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The Bahn Stormer
For Information or submissions

Contact Mike O’Rear
bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org

(Please put Bahn Stormer in the subject line) 
Deadline:  Normally by the end of the third 

week-end of the month.

Material from the The Bahn Stormer may be reprinted 
(except for ads) provided proper credit is given to the 
author and the source.  

Advertising Rates  (Per Year)

Copy is the responsibility of the advertiser.

Full Page:  $650
Half Page:  $375

Quarter Page:  $225
Business Card:  $100
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From the Front Seat .................................................5
Calendar of Events ...................................................7 
Membership Page ....................................................9
Joint RSR & MVR Nelson Ledges HPDE ..................10
Ann Arbor German Park Octoberfest .....................11
Too Freaks -- Part 2 ................................................12
944 Chronicles .......................................................17
Around the Zone ....................................................19
French Lick & the Tropics .......................................21
Meeting Minutes ...................................................25
Classifieds Ads ........................................................26

 Contents

ARESCO, Inc ............................................................. 18
AutoMark Collision Center ........................................ 8
Automotive Techniques ............................................ 6
BMW Motorcycles of Southeast Michigan .............. 24
Clear Auto Bra ......................................................... 18
Copyrite Printing ....................................................... 2
Finn’s J M & J Insurance .......................................... 24
Fred Lavery Porsche ................................................ 20
Munk’s .................................................................... 16
Orion Automotive Services ..................................... 14
Porsche of Ann Arbor .............................................. 15
Porsche of Farmington Hills .................................... 28
Rennstatt Racing (of ArborMotion) ........................... 4
Road-Keepers with GPS ........................................... 27
Westgate Insurance .................................................. 7
www.sellyoursportscar.net ..................................... 25

PORSCHE®, The Porsche Crest®, 
CARRERA®, and TARGA® are 
trademarks of Porsche AG

 Advertisers

For Commercial Ads Contact Mike O’Rear 
bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org

Editor’s Note: These are the folks who print our newsletter.

d e s i g n  & p r i n t  s e r v i c e s

p: 586.774.0006 • f: 586.774.2792
30503 Gratiot • Roseville, MI 48066 • copyriteprinting.net

“Your Performance Printer” 
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Complete Porsche Service and Repair  356 to 991
Serving Rally Sport Region from the Beginning

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088 
www.arbormotion.com/rennstatt

Briarwood Mall

State Street

669 State Circle
Rennstatt is the Performance Division of Arbormotion

CONGRATULATIONS

to Rally Sport Region 

Celebrating 25 years!
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From the Front Seat
 By RSR President Peter Grant By RSR President Peter Grant

It’s Friday, August 27, and later today I will drive off to a 
new track adventure…a new track in a new car. The track 
is Nelson Ledges, just a bit southeast of Cleveland and an 
easy 3-hour drive. The car is my recently (January of this 
year) acquired and intentionally “bone stock” 944 S2. This 
should be interesting!
 This latest adventure has started me thinking about how 
all this madness got started in the first place, and that goes 
back almost 25 years to a Motor City BMW club DE at Mich-
igan International Speedway. July 12-13, 1997. I still have 
the shirt. I had purchased a 1972 BMW 2002, put in a roll 
bar and a bigger front sway bar and decided I wanted to try 
it on a track. As a complete newbie, I was put in the begin-
ner class, but fortunately for me I’d been doing “spirited” 
driving runs with like-minded friends for a long time in my 
trusty 1970 MGB. Among other things, I’d learned how to 
double clutch and the word “apex” did not bring a question-
ing look to my face.
 I was signed off at the end of the first day, and spent 
one special session on Sunday chasing a Corvette around 
the infield course. I’d pull onto the banked straight behind 
him and he’d go roaring away from my little 2-liter 2002, 
but I’d chase him down into the infield and by the time he 
reached the banked straight, I was on his tail again. It was 
making him crazy, and I loved it! I was totally hooked!
 Life has a way of throwing curve balls at us when least 
expected, and not too long after doing some DEs in the little 
2002, I was facing a divorce. With three small daughters, 
the process was long and painful, but the human spirit pre-
vails, and when I emerged on the other side of it all, I had 
purchased our home from the “ex” to provide the girls with 
the  continuity of their home and friends, and started filling 
my now abundant spare time in the garage.
 I’m not quite sure where the idea of taking DEs to the 
next level came from, but it took hold quickly. After doing 
a cost analysis of “building” a BMW club racer from my ex-
isting 2002, I decided the better idea was to buy one al-
ready built and was soon scouring Ebay and Craig’s list for 
“race ready” (ha!) BMW 2002. I found it in Jacksonville, FL. 
A flight to Jacksonville and a one-way U-Haul truck and car 
trailer later, it was sitting in my garage!
 Making a long story short, after much rebuilding, re-
working, and updating (including a new paint job), I cam-
paigned that little 2002 in BMW club racing for 10 years. 
I always arranged my “kid” weekends to coincide with my 
race weekends (3-4/summer), and I have many great mem-

ories of the girls with me at the track…it made a terrific ex-
perience even better. And as they grew up, they became 
(sometimes) better helpers, but they were always the best 
cheerleaders I could ever ask for.
 For those who know BMWs and the venerable M10 
engine, they are famous (or infamous) for breaking rocker 
arms, and after 10 years of that, I decided it was time for 
an upgrade…both engine and chassis wise. I purchased a 
race-prepped E-30 with a 1.8L M42 engine. After more re-
building, reworking and updating, I ran this car for a couple 
of seasons, but found the M42 in stock form a bit anemic. 
However, with twin overhead cams, no rocker arms, and 4 
valves/cylinder… it had potential.
 Once again, making a long story short, the resulting 
“built” M42 engine was a thing of beauty. Punched out to 
2.0L with a stage 3 prepped head, 12:1 custom pistons, and 
sporting dual side-draft DCOE45 Webers that it was never 
built to run with (thank you Rick Mammal for the custom-
built intake manifold); it made about 180HP (165 RWHP) 
and would easily rev to 8K RPM. In a car weighing about 
2000 pounds, this provided a weight/HP ration of about 
11/1. This was the car I brought first to RSR DEs, and while I 
have to confess to having fun chasing down a few Porsches 
with it along the way, I was already completely hooked on 
the “P” cars.
 Racing, alas, went by-the-by, as did the E30 with the 
built M42, but track was and will always be in my blood. Of 
the many Porsches I’ve bought and sold over the years, I’ve 
had my ’85 911 and 2002 911 Targa out on the track. Both 
were in “bone stock” form and I thought this left them short 
of being really “track ready, and I was not willing to go down 
the slippery slope of “track prepping” them. Solution? Buy 
a track prepped Porsche…and along comes Al Gaulin’s Stei-
nel prepped 944. A base car with less than 150HP, it was 
stripped and light with track ready suspension and DOT 
slicks. Very “tossable”, and I enjoyed it for three years of 
DEs. But drives to the track became tedious, as did chang-
ing from street tires to track tires at the track. It was more 
a track car that was (barely) streetable rather than a street 
car that was trackable.
 So now I’ve come full circle (again), back to a “bone 
stock” Porsche and headed for the track. Will a “bone stock” 
944 S2 feel better than the “bone stock” 911s I tracked be-
fore? Will it be nearly/almost as good as the track prepped 
base 944? We’ll find out soon enough…I’m off to the track. 
Stay tuned!

Editor’s Note: To Be Continued



6



7

RSR Calendar of Events

September 13 (Mon.) 7:00 PM RSR Board Meeting on 
Zoom

September 14 (Tues.): High Performance Drivers’ Educa-
tion Event at Waterford Hills

October 4 (Mon.) 7:00 PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS 
Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

October 23 (Sat.) Grand Rapids Pub Tour Host Matt Huber

October 24 (Sun.): Fall Color Tour. Hosts Tim & Barb Pott 
(details to follow)

November 1 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS 
Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

December 6 (Mon.) 7:00: PM RSR Board Meeting -- NCMS 
Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

December 11 (Sat.) 8:00 PM: Holiday Party at Porsche of 
Ann Arbor

Michigan State’s Pandemic Directives are constantly changing so watch for Rally Sport updates in your email.

Monthly Third Saturdays (May-October) 7:30 AM - 9:00 
AM:  Cars & Coffee at Zingerman’s Roadhouse Ann Arbor 
(see ad on page 27) 

October 3 (Sun.): The American Speed Festival, M1 Con-
corse, Pontiac, MI (see ad on page 22)

October 13-17 (Wed. - Sun.) Treffen - Autumn Colors of 
Wisconsin, Kohler Wisconsin (see ad on page 23)

Other Events of Interest
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty

Rd.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Current Membership 531*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Vigen & Talin Rose Darian............................... 37
David Bates ..................................................... 32
Glenn & Claudia Trapp .................................... 27
Burghard & Kathy Linn .................................... 24
Greg & Pamela Hughes ................................... 23
Richard & Darice Morris ................................. 22
Chris Price ....................................................... 22
Christian & Valerie Maloof ............................. 19
John & Darlene Oliver .................................... 19 
Mike & Kathy O’Rear ...................................... 18
Robert & Mary Ann Budd ............................... 15
Jean-Marie & Monique Bertholee .................. 13
John & Kristen Gibson .................................... 13

Muir Frey & Pam Herbster .............................. 11
Jonathan & Lynn Nelson ................................. 10
Michael Heath .................................................. 9
Joe & Daphne Slater ......................................... 9
Tom & Kim Chestnut ......................................... 8
Seth Penchansky ............................................... 7
Oliver & Jo Dillard ............................................. 6
David & Jennifer Dixon ..................................... 4
Andrew Massey ................................................ 4
Bill Buie ............................................................. 3
Barry Malatesta & Mitzi McMahon .................. 2
Oleh & Deni Ann Szekera .................................. 2
Ricardo Romero ................................................ 1

* Includes 322 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with 
PCA national.

New Member
Daniel Parker
Milan, MI
2000 Boxster S
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Joint Rally Sport & Maumee Valley Regions’ 
HPDE at Nelson Ledges
 Story by President Peter Grant with photos by Peter Grant, Ray Huang, Glenn Trapp, and Michael Goebelbecker Story by President Peter Grant with photos by Peter Grant, Ray Huang, Glenn Trapp, and Michael Goebelbecker

The RSR DE gang teamed up with the MVR (Maumee Val-
ley Region) folks to try out, what for most of us was a new 
track…Nelson Ledges. 
 Famous and/or infamous, Nelson Ledges is billed as the 
fastest two miles of road course in the country, and it didn’t 
take any of us long to realize it is a well-deserved reputa-
tion. Can you spell the word “kink”? As defined at Nelson 
Ledges, it means a serious (as in not slight) bend in the back 
straight that is approached at or in excess of 100MPH. The 
speed at which the kink is subsequently negotiated defines 
the strength of your metal. The track is fast and demanding, 
but extremely rewarding when navigated with skill, and it 
brought a lot of smiles to anyone who went out to give it a 
try…whether at 5/10s or 10/10s. It was a lot of fun.
 Working with the folks from MVR was a real joy, and 

the comradery both on and off track was evident to all who 
attended. Doing a “joint” event can be complicated, but the 
DE teams from both regions meshed well from the start, 
and will certainly look to do another joint event next year.
 Thanks to all the members of both clubs who helped 
make the event a success. And special thanks to our most 
recent HPDE sponsor, Porsche of Farmington Hills, whose 
generous support contributed to making this first Nelson 
Ledges event a big success. We look forward to working 
with them again next year.

Charlie Brown III’s race prepared 1958 Porsche 356

Member Michael Goebelbecker’s father Charles enjoys Michael & 
Estella Woo’s 944 Turbo.
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Club President Peter Grant’s “new” 944 S2 as mentioned 
in this month’s From the Front Seat Column.

Track Co-Chair Christian Maloof reviews the safety procedures for 
the weekend’s event.

Assistant Track Registrar Rich Chang offers help to a fellow driver.

Elsewhere That Weekend Other RSR Members Spent time at the 
Ann Arbor German Park Octoberfest

(Left) The turnout of beautiful 
Porsches added Germanness

(Right)Members Phil & Francie 
Kish and John & Diane 

Thomson share a table at the 
German Park

A foggy morning at the track.

(Photographer unknown)
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Tool Freaks -- Part 2 
 By Past President Tim Pott By Past President Tim Pott

I had a request to do a follow up article after the recent one 
I wrote about tools.  It turns out that  some folks actually  do 
read this stuff!  
 The request was specifically about what tools are useful 
beyond the basic hand tools like screwdrivers, sockets and 
wrenches.  Many RSR members like to work on their own 
cars and that is a great way to enjoy the hobby of Porsche 
ownership.  There are certain pieces of equipment and spe-
cialty tools that are helpful to making the whole process of 
doing it yourself much easier and more rewarding, but out-
fitting a garage may be financially daunting.  Please don’t 
read this article and decide you need to outfit a shop in one 
big spree. The best way to acquire a nice collection of shop 
equipment is to build it one piece at a time when the need 
arises.  The financial pain is less noticeable and it will also 
give you time to do a bit of research on a particular item 
before you actually make a purchase.
 I’ve started compiling a list of some of the items that I 
think are good to have if you are going to do the DIY thing.  
I’ve also made some suggestions for maintaining certain 
tools or pieces of equipment.  Proper maintenance of tools 
and equipment is essential both to the longevity of the 
equipment as well as safety of use.  There’s always the po-
tential to get really carried away with a long list, so I will not 
attempt to cover everything in this writing.  Please feel free 
to email me if you have specific questions or are looking for 
recommendations; if I can add two cents, I will. 

Workshop Essentials, Part I:

A good, low profile floor jack 
Floor jacks in a home shop get so little use compared to a 
professional facility, so you really just need to keep it clean, 
especially the wheels. It won’t hurt to give the wheels a ju-
dicious shot of oil from time to time.  

Four high quality jack stands  
Do not skrimp in this department!  I’ve actually seen cheap 
jack stands fail and trust me, you don’t want to see them 
fail.  Think about how high you might want to jack the car up 
and pay attention to the minimum height they need.  Don’t 
buy a jack stand with a minimum height that is higher than 
your floor jack can attain.  

Fire extinguisher with a gauge on it 
Don’t mess with fire!  A lot of what goes on in a garage in-

volves chemicals that are highly flammable.  Always know 
where your fire extinguisher is and check to make sure it has 
maintained pressure.  It is a good idea to have it inspected 
from time to time.  If it has a gauge, and a good fire extin-
guisher should, then just check it by looking at the gauge 
at least once a month.  In a professional setting we are re-
quired to have all extinguishers inspected and recertified 
once a year by a company that sells and services them.  For 
home use it would be a good idea to have it checked pro-
fessionally and recertified at least every five years.  I know 
it is super easy to overlook this detail but there’s no worse 
situation in the garage than to grab a fire extinguisher that 
won’t work.

A good, powerful drill  
I like cordless for most uses, but if you can stand a cord, go 
for it.  Having two drills; a smaller, cordless drill and a larger, 
more powerful corded drill is the best option.  

A good bench vise, solidly mounted
Chasing a vice around your shop as you attempt to use it to 
hold a piece of work that you are trying to cut or bang into 
submission is frustrating and just looks silly.  Do not con-
sider mounting a vice to any table with wheels on it.  You 
should mount it to the sturdiest table or stand in your shop.  
Mounting it on a corner of the table allows you to swivel 
it and take advantage of the clear space around the vice.  
Don’t cheat; mount it using all the mounting holes and use 
the largest bolts that will fit. 

Bench grinder, one side stone, one side wire wheel
I recommend buying a grinder that will accommodate an 8” 
wheel and have at least ¾ hp motor (1 hp is better).  It’s no 
fun to lean into a grinding wheel with a piece of metal and 
stall the motor.  Bench grinders are sometimes sold with 
two grinding wheels, one fine and one coarse.  I typically 
like to have a fine grinding wheel with a wire wheel on the 
other end of the grinder. Save the coarse wheel for back 
up.  Grinders often come with a light attached, and they al-
ways come with a safety shield and a “fence” that you can 
rest the work that you are grinding on.  The fence should be 
mounted as securely as possible and close to the wheel, be 
it stone or wire, a ⅛” gap is best.  The lights that come with 
the grinder are often junk.  You decide if you want to use 
them, I often throw them away and mount some real light-
ing for it, such as a small flashlight in my mouth.  
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Shop vacuum cleaner
A good wet and dry shop vac is sooo handy.  The “wet” of 
wet and dry really just means it can pull up some moisture, 
not suck up a lot of standing water. That’s why we have 
mops.  Get a powerful vacuum and buy a replacement filter 
for it at the time you buy it because the filters tend to clog 
quickly.
 

Now a few comments on buying tools in general:

Harbor Freight
I used to look down on Harbor Freight and most of the stuff 
they sell.  Recently I have checked out some of their equip-
ment and they seem to have improved some of their prod-
ucts.  Tools at Harbor Freight are so inexpensive it makes 
it hard not to consider some items.   Equipment that gets 
used in most enthusiasts’ garages doesn’t necessarily need 
to be of the same quality as items that are used in a profes-
sional workshop.  But I caution you not to buy the cheapest 
brand they sell.  There will often be multiple choices when it 
comes to something like a floor jack or a set of jack stands.  
Look at the warranty and the overall quality and appearance 
of the item and if there is doubt, default to the more expen-
sive unit, or go home and research it online.  

High end vs low end hand tools
While people who fix cars for a living usually buy high-end 
hand tool brands, such as Snap On, Matco or Mac Tools, the 
home hobbyist need not spend that much money for the 
same basic items.  Using a tool every day justifies the ad-

ditional expense and there is an added level of convenience 
when buying from a sales rep who stops by your business 
every week and can warranty items on the spot.  There are 
often nuanced differences between top of the line hand 
tools and off-brand items. Often these differences don’t 
become apparent until you’ve used them for awhile.  For 
example, the thinness of the wall of a socket or closed-end 
wrench allows for better clearance in tight spots that less 
expensive brands can’t match.
 Unfortunately you can no longer go to a Sears store and 
buy Craftsman brand tools.  I was not always a big fan of 
the Craftsman brand but it was extremely convenient to be 
able to walk into any Sears store and have a no questions 
asked warranty issue handled quickly.  While there are a 
lot of serviceable, second tier hand tools available at parts 
stores and online, the “limited lifetime warranty” that most 
of them offer is often more trouble than it is worth.  I had 
an issue with a Gearwrench brand wrench, the thing just flat 
out broke. Attempting to have it replaced under its warranty 
policy was frustrating beyond belief.  It now awaits its fate 
at a recycling facility somewhere.  The purchase of any of 
the second tier tools should be considered to come without 
any practically executable warranty.  That doesn’t mean you 
shouldn’t buy them, just understand that they cannot be 
replaced under their warranty easily.

 

   
 
 

Duties to Include 
v Attend Monthly Board Meetings 
v Attend Club Events 
v Uphold the club’s name in good regard 
v Contribute to the club and its activities 

 
 

v If you are interested in becoming a board member, 
please complete a biography (2 to 4 sentences) about 
yourself and how you can contribute to the club 

v Please email your bio to Mary Ann Kantrow 
(secretary@rsp.pca.org) 

 
 

ELECTIONS 
WE NEED YOU 

Looking for a few Good Board Members 
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Everyone welcome Tim Pott to the Orion team. 
Tim joined us in 2020 and brings his extensive 
Porsche experience and great attitude to 
brighten our days. We are expanding our 
expert  Porsche coverage to  include more 
performance/racing and vintage services. 
Now we are 356 to 992 woohoo!

ORION WELCOMES YOUR 
PORSCHE’S BEST FRIEND: TIM!



Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State St. 
PorscheAnnArbor.com

Soul, electrified.
The new Taycan Turbo. 
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Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Got a tricky problem
with your Porsche?
We can find it.
And we can
fix it.
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The 944 ChroniclesThe 944 Chronicles
 By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn) By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

I don’t actually have a theme for this month’s article.  More 
like a collection of thoughts and observations.  For exam-
ple, the new seat upholstery in the 944 is fabulous.  The 
installation came out great and really upgrades the car’s 
interior presentation.  And the seats are pretty comfy and 
they actually do match the door panels now.  Another 
benefit of this project is that my hands and forearms are 
demonstrably stronger than they were last autumn after 
hours of massaging the covers down over the new foam 
cores during the winter.  Literally, it took hours, and some 
wine, well more than some.  Now I know why they charge 
so much to do this at upholstery shops.  

 The downside is of course that the original carpet is now 
nowhere near good enough to go with the seats, even after 
a thorough spotting and cleaning.  Looks like another proj-
ect for this winter.  Same with the steering wheel.  Time 
for a proper rewrapping.  Of course, I don’t actually sit on 
the new upholstery because I don’t want to get it dirty.  I’m 
using a seat cover.  My friends and family are making fun 
of me because of this, but I don’t care.  They have to use 
a seat cover too.  This is a job you can do with the right 
upholstery kit that you can stand around at Cars and Coffee 
and say I did that, after you take off the seat covers.

   I also noticed 
that my nifty con-
sole mounted 
gauges weren’t 
acting quite right, 
especially when 
the cooling fans 
and headlights 
were running si-
m u l t a n e o u s l y. 

The temperature gauge would operate erratically all of the 
time and the oil pressure gauge, and the voltmeter reading 
would drop drastically when the headlights were turned 
on.  

     A little bit of research 
pointed me to the voltage 
regulator.  It’s a separate 
module that’s integrated 
into the back of the alter-
nator using two screws.  It 
does wear out, especially 
after 37 years.  It’s’ eas-
ily replaced with a really 
short screwdriver and at 

roughly $45 vs. $200 for a new alternator it’s worth a try.  
I believe this part is also common across multiple Porsche 
platforms of this vintage including the 911 and 928.  The 
bottom line is it worked.  The coolant temperature and oil 
pressure gauges now give consistent readings all of the 
time.  But the voltmeter was still dropping noticeably when 
the headlights were turned on.  That ended up being an 
easy diagnosis.  
 I installed H4 head lamps in the 944 a couple of years 
ago without changing the wiring harness in any way.  They 
worked okay but no noticeable improvement in forward 
lighting.  I never drove the car much at night and didn’t re-
ally notice a problem.  After installing the console voltme-
ter, I began noticing an issue with voltage drop, especially 
when running the headlights in the rain.  Current draw with 
H4 headlamps is a known but often overlooked issue when 
converting a 1980’s car to H4 lighting.  The wiring harness 
needs to be upgraded to a relay system that provides pow-
er to the headlamps directly from the alternator.  Not only 
will the H4 lighting work way, way, better, but it takes the 
excessive current draw off of the stock 30 to 40 something 
year old wiring.  Plus there’s one less potential fire hazard 
created by modifying your vintage car.
 You can buy a harness for your 944 online or build your 
own.  Store bought is around $185.  I built my own with 
eBay relays and headlamp connectors for about 40 bucks.  
Of course, I also have a substantial supply of wire and con-
nectors in stock, key items in keeping the cost down.  And 
this issue isn’t just for 944’s.  Any similar 80’s vintage 911 
or 928 will have the same issue.  My biggest challenge was 
routing the harness so that it did not interfere with the pop 
up headlights, a small price to pay for one of the ultimate 

(Continued on page 27)
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Around The Zone
By Lori Schutz
Zone 4 Representative

Dear Zone 4 Members, 
Wow did we have a good Parade or WHAT!  And Zone 4 was 
out in force, taking first place and many trophies in all aspects 
of Parade.  From Concours, to AutoX, Rally, even the Art Show 
– Zone 4 can be very proud.  Honorable mention to the top 
National Awards – Enthusiast of the year from Ohio Valley Re-
gion Jerry Wolf, and Top Newsletter Goes to Central Indiana 
by editor Pam Clarino.  We say it’s not just about the cars, but 
let’s face it – it’s about the cars – just ask the Mid Ohio gang!  
Check out all of the results  https://www.porscheparade.org/
parade-results.  

     Thanks to mother nature, we once again had to bring the concours into 
the parking garage and event center plaza – we still had fun.  I had a great 
time organizing the Historics Display which is a special Porsche Collection of 
48 within the Concours.  This year the theme was “Blow the Lid off Summer”, 
as we were all so ready to get out and be together again.  The collection 
featured only open top Porsches, and one of each model type was included 
– from the 356 Cab and Speedster, through the 914, 944 cab, 968 cab, all the 
911 targas, 911 Cabs and Speedsters, and of course the Boxster.  Each entrant 
received a special custom plaque sponsored by PCNA.   
   Several of our members 
cleaned and buffed their 
Porsches to the max.  Mau-
reen Arata, Central Indiana, 
won the hearts of the PCA 

Juniors and kids, and won their Kids Choice award with “Green Bean.  The 
concours judging was brutal – who knew 5 minutes could take so long!  

 The spectacular trophies for all of the awards were designed, built and 
presented by our own Lisa and Michael Soriano from Maumee Valley.  

Awards were presented 
throughout the week 
at 4 different banquets.  
Sponsors and PCA pro-
vided door prizes rang-
ing from t-shirts to tires, to a trip to the Porsche Track Experience.  

     Get out there and enjoy your Porsche with friends! 

Three generations of the 911 Speedster on the rooftop French 
Lick -- Michael Gilson 1989, Rick Riley 2019 and Hank Weil 1994. 
Photo by Michael Gilson

Concours judging as Rick Riley watches his ‘67 911 
S being judged. Photo by Lori Schutz

Mareen Arata, CIR with “Green Bean.” Photo by 
David Clardy.
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I was very pleased to read in the last issue of the success 
achieved and enjoyed by the Zarbos at French Lick:  quite 
the result!
 My family and I were on the big island in Hawaii for ten 
days in July – shortly after the PCA event – and visited an 
interesting shop, the Harbor Gallery in Kawaihae, in the NW 
corner of the island.  Behind the counter was a display of 
photos of several older Porsches and I struck up a conver-
sation with Gunner Mench, the owner of the gallery.  As I 
recall, Gunner came to Hawaii as a child with parents emi-
grating from Bavaria.  The local soccer coach could not wrap 
his tongue around young Guenther’s name and lapsed to a 
simpler “Gunner!”, and this is how the man has been ad-
dressed ever since.
 Gunner has 13 Porsches, some on the big island and 
some on the mainland.  Although he normally drives a 
Cayenne, that day his wife was in the car and Gunner had 
parked near the shop a cream – and very presentable - 944 
which he had recently bought in Michigan for $5,000 (it had 
cost $2,500 to ship the car to its new home…).
 Gunner’s other claim to fame, however, is in having es-
tablished the Big Island Hawaii Region for the PCA.  There 
was already an Hawaiian region (Honolulu alone has a sig-
nificant and affluent populace to draw upon for PCA mem-
bership), but Gunner worked diligently to contact and cor-
ral the Porsche owners on the sparsely populated Big Island 
and today, as president of the region, manages 113 mem-
bers - not bad for the island’s limited number of residents. 

 Like the Zarbo’s, Gunner also attended the French Lick 
event with his pink pig 944, as recorded in the July 2021 
Panorama (page 111):

French Lick and the TropicsFrench Lick and the Tropics
 By member Jeremy Goddard By member Jeremy Goddard
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Bahn Stormer Newsletter AwardBahn Stormer Newsletter Award

Porsche Club of America’s annual News-
letter Contest Awards were announced  
at this year’s Porsche Parade in French 
Lick.

The Bahn Stormer won second place in 
Class III (against PCA Regions of com-
parable size). This award is in large part 
the result of the continuing stream of 
contributions submitted by our mem-
bers. For that, we are very grateful. 
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Treffen at The American Club 
Touring the Autumn Colors of Wisconsin

Dates: October 13-17,  2021
Venue: The American Club
 419 Highland Dr,  Kohler,  WI 53044 
Website:  treffen.pca.org
Registration: Opens August 4,  2021 @ 3:00 PM (EDT)

Autumn in Wisconsin is all about the 
color and getting out to see it. Wisconsin 
comes alive in the Fall with gorgeous 
vistas of colorful foliage, lakes, rivers, 
and waterfalls. Take in Mother Nature’s 
show as you cruise the beautiful ribbons 
of asphalt leading through these scenic 
wonders. Join us in October 2021 as we 
explore America’s Dairyland.
When it’s time to take a break from the 
beautiful landscape surroundings, our 
host hotel, the historic American Club, 

will rise to meet all your needs. Set in the 
quaint village of Kohler, Wisconsin, just 
55 miles north of Milwaukee, this five-
star, five-diamond hotel has stood as 
an icon of gracious hospitality for 100 
years. The American Club offers elegant 
accommodations and unparalleled 
service in a place that is quintessentially 
American while seeming a world away. 
Experience the beauty and the elegance 
of our 2021 Fall Treffen. See you in 
Wisconsin!
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Members & Visitor Present: Dennis Huibregtse, Patrick 
Grace (Insurance), Tim Pott (Sponsorship), Gary Hibler, Sam 
Jalet, Dan Kantrow, Glenn Trapp (Membership), Conrad Zum-
hagen, Christian Maloof, Jim Dowty, Eddie Russell-future 
member, and Anthony Magagnoli.

Call to Order:  Peter Grant called the meeting to order at 
7:00PM at the NCMS Building, Ann Arbor.

President’s Report:  Peter indicated that we would have to 
watch the pandemic policies and determine if we will need to 
go back to a zoom meeting next month.  We have the NCMS 
building secure for the rest of the year.  We have a new plan 
for our 25th anniversary party and it is scheduled on Sept. 
25th.  Our holiday party is scheduled for Dec. 11th at Ger-
main Porsche.  Again, it will be a charity event for Motts Chil-
dren’s Hospital.

Meeting Minutes:  July meeting minutes were reviewed.  
Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard reviewed the July Financial 
Summary.  Motion: To approve the financial report passed.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to club mem-
bers. Email Burghard Linn at burghard.linn@gmail.com

Insurance Report: Patrick Grace received the participant 
count to get the certificates for Nelson Ledges.

Sponsorship Report:  Tim reported that he is running down 
the funds from the Grattan commitments.  He is still talking 
with Porsche of Farmington Hills for some funds to support 
Nelson Ledges.

Advertising Report:  No report

Membership:  Glenn announced that the club membership is 
down to 319 members. 

Track Report:   Christian reported that we have 45 partici-
pants joining us at Nelson Ledges and 17 instructors.  We will 

go ahead with the event.  Phil Mather will not be at the Sep-
tember Waterford event, and we are looking for volunteers 
to support.

Newsletter:    The deadline for the newsletter will be sent to 
contributors soon.   The Bahn Stormer won 2nd place for a 
class 3 newsletter!

Website: No report.

Events Committee:  
• Oct 16:   Fall color tour.  Tim and Barb Pott.  Tim will verify 

the date.
• Sep 25:   RSR New Member/25th Anniversary Gathering 

and Drive
• Dec 11:  Holiday Party
• TBD:   Grand Rapids Micro Brewer Tour.  Matt Huber inves-

tigating.
• TBD:   Traverse City Wine Tasting.  Maybe in the spring.  

Matt Huber investigating.

New Business:  Tim Pott talked about recognizing club mem-
bers, maybe with a acknowledgment at the Holiday Party. 

Old Business:  None
 
Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
7:38PM.  Minutes taken by Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary.

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board Meeting Minutes

Monday, August 2, 2021

Peter Grant:  President...........................................Present
Kevin Kral: Vice-President ......................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present 
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ................................Present
Mike O’Rear: Editor .................................................Absent
Charlie Brown III .....................................................Present

Dave Finch ..............................................................Present
Jon Heidorn ............................................................Present
Matt Huber ............................................................Present
Phil Mather .............................................................Absent
William Rogers .......................................................Present
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CARS FOR SALE  

2013 Porsche 981 Boxster: Platinum Silver with Carrera 
Red Leather Interior and 
Top. Manual 6 Speed, Sport 
Steering Wheel, Conve-
nience Package, S-Wheels 
and Tires, Body Color Roll 
Bars and front Louvers. All 

Maintenance Service performed, Tires new 4K miles ago, 
Clear Carfax with 51K miles. $36,000 OBO. Please contact 
Frank Kunick at 313-929-0082 (9/21)

1986 Porsche 944: Black on Black. Second owner car. Super 
clean car and always ga-
raged. Come take a look 
for yourself. Contact Don 
at 810-231-9440. Asking 
$9,499.
(9/21)

2017 Porsche Macan Turbo: VIN: WP1AF2A53HLB60066. 
Excellent condition, Porsche 
CPO Warranty to 2/23/2022
Link to photos: https://conta.
cc/3kDZerM.  $41,500.
Contact Conrad at 734-645-
5778 or email Conrad@SellY-
ourSportsCar.net (9/21)

Black 2002 Audi TT: 2 door coupe, AWD, upgraded 225 
HP engine, 6 speed.  Black 
interior and black leather 
seats. Adult owned, kept in 
a heated garage, excellent 
condition. No accidents.  
Four extra wheels with 

tires, new snow tires, new battery, winter mats, new un-
used cover, and 2 keys. 99,618 Miles. $8,000.  Looking for a 
good home.  Call, or text Silvia 734-994-5341 (6/21)

1984 Porsche 911 Carrera Coupe: 23k miles.  Grand Prix 
White w/ Burgundy All 
Leather interior, Lim-
ited Slip Differential, 
most available options. 
Porsche short shifter, 

stereo, and AC converted.  Otherwise, original.  All records.  
2nd owner. Just serviced. Excellent condition. $75,000.  
Call Mark 313-506-2697 or email mlubienski9@gmail.com. 
(11/20)

OTHER ITEMS

4 ATS Cookie Cutter Wheels from 1983 944: 15 x 7 with 
black center caps. Driven 17 years and 
stored for 20. Original finish showing 
some age. Tires too old to use. $400, lo-
cal pickup. Contact Alan Vayda 734-718-
9097 or alan@vayda.net. (7/21)

2013 Audi wheels, also fits Cayenne: 10 x 21 with Michelin 
Latitude Sport 295/35R21,  Tires are at 
5-6/32nds. Bolt pattern 5x130.  $650 Call 
Tom Krueger 313-570-2223

981 Boxster/Cayman Winter Tires & Wheels: Michelin Pi-
lot Alpin PA4 N0 on Starke FC Matte 
Graphite wheels. Front 235/40R19 
92V on 19x8.5 5-130 ET52; rear 
265/40R19 98V on 19x9.5 5-130 
ET43. All w/Huf OEM TPMS sensors. 
Lightly used over three winters less 

than 2500 miles on tires. Delivered to your door within 150 
miles of Dearborn. $800. Chris Bahlman cwb66cad@gmail.
com (248) 930-9203. (5/21)

Porsche OEM 19” 997 wheels: Fronts are 19 x 8.5 and the 
rears are 19 x 11. These are great, light-
weight wheels perfect to dress up your 
997, or for your best set of track tires. 
Not perfect, but nearly so. $1250. Con-
tact Peter (734) 604-1622 (5/21)

4 Original Fuchs wheels: 15 x 7, dates not matched, 2 of 
the 4 wheels never mounted. $900, 
local pickup.  Contact Keith at 248-
439-0706. (04/21)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D SC L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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4 Winter Tires and Wheels for Audi A6/A7: could fit other 
cars. Tires: Bridgestone Blizzak 245/45-
18 used for 2 winters. Wheels: Hart-
mann 8jx18 ET32, 5x112 bolt pattern, 
mounted and balanced. Ready for use. 
$1000 obo. Contact Sue Sarin at sue@

sarin.org or 248-425-6981 (01/21)

Set of 4 BBS Forged wheels with Bridgestone Protenza 
RE-71R tires: 245/45/18 Front and 
265/45/18 Rear. Used several times for 
HPDE. About 4/32 tread rear, slightly 
more front. Front 18 x 8.5 offset 56. Rear 
18 x 9.5 offset 48. Used on a 981.  $2,000 
complete. Respond to Ron via txt 231-

420-6455 or  berger54@gmail.com (11/20)

Car Storage: heated, secured $650 up to 6 months. Call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/20)

Road-Keeper Dual HD vehicle 
video system with GPS

The compact unit contains both 1080p HD cameras, GPS, 
accelerometers, and status screen. This allows for a very 
secure and stealthy installation in your vehicle. 

Use Road-Keeper on the road or at the track. Fully compatible 
with our Race-Keeper Comparo analysis application. Both 
cameras can be adjusted vertically and horizontally. Includes: 
power cord, 32GB Micro SD card, and mounting bracket.

Our latest innovation in video data systems is the Trivinci 
Road-Keeper system for recording dual stream 1080p full 
HD video and audio with GPS and accelerometer data.  $399

For more information:  Bill Stevens  614-214-9732  
   billstevens61@att.net

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please 
contact bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer contact bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer 
Ad” in the subject line).  Non-members will be charged Ad” in the subject line).  Non-members will be charged 
$5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be $5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be 
removed unless resubmitted.removed unless resubmitted.

  

 
3rd Saturday of Every 

Month  
(May – Oct) 

May 15, June 19, July 17, August 21, September 18, 
& October 16 

 

 Join us at Zingerman’s Roadhouse 
2501 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor 

7:30am – 9:00am 
For more information on Cars and Coffee –  

jonheidorn@comcast.net 
 

This is Not A Rally Sport Region –  
Porsche Club of America Event 

 
 

80’s design features.  You 911 guys won’t have this issue be-
cause your cars aren’t nearly as cool as 944’s.  Fixed head-
lamps indeed.
 One last observation that doesn’t involve the 944.  In July 
I did two track days at Waterford Hills with the Honda Civic 
Si, my daily driver.  Both days were rainy.  The takeaway 
was, even on track days your car should be wearing sensible 
shoes.  Mid-July I did an open track day at Waterford.  I run 
in the blue group, H4, which is the most experienced group 
other than drivers with competition licenses.  It rained all 
day.  Many of the blue group drivers never bothered to 
show up.  The ones that did with 200 treadwear or lower 
tires weren’t having much fun out there especially when 
getting passed by a 200 HP Honda, aka me, with normal 
summer street tires. 
 Two weeks later I ran in the bracket racing group and 
predictably qualified at the back of the field with my stock 
car and “street” summer tires in dry conditions.  It rained 
when we gridded for the start.  It rained a lot.  Do you know 
how much fun it is passing the field including a Z06 Corvette 
and various hot rod BMW’s on the back straight?  A lot, a 
whole lot.  I ended up winning.  It all came down to having 
sensible shoes on the car, not crazy track day 200 tread-
wear or R compound tires.   My point, get out there and run 
the club DE days with your normal everyday driver setup.  
Don’t waste time and money on modifications and expen-
sive tires.  Just go run what you brung.  And that concludes 
my random observations for this month.

(944 Chronicles from page 17)
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