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Everyone welcome Tim Pott to the Orion team. 
Tim joined us in 2020 and brings his extensive 
Porsche experience and great attitude to 
brighten our days. We are expanding our 
expert  Porsche coverage to  include more 
performance/racing and vintage services. 
Now we are 356 to 992 woohoo!

ORION WELCOMES YOUR 
PORSCHE’S BEST FRIEND: TIM!
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From the Front Seat
 By RSR President Peter Grant By RSR President Peter Grant

It’s June Folks. “Official” summer is just a couple of days 
away as I write this month’s article, but temperatures might 
suggest that it started a few weeks ago. But new infection 
rates are down, the number of vaccinated people is up, and 
now…after over 15 months of pandemic shut down, life is 
opening up again. Unless Mother Nature throws us anoth-
er curve ball, it seems safe to believe that we have finally 
turned the corner on this awful period and are headed back 
to some reasonable level of “normalcy” (whatever that 
is!?). So welcome back everyone! Welcome to DEs with in-
car instruction again, welcome to social events where you 
can see your fellow Porsche enthusiast’s entire face, wel-
come back to real handshakes, and welcome back to feeling 
safe even though you’re not standing 6 feet away from the 
nearest person. Wow! Doesn’t that all feel great?! 
 And beyond our “Porsche World” of things, the city, 
state, the country are opening up…a slumbering giant wak-
ing from a too-long sleep and working to bring life and liv-
ing back to what it used to be. Our favorite restaurants are 
open again, we can actually go ”IN” and sit down to a meal, 
get in our car and go somewhere (anywhere!), or even get 
on a plane and travel across the country, or even abroad! 
It seems forever since we’ve been able to enjoy such free-
dom. Hurray!
 Meanwhile, (for those of you who read last month’s ar-
ticle) back at the homestead, the Koi pond is in place, the 
Koi fish are swimming happily in their new home along with 
another large bunch of goldfish looking things in varying 
colors and sizes. Tour tickets and fishing licenses are pend-
ing Board (Melanie) approval…which is not likely to happen. 
But the darn thing is pretty cool, and the sound of the wa-
terfall is the best kind of white noise there is. All in all, it’s 
way better than I would have ever expected…and Melanie 
is ecstatic, which is always a good thing. So now we have 
our own little “Walden Pond”…or is it “On Golden Pond”. 
Haven’t heard any Loons yet.
 And up the hill in the garage sits the 997.2, that I’ve now 
managed about a 1000 miles of seat time with. You know 
what? The darn thing, and especially the PDK, is smarter 
than I am. So I did a bit of research on the evolution of the 
PDK, which stands for Porsche Doppelkupplungsgetriebe…
one of those great “lets see how many words we can string 
together to make a new word” German word that translates 
roughly into “Porsche dual-clutch transmission”. Let’s stick 
with PDK, as this is already complicated enough!

 The whole PDK thing started in 1967 with the intro-
duction of the Porsche Sportomatic. The Sportomatic was 
something of a semi-automated stick shift with an automat-
ic feature. The driver still had to shift the car from one gear 
to the next, but a microswitch on the shift lever engaged 
the clutch each time the shift lever was “touched”, thus al-
lowing the driver to shift “gears” without having himself (or 
herself) to push a clutch in. It did require that you let go of 
the shift lever after each change, though! The car could also 
stand still and remain in gear thanks to the incorporation of 
a torque converter in place of the flywheel. 
 Meanwhile, the boys over in the Porsche speed shop 
were working on a better idea…a quick-shifting, automat-
ed dual clutch transmission that they hoped could make 
their race cars faster. A 5-speed version was put into one of 
their 956 cars in 1983. It migrated to the 962 car and won 
Le Mans in 1986. Unfortunately, the transmission had the 
nasty habit of exploding and spewing its guts all over the 
racetrack with some regularity, a feature that kept it from 
transitioning to production cars for several decades…albeit 
not for lack of trying!
 A PDK was test fitted to a 924S, and there was a plan 
(not realized) to get the PDK into the 944 Turbo. Then it was 
planned for the 968, but saner heads prevailed and a spiffed 
up ZF automatic (Tiptronic) was used instead. This transmis-
sion was considered the “stopgap” for (mostly US) Porsche 
customers who wanted a 2-pedal car. I say “spiffed up” be-
cause Porsche was not going to be happy putting an “av-
erage” automatic (slushbox) into one of their cars, so they 
did some of their own brand of programming for the trans-
mission’s brain, providing monitoring for a long list of the 
car’s dynamics. The Porsche Tiptronic monitored throttle 
position and speed of movement, engine and road speed, 
ABS activation, and fuel delivery, allowing it to “adapt” to a 
driver’s style from a choice of 5 different shift maps. The be-
ginning of “smarts” per my comment about the darn thing 
being smarter than I am.  
 The PDK entered production as a fully automated dual 
clutch 7-speed transmission with the mid-cycle refresh of 
the 911 997, Boxster 987, and Cayman 987…the 2009 mod-
el year. If you bought any of these cars with the Sport Chro-
no option, you really got four PDKs to play with. This is what 
my 997.2 has, so is what I’ll talk about in terms of what I’ve 
learned so far (or more precisely, what it’s taught me).

There are three automated modes. If you don’t turn any-
(Continuted on page 25)
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Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Your Import Experts
since 1969
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RSR Calendar of Events

July 11 (Sun.) 10:00-Noon: Auto Detailing a Motor City 
Auto Spa, Royal Oak (see ad on page 17)

July 12 (Mon.) 7:00 PM RSR Board Meeting -- TBD

July 11-17 (Sun.-Sat.): Porsche Parade, French Lick, 
  Indiana

August 2 (Mon.) 7:00 PM RSR Board Meeting -- TBD 

August 27-29 (Fri.-Sun.): High Performance Drivers’ Edu-
cation Event with Maumee Valley Region at Nelson 
Ledges, Ohio (see ad on page 11)

September 13 (Mon.) 7:00 PM RSR Board Meeting -- TBD

September 14 (Tues.): High Performance Drivers’ Educa-
tion Event at Waterford Hills

October 4 (Mon.) 7:00 PM RSR Board Meeting -- TBD

Michigan State’s Pandemic Directives are constantly changing so watch for Rally Sport updates in your email.

July 9 (Fri.) Rolling Sculpture in Ann Arbor -- Cancelled

July 23 - 25 (Fri. - Sun.): Concours d’Elegance of America, 
Plymouth, MI (see ad on page 19)

August 6 - 8 (Fri. - Sun.): Porsches on the Mac II - Beauty 
and the Bridge -- hosted by Motorstadt Region - PCA 
(see ad on page 29)

Monthly Third Saturdays (May-October) 7:30 AM - 9:00 
AM:  Cars & Coffee at Zingerman’s Roadhouse Ann Arbor 
(see ad on page 31) 

October 13-17 (Wed. - Sun.) Treffen - Autumn Colors of 
Wisconsin, Kohler Wisconsin (see ad on page 15)

Other Events of Interest
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty

Rd.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Current Membership 530*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Gary & Carolyn Starin ..................................... 36
Tom & Lynda Bliznik ........................................ 30
Jim & Liz Christopher ...................................... 28
Steve & Mary Shanks ...................................... 28
Peter & Dara Church ....................................... 24
Robert & Sharon Curry ................................... 24
Elliott & Wendy Wagenheim .......................... 24
Dan Hudson & Jona Kirts-Hudson .................. 22
Stewart & Sally Free ....................................... 19
Dan & Hope Gaulin ......................................... 19
Steve & Jean Howorth .................................... 17
Tom Bloom & Beth Trollman .......................... 16
Eric & Kristin Gedeon ..................................... 15
Al & Claire Utter ............................................. 15
Nick Priest ....................................................... 13
Richard Chang & Tonya Kneff-Chang .............. 11
Jon Heidorn & Deb Kop .................................. 11

Mike & Kiyomi Wenners ................................. 11
Sig & Kristina Kristiansen .................................. 8
John Loomis ...................................................... 7
Gary & Sue Sikkema ......................................... 7
Dave & Coleen Thurston ................................... 7
Christopher Bahlman & Alex Pratt .................... 6
Marvin & Candy Quezada ................................. 5
Matthew Romano ............................................. 5
Randy & Annie Stephens .................................. 5
James Hoyt ....................................................... 4
Sam & Jenny Jalet ............................................. 3
Tom Yurmanovic ............................................... 3
Mika Cherdon ................................................... 1
Vincent Genise ................................................. 1
Jared Pedrys ..................................................... 1

* Includes 323 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with 
PCA national.

New Members
Thomas Janowski
Dearborn, MI
2018 Macan

Dean Rottermond
Brighton, MI
2012 911 Turbo
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Complete Porsche Service and Repair  356 to 991
Serving Rally Sport Region from the Beginning

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088 
www.arbormotion.com/rennstatt

Briarwood Mall

State Street

669 State Circle
Rennstatt is the Performance Division of Arbormotion

CONGRATULATIONS

to Rally Sport Region 

Celebrating 25 years!
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Multiple MOR members have expressed interest in attending a 
very special Porsche event happening in Indianapolis. You may 
have seen both Luft 7 and Sportscars Together are taking part 
over the same weekend at the Brickyard and in/around India-
napolis. PCA National will be having a Platz at the IMS Brickyard 
Porsche races.

As such, some enterprising members have set up a hotel reserva-
tion block that members or other can take advantage of.

Below is the link for the room reservations. Once in the reservation the dates can be edited for 1,2 or 3 nights. There are 20 
rooms for Sep 9-10 and 10 rooms for Sep 11. The sooner they are booked the better chance of getting more rooms added for 
Saturday evening.

https://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/I/INDNHES-MOR-20210909/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG
Embassy Suites by Hilton Indianapolis North - 3912 Vincennes Road, IN 46268 1-888-875-2580
Group Name:  MORPCA GROUP
Group Code:   MOR
The rate is $99.00 + tax
Check-in:   09-SEP-2021
Check-out:   11-SEP-2021

A special thanks to the Mid-Ohio Region for extending this 
invitation to Rally Sport and other PCS Regions.

September 9-11th, 2021
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RSR’s High Performance Grattan DERSR’s High Performance Grattan DE
 Story by Editor Mike O’Rear, photos by Glenn Trapp, and Mike O’Rear Story by Editor Mike O’Rear, photos by Glenn Trapp, and Mike O’Rear

Rally Sport Region’s “Main Event” for the driving season 
is its Friday, June 11th through Sunday, June13th HPDE at 
Grattan Raceway. Always popular, this year was no excep-
tion with 58 students and 25 instructors. While occasionally 
a little too warm all three days were rain free.
 Saturday night’s BBQ was again a hit with a jolly crowd 
enjoying the food and then the raffle of door prizes donated 
by generous sponsors (see page 15 for recognition of the 
sponsors of this event).
 While making it look easy, the event was the result of 
the hard work of many. Charlie Brown III and Rich Chang 
handled the registration and Rich also served as classroom 

instructor for intermediate students and  MC’d the dinner 
and raffle. Co-Chief Driving Instructors Christian Maloof and 
Phil Mather made sure the event was enjoyable and safe, 
and Arnie Spieker handled classroom instruction for the 
Green and Blue run groups. Other members also made sure 
that helmets, hydration drinks and other equipment made 
it to the event.
 A special thanks to Tom Green, who generously provid-
ed hamburgers and brats to all who wanted them, covering 
for the fact that the track was unable to open the conces-
sion stand for the weekend.

RSR’s crack registration team -- Charlie Brown III and 
Rich Chang -- they kept everything straight. RSR Vice-President Kevin Kral -- his first time on the Grattan 

track.

Rich Chang also handled classroom instruction for the 
“Orange” run group.

Member Estella Woo has graduated from her Porsche 
924 to a 944 Turbo.
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And then Rich Chang awarded door prizes provided by our generous 
sponsors -- see their identities on page 15.

Grass and shade trees made for more comfort in the heat 
of the day for many participants.

A morning fog greeted participants at the first day’s Drivers’ Meeting 
where Chief Driving Instructor Christian Maloof covered the do’s and 
don’t’s of a safe DE events.

Member Seth Penchansky  joined with his 
Porsche Boxster.

Member Puneet Manhanda once again 
exercised his Porsche Cayman

Instructor Tom Krueger cruised the pits offering free rides.
Serious track adict Fred Granneman again 
came from St. Louis to attend our event.



Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State St. 
PorscheAnnArbor.com

Soul, electrified.
The new Taycan Turbo. 
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The 2021 Grattan Raceway HPDE was 
a huge success thanks to the following 

major sponsors.

Thanks also goes out to contribution sponsor 
and members who kicked in with donations 

for our raffle.

Member Sue Sarin

And please don’t forget all the members who give up their precious time to 
assure that this and all our events go off without a hitch.

Christian Maloof and Watermark Construction                                                    Tom Bloom and Bloom Roofing
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Around The Zone
By Lori Schutz
Zone 4 Representative

Hi Zone 4 Friends and Family, 
We are now in full swing of PCA events, 
and life is getting back to normal!  My 
kitties Hurley and Danica are enjoying 
the great weather.  Over Mother’s Day 
weekend, I joined Northern Ohio re-
gion at Mid-Ohio for their HPDE event.  
I had a blast instructing in-car for the 
first time in nearly 2 years with a won-
derful young woman, Mary, who was there with her father.  Lori Bryant and her husband Bob did a great job, and along with 
the Northern Ohio group and instructors from all around Zone 4 had a blast! 

    I just got back from the Indy 500 -Go Helio #4 win!  On Carb day, Friday before the 
big race, the stands were scattered with ‘Do Not Use’ stickers, which ended up on many 
of our coolers and other race gear.  And when visiting the garage area, masks were 
required. David and I visited the Firestone garage and learned that the tires for Indy are 
special in that the Firestone “F” logo is red on the right side and white on the left side 
of the car.  The tires are constructed such that the out-
side is taller than the inside by a small amount, and if 
you roll a tire away it will go in a circle, not straight!  
Each tire is only 17 pounds, and the wheel is 13, so 
that’s why those hefty pit crew guys can through the 
around with one hand! 
   And while the pre-race message was 40% fans, I 

think that’s because the infield wasn’t open to fans – no Snake Pit this year.  The grand-
stands were nearly to capacity, and the seat stickers were gone, at least in Turn 4 North-
west Vista where my brothers and I have had seats for over 40 years.  
As the US gets back to normal, with many of us fully vaccinated, we can begin to return to 
our ‘regularly scheduled program’.  Many events are over-subscribed as the demand to get 
our Porsches out and be together is strong.  I know that all are taking local precautions, 
and it’s so great to see one another again.   
 Check your region newsletter & website and the PCA National site for the current status of events in your area from Cars 
& Coffee, tours, drives, autocrosses, picnics and driver education events.  Several of us are gearing up for Parade in French 
Lick July 11-18th https://www.porscheparade.org/ , The Concours of the Americas July 23-25th https://concoursusa.org/ 
Porsche Corral, and Porsches on the Mac Aug 6-8th https://www.pca.org/events/porsche-on-the-mac-ii.  

Lori Schutz
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Mark Your Calendars!
Detroit City Auto Spa

Have	you	dreamed	about	having	your	Porsche	look	like	a	concourse	car	or	wondered	
what	best	prac9ces	you	should	be	following	when	cleaning	and	detailing?			Ma=	Li?er,	
Owner	of	Motor	City	Auto	Spa,	will	graciously	host	our	RSR	group	for	a	2	hour	detailing	
clinic	on	July	11	@	10	am	–	noon.		For	those	interested	in	a=ending	(op9onal)	we	will	
leave	Karl’s	Cabin	@	9am	for	a	drive	to	Royal	Oak.			Ma=	will	provide	food	and	drinks	
and	this	should	be	a	very	enjoyable	session	for	everyone.		
	
Date:		Sunday,	July	11
Time:																			
• Clinic	10	am	–	noon
• Op9onal:		depart	Karl’s	Cabin	@	9am
• Op9onal	post	event	gathering	(tbd	based	on	interest)

Des)na)on:							Motor	City	Auto	Spa
																														4300	Delemere	Court
																														Royal	Oak,	Mi			48073
																														www.motorcityautospa.com
Contact:														Jon	Heidorn
																														events@rsp.pca.org
																														734-239-2942
Registra)on:						We	will	provide	a	registra9on	through	MotorSportReg.
 
Clinic	Topics	covered:

◦ Detailing	best	prac9ces	(interior	/	exterior)
◦ Paint	correc9on
◦ Ceramic	coa9ng
◦ Caring	for	your	cars	finish
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$25.00/person - general admission*       $10.00/car club pass**
 A ticket is required for each person attending.

Purchase your 2021 General Admission Tickets and Car Club Parking Pass 
by visiting us at:    ConcoursUSA.org

PORSCHE CAR CLUB MEMBERS USE CODE: PSCH#2019

Car Club Parking tickets must be ordered before June 30, 2021.  
Parking passes will be mailed to you via USPS.

Onsite Club Parking at the Inn at St. John’s 
Sunday, July 28, 2019
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

**You must purchase 1 Car Club Parking pass to receive $25.00 admission price. Your Car Club pass will be mailed to you.  
You must have your car club pass to park in the designated area.  NO EXCEPTIONS.

CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE OF AMERICA  -  AT THE INN AT ST. JOHN’S  -  44045 FIVE MILE ROAD  -  PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 48170
ConcoursUSA.org   -  248.643.8645

FOLLOW US:

             WEEKEND OF EVENTS: 
Motoring Tour, Battle of the Brands, Art Invitational, Cars Under the Stars - Kickoff Dinner, 

 Cars and Coffee, Concours d’Lemons, Concours Seminar and Lunch, British Invasion

CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE OF AMERICA
THE INN AT ST. JOHN’S- PLYMOUTH, MI

23  JULY 25

EMG PHOTOGRAPHY

Honoring
Joseph Cassini, III
Moray Callum
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The 944 ChroniclesThe 944 Chronicles
 By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn) By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

Coupes and Clutches
Am I an automotive luddite?  Absolutely.  My garage is 
stocked with manual transmissions and 2 door coupes.  If 
I am driving the truck, my only automatic daily, its only to 
take scrap parts from one of the parts cars to the junkyard. 
The original Fast and the Furious movie is a reference on 
life with cars, criminal activities excluded of course.  Life is 
now measured by time between track days, literally. And 
unlike my club racing past, track days do not need a truck, 
trailer, and dedicated car.  Potential new car additions to the 
garage are judged by their practical relationship between 
day to day usefulness and track day performance.  Think 
WRX, Civic Si, or Cayman.  I prefer performance coupes. You 
know, cars with 2 doors, a clutch, and maybe a back seat. I 
drove a minivan and a small SUV for many years while rais-
ing my 4 children as a single Dad and now that they are 
grown and independent adults, I don’t need a “Dad car” 
anymore.
 Coupes, although still available from a fair number of 
OEMs, are slowly shifting to the wayside as a less desirable 
option in the realm of automotive options.  So are manual 
transmissions. DCT transmissions are the way of the future.  
Fast shifts, no clutch, just tap the flappy paddles.  But we 
also have the modern concept of track days.  Not surprising-
ly, they are populated with many young car enthusiasts who 
embrace manual transmissions as an acceptable, perhaps 
even preferred, way of automotive transportation.  They 
demand a car that engages them on a visceral level, one 
that demands attention to the interaction between, human 
and machine. And if they cannot procure a “sporting” car 
they show up and drive what they have, even if it is a Toyota 
Camry Hybrid.  It is about the experience because they are 
car people.
 My older daughter occasionally comes home to Michi-
gan for a visit and takes trips to our local gym with myself 
and her brother. I always drive. Although she is not a car 
person, she still giggles and grins when I downshift and ac-
celerate past slowpokes clogging the local traffic lanes with 
their jumbo sized crossover/SUV vehicles that masquerade 
as “practical” transportation daily drivers.  And if I sound bi-
ased or opinionated, I am, I am a Luddite.  I do not like giant 
vehicles.  How do you rationalize driving a full-sized quad-
cab 4x4 pickup or SUV as a “daily” driver? The size is unbe-
lievable.  My Civic and 944 are shorter than the hoods on a 
typical modern full size pickup.  However, weirdly enough, 
some of my most memorable cars and car adventures did 
not include coupes and clutches.  They were vehicles that 

were all large, green, with 4 doors, and an automatic trans-
mission. 
 My garage is dominated by the “880” pound gorilla of 
a 1965 Oldsmobile Dynamic 88 4 door sedan.  It was my 
grandfather’s car and it is huge. I had not ridden in it since 
I was 6 years old in 1968. I adopted it from my aunt in 2012 
during my mid-term leave from my deployment in Afghani-
stan.  It is enormous by any automotive standard.  Long, 
low, and an icon of Motown wonder metal, I could not let it 
go to the wayside much less a scrapyard.  When it arrived, 
my son Adam, then 12 years old, got to turn the key while 
I sprayed her full of ether to get her started after an un-
known number of years of slumber.  His first real working 
interaction with cars.  Now he is shopping Bring a Trailer for 
JDM imports. The car gene runs deep and appears to be in 
full bloom.  
 But the Oldsmobile is actually my third big, green, cruis-
ing machine.   I drove (borrowed actually) my first one when 
I went to work for Chrysler Corp as a Design/Development 
engineer in 1984.  It was a late 1970 something green 
Dodge Monaco. Literally a Blues Brothers car without the 
cop parts or paint job.  Green with a green interior.  The car 
my mother had been driving prior to my graduation from 
engineering school - my maternal grandfather’s car.  As 
it was a “real” Chrysler Product the corporate rules said I 
could park it in the corporate products parking area next to 
the engineering offices in Highland Park.  Of course, when I 
started driving my Camaro Z28 I had to park way back in the 
back parking lot.  
 However, the most memorable of my green monsters 
was “Gus”.  Gus was a 1976 Jeep Wagoneer   that I bought 
on eBay one night during a business trip in 2005.  Green 
with green vinyl interior and wood grain siding.  Do not 
ask me why I bought it, but it seemed like a good idea at 
the time.  Gus had been named by his eBay owners and 
had recently been brought to Minneapolis from Seattle.  
The reason they were selling Gus was that he was just too 
thirsty to remain their daily driver.  However, Gus was rust 
free and in excellent mechanical condition, so I flew from 
Detroit to Minneapolis to pick Gus up and drive him home.  
The original plan was for one of the owners to pick me up at 
the airport on her motorcycle.  Instead, five young women 
in a Ford Escort wagon with no A/C in the heat of summer 
picked me up and took me to their house to “meet” Gus 
and do the paperwork.  Along the way I was mildly interro-
gated as to my intentions regarding Gus because they were 

(Continuted on opposite page)
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concerned as to whether he was going to a good home.  
 Their questions answered and concerns addressed, I 
filled Gus up and headed south.  Unfortunately, Gus was car-
bureted, it was the heat of summer, and my plans to drive 
Gus straight home were foiled by an unrelenting vapor lock 
somewhere in Wisconsin.  It was so bad that I eventually 
gave up trying to drive Gus, spent the night in a motel to 
let Gus cool off, and rented a tow dolly, and truck the next 
morning to get Gus home.  Gus and I survived however, and 
with the installation of an electric fuel pump and some fuel 
line insulation we were able to take my son Chris and his 
friend to Camp Jeep in the Pennsylvania Poconos later that 
summer.   Both boys also learned what it was like to travel in 
a 1970’s vintage vehicle with no A/C and green vinyl seats in 
August.   Can you say hot and sticky?  To this day, Chris does 
not like to use the A/C system in any of his cars no matter 
how hot it is outside.  Come to think of it, I was the same 
way at his age only buying cars without A/C.  And we both 
drive only clutch cars.  Maybe being a car luddite is genetic.  

Vintage Munk's
since 1969 

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248-335-5424
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Ramblings From a Life With CarsRamblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz 

Entrusted
It should come as no surprise that Porsche owners have 
a special relationship to their cars.  As much as we own 
and enjoy our Porsches that relationship comes with cer-
tain responsibilities.  You could even describe it as being 
entrusted with our cars.  The trust comes in the form of 
a special bond that involves maintaining and proper use 
of our cars.  I have even gone so far as to say that while 
we own our car in some respects the car demands some 
respect and responsibility from its owner.  Do we really 
own our Porsche or are we caretakers who are entrusted 
with our car?  While we may have driven our Porsche on 
a regular basis when it was first acquired, it now may be 
relegated to the garage except for very special occasions.  It 
might be enshrined to a trusted spot in the garage or per-
haps even ensconced in a building purposely built to house 
it as though in its own museum.  I have seen the Porsche so 
cherished that it has a special room in the house or in one 
local case was housed in a greenhouse on the front lawn.  
Almost ordinary is the garage that has a temperature and 
humidity controlled environment.
 Whole catalogues of products exist to pamper the 
Porsche from paint finish to interior soft trim to even tire 
cradles to keep the tires round.   Some owners go so far as 
to put the tires on rolling dollies so the car can be moved 
about freely and not jacked up.  The truly pampered garage 
has a full professional hoist so their collection can take up 
less space.  Hopefully without oil leaks (is that even pos-
sible?).  Again the fanatic will have the garage fully kitted 
out with custom flooring and cabinetry, special lighting and 
suitable wall decorations.  I have heard that the dedicated 
owner has a tool collection that is exclusive to working on 
the Porsche complete with unique factory specialized tools 
not to mention all of the relevant factory manuals.   It is 
very common that the special Porsche has only a certain 
trusted mechanic at a certain trusted garage for any spe-
cialized maintenance or repair.  It goes without saying that 
maintained or repair parts are either original equipment or 
only come from exclusive and thus very high priced parts 
sources. 
 Of course how, where and when the Porsche is driven 
is also very controlled and exclusive.  It would never be 
exposed to ordinary use such as shopping or casual trips.   
One of the more critical requirements is the total security 
of where the car will be parked.  It can never be exposed to 
potential threats as in any common parking area much less 

a public parking area.  Preferably it should only be parked 
in an exclusive area reserved for other Porsches.  The true 
fanatic will only park their Porsche among like models and 
vintages.   It should go without saying that it would never 
be driven in weather conditions that could threaten the car 
even as mundane as a light shower or an excessively hot 
and sunny day.  It doesn’t even need to be mentioned that 
it should always be driven on pristine roads and never, ever 
on a dirt or gravel road.  In fact it should not be driven un-
less the route is well known as posing zero threats to the 
car.  If at all possible even the traffic should be a known 
commodity. 
 You might conclude that with all of these caveats most 
Porsches will not be driven at all.  That is not as crazy as 
it seems when you consider the number of extremely low 
mileage Porsches that there are in the world.  This just em-
phasizes the point of whether the Porsche is owned or just 
entrusted.  I marvel at all of the personal stories published 
in Panorama and other magazines about single owner 
Porsches with long family histories.  In many cases the car 
has a tightly linked story revolving around family owner-
ship and being passed on from one generation to the next.  
Even if sold, the new owner needed to be vetted to be de-
serving of being the new owner.   In too many cases that I 
know of it is the widow who is faced with disposing of the 
car or cars that comprised the special entrusted collection 
of Porsches. 
  All of this raises the question of whether the Porsche 
owner had a reasonable perspective about his relationship 
with his car or car brand.  Even Ferry Porsche himself would 
have said his car was meant to be driven and enjoyed.  But 
it is certainly not my place to judge what brings enjoyment 
to the Porsche owner since many of the characteristic men-
tioned in this story also apply to me.
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Members & Visitor Present: Patrick Grace, Tim Pott and 
Glenn Trapp, Christian Maloof and Emmanuel Garcia.

Call to Order:  Peter Grant called the Zoom meeting to or-
der at 7:03PM.

President’s Report:  Our July meeting could be our first face 
to face meeting, but the question is where.  Peter contacted 
Karl’s and other venues but found that they are not ready 
to open up for small groups.  Another option would be to 
use Hagerty Insurance meeting place in Ann Arbor.  Tim Pott 
will reach out to Hagerty, verify capacity, and discuss dinner 
options.  The next meeting is July 12.

Meeting Minutes:  May meeting minutes were reviewed.  
Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard reviewed the May report. 
Motion: To approve the financial report passed.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to club mem-
bers. Email Burghard Linn at burghard.linn@gmail.com

Insurance Report: Patrick Grace is getting the certificates 
ready for our events.

Sponsorship Report:  Tim Pott heard from Sebastian Gaeta, 
and he is offering a free oil change.  Tim is still working on 
items for the Nelson Ledges event.

Advertising Report:  No report

Membership:  Glenn announced that the club membership 
is holding steady at 322 members.  

Track Report:   Christian reported the Grattan event is very 
full.  Still working out the schedule and the instructor and 
student pairing.  Phil reported that the past Waterford 
event went very well.  New classroom material from Arnie 
Spieker was well received.

Newsletter:    Mike established the deadline for the news-
letter to be June 20.   

Website:   Eman reported that Jon Heidorn is doing a good 
job maintaining events on the site.

Events Committee:   The drive went well this week, and all 
paperwork was electronic with electronic signatures.  
• 26-Jun:   25th Anniversary and new member’s party
• 11-July:   Porsche Parade at French Lick, Indiana 

New Business:  None

Old Business:  None
 
Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
7:45PM.  Minutes taken by Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary.

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board Meeting Minutes

Monday, June 7, 2021

Peter Grant:  President...........................................Present
Kevin Kral: Vice-President ......................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present 
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ................................Present
Mike O’Rear: Editor ................................................Present
Charlie Brown III .....................................................Present

Dave Finch ..............................................................Present
Jon Heidorn ............................................................Present
Matt Huber ............................................................Present
Phil Mather ............................................................Present
William Rogers .......................................................Present
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thing on or off, the car runs in what I call “grocery-getter” 
mode. Very eco-friendly with low RPM shifts and a resis-
tance to downshifting unless really urged to. It’s a bit un-
nerving to have the car lug along at 1300 RPM in 6th or 7th 
gear at 40 or 50 MPH, but it handles it quite well and gives 
the car a very “user friendly” feel. Amazing for a car that 
can transition with the push of a button into a real track 
monster.
 Switch on the Sport mode, and things really change. 
First, throttle response becomes razor sharp. Second, shift 
points escalate to 3000 RPM or higher, downshifts (rev 
matched) become more pronounced, and it seems the car 
reads your mind when you think “downshift”. Suspension 
settings are firmed up, and 6th and 7th gears aren’t in play 
unless you’re on the expressway or on a country 2-lane do-
ing 60+ MPH. To say this puts the car in the mood for a spir-
ited drive would be an understatement.
 A few years ago I remember running into George Gilli-
gan before the start of one of our drives. He was there with 
his just acquired 997.2 that he’d bought down in Florida. In 
asking him about his experience with the Sport and Sport 
Plus modes, he said he’d not yet explored the Sport “Plus” 
mode that his Sport Chromo package provided as he had his 
hands already full with just the Sport mode. Now I under-

stand! In Sport Plus mode, shift points go up to 6000 RPM, 
exhaust baffles are opened up, and the car is ready for the 
track…but Sport Plus for the street, probably not so much. 
 Then, of course, there’s full manual mode where you 
decide when to shift, and this is where after messing with 
it for the past 1000 miles, I believe the automated mode is 
much better/smarter than I am…or at least that it’s really 
good at reading my mind. Never mind the grocery-getter 
mode. In sport mode, the car reads my mind…or more likely 
my foot. If I step into a corner with a bit of “gusto”, the car 
will downshift almost without my telling it to. But then in 
coming out of the corner…even if I don’t accelerate…it will 
hold off upshifting for several seconds. It’s like it’s saying 
OK, I’m ready…you need more? I’ve got more…you want it? 
Brake hard…rev matched downshifts help with the braking. 
The computer does it. My fingers, let alone my brain, simply 
cannot move/think as fast or as well as the brain running 
the PDK. I yield the floor.
 For those of you who already have PDK cars, sorry for 
talking about things you already know. For those with PDKs 
and a lot more experience than me, please feel free to let 
me know what I’m missing. And for all you die-hard 3-pedal 
fans…don’t try it. You might like it!
 And that’s the view from the Front Seat.

(Continuted from the Front Seat)
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Treffen at The American Club 
Touring the Autumn Colors of Wisconsin

Dates: October 13-17,  2021
Venue: The American Club
 419 Highland Dr,  Kohler,  WI 53044 
Website:  treffen.pca.org
Registration: Opens August 4,  2021 @ 3:00 PM (EDT)

Autumn in Wisconsin is all about the 
color and getting out to see it. Wisconsin 
comes alive in the Fall with gorgeous 
vistas of colorful foliage, lakes, rivers, 
and waterfalls. Take in Mother Nature’s 
show as you cruise the beautiful ribbons 
of asphalt leading through these scenic 
wonders. Join us in October 2021 as we 
explore America’s Dairyland.
When it’s time to take a break from the 
beautiful landscape surroundings, our 
host hotel, the historic American Club, 

will rise to meet all your needs. Set in the 
quaint village of Kohler, Wisconsin, just 
55 miles north of Milwaukee, this five-
star, five-diamond hotel has stood as 
an icon of gracious hospitality for 100 
years. The American Club offers elegant 
accommodations and unparalleled 
service in a place that is quintessentially 
American while seeming a world away. 
Experience the beauty and the elegance 
of our 2021 Fall Treffen. See you in 
Wisconsin!
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CARS FOR SALE  

Black 2002 Audi TT: 2 door coupe, AWD, upgraded 225 
HP engine, 6 speed.  Black 
interior and black leather 
seats. Adult owned, kept in 
a heated garage, excellent 
condition. No accidents.  
Four extra wheels with 

tires, new snow tires, new battery, winter mats, new un-
used cover, and 2 keys. 99,618 Miles. $8,000.  Looking for a 
good home.  Call, or text Silvia 734-994-5341 (6/21)

1984 Porsche 911 Carrera Coupe: 23k miles.  Grand Prix 
White w/ Burgundy All 
Leather interior, Limited 
Slip Differential, most avail-
able options. Porsche short 
shifter, stereo, and AC con-

verted.  Otherwise, original.  All records.  2nd owner. Just 
serviced. Excellent condition. $75,000.  Call Mark 313-506-
2697 or email mlubienski9@gmail.com. (11/20)

1992 968: 6sp, 92k miles, 4 year old leather interior (dash, 
door cards, center console), 
original rims, maintained at 
Automotive Techniques, 
coil over suspension. More 
pictures available. $24,750. 

Matt Huber 313-806-8505 or 911Huber@gmail.com (8/20)
   
1985 Porsche 911 Carrera Cabriolet: Black on Black. 82,000 

miles. All done - needs 
nothing! Engine transmis-
sion, clutch, windshield, 
seats, battery, tires, body 
and shocks. More pictures 
are available. $58,995 OBO. 

questions please contact Kevin Watson at 734-646-8045 
(3/20)

OTHER ITEMS

4 ATS Cookie Cutter Wheels from 1983 944: 15 x 7 with 
black center caps. Driven 17 years and 
stored for 20. Original finish showing 
some age. Tires too old to use. $400, lo-
cal pickup. Contact Alan Vayda 734-718-
9097 or alan@vayda.net. (7/21)

2013 Audi wheels 10 x 21 and tires:  Michelin Latitude 
Sport 295/35R21  Tires are at 5-6/32nds. 
Bolt pattern 5x112.  $1,000 Call Tom 
Krueger 313-570-2223 (6/21)

981 Boxster/Cayman Winter Tires & Wheels: Michelin Pi-
lot Alpin PA4 N0 on Starke FC Matte 
Graphite wheels. Front 235/40R19 
92V on 19x8.5 5-130 ET52; rear 
265/40R19 98V on 19x9.5 5-130 
ET43. All w/Huf OEM TPMS sensors. 
Lightly used over three winters less 

than 2500 miles on tires. Delivered to your door within 150 
miles of Dearborn. $800. Chris Bahlman cwb66cad@gmail.
com (248) 930-9203. (5/21)

Porsche OEM 19” 997 wheels: Fronts are 19 x 8.5 and the 
rears are 19 x 11. These are great, light-
weight wheels perfect to dress up your 
997, or for your best set of track tires. 
Not perfect, but nearly so. $1250. Con-
tact Peter (734) 604-1622 (5/21)

4 Original Fuchs wheels: 15 x 7, dates not matched, 2 of 
the 4 wheels never mounted. $900, 
local pickup.  Contact Keith at 248-
439-0706. (04/21)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D SC L A S S I F I E D  A D S

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please 
contact bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer contact bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer 
Ad” in the subject line).  Non-members will be charged Ad” in the subject line).  Non-members will be charged 
$5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be $5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be 
removed unless resubmitted.removed unless resubmitted.
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4 Winter Tires and Wheels for Audi A6/A7: could fit other 
cars. Tires: Bridgestone Blizzak 245/45-
18 used for 2 winters. Wheels: Hart-
mann 8jx18 ET32, 5x112 bolt pattern, 
mounted and balanced. Ready for use. 
$1000 obo. Contact Sue Sarin at sue@

sarin.org or 248-425-6981 (01/21)

Set of 4 BBS Forged wheels with Bridgestone Protenza 
RE-71R tires: 245/45/18 Front and 
265/45/18 Rear. Used several times for 
HPDE. About 4/32 tread rear, slightly 
more front. Front 18 x 8.5 offset 56. Rear 
18 x 9.5 offset 48. Used on a 981.  $2,000 
complete. Respond to Ron via txt 231-

420-6455 or  berger54@gmail.com (11/20)

Track Ready Wheels & Tires for Boxster/Cayman:   Fit all 
981 Series, and probably 
new 718 Series too.  Bridge-
stone Potenza RE71R, front 
tires 235/45-18, rear tires 

265/45-18.  Same correct overall diameter as production 
19” or 20“ tires.  Tires have 4/32” to 5/32” tread remain-
ing.  This is the best street legal racing tire that Bridgestone 
makes, slightly noisy but super grippy.  Mounted and bal-
anced, ready to go on Sport Edition Cup 4 wheels, front 18 
X 8, rear 18 X 10.  $875.00/set.  Free delivery in NW Ohio or 
SE Michigan.  Call Dave at 419-376-0110. (8/20)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/20)

Road-Keeper Dual HD vehicle 
video system with GPS

The compact unit contains both 1080p HD cameras, GPS, 
accelerometers, and status screen. This allows for a very 
secure and stealthy installation in your vehicle. 

Use Road-Keeper on the road or at the track. Fully compatible 
with our Race-Keeper Comparo analysis application. Both 
cameras can be adjusted vertically and horizontally. Includes: 
power cord, 32GB Micro SD card, and mounting bracket.

Our latest innovation in video data systems is the Trivinci 
Road-Keeper system for recording dual stream 1080p full 
HD video and audio with GPS and accelerometer data.  $399

For more information:  Bill Stevens  614-214-9732  
   billstevens61@att.net
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2021 Central, PA Region (Hersey) Porsche Swap Meet2021 Central, PA Region (Hersey) Porsche Swap Meet
Story and photos by member Sebastian Gaeta (also owner of Rennstatt Racing & ArborMotion)Story and photos by member Sebastian Gaeta (also owner of Rennstatt Racing & ArborMotion)

The annual Central PA Region all Porsche Swap meet (ge-
nerically known for years as the “Hershey” swap meet) was 
held on May 1st at the Carlisle fairgrounds which is about 
35 miles west of Hershey. The very early swaps were held in 
Mechanicsburg, PA and the Ski Roundtop resort, but shortly 
after that it was moved to Hershey Park and was held there 
for years and years. In 2021 Covid forced the region to find 
a new location for the 44th annual event which ended up 
being the Carlisle fairgrounds; to me it’s the best venue yet 
and I hope it stays there for good.
 I attend this event annually with the same group of peo-
ple and we make a whole weekend out of it. The AACA mu-
seum in Hershey is a big attraction and there are many clas-
sic car dealers in Lancaster County to tour, then one night 
we go out to eat at a little fish house in the town of North 
East Maryland called Woody’s which is one of the highlights 
of the trip. 

 This year’s event featured aver 1,300 cars and 100’s of 
venders for both new and used parts. Even if you are not 
a parts buyer, this swap meet is a full-on all Porsche im-
mersion event with dealership displays with Porsche gear 
for sale, a people’s choice concours and a car corral with 
over 1,000 cars and then of course the parts. There are ex-
tremely rare and hard to find parts for your car no matter 
how new or old. The California events are great but this east 
coast swap is the largest in the world and should be on ev-
eryone’s list to make it to at least once.
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3rd Saturday of Every 

Month  
(May – Oct) 

May 15, June 19, July 17, August 21, September 18, 
& October 16 

 

 Join us at Zingerman’s Roadhouse 
2501 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor 

7:30am – 9:00am 
For more information on Cars and Coffee –  

jonheidorn@comcast.net 
 

This is Not A Rally Sport Region –  
Porsche Club of America Event 

 
 

Well then, I have really been slacking in the back seat. It is 
amazing when life gets really going, what falls off the plate 
and then after a few months, you go, “oh crap, I haven’t 
written a ‘From the Back Seat’ in months”. Well, I’m back! 
 We always say in our club that “it’s not about the cars, 
it’s the people”. After a year of Zoom Board Meetings, going 
to Waterford was a nice change, an apportunity to see so 
many of our members. Everyone is always welcoming, and 
it is a treat to have in-person conversations. If you haven’t 
been to a DE I would highly recommend it. It’s a perfect time 
to learn what your car can really do and to also meet with 
amazing people.
 In the great people vein, my car sprung a leak from all 
the driving at Waterford. This is where our people make 
this club. I was able to call Phil Mather and he was able to 
help me by not only fixing the leak, but fixing the radiator 
hose that was nearly cut and identifying some bushings that 
needed replacing. It’s people like Phil who make this region 
what it is. No questions, just truly helping out and making 
sure that I could be prepared and safe at Grattan.
 Once at Grattan, again the greatness of everyone re-
ally shows. I had an amazing pit partner for the weekend 

-- Charlie Brown III. His stories were great entertainment all 
weekend. It also helped that I had amazing instruction from 
Frank Burger. We really connected and he helped me under-
stand the rhythm of the track. It’s these connections that 
really made the event lots of fun and memorable!  
 As of late, our membership has been stagnant. Some of 
this is the uncertainty of COVID, however with vaccinations 
on the rise, we will be getting back to the “normal” swing of 
things. Let’s invite other Porsche owners who are not part of 
the club to our events. The more people, the better it is for 
all of us and the more great interactions we will all have. 
 Those are my thoughts From the Back Seat. Let’s all put 
forth some effort to maintaining our great club. We can all 
contribute something, be it inviting new people, attending 
events, or contributing content to the Bahn Stormer. The 
more we all add the better we become.

From the Back SeatFrom the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Kevin Kral By RSR Vice-President Kevin Kral

If you were wondering if the event at Hersey is popular this was 
the parking lot.
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