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The Bahn Stormer
For Information or submissions

Contact Mike O’Rear
bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org

(Please put Bahn Stormer in the subject line) 
Deadline:  Normally by the end of the third 

week-end of the month.

Material from the The Bahn Stormer may be reprinted 
(except for ads) provided proper credit is given to the 
author and the source.  

Advertising Rates  (Per Year)

Copy is the responsibility of the advertiser.

Full Page:  $650
Half Page:  $375

Quarter Page:  $225
Business Card:  $100
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Everyone welcome Tim Pott to the Orion team. 
Tim joined us in 2020 and brings his extensive 
Porsche experience and great attitude to 
brighten our days. We are expanding our 
expert  Porsche coverage to  include more 
performance/racing and vintage services. 
Now we are 356 to 992 woohoo!

ORION WELCOMES YOUR 
PORSCHE’S BEST FRIEND: TIM!
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As this year winds down I’m happy 
to note that things are slowly re-
turning to normal/pre-covid condi-
tions. The past couple of months 
have seen our club resume some 
traditional events and explore 
new alternatives that will hope-
fully draw in the participation of 
more members. Events Chair Jon 
Heidorn deserves major credit for 
the social calendar this past year. 

Because of his vision and event management our club put on 
a very successful regional event -- Porsches in the Park which 
we hope can become an annual happening. But more than 
that, Jon was tireless in encouraging members to organize 
and host other events this past year.
    The Fall Color Tour and Polar Bear Run were what I mean by 
resumed events. My thanks to Charlie Brown III who hosted 
the Fall Color Tour. He laid out a great route that took advan-
tage of good weather and some roads that have been nicely 
improved in recent months. Charlie has also wrapped up his 
first year as Track Registrar. It is a largely behind the scenes 
job that plays a large role in making our track events among 
the best in the area. He has brought several improvements 
to the registration process and all of us “trackies” owe him a 
round of applause. 
 Sebastian Gaeta hosted the start of the Time, Distance and 
Speed Rally at Rennstatt Racing as well as his annual Polar 

Bear Run.  This year’s event saw less than polar weather and 
gave us a second fall color event.
 John and Diane Thomson and Phil and Francie Kish intro-
duced our club to Time, Distance, Speed (TDS) rallies. They 
first hosted the successful TDS event that was included in our 
July “Porsches In The Park” weekend. They then put on a sec-
ond, “Fall In The Lake” TDS rally in October. Ten cars showed 
up to compete in the event and all reported having a blast 
--  even when failing to excel. We hope the Thomsons and 
Kishs will host another TDS event next year and if they do you 
should really try it. It’s casual, challenging and only as intense 
as you want it to be. 
 Once again I encourage those of you who have not hosted 
an event to give it a try. It is not a lot of work and there are 
experienced folks more than happy to help. There are many 
ways to enjoy your Porsches without going on the track.
 Speaking of track, I’d be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge the 
efforts of Christian Maloof and Phil Mather who led our track 
events at Waterford Hills and Grattan Raceway. As always, 
they provided safe and fun opportunities to explore what our 
Porsches can really do. Along with Charlie Brown, Rich Chang 
made the track day registration go smoothly.
 I hope to see all of you at the club’s Holiday Party at 
Porsche of Ann Arbor on Saturday, December 10th. I wish you 
and yours all the best in the Holiday season and look forward 
to what we can do together in 2023.

From the Front Seat
 By RSR President Peter Grant By RSR President Peter Grant

Vanity Plates as “Filler”
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Annual Rally Sport Region 
Holiday Party — 2022

Please	join	with	fellow	members	and	friends	for	an	in-person	evening	of	Holiday	
Cheer	brought	to	you	by	Germain	Porsche	of	Ann	Arbor	and	the	Rally	Sport	
Region.	The	evening	will	feature	mulBple	dining	staBons,	a	cash	bar,	and	lots	of	
opportuniBes	to	mingle	with	friends	old	and	new.

There	is	no	charge	for	the	party,	but	as	in	past	years	we	are	asking	you	to	support	
a	worthy	charity.	This	year	in	addiBon	to	C.S.	MoF	Children’s	Hospital	we	are	
adding	the	Southern	Michigan	Chapter	of	the	United	Spinal	AssociaBon	(USASM).	
We	hope	you	can	support	either	or	both.	We	are	suggesBng	a	total	value	of	
approximately	$50/person.

Date:	Saturday,	December	10th
Time	:		6:30-9:30	PM

Where:		Porsche	of	Ann	Arbor
2575	S.	State	Street,	Ann	Arbor

Dress:	Business	Casual
RSVP	by	December	2nd	to	mor734@gmail.com

Wish	to	contribute	to	
Mo/	Children’s	Hospital?

Bring	an	unwrapped	toy(s),	gi]	cerBficate,	
or	check	made	out	to	UMHS	Child	&	
Family	Life.	

Remember	MoF	Hospital	treats	children	
from	infants	to	age	18.	

For	more	informaBon	on	C.S.	MoF	
Children's	Hospital's	UMHS	Child	&	Family	
Life	fund	go	to:	hFp://givetomoF.org/
ways-to-give/mot-	t-wish-list/	

Wish	to	contribute	to	
United	Spinal	Associa;on?

Bring	a	check	made	out	to	United	Spinal	
AssociaBon	-	Southern	Michigan	Chapter

Want	to	pay	via	PayPal?	Then	send	funds	
to	Unitedspinal.sm@gmail.com

For	more	informaBon	on	the	Southern	
Michigan	Chapter	of	the	United	Spinal	
AssociaBon	see	the	arBcle	on	page	18	
and	go	to:	hFps://unitedspinal.org
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RSR Calendar of Events
December 10 (Sat.) 6:30 - 9:30 PM: Holiday Party (see ad 

on facing page)

There is no December Meeting this year so the last 
chance to vote in RSR’s 2022 election will be to 
bring your completed ballots to the Holiday Party.

Let’s go to work and fill this space with 2023 events!!

Other Events of Interest

Starting September 10th the second Saturday of every 
month, 9:00 AM:  The Gathering At Rennstatt (669 State 
Circle, Ann Arbor) (see ad below)

November 17, 2022 -- April 2, 2023: Porsche 911: The Evo-
lution of an Icon: The Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum 
(10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, OH 44106 (see ad on 
page 26)

Like	 to	 See	 your	 car	 on	 the	 cover	 of	 the	
Bahn	Stormer?	I	know	I	would!		Send	your	
“arty”	 shots	 to	 bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org	
and	improve	your	chances!!

We have a new advertiser!! See Stadium Auto’s ad on page 20.

The Gathering Is Back!
Our Porsche Friends social returns and will be held the second 
Saturday of each month.

There will be coffee, donuts and bagels along with Porsche 
camaraderie. No RSVP necessary, just show up and bring any 
other car-loving friends you have. Starts at 9am, see you then!
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Current Membership 554*

Member Anniversaries

Membership
* Includes 335 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with 
PCA national.

New Members
Ben & Jackie Finden
Brighton, MI
1968 912

Ryan Houghtaling
Gregory, MI
2006 Cayman S

John & Carole McConnell
Tecumseh, MI
1963 Gray 356B Coupe

Gary & Michele Ray
Chelsea, MI
2021 911 Turbo

Thomas Skelly & Monica Jelic
Ann Arbor, MI
2013 911 Carrera S

November Anniversaries
John & Carole McConnell ............ 57
John & Dawn Horner ................... 49
Dave & Cole Winston ................... 41
Mark Schettenhelm & 
 Joan Walton ............................ 25
Timothy Shinn & 
 Elizabeth Pielsticker ................ 25
Pat Jeski ....................................... 21
Bill & Linda Damon ...................... 20 
Tim Norman ................................ 17
Pat & Amy Paul ............................ 15
George & Mary Gilligan ............... 10
Chuck Palfi & 
 Jane Clawson-Palfi .................. 10
John & Diane Thomson ............... 10
Stephen Ascherl............................. 7
Mike & JianPing McKelvey ............. 6

Miles Townsend-Robledo .............. 6
Bruce Mather ................................ 5
Christian Mooradian ......................& 
 Alisha Les .................................. 5
Kenneth Grigsby Jr. ........................ 4
Alex & Barbara Nitsche .................. 4
Tony Goia ....................................... 3
Jeffrey Sanchez-Burks .................... 3
Eli Swetland ................................... 3
Thorsten Kathoefer ........................ 1
Richard Lovernick .......................... 1
Patrick West ................................... 1
December Anniversaries
Phil & Francie Kish ....................... 44
Tom & Alex Green ........................ 36
Brian Nao & Kathy Toy-Nao ......... 31
Ken & Josie Bush ......................... 24
William & Todd Houghton ........... 23

James & Deanna Utsler ............... 20
Jill & Jeff Brueckheimer ............... 16
Phil & Sarah Kingham .................. 15
Larry & Marylinda Webster ......... 12
Paul Eddleston ............................. 10
Keith & Kathy Knudsen ................ 10 
Skip & Christopher Kuhn ............. 10
Rick & Beth Peterson ..................... 9
Ryan Beekman ............................... 8
Stuart & Beth Delaney ................... 8
Bennett Borsuk .............................. 4
Harry & Judith Jones...................... 3
Christopher Michalak .................... 3
Rob & Cheryl Porter  ...................... 3
Christopher Brower ....................... 2
Christopher & Nathaniel Turner .... 2
Jerry & Shelly Mcgue ..................... 1
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2022 Fall Color Tour2022 Fall Color Tour
Story by Mike O’Rear with photos by Burghard LInn & Jon HeidornStory by Mike O’Rear with photos by Burghard LInn & Jon Heidorn

On Sunday, October 16th the weather was sunny and crisp, 
and more than 50 cars and about 80 RSR members and 
friends joined for the Annual Fall Color Tour. The 90 min-
ute drive explored a great selection of country roads to the 
west and southwest of Ann Arbor with lots of variety and 
lots of color. The drive wrapped up at the Cherry Creek Cel-

lars Winery near the Michigan International Speedway just 
south of Brooklyn, Michigan. Pre-ordered lunches and a se-
lection of wines and craft beers made for a pleasant oppor-
tunity to mix with new and old friends.
 Thanks to Charlie Brown III for hosting the drive and pro-
viding a beautiful fall tour of the countryside.

(Above) Just a part of perhaps the biggest crowd for a tour 
this year. (Below) Host Charlie Brown III give participants a 
rundown and procedures for the drive. 
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Whose Autonomy is it?

Merriam-Webster defines the word autonomy as
1: the quality or state of being self-governing
2: self-directing freedom and especially moral indepen-
dence
3: a self-governing state

 In the past few years, much has been made of autono-
mous vehicles (AVs), touting them as a great boon to society. 
GM has the stated goals of “Zero Crashes, Zero Emissions, 
Zero Congestion,” two of which depend on vehicles being 
autonomous. In 2016 one headline read “Ford Targets Fully 
Autonomous Vehicle for Ride Sharing In 2021.” Another read 
“Lyft’s President Says ‘Majority’ Of Rides Will Be in Self-Driv-
ing Cars By 2021. Also Say Bye-Bye To Personal Car Owner-
ship.”
 This discussion has been taken to the point where some 
of us openly question the future need or relevance of having 
driving skills. If we are soon to be carted around by rolling 
living rooms that technically wouldn’t even need windows, 
then why should we care about honing our ability to carve 
a corner, shift an “antiquated” manual transmission, or exit 
a curve with the right mix of throttle and steering? Is taking 
our cars on the track like hunting, which is a skill no longer 
necessary but enjoyed by many?
 But for me there is one main question, even for street 
driving. Do I get the autonomy, or does my car? “The quality 
or state of being self-governing” sounds pretty good for me 
to have. Me!
 “Self-directing freedom and especially moral indepen-
dence.” I want those. Why would I give them to my car, or 
more correctly, to whoever programs my car’s brain? Or even 
further, the lawyers at the company the programmer works 
for? As an engineer, I know that no algorithm is perfect, and 
that it has been proven impossible to completely bug-proof 
it for every scenario it might encounter.
 Am I a Luddite? A dinosaur? (I’ve been called one.) No, I 
just know what I want, and I believe every “improvement” 
that comes along has to prove it really improves something. 
I was skeptical of anti-lock brakes until I read that their big-
gest benefit was that by keeping the tires rolling, they could 
still produce cornering forces so you could maneuver. So at 
the GM Proving Grounds I took a Pontiac 6000 STE (the first 
American car with ABS) out on a snow-packed parking lot, 
and steered hard while braking. It was hard to make it spin 
out (I didn’t push it to that point). Very impressive, and useful 

in improving my autonomy in controlling the car.
 Soon, stability control built off of ABS and made things 
even more manageable. By comparing a yaw sensor to a 
steering angle sensor, it could activate individual brakes to 
make it all match up. I can’t do that, so chalk another one up 
for technology. Then, when electronic throttles came onto 
market, the smooth control of engine torque became part of 
traction control, and it really came to its own.
 With all that, not only did we get good everyday stability 
control algorithms, but even ones with the nerve to let you 
push things a bit before reining things in. That’s not an option 
for a manufacturer to take lightly. And it makes track driving 
a blast. Even more autonomy. For me.
 Is autonomous driving an improvement that improves 
things? I understand the theoretical benefits, but when will 
we get there? In my opinion, widespread use is way down 
the road. For all the complexity of implementing ABS, trac-
tion control, and stability control, producing an autonomous 
vehicle is easily one million times as difficult – not exaggerat-
ing.
 We humans don’t give ourselves enough credit for being 
able to identify and track objects (some of which are mov-
ing), assess complex situations, evaluate and choose options, 
and use our muscles to control a vehicle to act in the saf-
est way. This is if we care to apply ourselves to it of course. 
Considering that cars didn’t even exist 150 years ago, I’d say 
we are outstanding! And extremely hard to mimic, which AV 
researchers finally say out loud.
 In contrast to the optimistic headlines above, another one 
from 2016 read “How do you teach an autonomous car when 
to hurt its passengers?” In other words, would it decide to 
endanger a 62-year-old like me in order to save six teenagers 
in the road, by missing them and hitting a tree? Hmmm. In 
some surveys, people have answered that the vehicle should 
make decisions based on the overall consequences (the 
greater good). But when asked if they would drive a vehicle 
that might sacrifice them to do so, the answer was generally 
no. What a human mindset! Even with autonomous vehicles, 
we still covet our own moral autonomy.
 To me, like most of you, the perfect car is one that re-
sponds eagerly to my every wish, having an almost telepath-
ic connection with my aims. With my Cayman, that’s what I 
have.
 The autonomy is mine.

Caymans & CommentaryCaymans & Commentary
 By member Randy Beikmann By member Randy Beikmann





15

2022 Polar Bear Run2022 Polar Bear Run
Story by member and event host Sebastian Gaeta with photos by Burghard LInnStory by member and event host Sebastian Gaeta with photos by Burghard LInn

About 85 of us - and over 50 cars - gathered at Skyline high 
school in Ann Arbor on Sunday, November 6th for the an-
nual Rally Sport Region Polar Bear Run. The large parking lot 
at the school worked perfectly as the starting point for the 
tried and true route the PBR has followed for years along 
the twisty roads west of Ann Arbor. 
 The weather for this year’s PBR was less than Polar, and 
over the years we have been blessed with great weather 
just like this. Sunny and mid-60s meant several of us did the 
tour top down, including me, and it was a delight.
 The route consists of cruising down Huron River Drive 
and through downtown Dexter, then westward to the el-
evation changes and twists & turns of the Hankered Road 
and Doyle Road areas. We then took Hadley Road back to 
North Territorial heading west, then down M52 and into the 
Waterloo Recreation area before driving through Chelsea 
and back into Dexter. It takes a little over an hour and a half 
but it always seems to go by much faster than that.

 Before the start of the drive I was chatting with some fel-
low members about the route and mentioned that Charlie 
Brown’s Fall Color Tour used some of the same roads, only 
in the reverse direction. I commented about how different 
those roads seemed and wondered out loud if next year 
“we should do the route backwards” for a change. Without 
skipping a beat Seth Penchansky blurted out that he doesn’t 
think his car can go that fast in reverse. Okay, I meant in the 
opposite direction smart alec, but good one!
 To sum it up it was another great day with great people 
and cars. Look for the Polar Bear Run 2023 invitation next 
October, perhaps with the same  route, only backwards.

(Right) Host Sebastian Gaeta greets the par-
ticipants and covers the route details.

( Above) Paul Groushe’s 928, “Stickers” made a rare appear-
ance. (Below) As usual a large turnout for the final tour event 
of the season.
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3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081



17

The latest issue of Panorama had a number of short one 
page features about the Parade including one titled “The 
Power of Brown”.  I of course read this feature first because 
my 944 is in fact brown, Sable Brown Metallic L Y8V to be 
exact.  In fact, it’s the second sable brown metallic 944 that 
I have owned.  I did not go searching for another brown 
944, but like most of my cars it just seemed to find me.  
$1500, does not run, featured on Craigslist, those were the 
days.  One DME relay later we were up and running but 
writing multiple checks for all of the undocumented main-
tenance that will eventually kill the engine and leave you 
wondering why you did this to yourself again.
 A good friend is firm in his opinion that brown is not 
an appropriate color for any car especially a Porsche.  He 
refers to it as a malaise era color insisting that the only 
respectable color for a 944 is Guards Red.  While I don’t 
agree with red being the only appropriate color, I get the 
malaise era reference.  The Brown Car Appreciation Society 
(you can find it online) features none other than Ricardo 
Montalban (Mr. Roarke) standing next to a very brown late 
70’s Chrysler Cordoba.  No doubt the interior is filled with 
square miles of luxurious brown, “Rich Corinthian Leather.”  
You youngsters will have to Google those references, i.e., 
Mr. Roarke, and the commercials.  The rest of us vintage 
types are probably just nodding our heads saying yeah, I 
remember those commercials, and Tattoo was way cooler 
than Mr. Roarke.
 In fact, I have many fond memories of malaise era cars 
including my, about to be, brother-in-law’s 1977-78 Dodge 
Monaco coupe.  It was the Dodge equivalent of the Chrys-
ler Cordoba without any of the rich Corinthian Leather.  It 
was not brown, sort of a light metallic blue, but its most 
endearing quality was that it would not start after the cer-
emony while sitting in front of the church on my sister and 
his wedding day.  Needless to say, my sister was not im-
pressed.
 I, of course, went right to the Porsche online configura-
tor to see if you can still get a brown Porsche as something 
other than a paint to order option.  Fortunately, you can.  
Mahogany Metallic or Truffle Brown Metallic can be had 
on either the Taycan or Panamera as an $800-840 option.  
Entirely reasonable from a cost perspective and available 
with various shades of brown or tan interior colors.  I ap-
prove, it’s just like my brown 944 with a light tan interior.  
What I don’t understand is the special color “Chalk”.  If you 

check the box for exterior color Chalk you not only get a 
car that looks like shiny gray primer, but it will cost you any-
where from $2580 to $3270 more. It’s not even a metallic 
color, it’s just plain old primer gray.  When did shiny battle-
ship gray become a more premium color than Cherry Red 
or Mahogany Metallic?  Not surprisingly, shiny primer or 
“Chalk” in Porsche vernacular costs the most on a 911 at 
$3270.  
 I had a shiny gray car way back in the eighties.  It was my 
second race car, a 1965 ish E Production MGB.  (The first 
one died during my WHRRI driver school.) When I bought 
it, it was red and blue but a little shabby and in need of a 
sprucing up.  My sponsor knew a body shop that had time 
to respray it, so he sent it over to have it done.  I had asked 
for gray thinking that it would come back a nice dark char-
coal kind of gray, something subtle but nice to look at. The 
car came back looking nice and shiny alright.  And it was 
of course gray, primer gray.  Just like the frame of a For-
mula Ford or Formula Continental of the period and just 
like Porsche “Chalk.”  Of course, all of my friends asked why 
I painted it primer gray. Why didn’t I spray it a nice British 
Racing Green or Silver and was it going back to the body 
shop to spray the final color? it looks, they said, like they 
primed it but forgot to spray the color.  
 Come to find out, my sponsor in his infinite wisdom told 
the body shop I wanted gray, but I didn’t want to spend any 
more money than necessary i.e., it’s only a race car and 
can you do the kid a favor?  That’s why I got shiny primer 
or “Chalk” in the current Porsche vernacular.  It was cheap, 
apparently, the cheapest gray they had.  How times and 
tastes have changed.

The 944 ChroniclesThe 944 Chronicles
 By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn) By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)



18

On July 16, 2022, United Spinal Association Southern 
Michigan Chapter (USASM) was proud to be a sponsor of 
Porsches in the Park.  Many of you met our members, Billy 
Vickers and Rob Henry and were able to see the modifica-
tions to their vehicles.  Billy’s Camaro was his father’s.  With 
the hand controls he has placed in the car, he is able to en-
joy driving the car and not only have fond memories of his 
father but making new memories.  As we all know, enjoying 
cars is a great way to make memories and friends.  As we 
like to say, “It’s the not just the cars, it’s the people.”  
 USASM was founded in 2018 and is a local chapter of a 
national not for profit organization, United Spinal Associa-
tion.  We serve the spinal cord injury/disease community 
and have over 200 members throughout Michigan.  Our 
mission is to provide advocacy and empowerment to those 
affected by spinal cord injury and disease to access resourc-
es and knowledge available in the community to improve 
quality of life.  We pursue this mission through local, state, 
and national advocacy; educational seminars; community 
and social events to promote independence and awareness; 
and partnering with existing organizations who share com-
mon goals.  We also provide monetary resources.
 Since our founding, we have provided support to our 
members with social activities, peer mentoring, and advo-

cacy.  We also have been able to provide funding for ramps 
and transportation to social events.  We have provided gift 
cards at Christmas time and during COVID to assist those 
in need for groceries and other needs.  We are beginning a 
new initiative to assist with automotive related needs such 
as vehicle modifications and driver’s training to help im-
prove independence and mobility in the community.  
 In just the last year, we have hosted two events for our 
members at local parks, including varied activities including 
hand cycling, archery, and fishing.  We were able to provide 
transportation for one member to attend a free adapt-
ed ballroom dance class and another to play wheelchair 
softball.  We were able to install ramps on two members’ 
homes, allowing them to access the community as they 
were previously unable to safely leave their homes.  
 Our chapter runs solely from donations and grant mon-
ey.  We have plans to continue with our park events and 
have a goal of another two ramps for next year.  We will also 
continue to provide transportation to those in need.  We 
will begin to advertise our automotive initiative for 2023.  
Billy and Rob have already signed up to work at next year’s 
Porsches in the Park and we would love to share some 
events.  
 Our chapter is so thankful for the generosity of the RSR 
community at Porsches in the Park and we hope we can 
continue to partner with RSR in the future.  Road-Keeper Dual HD vehicle 

video system with GPS

The compact unit contains both 1080p HD cameras, GPS, 
accelerometers, and status screen. This allows for a very 
secure and stealthy installation in your vehicle. 

Use Road-Keeper on the road or at the track. Fully compatible 
with our Race-Keeper Comparo analysis application. Both 
cameras can be adjusted vertically and horizontally. Includes: 
power cord, 32GB Micro SD card, and mounting bracket.

Our latest innovation in video data systems is the Trivinci 
Road-Keeper system for recording dual stream 1080p full 
HD video and audio with GPS and accelerometer data.  $399

For more information:  Bill Stevens  614-214-9732  
   billstevens61@att.net

United Spinal Association - United Spinal Association - Southern Michigan ChapterSouthern Michigan Chapter
By Member Diane ThomsonBy Member Diane Thomson
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Rally Sport Region hosted our second time speed distance 
(TSD) rally of the year on Saturday, October 8th.  The event 
started at the monthly “Gathering at Rennstatt,” which gave 
everyone a chance to socialize prior to the drivers’ meet-
ing.  Everyone then left on the initial odometer check leg 
which took everyone to Curtiss Park in Saline before starting 
the actual competitive sections.  The route headed through 
some nice roads and early fall color to the south and west, 
including passing through Milan, Monroe, Ida, and Maybee 
as well as a quick stop at Lake Erie.  
 Besides the conventional TSD scoring which rewards 
competitors for completing route sections as close as pos-
sible to the ideal time, there was also a Halloween-themed 
“gimmick” where competitors would try to keep track of the 
number of cemeteries they passed along the way—this isn’t 
that easy while you’re also trying to pay attention to the 
route!  The event ended at Original Gravity Brewing in Milan 

for results, trophies, lunch, and socializing.  Chuck and Ruth 
Schenk were the big winners, taking a close victory in the 
TSD over Chris and Kim Callison, as well as being the only 
team to get a perfect score in the gimmick—well done!!
 This is our last TSD rally of the year, but based on the 
positive feedback and participation we will be back with 
more rallies starting in the spring, including new areas and 
possibly some new Rallymasters—looking forward to seeing 
everyone back on the roads!
 Your 2022 Rallymasters—Francie and Phil Kish and Di-
ane and John Thomson

RSR Fall Time, Distance, Speed RallyRSR Fall Time, Distance, Speed Rally
Story by Diane and John Thomson, photos by Burghard LinnStory by Diane and John Thomson, photos by Burghard Linn  

Tim Pott (left) gazes off in the distance as Mike &n Kathy O’Rear 
(center) and Barb Pott hang on every word and tip that Francie 
Kish (experienced TSDer) imparts to the only 4 member team in 
the event.

Finished 10th but still had a good time -- 
Barb & Tim Pott and Mike & Kathy O’Rear.

(Above and below) John & Diane Thomson, experienced TDSers, 
explained the rules and procedures

Certain experts assured the Pott/O’Rear 
team that haveing Post-It Notes with the 
various speed requirements was an effective 
road to victory. They were wrong!

Final “Fall In The Lake Results:
1st Place:  Chuck and Ruth Schenk
2nd Place: Chris and Kim Calison
3rd Place:  Jim and Angie Glenn
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Finding Parts
Finding parts for your used Porsche is anything but an easy 
objective.  Do not assume that you can find even common 
parts from your local dealer or parts supplier.  As you may 
know it is only a government mandate to supply replace-
ment parts for up to seven years after the date of manufac-
turer.  After that you can only hope a part is available.  With 
the average age of a used car now exceeding twelve years 
the scarcity of used parts to support these cars is an obvious 
problem.   With fewer cars being scrapped, another source 
for replacement parts is drying up.  To fill the demand for-
eign companies have stepped up to support the parts need.  
Unfortunately the quality of these replacement parts is of-
ten not up to the standards of the new car manufacturers.  
You may also find that insurance companies will only deal 
with original manufacturer parts supply.  This drives up the 
costs of repair such that seemingly minor accident repair 
can result in the damaged car being totaled out. 
 You may have seen advertisement from Porsche about 
Parts Select that promised to support older Porsche models.  
In fact it is a very limited supply offer on major components 
only and in limited years.  The older the car is the less likely 
that there is a parts supply.  I repeatedly have found this to 
be true of my 50 year old 911.  It often requires very creative 
searching to find a parts source especially for an obscure 
part.  For example I somehow snapped off the end of the 
turn signal stalk.  Sure I could buy a complete assembly at 
almost $500 which was absurd overkill.  After hours of In-
ternet searches in almost desperation I looked on Rock Auto 
and found the exact piece for about $10.  This was not typi-
cal and by no means is universally true despite their motto 
of “all the parts you car would ever need.”
 Some parts like the fuel injection pump are just NLA 
at any price and the only alternative is a very expensive 
aftermarket injection system. Rebuilds are even very rare.  
But what about body parts or other serviceable items like 
headlights?  Again depending on the year of manufacture 
even relatively new parts are unavailable.  In some cases 
original equipment parts are unavailable and only used or 
foreign manufactured parts are available.  If you insist on 
original parts you might be totally frustrated.  The question 
might come down to how much you value an original part.  
Way back when I bought my 911 in 1972 I experienced in-
termittent Capacitive Discharge (CD) box failure in my first 
few months of ownership.  The dealer had no diagnosis 

and Porsche offered no solutions. At the time Porsche ex-
perienced a parts shortage from Bosch and started fitting 
Permatune CD boxes.   I tried to get the dealer to fit a re-
placement Permatune but they couldn’t find one for sale.  I 
suggested that they had a lot full of new 911’s and just swap 
one for a Permatune.  Fault fixed and I have never owned 
anything but Permatune since. Original Bosch it was not 
but problem solved.   In another case a simple part like a 
distributor cap was out of stock at the dealer but my parts 
store carried a Volvo 164 cap that happened to have exactly 
the same part number as the Porsche part at less than half 
the cost.  Occasionally very astute parts people are wise to 
these exchange parts. 
 One new technology that has come along to save us is 
the 3D Computer Printed Part.  It is now possible to repli-
cate any part large or small whether plastic or metal in the 
similar technology of an ink jet printer.  Using a simple com-
puter and a sophisticated printer a part can be generated 
using layers of material printed on a surface.  Starting from 
a laser scan of the part a replicated part can be created.  
For example the unobtainable European tail light lens for 
an early 911 can be computer generated as an exact copy 
in the exact colors.  The only difference would be the Bosch 
label protected by copyright which is irrelevant if you really 
need the part.   A very specialized part type that may be our 
next part crises without a solution is the microchip.
 There are lots of other uses for 3D printing.  Ford started 
using the process back in 1988 in creating prototype engi-
neering parts saving untold hours of development.  It was 
very useful in developing intake manifolds for their racing 
engines. I have even heard suggestions how entire cars 
could be 3D printed right from the assembly line to create 
custom unique automobiles. Prototype engineering has cre-
ated totally functional cars. 
 The 3D Computer Printed technology has developed 
so far as to make 3D printing available to anyone.   Over a 
dozen brands of printers are available on the market for un-
der $1,000 and can be supported through existing personal 
computers and public available software.  

Ramblings From a Life With CarsRamblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz 
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275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Rally Sport Region -- Porsche Club of AmericaRally Sport Region -- Porsche Club of America
2022 Election Ballot2022 Election Ballot

Four positions on the board are up for election this year. Each member and their affiliate may vote for the four Board 
Members. Please return your ballot by using one of the following methods:

The Candidates are:

Charlie Brown III
 I’m seeking reelection for the RSR Board. I’ve been a Rally 
Sport member for seven years now (how time flies when 
you’re having fun!). That’s after almost 20 years with South-
east Michigan from late-70’s to early-90s before I took some 
time off. I jumped back in the deep end of the pool with 
both feet, helping to organize multiple tours, instructing at 
the HPDEs, serving  on the Board and even region Registrar, 
now into my 2nd year, with highlight being registrar for the 
Inaugural Porsche in the Park event in July. I’ve been a car 
junkie most of my life, building plastic 1:24 models as a kid 
through a variety of 1:1 scale real cars in the garage. Tons of 
autocrosses led to a 17-year amateur racing career in SCCA. 
471⁄2 years of 356 ownership finally morphed into owner 
of a well-loved 2007 Penn State blue (OK, midnight blue) 
Cayman S last November. Sooo nice having A/C & cruise 
control whilst driving to/from events!! Retired from 40+ 
years working on engines for Ford, AMC and finally Chrys-
ler/FCA where I spent 23 years working on Viper/Hellcat/
Demon engine designs and a short stint in Supplier Quality. 
Spending quality time in the garage working on more full-
sized toys. I’ve enjoyed getting involved in the daily work-
ings of the club and will gladly continue to do so as long as 
all y’all say so!

Sebastian Gaeta
I am excited to submit my candidacy for the open Board po-
sition for Rally Sport Region. I have been a PCA member for 
28 years (nearly 15 years with RSR) and in that span I have 
owned two 356s, three air cooled 911s, a 986 Boxster, a 996 
and a 997 plus my current car, a recently purchased 981 
Boxster. As an RSR member I have hosted several events, 
contributed to the Bahn Stormer and most importantly 

have made lifelong friends in RSR and dearly want to lend 
my experience to this great Region. Having served on the 
board of the Motor Cities Gruppe (the Detroit area 356 
club) for nearly 20 years as well as being the editor of its 
Magazine, I am in tune with what makes a club go (it’s all 
about the membership) and how to help form policies and 
make decisions that benefit the club members. Your vote 
will be greatly appreciated.

Alex Green
Hello, stepping into a Board position will be a new step for 
me with this club. I have been around the PCA for my entire 
life with my parents initially starting with SEM, then coming 
over and starting RSP with many other current active mem-
bers. Since I was little, the club has given me so much, and 
was an amazing community to grow up in. Back in 2015 my 
dad brought me out for my first day on track at our annual 
June Grattan event, and since then I have not been able to 
stop. Since that first day in a 2007 GT3 I have barely missed 
an RSP track day and have now become a PCA instructor, 
which earlier this year has now been extended to a PCA Na-
tional Instructor. From all the great experiences that I have 
had over the years I hope to be able to give back to the 
region, to continue making this region the Fast, Fun, and 
Friendly region I have always known.

Matt Huber
I have been a PCA member for over 30 years. Started as a 
dedicated trackie. As time passed, I became the region’s 
charter present. Overseeing the launch of RSR. Now my 
time is split between the track and social events.
My garage is currently filled with a ‘87 911 turbo and 2007 
GT3. Looking forward to supporting the club with a
2nd term on the board.

Method Address Due 
Snail Mail Mary Ann Kantrow 

5557 North Territorial Rd. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 

Postmarked by 
11/30 

Email secretary@rsp.pca.org 12/3 
In person (maybe) RSR Holiday Party 12/10 
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Will Rogers
I’ve been a Porsche enthusiast since I was little, under 5 or 
so. I saw a neighbor’s new green car, I wasn’t sure what it 
was but the lines, the hips, it was so amazing to me. Come 
to find out it was a 911. I begged my parents for a 951 as my 
first car...that never happened. At 18 I secretly purchased a 
very rough 944, kept it at my brothers and fixed it up a bit. 
Funny enough, that’s when I learned how to drive a manual 
transmission. Friday afternoon I bought it at a Kroger park-
ing lot, the seller gave a few pointers and I drove it to my 
brothers, looking back a pretty dumb move driving it on 
public roads with a 5 minute crash course on manuals. Since 

then I’ve had a P car in my garage, 3 Cayennes, a Boxster, the 
long time dream a 951 and for the better half of the last de-
cade my 996. Most came and went within a year, although a 
few I really wish I still had. The timeless 911 has stuck. Even 
if it isn’t the “best generation” I still love it. I’m a bit car ob-
sessed, specifically with Porsches and a few others I won’t 
mention here. Like many members, my garage and office 
have car art. In the garage there is a large dealer poster of a 
997 GT2, plus banners and blueprint style Porsche drawings. 
That way I can enjoy the view even during the winter when 
the 911 is in a pole barn for storage. It would be an honor to 
serve the region again as a board member.
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Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum Exhibit Explores  
Evolution of the Porsche 911 

 
 
The Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum explores what might not have been if Porsche had 
discontinued its flagship car with its newest exhibit -- 
 
Porsche 911: The Evolution of an Icon, runs November 17, 2022, through April 2, 2023, at the 
Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum, 10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, OH 44106. For more 
information, visit www.thecrawfordmuseum.org.  
 
About the Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum 
The Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum is located at the Cleveland History Center and is part of the 
Western Reserve Historical Society. The Crawford—originally known as the Thompson Products 
Auto Album—was founded by Thompson Products (now TRW) president Frederick C. Crawford and 
opened on August 13, 1943, as one of the first car museums in the U.S. In 1945, Ruth Franklin was 
named curator and became one of the first female museum curators in the U.S. Franklin held that 
position for 26 years and was the first woman named to the Board of Trustees for the Antique 
Automobile Club of America. Mr. Crawford’s collection became part of the Western Reserve 
Historical Society in 1963, and on September 11, 1965, opened its doors as the Frederick C. 
Crawford Auto-Aviation Museum in a new building at its current location at 10825 East Boulevard in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
 



27

CARS FOR SALE  

2015 Porsche 911 Targa 4S: VIN:WP0BB2A95FS135032
6,145 miles! $129,991 Con-
tact Conrad at 734-645-5778 
or email Conrad@SellYourS-
portsCar.net  (11/22)

1996 Porsche 911 Turbo: VIN: WP0AC2994TS376086 
24,600 Miles. See the com-
plete description & photo 
gallery via this link: https://
conta.cc/3y0Q1Bf Contact 
Conrad at 734-645-5778 or 
email Conrad@SellYourS-

portsCar.net (11/22)

1987 Porsche 911 Carrera: 3.2L 217 HP Air Cooled SOHC 
Flat 6 Engine, 5-Speed 
Getrag G50 Manual Trans-
mission. VIN: WP0AB-
0919HS120535, 97,820 
Miles, Included: Two sets 
of Fuchs wheels, race 

seats, harnesses and bar, more. Link to photos: https://
www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/gxfuqhbo45q57fwpc9bc3/h?d
l=0&rlkey=6dqqs49rt0d7rexrse8jsot9o $74,911. Contact 
Conrad at 734.645..5778 or email Conrad@SellYourSports-
Car.net (9/22)

OTHER ITEMS

Two Used 235/40R18 Yokohama Advan Neova AD08R 
91W Tires:  with 5/32” thread. $150. Contact Andy 734-
718-6432 (5/22)

Four 18” F-150  wheels:  from a 2011 chrome package XLT.
$400.00 obo. Call Elliot @ 248-644-
8471 (02/22)
(Contact Elliot for more pictures.)

Cup 1 Wheel Set: I’m told that these Italian made wheels 
are not OEM Porsche wheels, but knock 
offs. They have been refurbished by 
Pro wheels in Detroit. Only two were 
mounted after refinishing as I wanted 
to see how they look. I preferred the 
turbo twist wheels so I’m selling these. 
(2) sized 7.5 inch by 17 & (2) sized 9.0 
inch by 17. $800 for full set. Located in 

Ann Arbor. Contact Larry Webster at lwebster19@gmail.
com. (11/21)

Four ATS Cookie Cutter Wheels from 1983 944: 15 x 7 with 
black center caps. Driven 17 years and 
stored for 20. Original finish showing 
some age. Tires too old to use. $400, lo-
cal pickup. Contact Alan Vayda 734-718-
9097 or alan@vayda.net. (7/21)

Car Storage: heated, secured $650 up to 6 months. Call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/22)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D SC L A S S I F I E D  A D S

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please contact bahnstorm-To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please contact bahnstorm-
er@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line).  Non-er@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line).  Non-
members will be charged $5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old members will be charged $5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old 
may be removed unless resubmitted.may be removed unless resubmitted.
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