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From the Front Seat
By RSR President Peter Grant

Monday, January 3, 2022. The first day of
the first full week in a New Year. Wow…
how did this happen? We’re in the middle
of winter. There’s snow on the ground,
and it was 6 degrees outside this morning. Hmmm? Must be January. Here are
a few ramblings for the start of the New
Year…
So Happy New Year, and welcome to the fourth surge of
the 2021 pandemic, now spilling over into the start of 2022…
and the first surge of the Omicron variant. Who’d a thunk it? I
know, this is a very old, tired, even dead horse, and I don’t plan
on beating it for long except to turn it into something positive…
the proverbial “glass half-full”! Omicron is the beginning of the
end for the pandemic folks…really. History buffs know that the
Spanish flu pandemic ended with the virus mutating itself into
(relative) oblivion. As with the flu, we’ll likely never be rid of
Covid, but we’re hopefully only one or two more variants away
from seeing it turn from pandemic to endemic. So keep your
fingers crossed and your guard up for just a bit longer.
In the meantime, who’s watching the market values of your
Porsche these days? For all you BaT fans (myself included), I
hope you’re having fun watching the craziness that’s happening in the used car, and more specifically, the used Porsche
market. How about a $200,000 993, or a $65,000 2011 PDK Cab
with 80K miles? I’m currently watching a 2018 911 with only 6K
miles. It’s a pretty basic 911 that sold new for $99,000, and is
certainly “like new”. But it is still 3 years old. With 8 hours to go,
the current bid is $75,500. Will it bid up to what it sold for new,
or even more than that? We’ll see, but I won’t be surprised if it
does. How nuts is that?
As you can see from the picture below, my 944 S2 sits out in
the garage on jack stands. Were you to look underneath, you’d
find the underside back of the car empty. Over the summer
months, I had noticed that something in the back of the car
had started “singing” to me under certain load conditions. A

check ride with good friend and Porsche Master mechanic Tim
Pott confirmed that it was one (or more) of the bearings in the
transaxle that were “singing”. It’s likely that they would have
withstood many more miles of music making before getting
anywhere near failure, but I needed a winter project anyway,
so out it came, and it is now awaiting all new synchros and all
new bearings whenever the parts train from Stuttgart comes in.
Interestingly, the needed bearings can be found not only in the
Porsche parts catalog, but also in the Audi/VW parts catalog. In
fact, if you can get them from the Audi/VW side of things, they
are significantly less costly. Even more interestingly, when my
buddy at Germain parts cross-referenced the Porsche numbers
to the Audi/VW side, they were all NLA. Of course, they were
still available from the Porsche parts bin…in Stuttgart. At the
Porsche price, of course!
The 911 cab sits alone, covered, and trickle-charged over
at my mother-in-law’s house in Ypsilanti. Toward the end of
the summer, the 94K mile ventilated driver seat bolster finally
gave it up, so it sits without its driver seat, which is now at the
venerable Hof Designs shop over in Dearborn Heights waiting
for Rod Klingelhofer to perform his magic and replace those
ventilated hides. Rod has promised it’ll be done in time for the
spring drives! Poking hundreds of holes into a leather panel
certainly compromises its strength, so I’m not surprised at the
failure, and Rod confirmed that this is a pretty common thing
on the early ventilated seats. Starting (I think) with the 991.1,
the ventilated seat option had seats with ventilated panels only
in the center sections. Seat side panels and seatback bolsters
were done with a solid hide. What a concept! When I found this
out, I was ready to ask Rod to redo my driver’s seat that way
when I realized it would then no longer match the passenger
seat…which does not need to be redone. Oh well.
Jon Heidorn is busy putting our 2022 calendar of events
together. There are already several social events up on the calendar, and the DE schedule is taking shape with some things
old, and some things new. It should be a great calendar all
around, but as always, we are looking for new people to host
new events. So, put your thinking cap on and help the club out
with a new adventure for the summer of 2022…a summer that
will hopefully see us really return to some level of normalcy.
Fingers crossed.
And that the view from the front seat.
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53 Years

of Munk’s Motors
and counting

Thank you for
joining us on the ride.

Save the date
April 9 for our next
Porsche Tech Session!
3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center
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RSR Calendar of Events
Michigan State’s Pandemic Directives are constantly changing so watch for Rally Sport updates in your email.
February 7 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS
Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

May 2 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

March 7 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS
Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

June 6 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

April 4 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

June 12 - 18 (Sun. - Sat.): Porsche Parade -- The Poconos

April 23 (Sat.) 10:00-2:00: PCA Multi-Region Swap Meet,
Car Show & Tech Quiz -- Hosted by Nikolas Motorsport,
Pontiac, Michigan (see ad on page 24)

Other Events of Interest
April 27-May 1 (Wed.-Sun.): Treffen at the Broadmoor -Colorado Springs, Colorado (see ad on page 24)

June 25 (Sat.): Porsches at German Park -- 5549 Pontiac
Trail, Ann Arbor

Third Saturday of every month May thru October: Ann
Arbor Cars and Coffee. Zingerman’s Road House, Ann
Arbor (see ad below)

July 16 (Sat.): Keeneland Concours d’Elegance in Lexington, Kentucky featuring Porsche as the Feature Marque.
(see ad on page 23).

3rd Saturday of Every
Month
(May – Oct)

May 21, June 18, July 16, August 20, September
17, & October 15

All Cars & Enthusiasts Welcome!

For more information on Cars and Coffee –
jonheidorn@comcast.net

Join us at Zingerman’s Roadhouse
2501 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor

7:30am – 9:00am

Follow us on Facebook at Ann Arbor Cars and Coffee
This is Not A Rally Sport Region – Porsche Club of America Event
7

8

Membership
Current Membership 534*

* Includes 325 Primary Members

New Members
Chris Deconcilus & Megan
Cassel
Flat Rock, MI
2014 Cayman S

Scott Eisentrout
Ann Arbor, MI
2009 Guards Red Boxster

Jerry & Shelly McGue
Brighton, MI
2014 Boxster S

Member Anniversaries
January Anniversaries:
Denis & Bethany Hall...................... 33
Matt & Dru Huber.......................... 29
Greg & Deborah Peet..................... 22
Aaron & Kristine Krueger................ 21
Jim & Kari Dowty............................ 20
Kurt & Jenna Peterson.................... 18
Al & Marianne Gaulin..................... 16
Nicholas Bissoon-Dath.................... 12
Steve & Cynny Spencer................... 12
Rick Farrow....................................... 6
Nicholas Mazzocchi &
Catherine Couture........................ 3
Chris Short........................................ 3
Long Ying.......................................... 3
Juergen Kortberg.............................. 2
Walter & Gail Scherer....................... 2
Derek & Kelli Gibbs........................... 1

Mark Kochanoski.............................. 1
Anthony & Tina Magagnoli............... 1
February Anniversaries:
Jim & Loretta Dunham.................... 35
Wally Haley & Carol Morley........... 28
John & Bill Heider........................... 28
Roy & Kay Retzlaff........................... 27
Kevin & Dianne Spicher.................. 27
Ken & Ann Dill................................ 26
Gary & Maggie Hibler..................... 26
Tom & Jan Krueger......................... 26
Glenn Johnson................................ 24
John & Katerina Roumanis............. 23
Wayne Ellis & Patricia Novak.......... 19
Jeremy & Nicholas Goddard........... 17
Robert & Sandra Avery................... 16
Roland & Lin Heiberger.................. 15

Steven & Trevor Wild...................... 14
Vince Pernell................................... 13
Orgun & Saadet Guralp.................. 12
Conrad Zumhagen &
Kathryn Stevens......................... 12
Will & Katrina Rogers...................... 11
Doug Wathen & Amanda Kachur.... 11
Rick & Joni Scherrer........................ 10
Phil & Nichole Mather...................... 9
Kenneth & Ian Thompson................. 9
Greg Mercier.................................... 6
Maurizio Masullo.............................. 5
Doug & Collene Finn......................... 4
Stephen & Lindsay Phillips................ 4
Richard Messman............................. 3
Jerry Stache...................................... 2
Maria Virgilio & Andrew Smith......... 1

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter.
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-2277854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with
PCA national.
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Help Us With New Events -- It Is Surprizingly Easy
By `Events Chair Jon Heidorn

What will be your favorite Porsche gathering this year?
First, Happy New Year and the Rally Sport Region (RSR)
2022 calendar is already online https://rsp.pca.org/bs/
events/. As I was compiling the event list for 2022, I was
once again reminded how lucky we are to have so many
“foundational” events that have become part of the fabric
of the Rally Sport Region. When I refer to them as “foundational” I mean they are unique to our club, not duplicated,
they seem to take on a life of their own, members anticipate
when they will occur, and they draw our members’ participation. The Fall Color Tour, Polar Bear Run, Holiday Party,
New Members Party, and Drivers Education @ Waterford,
Grattan, etc. are “foundational” to the club. They are anticipated each year with excitement and continue to draw a
great turnout as evidenced by both the Fall Color Tour and
Polar Bear Run which saw some 40+ cars at each gathering.
As I put the calendar together, the foundational events are
easily added and first on the 2022 list and website because
we know there is ownership and members will attend. I
added adjacent events including Rally Sport Region monthly
meetings, Cars & Coffee, Porsche Parade, Detroit Grand Prix,
etc. knowing they supplement the calendar of activities that
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engages us as a Porsche community. We need more opportunities to engage the RSR community and you can help.
With all Rally Sport Region events, they started as an idea
and grew over time. Someone in the club conceptualized
an event and brought it to fruition to where they now become an annual experience. Holding events has become
much easier as the board has automated the process to
make it almost “out of the box”. If you have any ideas or
concepts you want to execute, please work with us to develop them and put into the 2022 calendar. Planning, promotion, and execution are easily put in motion and there
is board support and experience to help you take that idea
and bring it forward. Physical events are one way the club
engages its membership and they provide rich content for
the monthly newsletter “The Bahn Stormer” along with social media. We always need new ownership of existing or
new events to freshen up the calendar. So please put your
mark on the Rally Sport Region fabric. What is your favorite
gathering going to be in 2022, something already planned
or something new?

Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Bragging
The longer we are exposed to the car enthusiast world the
more stories we hear, or tell, that are either embellishments
on the truth or just outright unsupported bragging. I will
neither admit nor deny that I am guilty of either. Let it just
be said that I never let the facts get in the way of a good
story. Of course it is considered bad form to tell one story
to “one up” another person’s story. Yet I can’t tell you how
many times that has happened or been heard by me over
decades of well meaning friends and associates in all manner of circumstances and subjects. This has happened not
just about things we may have owned but of things we have
experienced. I no longer find it annoying but actually enjoy this harmless bragging while trying not to engage in it
myself. In some cases it is the common phenomena that
a story gets altered the more times it is retold. Bragging is
for the most part completely harmless and a natural extension of our ego and self worth. We all like to believe we
are special by what we have done and by what we possess.
Naturally our cars play a central part of our lives so intentions or not we may find ourselves caught in the occasional
brag involving our cars.
One of my favorites is to claim how unique our car is.
I have heard multiple stories and many of them at least
boarder on the entertaining. We all like to think that our
car is special and thus a reflection of how special we are as
owners. It is very true that most cars have some unique feature or combination of options that make it special. While
that may be true some of these stories can stretch the facts
a bit. With option lists and customized additions it is not
a true exaggeration that a car can be unique. I would say
that some features just aren’t that significant. For example,
I heard at a car show that a car had a special order set of
floor mats. In truth that may have been unique but just not
significant. Another time I heard that certain replacement
or maintenance parts had been specially added but again
that would not make the car any more significant than others. The best bragging often involves horsepower. Certain
upgrades can increase power but the credulity is stretched
by how much horsepower gain is claimed. This may not be
the owner’s fault since marketing claims can’t often be verified. You will hear that a certain exhaust system change can
increase power when it can’t be proven except perhaps on
a chassis dynamometer. More times than not the only discernible change is in the increased noise of the exhaust and
in some cases there is actually a drop in horsepower. The

same can be said of air filters and even spark plugs. But
the most common misapplication of the facts is to assume
that multiple changes yield cumulative increases in performance. If there is a five percent gain from a change in a part
it is not necessarily true that each change brings additional
power. If true some people assume that four changes that
each yield a five percent gain would result in a twenty percent gain in power. Sadly it just doesn’t work that way in
real life. Very often the only change accomplished is that
the pocket book takes a five percent hit for every change
applied. It is safe to assume that if a manufacturer could
achieve a significant gain with an insignificant increased
cost they would readily take advantage of it. But as it is said
hope springs eternal in the human heart and aftermarket
parts makers’ count on the gullibility of the average owner.
Another potential area of bragging often involves our experiences and accomplishments. As I like to say “the older I
get the faster I was.” To some degree this actually can be
true as we all experience some loss of reflexes and visual
acuity. In some cases I suspect that with experience comes
some degree of self preservation and common sense. There
are usually many instances of youth giving us a feeling of being invincible and trying things we would never consider doing today. Certainly I can look back on doing foolish things
that I should feel just lucky to have gotten away with, but I
don’t brag that I did them in the first place. Chief of these
situations is to brag about how fast I drove in a public situation. It sounds somewhat more reasonable to state that I
accomplished 150 mph on a race track than on some rural
country two-lane roads in the middle of nowhere. It also
sounds somewhat foolish to brag that I raced in public as if
in some “Fast and Furious” self movie.
I am not actually saying that it should not be in our nature to do a bit of bragging. But consider that not all of our
exaggerations of stories will be accepted or believed. It just
may be wiser to keep our exaggerations to ourselves than to
offer them up as entertainment to others. As always I write
from my own experiences and do not claim that I am not
guilty of one or all of the behaviors I cite.
Tom Fielitz
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2021 Polar Bear Run
Story by Sebastian Gaeta with photos from the RSR SmugMug site.

The annual Polar Bear Run has evolved quite nicely from a
small group of friends driving back roads in frigid temperatures into a full blown Rally Sport tradition as the last club
drive of the year. Mike O’Rear joined us on one back in the
day and suggested I make it a Rally Sport event and I am
very grateful that he did. Originally attended by about 7 or
8 of us, it is now a fun Region event where we see 60 to 70
cars each year!
I had always worried that the PBR might cannibalize
some attendance of the Fall Color Tour since they are within
a few weeks of each other but so far that has not been the
case, with each event basically reaching maximum capacity.
This year’s PBR began at Skyline high school (we completely
outgrew the McDonald’s parking lot at Zeeb Rd.) but the

route was virtually the same as years past, weaving around
the hills and turns of the beautiful roads west of Ann Arbor.
The weather once again was on our side with clear skies and
temps in the 40’s. I keep dreading the day when it will snow,
but so far so good.
About halfway through the drive I received word that an
overzealous Porsche Pilot in a Macan or Cayenne overshot
the 90 degree left turn on Hankered Rd and went into the
woods. I was relieved to learn that no one was hurt and also
that he was not officially part of our group. It seems that
he saw us on the road and decided to join in but obviously
wasn’t at the drivers’ meeting where we implore people to
not go too fast!

Host Sebastian Gaeta welcomes the crowd and reviews the route and procedures.
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2021 Holiday Party
Story by Peter Grant with photos from the RSR SmugMug site.

2021 turned out to be another tough year, but, as the closing event to our 2021 social calendar, RSR members were
determined to hold our annual Holiday Party in-person…
pandemic notwithstanding. So on Saturday, December 11th,
about 70 intrepid (and vaccinated) RSR members gathered
at our favorite Porsche-centric venue…Germain Porsche of
Ann Arbor…for an evening of eating, drinking, socializing,
and general merry making.
In keeping with the recent history of the party, it was
held as a charity event for the young patients at C.S Mott
Children’s Hospital. Even though attendance was down this
year, everyone’s pockets were open and on December 13,
we made a Monday morning delivery of toys and money to

the Mott Community Relations team which totaled just a
bit over $10,000. Of special note is the generous contribution of members Pat McNamara and his wife Carolyn, who
again this year sent Mott a check for $5,000 as part of RSR’s
contributions. Also, member Brian Pizzuti again graciously
provided the bar for the event, allowing us to sell drink tickets and add that money to the “pot” for the kids.
Our thanks go to JP Lammers, Eric Gedeon, and the Germain Porsche team for their help and support in hosting us
once again this year. A great ending for RSR in 2021…and
now on to 2022!

Vice-President Kevin Kral and President Peter
Grant present more than $10,000 in toys and
cash to the Mott Hospital Community Relations
organization.

Members Christina & Anthony
Magagnoli joined in late 2020 so
this was their first RSR Holiday
Party.

Guitar Duo “Fun on the Frets”
provided background music.

Patrick Grace (left) and Brian Pizzuti and Rich
Chang (right) sample amazing spread of food.
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ORION WELCOMES YOUR
PORSCHE’S BEST FRIEND: TIM!
Everyone welcome Tim Pott to the Orion team.
Tim joined us in 2020 and brings his extensive
Porsche experience and great attitude to
brighten our days. We are expanding our
expert Porsche coverage to include more
performance/racing and vintage services.
Now we are 356 to 992 woohoo!
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The 944 Chronicles
By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

Unlike most winter breaks I don’t have any specific work
planned for the 944. Last winter was focused on the interior with new upholstery for the early sport seats and a carpeted rear seat delete package. That was a lot of fun and
very challenging as it was created using the composite shell
that the rear seat cushion foam was normally attached to.
Both of these projects came out reasonably well despite
my total inexperience working with interior components
and they kept me busy through the winter thinking about,
planning, and executing the process.

Given how nifty the interior looks now (I also cleaned the
carpets) I suppose coco mats are in order this winter but
that hardly qualifies as a winter project. In fact, I already
have them. They are the Christmas gift I gave to myself; I
just haven’t installed them yet. So, what to do this winter?
It’s not that I don’t have any “great” ideas for changing the
car, I do, or at least I think I do. Both of these great ideas
involve making the car even simpler and lighter, i.e., decontenting the car as we say in the industry.
Idea number one is replacing the powered sunroof
system with a manual sunroof. It’s not that the sunroof
doesn’t work right, it does. It works great. I just happen
to have all the parts necessary for a manual sunroof conversion including the lid. Idea number two on my “weight
reduction” project list is the headlights. I’ve seen many
flip up headlight deletes on 944s that strive to emulate the
look of the Lemans 924/944 prototypes with their plexiglass covers and fixed bulbs. Deleting the whole headlight
mechanism would certainly save weight at the front of the
car and simply the entire headlight system. However, flip
up headlights are so 1980s and they really define the appearance and character of a 944.
But there is another way. The intermediate alternative is
manually operated flip up lights that delete the lift motor
and mechanism but retain the headlight and door assemblies. This system uses brackets that lock the headlights in

two fixed positions (open/closed) something like Porsche
used on some of the racing 914s. They are available at
boostbrothersgarage.com and they look just like this.

If you don’t mind having to open the hood to operate
the headlights this modification is definitely an interesting
alternative for reducing front end weight and maintaining
the original look of the hidden headlights. Obviously installing these brackets won’t keep you busy all winter, but it
could be one of several smaller jobs you do with the added
benefit of creating even more useless spare parts to store
on your garage shelves along with the electric sunroof
drive mechanism and roof panel that you took out first.
Unlike the seats, neither of these light weighting ideas
are necessary to fix any issue with the car. The sunroof
and headlight systems work just fine. In fact, the only issue I had with the headlamps (current draw/low voltage)
was resolved last winter by adding the secondary relay system to operate the H4 headlight bulbs. That update combined with the new voltage regulator in the alternator has
made all things electrical right for the moment. No, the
actual problem here is that I desperately need something
to tinker with in the garage every winter and the 944 has
become my go to project. But this winter, there just isn’t
anything major to fix on the 944.
There are some alternatives. I could work on maintaining
the truck, boring but necessary. I could work on modifying the Civic, but that would break my fundamental law of
don’t mess with the daily driver. In fact, the Civic is perfect
as is for both SCCA Time Trial and Waterford Hills bracket
racing next season which do I plan to do. No, the 944 is
actually quite good just the way it is. A very nice driver and
occasional track day car. The real answer to my tinkering
affliction is another project. Preferably a project that will
give me an endless and ongoing supply of opportunities
to tinker, modify, maintain, and fiddle with any and every( Continued on page 19)
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.

W. 11 Mile Rd

d Riv

Halsted Rd.

Gran

er Av

e.
Grand River Ave.

W. 10 Mile Rd.

Haggerty Rd.
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275

5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

( Chronicles from page 17)

thing on the car. Where did I find my new project, on the
internet of course? On a website called ApexSpeed.com. It
looks like this.

Obviously, it’s not a 944 or a 924. It’s a vintage Sparton
Formula Ford from 1984. It’s the same year as the 944 and

perfect for vintage racing now that I’ve let several years of
track days carry me back over to the dark side of the racing
addiction. I considered getting another P-car that needed a
restoration, but I really suck at restorations. I have neither
the patience nor the discipline and the result has always
been an early grave or eventual sell off for my unfortunate
restoration victims. My new project, however, is all about
proper preparation. No rust to worry about and there are
absolutely no worries about authenticity or whether or not
to make changes in the quest for better performance. Not
only does my new project give me endless opportunities to
tinker in the garage all winter long, but I’ll also stop thinking
about turning the 944 into a “real” race car to go vintage
racing. Why mess up a good thing. I like it very much just
as it is.
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Caymans & Commentary -- Introduction
By member Randy Beikmann

Why a Porsche?
I’ve been a member of the Rally Sport Region of the PCA
since 2013, when I bought an Arctic Silver 2007 Cayman S.
Since then I’ve retired from my job at GM and started teaching at Kettering University in Flint. I was showing my dynamics class some of my track data one day, and a student asked
why I had chosen a Porsche.
It started with wanting to get on the track before my book,
Physics for Gearheads, was to be published in 2015. It applies physics to many aspects of cars, especially racing. While
I had thirty years of experience and driver’s training at the
GM Proving Ground in Milford at the time, and had some experience exercising some high performance cars there, I had
never actually wrung anything out on a race track. If someone asked the author a question about the track, I figured he
should know at least something! I needed some track cred.
So I started sorting through some $30k candidate cars, and
winnowed them down to an early Cadillac CTS-V, a Lotus
Elise, and an early Cayman. You may think that’s an odd
trio to choose from, but I just like performance cars that are
done right, more so than a specific brand. And I do prefer
an early edition of something, before the marketing group
“improves” it. Cars always seem to get bigger, heavier, and
more complicated as time goes by, to “appeal to the masses.”
The first version out may have a couple of rough spots, but
it’s often the purest expression of the concept. I also value
structural rigidity to improve the ride and handling capabilities, so I like fixed roofs.
I was always pleased with what we had done at GM with
Cadillac’s Sigma platform, and had personally worked on
mounting the Corvette’s LS6 engine in the 2004 CTS-V. The
2003 V6 version was the first Cadillac I ever desired (and
bought!), especially after driving it on GM’s “ride and handling” loop. And it felt very solid. The V8 version didn’t have
quite the nimbleness that the V6 had, but it was hard to argue with 400 HP and a 6-speed manual. And of course it was
lighter and simpler than the following versions.
Speaking of lightness, the Elise was the ultimate choice in
that respect, with nothing on it that wasn’t necessary. Tight,
small, and light, with a 200 HP mid-mounted engine, it would
have been a blast. But this was also going to be a daily driver,
and preferably one we could take on trips. I wasn’t going to
convince Tara to go with me to the Stratford Festival in an
Elise.
I won’t have to explain to anyone here why the Cayman
was a candidate. Being an engineer, I know that having a midmounted engine with a low CG is ideal for a sports car, to

reduce its polar moment of inertia. It did weigh about 50%
more than the Elise, but had about 50% more power too, and
was capable of similar lap times. No doubt it also was safer
and quieter, and it had great luggage space by comparison.
Outward visibility was awesome. And I still love watching the
back of the roof slope practically to the ground, from a ¾
view.
To make a long story short, I test drove a CTS-V with 40,000
miles, but its structure no longer felt new. I drove an Elise and
it was great, but the practicalities nixed that. Then I drove
a 987 Boxster, which was awesome. Knowing that the Cayman’s fixed roof would make it just that much more rigid, I
knew that was the car for me.
Not too long after, I found a CPO Cayman S with 72,000
miles on it. From previous experience I wasn’t worried about
the mileage affecting the structural feel of a Porsche, so I
bought it, knowing that I had two years and 28,000 miles
of not worrying about the IMS issue. Silver wasn’t my first
choice (I wanted the Cobalt Blue), and I wasn’t taken with the
Stone Gray interior. But the price was right, and it had what I
really cared about: a steering wheel, three pedals, and a gear
shift. And it would solve my mid-engine crisis. Blue paint and
a black interior wouldn’t have made it any faster (the luster
of the silver paint really grew on me, of course).
Oh, and I got to join a PCA region which had an excellent
HPDE program! Tracking was what started this journey, after
all.
A lot has happened since, with the 987 sold and two 982
Caymans now in the garage (long story), giving me quite a bit
of material to write about. And by the time that’s used up,
there will undoubtedly be plenty more to draw from.
I’m very glad to be writing for the Bahn Stormer. I’ll talk to
you next month.

The Beikmann Cayman fleet.
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See Thousands of Porsche
Images in over 500 Colors.
Rennbow, the Porsche Color Wiki, is the largest collection of Porsche images on the Web, all organized by
color. It’s interactive too, you can upload images of
your car and make them part of a database of over
4,000 images that grows every day. Each color has
commentary about the color and a rareness rating.
Rennbow is also the home of Porsche Color-centric
content that is updated regularly.
Visit Rennbow today, bookmark it, and share it with
your friends via social media.
SEE ALL THE COLORS: Rennbow.org
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Share Your Photos
By Treasurer and RSRpics Administrator Burghard Linn

RSRpics is the picture website of the Rally Sport Region,
PCA. Here we will post pictures of RSR events from various club members. There will be an upload section and a
separate curated section that will feature a selection of the
best pictures of a particular event.
Uploading Process
The e-mail announcement of the event will include an
upload link for pictures. That link can be used for anyone,
who took pictures at the event, to upload those they want
to share. Captions added to the picture EXIF file before
uploading, will be uploaded as well. There will also be an
upload link at the detailed event announcement on http://
rsp.pca.org
Please change the file names of your pictures to include
an indication of who you are, such as your initials or last
name.
View, Download or Share Uploaded Pictures
To view uploaded pictures, go to https://rsrpics.smugmug.
com/RSR-Picture-Upload-Folder. From here you can also
download and share any picture.

Curated Event Pictures
An RSR designated curator will select pictures from each
event and place them in the appropriate event gallery.
Anyone who has access to the RSR picture website https://
rsrpics.smugmug.com/RSR-Curated-Pictures can download
pictures as well.
Linking to Our Club Website
A link to RSRpics will be provided on the club website
http://rsp.pca.org. When selected, there will be an option
to view the curated or uploaded pictures.
Communicate With Administrator
Please use rallysport.pca@gmail.com to communicate
with the administrator of RSRpics.
Permission to Use Pictures & Videos
By uploading your pictures & videos to this site, you give
permission to RSR to use them at all other RSR social media sites and in publications.

Horsepower in Horse Country
The nineteenth annual Keeneland Concours d’Elegance will be held on July 16, 2022 in the heart
of horse country, Lexington, Kentucky. The venue is the historic Keeneland Race Track. The
Feature Marque will be Porsche. Four of the 20 judged classes will be Porsche. In addition, the
PCA Bluegrass Region (BGS) will be holding a Porsche Hospitality Park inside the dedicated
Car Club Paddock area. On the day prior to the concours, the BGS will also be hosting PCA
Friday at Keeneland. PCA events this day will include a morning Concours Appreciation
Training Session and an afternoon drive through horse country. Other activities available for
visitors to enjoy include self-guided Walking Tours of the venue, visit to Gift Shop, observing
Morning Thoroughbred Workouts, Meals at the Track Kitchen, Back Scenes of Concours site
prep and the Keeneland Library. Also, nearby attractions include the KY Horse Park, the KY
Aviation Museum, Distilleries, the KY Castle and Horse Farms. You may want to spend the
entire weekend!
To learn more about the Keeneland Concours and possibly nominate a Porsche for competition,
check out their website at https://keenelandconcours.com/
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PCA MULTI-REGION SWAP MEET,
CAR SHOW & TECH QUIZ!!

Saturday, April 23, 2022 |
ALL SEM AND PCA
EVENTS
ARE DRONE FREE EVENTS

10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Presented by the
SEM, RSR and Motorstadt Regions
Featuring the 356 Motor Cities Group
Western Michigan, Michiana & Maumee Valley Regions
are also invited
Hosted by Nikolas Motorsport
45108 Woodward Ave., Pontiac, MI 48341
Across from M1 Concourse
This event is rain or shine (or even snow)...it’s inside
For tables contact Event Chair Michael Cohen
Fastkarz2@aol.com or 248-227-8604

Set-up for swap participants begins at 9:00 am. | The event opens at 10:00 am and runs through lunch
(lunch provided by Nikolas Motorsport)
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board Meeting Minutes
Monday, December 6, 2021

Peter Grant: President...........................................Present
Kevin Kral: Vice-President.......................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary..................................Absent
Mike O’Rear: Editor..................................................Absent
Charlie Brown III......................................................Present

Dave Finch...............................................................Present
Jon Heidorn.............................................................Present
Matt Huber.............................................................Present
Phil Mather.............................................................Present
William Rogers........................................................Present

Members & Visitor Present: Patrick Grace, Tim Pott

Events Committee: Events coming up are slow. Jon discussed starting to pull together events for next year. Group
added many ideas for what can be put together. Ideas for
winter are needed.
• 11- Dec.................... Holiday party
• Looking for future events

Call to Order: Peter Grant called the meeting to order at
7:03PM.
President’s Report: Election results are reported. Peter
Grant is re-elected to be President. Kevin Kral and David
Finch were re-elected to the board and Wally Haley and Ian
Scott were newly elected to the board. The Holiday Party
will be going on. There are about 70 RSVPs. The caterer and
bar are also set along with some musicians. Only 1 door will
be open to check vaccinations and recent tests.
Meeting Minutes: November meeting minutes were reviewed. Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.
Special meeting minutes for Holiday Party were reviewed
from November 16th. Motion: To approve meeting minutes
passed.

New Business: Jon presented an idea for recruiting new
members to have a full event in the area to bring in 100+
cars and have a full day of events to attract members and
new members. The idea would be to make it an annual
event.
Old Business: None
Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at
7:40PM. Minutes taken by Kevin Kral, Vice President.

Treasurer’s Report: Burghard reviewed the November report. Motion: To approve the financial reports passed.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to club members. Email Burghard Linn at burghard.linn@gmail.com
Insurance Report: No insurance needed for the Holiday
Party.
Sponsorship Report: No Report
Advertising Report: No report
Membership: Glenn announced that the club membership
is up to 322 members.
Track Report: No Report. Next Track Committee Meeting
will be on 12/20.
Newsletter: No Report. Next issue is into next year.
Website: No report.
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CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE

OTHER ITEMS

1989 Porsche 944 Turbo: Black on Black. 82,000 miles.
Beautiful example of
a 944 Turbo. Car looks
and drives fantastic.
Leather Sears, Sunroof, Classic Porsche
design. M030 suspension, 17” Cup wheels, new Michelin Pilot Sport A/S 3+ tires,
2.5 L Turbo S, 5-speed manual transaxle. All the bells and
whistles and everything works! $26,000. Contact: Phil Kish
(734) 277-5178, pkish@comcast.net (02/22)

Four 18” F-150 wheels: from a 2011 chrome package XLT.
$400.00 obo. Call Elliot @ 248644-8471 (02/22)

Beck Porsche 550 Spyder Replica: 2250 cc Modified Porsche
914 Engine, Porsche 914
5-Speed Transaxle, Serial
Number 4722902123, Built
1987 – 1995, Beck No. 111,
4,475 Miles. See the complete ad, description, and
link to the photo gallery here: https://conta.cc/330vUXa.
Contact Conrad at 1-734-645-5778 or email Conrad@SellYourSportsCar.net (02/22)
1986 Porsche 944: Black on Black. Second owner car. Super
clean car and always garaged. Come take a look
for yourself. Contact Don
at 810-231-9440. Asking
$9,499. (9/21)
1984 Porsche 911 Carrera Coupe: 23k miles. Grand Prix
White w/ Burgundy All
Leather interior, Limited Slip Differential,
most available options.
Porsche short shifter,
stereo, and AC converted. Otherwise, original. All records. 2nd owner. Just
serviced. Excellent condition. $75,000. Call Mark 313-5062697 or email mlubienski9@gmail.com. (11/20)
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(Contact Elliot for more pictures.)

Cup 1 Wheel Set: I’m told that these Italian made wheels
are not OEM Porsche wheels, but knock
offs. They have been refurbished by
Pro wheels in Detroit. Only two were
mounted after refinishing as I wanted
to see how they look. I preferred the
turbo twist wheels so I’m selling these.
(2) sized 7.5 inch by 17 & (2) sized 9.0
inch by 17. $800 for full set. Located in
Ann Arbor. Contact Larry Webster at lwebster19@gmail.
com. (11/21)
Cool Shirt System: Includes box, large shirt and mainte-

nance juice (no hoses). Good working condition $150 Tom
Krueger 313-570-2223 (12/21)
4 ATS Cookie Cutter Wheels from 1983 944: 15 x 7 with
black center caps. Driven 17 years and
stored for 20. Original finish showing
some age. Tires too old to use. $400, local pickup. Contact Alan Vayda 734-7189097 or alan@vayda.net. (7/21)
981 Boxster/Cayman Winter Tires & Wheels: Michelin
Pilot Alpin PA4 N0 on Starke FC Matte
Graphite wheels. Front 235/40R19 92V
on 19x8.5 5-130 ET52; rear 265/40R19
98V on 19x9.5 5-130 ET43. All w/Huf
OEM TPMS sensors. Lightly used over
three winters less than 2500 miles on tires. Delivered to

your door within 150 miles of Dearborn. $800. Chris Bahlman cwb66cad@gmail.com 248-930-9203. (5/21)
Porsche OEM 19” 997 wheels: Fronts are 19 x 8.5 and the
rears are 19 x 11. These are great, lightweight wheels perfect to dress up your
997, or for your best set of track tires.
Not perfect, but nearly so. $1250. Contact Peter 734-604-1622 (5/21)

4 Original Fuchs wheels: 15 x 7, dates not matched, 2 of
the 4 wheels never mounted. $900, local pickup. Contact Keith at 248-4390706. (04/21)

4 Winter Tires and Wheels for Audi A6/A7: could fit other
cars. Tires: Bridgestone Blizzak 245/4518 used for 2 winters. Wheels: Hartmann 8jx18 ET32, 5x112 bolt pattern,
mounted and balanced. Ready for use.
$1000 obo. Contact Sue Sarin at sue@
sarin.org or 248-425-6981 (01/21)
Car Storage: heated, secured $650 up to 6 months. Call
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/20)

A happy Holiday Party crowd enjoying converstion.

Road-Keeper Dual HD vehicle
video system with GPS

The compact unit contains both 1080p HD cameras, GPS,
accelerometers, and status screen. This allows for a very
secure and stealthy installation in your vehicle.
Use Road-Keeper on the road or at the track. Fully compatible
with our Race-Keeper Comparo analysis application. Both
cameras can be adjusted vertically and horizontally. Includes:
power cord, 32GB Micro SD card, and mounting bracket.
Our latest innovation in video data systems is the Trivinci
Road-Keeper system for recording dual stream 1080p full
HD video and audio with GPS and accelerometer data. $399
For more information:

Bill Stevens 614-214-9732
billstevens61@att.net

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please
contact bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer
Ad” in the subject line). Non-members will be charged
$5.00/quarter. Ads more than six months old may be
removed unless resubmitted.

Kevin Kral and his wife are expecting a present in
the near future.
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The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

©Porsche Cars North America, INC. Porsche Recommends seat belt usage and observation of all traffic laws at all times

Porsche Farmington Hills
37911 Grand River Ave.
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
248.471.0800
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