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On the Grid
By RSR President Tim Pott

“It’s just a car Tim!” Those were the
words spoken to me as I was buckling
into my beloved, green “Butterdish” (aka
Porsche 914 “especiale”) and getting
ready to drive off from the home of a
prospective buyer who had just finished
performing a thorough underbody
inspection. True words indeed, and
perhaps what I needed to hear given that
a deal had been made and sealed with a handshake. I’ve
given the same advice to many of my customers and friends:
don’t get too personally attached to any object, reserve
sentiment for people, dogs and other pets, not cars. Buying
and selling cars should be a rational decision, weighing
the pros and cons while eschewing our more emotional
tendencies.
But, incapable of following my own advice, this particular
car kind of tugs at my heartstrings, perhaps a bit more than
it should. 914s were kind of the ugly duckling of the Porsche
clan. Bred from VW parts and offered as a replacement
for the Karmann Ghia, they were built as a sort of cross
between Porsche and VW. The front suspension is directly
out of an early 911. The rear suspension is its own. The
four cylinder engine model is directly from Volkswagen, but
the transmission is from the Porsche 911. The interior and
exterior body are unique to the 914, and its body design is
angular, if not somewhat awkward. While they did outsell
the 911 in its day, they were the Rodney Dangerfield of the
sports car world… they got no respect at all! The Porsche
purist of the day, mostly ex-356 owners and contemporary
911 owners, looked down their collective noses at the poor
914. It wasn’t a real Porsche, just a VW with Porsche badging.
Strip away all the petty politics of the issue and here
is what you had: An affordable (relatively speaking),
lightweight, perfectly balanced, mid-engined roadster. For
fresh air lovers, the hard top came off “Targa” style and
stored neatly in the rear trunk, while still allowing a lot more
to be stored underneath it. A large gas tank and fuel efficient
little engine gave the car an incredible cruising range. If
you really wanted to take things to the nth degree, you just
needed to strip off all the amenities, add a roll cage and you
had a pretty nifty and competitive racer.
The particular British racing green 914 came to me with
a lot of history. I had built it as a sort of “outlaw” back in
the late 80s (or was it early 90s?) for a close friend and avid
914 lunatic. This was to be a no holds barred, damned the
expenses project. Modifications to suspension, motor, body
work, engine and transmission were all done with great

care and consideration, using the best materials that were
available at the time. Every detail and option was carefully
considered as the project evolved. It was a fun build but also
a bit stressful as is so often the case with jobs like this one.
After its completion the owner drove it for several years as
a special occasion ride. He often compared the handlingwith all its roll stiffness, sway bars and reinforced chassis-to
putting on a really good pair of sneakers. When he decided
it was time to move on to other pursuits he kindly offered to
sell it to me, knowing how much I would appreciate what had
been done to make it a special one off. How could I possibly
refuse?
I proceeded to drive it in much the same manner as the
original owner, making few changes but just tweaking and
repairing a few things when necessary. I’ve taken several
trips and have created many memories of drives down twisty
country roads as well as some longer adventures to race
tracks and fair weather car-centric events. I’ve always gotten
a kick out of people looking at it and asking what kind of car
it is. Over the years, as many of the 914s have given way to
rust, they have become a bit rarer and therefore a bit more
eclectic. Pulling up to a gas station and opening the front
trunk to fill the tank sometimes gets a curious look. I have to
be true to myself and admit that I will miss the uniqueness of
the old Butterdish. Its replacement, which is planned to be
a Cayman (a beautifully designed car by anybody’s measure),
is unlikely to ever draw the “what the heck is that?” stare and
curiosity that the 914 does today.
But the experience for me isn’t about garnering stares
and interest; it is about making human connections, life
experiences and memories. I’m certain that the 914’s
replacement will be up to the task of doing just that. When
it comes down to their very essence, cars are just the sum of
their parts, made of metal, plastic, fabric and various other
petroleum distillates. It is often too easy for us humans
to personify possessions and objects, making them into
something more than they really are. It is just a car… really…
just a car.
Honest… just a car.
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EXPERT PORSCHE SERVICE • DEDICATED PORSCHE TECHNICIANS
MORE THAN 120 YEARS COMBINED PORSCHE EXPERIENCE
SERVING RALLY SPORT REGION FROM THE VERY BEGINNING
Briarwood Mall

669 State Circle

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088
w w w.arbormotion.com/rennstatt
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State Street

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.

RSR Calendar of Events
October 8 (Tues.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Carson’s Ann Arbor

November 23 (Sat.) 4:00 PM Movie Night (see page
30)

October 12 (Sat.) 10:00 AM: Fall Color Tour -- Hosts:
Stewart & Sally Free, Doug & JoAnn Ash and Al &
Clair Utter (see ad below)

December TBD 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

November 3 (Sun.): Polar Bear Run -- Host: Sebastian Gaeta
November TBD 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

December 7 (Sat.): Holiday Party at Porsche of Ann
Arbor -- Host: RSR President Tim Pott
December TBD: Edsel Ford House Tour

Other Events of Interest
October 19 (Sat.) 7:30 am – 9:00 am: Cars & Coffee at Zingerman’s Roadhouse (see ad on page 27)
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.

W. 11 Mile Rd

d Riv

Halsted Rd.

Gran

er Av

e.
Grand River Ave.

W. 10 Mile Rd.

Haggerty Rd.
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

Membership
Current Membership 525*

* Includes 323 Primary Members

Welcome New Members
Todd Cooperider
LaSalle, MI
2017 Carrera White Macan GTS

James Huff
Ypsilanti, MI
1986 944

Lee Sellenraad
Saline, MI
2006 Black 911 C4S

Casey Cox
Dexter, MI
2009 White Cayman

Christine & Robert Patterson
Ypsilanti, MI
2005 Red Boxster

Member Anniversaries
Dave & Mary Gingrich...........................43
David Finch............................................25
Don & Kristin Darnell............................18
Paul & Harry Grusche............................14
Roger & Lisa Shultz................................10
Carl & Mary Burton.................................9
Kirk & Julia McCardell.............................9
Doug & Susan Weber..............................8
Manny & Nancy Barbosa........................6

John & Kelly Shoemake...........................4
Curtis & Diana Yanoski............................4
Manuel & Ruth Tenorio-Rios...................3
Stephen & Diane Salata..........................2
Chris Callison...........................................1
Pete & Robin Garvis................................1
Jay Kukor & Nancy Harris........................1
Steffen & Annika Preg.............................1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter.
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-2277854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA
national.
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You might not race in the Cup
series, but if you’re a great
driver, you need great insurance.

FINN’S J M & J
INSURANCE

Great driver,
great insurance.

ANN ARBOR • 734.668.4050
FinnsIns.com

MARTIN TRUEX JR
2017 NASCAR Cup Series Champion

™

Furniture Row trademarks used with permission. “Martin Truex Jr.” is a registered trademark of Martin Truex Jr LLC d/b/a MTJ Motorsports.
His name and/or likeness are used under license by MTJ Motorsports. Toyota trademarks used with permission. Bass Pro Shops® is a
registered trademark of Bass Pro Intellectual Property, L.L.C. Tracker® is a registered trademark of Tracker Marine, L.L.C. 5-HOUR ENERGY
and the Running Man Designs are registered trademarks.
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NoWö
Story and photos by member Charlie Brown III

On Saturday, September 14th fourteen intrepid Porsche
owners made a pre-dawn blast to meet for breakfast at the
Toasted Oak near the Twelve Oaks Mall. I used my headlights
for the first time! We enjoyed a good, hardy but slightly tardy
breakfast before our “8 o’clock SHARP” driver’s meeting. Cochair Kevin Kral handled the dispersal of the route instructions
and last-minute verbal updates while co-chair Charlie Brown
handled the necessary waivers. Others converged in the
gathering daylight with a total of 13 cars (mostly Porsches)
and 22 spirited drivers/navigators. We were honored to have
two cars from SEM join our convoy, including their region
president! We survived a couple of early “challenges” on our
route, but arrived at the Satow Pavilion along the banks of the
Cass River in Frankenmuth about 10:30am for the 7th annual
Northern Worthersee. Registration was a breeze due to all
being pre-registered, and we all parked together on the grass.

Some Porsche owners took the opportunity to shine up
the “toys” while others spread out to view the other entrants
and a few walked into F’muth to find lunch. But, you may
ask, what is Northern Worthersee, aka NoWö? What better
place to hold a German car show than in the German town of
Frankenmuth? Although all European cars were welcome the
vast majority were VAG products — VWs, Audis and Porsches
— with at least 20 Porsches from three regions: RSR, SEM and
Motor-Stadt. 2019 set a new record attendance. I didn’t get
the exact count, but I saw window stickers in the 340’s. Many
of the entrants were what some would call “tuner cars” with
lowered suspensions, lots of negative wheel camber, custom
paint jobs/wraps, accessories, etc., but many were very stock
and very clean. Here are a couple of pictures with more at
this link: https://rsrpics.smugmug.com/RSR-Picture-UploadFolder/NOWO-Frankenmuth-92019-ALL-PICS-AND-VIDEO

Audi wagon pulling an Audi wagon -- trailer.
Co-Host Charlie Brown III’s outlaw Porsche 356
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Classic in the making.

At Porsche of Ann Arbor, your air-cooled Porsche is in good hands.
Meet Danny Young

Porsche Gold Meister Technician
Porsche Club member and veteran technician Danny Young has worked at Porsche of Ann
Arbor for more than 27 years, and enjoys weekend autocross events in his Boxster S as well as
coaching his son in racing. Danny’s love of air-cooled engines began when he learned to
maintain his first car, an air-cooled '76 Volkswagen Beetle. Since then, he’s continually trained
with the best to become a Gold Meister Technician. Let Danny handle your classic or
air-cooled Porsche service for peace of mind that your car is in the hands of the best.

PREMIER
Porsche Dealer

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State St.
PorscheAnnArbor.com

Getting to Know Mr. Mezger (Part 1)
Story and photos by RSR President Tim Pott

(Editors Note: This is the first in a three or four part series
of articles written by our favorite Porsche Tech Tim Pott and
first published in derFix, an on-line publication for Volkswagen, Audi and Porsche service professionals.)
The Porsche 911 was and continues to be one of the most
iconic and long lived designs in automotive history. The
basic outline of the car, its distinct form, designed by Butzi
Porsche, has come to define the quintessential sports car.
Every bit as enduring as the fundamental design of the car
itself, however, is the power plant that drives the beast.
Without the innovative, robust engine that many have
come to know as the “Mezger Motor”, it could be argued
that the Porsche 911 would not have enjoyed its lofty status
of one of the, if not the best, overall designed vehicles in
automotive history.
Among old school Porsche techs, the term “Mezger engine” may have initially been a bit of a surprise as it has
not become a distinct definition until recently. Many writers and folks in the Porsche community tend to restrict the
term to define engines in the later, water-cooled Porsche
GT3 and Turbo models to distinguish them from the so
called “internal dry sump” engine that came into use with
the introduction of the Boxster and 996 cars in the late
1990s.
But to restrict the Mezger engine definition to just the
horizontally opposed, dry sump engines in their watercooled form is to short change the history of the overall design as well as its enduring qualities. The fact that the basic
layout and architecture of the power plant remains virtually
unchanged since it was installed in the air-cooled 911 as it
debuted in 1964 speaks to the excellence and timelessness
of its design.
Hans Mezger went to work for Porsche in the 1950s,
and is responsible for many of their most successful power
plants which include, but are not restricted to, the original
air-cooled 911 as well as the Formula one V6 engine that
powered the McLaren effort in the 1980s. This particular V6 engine helped to usher in the turbocharged era of
Formula one and represents Porsche’s most successful efforts in that racing venue. Mezger’s indelible imprint has
been left on many other designs throughout his career with
Porsche and in many ways has become one of the most recognizable engine designers in automotive history.
The flat, horizontally opposed design of Mr. Mezger’s
engine gave it several inherent advantages in making it suit-

able for use in a sports car. The horizontal layout uses two
opposing banks of three cylinders, where the reciprocating
members create a “push-pull” effect, helps to reduce vibrations which enhances efficiency. The engine’s low profile
allows it to fit neatly into the low slung rear end of the body
design while maintaining a low center of gravity. Finally, the
flat design lends itself nicely to be air-cooled, as the fan can
blow air directly across the top of the finned cylinders and
cylinder heads, effectively removing heat from those critical
components.
The lubrication system of the Mezger engine is one of
the many secrets to its success in terms of reliability and
longevity. Unique to the Mezger engine and only a very
small handful of elite sports cars is the dry sump lubrication
system. Most conventional engines rely on the sump at the
bottom of the motor as the supply source for the oil pump,
with the pick up at the lowest point.
An inherent problem with the wet sump design is that
under hard cornering, braking and acceleration, the oil can
slosh away from the pump pickup, allowing air to be sucked
into the pump, rather than just oil alone. This “cavitation”
effect results in a loss of oil pressure often at a moment
when it is most needed, during high RPM conditions.
The Mezger, dry sump design uses a large, separate and
remote oil tank as
the pick up point for
a two stage oil pump.
The smaller section
of the oil pump draws
oil from the bottom
of the tank to deliver
oil under pressure to
engine bearings, camshafts and pistons to Oil pump in situ. Notice the larger,
name the main com- left section is the scavenge portion
ponents only.
The which evacuates oil from the engine
larger, section of the sump and sends it back to the remote
pump serves only to oil tank. By using the bottom of this
large reservoir of oil the possibility
pull oil out of the en- of air being sucked in with oil by the
gine and back to the pump is eliminated.
oil supply tank.
The nature and layout of the dry sump system requires
a large amount of oil as it circulates the engine’s life-blood
through several large, long lines from engine to cooler (in
racing applications sometimes large or multiple coolers)
(Continued on page 15)
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Vintage Munk's
since 1969

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan

service@munks.com
248-335-5424
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(Mezger Engine from page 13)

and remote tank. Most street going 911s with a remote,
front oil cooler require about 11 quarts of oil when it comes
time to change, but the entire system contains around 14
quarts.
The oiling system becomes part of the cooling system
as well through the use of the oil lines and coolers. The
oil tank permits a significant buffer if a consumption problem or leak occurs, as can sometimes happen during a race
event. Where a conventional wet sump engine might have
a delta of one quart from the “full” limit to the “add” limit,
the 911 has a buffer of almost two quarts.
The first two piece engine cases were cast from aluminum, with most of the attached, ancillary housings made
of aluminum as well. At this point in time aluminum was
the prefered material for lightweight engine construction.
But the combination of the engine location and a flaw in
the chassis design resulted in the first 911s to be plagued
by significant oversteer problems, which is the tendency for
the rear end to break loose during hard cornering.
One of the first attempts at reducing oversteer involved
adding ballast weights to the inside of the front bumper.
The ballast, however, was nothing more than a band-aid
and it was clear that additional weight savings from the
back end of the car would be necessary to keep the rear
end from snapping around during hard cornering.
After a couple of years of production Porsche engineers
turned to magnesium for the critical engine castings. The
lightweight magnesium resulted in a significant weight reduction at the rear end of the chassis which dramatically
improved handling. The use of magnesium, a relatively
exotic material at the time, also represented an historic
achievement for its time. Mahle, the company responsible
casting the engine blocks, won an award for what turned
out to be the largest magnesium die casting of its day. The
record-setting right side of the engine case was over 17 lbs.
The magnesium housings worked well with the smaller
displacement engines and aided in mitigating some of the
handling problems plaguing the early 911’s. As emission
standards were increased on cars sent to the U.S. Porsche
was forced to increase the displacement of the 911 engine
to 2.7 liters in order to keep the horsepower at expected
levels.
Along with the need for increased engine displacement
came additional heat from emission components such as
EGR (exhaust gas recirculation), AIR (air induction reaction) and the use of “thermal reactors”, which were nothing more than devices that kept exhaust temperatures high
as they left the combustion chambers, allowing continued
burning of unused hydrocarbons.

But now we’ve added two deadly blows
to the lightweight
magnesium housings
-- heat and increased
bore size, which narrowed cylinder spacing. The results were
that the mag case 2.7
engines were fraught
with serious problems
such as cylinder head
studs breaking and
oil leaks...plenty of oil
leaks!
In 1978 Porsche
made the decision to The darker color engine case is the
go back to a stronger lighter magnesium material and the
aluminum alloy for the lighter color cas is the heavier alumimaterial in the engine num alloy.
case.
By the time this switch over was made, other modifications, such as lengthening the wheelbase, had been done
to mitigate many of the oversteer problems. However,
there were a few other issues that continued to dog the air
cooled version of the Mezger motor:
Chain Tensioners
The long chain running from the countershaft out to each
overhead camshaft needed to be tensioned by a device that
would compensate for a considerable amount of expansion
as the engine warms up. Several early designs were utilized
but failure plagued this component. One long-standing
design incorporated a tensioner with an internal reservoir
which allowed engine oil to migrate from the reservoir portion of the tensioner out to the tensioning portion as length
change required. Several versions of the same concept all
proved to be unreliable.
It wasn’t until Porsche redesigned the chain tensioner
to utilize the engine’s lubrication system to feed oil under
pressure to it that they became reliable. The upgraded tensioners were used starting in 1984 and the earlier engines
could be upgraded to the newest style pressure fed units.
Updating involved changing camshaft oil lines with ones
that had a tee which fed an additional oil line, which provided oil through a hole in the chain housing cover and to
the tensioner body. This upgrade became so popular that it
is rare to find any air-cooled, Mezger designed engine without them today. The new chain tensioners are almost completely reliable.
(Continued on page 17)

15

RSR’s Final Waterford Hills HP Drivers’ Education for 2019
Story by Mike O’Rear Photos by Burghard Linn and Glenn Trapp

Rally Sport Region’s final HPDE of the year was more
lightly attended than our earlier events. Nevertheless,
the weather was dry and cool and those attending had a
great end to the RSR season. Porsche of Ann Arbor, via
Eric Gideon, provided morning coffee and bagel/donuts
and Rennstatt provided hydration products and technical
support by Nick Pott.
A final thanks to everyone who makes the track season
possible. It is not as easy as it might look to the uninvolved
but their contributions make for unexcelled track events.
Until next year.....
(above) Phil Mather not only filled in for Chief Driving Instructor Christian Maloof but also set out the
cones for the course in the morning (below). What
a guy!!!

Regular Bahn Stormer contributor (“944 Chronicles”)
Skip Kuhn checks tire pressures after a session.

Just some of Rally Sport Regions Driving Instructors (with exceptions from other PCA regions noted). From left to right: Tom Fielitz
(SEM), Tom Krueger, Marc Molzon (SEM), Joe Fialka (MST), Clem Weierstahl (SEM), Charlie Brown III, Frank Burger, Dan Monahan, Rich
Chang, Jim Dunham, Alex Green, Tom Green, Wally Haley, Chip Holst (MM), Dave Winston and Phil Mather .
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(Mezger Engine from page 15)

Head Studs
Cylinder heads on the air cooled engines thread directly
into the engine block, then run through the fins on the cylinders and eventually clamp the cylinder between the head
and the block. The early, small displacement engines (2.0,
2.2 and 2.4 liter) used a conventional, steel stud for this task
and they were reliable. However, when displacement to
2.7 liters came along, problems related to material design
reared its ugly head.
Concerns with matching the expansion rate of the alloy
cylinders to the original, steel head studs led to the use of
a special “Dilavar” material that was designed to expand at
the same rate as the aluminum cylinder. The steel head
studs did not expand as quickly or as much as the alloy cylinders causing them to occasionally pull out of the engine
case taking their threads with them. The shortcoming of
the Dilavar studs was that they were subject to corrosion
and would break after years of use and heat cycling.
Redesigns of the studs included an epoxy coating to
avoid the corrosion issue but the epoxy wasn’t completely
impervious to the effects of time and it could fail exposing
the stud to the same corrosion issue.
The latest factory version of the head studs are threaded
the entire length of the stud, allowing them to expand and
contract at approximately the same rate as the alloy cylinder While the latest factory offering seems to be quite reliable, many engine builders now choose high performing,
aftermarket versions of these head studs to establish reliability and mitigate costs.

the gaskets and caused
premature failure.
Improved gasketing
and sealants greatly
improve the chances
of having a leak free
outcome when assembling one of these engines but attention to
each surface is vital to
a successful outcome.
Some Porsche engine
builders are hesitant
to guarantee an absoSealant has been applied and is
lutely oil dry engine
distributed with a roller the entire
upon completion, es- mating surface of the case halves.
pecially when using a
magnesium case.
A discussion with each customer about their expectations of a leak free outcome is an important detail when
planning a rebuild. Many Porsche techs will discuss the
option of using a later aluminum alloy case if one might
be available at a reasonable cost. It is certainly not impossible to rebuild one of these air cooled engines and have no
leaks. Longevity of the final product is what is at issue. It is
impossible to guarantee any engine to be leak free for an indefinite future. Nonetheless, by using the latest, improved
anaerobic sealants and gasketing material as well as keeping the highest standards for cleanliness, you can assure the
best possible outcome.

Oil Leaks
The very design of the air-cooled, Mezger engine can seem
like an oil leak just waiting to happen. The engine case is
comprised of two halves which sandwich the crankshaft,
oil pump and countershaft between. The assembly of the
lower end requires an anaerobic sealant applied to a perfectly clean and flat surface for the two halves to mate up
and not leak.
In addition to the lower end, the individual cylinders seal
to the block surface, cylinder heads seal to the cylinders and
the cam housings seal to the six individual heads. Now add
to that chain housings and covers, oil transfer tubes with orings, cam housings to chain housings to name just some of
the main ancillary gasketed surfaces throughout the engine.
Porosity and some degradation of the actual magnesium alloy increases the challenge of getting the magnesium case
engines to seal. Adding insult to injury, during the mid to
late 1970s the engines ran hotter with the addition of many
new emission devices, which essentially cooked many of
17
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The 944 Chronicles
By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

Mike has mentioned that he enjoys reading about the car
experiences I do for/with my sons. I’ve finally got another one
so that gets to be this month’s article. Just to give you a little
bit of background, quite a long time ago I stopped buying my
children toys and trinkets for the two big events in their lives
aka birthday and Christmas. As they got older I noticed they
weren’t really interested in material things for very long but
they did enjoy doing things like vacations, caving, rafting, and
art classes so that is what I do, give them experiences. I guess
that’s a millennial “thing” but it kept a lot of unwanted clutter
out of my house and has made for great memories to carry
with them as adults.
My oldest son Chris has already been to Bertil Roos road
racing school at Pocono, an open wheel race car solo driving
experience at MIS, and a ride along experience in a 9 second
dragster at the Doug Foley drag racing school. His take away
from these was a) acceleration is good, b) I got to lap the
MIS oval at 158 mph (woo hoo!), and c) he hates Formula
Fords because his size 12 feet are too big to work the pedals.
Needless to say, Chris had fun and it got his need for speed
under control for the moment.
My younger son Adam has been to kart racing school but
other than my Civic Si he hadn’t had any other interesting
driving experiences to date, until this year. Last month he got
to do the “Supercar” thing out at MIS. The group we chose
was called “Extreme Experience”. They are a travelling band
of instructors and exotic cars that offer events at venues
around the country including M1 Concourse and MIS. Their
collection of cars includes Lamborghinis, Ferraris, Porsches,
Nissan GTRs, McLarens, and of course a few obligatory Dodge
Challenger Hellcats. Adam was originally scheduled to drive a
911 GT3 and a Nissan GTR but technical issues with both cars
meant they weren’t available so he had to be content with a
Lamborghini Huracan and a McLaren 570S. Needless to say, he
was not disappointed in the least. What 19-year-old would be?
Adam got three laps with an instructor in each car and
I’ll admit I rather enjoyed
watching all 6’3” of him fold
and unfold into these lowslung road rockets while
wearing a helmet. The laps
were mostly on the infield but
included the front straight so
you could watch them go by
on the banking before they
hit the brakes and turned left
onto the infield road course.
The instructors used hand
signals and verbal feedback

to indicate brake and throttle application as well as turn in
points and general directions, i.e. turning left or right. The
infield course was laid out with cones that gave the drivers
direct visual feedback for braking points and distance, apexes,
and exit points. It was obvious from both the pit lane and
reviewing the onboard video and telemetry that speeds on the
front straight were purposely kept well below the limits of the
cars. Roughly 130 mph seemed to be the limit based on the
onboard telemetry.

(Continued on page 30)
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Around The Zone
By Lori Schutz
Zone 4 Representative

Hi Zone 4 Porsche
Lovers, the sun has
been kind to us this
summer.
What that
means is that we have
great participation at our
events- picnics, show and
shines, autocrosses and
the like. This has other
positive benefits as well
– the majority of these
events have a charity
that is sponsored, and
funds are raised to help
Lori and ‘Mink’ winning 1st place. each regions very worthy
cause.
I had the pleasure of joining some of you for such
events. The Southeast Michigan Region Summer picnic
and concours. I brought out my 1980 911 SC Weissach
Coupe – she doesn’t get out that much and seemed like
the right event. I entered the Concours, not something I’m
used to. And look at that, I won first place! So if I can do
it, so can you. And it was a lot of fun. So next time your
region has a concours or a show and shine, please consider
participating. Patti Door and team put on a fantastic spread
of summer fun picnic food, and we had a record number of
cars on display.
The next weekend – OH NO - not another one! Yep,
another concours. This time I headed down to Indianapolis,
for Central Indiana’s event called Porsche Palooza. This
was in conjunction, and part of the 5th annual Artmobilia
concours. I displayed my Boxster S, but this time I wasn’t
judged because I was one -- a judge that is. There were
107 Porsches, out of the 486 total cars in the event. We
took up the streets of Carmel, Indiana in fine fashion.
David Roberts won the “Best of Palooza” award, Thanks
to the efforts of CIR president Rebecca Pinto, for her work
in pulling together the committee and having such a great
success for the first time for this event. We had members
from several regions from Zone 4 attending, including

Ohio Valley and Michiana. Keep an eye out for next year’s
information and consider attending.

Even though I’m cat owner, I also love dogs. And really
enjoy when members bring their pups to our events. I
wanted to feature this big guy, Silo, from Indianapolis in
this months’ article. Watch for
more in the issues to come.
Have a great rest of the summer.
I look forward to seeing you at
our Fall events ‘around the zone’.
Lori
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Munk’s Motors

50th

ANNIVERSARY

WHAT A LONG,
STRANGE TRIP
IT’S BEEN!

Thank you for coming
along for the ride.

Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center
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3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Driving Talents
I have an insatiable curiosity about people and the talents
that make them special and unique. Like most of us, my
early heroes were racing drivers. I tried to learn everything I
could about them and watched every race I could find. I still
own two books that got me started, The Racing Driver, The
Theory and Practice of Fast Driving by Denis Jenkinson and
Of Men and Cars by John Christy. My bookcase has a dozen
books about driving techniques and I am always on the lookout for new books on the subject. I search for those kernels
of knowledge that I can pass on to my students at our drivers’ education events. Every event that I teach exposes me
to some nuance of driving that enriches me as much as it
does my student. Life experience is an unending opportunity to improve and expand our knowledge.
Early beliefs held that champion drivers were born with
natural talent, passed on in their genes. A common thread
certainly was a family background in motorsport. Sir Sterling Moss was the son of Alfred Moss who had raced in the
1924 Indy 500. John Surtees raced sidecar on his father’s
Vincent before going on to be 500cc world Champion at just
age 22 and F1 Champion at age 30. Closer to home, AJ Foyt
dropped out of high school to become a mechanic but by
age 21 he was winning Midget races, a small version of a
front engine formula car of the 50’s. Mario Andretti did not
take long after his immigration from Italy to race his first
stock car on dirt at age 19 and by age 25 was racing at Indy.
But then the racing kart was invented and a whole new
path was created to develop race car drivers. Name a current F1, Indycar, or sports car champion and chances are he
got his start in racing karts. At age four Michael Schumacher’s father put a motor on his pedal kart and by age six he
had his first kart championship. Scott Pruett got into karts
at age eight and went on to win 10 professional kart championships. George Dario Franchitti, current Indycar champ
by age 11 was Scottish Junior kart champ and by age 15 the
Senior champ. Button, Hamilton, Alonso and Vettel, all F1
World champions, had their career start in racing karts and
they continue to drive karts when they are not in their F1
race cars to keep their driving skills sharp.
Quoting from Ayrton Senna’s Principles of Race Driving:
“There are a whole range of gifts a driver needs to become a
champion. Nature does not usually bestow them all in one
place: one driver receives some, his rivals others…. These
qualities are: driving talent, driving sensitivity, the capacity
to anticipate, technical know-how and the right mental and

physical attitude. Of these, the first three are gifts a driver
receives at birth or in the formative years, and time can only
refine them. The last two, however, are the fruit of experience.”
A recent TV series called GT Academy USA wanted us to
believe that an individual that was very successful in playing
the Sony Gran Tourismo 5 video game would be a successful real race car driver. Bryan Heitkotter, age 30 was one of
50,000 game players that reduced to 16 players flown to the
Silverstone Circuit in England. In a series of physical tests
and racing challenges, Bryan won a drive in the Grand-Am
Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge race at Mid Ohio. His
race ended early as he spun in turn 11 and was hit hard by
the following car. What the series did not explain was that
Bryan was a winning national autocross champion. His driving talent was not just a carryover from his gaming experience.
If there is one thing we can take away from the success
stories of these champion drivers is that each one had an all
encompassing desire to drive race cars and win races. They
were willing to put everything else second in their lives and
the thrill of racing was all the reward they needed to compensate them for their sacrifice. For the unfortunate few,
they sacrificed their very life to their sport.
If there is one thing that we can take away from our driving school events is that each of us may have years of driving experience and some serious driving skills but none of
us have found the limit of our ability to reach higher and
improve. In many years of driving instruction I have come
across some amazingly skilled drivers. Many that I have
instructed are actually better drivers than I am and yet my
hope is that they also continue to improve and gain more
driving skill.
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, September 12, 2019

Tim Pott: President.................................................Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President.....................................Absent
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary.................................Present
Mike O’Rear.............................................................Absent
Kevin Kral................................................................Present

Jim Dowty: Insurance Chair.....................................Absent
Christian Maloof......................................................Absent
Dan Kantrow...........................................................Present
Jeremy Goddard......................................................Present
William Rogers........................................................Present

Members & Visitor Present: Matt Huber, Glenn Trapp, Conrad Zumhagen, Sue Sarin, David Finch, Chris Middlemass,
Gary Hibler, Jon Heidorn, Phil Mather, Clay Shouse, Tim
Boertman, Rick Peterson, Tom Krueger, and J.D. Layson.

Events Committee: Matt Huber reviewed the following list
of events (more details in the newsletter)

Call to Order: Tim Pott called the meeting to order at
7:05PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.
President’s Report: Karl’s Cabin is bumping us out of our
Tuesday meeting day. Moving the meeting to Mondays.
One suggestion was to move the meeting to the Hagerty
Insurance offices but we would have to bring in food. Next
meeting will be October 7 (Monday).
Meeting Minutes: August meeting minutes were reviewed.
Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Burghard reviewed the August financial report. Motion: To approve report passed.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).
Insurance Report: No report.
Advertising Report: No report.
Membership: Glenn reported that the club membership is
up to 322 members.
Track Report: Phil Mather reported that Tuesday was a
success. Plenty of track time but with a small rain delay.
Pictures are available on Smugmug. Waterford will have to
be repaved again because it is already breaking up.
Newsletter: No report. Tim suggested that the deadline
will be Sept 25. Mike needs content.
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Website: No report.

● Sep. 14: .Frankenmuth Car Show. Hosts: Charlie Brown III
& Kevin Kral
● Sep. 15: .Soaring Event/Picnic. Host: Dave Finch
● Oct. 05.New date for the B-25 Flight. Host: Peter Grant
● Oct. 12: .Color Tour. Host: Stewart Free
● Nov. 3.Polar bear run. Host: Sebastian Gaeta
● Nov. 23: Movie night.
● Dec. 7: .Holiday Party at Porsche of Ann Arbor
● Dec. TBD: .Edsel Ford House Tour. Host: Dru Huber
New Business: None
Old Business: Ballot is almost finished and will be in the
next newsletter.
Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at
7:50 PM. Minutes taken by Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary.

Rally Sport Region -- 2019 Election Ballot
The position of President and six positions on the board are up for election this year. Each member and their affiliate may
vote for the President position and six Board Members. Please return your ballot by using one of the following methods:
Method

Address

Due

Snail Mail

Mary Ann Kantrow
5557 North Territorial Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Postmarked by
11/27

Email

secretary@rsrpca.org

12/2

In person

Annual General Meeting

12/3

The Candidate for President is:
Peter Grant
I have had the honor of serving as this Region’s vice-president for the past four years, and as a Member of the Board
for two years before that. As a PCA member for more than
20 years and owner (in serial fashion) of more Porsches
than Tim Pott can keep track of (as he’s cared for them all), I
have on more than one occasion commented in my monthly article what a humbling experience it is to be a part of
such an incredibly active, knowledgeable, and friendly
group of “car guys”.
It is in that spirit of humility that I ask for your vote to
become this Region’s next President. In that role I’ll do my
best to continue the great traditions set by my predecessors and keep the Rally Sport Region a vital, active, and
growing Region of involved members. Thank you..
The Candidates for the Board are:
Charlie Brown III
I rejoined PCA four years ago after a hiatus. I’m seeking
my first PCA Board position in a few decades. I was a Board
member and Enthusiast of the Year in SMR back in the early-80s. And their representative (along with the Alfa Romeo
club) for the Detroit Council of Sports Car Club (autocross
organizer in The D). I bought my first Porsche, a ’64 C Coupe
in 1974, which I owned for 42 years (turning it from very
stock to mild-Outlaw over the years) until selling it three
years ago to buy back my ’58 356A Coupe SCCA E-Production/Vintage race car, spending time & money as available
to make it (reasonably) streetable. Have had a Convertible
D and a 911 along the way. ‘Been interested in cars most
of my life, but got hooked when my junior high guidance
counsellor gave me a ride home in his silver over red split-

window ’63 Corvette! ‘Don’t remember his name, but his
car …! I learned to drive in my Dad’s ’62 VW Beetle. ‘Wish
I’d known as much about flat-4 engines then as I’ve learned
doing 356 engine rebuilds — would have been useful when
I blowed’r’up on the Interstate trying to match the owners
manual top speed MPH (I did +1 mph, then BOOM!!!). I’ve
spent 40 years working for three of the Big Four auto companies; primarily Chrysler where I spent 23 of my 31 years
working on Viper, Hellcat & Demon engine design. Highlight
there: driving a half-dozen laps at Nürburgring Nordschleife
during the 1996 Viper Coupe’s long lead press preview. I’ve
enjoyed instructing at the RSP HPDEs the past three years
— my way of giving back. I see being on the Board as another opportunity to give back to the club. While I’d love
to see some younger blood on the Board this old dog still
some good ideas to contribute.
David Finch
David Finch has been associated with the PCA since 1971
(1970 Porsche 914 1.7). He is President of the RAETECH
Corporation, a thirty five year consulting engineering company in Ann Arbor. RAETECH provides services and products
to the international automotive, aerospace and technology
industries. He attended the University of Utah, UCLA and
the University of Michigan. Dave was a 10 year member
of the SAE Motorsports Executive Committee and many
time design judge for the international Formula SAE competition. Dave developed the only Porsche 914 to win National Championships. As the developer and driver of the
RAETECH/Porsche 944 he won six SCCA national championships and scored five second place finishes. Driver awards
include the Al Holbert Memorial by Porsche 1989, the SCCA
President’s Cup (George H. W. Bush) 1990 and the United
(Continued on page 26)
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States Road Racing Driver’s Club Mark Donohue Award
2001. He scored 8 th , 3 rd and 4 th in Porsche Cup points.
Dave raced in SCCA, IMSA, ESCORT Series, Pro Olds series,
Porsche Turbo Cup Series (South Africa) and PCA. Dave with
his company held consulting engineering positions for the
design of Dodge Super Touring Cars, Dodge Viper GTSR,
Dodge NASCAR trucks and cup cars. Dave was the race engineer for the winning ‘97 Dodge Stratus in the Super Touring Car championship with David Donohue as driver. He
was also one of the race engineers for the factory Dodge
Viper GTSRs in FIA/ALMS and Dodge NASCAR testing teams
as well as Grand-AM Daytona Prototypes. Dave is a commercial glider pilot (an organizer of annual RSR soaring picnic), instrument rated airplane pilot, avid skier and former
ski instructor. He was the Utah high school pole vault state
record holder and University All WAC Conference honoree.
His pole vaulting ended prematurely with a severe knee injury and surgery. However, eventually, driving and developing race cars became his competitive passion. (Much easier
on the knees but severely damaging to the pocket book).
Jon Heidorn
I’m excited to run for a board position and look forward to
serving the RSR members. I’ve been a Porsche owner &
PCA member since June 2010 and really enjoy the club and
its people. As many of you may know, we’re celebrating our
7th year of Ann Arbor Cars & Coffee which I started with a
core group of RSR members and has now expanded to over
125+ cars any given Saturday (still great turn out by the local RSR members). I enjoy the club’s spirited fall color tour
along with the polar bear run and the many social events
such as the annual holiday party, soaring, etc... I look forward to serving the membership as a board member.
Matt Huber
I have been a member of PCA since 1990 with the purchase
of a 1986 944 Turbo. Immediately joined PCA and attended
all the social and track events that Dru (my understanding
wife) and I could. Then became one of the original charter
members of RSR and the interim president negotiating with
National and SEM to create the RSR chapter. Once the chapter was up and running I served two terms as president.
Since then our family has been very active in track and social events alike. We have been constant members.

Since owning the 944 turbo we have owned an ‘87 930,
‘92 968, and ‘07 GT3. So our family has been bitten by the
Porsche bug.
Mike O’Rear
While we need new blood on the board, and I’m far from
qualifying on that score, I’d be happy to again serve. I became Editor of the Bahn Stormer in May 2006 shortly after
joining the club and have enjoyed providing an important
connection between our members and an effective means
of enticing other Porsche owners to join our Fast, Fun and
Friendly group. In my capacity as Editor I have attended
most Board Meetings and stayed involved in the Club’s activities for many years. My wife, Kathy, and I normally host
an event every other year and plan to continue to do so.
William Rogers
Growing up my father was quite the car guy I remember
coming home one day and he had his ‘69 440 in the garage,
but next to it, another fun car, a C5 Corvette. I realized the
Corvette was fun to ride in but felt different; it was sportier,
tighter, and faster, all without the smell of the muscle cars
he’s owned. I became a car nut, then saw a 944 Turbo and
fell in love with the sound, design and everything about it. I
told my dad he should get one, he didn’t, I asked for one as
a first car, that was a no – he couldn’t buy a non-American
car. Fast forward a decade and some change, I have my first
job and found a ‘83 944 on Craigslist for a reasonable price,
it needed some work, but it was mine; I fixed it up, joined
PCA and was able to hide it from my parents. From there,
they realized I was not letting up on German cars, specifically Porsches. My Porsche days were just getting started, I
wanted a daily driver, so I bought a Cayenne S, sold it for a
dream car -- an ‘86 944 Turbo and bought a Cayenne Turbo
for winter, sold that for a 996 and bought another Cayenne
Turbo about a year later, nothing quite like a 450 hp SUV in
Michigan snow. Today I’m 26, have owned 6 Porsches, over
16 cars and absolutely love my 996. I’ll probably keep it forever and without a doubt add other Porsches in the future.

Please Cast Your Vote on the Facing Page
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3rd Saturday of Every
Month
(April – Oct)

April 20, May 18, June 15, July 20, August 17,
September 14, October 19

All Cars & Enthusiasts Welcome!

For more information on Cars and Coffee –
jonheidorn@comcast.net

Join us at Zingerman’s Roadhouse
2501 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor

7:30am – 9:00am

Follow us on Facebook at Ann Arbor Cars and Coffee
This is Not A Rally Sport Region – Porsche Club of America Event
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CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE
1999 Porsche Boxster: 60,500 miles, Arena Red, 5 Speed
Manual Transmission. Professionally maintained at
Automotive Techniques in
Farmington. Here is a list of
recent maintenance: 2017 -IMS, RMS, AOS, Clutch, Water Pump, I have all the supporting documentation. 2018 -- January new front tires. 2019
(May) -- Horn Assembly, Oil Change, New Rear Tires. Immaculate interior, very nice exterior, with nice glossy paint,
upgraded BBS wheels with no road rash, no warning lights
on dash . Asking $11,750, all reasonable offers considered.
Inquiries please call or text Sam Jalet 734-834-7076 (10/19)
2015 Cayman GTS: One owner. With Manual Transmission,
32K miles, X73 suspension, GTS
interior package, GTS exterior
package in black, Infotainment
system with Nav and Bose
Audio, factory sport exhaust,
sport chrono package, Michelin Pilot Sport 4s, XPEL protective film on front 1/3 of car, mirrors, A pillars, rockers and
rear bumper near wheel. $65,000 OBO. Contact Wes @ 248982-2145 or wnardoni@hotmail.com
1992 C2 Cabriolet: VIN: WP0CB2965NS460390 59k miles,
Guards Red/Tan, 5 speed
manual, all original paint/
panels, rear seat delete, Boston Acoustics Pro speakers,
upgraded Porsche sport steering wheel (original included),
Odyssey battery, Rennline battery mount/switch. Top is like new minimal discoloration to
rear window. Everything works as it should except headunit
is crackly. Always garaged, no rust ever. Tools, books & tonneau included. Carfax clean and copy available by request.
Build codes include: C02 XD4 139 437 454 494 158 340
09991 Cassette-radio Blaupunkt Reno SQR 46 & amplifier.
Heated seats, power drivers seat. Porsche crests in color on
wheels, automatic speed control, Asking $45k obo. Ryan
Beekman 734-717-8547 or rabeekman@gmail.com (05/19)
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2008 Porsche Cayenne Turbo: 87,500 miles. Overall in
very great shape inside and out. New Rims and Tires with
Continental DWS tires. Brakes were just changed, Oil, Filter,

Vacuum Pump, Spark Plugs,
Coils, and Coolant Thermostat. Feel free to contact
with any questions or seeing
it. Please call 313-363-6823
or email at info@williamabbe.com for more information. $20,999 (03/19)
The following five cars are being offered for sale for their
owners by RSR Member and advertiser Conrad Zumhagen.
You can see photos & more at www.SellYourSportsCar.net.
Contact Conrad at 734.645/5778 or email Conrad@SellYourSportsCar.net for details.
1993 Porsche 968 Cabriolet “Barn Find”, 3.0L L4 16V DOHC
16V M44/43 Variocam
Engine, 6 Sp. Man., VIN:
WP0CA296XPS840217,
63,316 Miles. Guards
Red/Cashmere
leather. One of 414 for N.A.
$16,900 (09/19)
2016 GT4: 3.9L, 380 HP, 6-Sp. WP0AC2A82GK197635, 6,671
Miles. Track-proven &
ready with the right suspension mods, roll cage,
seats & harnesses, New
Michelin Pilot Sport 4S
tires. $92,500 (09/19)
1981 911 SC Targa: 106k miles. VIN WP0EA0910BS160529,
3.0 engine, 5 sp. Trans. Excellent condition. Original
paint, refinished dash, v.
nice interior. Refurbished
engine (top end, jugs,
studs), targa top & dash;
very nice interior. $36,900 (09/19)
1995 Porsche 911 Carrera Coupe: 3.6L H6 FI 270 HP Engine
Six Speed Manual Transmission. WPOAA29975S312734.
139,100 Miles Owned since
1997, this car is stock, with
no modifications or changes
(except for the modern radio). It is in excellent condition. Maintained by our own Tim

Pott, with detailed records and receipts going back to 1997,
and the engine completely rebuilt & more at 105,849 miles.
the car comes with all books, spare, compressor, jack, tools,
and extra keys. A clean Carfax report is available. $44,900.
(07/19)
2011 Porsche 911 Carrera Cabriolet: 345 HP 3.6L Engine,
7-Speed PDK Transmission. Platinum Silver Metallic/Stone Grey. VIN:
WP0CA2A99BS740365.
35,137 Miles. Factory options include PDK, Sport
Chrono Package Plus, 3-Spoke Sports Steering Wheel & Shift
Paddles, 19 in. Turbo II wheels, Comfort Package, power
heated & ventilated seats, , Bluetooth, Universal Audio Interface, , Infotainment Package with Bose audio with Navigation & Bluetooth, Sport Tailpipes, Porsche Crest Embossed on
Headrests, and wheel centers with colored crests. $49,500
(10/19)
OTHER ITEMS
Wheel/Tires: 2 sets of 19” OZ Racing Ultraleggera HLT Centerlock wheels. These were on my 2012 997 C4 GTS.
Set 1 is gloss black and has Dunlop SP WinterSport 3D tires - F
235/35 R19 and R 295/30 R19.

Set 2 is orange and has Pirelli PZero Corsa tires - F 235/35
ZR19 and R 305/30 ZR19.

Porsche 911-997 Turbo OEM Factory 19” Wheels & Tires (includes TPMS and Metal Center Caps).
Michelin Pilot Super Sport Tires:
New rear tires 295/30ZR19, Used
front tires 6/32 tread 235/35ZR19,
Fits 2005-2012 911’s Wide Body Fitment, $2500, John McIver 734-7654585 or mrjohnmciver@gmail.com (09/19)
997 Parts: Parts are from a 911 997 generation 2 Carrera
4S: used K&N air
filters, new oil
filter with O-ring,
used 7mm wheel
spacers, Porsche
shoulder
harness pad, Center
muffler, Manual Shifter Assembly, Intake Plenum, Will sell
separately. Buyer pays shipping or pickup from Northville MI.
$500. John McIver; (734) 765-4585; mrjohnmciver@gmail.
com (09/19)
Four Bridgestone Potenza S02-A tires: 225/40 ZR18 front
(datecode 4217) w/ 3500
miles, 265/35 ZR18 rear
(datecode 3915) w/ less
than 10 miles. All purchased
within the last year, receipts
available. Tread depth 9 to
10/32nds. Steve Gross, 248-946-2146 or stevegross@ameritech.net. (05/19)
Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call Clem
Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/19)

Asking $750 per set with local pickup in Howell. Contact Rick
at riksche@gmail.com. (10/19)
2002 Boxster wheels: Tires have been removed. Small blemishes but very presentable. F: 17x7
ET55. R: 17X8.5 ET48. $400 OBO
contact at phil@philmatherracing.
com (10/19)
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(944 Chronicles from page 19)

It goes without saying Adam had a great time. Obviously,
I did NOT let him drive home. No need to explore the effects
of the red mist. I was very impressed with the Extreme
Experience organization overall. The staff was courteous, the
event was well organized, and they were on time. No excuses
or pardon the delays. That is always a big plus for me. The
instructors were very professional and much like a DE they
reminded the drivers several times during the drivers’ meeting
that this was not a racing school, it was a driving school. Trips
off the pavement were to be avoided but if you decided you
wanted to be that guy, they would reward you with a several
hundred-dollar vehicle cleaning and inspection fee before you
left the facility.
After Adam’s first drive in the
Lamborghini not only was he all smiles
but his instructor actually came over and
introduced himself to me. Adam had
been telling him that I play with Porsches
on occasion and had been a road racer in
the 1980s so he came over to talk to me a
little bit about when and where I had raced
and what Porsches I drive. Oh yeah, he also
filled me in on how Adam had done. At
first, I was a little curious about his interest
in my Porsches and racing experience until
he explained that Al Holbert was his god
parent and he too was a Porsche person.
Not only was he a really nice young man
but he made time in his obviously hectic
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schedule to spend a few minutes talking racing and cars with
another Porsche phyle, me. That was my surprise experience
for the day.
For the younger readers in the crowd Al Holbert was a
Porsche racing icon in the 1980s. He competed with the 962
GTP cars as well as working on Porsche’s factory Indy car
program. As a 22-year-old aspiring race driver I watched him
drive the now famous Lowenbrau sponsored 962 at MIS the
one and only time the GTP cars ran there in 1984. I even got
to meet Derek Bell and chat idly with him in the pit lane during
Saturday practice and qualifying (Spectator access was much
more casual back then). Now that was an experience worth
remembering.

From the Back Seat
By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant

When I came on board as the Vice President of this august
group, almost four years ago now, I stuck my hand in the
air and volunteered to write a monthly article for the Bahn
Stormer, which I dubbed “From the Back Seat”. I hope
you have all enjoyed some of my monthly musings. The
interesting thing is, though, that I did this on a volunteer
basis, thinking that the office of Vice President ought to
have some level of regular input and involvement with the
club. And it was a joy for me to sit down and share with
all of you some of my “brain-doodling”, and the monthly
writings came easily and were great fun to write. But
recently…not so much!
If you were to ask Tim Pott, our about to retire President,
what he most disliked about the position, I promise you he
would say “having to write” an article every month. And
I’d be happy to wager a reasonable amount of money that
if you asked any of the past presidents what their least
favorite chore was in the position…you’d get the same
answer. So as I sit here putting my October thoughts on
paper (late…again) and wondering why the words have
not come so easily within the past couple/three months, I
wonder if it is because unless the sky falls in, I contemplate
the possibility of taking over as your President in January,
and the monthly writings will turn from “voluntary” to
“mandatory”… and that my writer’s block is in anticipation
of that change? Yipes!
I suspect I’ll have some things to say about the possible
assumption of that position. It still boggles my mind to
think about it…but more on that in a future missive. I’d
for the moment like to say a few things about our current
President…the good Tim Pott. I feel extraordinarily
fortunate to be able to count Tim as a friend, and even
more fortunate when I come to the staggering realization
that we have been friends for more than 20 years. Now
there’s a real mind-blower. But more importantly, I believe
we should all spend a moment reflecting on our good luck
in having such a dyed-in-the-wool, take-no-prisoners, no
holds barred, Porsche Certified Master Mechanic, car guy
and all-around good guy as the president of our club. What
a magnificent stoke of good fortune!
Let’s see now…nice guy, check. Knows everything there
is to know about cars, check. Knows even more about
Porsches, check. Definite car guy, check. Always there to
help when you need him, check. Works well with others,
check. Makes a good club President, check. Appreciative of

the help of others, check. Fun to hang with, check. Check,
check, and check again!
I’ve tagged along with Tim now for four Zone-4
“Presidents Club” meetings, and have found the usual
spectrum of men and women from all different walks of
like there…all Porsche owners and enthusiasts…who are
officers of the regions that make up Zone-4. As with any
large group of people, there are some you like, and some
you don’t. Some you gravitate to, and some you avoid. But
overall, and I pay homage to my obvious non-objective
assessment here, our President is the best of the bunch.
I believe we should all be thankful that our region
has been blessed with a far better than average group of
people who dedicate themselves voluntarily to the various
tasks required to make this region run…and run well. If you
haven’t done so recently, or maybe have never done so,
take a close look at “The Official Page” of the Bahn Stormer
and really read through all of the positions that constitute
the Rally Sport Region Officers. Each and every one done
voluntarily.
So a special thank you to Tim for his fearless leadership
over the past four years, and to all the volunteers who keep
the Rally Sport Region humming along. And the best way
many of you can thank everyone? Become a volunteer
yourself! There is always much to be done. Thank you.

31

The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

©Porsche Cars North America, INC. Porsche Recommends seat belt usage and observation of all traffic laws at all times

The$heirs$to$over$60$years$of$racing$legacy.$$Divided$equally.$

Porsche(of(Farmington(Hills(

32

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT 63
SOUTHFIELD MI

