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The Bahn Stormer
For Information or submissions

Contact Mike O’Rear
bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org

(Please put Bahn Stormer in the subject line) 
Deadline:  Normally by the end of the third 

week-end of the month.

Material from the The Bahn Stormer may be reprinted 
(except for ads) provided proper credit is given to the 
author and the source.  

Advertising Rates  (Per Year)

Copy is the responsibility of the advertiser.

Full Page:  $650
Half Page:  $375

Quarter Page:  $225
Business Card:  $100
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PORSCHE®, The Porsche Crest®, 
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trademarks of Porsche AG

 Advertisers

For Commercial Ads Contact Mike O’Rear 
bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org

Editor’s Note: These are the folks who print our newsletter.

d e s i g n  & p r i n t  s e r v i c e s

p: 586.774.0006 • f: 586.774.2792
30503 Gratiot • Roseville, MI 48066 • copyriteprinting.net

“Your Performance Printer” 
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3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

Your Import Experts
since 1969
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Like	 to	 See	 your	 car	 on	 the	 cover	 of	 the	
Bahn	Stormer?	I	know	I	would!		Send	your	
“arty”	 shots	 to	 bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org	
and	improve	your	chances!!

As I’m wont to do, I was putting my trip notes from our 
family vacation last summer to the Grand Canyon into an 
Excel spreadsheet. I have many reasons for logging my trip 
notes, but the primary one is generally to procrastinate 
from doing something, like filing my taxes.
 The song “By the Time I Get to Phoenix” by Glen 
Campbell popped up in my playlist as I was doing this. This 
song was written by Jimmy Webb and recorded by Glen 
Campbell some 55 years ago (1967 if you’re mathing). 
Frank Sinatra once called it “the greatest torch song ever 
written.” It was also one of the songs on my dad’s 8-track 
collection we would play on our cross-country trips. So it 
just happens to be a song I like a lot for many reasons.
 As I listened to the lyrics, thoughts from years ago 
started flooding back into my head, like: Where is he driv-
ing from? What made him leave? Where’s he going? So to 
show off my multi-tasking skill of procrastination, I decided 
to investigate these questions and, of course, write about 
it.

Head Out

In my moderate research of this song, it seems people 
believe the narrator was leaving from Los Angeles, so I’ll 
go with that. To get to Phoenix, he would probably take 
the I-10 freeway, which should have existed back in the 
1960s. Route 66 would take you further north to Flagstaff. 
According to Google, it takes about 6 hours today to make 
that trip. I don’t know when “she’ll be rising,” but let’s say 
between 6-8 am. That means leaving L.A. around midnight 
to 2 am and driving until the morning sun shines into his 
eyes as he gets to Phoenix.
 On one of our vacations, my dad had us wake up at 
midnight and pile into our Chevy van while still in our 
pajamas. He wanted to get past Chicago early to avoid 
its rush hour, which is always a good idea. So leaving L.A. 
after midnight isn’t unreasonable to me. I’m sure its traffic 
was bad back then, too.

 From Phoenix to Albuquerque is a bit over 6 hours. I 
would have probably taken I-15 to I-40 if I was coming 
from L.A., but I’m not sure if those were around back 
then. I’ll give him the benefit of the doubt. He might have 
had to drive around wild fires. In any case, his story still 
checks out. It would be around lunch time in L.A. when he 
reaches Albuquerque.

 I-40 due west from Albuquerque will take you past 
Amarillo, TX into Oklahoma. This trip to the Oklahoma bor-
der would take about 6 hours. That would have her going 
to bed around 6-8 pm, which seems a bit early. Maybe 
he expected construction traffic along the way, or he had 
to take a break after driving around 18 hours. We’ll just 
say that she’s in bed by 9 pm. Remember, this was before 
Netflix so people probably just went to bed early.

Check Out
So the timing in the song seems reasonable. The route was 
a bit dubious, but this was before Google Maps. I’m as-
suming people just pointed their cars in the general direc-
tion they want to go and asked directions along the way.
 It’s hard to say how much the conditions in the 1960s 
differ from today and how they would affect driving times. 
I’m guessing he’s driving a pick-up that gets bad gas mile-
age compared to today, which means a lot more fill-ups—
just one of the many variabilities that can creep into this 
analysis. Maybe one day I’ll try this route out to see how 
it’s changed over the years.
 I just wish there were more verses so we can find out 
where his final destination is to see if Google Maps has a 
better route.

By the Time I Get To Phoenix By the Time I Get To Phoenix 
By RSR’s Cranky Webmeister Emmanuel (Eman) GarciaBy RSR’s Cranky Webmeister Emmanuel (Eman) Garcia



6

 
 

      

Save These Dates 
- May 10th: Waterford Hills Beginners’ Day 
- June 10th – 12th: Grattan Raceway 
- September 13th: Waterford Hills 
 

What better way to learn how your Porsche really handles. 
Excellent instructors will accommodate your skill, and 
comfort levels and show you how to enjoy your car’s 
capabilities in a controlled and super safe environment.  
 
For more details go to https://rsp.pca.org/bs/drivers-ed/   

As another Mikey said, “Try it, You’ll Like It!!” 
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RSR Calendar of Events

July 11 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS Build-
ing, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

July 16 (Sat.) 1:30-9:30 PM: Porsches in the Park -- Ger-
man Park (5549 Pontiac Trail, Ann Arbor) (see the ad on 
page 23)

August 1 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS 
Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

August 21 (Sun.) Tentative: Drive to Yankee Air Museum

September 12 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- 
NCMS Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

September 13 (Tues.): Waterford Hills High Performance 
Drivers’ Education

October 22 (Sat.) Tentative:  Fall Color Tour

November 6 (Sun.) Tentative: Polar Bear Run

December 10 (Sat.) Holiday Party

Other Events of Interest

Third Saturday of every month April thru October, 7:30 
AM to 9:00 AM:  Ann Arbor Cars and Coffee.  Zinger-
man’s Road House, Ann Arbor (see ad this page) 

July 15 (Fri.): Ann Arbor Rolling Sculpture Car Show

July 16 (Sat.): Keeneland Concours d’Elegance in Lexing-
ton, Kentucky featuring Porsche as the Feature Marque. 
(see ad on page 18).

August 20 (Sat.): Woodward Dream Cruise
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Current Membership 540*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

* Includes 338 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with 
PCA national.

New Members

Maurcio Moraes & Crystal Guerard
Wixom, MI
2015 Boxster

Jonathan & Kana Wilson
Ann Arbor, MI
2007 911 Turbo

Gary & Carolyn Starin ..................... 37
Tom & Lynda Bliznik ........................ 31
Jim & Liz Christopher ...................... 29
Steve & Mary Shanks ...................... 29
Peter & Dara Church ....................... 25
Robert & Sharon Curry ................... 25
Elliott & Wendy Wagenheim .......... 25
Dan Hudson & Jona Kirts-Hudson .. 23
Stewart & Sally Free ....................... 20
Dan & Hope Gaulin ......................... 20
Steve & Jean Howorth .................... 18

Tom Bloom & Beth Trollman .......... 17
Eric & Kristin Gedeon ..................... 16
Al & Claire Utter ............................. 16
Nick Priest ....................................... 14
Richard Chang & 
     Tonya Kneff-Chang ..................... 12
Jon Heidorn & Deb Kop .................. 12
Mike & Kiyomi Wenners ................. 12
Jonathan & Kana Wilson................... 9
John Loomis ...................................... 8
Gary & Sue Sikkema ......................... 8

Dave & Coleen Thurston ................... 8
Christopher Bahlman & Alex Pratt .... 7
Matthew Romano ............................. 6
Randy & Annie Stephens .................. 6
James Hoyt ....................................... 5
Sam & Jenny Jalet ............................. 4
Tom Yurmanovic ............................... 4
Mika Cherdon ................................... 2
Vincent Genise ................................. 2
Jared Pedrys ..................................... 2
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Grattan Racetrack Three Day HPDEGrattan Racetrack Three Day HPDE
Words by Mike O’Rear, photos by Will Anthony, Henry G., Burghard Linn,  & Glenn TrappWords by Mike O’Rear, photos by Will Anthony, Henry G., Burghard Linn,  & Glenn Trapp

A sunny warm, and sometimes hot, weekend saw more 
than 60 students and 20 instructors attend Rally Sport Re-
gion’s annual three day track event at Grattan Raceway. 
 The weekend started on Friday for solo qualified par-
ticipants and included PCA HPDE instructor training and 
certification. Wally Ruiz, a PCA National Instructor from 
Houston, held a training seminar designed for experienced 
instructors who wished to become included in PCA’s Na-
tional Instructor Data Base (Photos on page 12). The semi-
nar included four hours of classroom instruction and eight 
on-track sessions with a final test session to qualify for the 
Data Base. This PCA effort melds nicely with the instructor 
improvement efforts that Christian Maloof and our region 
have done over the past five years with the Motorsport 
Safety Foundation
 Saturday’s events included a barbecue dinner and li-
bations. Nothing beats track bragging under a tent on a 

summer evening. Tim Wadsworth from Track First kindly 
provided a number of gifts for the raffle. The company has 
joined our Grattan event in the past offering participants 
the opporunity to see and touch a wide variety of helmets, 
safety gear and other track equipment. 
 Sunday’s sessions concluded with everyone feeling they 
had had plenty of track time.
 Thanks, as always, to Porsche of Ann Arbor, Christian 
Maloof and Watermark Construction for their continued 
generous support of this and previous events. 
 It goes without saying that this event would not be 
possible without the contributions of Christian Maloof, 
Track Chair for this event, our driving instructors and the 
RSR Track Committee including Rich Chang, Charlie Brown 
III, Peter Grant, Alex Green, Tom Green, Kevin Kral, Tom 
Krueger, Phil Mather, Tim Pott and Arnie Spieker. 

New member Charles Schenk and his 2009 Carrera.

Instructor Arnie Speiker takes the inside line in a 2012 Cayman R.
A Grattanparticipant exits the Tech Inspection shed 
in his 2012 Cayman.

Members Randy Beikmann, Burghard Linn, Tom Krueger and Arnie 
Speiker enjoy the Saturday evening barbeque.



11

Instructor Frank Burger offering suggestions to Estella 
Woo’s Crew Chief on how to make her car faster

RSR photographer Henry G. pondering future pos-
siblities.

Estella Woo in her 944 Turbo

If you are looking for a hundreth of a second im-
provement in your lap time here is the man to see 
-- Christian Maloof.

Track Registar Charlie Brown III, Chief Instructor 
Christian Maloof and Rich Chang (far right) register 
participants for the weekend.

Instructor Valerie Maloof and others partake of deluxe barbecue
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PCA National Instructor Wally Ruiz and the the advanced class for High Performance Drivers’ Education instructors -- 
see page 10 for more detail. 



13

Most of us don’t have the luxury of a hoist in our garages to 
simplify maintenance tasks such as oil changes or swapping 
tires.  We have to resort to jacks and jackstands instead, as 
I did for years.  
 There are a number of difficulties with putting your car 
on jackstands.  First of all, if you’re using the officially desig-
nated lifting points on your car for the jackstands, you need 
to find somewhere else to put the jack in order to lift the 
car.  There are some clever solutions for this problem: for 
example the Rennstand from safejacks.com or the bars from 
liftbars.com.  But, both of these solutions have drawbacks—
particularly for cars with a low ride height.  Jackstands also 
don’t normally get your car high enough to get under the 
car, especially if you use a creeper or are not slightly built.  
And the higher you extend the jackstands, the less stable 
the car seems.  
 A few years ago, I moved from my Northville city house 
with its claustrophobic two car garage out to a more rural 
house with a pole barn.  Oh happy day!  I briefly considered 
installing a two-post lift in the barn, but decided that would 
take up too much space due to the way my barn is laid out.  
So, instead I went with QuickJack portable car lifts.  When 
not in use, these take up very little floor space—you can just 
store them up against a wall.  

When it’s time to lift your car, you position the QuickJacks 
on the floor, drive your car between them, slide the Quick-
Jacks under the car, and lift from the factory lift points.  The 
QuickJacks come with rubber blocks to protect the car, and 
I also use hard plastic pucks which mate perfectly with the 
Boxster lift points so I am sure I am lifting my car from ex-
actly the correct spot.  

The QuickJacks get my car about 22” off the ground, which 
is plenty of height for me to get under the car on a creeper.  
There is also an intermediate height position about 12” off 
the ground, which is better for tire changes.  They mechani-
cally lock at both of these positions, so you are not depend-
ing on the hydraulics to keep your car in the air.  

QuickJack Portable Car Lift ReviewQuickJack Portable Car Lift Review
  By RSR member Steve Gross

(Continued on page 15)
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(QuickJacks from page 13)

 Compared to jacks and jackstands, the QuickJacks are 
somewhat expensive.  But, compared to a hoist they are 
a bargain.  There are various length and weight capacity 
options.  I got the model 7000TL: “standard” length, with 
7000 lb capacity—overkill for my Boxster, but needed for 
my F-150.  These list for about $1800, but occasionally go 
on sale at quickjack.com for $200 off.  Sometimes Costco 
has an even better online deal for a bundle package includ-
ing some accessories like the wall hooks and adapters for 

trucks and SUVs.  Or if you’re very lucky you might find a set 
on Craigslist or Facebook Marketplace.  I was watching both 
of these sites for a month or so before springing for a new 
unit.  Of course, a set popped up on Craigslist in Toledo just 
after my spiffy new ones arrived—these were snapped up 
by a fellow Rally Sport Region member. 
 QuickJacks do have some downsides.  They are some-
what heavy—around 90 lbs per side for the 7000TL.  The 
5000TL is about 20 lbs lighter per side.  They do have wheels 
on one end to help maneuver them around but they are still 
a bit awkward to move.  I modified mine by adding extra 
wheels on the diagonal arms—these help with positioning 
the pieces under the car, but then lift out of the way so the 
car weight does not rest on them.  First-time assembly is 
also a little bit fiddly and can result in hydraulic fluid leaks 
on your garage floor if you are not careful.  
 I am very happy with my QuickJacks.  If you are a do-it-
yourselfer and you want to see them in person, come pay 
me a visit.  I’m not sponsored by QuickJack or anything like 
that, just a satisfied customer.  

(Editor’s Note:  This was a great article! If you have tools 
or services that our members would appreciate knowing 
about, don’t be shy. Share your experiences.)



Everyone welcome Tim Pott to the Orion team. 
Tim joined us in 2020 and brings his extensive 
Porsche experience and great attitude to 
brighten our days. We are expanding our 
expert  Porsche coverage to  include more 
performance/racing and vintage services. 
Now we are 356 to 992 woohoo!

ORION WELCOMES YOUR 
PORSCHE’S BEST FRIEND: TIM!
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Where have all of the nice 944s gone?  Where? To Bring A 
Trailer of course.  Don’t waste your time on Craigslist look-
ing for something nearby or reasonably priced.  The clos-
est 944 you’ll find is somewhere in Ohio several hours and 
many dollars’ worth of gasoline away.  If you need a 944 
in your stable your best bet is BaT or even Cars.com.  Just 
don’t forget your check book.  But what if you just enjoy 
admiring 944s.  We all know you don’t have to own great 
art (or cars) to appreciate them.  Even that seems to be an 
issue as even my local car shows, and coffee events have 
been bereft of 944s (except mine) this year.    What to do?
 Never fear.  If all you really need is a 944 contact buzz 
consider attending 944Fest 2022 at Nelson Ledges in Sep-
tember.  It’s a 3-day event celebrating all things good about 
front engines, Wasserkühlen, and pop-up head lights.   
 There is a 944 only DE on Friday and an open DE (9Fest) 
for all comers on Saturday and Sunday under the PCA HPDE 
guidelines.   Everything you need to know is at 944fest.
com.  The tech form is even on the 944Fest website ready 
to download and get you onto the Nelson Ledges pave-
ment.  The Northern Ohio and Eastern Buckeye regions are 
hosting the Saturday and Sunday DE portions of the event 
under the 9fest banner.  Just bring your 911 or Cayman or 
whatever and commune with your front engine brethren.  
9fest even has its own website with everything you need to 
know including a swag store at 9fest.com.
 According to the 944fest website there were some slots 
left for the Friday 944 DE as of today (July 17).  But you 
don’t have to do the DE to attend.  Registration is only $36 
bucks and even if you don’t register in time for the Friday 
DE, you can still participate in a Poker Run, Car Show, and 
cookout on Saturday.  You can also enjoy a beer swap event 
around the bonfire Saturday night.  If Friday doesn’t fit into 
your schedule, you can still do all the fun non-DE stuff on 
Saturday and run some 9fest DE sessions on Saturday and 
Sunday. 
 I attended this event in August of 2019.  I also wrote 
about it for the September 2019 edition of the Bahn Storm-
er if you’re interested in looking it up.  
 I focused on the Friday DE because I really wanted to re-
learn Nelson Ledges, a track I had not competed on since 
the 1980’s.  If you haven’t been to Nelson Ledges, you 
should think about going.  Waterford and Gratten are so 
close and easy to get to we sometimes forget that there are 
two excellent tracks to our south, Mid-Ohio, and Nelson 

Ledges.   When I attended 944 fest in 2019 it had recently 
been repaved and the surface was excellent.  The track it-
self is great fun to drive with some very fast sweepers and 
a tight (i.e. frustrating) right hand hairpin leading onto the 
main straight.  If you want to see how it’s done check out 
the Lap of the World channel on YouTube.  It covers not 
only driving the track but how to get there, where to stay, 
and where to find grub.
 Another reason for you 944 owners to consider attending 
944fest is that our cars really made their reputation run-
ning at Nelson Ledges during the 1980s. Turbos and NA cars 
raced against other production showroom stock vehicles in 
the Longest Day of Nelson Ledges starting in 1982.  The car 
was an NA 944 entered in the prototype class by Porsche-
Audi of Bedford, Ohio.  It won its class and the overall event 
beating out a Z28 Camaro entered by Guldstrand Engineer-
ing.  Go to http://racinghistoryproject.com/nelsonledges.
htm to get the complete history of results.
 This track and this event were a big deal at that time.  A 
924 ran the first longest day event in 1980 and the 944 tur-
bo won it outright in 1984 running in the prototype class.  
In fact, several well-known and successful period drivers in-
cluding John Morton, Jim Busby, and Price Cobb competed 
in the Longest Day driving 944 and 944 turbos.   
 So, if not for you, do it for your 944.  Go to Nelson Ledges 
and 944fest.  Give your faithful vintage steed a chance to 
experience some of the nostalgia of the “glory days” of 
showroom stock racing, competing against and beating its 
period brethren in a test of endurance and speed.  Not only 
will your 944 will thank you, you will be rewarded with an 
excellent track driving experience.    

The 944 ChroniclesThe 944 Chronicles
 By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn) By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

2019 Event Participants
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 Horsepower in Horse Country 
 
The nineteenth annual Keeneland Concours d’Elegance will be held on July 16, 2022 in the heart 
of horse country, Lexington, Kentucky.  The venue is the historic Keeneland Race Track.  The 
Feature Marque will be Porsche.  Four of the 20 judged classes will be Porsche.  In addition, the 
PCA Bluegrass Region (BGS) will be holding a Porsche Hospitality Park inside the dedicated 
Car Club Paddock area.  On the day prior to the concours, the BGS will also be hosting PCA 
Friday at Keeneland.  PCA events this day will include a morning Concours Appreciation 
Training Session and an afternoon drive through horse country.  Other activities available for 
visitors to enjoy include self-guided Walking Tours of the venue, visit to Gift Shop, observing 
Morning Thoroughbred Workouts, Meals at the Track Kitchen, Back Scenes of Concours site 
prep and the Keeneland Library.  Also, nearby attractions include the KY Horse Park, the KY 
Aviation Museum, Distilleries, the KY Castle and Horse Farms.  You may want to spend the 
entire weekend! 
  
To learn more about the Keeneland Concours and possibly nominate a Porsche for competition, 
check out their website at https://keenelandconcours.com/ 
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Riding Nowhere
Summer is track season, but it’s also travel season. And if 
you own a Porsche, what is better than taking a road trip in 
it? Especially with no particular place to go, as Chuck Berry 
wrote. Caymans and 911’s have plenty of space to pack for 
a long weekend for two, and are comfortable when doing it 
(especially once you are out of Michigan). Just driving it is 
fun, so where you go hardly matters.
 Tara and I share a common love of picking a destination, 
but only vaguely planning the trip. We have a couple of 
things we’d like to do for sure, and if we know they could 
sell out, we’ll reserve our spots. But otherwise, we don’t re-
serve hotel rooms or tours, and just kind of see what devel-
ops, until we end up back in Brighton. Once I even missed 
an exit to one destination, so we decided to go somewhere 
else! You never know what rabbit hole you might fall into 
(including Rabbit Hole Distillery, which turned out to have 
some nice bourbon).
  

  There are risks to traveling like this, including getting on 
each other’s nerves deciding what to do next, wasting 
some hard-earned time-off doing so, and occasionally get-
ting stuck in a crummy hotel. But it allows for an element of 
discovery, and we expect it and manage it.
 It turns out Paul McCartney wrote the theme song for our 
road trips, while getting lost with Linda:

Two of us riding nowhere
Spending someone’s hard-earned pay
You and me, Sunday driving
Not arriving, on our way back home

 Evidently Linda loved getting lost even as a girl riding with 
her father, and she loved doing the same with Paul. They 
would deliberately not look at road signs and just see where 
they ended up. How else do you explore today, when every-
thing is mapped and documented to death? It’s a chance to 
escape our GPS-structured rut.
 When you think about it, there are also risks in complete-
ly planning things out. Before you go somewhere, you don’t 
really know “the lay of the land.” The area, the people, the 
food, and the roads are all new to you. The itinerary you (or 
someone else) put together may not cover the things you’d 
want to see and do.
 You may find out from the patrons of a local pub about 
a few things that are more interesting than what you’d 
planned. If your trip is with a big tour group, you may never 
get a chance to sit down with the locals in the first place. If 
you do hear of something unexpected you’d like to do, you 
might not be able to fit it in. And if you’re in a tour bus, you 
don’t get that windshield view of the mountains or the awe-
some thunderstorm ahead of you towering over the plains.
Traveling in a pair and being spontaneous allows unique ex-
periences:
 
- Getting lost west of Lexington, KY and finding yourself 

between beautiful racing horse ranches, with the roads 
bordered by bluegrass ditches trimmed neater than our 
yard.

- That conversation you have with a bartender, in Henry 
Clay’s old law office, about career choices.

- Taking an impromptu tour of Keeneland Race Course 
and finding out their track kitchen has the best breakfast 
around, and at the best prices (let’s keep that one to our-
selves).

- Getting lost in Ireland and finding all sorts of interesting 
ruins, no matter where you go.

- Ending up on a one-lane dirt road in England, meeting 
another car, and not being quite sure what to do.

 All along the way, you are storing up your own experienc-
es, stories, and discoveries. As Paul wrote in the same song,

You and I have memories
Longer than the road
That stretches out ahead

Caymans & CommentaryCaymans & Commentary
 By member Randy Beikmann By member Randy Beikmann
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Things I Won’t Drive
Many people observe how much I enjoy driving and assume 
that any form of driving would bring me equal enjoyment.  
But as I think about what I have driven and what opportuni-
ties I might find for driving I have to admit that not all driv-
ing is pleasurable and there are many driving opportunities 
I would decline. 
 For beginners I drive for enjoyment and entertainment 
and not for employment.  It is not that I am independently 
wealthy to turn down getting paid to drive but the obliga-
tions of a driving job detract from the enjoyment.  I totally 
respect people whose jobs involve driving; I just don’t see 
myself in that kind of occupation.  For example I love in-
structing at drivers schools and especially enjoy the in-
teraction with the students.  When I did instruct for Track 
Time Incorporated I was offered pay per student and event 
payment which I tuned down.  At the time I had a full time 
job but that was not a conflict. I just felt that my payment 
was the enjoyment of the driving itself and I would rather 
see the school make a profit and thus continue to exist and 
thrive.  
 Our current PCA driving schools reward the instructors 
with free event time on track.  I will say that I usually draw 
the line at paying to instruct but only because I have enough 
opportunities that I can choose which events I do.  As it is 
I have begun to pass up events that cost me gas, lodging 
and meals if there is a suitable less expensive option.   I will 
also pass up driving events which are manufacturer demon-
stration events.  It would seem to be an obvious great op-
portunity to drive someone else’s car at no cost.   The only 
reason that I no longer want to drive at these events is that 
there are risks involved in driving a strange car at possibly 
a strange location.  There is not that much gain to offset 
the possible liability.  That kind of holds true for driving any 
student’s car at a driving school event.  I don’t mind giving 
a ride in my own car but there is really not that much to be 
gained by the student to observe me fumbling around in a 
car that is new to me.   That also covers driving someone 
else’s car on the street.   I always appreciate the offer but 
I would much prefer being the passenger and enjoying the 
driving skills of the owner. 
 Then there are the obvious professional driving oppor-
tunities I would avoid.  One is being an Uber or other ver-
sion of taxi driver.  I have had many opportunities to drive 
a relative to some special event or appointment.  They pre-

sume that I enjoy driving so they are providing me an op-
portunity to enjoy the drive.  I welcome the opportunity to 
provide a needed service but it is not especially rewarding 
as a driving event.  The other disincentive is that it requires 
some pre-planning and I willingly admit that I am directions 
challenged.   Driving a school bus definitely falls into the cat-
egory of what I won’t drive.   I respect those people who do 
drive school busses almost as essential services and I have 
heard the stories of how rewarding it can be but also the 
stories of how challenging it can be.  The same goes for any 
other form of bus transportation.   While I am on the subject 
there is no way I would become a long haul or even short 
haul trucker.  I have relatives who are in that business and 
the offer is out there if I ever choose to take it.  But I also 
know how hard that business is and how dangerous as well 
as mind numbingly monotonous. 
 Getting back to specific machines I will not drive a mo-
torcycle.  Perhaps if I had started when I was young as many 
current riders are it could be a different story.  But the skill 
of driving a motorcycle well is difficult and time consum-
ing to acquire.   I am afraid the thrill of speed would be my 
downfall.  Even if I could restrain myself to cruising, the dan-
gers of even well groomed public roads are offset by the 
dangers of mixing it up in even ordinary traffic.  Some of 
my more honest friends who drive motorcycles tell me that 
there are only two kinds of riders, those who have come off 
their bike and those who have yet to experience it.   I am an 
avid bicycle rider and know both the experience of crashing 
on my bike and of being hit by cars while riding.  I will still 
ride but limit myself to routes that have no or very little traf-
fic, to lower speeds and I always wear a helmet.  
 In a different direction I will not drive a snowmobile or 
a jet ski.  To me they are just different forms of a motor-
cycle with most of the same dangers and most of the same 
skill requirements.  Perhaps the common theme is that 
these things require self control and a good sense of bal-
ance which may be in short supply as I grow older.  Certainly 
much of my decision process involves a certain feeling of 
self preservation that I have only gained over time.  Am I 
missing out on my self-imposed limits on driving?  Perhaps, 
but what driving I do is immensely satisfying.

Ramblings From a Life With CarsRamblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz 
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275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Inaugural Gathering of 100+ Porsches – Socializing - Time Speed 
Distance Rally - Driving Tours - Car Judging – Dinner - German Band - Dancing 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  JJuullyy  1166tthh

11::3300  –– 99::3300  ppmm
German Park, Ann Arbor, MI

Enjoy some 100+ Porsches gathered for a fun filled weekend in Ann Arbor 
• AAnnnn  AArrbboorr  RRoolllliinngg  SSccuullppttuurree  – Friday July 15th 2 – 9 pm  
• AAnnnn  AArrbboorr  CCaarrss  &&  CCooffffeeee – Saturday July 16th 7:30 – 9:00 am
• PPoorrsscchheess  iinn  tthhee  PPaarrkk  22002222  – Saturday July 16th 1:30 – 9:30 pm 

Entry Fee $60/person (includes dinner and all activities) – must pre-register by July 2
Limited to PCA & prospective PCA members

Porsches from all over Zone 4 PCA will gather @ German Park (5 miles 
north of Ann Arbor) for a great afternoon & evening of activities and 

socializing.   All Porsches are welcome from classic to the latest, cars to 
SUVs to tractors, water – air – electric, rear - mid – front engine. 

Featuring a superb dinner 
from TThhee  PPrroodduuccee  SSttaattiioonn

EErriicc  NNeeuubbaauueerr  EEnnsseemmbbllee
Die Dorfmusikanten

For more information, please visit https://rsp.pca.org/bs/events/porsches-in-the-park/

Hotel Room Blocks  
• Ann Arbor Sheraton @ $139/night
• Ann Arbor Residence Inn @ $189/night
• Ann Arbor Hampton Inn @ $134/night

see website for details

Ann Arbor Rolling Sculpture
• Must pre-register to show car ($35) 

otherwise its free to attend
• https://mainstreetannarbor.org/rolling-

sculpture
Sponsored by

For more information, please contact jonheidorn@comcast.net or 734.239.2942 – cell 
For more info go here
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board Meeting Minutes

Monday, June 6, 2022

Peter Grant:  President...........................................Present 
Jon Heidorn: Vice-President ....................................Absent
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present 
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ................................Present
Charlie Brown III ......................................................Absent
Dave Finch ..............................................................Present

Wally Haley ............................................................Present
Jon Heidorn ............................................................Present
Matt Huber ............................................................Present
Kevin Kral: ..............................................................Present 
Phil Mather .............................................................Absent
Ian Scott ..................................................................Absent

Members & Visitor Present:  Glenn Trapp, Dan Kantrow, 
Chris Short, Greg Bowlby, Chuck Schenk, Tim Boertman, Gary 
Hibler, Dennis Huibregtse, Tom Neil, Will Rogers, and Jim 
Schorr

Call to Order:  Peter called the meeting to order at 6:55PM at 
the NCMS Building, Ann Arbor.

President’s Report:  Peter and Jon discussed before the 
meeting that our social events are a little light.  With that in 
mind Peter is organizing an event at the Yankee air museum 
and a ride on the C47.  Date is set for August 21.

Meeting Minutes:  May meeting minutes were reviewed.  
Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard reviewed the May Financials.  
Motion: To approve the financial report passed.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to club mem-
bers. Email Burghard Linn at burghard.linn@gmail.com

Insurance Report:   Wally Haley will work on the insurance for 
the drive to Yankee Air Museum.  Certificates set for Grattan.  

Sponsorship Report:  Tim report to Peter that from his 
perspective the sponsorship is on track for Porsches in the 
Park.  Hagerty check was delivered. Waiting on Germain and 
Monks.  Minor sponsors also signing up.  

Advertising Report:  No report.

Membership:  Glenn announced that the club membership is 
down to 326 members. 

Track Report:   Grattan should turn a profit and the atten-
dance is up.  Investigating a fourth DE event at a different 
venue.  
 
Newsletter:    Mike set the newsletter deadline for June 19.
Website: No report.

Events Committee:  Jon sent a report via email.
• 12-Jun:  Porsche Parade
• 16-Jul :  Porsches in the Park, German Park
• 21-Aug:   Drive to Yankee Air Museum
• 22-Oct:  Fall Color Tour
• 06-Nov:  Polar Bear Run
• 10-Dec:  Holiday Party

New Business:  Elections:  Three are for re-election and Kevin 
Kral will have to be replaced with a new member.

Old Business:  None
 
Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
7:22PM. Minutes taken by Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary.

Road-Keeper Dual HD vehicle 
video system with GPS

The compact unit contains both 1080p HD cameras, GPS, 
accelerometers, and status screen. This allows for a very 
secure and stealthy installation in your vehicle. 

Use Road-Keeper on the road or at the track. Fully compatible 
with our Race-Keeper Comparo analysis application. Both 
cameras can be adjusted vertically and horizontally. Includes: 
power cord, 32GB Micro SD card, and mounting bracket.

Our latest innovation in video data systems is the Trivinci 
Road-Keeper system for recording dual stream 1080p full 
HD video and audio with GPS and accelerometer data.  $399

For more information:  Bill Stevens  614-214-9732  
   billstevens61@att.net
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CARS FOR SALE  

1986 Porsche 944: Black on Black. Second owner car. Super 
clean car and always ga-
raged.  Come take a look 
for yourself. Contact Don 
at 810-231-9440. Asking 
$9,499. (9/21)

OTHER ITEMS

2007 Honda Shadow Aero:  This is a full size bike which 
sits low and is easy to ride with 
a 750cc class v-twin engine and 
shaft drive.  It has a five speed 
manual transmission and carries 
several accessories.  It has very 
low milage and is in excellent 

condition and has always been garaged and covered when 
not in use. $2,850.  If interested call Doug at 248-330-2024.
(6/22)

2018 Renegade Valencia 38RW motorhome: great condi-
tion, 35,000 miles $195,000 
Tom Krueger (313) 570-2223 
(5/22)

Two Used 235/40R18 Yokohama Advan Neova AD08R 
91W Tires:  with 5/32” thread. $150. Contact Andy 734-
718-6432 (5/22)

Four 18” F-150  wheels:  from a 2011 chrome package XLT.
$400.00 obo. Call Elliot @ 248-
644-8471 (02/22)
(Contact Elliot for more pictures.)

Cup 1 Wheel Set: I’m told that these Italian made wheels 
are not OEM Porsche wheels, but knock offs. They have 
been refurbished by Pro wheels in Detroit. Only two were 

mounted after refinishing as I wanted 
to see how they look. I preferred the 
turbo twist wheels so I’m selling these. 
(2) sized 7.5 inch by 17 & (2) sized 9.0 
inch by 17. $800 for full set. Located in 
Ann Arbor. Contact Larry Webster at 
lwebster19@gmail.com. (11/21)

Four ATS Cookie Cutter Wheels from 1983 944: 15 x 7 with 
black center caps. Driven 17 years and 
stored for 20. Original finish showing 
some age. Tires too old to use. $400, lo-
cal pickup. Contact Alan Vayda 734-718-
9097 or alan@vayda.net. (7/21)

981 Boxster/Cayman Winter Tires & Wheels: Starke FC 
aftermarket wheels: 2 ea. 19x8.5 5-130 
ET52; 2 ea. 19x9.5 5-130 ET43. All w/Huf 
OEM TPMS sensors, plus 2 Pilot Alpin 
snow tires 235/40-19, very lightly used. 
$400. Chris Bahlman cwb66cad@gmail.

com 248-930-9203. (03/22)

Porsche OEM 19” 997 wheels: Fronts are 19 x 8.5 and the 
rears are 19 x 11. These are great, 
lightweight wheels perfect to dress 
up your 997, or for your best set of 
track tires. Not perfect, but nearly so. 
$1250. Contact Peter 734-604-1622 
(5/21)

4 Original Fuchs wheels: 15 x 7, dates not matched, 2 of 
the 4 wheels never mounted. $900, 
local pickup.  Contact Keith at 248-
439-0706. (04/21)

Car Storage: heated, secured $650 up to 6 months. Call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/20)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D SC L A S S I F I E D  A D S

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please 
contact bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer contact bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer 
Ad” in the subject line).  Non-members will be charged Ad” in the subject line).  Non-members will be charged 
$5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be $5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be 
removed unless resubmitted.removed unless resubmitted.
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This year’s Central PA Region All Porsche Swap Meet hap-
pened on Saturday, April 30th in Carlisle, PA. Previously held 
at the Giant Center parking lot at Hershey Park for more than 
25 years, it was moved to the Carlisle fairgrounds last year 
which was a nice upgrade. The facilities at Carlisle are much 
more conducive to a huge crowd and the atmosphere  has 
been great. Even if one has nothing on their shopping list it 
is a wonderful event to attend. With a few thousand attend-
ees, over 1,000 cars in the Porsche only parking area and a 
few hundred vendors, calling it a spectacle is actually doing 
it a disservice. 
 If you are a track junkie, you will be in good company. If 
you are all about the early cars there will be something there 
for you. If brand new cars are your thing there is plenty to 

see and if your interests fall somewhere in between (like 
most PCA members), then your interests will be represented 
tenfold. The list of what’s there is virtually endless; need 
some trick suspension pieces for your track car? Not only is 
the vendor there for what you need, he is probably also the 
guy who designed the parts and is willing to spend as much 
time as you need to understand if it is the right setup for you. 
Looking for LED lighting upgrades for your vintage car? It’s 
there. How about some old dealer literature, brochures or 
posters? Multiple vendors are there selling items you’ve only 
seen in books or magazines. If you can imagine it, you will 
see it there.
 Watch cpa-pca.org to find the date for next year’s event!

Central Pennsylvania Region’s All Porsche Swap 2022Central Pennsylvania Region’s All Porsche Swap 2022
Story & photos by  Member Sebastian GaetaStory & photos by  Member Sebastian Gaeta
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