a way to participate more,
please come to a board meeting, or reach out to me or any
of the board members—there are lots of great ways to con-
tribute and we always welcome new faces and new voices.

And for planning your personal calendars, I'll make the
first pitch for blocking out time to attend Porsche Parade.
It’s a great experience every year, with an amazing cross
section of people and cars from throughout the US and
Canada, but 2026 may be particularly attractive due to the
location. It’s going to be in Lake Placid, New York, which is
worth going just for the scenery—it’s a truly beautiful area
and only a one-day drive away. While we had a great time
the last few years in Palm Springs, Birmingham, Alabama
and Oklahoma City, we’re certainly going to enjoy some
cooler temperatures and scenic routes in upstate New York.
Parade 2026 is June 14-20 (you don’t have to do the whole
week—lots of folks just do the first 2-3 days), which sounds
very far away, but registration will open in January so it’s
not too early to be thinking about it. Registering that early
isn’t required, but it is the only way to get the best choice of
hotels. Hope to see many of you there!

Finally, while | hope to see all of you at one of the re-
maining events this year, | want to take this chance to once
again thank all of you for making this such a great region
and club. The cars are undeniably great, but it really is the
people who make this club special and | want to make sure
you know how much | appreciate everyone in it.
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SPECIALTY & SPORTS CAR ADVISCR
Helping You Sell Your Porsche and Other Fine Automobiles

+1,734.645.5778
zumco@mac.com
www.zumhagen.com

Conrad Zumhagen
The Zumhagen Company LLC
Ann Arbor, Ml USA
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and brighl holiday season!

/\ 3080 Huron St. (M-59)
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RSR Calendar of Events

November 12 (Wed.) 7:00 PM: RSR Board Meeting
-- Sidetrack Bar and Grill in Ypsilanti

December 6 (Sat.): Holiday Party & Annual Meeting
-- Porsche of Ann Arbor (see ad on page 4)

December 13 (Sat.): Holiday Walk at the Dodge
House & Get Together at the Rochester Mills Beer
Company -- (see ad below)

January 10 (Sat.) 8:30 AM: Tech Talk at Stadium
Auto, 2405 West stadium Blvd., Ann Arbor (see
ad on page 23)

February 14 (Sat.) 8:30 AM: Tech Talk at Stadium
Auto, 2405 West stadium Blvd., Ann Arbor (see
ad on page 23)

March 14 (Sat.) 8:30 AM: Tech Talk at Stadium
Auto, 2405 West stadium Blvd., Ann Arbor (see
ad on page 23)

Recurring Event
Second and Fouth Wednesday every month,
9:00AM: Java Time with RSR -- Whitmore Lake
Coney Island (9457 Main St., Whitmore Lake) --
Host: Matt Huber (see ad on page 29)

Other Events of Interest

Third Saturday of every month, 9:00 AM: The Gath-
ering At Rennstatt (669 State Circle, Ann Arbor).

Please go to Motorsportreg.com
to register.
https:/msreg.com/25dodgetour

Questions Contact: Dru
Huber Email:
911Huber@gmail.com, Call or
Text: 810-588-0629

f4{ Time: 11:00 a.m. (Please plan to

Where: Meadow Brook Hall
350 Estate Dr.
Rochester, Ml 48309

When: Saturday, December 13, 2025
arrive at 10:45 a.m.)

Tour Cost: $20.50 for adults
$11 for children ages 3- 12

Lunch following the tour:
Time: 1:30p.m.
Where: Rochester Mills Beer
Company
400 Water St.
Rochester, Ml 48307




1st Grand Prize: A stunning 2026 Porsche 911 GTS + $35,000 cash
2nd Grand Prize: A sleek 2026 Porsche 911 Carrera + $35,000 cash

Fall 2025 Member-Only Raffle Now Open!

The wait is over! The Porsche Club of America is thrilled to kick off the Fall 2025
Member-Only Raffle, your exclusive shot at driving home a brand-new Porsche and
pocketing a massive cash prize. The raffle is open and runs until December 12, 2025.

Don’t wait. Every ticket you purchase boosts your chances of claiming
one of these dream prizes. Log in and click the link above to enter and
secure your chance at winning a piece of Porsche perfection. Drive.
Dream. Win. Good luck, members!

More information: pca.org/news/fall-2025-raffle
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Membership

Current Membership 617*

* Includes 389/ Primary Members

New Members
Jose Borrero & Jenny Hans Herfurth Cliff & Carolyn Knudsen Mark Upfal
Salinas-Borrero Ann Arbor, Ml Howell, MI Ann Arbor, Ml
Ann Arbor, Ml 2015 Black Boxster 2025 Orange 911 GT3 RS 2025 Blue 718 Boxster GTS
1986 Black 911 Carrera 4.0
Cabriolet Kevin Holmgren Justin Rogers
Brighton, Ml Dexter, Ml Ray Welker & Katherine
Rick & Peg DeFalco 2015 White 911 Carrera 4 2025 Green 718 Boxster Welker Leng
Ann Arbor, Ml GTS 4.0 Ypsilanti, Ml
2025 Blue Cayenne E-Hybrid 2022 Blue Macan S
Member Anniversaries
November Anniversaries: Kenneth Grigsby Jr...cccoevvevvvevienieenen. 7 Jill & Jeff Brueckheimer...........ccoue..u. 19
Alex & Barbara Nitsche.........cc.......... 7 Phil & Sarah Kingham..........c............ 18

John & Carole McConnell................. 60 James Plemmons .......cccccveveervenieennen. 7 Larry & Marylinda Webster.............. 15
John & Dawn Horner.........cccceeeveene 52 Greg & Elena Wayne .......ccccccvveenenne 7 Paul Eddleston ........cccceeveeeiieecienene 13
Dave & Cole Winston ........cccccvvevennes 44 TONY GOIA cuveevveereereere e 6 Keith & Kathy Knudsen...........cccue... 13
Mark Schettenhelm & Joan Walton .28 Eli Swetland........cccoevveviieiiiieciiees 6 Skip & Christopher Kuhn.................. 13
Timothy Shinn & Richard Lovernick.........cccevvvevvenieenen. 4 Ryan Beekman .......ccevveveevieeieennnens 11

Elizabeth Pielsticker..................... 28 Patrick West..... Michael & Nancy Lamarra.. .11

.4
Gerald & Kathleen Higgins ... .25 Mo Beidoun . .2 Bennett Borsuk ........ 7
Pat JesKi...occovvueerireeeiiieene .24 John Astle..... 1 Christopher Michalak.. .6
Bill & Linda Damon.. .23 Sam Awdish............... ! Rob & Cheryl Porter.... .6
Tim Norman............ ..20 Rachel & Tom Sullivan.........cccccevvvennes 1 Philip & Denise SWY .........c...... . 6
Pat & Amanda Paul .......ccccceevvvennnes 18 Christopher & Nathaniel Turner......... 5
George Gilligan.......cceeeeveeneeneenenne 13 December Anniversaries: Larry & Sue Butterfield.........c.ccouee..... 3
Chuck Palfi & Jane Clawson-Palfi ..... 13 Owen BUsCh ...cc.oeveviiiiiiicccce, 2
John & Diane Thomson..........c........ 13 Phil & Francie Kish .......cccccceeveevnennne 47 Steven Donnelly .......ccoveevveeeiieecieeen, 2
Frank & Holly Kunick.......ccccevverueennen. 9 TOM GreeN..ccuveeeeeeeeeeeieeee e 39 Lance McCarty....cccoeevvereeneesveneeennnn 1
Mike & JianPing McKelvey ................. 9 Brian Nao & Kathy Toy-Nao.............. 34 Amit & Madhurima Vashisht.............. 1
Miles Townsend-Robledo................... 9 William & Todd Houghton................ 26
Christian Mooradian & Alisha Les...... 8 James & Deanna Utsler.......c..c.c.... 23

Interested in becoming a member of the Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America?
See the details on joining on page 15
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The Hub-ofithe-Ann ArborPorsche
Community for more than 30 years

-

EXPERT SERVICE & MAINTENANCE
ENGINE & TRANSMISSION REBUILDS
TECHNICAL CONSULTING AND ADVICE
MONTHLY SOCIAL EVENTS
CUSTOMER VEHICLE STORAGE

SERVING RALLY SPORT REGION SINCE ITS INCEPTION

OWNED AN OP MBER
; ,‘El ;—

\Rennstatt is thekformance Division of ArborMotion

&

669 State Circle Ann Arbor, MI 48108 - (734) 761-1088

rennstatt.com

Photo by Connor Zatkovich




2025 RSR Color Tour

Story by Events Chair Dru Huber with pictures from the RSR SmugMug page

The RSR Color Tour, originally scheduled for October 19th,
was delayed a week due to inclement weather. On Sunday,
October 26th, 39 cars, 67 people, met at the Meijer’s park-
ing lot for the annual RSR Color Tour. It turned out to be a
beautiful, sunny day.

After a brief driver’s meeting, everyone headed to their
cars to begin the drive. A new route was planned this year.
The tour began at the Brighton Meijer’s parking lot, head-
ing west of US-23 and north of M-59. Drivers made their
way around the GM Proving Ground, and north on Hickory
Ridge. The route then took drivers along White Lake Road

which the County Road Association of Michigan recom-
mends as one of the best roads for color tours. There was a
short break at Springfield Park where drivers enjoyed cider
and donuts.

The tour continued for another half hour after the break
and ended in Holly, MI at the Holly Cafe for a late lunch,
while others opted to have lunch at the Red Devil Restau-
rant. It was a great day to enjoy the beautiful fall colors and
great company. Please visit SmugMug to view pictures from
this annual event.

Editor’s Note: Thanks to Dru and Matt for organizing a very
successfull event and their continuing effort to bring engag-
ing social events to the membership.

and donuts at the drive break.

1
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.

Our technicians are the best in the industry — providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’'t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves —
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.

AutoMark

collision center

“py paisieH

Gr.
20 Rive, A
Q

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, Ml 48335

P (248) 473.8100 e F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am — 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

N

A

275 S

-py Auiabber




2025 Polar Bear Run

By Editor Mike O’Rear

On the weekend following a perfect Color Tour drive the [
club was lucky enough to have another fabulous Sunday for §
the annual Polar Bear Run. As always hosted by Sebastian
Gaeta but this year with a new route to the Eagle’s Nest Bar
and Grill on the shores of Clark Lake. The drive route was
scenic, colorful and suitable for top down driving - espe- |
cially with heated seats.

Club member, host & event sponsor
Sebastian Gaeta

Ladies and gentlemen - START YOUR ENGINES

13



Soul, electrified.

The new Taycan Turbo.

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State St.
PorscheAnnArbor.com
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars

By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Horns

You know your Porsche has a car horn, but do you know where
it is located or even what it looks like? Your car horn is located
on the passenger side behind the front bumper and pointed
toward a grill opening. It is a electromagnetic device which
means it consists of a vibrating coil acting on a diaphragm and
the sound is amplified using a trumpet shape resembling a coil
or tuba shape. It is usually constructed of heavy-duty plastic
and a metal housing and is usually black in color although red
is also a popular color.

Most Porsche horns are supplied by Bosch although there
are other suppliers such as Denso, Hella, and FIAMM. It is
common to have two horns, one high tone at 510 hertz and
one low tone at 410 hertz and the musical notes represented
are F and B. Legally the sound is limited to under 100 decibels.
Although electromechanical is the most popular form of horns
there are two other forms. One is the compressed air horn
acting with a air compressor blowing air through reeds into
trumpet shaped horns often found on high end sports cars
especially those from Italy. The other is the electronic horn
generating sound through speakers often used on high end
luxury cars.

You might say that the onset of traffic necessitated the cre-
ation of the horn to warn oncoming traffic or pedestrians of
an oncoming vehicle. Even today the guideline is that the horn
should only be operated on a moving vehicle to warn against
a collision. Obviously, it is operated in many other circum-
stances such as a greeting, but it is cautioned not to be used in
contentious situations that might be construed as road rage.

Very early cars were often fitted with a manually squeezed
bulb horn. The pre-1908 bulb horn was gradually replaced by

the exhaust driven klaxon horn. Then in 1930 Miller Reese
Hutchison, a fellow inventor with Thomas Edison, invented
the electric two-toned horn. Various musical horns came
along in the 1960’s until they were banned in 1971 as being
too distracting. Other sound devices such as sirens are also
banned with the exclusion of emergency vehicles as are train
horns that can exceed 150 decibels.

Car horns have become such reliable automotive features
that we rarely give them any thought. They are extremely low
maintenance items. It is actually more common that the horn
button on the steering wheel will fail before the actual horn
itself. Trouble shooting a failure will often start with the horn
button connections followed by the fuse to the horn and then
the horn itself with wiring corrosion being the usual failure
point. If the horn emits an odd or flat sound it will most often
be the failure of the high note or low note horn. Replacement
is best done in pairs and replacement horns can be found on
the Internet or from local parts stores at reasonable prices.

The British term for the car horn is a Hooter. However, you
call it, one of the more fun aspects of driving is the friendly use
of the car horn in greeting. So, toot on or hoot with responsi-
bility as you enjoy your driving.

Membership Information: It is easy to join on line at https://pca.org/join-porsche-club-america

Or you can fill out the application form located in the forms section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. The cost is $56 US per year. You
will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter.
(Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.)

Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-599-
3133 or membership@rsp.pca.org).

Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:

Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at membership@rsp.pca.org. This
will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA
national.
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Coming Up For Air

Story and photos by Member Steve Gross

It’s Jeremy Clarkson’s fault, really.

| was perfectly happy with my Boxster. Stillam, in fact. It'sa
great car. But every time | drive my Boxster | have a niggling
thought in the back of my mind put there by Mr. Clarkson
that a Boxster is not a 911.

Yes, the engine is in the correct place in the Boxster, and
it’s in the wrong place in the 911. Yes, the Boxster has way
more luggage space than a 911 for a long weekend away.
But in the end, it’s not a 911 and it’s impossible to escape
the feeling that Porsche has artificially crippled the Boxster,
in order to ensure that the 911 is still a more desirable car.
As a former Camaro owner, | always had a similar feeling
pulling up next to a Corvette.

So it was probably inevitable that | would eventually get
a911. Inlate 2023 | started thinking seriously about buying
one. The first step was to decide what 911 | wanted. With
respect to the 991 and 992 owners among us, | ruled those
out due to size. They’re just too dang big. They are also too
expensive for me.

Image source: https.//www.stuttcars.com/is-the-porsche-911-
growing-too-big-for-its-own-good-a-look-at-its-size-evolution/

| ruled out 996 cars, because they were too similar to
my 986. | almost pulled the trigger on a green-over-tan
997.2 manual in early 2024, but between one daughter’s
upcoming wedding and the impending birth of our grandson
the time wasn’t right.

Then it hit me. 5 of my 6 motorcycles are air-cooled.
| haven’t owned an air-cooled car since the 1972 VW
microbus | had in college. Why not get an air-cooled 9117?!
The next step was to learn about air-cooled cars. There
is a lot of air-cooled knowledge in RSR and in early 2025 |
started talking to the air-cooled brain trust to help me learn
the ropes. Thanks a lot to Jay Fash, Sebastian Gaeta, Jon
Heidorn, Peter Grant, Tim Pott, Jeremy Goddard, and the
late Dave Walker for all their support.
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| quickly realized that although | wanted a longhood
(made before the 1974 introduction of the 5 MPH impact-
resistant bumpers mandated by US regulations), so did
everyone else. The law of supply and demand being what it
is, a longhood would likely be over my budget.

Next after the longhoods are the so-called mid-year
(1974-1977) cars. These have impact bumpers, but use
magnesium for the engine block like most longhoods. Some
people like the feel of these engines and say they rev easier
and freer than the later aluminum block motors. Other
people lament the poor corrosion resistance of the mid-
year body. Mid-year cars are the lowest cost of entry to the
air-cooled 911 market.

From 1978 to 1983, Porsche sold the 911SC in the US
market. Nearly identical visually to mid-year cars, they
came with a 3.0 liter aluminum block engine. These use
Bosch CIS mechanical fuel injection, which has a reputation
of being difficult to maintain although opinions on that vary.
1984 through 1989 saw an increase in displacement to 3.2
liters for the Carrera 3.2. Fuel management became digital
with the Bosch DME system, and various other engine
improvements such as hydraulic cam chain tensioners
increased reliability. This generation of engine is considered
to be highly robust. Although both the 911SC and Carrera
3.2 generations are more expensive than mid-year cars,
they were still potentially in budget especially pre-1987
versions with the older 915 transmission.

Major changes came with the 964 generation of cars,
produced from 1989 to 1993. These were out of my price
range. Same with the final air-cooled cars, the 993 produced
from 1994 to 1998.

With my model year range set to 1974-1989, now | could
start searching. At first, | was only looking at coupes (vs.
targas or cabrios) in interesting colors, meaning: not black,
white, Arctic Silver, or Guards Red. But, the pesky budget
topic raised its head once again. Interesting colors come
with huge price premiums. PCA has even made a website
(https://www.rennbow.org) showcasing all available colors
and ranking them by rarity. | fairly quickly opened my
search to any color car although having owned several black
cars in the past this was my least-preferred option due to
the PITA factor of keeping a black car clean. This is what we
writers call foreshadowing.

I looked in all the usual places: PCA Marketplace (https://
mart.pca.org), P-Car Market (https://www.pcarmarket.
com), Bring a Trailer (https://bringatrailer.com), Cars & Bids
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(https://carsandbids.com), and even Facebook Marketplace
as well as enlisting the RSR air-cooled brain trust to find
leads. | did look at some cars locally in late 2024 and
early 2025 but didn’t feel really ready to buy yet, having
not progressed sufficiently in my air-cooled Jedi training
program.

More foreshadowing: in the summer of 2025, | opened
my search parameters a bit wider to include Targas, as these
are a bit cheaper than coupes. My wife prefers open cars,
while | do not really like the look of 911 cabrios. In some
ways, a Targa seemed like a good compromise.

Enough preamble. In August 2025, | put in a lowball bid
(about 70% of Hagerty #3 condition value) on a black 1985
Carrera 3.2 Targa on Bring a Trailer. | bid in the last two
minutes, fully expecting to be outbid immediately. | was
not. As the clock ticked down, | prepared myself for a no-
sale due to unmet reserve. | was simultaneously surprised,
excited, and terrified when | won the auction and realized
that | had not mentioned to my wife Suzanne yet that | was
bidding! Oops quickly resolved with a phone call, where
she reminded me that | gave her firm instructions several
years ago to not let me ever buy another black car. Oops
again.

The sleek black beauty

| won the auction on a Sunday afternoon and
immediately got in touch with the seller in New Jersey,
making plans to pick the car up on the following Saturday.
In the meantime, | sent payment to the seller, got car
insurance, and borrowed an open trailer from a friend.
Bring a Trailer indeed! | also made an appointment at the
Secretary of State to title and register the car, and another
appointment at Rennstatt for a post-purchase inspection
and to address any maintenance needs since the car had
seen little usage for the last decade.

Early Friday morning, | began the 600 mile drive to New
Jersey. If you like history, | highly recommend Dan Carlin’s
Hardcore History podcast (https://www.dancarlin.com/).
He does deep dives into topics like the life of Alexander the
Great or the Pacific campaigns of WWII. A typical series is
four to six episodes, with each episode being about 4 hours
long. Perfect for long road trips.

| arrived in New Jersey in time to park the truck and
trailer and grab some Mexican food for dinner. Then |
crashed for the night at a cheap motel. | should have spent
just a little more on that, the bed was awful and the room
was dingy.

| met the seller at a US Post Office at 7 AM the next
morning. Seemed fitting, as | was picking up a package! He
drove up in the 911, with some delicious Jersey breakfast
sandwiches for me to eat on the drive home. After a quick
drive through a local park to get the feel of the clutch this
was only the second air-cooled 911 that | had ever driven
we loaded the car on the trailer and the seller walked the 2
blocks back to his house.

Picking up a package at the Post Office

The drive home was mostly uneventful, although pulling
5000 pounds of trailer and cargo does make one sensitive
to just how crazy drivers are today. The only hiccup
came about 10 miles from home, when a truly torrential
downpour started. It served as a good test of the targa top
seals the interior did stay dry during the last 10 miles of
the trip and the 45 minutes the car sat on the trailer in my
driveway waiting for the rain to abate. | did not want to
take the car off the trailer in a monsoon!

Too wet to unload

Next stops (after showing the car to the RSR air-cooled
masters) were the Secretary of State and then Rennstatt.
| had budgeted 10% of the purchase price of the car for
deferred maintenance, including replacing the 24 year old

(Continued on page 19)
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ARESCO

Designed for a standard garage the FP8K is the solution to your storage needs.
Professional Installation and Service
Call us for more detailed information or stop by our showroom and see our products.

ARESCO: 877-227-3726 or (248) 335-5438
22150 8 Mile Road, Southfield, MI 48033

Copyr/ite

DESIGN & PRINT SERVICES

p: 586.774.0006 « f: 586.774.2792
30503 Gratiot ® Roseville, M| 48066 e copyriteprinting.net
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From ... Air on page 17)

tires. Sebastian and Tyler didn’t find any real surprises in
my post-purchase inspection, beyond one stuck spark plug
(which was mentioned in the service records provided by
the seller). Tyler got that plug out without incident, and
also didn’t find any broken head studs meaning we didn’t
have to drop the motor for further repairs. He also did a
valve adjustment, oil change, brake service, installed a new
battery, and replaced the degraded spark plug wires. All this
came in at almost exactly my expected recommissioning
costs.

&

In for a checkup

| still had some minor issues to deal with on my own.
The car had a high key-off current drain, which | have
since traced to the (non-working) aftermarket stereo. The
previous owner clearly also had current drain issues. |
found several of the aftermarket stereo power wires cut,
and he had also installed a battery cut-off switch. | am still
using the battery cut-off when | don’t have the car on a
battery tender, just in case there’s still more to the phantom
current drain story. The windshield washer pump doesn’t
work, neither does the odometer. | will fix both over the
winter, as well as installing a more period-correct sound
system. The suspension squeaks like an old bed, but the car
handles well despite the noise. The A/C has been converted
to R134a but needs at least a recharge. | am keeping my
fingers crossed that when | refill it in the spring it works and
doesn’t immediately lose its charge again.

Like to see your car in the Bahn Stormer
— perhaps, even on the cover.

Well submit a picture, the more “artsy”
the better, and see what happens.

My first real test of the car’s legs came in October, when
| drove the two hours to DeutscheMarques Oktoberfest at
Gilmore Car Museum, and then back home again. The car
performed perfectly, the only issue being some wind noise
from the targa top which they all have. Both the automatic
climate control and the cruise control functioned correctly
although the cruise control speed steadily drifts upwards by
about 5 MPH over a 20 minute span.

pEE T ST

Lined up for the DeutscheMarques Oktoberfest Color Tour

So far, we are enjoying being a two Porsche family
although parking is getting a little tight since we also bought
Suzanne a Ford Flex (as part of the negotiations for me to
get the 911). The Flex is her absolute favorite car in the
world. This one is her third. We traded in the second one
on an EV about 18 months ago. She still has the EV for her
daily work commute but really missed having the Flex for
road trips.

I may have been influenced by 1980s advertising.
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Orion Automotive: Your Dealership Alternative
Ann Arbor's European & Import Auto Experts

Lovin’ Ann Arbor Cars Since 1994
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The 944 Chronicles

By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

Holy guacamole is it November again? Time really seems to
pass faster than it did a few years ago. Then again, that seems
to be a feature of getting older. So, what did | write about
for my November article last year, oh yes, working on your
944 over the winter. Well, unlike last year | don’t have an
extensive winter work list for the 944. I've been sidetracked
by the other race car and the project 924S which continues
to try and persuade me that it is not a basket case and just
needs a little more love and attention here and there to be
a lovely driver. For example, the fuel tank sending unit. It
did not work, or so | thought. A replacement unit from Peli-
can Parts ranged from $175 for an aftermarket Dansk unit
to $470 for a factory Porsche part. That’s a lot of money to
spend for one part that in theory one could do without if
need be. My fix, take the sending unit out and shake it like
a Polaroid picture. Guess what, problem solved. It works,
at least for now. Of course, the 924 said see, easy fix, free,
and I'm fine, why would you sell me? Yes, | talk to my cars,
and they talk to me. Fortunately, my significant other now
acknowledges this behavior as “normal” for me and doesn’t
question why | talk to the cars, mine or hers.

Which brings me back to first principles. In your zeal to rip
through your winter maintenance list don’t just start buying
parts before you know for certain what the problem is. | have
a shelf full of “spares” that | purchased thinking that | knew
what the problem was when in fact | did not. Start with the
basics when you are working on your winter maintenance. Is
a connection loose? Are dirty electrical contacts potentially
involved? Did you know that many electrical problems are
just loose wires, particularly ground wires? Little British cars
are an endless sea of loose ground connections. In fact, the
left front marker lamp on the 924 didn’t work until | gave it a
couple of raps with the old knuckles. Voila, let there be light.
Loose and/or dirty bulb contacts were the culprit. Easy fix,
no money involved, just some time and effort to do the root
cause work.

Then there were the cooling fans on the 924. They didn’t
seem to work. A little poking around with a flashlight re-
vealed that the radiator fan switch wasn’t plugged in. The
handiwork of the prior owner. (A Miata guy BTW). If you
own a 944 you know that plugging those wires back in re-
quires hands roughly the size of a 5 year old. So, after much
struggle and cursing we got the wires plugged back in and
discovered that in fact the cooling fans did work. The prob-
lem was that they would not shut off, ever. An obvious bat-
tery slayer. Apparently, that was why they were unplugged

by the prior owner in the first place. But, before purchasing
another switch, | borrowed a spare switch from the Porsche
wizard to verify it would in fact shut the fans off. It did, so
repairs ensued. As a consequence of this repair, | discov-
ered that it is actually faster and easier to change the switch
by first removing the parts Porsche says to remove i.e. the
cooling fans. It was also much less painful. Again, first prin-
ciples, try reading the shop manual before you begin. It can
be quite helpful.

| can’t imagine any of this is news to you. But take your
time, don’t be in a hurry, and don’t have an answer in search
of a problem. Check the obvious first. Winter is a great time
to troubleshoot and maintain your 944. And don’t forget,
in the words of one of my favorite YouTube vehicle present-
ers, “scheduled maintenance that is deferred will eventually
schedule itself.”

There will be\atleas!
e get the'block
e/will also do so

3 spots for the Tech Inspections will be raffled off at the March
tech talk with the winners getting a no cost brake flush (you
supply the brake fluid) and tech inspection during the 4/11
talk. One raffle ticket will be given to each attendant of each
tech talk thrshgh March. If you cannot attend the 4/11 talk we
- will have t6 draw the next ticket. Need not be present at

drawing.
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Porsche Design Unveils the Ghronograph 1
— PGA Member Edition

Porsche Design honors the 70th anniversary of the Porsche Club of America with a new edition of the
Chronograph 1. Exclusively made for a special community, PCA members now have the opportunity to
customize Porsche Design’s most iconic timepiece that was originally designed by E. A. Porsche in 1972.

Creating a special sense of community amongst members, this new timepiece features the PCA logo
and “PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA” lettering, and optionally a personalized club

region name stated on the case back. The made-to-order watch will not only come
with a titanium bracelet, but also two sportive textile straps in vibrant Club Blau, one
featuring the PCA logo and the other the PCA 70Y anniversary logo.

' Visit: pca.org/news/porsche-design-chronograph-1-pca-member-edition
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Rally Sport Region -- Porsche Club of America

2026 Election Ballot

The President and four board positions are up for election this year. Each member and affiliate member may vote in this
election. Please return the ballot, printed on page 27, by using one of the following methods:

Method Address Due
Kevin Kral Postmarked by
Snail Mail 4943 Spring Meadow Dr. 12/1
Clarkston, Michigan 48348-5157
Email secretary@rsp.pca.org 12/4
In person RSR Holiday Party 12/6

The Candidate For President is:

John Thomson: It has been an honor and pleasure to serve
as your president for the last two years, and | humbly ask
for your vote to serve another term. | feel like the region
is in a really good place at the moment, with a very active
social calendar, an outstanding track program, and a lot of
engaged and active members both as participants and as
organizers and workers helping to make our events hap-
pen. | look forward to continuing to work on further build-
ing on these strengths, as well as trying to improve some
of our weak spots-- most particularly trying to improve our
member communications and trying to continue bringing in
some more folks into leadership roles. | was very impressed
with our region before becoming your president, and have
only become more impressed since. Thank you for letting
me serve my first term, and | hope you give me the chance
to serve again.

The Candidates for Board Positions are:

Nick Bleau: | am very excited to run for a board position in
this election. | have been with the Rally Sport Region rough-
ly a year and a half now and have truly enjoyed all of the
social and track events along with meeting everyone who
enjoys these cars as much as | do. | grew up in the Ann Arbor
area and graduated from Huron High School in 2006. | then
joined the Marine Corps as a mechanic and served in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Upon leaving active duty | stayed in the
Reserves while | attended Universal Technical Institute in
Chicago and was accepted into the Porsche PTAP program.
| then finally returned to Ann Arbor to work as a Porsche
Technician for roughly seven years before moving on to Sta-
dium Auto about two years ago. | have owned a Cayenne
for roughly seven years but finally purchased a 1999 911 to
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enjoy track events last year and | wish | had done it earlier. |
have attended every HPDE since joining the club and plan to
continue. This winter | will bring back Tech Talks hosted by
me at Stadium Auto starting the second Saturday in Novem-
ber and continuing through March. | am the current Tech
Chair for the Rally Sport Region and would love to serve on
the board to continue helping this club and its members.

Steve Gross: | am running for the Rally Sport Region board
because | find that RSP membership has provided my wife
and | with a lot of enjoyment over the last six years, and
| would like to contribute more to the future direction of
our region. After becoming empty-nesters, Suzanne and |
bought a 2001 Boxster Sin 2018. We joined PCA right away,
although National assigned us to another region where we
didn’t feel that we fit in. In 2019 we transferred to RSP and
found that the “fast, fun, and friendly” tagline described the
region perfectly!

| have been very active with the club as a member. |
have contributed to Porsches in the Park since 2023 by run-
ning the Peoples Choice Awards, shopping for supplies,
tending bar, announcing, setting up, and tearing down. |
regularly join the Hankerd Road cleanup crew. With a ton
of help from Suzanne, | hosted one of the Garage Tour stops
this year. | often join the scenic tours, whether around
SE Michigan or further away like to Gilmore Car Museum
(where I am a member). Finally, | have contributed multiple
newsletter articles over the years--usually on technical top-
ics. Although | have not yet attended an RSP HPDE, | have
done hundreds of laps at Grattan on motorcycles--and a few
dozen in my former minivan to help dry the track after a
sudden squall back in the late 90s! Perhaps 2026 will finally
be my HPDE year.

I would like to take my support of RSP to the next level as
a board member. My vision is to continue our “fast, fun, and



friendly” vibe, and also keep on the lookout for additional
ways RSP can give back to our wider community--as we do
already with road cleanup and sponsorship of carefully se-
lected charities.

Diane Thomson: | have been honored to serve on the board
of the Rally Sport Region Porsche Club for the past two
years, during which | also took on the role of Sponsorship
Chair. In this capacity, | have been able to support the club
by fostering sponsor relationships and securing resources
for our events and members. | remain an active member,
continuously working to grow the TSD rally program and
participating in various social activities that strengthen our
community. Looking ahead, | am eager to continue in a lead-
ership capacity and would be privileged to serve another
two years on the board, further contributing to the ongoing
success of the club.

Conrad Zumhagen: | hereby offer my candidacy for re-elec-
tion as a Board Member of our club, welcoming and honor-
ing the opportunity to serve again. As a lifelong (so far, so
good) car enthusiast and member of the Rally Sport Region,
| continue to appreciate our club and its optimal combina-
tion of events and activities — most of all, the camaraderie,

and embodiment of the motto, “It’s not just the cars, it’s
the people”. I'm very happy to have been a fellow Porsche
person, owner and RSR member (since 2000, with a bit of
a lapse during a Porsche-less period), and highly value the
many friendships made here in RSR.

I've been active in the club and its events, as a member,
board member, a small but enthusiastic sponsor of the Bahn
Stormer, and as a (retired) track participant and instructor.
Whether or not | am elected (and | hope | am), | will actively
and enthusiastically participate in, and contribute to our
club, our meetings, and events in every way | can.

| care about this club and the people who make it the
success that it is. | am ready, willing and able to offer my
experience and abilities to serve as a Board Member, and
ask for your vote.

onrt 1‘?@
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The Fast, Fun, Friendly Region

PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

Candidate for President:

John Thomson

Nick Bleau
Steve Gross
Diane Thomson

Conrad Zumhagen

Membership Numbers:

2026 RSR Election Ballot

Candidates for the Board: (Vote for no more than 4)

PCA Member

PCA Associate Member

Signatures:

Reminder: The ballot must be signed or your votes will not count.
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SOCIAL EVENT SPONSORS

Platinum Sponsors
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Porsche Ann Arbor '

THE PEDAL PATRONS
DRIVE THE DREAM | COLLECT THE CLASSIC

PorscheAnnArbor.com thepedalpatrons.com
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J2 Protective Films
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than just your Porsche"
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Java Time With RSR

9 AM at Whitmore Lake Coney Island,
9457 Main St. Whitmore Lake

This event is for anyone who has the second and fourth Wednesday of every month to fill
with car talk. Politics and religion are strictly forbidden due to the divisive and polarizing
nature of both topics. This meeting is not meant to solve world issues.

RSVP to Dru or Matt Huber — Text or Call 810-588-0629
or email at 911Huber@gmail.com

Trust your car insurance
with a company named
for those it serves.

FINN'SJM & J
INSURANCE

ANN ARBOR e 734.668.4050
finnsins.com

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE
LIFE -+ HOME + CAR - BUSINESS




Porsche Club of America

Rally Sport Region -- Board Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, October 1, 2025

John Thomson: President........ccccceevveeeeviieeeeecnnnen. Present
Sebastian Gaeta: Vice-President.........cccccevceeeinenns Present
Peter Grant: Previous Past Presedent..................... Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........cccccveeveenne Present
Kevin Kral: Secretary ..... .Present

Nick Bleau: Tech Chair........cccccevviieiviieniiieiieeeieeeee, Present

DOUE FINN .ottt Present
AlBX GIrEEN..ccuiieeiieeite ettt ettt estveesae e sae e saeesae e Absent
Dennis HUIbregtse......cccoovveeecciieeeceee e Present
Diane Thomson.... ....Present
Dave Walker-......... ....In Spirit
Conrad ZUMhAEeN......ccveeviiieiieiiie e Present

Due to Dave Walker’s passing, one board seat is currently vacant.

Members & Visitor Present: Steve Gross, Suzanne Schiman-
ski-Gross, Glenn Trapp, Jim Glenn, Ton Neil, Francie Kish,
Phil Kish, Dru Huber, Matt Huber, Chuck Schenk, Chrissy
Crow, Ruth Schenk

Call to Order: John called the meeting to order at 7:12 PM
at Sidetrack Bar and Grill, Ypsilanti.

President’s Report: Discussion to move the next board
meeting to 11/12. Board is in support. Still looking for peo-
ple for the board. Please contact John or Kevin with your
interest. Also looking for Member of the Year. Please submit
people who have done significant contributions this year to
John. Only general members are eligible.

Meeting Minutes: September meeting minutes were re-
viewed. Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed unani-
mously.

Treasurer’s Report: Burghard reviewed the September re-
port. Motion: To approve the financial report passed unani-
mously. REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to
club members. Email Burghard Linn at burghard.linn@
gmail.com

Insurance Report: Insurance and reports were discussed.
Completing reports correctly is most important. We do our
best when planning and coordinating to follow the policies.
Doug will get involved in the events to ensure the event and
observer report people are identified and complete the re-
ports.

Sponsorship Report: Planning a survey for feedback for how
their sponsor dollars went. Sponsorship solicitations are
looking to be sent out in January to start earlier. Planning
to do additional smaller banners to make sure they are at
all events.
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Social Committee Report:

Events are listed in the Bahn Stormer.

Covered the upcoming events. The Fall Color Tour and Po-
lar Bear Run are the next big upcoming events. Tech Talk
will be resuming the 2nd Saturday of November. Holiday
Party will be December 6th. Looking to go to the Dodge
house for a tour on December 13th. Looking into 2026,
looking at a tour of the Pontiac Transportation Museum.

Porsche in the Park was very well attended with about 80
cars. Things went very well and ran smoothly. RC car track
was very well received. Event reached 7 regions. Raised
$1000 for United Spinal at PiP.

Advertising Report: No Report

Community Outreach: Hankerd Road went well. Had 11
people come out. Group broke it down to 4 sections and it

went very well. Participation went up year over year.

Membership: Glenn Trapp confirmed our status is at 382
members.

Track Report: No Report

Newsletter: November/December is combined. Looking at
6/7th of December for content.

Website: No Report

Events Committee: See social report.
New Business: None

Old Business: None

Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at
8:13 PM. Minutes taken by Kevin Kral, Secretary.



CLASSIFIED ADS

CARS FOR SALE

2014 Mini Cooper Hatchback VIN: WMWXMS5C52ET9729

; 72,700 miles, $10,240, for full
 description and photos, see:
| https://conta.cc/3IpOEXO
Contact Dennis at 734-834-
5521 or email dennis@drhpro-
cars.com (10/25)

1991 Porsche 928 GT: 5-Speed, 120,000 miles. One owner
since 11/93. $45k. 517-349-1745. (05/25)

OTHER ITEMS

20’ Aluminum car trailer: 20’ Custom Indigo Blue RC all-alu-
minum enclosed flat-top car trailer (8.5ft wide). 42” wedge
(26 overall length), low height profile 92” trailer clears nor-
mal garage doors. 3500 |lb. torsion brake axle, breakaway
box, battery and switch, extruded aluminum floor with
airline tracks, 4 D-rings, screwless dark blue metal sides,
white vinyl interior walls, 12V dome lights with switch, LED
strip tail/brake lights, LED surface mounted clearance lights,
winch 4500 Bull Dog, interior battery box, ATP Stoneguard,
Brite wedge nose and rear hoop, 3” exterior top/bottom
trim, 1-piece aluminum roof, 3” lower aluminum trim, flow
through-side wall vents, ramp door with beavertail, 36” alu-
minum ramp flap with large bumpers, rear stabilizer jacks,
48” bar lock side door, 5 new radial tires ST105/75 R15 on
(includes inside mounted spare), 2 5/16” coupler with safe-
ty chains. 7-way electrical plug, rear backup camera. Mini-
mal use for 3 Concours events. $19,700.00. Email Richard

Zarbo at hawk914@comcast.net (9/25)

FabSpeed Supersport X-Pipe Exhaust System for 991.1 911
and 911S: Gain 27RWHP and 38ftlbs-torque with this direct
bolt on system. $2500 new from FabSpeed, or buy this for
$750. In perfect condition. Contact Peter Grant at 734-604-
1622. (10/23)

Two(2) New, Heat Cycled Toyo R888, 235/40ZR18 95Y
TIRES: Build Date: 156Y3023, Track Tires.

Price: $150 Each. Current Price New: $295 Each from Tire-
Rack. and ..

Two(2), Used Heat Cycled Toyo R888, 295/30ZR18 98Y,
Build Date: 156Y3023. (Used Two Days at VIR).

Price: $150 Each. Current Price New: $327 from TireRack.
Contact Andy at 734-718-6432 (04/25)

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please
contact bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer
Ad” in the subject line). Non-members will be charged
$5.00/quarter. Ads more than six months old may be

removed unless resubmitted.

Cars can be complicated...

A———

. ...SELLING yours doesn’t have to be!

DRH Professional Services LLC
Helping You Sell Your Sports Car or Other Fine Automobile

Dennis Huibregtse Email:dennis@DRHprocars

www.DRHprocars.com

Voice/Text: 734-834-5521
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The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, Ml 48103
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