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The Bahn Stormer
For Information or submissions

Contact Mike O’Rear
bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org

(Please put Bahn Stormer in the subject line) 
Deadline:  Normally by the end of the third 

week-end of the month.

Material from the The Bahn Stormer may be reprinted 
(except for ads) provided proper credit is given to the 
author and the source.  

Advertising Rates  (Per Year)

Copy is the responsibility of the advertiser.

Full Page:  $650
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Quarter Page:  $225
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From the Front Seat
 By RSR President Peter Grant By RSR President Peter Grant

It’s about 11pm on one of those 
glorious late spring evenings. The 
kind of evening, and the day that 
preceded it, that we call to mind 
when we ask ourselves “why do I 
live here”?...the question usually 
occurring on some mid-January 
day or night when the wind is 
blowing the heavily falling snow 
sideways and taking the wind chill 
down below the zero mark. Why 

do I live here indeed?
 Tonight is certainly one of those reasons. The love of 
my life (that would be my wife Melanie…and yes, she does 
exist) is long ago in bed and asleep, and our cantankerous 
puppy Frida has just been placed in her crate for the eve-
ning…and now it’s “me” time. So, I’ve fired up the 944 S2 
as I’m feeling like rowing my own gears this drive and head 
out into the night. There’s a light breeze from the south and 
the temperature is about 75 degrees…it’s just about perfect 
out. I take I-94 west out to Zeeb and turn north to Huron 
River Drive. Again, it’s about 11pm as I turn right (east) onto 
my favorite stretch of this wonderful road.
 Interestingly, I’m not at all inclined to make this a “spir-
ited” drive, but rather a leisurely run along the river so that 
I can enjoy both the sounds of the river life and the low 
purr of the 3.0L 16 valve 4-cylinder that’s up front, under 
the hood, and leading this parade of one. The windows are 
down and the breeze blows gently through the car, while in-
side the car, the gauges are brightly lit (944 people will raise 
an eyebrow at this!), telling me that all is in order. Indeed, in 
this moment for me…all’s right with the world. 
 At this time of night, it’s unusual to run into many cars. In 
fact, I’ve done the entire run from Zeeb east to where the 
road dumps onto Main at the US-23 north and south junc-
tion without seeing a single car. Those are the best runs…
the sense of solitude and harmony with both the environ-
ment and the car merging into a feeling of well-being that’s 
hard to describe. While Melanie is very supportive of my 
late-night drives, she confesses that she just does “not get 
it”. Fair enough. I’m not sure I “get it”, but I can tell you I 
sure as heck enjoy them. Maybe someone needs to write 
the book: “Zen and the Art of the Late-Night Drive”. Hmm-
mmm?
 But getting back to the question of “why do I live here”, 
there are other benefits to living on the planet in a place 

that has four seasons. For example, when would you find 
time to install that left-handed widget you’ve been want-
ing to install for the past several months. Winter is the per-
fect time for such projects, and takes no time away from 
all those great “driving” months. Cars get pretty dirty inside 
and out during driving season. Winter is the perfect time 
to do that real “complete inside and out” detail you’ve not 
taken the time to do while the car had been “active”.
 And finally, there’s always the option of “flying in the 
face”of all that’s known and holy…drive your Porsche 
through the winter months and prove that your Porsche is 
not “just another pretty face”. As a bonus, you get to watch 
all the mouths drop as you motor on by in your snow-cov-
ered Porsche. 911s are particularly great for this as they’ve 
got such a rear-end weight bias that they actually make 
pretty decent snow cars. And of course, there are always 
those “4” 911s that can put the power down to all 4 wheels 
on both the track and in the snow. During my road-warrior 
days, I’d occasionally see a 911 in the parking garage at the 
airport in the winter months. It was amazing enough to see 
one there in the summertime, but seeing one in winter was 
always a special treat.
 And here I am thinking “Porsche” means sports car 
Porsches…911s, 944s, 928s and the like. What about all 
the Macans and Cayennes out there. Talk about all-season 
Porsches! So why do I live here? Because winter turns into 
spring and some of the glorious days and nights described 
above. Summer is for driving, whether on a tour or the 
track…rain or shine. And summer turns to autumn, when 
again you can have those halcyon days that answer the 
question usually many times over. And winter? Well, go out 
to the garage and tinker with your Porsche sports car…or 
blast through the snow in your Macan or Cayenne. Or your 
4S 911. Remember, beauty (and driving fun) is in the eye of 
the beholder (driver).

And That’s the View From the Front Seat.

Like	 to	 See	 your	 car	 on	 the	 cover	 of	 the	
Bahn	Stormer?	I	know	I	would!		Send	your	
“arty”	 shots	 to	 bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org	
and	improve	your	chances!!
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Save These Dates 
- May 10th: Waterford Hills Beginners’ Day 
- June 10th – 12th: Grattan Raceway 
- September 13th: Waterford Hills 
 

What better way to learn how your Porsche really handles. 
Excellent instructors will accommodate your skill, and 
comfort levels and show you how to enjoy your car’s 
capabilities in a controlled and super safe environment.  
 
For more details go to https://rsp.pca.org/bs/drivers-ed/   

As another Mikey said, “Try it, You’ll Like It!!” 
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RSR Calendar of Events

June 6 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS Build-
ing, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

June 10 - 12 (Fri. - Sun.): Grattan Raceway 3-day High Per-
formance Drivers’ Education

June 12 - 18 (Sun. - Sat.): Porsche Parade -- The Poconos

July 11 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS Build-
ing, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

July 16 (Sat.) 1:30-9:30 PM: Porsches in the Park -- Ger-
man Park (5549 Pontiac Trail, Ann Arbor) (see the ad on 
page 23)

August 1 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS 
Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

September 12 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- 
NCMS Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

September 13 (Tues.): Waterford Hills High Performance 
Drivers’ Education

October 22 (Sat.) Tentative:  Fall Color Tour

November 6 (Sun.) Tentative: Polar Bear Run

December 10 (Sat.) Tentative: Holiday Party

Other Events of Interest

Third Saturday of every month April thru October, 7:30 
AM to 9:00 AM:  Ann Arbor Cars and Coffee.  Zinger-
man’s Road House, Ann Arbor (see ad this page) 

June 25 (Sat.): Porsches at German Park -- 5549 Pontiac 
Trail, Ann Arbor  (Not the RSR event but an annual event 
that is fun to attend)

July 15 (Fri.): Ann Arbor Rolling Sculpture Car Show

July 16 (Sat.): Keeneland Concours d’Elegance in Lexing-
ton, Kentucky featuring Porsche as the Feature Marque. 
(see ad on page 18).

August 20 (Sat.): Woodward Dream Cruise
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Current Membership 544*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

* Includes 331 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with 
PCA national.

New Members
Carel Allen
Ann Arbor, MI
1982 911 SC Targa

Brian Collins
Brighton, MI
2008 911 Carrera S Cabrio

Richard Ford
Huntington Woods, MI
1985 911 Carrera

Mario Ramirez
Brighton, MI
1987 944

Charles & Ruth Schenk
Dexter, MI
2009 911 Carrera

Dawn White & Jay Fash .................. 46
Gene & Susie Goodson ................... 42
Dan & Mary Ann Kantrow .............. 35
Andy & Jill Bacon ............................ 28
James & Cathy Schorr ..................... 24
William & Katrina Guttrich ............. 23
Michael & Marcea Metzler ............. 18
Ulf Maier ........................................ 16
Michael & Brenda Sue Pillay ........... 16
George & Linda Boreczky ............... 13

Michael & Suzanne Salasky ............ 13
Ron & Lauren Silva .......................... 13
Danny & Michelle Young ................ 13
Kevin & Valerie Kral ........................ 12
Dan & Christopher Vargovick.......... 10
Richard & Corbin Dickerson .............. 9
Craig & Carol Sable ........................... 9
Brad & Chad Miller ........................... 8
Amy Skogstrom ................................. 7
Andrew Morrill & Marie Knoerl ........ 6

Ian Scott ............................................ 6
Martin Duffy ..................................... 5
Tomas & Maribel Fernandez ............. 5
Jeffrey Thomas ................................. 5
Robert & Brenda Walker................... 5
William Lynch ................................... 4
Daniel Wortman ............................... 4
Alex Chebl & Rita Coram .................. 3
Thomas Janowski .............................. 1
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Throughout the month, I try my best to monitor my elabo-
rate spreadsheet calendar in making sure every RSR event is 
posted to our online site @ https://rsp.pca.org/bs/events/ 
and to keep them sync’d up and accurate.   As I was thinking 
about writing this month’s article, I went back several years 
to compare our gatherings prior to the pandemic, during 
the pandemic, and to this year (I wanted to call this post-
pandemic but it’s too early).  I was surprised to find that we 
seem to have less activities on the calendar in 2022 as com-
pared to previous years.    I know its early in the year and 
event opportunities come up to boost that number not to 
mention the spring weather has been challenging to take the 
cars out but still, I couldn’t help but notice we have some 
great weather in front of us and some members who have 
expressed interest in future events and we need to encour-
age everyone to try new events and put them into our calen-
dar (all ideas are welcome).   
 I’m not sure if everyone is aware but I’m very impressed 
with how the RSR board does a great job of making events so 
easy to execute including Registrations (Charlie Brown), Email 
and Communication (Glenn Trapp); Track and DE (Christian 
Maloof & Phil Mather); Finances (Burghard Linn); Insurance 
(Wally Haley); Driving tours (Mike O’Rear & Tim Pott); So-
cial Media, and so many others on the board, contributing a 
great deal to make things easy to execute.   Gatherings of all 
types are what bring us together as a community, creating 
interactions that build relationships and memories.  It’s up 
to the RSR community to create new events, knowing some 
may grow into annual gatherings.   If you have any ideas for 
a gathering or are not sure where to start, please reach out 
to any board member and know there is a great support net-
work that can bring the idea into fruition.  
 Let’s highlight some key events which you’ll want to be 
aware of:
• The weekend of June 10 – 12:  High Speed Performance 

Driving Education @ Grattan is one of our signature driv-
ing events for the season.   3 days of driving with nation-
ally recognized instructors.

• The weekend of July 15 – 16 is a special Porsche weekend 
in Ann Arbor.    We are expecting some 100+ Porsches to 
gather for three different events (one is RSR – Porsches in 
the Park).
o “Porsches in the Park” on July 16th:  [1:30 – 9:30 pm]   

We’ve secured a great local venue, German Park, just 
north of Ann Arbor that can easily hold over 100+ 
Porsches and a German band along with a catered din-

ner from The Produce Station.  We’ll start in the early 
afternoon with your choice of a Time Speed Distance 
Gimmick Rally or a driving tour in the mid-afternoon.   
Before dinner, everyone is invited to participate in a 
“People’s Choice” car judging with different categories 
and prizes.  Dinner includes a very nice arrangement 
of appetizers, London broil, chicken, pasta, salads, 
and deserts.  Hagerty Insurance, Munk’s, and Germain 
Porsche of Ann Arbor are all signed on as premier spon-
sors, with the United Spinal Association of Southern 
Michigan signing up as a contributing sponsor.     The 
entry fee for everything is $60 / person with an oppor-
tunity to purchase a commemorative tee-shirt for $20.   
This will be a fun gathering of Porsches, car activities, 
music, and dancing and most importantly fellowship 
with other Porsche owners from Zone 4.   For more in-
formation and to register please visit:  https://rsp.pca.
org/bs/events/porsches-in-the-park/ Please register by 
July 1st

o Rolling Sculpture 2022 on July 15th: [2 – 9pm].   This 
is a special event that always generates a memorable 
evening of seeing all kinds of cars (some 250+ cars) 
in downtown Ann Arbor with the streets blocked off.   
Porsches have a big turnout each year and our past Ral-
ly Sport Region President, Tim Pott, sits on the commit-
tee.   Rolling Sculpture is open and free to the public.   
If you want to show your car there is a $35 registration 
fee which benefits the Ann Arbor Main Street Area As-
sociation, and you must print and send with a postmark 
no later than June 17.   To register for Rolling Sculpture 
please see https://mainstreetannarbor.org/rolling-
sculpture   (Please note, if you want to show your car, 
plan on arriving before 2pm as they stage the parking in 
the streets).   

o Ann Arbor Cars and Coffee on July 16th:  (7:30 – 
9:00am)  This is the 10th year of the Ann Arbor Cars 
and Coffee season which is held at Zingerman’s Road-
house on Jackson Rd just west of downtown.    This 
event started with a bunch of the local Rally Sport Re-
gion Porsche Club members and now has some 150+ 
cars each month.   It meets on the 3rd Saturday of every 
month and there are always great people and fantastic 
coffee and breakfast. https://www.facebook.com/An-
nArborCarsAndCoffee

Events Bring Our Community Together Events Bring Our Community Together 
By  Event Chair Jon HeidornBy  Event Chair Jon Heidorn

(Continued on page 27)
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Waterford Hills Beginners’ Day HPDEWaterford Hills Beginners’ Day HPDE
Words by Mike O’Rear, photos by Burghard Linn & Glenn TrappWords by Mike O’Rear, photos by Burghard Linn & Glenn Trapp

Rally Sport Region’s 2022 track season launched on 
Tuesday, May 1th at Waterford Hills. It was a perfect day 
for tracking and 40 students and 18 instructors showed up 
to enjoy the chance to again drive their cars to their real 
capabilities. Thanks to Chief Driving Instructor Phil Mather, 

former club Vice-President Kevin Kral who brought hydra-
tion products and Burghard Linn and Porsche of Ann 
Arbor for donuts, bagels and coffee. The event was a great 
warm-up for June’s event at Grattan Raceway.

Doug Finn joined the event with his Copenhagen 
Blue 944.

Kevin Kral (left) and Peter MacFarlane ponder-
ing the need for speed.

Puneet Manchanda has apparently 
found DEs habit forming.Member Chris Middlemass saw the light and 

moved from a Corvette to a 911 Turbo.

Tim Boertman was stunning in his ‘88 Carrera (previously owned, 
and loved, by Editor Mike O’Rear). 

Curtis Yanoski came with his 911 Carrera.

Phil Mather (far right) and Arnie Spieker (Class 
instructor & just right of Phil) brief the group on 
track rules.
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As Sim Racing is the newest of the vast array of activities 
that PCA offers, we on the administration side of it thought 
that a periodic update that could be distributed to newslet-
ter/magazine throughout the Club would be beneficial to 
the membership.
 Series 8 of the PCA National Sim Racing calendar has 
just been completed, with close and competitive racing 
throughout the four driver classifications. Our drivers were 
challenged with a wide variety of racing circuits the world 
over: from a little-known track in Australia (Winton), to one 
of the most famous and long-established in Italy (Monza). 
I’m pleased to present the Series 8 champions in each class:

Pro: Christopher Paiz, Lone Star Region
Club: Garrett Taylor, Kansas City Region
Sport: Jake Geiger, Pacific Northwest Region
Challenge: Mark LaCombe, Pacific Northwest Region

Congratulations to these four and everyone who partici-
pated in the eight events that made up the Series! As a re-
minder, all our National Series events are broadcast on our 
YouTube channel that can be found at https://www.you-
tube.com/pcasimracing. The complete Series 8 results are 
at https://pcasimracing.com/series-8/.
 

 As our National Series racing begins its “summer holi-
day”, there are plenty of other opportunities for those in-
terested in either starting with PCA Sim Racing or to main-
tain your competitive edge in the long and warm days of 
summer. In what we call our “Summer Fun League”, we are 
offering three ways to begin racing with us, or keep your 
virtual driving skills honed:

• The Entry-class League for those new to PCA Sim Racing
• The Summer Fun League, administered by our friends 

on the West Coast 
• The Arrive & Drive League, a more casual series utilizing 

both traditional and not-so-traditional racing circuits.

Information on all these Leagues, as well as anything con-
cerning PCA Sim Racing can be found on our website: 
https://pcasimracing.com/. There is an entire section devot-
ed to those who have no prior experience or understand-
ing of what is required to get involved in what is one of the 
most challenging, fun, and rewarding of all the activities 
that PCA offers for its members. There is also a “Contact 
Us” page on the website to ask us any questions that you 
have after reviewing the material available. We are looking 
forward to doing whatever we can to have you join us at 
PCA Sim Racing!

Spring 2022 PCA Sim Racing National UpdateSpring 2022 PCA Sim Racing National Update
  By: David K. Palmer, Allegheny Region and PCA Sim Racing Steering Committee

Below: A grid from one of our recent Zone Group events

Above: Chris Paiz, Series 8 PCA Pro Class 
winner at Zandvoort

(More images on page 15)
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3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

Your Import Experts
since 1969
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(SIM Racing from page 13)

Series 8 PCA Sport Class Winner Jake Geiger 
from the Pacific Northwest Region.

Series 8 PCA Challenge Class Winner Mark LaCombe from the 
Pacific Northwest Region

Series 8 PCA Club Class winner, Garrett 
Taylor at “Monza.”
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Grasping Grattan
In March I talked about how Michigan Porschephiles long 
for Spring, especially if they track. And they prepare. 
 Part of preparing might be to study the track data you re-
corded last year, or maybe the past few years. You might 
look for where you did something right on one lap but not 
the next, how you did with different tires or in different 
cars, or how you improved year to year. Since our region 
regularly goes to Grattan Raceway, it provides the perfect 
comparison point for many of us.
 My first time at Grattan was in 2015, in my 2007 Cayman 
S. At that point I had only been on Waterford Hills for one 
abbreviated day (it rained) and spent two days at Putnam 
Park with the Central Indiana Region PCA. Putnam Park is a 
relatively flat circuit where you have time to plan your next 
move. There are no more than two curves in combination, 
no sudden elevation changes, and no blind curves.
In other words, it doesn’t prepare you for Grattan, where 
most curves are at least partially blind, and the transitions 
and compromises come fast and furious. The jump is unique 
and must be mastered, for a fast lap. An experienced in-
structor I know from a different region describes Grattan as 
“an entity all to its own.”
 To be blunt, in 2015 I found Grattan to be frustrating, and 
I really struggled. I came away not liking the track. Now it’s 
my favorite. What changed?
 Having recorded data since 2015, I’ve gotten to where I 
can see how I’ve grown as a driver. Lap time is just one in-
dicator of your performance and improvement, and many 
things go into it. That said, here is a comparison of my lap 
times at Grattan for three different years:

Year Car Best Lap

2015 2007 Cayman 143.2

2019 2018 Ford Focus ST 1.35.0

2021 2021 Cayman T 131.7

 Comparing 2015 to 2019, the 8-second improvement is 
huge, especially considering I went from a Cayman S to a 
Focus ST. I’d say there were four main reasons for the im-
provement. More seat time was definitely a part. Studying 
how to trail brake, hit the apex slightly late and track out 
was also big, allowing me to brake later and deeper, and get 
on the throttle sooner and longer. But I’d say the next two 
factors were the biggest. 

 My 2007 Cayman had a stock suspension with 90,000 
miles of wear on it, so not enough stiffness or damping for 
the track. The car didn’t feel well-planted, and was relatively 
sluggish in steering response. Not confidence-inspiring. So, 
when I got the Focus, I replaced its springs, dampers, and 
anti-roll bars before tracking it. My confidence level went 
way up with a car that responded and settled so quickly. I 
didn’t have to think so far ahead. It did what I told it, when 
I told it.
 The fourth factor was my excellent instructor. He told me 
where I was losing time, and how to make it up. He never 
pushed me to do anything I was uncomfortable with, but 
had a pretty good idea of what I would be capable of doing. 
He didn’t do a lot of talking, just enough (until we got to 
where we were joking and laughing!). His advice on tran-
sitioning from the jump to Turn 5 was indispensable. That 
alone must have cut 1.5 to 2 seconds.
 I can’t quantify each of these influences separately, but 
together they made an amazing difference. And I had a 
blast.
 In 2021 I was finally back to driving a Cayman, with Grat-
tan its first outing. The Focus had performed very well, es-
pecially for the price. But of course, it couldn’t hold a candle 
to a new Cayman T having more power per weight, a PDK, 
rear-drive, a lower CG, etc. And everything about the car 
feels better because its body stiffness, its suspension stiff-
ness and damping, and its tires, are better. The Porsche en-
gineers have made it easy to drive it hard with confidence. 
In 2021, I may have done a couple of things better than in 
2019, but after looking at my data, I will credit most of my 
3.4-second improvement to the car.
 The best way I can summarize Grattan is that it rewards 
knowledge and confidence, and needs to be selectively at-
tacked. You need to know its quirks, and exploit them. But 
you can’t do that without confidence, which (if you’re sane) 
comes from a quickly-responding car, experience and feel, 
awareness of your skills, and good instruction.
 Since last year at Grattan I’ve been to Nelson Ledges and 
Putnam Park, so I’ll see if the extra familiarity with the Cay-
man, and practicing the basics, help me bring the times 
down a bit in 2022. Getting below 1:31 would be nice. 
Hopefully continued work on the basics will get me there.

Caymans & CommentaryCaymans & Commentary
 By member Randy Beikmann By member Randy Beikmann
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 Horsepower in Horse Country 
 
The nineteenth annual Keeneland Concours d’Elegance will be held on July 16, 2022 in the heart 
of horse country, Lexington, Kentucky.  The venue is the historic Keeneland Race Track.  The 
Feature Marque will be Porsche.  Four of the 20 judged classes will be Porsche.  In addition, the 
PCA Bluegrass Region (BGS) will be holding a Porsche Hospitality Park inside the dedicated 
Car Club Paddock area.  On the day prior to the concours, the BGS will also be hosting PCA 
Friday at Keeneland.  PCA events this day will include a morning Concours Appreciation 
Training Session and an afternoon drive through horse country.  Other activities available for 
visitors to enjoy include self-guided Walking Tours of the venue, visit to Gift Shop, observing 
Morning Thoroughbred Workouts, Meals at the Track Kitchen, Back Scenes of Concours site 
prep and the Keeneland Library.  Also, nearby attractions include the KY Horse Park, the KY 
Aviation Museum, Distilleries, the KY Castle and Horse Farms.  You may want to spend the 
entire weekend! 
  
To learn more about the Keeneland Concours and possibly nominate a Porsche for competition, 
check out their website at https://keenelandconcours.com/ 
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Last week my youngest son Adam attended his second 
High Performance Driving class at Mid-Ohio.  The classes 
there are excellent, and the lead instructor was Brian Till, 
a former Indy car driver and Formula Atlantic series cham-
pion.  I would recommend the Mid-Ohio program to any-
one who wants to get some very focused and productive 
training in track driving.  The class was almost entirely on 
track with mostly school cars punctuated with intermittent 
sessions to discuss the correct lines around Mid-Ohio.  One 
student brought a “late model” 911 GT3 for class but I have 
no idea what year it was because hey, I like 944s.  911s are 
the other Porsche and I can’t tell them apart.  If you have 
never driven at Mid-Ohio, I would highly recommend it. So, 
why did I go, my attendance was primarily curiosity and 
knowing that a full day on track is fatiguing enough without 
having to make the 2+ hour drive home.  Not surprisingly 
Adam slept the entire trip home.  
 I did however take advantage of Brian Till’s instruction 
about getting around Mid-Ohio in the most efficient man-
ner.  I’ve raced there before, and his instruction will defi-
nitely be incorporated into the SCCA time trials events I 
have scheduled there for later this year.  I also talked to one 
of the instructors about how the school cars were modi-
fied and mechanically set up for class.  Why, because the 
class cars are Acura sedans, with manual transmissions of 
course, not dissimilar from my current track ride, a 2017 
Honda Civic Si.  The only modifications are a subtle low-
ering of the ride height, more robust brakes, and a larger 
diameter rear sway bar (excitement factor).   No modifica-
tions to the powertrain.  It’s a Honda for God sakes.  And 
its front wheel drive.  Not “wrong wheel drive”, front wheel 
drive.
 What, I’m not tracking the 944, no, I’m not.  Besides 
the recent and absolutely non-sensical rise in early 944 
auction prices, the engine is a constant source of leaks, 
strange noises, did I say leaks, and a general sense of fear 
and loathing as to what may let go on the next track day 
making me “the guy” who interferes with everyone else’s 
track time while they tow me in and/or clean up the mess.   
And although the chassis is rock solid, it is after all nearly 
40 years old.  Stuff breaks.  Never forget that 944s are OLD 
cars.  The only way to effectively mitigate that fact is a full 
race/track prep for every track day or time trial event with 
new parts and fluids.

 My best friend classifies my Civic, and all Hondas for 
that matter as soulless. His claim is they are too perfect.  
In fact, he compares them to vampires. They don’t cast a 
shadow or have a reflection in a mirror and are therefore 
without a soul.    My repost is, reliability trumps soul.  The 
Mid-Ohio Acura school cars get the bejeessus beaten out 
of them and they just continue to show up for work every 
day without an issue.  Vampires maybe, but at least they 
have a proper work ethic.  No problems, no drama.  What 
about your track car?  Are you tracking your daily driver, or 
do you want to drive your track car on the street occasion-
ally?  What are your expectations?  That distinction is a key 
driver on not only which car you chose but how your car is 
prepared and maintained.   
 I’m a vehicle development engineer/supervisor by train-
ing and experience.  I work as a consultant with vehicle 
OEMs to evaluate not only their system design choices 
but their development testing and validation processes for 
those choices.  I often focus on duty cycle, i.e., what were 
the drive cycle and operating condition considerations for 
a particular product.  Consequently, the three vehicle sys-
tems I consider key for any track day endeavor are engine 
cooling, brakes, and tires.   Is your daily driver expected to 
do occasional track duty or do you only drive your track car 
on public roads on the way to a track event?   And, just as 
important, how was your track car designed and developed 
by the manufacturer?  Did they develop the car with track 
day duty in mind? 
 What about the tires?  The current metric for tire grip 
and cornering ability is UTOQ which is the uniform tire 
quality grading system.  The lower the number the faster 
they wear and the better they grip.  The current thresh-
old between “street” tires and serious track tires is a rat-
ing of 200.  Less than 200 and you are looking at tires that 
are specifically oriented for on track performance.  Old 
cars, i.e., the 944, were not designed or developed to use 
high grip tires with a UTOQ rating of 200 or lower.  Can 
you use them with a 944, absolutely, however, you need 
to understand the cornering loads on the wheel bearings, 
suspension bushings, and ball joints will probably be be-
yond what those components were originally designed and 
developed to endure on a continuous basis like a track day.   
The engines ability to maintain oil pressure under high G-
cornering is also an issue with the 944.  Consider mount-

The 944 ChroniclesThe 944 Chronicles
 By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn) By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

(Continued on page  27)
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Everyone welcome Tim Pott to the Orion team. 
Tim joined us in 2020 and brings his extensive 
Porsche experience and great attitude to 
brighten our days. We are expanding our 
expert  Porsche coverage to  include more 
performance/racing and vintage services. 
Now we are 356 to 992 woohoo!

ORION WELCOMES YOUR 
PORSCHE’S BEST FRIEND: TIM!
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Dash Plaques
Dash plaques have been around for a very long time and 
for many special purposes yet most of us are not familiar 
with them.  If you have one in your car it most likely marks a 
serialized special edition model such as noting it is number 
one of a run of one-hundred cars.  In fact my 1972 911E 
came with a small black plaque affixed to the glove box door 
that had my name engraved on it and a small Porsche crest.   
This may have been something exclusive to the Tom Sullivan 
dealership because I have never come across such a thing 
before or since. I do know that it made the car feel very 
special to me.
 But in the 70’s and 80’s it was more common to receive 
a dash plaque from an event organizer as a reward for atten-
dance or achievement.  I have several  plaques from events 
that I attended such as a series of timed events at Waterford 
Hills in 1986.  I also kept a plaque from my first Watkins Glen 
event and first Putnam Park event, First Mid Ohio and first 
Nelson Ledges event.   I never did stick them on my dash for 
fear they would not stay stuck and would get lost.  Other 
dash plaque designs came stuck to trophies and are still 
used by event organizers today. 
 The original dash plaques showed up in the 40’s usually 
in the form of aluminum castings intended to showcase club 
affiliation and attached to a grill or bumper.    This form of 
early plaque on cars of the 40’s and  50’s could be found 
fixed to the cross brace on the front fenders.  That evolved 
to being fixed to the rear deck lid.  Porsche owners had their 
own tradition of a circular plaque fixed to the air cooling 
grills of the 356 followed by the 911.  The most common 
plaque stated PCA and a second plaque would be for the 
local club in our case being SEM.  My most unusual dash 
plaque came from a Porsche trip to Germany called the Tref-
fen tour in 1984
 For the last 56 years plaques sizes have been 2 by 3.5 
inche aluminum or brass stamped thin metal blanks em-
bossed with ink or in some cases engraved pieces with glue 
adhesive on the back.  They adhere very well to metal sur-
faces on the dash or other flat inferior surfaces. They ad-
here much less well on padding surface more prominent on 
modern cars.  The plaques I have were produced by Rallye 
Productions who are still popular to this day although the 
most current of my plaques are produced on plastic mate-
rial and often are very elaborate multi-colored designs. 

 The dash plaque has more recently been replaced by 
adhesive window stickers.   I have several stickers on the left 
rear quarter window of my 911. My 911 came with a fac-
tory sticker that commemorated the world championship 
for sports cars won by Porsche in that year.   Then it has the 
original Porsche Club membership sticker and a 50th anni-
versary membership sticker.  One special sticker notes that I 
am a Certified Porsche Club Driving Instructor.   The newest 
craze now is to affix to a window a small diagram of track 
layouts you have driven  but without the track name so it is 
sort of an inside joke to be able to recognize the track.  
 The traditional plaque affixed to the rear grill of my 
Porsches over the years was removed as it became weath-
ered and replaced with the window sticker. The stickers or 
plaques we display are great symbols of the special relation-
ship we have with our cars.  They may show up in many 
special places but as far as I know not as much as they show 
up on Porsches.

Ramblings From a Life With CarsRamblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz 
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275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Inaugural Gathering of 100+ Porsches – Socializing - Time Speed 
Distance Rally - Driving Tours - Car Judging – Dinner - German Band - Dancing 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  JJuullyy  1166tthh

11::3300  –– 99::3300  ppmm
German Park, Ann Arbor, MI

Enjoy some 100+ Porsches gathered for a fun filled weekend in Ann Arbor 
• AAnnnn  AArrbboorr  RRoolllliinngg  SSccuullppttuurree  – Friday July 15th 2 – 9 pm  
• AAnnnn  AArrbboorr  CCaarrss  &&  CCooffffeeee – Saturday July 16th 7:30 – 9:00 am
• PPoorrsscchheess  iinn  tthhee  PPaarrkk  22002222  – Saturday July 16th 1:30 – 9:30 pm 

Entry Fee $60/person (includes dinner and all activities) – must pre-register by July 2
Limited to PCA & prospective PCA members

Porsches from all over Zone 4 PCA will gather @ German Park (5 miles 
north of Ann Arbor) for a great afternoon & evening of activities and 

socializing.   All Porsches are welcome from classic to the latest, cars to 
SUVs to tractors, water – air – electric, rear - mid – front engine. 

Featuring a superb dinner 
from TThhee  PPrroodduuccee  SSttaattiioonn

EErriicc  NNeeuubbaauueerr  EEnnsseemmbbllee
Die Dorfmusikanten

For more information, please visit https://rsp.pca.org/bs/events/porsches-in-the-park/

Hotel Room Blocks  
• Ann Arbor Sheraton @ $139/night
• Ann Arbor Residence Inn @ $189/night
• Ann Arbor Hampton Inn @ $134/night

see website for details

Ann Arbor Rolling Sculpture
• Must pre-register to show car ($35) 

otherwise its free to attend
• https://mainstreetannarbor.org/rolling-

sculpture
Sponsored by

For more information, please contact jonheidorn@comcast.net or 734.239.2942 – cell 
For more info go here
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board Meeting Minutes

Monday, May 2, 2022

Peter Grant:  President............................................Absent
Jon Heidorn: Vice-President ....................................Absent
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present 
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ................................Present
Charlie Brown III .....................................................Present
Dave Finch ...............................................................Absent

Wally Haley ............................................................Present
Jon Heidorn ............................................................Present
Matt Huber ............................................................Present
Kevin Kral: ..............................................................Present 
Phil Mather .............................................................Absent
Ian Scott ..................................................................Absent

Members & Visitor Present:  Glenn Trapp, Mike O’Rear, 
Chris Short, Tim Boertman, Gary Hibler, Dennis Huibregtse, 
Tom Neil, Greg Mercier, Will Rogers, Jim Schorr, and Mario 
Ramirez

Call to Order:  Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 
6:57PM at the NCMS Building, Ann Arbor.

President’s Report:  Tim reviewed Peter’s notes.  We need 
more events, and we are looking for volunteers to host 
events.  Sponsors are stepping up and supporting the Porch-
es in the Park event.  We have a design for the t-shirt ready.

Meeting Minutes:  April meeting minutes were reviewed.  
Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard reviewed the April Financial 
Summary.  Motion: To approve the financial report passed.  
Burghard also reported that our club’s tax returns were 
filed. REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to club 
members. Email Burghard Linn at burghard.linn@gmail.com

Insurance Report:   Wally Halley reported that the insurance 
certificate is ready for Waterford. 

Sponsorship Report:  No report.

Advertising Report:  Burghard indicated that all advertisers 
have paid up.

Membership:  Glenn announced that the club membership 
up to 327 members. 

Track Report:   Charlie reported that Waterford registration 
is picking up and that we have 52 entries so far.
 
Newsletter:    Mike set the newsletter deadline for May 
22nd.

Website: No report.

Events Committee:  Jon sent a report via email.
• 6-May:  Kentucky Derby event
• 12-Jun: Porsche Parade
• 15-Jul :  Rolling Sculptures, Downtown Ann Arbor
• 16-Jul:   Porsches in the Park, German Park
• 22-Oct:  Fall Color Tour
• 06-Nov:  Polar Bear Run
• 10-Dec:  Holiday Party

New Business:  None

Old Business:  None
 
Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
7:39PM. Minutes taken by Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary.

Road-Keeper Dual HD vehicle 
video system with GPS

The compact unit contains both 1080p HD cameras, GPS, 
accelerometers, and status screen. This allows for a very 
secure and stealthy installation in your vehicle. 

Use Road-Keeper on the road or at the track. Fully compatible 
with our Race-Keeper Comparo analysis application. Both 
cameras can be adjusted vertically and horizontally. Includes: 
power cord, 32GB Micro SD card, and mounting bracket.

Our latest innovation in video data systems is the Trivinci 
Road-Keeper system for recording dual stream 1080p full 
HD video and audio with GPS and accelerometer data.  $399

For more information:  Bill Stevens  614-214-9732  
   billstevens61@att.net
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CARS FOR SALE  

1986 Porsche 944: Black on Black. Second owner car. Super 
clean car and always ga-
raged.  Come take a look 
for yourself. Contact Don 
at 810-231-9440. Asking 
$9,499. (9/21)

OTHER ITEMS

2007 Honda Shadow Aero:  This is a full size bike which 
sits low and is easy to ride with 
a 750cc class v-twin engine and 
shaft drive.  It has a five speed 
manual transmission and carries 
several accessories.  It has very 
low milage and is in excellent 

condition and has always been garaged and covered when 
not in use. $2,850.  If interested call Doug at 248-330-2024.
(6/22)

2018 Renegade Valencia 38RW motorhome: great condi-
tion, 35,000 miles $210,000 
Tom Krueger (313) 570-2223 
(5/22)

Two Used 235/40R18 Yokohama Advan Neova AD08R 
91W Tires:  with 5/32” thread. $150. Contact Andy 734-
718-6432 (5/22)

Four 18” F-150  wheels:  from a 2011 chrome package XLT.
$400.00 obo. Call Elliot @ 248-
644-8471 (02/22)
(Contact Elliot for more pictures.)

Cup 1 Wheel Set: I’m told that these Italian made wheels 
are not OEM Porsche wheels, but knock offs. They have 
been refurbished by Pro wheels in Detroit. Only two were 

mounted after refinishing as I wanted 
to see how they look. I preferred the 
turbo twist wheels so I’m selling these. 
(2) sized 7.5 inch by 17 & (2) sized 9.0 
inch by 17. $800 for full set. Located in 
Ann Arbor. Contact Larry Webster at 
lwebster19@gmail.com. (11/21)

Four ATS Cookie Cutter Wheels from 1983 944: 15 x 7 with 
black center caps. Driven 17 years and 
stored for 20. Original finish showing 
some age. Tires too old to use. $400, lo-
cal pickup. Contact Alan Vayda 734-718-
9097 or alan@vayda.net. (7/21)

981 Boxster/Cayman Winter Tires & Wheels: Starke FC 
aftermarket wheels: 2 ea. 19x8.5 5-130 
ET52; 2 ea. 19x9.5 5-130 ET43. All w/Huf 
OEM TPMS sensors, plus 2 Pilot Alpin 
snow tires 235/40-19, very lightly used. 
$400. Chris Bahlman cwb66cad@gmail.

com 248-930-9203. (03/22)

Porsche OEM 19” 997 wheels: Fronts are 19 x 8.5 and the 
rears are 19 x 11. These are great, 
lightweight wheels perfect to dress 
up your 997, or for your best set of 
track tires. Not perfect, but nearly so. 
$1250. Contact Peter 734-604-1622 
(5/21)

4 Original Fuchs wheels: 15 x 7, dates not matched, 2 of 
the 4 wheels never mounted. $900, 
local pickup.  Contact Keith at 248-
439-0706. (04/21)

Car Storage: heated, secured $650 up to 6 months. Call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/20)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D SC L A S S I F I E D  A D S

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please 
contact bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer contact bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer 
Ad” in the subject line).  Non-members will be charged Ad” in the subject line).  Non-members will be charged 
$5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be $5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be 
removed unless resubmitted.removed unless resubmitted.
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ing up high performance summer tires with a UTOQ rating 
somewhere between 200 and 300 instead of the latest set 
of super sticky track day specials.  Ultra-high performance 
all season tires work well too.  The benefits are longer life, 
consistent performance, they are actually made to run on 
real roads, and they work well in the rain because yes, it will 
rain occasionally.  Regardless of whether your track car is a 
daily or a dedicated track vehicle, inspect and/or replace 
bushings and ball joints if necessary and give the bearings a 
check before you hit the track. 
 What about brakes?  Again, is your track car a daily with 
occasional track use or a track car that is only driven on 
the street on the way to track days.  High friction “perfor-
mance” pads have a limited operating temperature range 
meaning they don’t work so well when they are cold.  The 
drive to and from the track could be very eventful and excit-
ing because the brake pads don’t heat up enough to pro-
vide good performance.  My experience with the factory 
pads for the 944 is that they are predictable but not par-
ticularly inspiring.  Hi braking G-loads aren’t in the plan, but 
on the positive side they didn’t fade with repeated use.  The 
Civic needed more track oriented pads but even with better 
pads the rotors were trashed by the end of the season due 
to the high temperatures.  Not a problem but plan accord-
ingly.  The 944, well, the factory pads and rotors exhibited 

no discernable wear and if you want to drive the car to and 
from the track without drama perhaps that is the ideal.
 So, what about engine cooling?  Engine operating tem-
peratures encompass not only engine cooling system tem-
peratures but also engine oil cooling temperatures (the air 
cooled 911 guys) and for boosted engines inlet air temps 
from the intercooler.    Engine cooling has never been a 
problem with the 944 as long as the cooling fans operate 
as intended.  But old cars like the 944 have old problems, 
especially with electrical components like the cooling fan 
relay.    Make sure every aspect of the cooling system works 
before you head out.  Also watch the temperature gauge 
and park the car if it shows any indication of overheating.  
Losing a head gasket means not driving home and a poten-
tially very expensive day at the track.  
 One last item, fuel economy.  Don’t run out of fuel at the 
track.  Your car will consume much more fuel on track than 
it will during daily driving.  This is especially so for boosted 
(turbo/supercharged) cars like a 951 or my Civic.   The Civic 
gives me 30 to 40 mpg on the trip to and from the track.  
With the turbo constantly spooled up it gets 9.5 mpg on 
the track.  Fill it up before you hit the track. Nothing is more 
disappointing and frustrating than suddenly realizing you 
don’t have enough fuel in the tank to complete the next 
session.  

(Chronicles from page  19)

  So, in summary, the Special Porsche Weekend has lots of 
options for everyone.   For our out-of-town guests, we’ve ar-
ranged a special discounted hotel room block at three local 
hotels (Sheraton Ann Arbor; Residence Inn; Hampton Inn 
– West;  you can find hotel registration links on https://rsp.
pca.org/bs/events/porsches-in-the-park/).   On Friday  make 
sure you’ve pre-registered and parked your car at Rolling 
Sculpture in downtown Ann Arbor.   On Saturday grab a cup 
of Coffee at Ann Arbor Cars and Coffee and join us right after 
lunch at our inaugural “Porsches in the Park” with your sig-
nificant other for an evening of fun.   
 The weekend should be very memorable and I can’t wait 

to see everyone there.      If you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to contact me jonheidorn@comcast.net or on 
the website https://rsp.pca.org/bs/events/porsches-in-the-
park/ 

Jon Heidorn
VP & Events Chair
Rally Sport Region PCA

(Events from page  10)
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