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On the Grid
By RSR President Tim Pott

Why we do this to ourselves?
Many years and two businesses ago, I was
standing at my front counter accepting
payment for services rendered from
a new, first time Porsche owner. The
process often requires a certain amount
of discussion and explanation of what,
why and how repairs were performed.
This particular individual was using the cashout process to
vent his displeasure about the price of Porsche parts. The
final bill was not in dispute; he had been given an estimate
prior to the repairs being done, and I was within the dollar
amount we had agreed upon. He just needed to express his
indignation about the high price of the shocks for his Porsche
that we had just replaced. I recall him saying something to
the effect of, “Shocks for my Jeep CJ only cost twenty bucks!”
As luck would have it, it was one of those rare occasions
when I had a valuable ally in the room. My ally, who had
been waiting his turn to pick up his Porsche, was a long time
Porsche owner and was used to the high cost of the cars and
the attendant repair bills. He jumped at the opportunity to
chime in, “Well, if you can’t tell the difference between a
Jeep and a Porsche, drive the damn Jeep! You’re really lucky
and you’ll save a lot of money.” I could have hugged my
Porschephile customer. He had just said what I had not been
comfortable saying.
Imagine if every car purchasing decision was made based
solely on practical needs and not the emotional and tactile
experiences. Car purchasing would become a simple mission,
one based on choosing a car that meets your most basic
needs of transportation, economy, safety and comfort. Very
likely, there would be an even greater abundance of Prius’ on
the road than exist today....yikes! Not to offend Prius owners,
but that is just not a pretty image in my mind.
Sports car enthusiasts, and especially Porsche enthusiasts,
often feel the need to justify the high cost of his or her
affliction. It is often futile and, to be frank, a misguided guilt
trip to embark upon. Specialty car ownership should be done
only for the love of the object and its related activities alone
and with little or no regard for the practical. Any attempts to
justify costs takes away the joy of the whole experience.
A long time ago, after I had been racing for several years,
I took the time to sit down and add up an estimated cost of
purchasing, building and racing my 914 competitively. Talk
about a buzz-kill! At the end of the process, all I could think
about were ways the money could have been used more
responsibly; all the “good” things I could and should have

done with it. But looking back on it now, I don’t think I would
have been able not to race, or at least something very much
like it. Thank goodness our needs as humans go beyond the
practical and delve into the more fantastical nature of our
lives. The exercise of modifying a street going Porsche into
something worthy of competition, and then actually driving
it competitively is an experience I wouldn’t trade.
I’m not suggesting that we all go out, cash in our
retirement funds and buy the car or cars of our dreams.
And I’m happy to report that my kids were able to eat, wear
shoes and go to school in spite of my habit. But I am forever
grateful that riches aren’t only measured in dollars.
Speaking of driving passion.
I was recently informed that the two day August Waterford
HPDE was well attended and, thanks to the efforts of the
usual folks, went off without a hitch. Many thanks to all the
hard working volunteers who make these events, that are
central to the mission of our club a great success. If you
regularly participate in our track events, please consider
how you might chip in and lend a hand. It doesn’t require
advanced level driving skills to help with the many tasks that
are made easier through the aid of many hands.
On a separate note, please vote!
It is that time of year again where RSR has to seat various
members in necessary positions on our board. The club’s
secretary, Mary Ann Kantrow, is making up the ballot and it
will be published in next month’s Bahn Stormer. While we
sometimes joke about the low turnout for these elections,
they are an important component of our charter so, next
month, please take a moment to fill one out and get it back
to Mary Ann.
Even better, consider running for a position on the board!
It is a great opportunity to become more involved with RSR
and might even lead to a richer experience with our club.
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EXPERT PORSCHE SERVICE • DEDICATED PORSCHE TECHNICIANS
MORE THAN 120 YEARS COMBINED PORSCHE EXPERIENCE
SERVING RALLY SPORT REGION FROM THE VERY BEGINNING
Briarwood Mall

669 State Circle

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088
w w w.arbormotion.com/rennstatt
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State Street

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.

RSR Calendar of Events
September 8 (Sun.): B-25 Ride & Yankee Air Museum -- Peter Grant

October 8 (Tues.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth

September 10 (Tues.): Drivers’ Education Event at
Waterford Hills (see page 13)

October 12 (Sat.): Fall Color Tour -- Hosts: Stewart
& Sally Free

September 12 (Thurs.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting
-- Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth

November 3 (Sun.): Polar Bear Run -- Host: Sebastian Gaeta

September 14 (Sat.): Frankenmuth Car Show -Hosts: Charlie Brown III & Kevin Kral (see page
13)

November 5 (Tues.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth

September 15 (Sun.): Picnic at Sandhill Soaring
Club -- Hosts: Dave Finch, and Peter Grant (see page
17)

December 3 (Tues.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth
December 7 (Sat.): Holiday Party at Porsche of Ann
Arbor -- Host RSR President Tim Pott

Other Events of Interest
September 7 & 8 (Sat. & Sun.): Western Michigan Region’s Grand Prix of Grattan (see ad on page 30)

September 21 (Sat.) 7:30 am – 9:00 am: Cars & Coffee at
Zingerman’s Roadhouse (see ad on page 29)

Second Saturday of Each Month, 9:00AM-11:00AM: Saturdays at Rennstatt/ArborMotion (see ad on page 14)

October 19 (Sat.) 7:30 am – 9:00 am: Cars & Coffee at Zingerman’s Roadhouse (see ad on page 29)
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.

W. 11 Mile Rd

d Riv

Halsted Rd.

Gran

er Av

e.
Grand River Ave.

W. 10 Mile Rd.

Haggerty Rd.
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

Membership
Current Membership 523*

* Includes 322 Primary Members

Welcome New Members
Bob Jenkins
Saline, MI
2001 Black 911 C4

Steven Ambrose
Howell, MI
2011 Silver 911 Turbo S

Member Anniversaries
Vigen & Talin Rose Darian.....................35
David Bates...........................................30
Glenn & Claudia Trapp..........................25
Burghard & Kathy Linn..........................22
Greg & Pamela Hughes.........................21
Richard & Darice Morris........................20
Chris Price.............................................20
Christian & Valerie Maloof....................17
John & Darlene Oliver...........................17
Mike & Kathy O’Rear.............................16
Robert & Mary Ann Budd......................13
Jean-Marie & Monique Bertholee........11

John & Kristen Gibson...........................11
Muir Frey & Pam Herbster......................9
Jonathan & Lynn Nelson.........................8
Michael Heath.........................................7
Joe & Daphne Slater................................7
Tom & Kim Chestnut...............................6
Seth Penchansky.....................................5
Oliver & Jo Dillard...................................4
Kent & Kristin Jo Kildea...........................2
David & Jennifer Dixon............................2
Andrew Massey......................................2
Bill Buie...................................................1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter.
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-2277854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA
national.
9

You might not race in the Cup
series, but if you’re a great
driver, you need great insurance.

FINN’S J M & J
INSURANCE

Great driver,
great insurance.

ANN ARBOR • 734.668.4050
FinnsIns.com

MARTIN TRUEX JR
2017 NASCAR Cup Series Champion

™

Furniture Row trademarks used with permission. “Martin Truex Jr.” is a registered trademark of Martin Truex Jr LLC d/b/a MTJ Motorsports.
His name and/or likeness are used under license by MTJ Motorsports. Toyota trademarks used with permission. Bass Pro Shops® is a
registered trademark of Bass Pro Intellectual Property, L.L.C. Tracker® is a registered trademark of Tracker Marine, L.L.C. 5-HOUR ENERGY
and the Running Man Designs are registered trademarks.
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Classic Porsche Maintenance
By Members Phil & Francie Kish

Some percent of you are flirting around in your GT3’s and may
be entertaining soon to be realistic dreams of finding one of
them Taycan’s to grace your driveway! So while you may not
be personally familiar, hopefully you can appreciate some of
the woes those of us in the Porsche ‘classic’ era deal with!
While olde, I assure you that we still cherish our
mechanical beauties. One of them has even been enjoying an
all too pampered life in a slow and thorough renovation in our
garage recently. Another – you might say our more frequently
‘used’ 1989 944 turbo is still insufficiently exercised, and it
became crystal clear recently that we have not showered this
one with as much loving as was clearly expected.
We have been regular PCA Parade attendees for a number
of years, our tale here involves the last two – this past July in
Boca Raton, Florida, and last year in the Ozarks. It had been
awhile since we last rallied, and we were truly looking forward
to arguing negotiating discussing the –ahem, intricacies of
this pastime once more last year! Recognition soon dawned
that it was not meant to be. Our drive to Missouri had been
uneventful, however the trouble started the day before the
rally. We got back to the resort after an outing, pulled the 944
into a space, turned the key off, pulled it out of the ignition,
and the car kept running. Hmm. Not such a good sign! Turns
out that the air-conditioning in this model landed on the
‘X-circuit’ (meaning full current went through the switch)
and the extreme heat had overheated the switch. We got it
repaired, but as our hotel was 120 miles from the dealer, and
booking time isn’t instant, suffice it to say we were a Did Not
Start (DNS).

Fast forward to this year; we thought we had sufficiently
planned ahead. Booked time for oil change, brake flush,
safety check, and all seemed promising a few days before
leaving Michigan. Hmm – no such luck. On giving the car
just a wee bit of advance exercise, the clutch pedal hit the
floor. Reaching a toe around it brought it back up again in
that instance, but plainly not something to count on. While
this year we were ahead of the day prior to the event, we
were still only a day ahead of planned departure. YIKES! This
is where we are thrilled to report that we live in the right city,
with the best there is in Porsche service available! Thanks to
Nick Pott, our superstar ArborMotion Shop Manager, would
you believe? We were on the road a mere six hours later than
expected. Thanks to Sebastian for having an exceptional shop,
and a team including guys like Nick, we headed to Florida
and competed in that rally. We even went on to do quite
better than expected, and even avoided divorce court in this
marriage averse sport!
It all just reminds us how much we are partnered with our
vehicles… and therefore our technicians! Sincere Kudos to
Nick & Sebastian for their contribution to our fun vacation,
accomplished because we have the best of the best taking
care of our Porsche. Many thanks!

11

Classic in the making.

At Porsche of Ann Arbor, your air-cooled Porsche is in good hands.
Meet Danny Young

Porsche Gold Meister Technician
Porsche Club member and veteran technician Danny Young has worked at Porsche of Ann
Arbor for more than 27 years, and enjoys weekend autocross events in his Boxster S as well as
coaching his son in racing. Danny’s love of air-cooled engines began when he learned to
maintain his first car, an air-cooled '76 Volkswagen Beetle. Since then, he’s continually trained
with the best to become a Gold Meister Technician. Let Danny handle your classic or
air-cooled Porsche service for peace of mind that your car is in the hands of the best.

PREMIER
Porsche Dealer

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State St.
PorscheAnnArbor.com
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August Waterford Hills HP Drivers’ Education
Story by Mike O’Rear Photos by Burghard Linn and Glenn Trapp

August Drivers’ Education events are often sticky hot
or interupted by thunderstorms. Not this year, when
unseasonably cool temps and mostly clear skies made for
perfect driving weather. Twenty-two instructors and forty
students, several from surrounding PCA Regions, turned
out for one or both of this two day event.
Friday provided considerable drive time for
experienced students as well as an opportunity for Chief
Driving Instructor Christian Maloof to further develop the

Father and son Tom and Alex Green check in with Registrar Rich Chang
and sign wavers as they begin their day. Rennstatt’s Nick Pott looks on.

Member Ogun Guralp gets ready for another driving
session.
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excellent instructor cadrie that supports our driving events
throughout the spring and summer.
Saturday’s schedule provided five sessions for each
“run group” resulting in more than enough time to hone
driving skills and bring on serious fatigue. It was a great
day.
As always, Porsche of Ann Arbor, via Eric Gedeon,
provided plenty of coffee, donuts and bagels for breakfast
and Rennstatt, via Nick Pott, provided lots of liquids for

Regular Bahn Stormer contributor Tom Fielitz and Assistant Chief Instructor Phil Mather put out the cones
marking the entry, apex and exit points of each turn.
Often they are in the correct spots.

Kevin Kral comes to the track with a full pit crew. Here Kevin’s father
Gary and Kevin’s daughter Cora make sure all is well with Kevin’s 944
S2 Turbo.

Rennstatt or ArborMotion hauled cases of
bottled water and other hydration supplies
for the enjoyment of participants.

Chief Instructor Christian Maloof holds class for advanced drivers on the value
of data in improving driving skills. Note Rich Chang in the foreground wearing
his Hans device -- in case his chair should come to a sudden stop.

Waterford’s excellent corner workers
help keep the track participants safe.

No, it is not a walk out or protest -- a group of students particpates in a
valuable track walk to see the track up close and personal.

An uncommon sight at RSR’s track events -- a Porsche 928, this
one with 500 hp, driven by instructor John Dorscht from Southeast Michigan Region, PCA.

Instructor Lee Burlingame joined the Friday session. Lee is
from the Maumee Valley Region, PCA
15

You know Munk's.

But do you know about

Vintage Munk's?

Restorations since 1969

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan

service@munks.com
248-335-5424
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Soar with RSR
Sunday, September 15 th
Hosts: Dave Finch & Peter Grant

Join us for a scenic drive to Richmond Field in Gregory, MI for an RSR
sponsored Picnic Lunch
Watch the Sailplanes While You Picnic!
!
!
!
!
!

Meet at McDonalds, Zeeb Rd. & I-94, at 10 AM
Bring Snacks or Dish to Pass and Lawn Chairs
A head chef is needed for grilling burgers! (Volunteer needed)
Bring $75 CASH per person (just in case!)
RSVP Dave Finch dfinch@raetech.com or Peter Grant
pgrant@speakeasy.net

(We have no backup date this year, so pray for good weather!)
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2019 Porsche Parade National Concours at Boca Raton
Out of the Ashes Like a Phoenix
Story and photos by member Richard Zarbo (Originally published in the Early 911S Registry)

We have been celebrating our first early Porsche 911
experience as a family since 2005 with a custom blue early
911T sunroof coupe, found on Pelican, that initially was a
daily driver. Then when it became more valuable “Elsa”,
as she was known, became a tourer and rally driver. Our
competitive nature then emerged and we eventually
learned to show the car in a national PCA (Porsche Club of
America) Concours setting. Our journey began in 2013 at
the PCA Porsche Parade in Traverse City, Michigan, a short
4-hour drive from our home. We had no idea what we were
doing and were woefully unprepared to compete at the
national level, even arriving without a vacuum.
Unfortunately, we spent most the daytime we had
planned to prep the early 911 by purchasing tools and
repairing a broken 914/6 V-belt. Actually I assisted our
good friend who restores brakes like no one else. This
progressed to a nighttime diversion the night before the
Concours to drive our good friend Eric Shea to a local
hospital Emergency Room as he was brought to his knees,
literally, by a kidney stone. So, a concours-clean car was not
to be as 7am staging time arrived. But we still managed to
place 2nd in Preparation Street Class that required judging
of merely the exterior and interior of the car. Despite this
fate, we were humbled yet encouraged by the judges.
We made a lot of naïve beginner errors and missteps.
However, the next year we had the privilege of entering
Elsa in the 2015 Porsche Parade Concours at French Lick,
Indiana and were asked to represent the year 1971 in the
60 years of Porsche display. We were better this time out
and succeeded in taking the 1st place award in Preparation
Street Class. Experience and failure are helpful. But so is
teamwork. God bless my millennial Porsche fanatics, Steve
and Mariah. And no, they are not the stereotype you read
about so often, thank goodness.

Richard, Mariah and Steve at French Lick Parade in 2015.
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However, our love and enjoyment of that car was short
lived as fate took Elsa away at a tender age in a devastating
house fire 8 months later. Gone were her stablemates
as well, a ruby red 1963 356B S-90, a signal orange 1970
914/6, and an arena red 1996 993 C4S. I can honestly
say it is possible to experience post-Porsche PTSD. I hope
you never contract this condition. But we never quit and
constantly dream Porsche. And dreams do come true.

Fast forward 1 ½ years and after much searching while
rebuilding a house we found another blue car, a July 1971
build 911T coupe, this time in metallic blue advertised
by CPR. We purchased it sight unseen with the intent of
proving that we could come back from tragedy and work as
a family toward another national award. The car was a very
good substrate restored some years back but required much

work to come up to a competitive Concours presentation as
our desire was to move up a class in difficulty by presenting
show quality trunk and engine compartments.
And that is what we did for the next 2 years, sourcing
many original parts from around the world and sending
parts for restoration to some of you on this Registry. Our
thanks go to Brian Doherty and Bob Lee of CPR, Frank Beck
of Beck’s European, Rick Harbrodt of Fuchs Restoration,
John Audette of the Audette Collection, Rod Klingelhofer of
Hof Designs and my good friend and master mechanic, Tim
Pott and his circle of master painter, plater, and new part
creators. This was an intense and focused labor of love but
it also was the prescription that satisfied our longstanding
underlying OCD condition.
Fast forward to this July 2019. Fortunately, youth
envisions 1300 miles of trailering as adventure and the
millennial males of the team, Steve and Matt, arrived in
Boca Raton, all upbeat and ready to rock and roll. Females
are truly smarter than men so this mature male flew down
with Mariah, the intelligent team member.
Although the name Boca Raton translates from the

Spanish to Rat’s Mouth, the experience in July was more
like God’s Humid Hell especially after 2 ½ days of deep
car preparation in a dimly lit garage structure. But with a
ratio of 4 humans to 1 car, we prevailed by early Sunday to
enjoy some spare time before the tension-filled thought of
staging for the final exam on the golf course of The Boca
Raton Waldorf Resort at 7am the next morning.

But not before we ran out to purchase a gas can to put 2
more gallons of fuel in the car as this skipped our minds back
home with our preoccupation with “clean and presentable”.
The analogous high school nightmare of failing to show up
for the final exam seems to be a common one.
Monday could not arrive soon enough as we were up
by 4am to be prepared to stage by 7am joining a line of 10
early 911s and some 100 more Porsches, some of whom
began at 5:30am as we drove along the golf course’s paved
pathways to be strung equidistant along the wet grass of
the 18th and 10th fairways.
Three cars would be in our competition class, one of
which we saw for the first time on the grass. This struck us
with terror as it appeared to be a very fine recently restored
1967 911S. So, like most irrational fears we ignored it and
took to the final wipe down and cleaning of newly dirty
pedals, exhaust tip, air intake, etc. Note the white gloves.
What can I say except OCD is either a dominant trait or a
contagion.
By 8:30am it was all rags down, the field announcer

declared the Concours to begin and asked the judges to
start the inspection process. We were the 1st car to be
judged in our class by a team of 4 judges expert in the
nuances of early 911 cars and that includes the proper color
of the fuel tank. After a brief introduction around our car
of all by the chief judge we related our story with this car,
then opened access to all compartments and stood back
while they did their careful inspections of everything but
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the undercarriage. This consumed the longest 5 minutes
you will ever experience. This is some of what they saw.
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By 1pm the announcer declared that the judges’
decisions were posted for our early 911 Preparation Touring
Class and we left the shade we had sought in refuge from
the stifling heat to scamper across the grass to anxiously
view the board.
Amazingly we gazed at victory by judge’s tie-breaker!
And not with the white 1967 911S we had feared but a
modified sepia brown 1973 Targa. But wait, like all good
students we obtained our score sheets so we could learn
from all this hard work and try to improve next time.
Remember I just told you that females are smart. A
brief review of the individual pages indicated that the
interior score, the personal mission of our gal, had a mere
0.1-point deduction. Yet that superb interior score that was
transposed to the top summary sheet was inaccurate and
our actual score was higher by 0.9 points. So, we actually
took 1st place outright and we had the distinction of the
highest Preparation Touring score of all cars on the green
that day. Now that’s presentable and clean!
The process for awards was a tad prolonged in the
very hot Boca sun as they lined up 1st place winners by
classes. This is especially uncomfortable in a car without air
conditioning and with carburetors that might experience
vapor-lock on repeated re-start. Fortunately, the latter did
not occur and we had sufficient fuel as we waited over
40 minutes on line in the blazing sun. It was like a Turkish
sauna in the early 911 but being blessed with a loving son,
I did experience some umbrella shade on the path to the
award circle.
PCA President Tom Gorsuch graciously gave me the
opportunity to speak and acknowledge our awesome
team of three fine millennial Porschephiles in this win. Like
most significant endeavors in life, this success was derived
from a team effort and no matter the outcome we are all
richer for having competed together and with many good
new friendships. For the 4 of us, we are changed and even
closer as a family. We thank the Porsche Club of America for
giving us this opportunity through a shared passion for the
marque.
Let me give you some deeper background on PCA
Concours competition. What’s it not? It’s not a cars and
coffee, wash and shine, choose your favorite car event.
The formal term is Concours d’Elegance, defined in the
PCA Rulebook as, “a gathering together of automobiles in
competition for judging their relative merits in terms of
coachwork, design, finish and appointments”.
It has come to be a very defined and competitive sport
with detailed Parade Competition Rules for participation
in defined group classifications with specific judging and
scoring standards. The rules are complex to read, just like
a paragraph by Faulkner, but essential to understand. It’s

worth a re-read each year. There’s a lot of meat in there. You
don’t want to spend hundreds of hours preparing for the
final exam just to fail because you showed up in the wrong
classroom. Who in their right mind subjects themselves
unprepared to an expensive test on a regular basis with
judges who see the finest details others don’t?
Ironically, I began my relationship with Porsches as
founding member of a track oriented PCA chapter (Rally
Sport Region) so I appreciate the analogy to the rulebook
for motorsports categories. When track zoom-zoom was
not something I cared to pursue at the next level, Concours
presented another competitive opportunity. Here are the
Concours Rules for those of you who enjoy reading Faulkner.
https://porscheparade.org /docs/PCRs/2019%20
PCR%20Final%206%2014%202019%20DJS.pdf
I have come to know the Porsche Parade National
Concours as a very disciplined event overseen by friendly
and knowledgeable Concours chairs and trained judges who
have deep expertise in the models that they are assigned to
inspect. For them this is a labor of love for the marque and
the specific cars with which they have personal experience.
I have found that PCA judges often impart their own
learnings to competitors in a Pay-It-Forward positive
conversational manner even thanking you for bringing
your car to the competition. This fosters the potential for
improvement rather than discouragement. There is also
a comradery, friendship and collaboration that develops
among competitors in the Concours prep area, albeit easier
to befriend those not in your specific judging class.
Briefly, there are three basic Concours groups in a
Porsche national event, each with different rules. This car
was entered in Preparation Group in which originality is
not judged but rather preparation and cleanliness. So, nonoriginal and reproduction but well-presented parts are
allowed in this group. Ergo, the side stripes in non-original
color and the European H1 headlights on this car rather
than US sugar scoops and the European taillights were not a
deduction. This would not be the case in Preservation Group
which judges originality as delivered and presentation.
There are three Preparation classes within the
Preparation group with specific areas subject to judgingexterior and interior (Preparation Street Class), exterior,
interior, trunk (including tool kit and jack) and engine
(Preparation Touring Class), exterior, interior, trunk and
engine and undercarriage (Preparation Full Class). Each
car is judged by a team of judges with national or multiregional experience and a team member is assigned to
inspect a compartment for a 5-minute period of time. The
same judging team is usually dedicated to the class using

the published standards and scoring scheme to minimize
variation.
The other two categories require full examination of the
cars. Restoration Full is for comprehensively restored cars
that can differ from “as originally delivered” or from the
Certificate of Authenticity and have custom options added.
But those changes must be period correct for originality
points. This means the added parts or changed paint colors
or interiors were available and could be ordered from the
factory for that specific year and model range.
This is distinguished from Preservation Full for cars
maintained in their original condition in which the
originality must match the paperwork documentation such
as the Kardex, Certificate of Authenticity or Munroney
Label window sticker. Reproduction parts and mechanical
upgrades may therefore be subject to point deduction. Now
you know what you can do with your numbers matching
car!
So, there are many competitions offered depending on
the car you are blessed with and your energy level to play
according to the rule book. Many are playing on the same
field in different games. It’s an acquired taste. I began 19
years ago with a 914/6 and have progressively moved up as
a personal challenge with 4 different cars and now it’s a fun,
competitive, family endeavor.
For perspective, on that particular day, with the owners
and cars that were motivated to compete, we prevailed and
achieved our dream. But on another day, with different cars,
the same outcome is not guaranteed. That’s the nature of
competition. And the impetus to continually improve your
entry. Hope to see you on the grass!

A hot wait for the 1st Place award presentation
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The 944 Chronicles
By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

944 Fest
While the old air-cooled 911 crowd may have
Luftgekühlt, we in the water-cooled crowd have
944Fest. Yes, a celebration of all things good
about front engines, Wasserkühlen, and popup head lights. I went this year, finally, to see
what it’s about and who it’s about. It happened
August 2nd and 3rd about a stone and a half’s throw south of
Cleveland at Nelson Ledges racetrack, the fastest 2-mile track
(or nearly) in North America.

I raced there a few times in the 1980’s with my most vivid
memory being a connecting rod thrown through the engine
block of my E-Prod MGB then being waved off track by the
corner workers due to the ensuing fire that erupted beneath
my mortally wounded steed.
Friday was the gathering day with a DE event hosted by
the Northern Ohio Region of the PCA who by the way gave
out really cool caps. I don’t wear caps but they were still
pretty cool. As you can imagine there were plenty of DE
participants on track not driving 944s including a fully race
prepped Viper ACR making an outrageous noise and laying
down some equally outrageous lap times. Apparently, they
were just testing. What for nobody knows, but they showed
up with a nicely wrapped semi transporter and lots of spare
parts. For the more well-funded and track addicted there
was an additional 2-day DE on Saturday and Sunday. Friday
concluded with some obligatory group shots of all the 944s in
attendance at various points around the track.
For the 944Fest crowd Saturday was all about group
events. These included a Poker Run Rally, car show, barbeque,
and a raffle drawing for some really, really nice prizes courtesy
of the event sponsors which included 944 Online, Rennline,
924S944.com and others. For those of us in “the club” this
was a chance to meet some of the folks behind our favorite

internet vendors. Quite a few of the attendees skipped the DE
and showed up Friday afternoon to camp out at the track for
Friday night’s bonfire and Saturday’s group events.
One of the things that struck me was how 944/951s
appear to be very popular among a relatively young crowd of
millennials who aren’t afraid to modify their cars. No doubt
the relatively low price of entry is one factor along with the
tremendous online support and availability of tuner parts.
Modified and updated cars were well represented as were
the nearly stock and obviously stock cars like mine. Anything
from large turbos sticking through the hood to stock appearing
cars packing an LS swap under the hood could be found. And
I have no problem with that. The level of enthusiasm and
commitment from such a young crowd guarantees the 944s
long term position in the gearhead community.

What do you do when the stock turbo just isn’t enough?

Cornering Practice
in the Pits

944’s Big Brother

As with all things 944 the car show awards were predictably
unconventional including awards for the furthest drive, best
non 944, best beater, and a few other typically unconventional
awards to go along with a slightly unconventional group of
vehicles taking the show field. All in all, 944Fest was definitely
worth the trip. This was also the longest trip I’ve ever taken
in the brown car and it even included an additional detour up
to Cleveland to spend Sunday with a friend there. So were
there any negatives? Just one -- 3 hours each way on the Ohio
turnpike without a radio. What was I thinking? Track car or
not, a radio is going back in.
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

The Cost of New?
For as far back as I can remember car manufacturers released so called new models of cars every year. Detroit had
coined the phrase planned obsolescence to explain the objective. Clever marketing types determined that the average
car owner was motivated to always want the latest model of
any car. The objective was to make the car owner unhappy
with the car he owned simply because the new model had a
different shape or different options. In some cases the new
car was superior to the previous generation. But in other
cases the differences were negligible and the body shapes a
carry over with minor chrome trim changes or simple things
like a change in headlights, grille or tail lights. The other
unfortunate feature was that mechanically the cars did not
last long or rusted out quickly. Two or three years of service became the norm. Planned obsolescence was lining the
pocket books of the manufacturers with record profits every
year. With competition from foreign brands the manufacturers had to change their tactics and offer better engineering and real differences in model changes as well as totally
fresh designed new cars. For those people who really did
want to always drive the newest model there grew a new
segment of car purchasing known as the short-term lease.
Lease incentive assured the manufacturer of guaranteed
rapid turnover in car ownership. This was a much more
sure method of selling new models.
One of the serious drawbacks of a rapid release of new
models was the quality of the product produced and the
frequency of engineering or manufacturing defects. Even
in the very early days before I bought cars I can remember
every new car that my father bought involved a very careful walk around to find flaws or missing parts such as bolts,
screws or improperly installed brackets. This was even after
the dealership charged a delivery fee that was supposed to
catch those problems. My 1970 914-6 was a very well built
car with zero flaws. My 1972 911E was delivered with a serious oil consumption problem that was discovered to be
improperly machined pistons and resulted in a total rebuild
of the engine by the dealer. In addition the car stranded
me several times until it was discovered that the Bosch CD
box was defective and was replaced with a Permatune unit
pilfered from a new 911 in stock. Everyone who has bought
new Porsches seems to have their own story of a recall or
down time as the dealer had to trace and repair some flaw.
Oddly enough none of these stories seems to have affected
our loyalty to the so called myth of superior German engi-

neering. It is more often than not something we expect to
put up with regardless of which manufacturer builds the car.
Manufacturers go to extreme lengths to painstakingly
engineer their new model of car and extensively test that
car in all possible scenarios of road and weather conditions.
Cars get extensively tested during and after the build process to assure that no defects sneak through. We have even
reached the evolution of the manufacturing process that human error is all but eliminated through robotics. Of course
we can point to the extensive application of computers in
car operation which in some cases introduces a whole new
possibility of failure. The more common mode of failure
now involves car computer code and the solution to a recall
is not a mechanical repair but a computer update or flash
of code that the dealer technician downloads through the
internet from the manufacturer. If cars continue to evolve
with on board diagnostics and interactive communications
we may even reach the day of self repairing cars without
technician intervention.
The underlying concern of rapid new car release is the
tradeoff of evolutionary change vs. total change. When a
manufacturer releases a model change that carries over
little or no engineering from a previous model or lineage
there is the very real risk that problems will creep in that
will negatively impact the driving and owning experience.
Speaking from firsthand experience there is not much fun
in leaving your brand new car with the dealer to resolve a
quality issue that should never have been released with the
new car model. Even more frustrating is the knowledge that
many manufacturers knowingly release new model cars with
defects that the new owner will discover. It is very tempting
to pass up the first release of a new model until the manufacturing plant works out all the assembly problems or the
engineering department resolves problems they caught in
testing but did not take the time to resolve before the car
was sold to the public. In my case I bought a ten year old
car figuring for sure the first owner had to have worked out
any defects. Instead, over ten years later I am still receiving
recall notices.
So as we are bombarded with the messages of cars that
are totally new you have to wonder, what is the bottom line
cost of a totally new model of car? Should we fall for the
marketing delusion that we must be dissatisfied with our
current model enough to swap it and possibly put up with
design or building flaws in our new car?
25

Passion

noun: /pa-sh n/
e

1. intense, driving, or overmastering feeling or conviction
2. ardent affection; love
3. a strong liking or desire for or devotion to some activity,
object, or concept
4. an object of desire or deep interest
synonyms: passion, fervor, ardor, enthusiasm, zeal,
devotion, fondness, love

For 50 years, we’ve shared your passion for Porsches.
We get it. We truly do.

Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center
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3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, August 6, 2019

Tim Pott: President.................................................Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President....................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary.................................Present
Mike O’Rear.............................................................Absent
Kevin Kral................................................................Present
Members & Visitor Present: John McIver, Dru Huber, Zach
Huber, Glenn Trapp, Conrad Zumhagen, Marvin Copeland,
Doug Finn, Vigen Darian, Lynda Wolf, David Finch, Ken
Horen, Seth Penchansky, Gary Hibler, John Horner, Alex
Nitsche, Ian Scott, Tom Krueger, J.D. Layson, Christine
Patterson, Rob Patterson and Katrina Rogers.
Call to Order: Tim Pott called the meeting to order at
7:16PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.
President’s Report: Tim rented space at a storage facility
to store the club’s track gear. We need volunteers to help
during the track events at Waterford to get the equipment
and return it.
Meeting Minutes: June meeting minutes were reviewed.
Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Burghard reviewed the June & July
financial report. Motion: To approve report passed.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Jim Dowty: Insurance Chair....................................Present
Christian Maloof.....................................................Present
Dan Kantrow...........................................................Present
Jeremy Goddard......................................................Present
William Rogers........................................................Present
acknowledged Christian and the track team for their hard
work to make our track events the best.
Newsletter: No report. Mike will send us the next deadline.
Mike needs content.
Website: No report.
Events Committee: Dru and Zach Huber reviewed the
following list of events (more details in the newsletter)
● Sep 08: B-25 Flight at Yankee Air Museum. Host: Peter
Grant
● Sep 14: Frankenmuth Car Show. Hosts: Charlie Brown
III & Kevin Kral
● Sep 15: Soaring Event/Picnic. Host: Dave Finch
● Oct12: Color Tour
● Nov03: Polar Bear Run
● Dec (?): Holiday Party
New Business: The 2020CY election ballot is under
construction. Mary Ann is looking for volunteers to run for
the board.

Insurance Report: Jim Dowty has issued insurance
certificates for all the August and September events.
Signed waiver forms should be sent to Glenn Trapp for
retention.

Old Business: None

Advertising Report: No report.

Minutes taken by: Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary

Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at
8:09 PM.

Membership: Glenn reported that the club membership is
up to 318 members.
Track Report: Christian reported that our events so far
have been successful. Our events were recognized by the
zone rep as the best run events in the region. Grattan is for
sale for $7M so we may not have any more events at this
venue. Next event is the Waterford weekend event. Tim
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CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE
The following five cars (*RSR Member cars) are being offered for sale for their owners by RSR Member and advertiser Conrad Zumhagen. You can see photos & more at www.
SellYourSportsCar.net. Contact Conrad at 734.645/5778 or
email Conrad@SellYourSportsCar.net for details.
1993 Porsche 968 Cabriolet
“Barn
Find”,
3.0L L4 16V DOHC 16V
M44/43 Variocam Engine, 6 Sp. Man., VIN:
WP0CA296XPS840217,
63,316 Miles. Guards
Red/Cashmere leather. One of 414 for N.A. $16,900 (09/19)
*1998 Boxster: Ocean
Blue/Gray/Blue Top, 2.5
L, 5-Sp. Man. VIN: WP0CA2985WU623887,
149,480 mi. Well sorted
and maintained (IMS,
clutch & flywheel, AOS,
coolant tank, water pump, idler pulley & tensioners, serpentine belt, engine mounts & MAF done). Entry level
Porsche. $8,500 (09/19)
*2016
GT4:
3.9L,
380 HP, 6-Sp. WP0AC2A82GK197635, 6,671
Miles. Track-proven &
ready with the right suspension mods, roll cage,
seats & harnesses, New
Michelin Pilot Sport 4S tires. $95,000 (09/19)
*1981 911 SC Targa:
106k miles. VIN WP0EA0910BS160529, 3.0 engine, 5 sp. Trans. Excellent
condition. Original paint,
refinished dash, v. nice interior. Refurbished engine
(top end, jugs, studs), targa top & dash; very nice interior.
$36,900 (09/19)
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1995 Porsche 911 Carrera
Coupe: 3.6L H6 FI 270 HP Engine
Six Speed Manual Transmission. WPOAA29975S312734.
139,100 Miles Owned since 1997, this car is stock, with no
modifications or changes (except for the modern radio). It
is in excellent condition. Maintained by our own Tim Pott,
with detailed records and receipts going back to 1997, and
the engine completely rebuilt & more at 105,849 miles. the
car comes with all books, spare, compressor, jack, tools,
and extra keys. A clean Carfax report is available. $48,500.
(07/19)
1992 C2 Cabriolet: VIN: WP0CB2965NS460390 59k miles,
Guards Red/Tan, 5 speed manual, all original paint/panels,
rear seat delete, Boston Acoustics Pro speakers, upgraded
Porsche sport steering wheel
(original included), Odyssey
battery, Rennline battery mount/switch. Top is like new
minimal discoloration to rear window. Everything works as
it should except headunit is crackly. Always garaged, no rust
ever. Tools, books & tonneau included. Carfax clean and
copy available by request. Build codes include: C02 XD4
139 437 454 494 158 340 09991 Cassette-radio Blaupunkt
Reno SQR 46 & amplifier. Heated seats, power drivers seat.
Porsche crests in color on wheels, automatic speed control,
Asking $45k obo. Ryan Beekman 734-717-8547 or rabeekman@gmail.com (05/19)
2008 Porsche Cayenne Turbo: 87,500 miles. Overall in
very great shape inside and
out. New Rims and Tires
with Continental DWS tires.
Brakes were just changed,
Oil, Filter, Vacuum Pump,
Spark Plugs, Coils, and Coolant Thermostat. Feel free
to contact with any questions or seeing it. Please call 313363-6823 or email at info@williamabbe.com for more information. $20,999 (03/19)

OTHER ITEMS
Porsche 911-997 Turbo OEM Factory 19” Wheels & Tires
(includes TPMS and Metal
Center Caps). Michelin Pilot
Super Sport Tires: New rear
tires 295/30ZR19, Used front
tires 6/32 tread 235/35ZR19,
Fits 2005-2012 911’s Wide
Body Fitment, $2500, John
McIver 734-765-4585 or
mrjohnmciver@gmail.com (09/19)

Four Bridgestone Potenza S02-A tires: 225/40 ZR18
front (datecode 4217) w/
3500 miles, 265/35 ZR18
rear (datecode 3915) w/ less
than 10 miles. All purchased
within the last year, receipts
available. Tread depth 9 to
10/32nds. Steve Gross, 248946-2146 or stevegross@ameritech.net. (05/19)
Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/19)

997 Parts: Parts are from a 911 997 generation 2 Carrera
4S: used K&N air
filters, new oil
filter with O-ring,
used 7mm wheel
spacers, Porsche
shoulder
harness pad, Center
muffler, Manual
Shifter Assembly, Intake Plenum, Will sell separately. Buyer
pays shipping or pickup from Northville MI. $500. John McIver; (734) 765-4585; mrjohnmciver@gmail.com (09/19)

3rd Saturday of Every
Month
(April – Oct)

April 20, May 18, June 15, July 20, August 17,
September 14, October 19

All Cars & Enthusiasts Welcome!

For more information on Cars and Coffee –
jonheidorn@comcast.net

Join us at Zingerman’s Roadhouse
2501 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor

7:30am – 9:00am

Follow us on Facebook at Ann Arbor Cars and Coffee
This is Not A Rally Sport Region – Porsche Club of America Event
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2019 GRAND PRIX OF GRATTAN
Lloyd LaHuis Memorial Grand Prix of Grattan Driver's Education, September 7 & 8, 2019

HOST: WESTERN MICHIGAN REGION PORSCHE CLUB
HPDE EVENT REQUIREMENTS:
Helmets: Mandatory Snell SA 2010 or newer. M helmets ok.
Vehicles: All cars must be inspected by a mechanic with
a completed pre-event Inspection Sheet, available on the
WMR website or contacts below.
Track Insurance (optional): Available at hagerty.com,
locktonmotorsports.com or trackinsurance.com
Registration: Open June 1 at ClubRegistration.net.
Cost: $330 for 2 days; $190 for 1 day
After August 25 $360 for 2 days; $220 for 1 day.
Join us for an exciting weekend at Grattan Raceway, one
of the finest road courses in America, located just 20
minutes Northeast of Grand Rapids for our annual High
Performance Driver's Education (HPDE) event. Learn how
to maximize your driving performance on the two-mile
course through the challenges of twists, turns, hills and
valleys.

DIRECT QUESTIONS TO:
Event Chair: Ted Blacklidge
sgrafex@chartermi.net or (616) 635-7997
Event Registrar: Amber Door
amdoor242@aol.com or (616) 340-0971
Event Safety and Technical: Eric Spross
ericpca911@yahoo.com

Instructors are available for a limited number of students,
track and classroom instruction included. Register early
to reserve a spot. Experienced drivers are welcome in
performance cars. Registered drivers may share a car if
they have different skill levels, as they will be assigned
different run groups. Single day registration also available.
Experienced only on Sunday.
Can't commit to a weekend? Join us on Saturday or
Sunday (or both days!) for the Noon Hour Charity Laps.
For a donation of $20 per vehicle, experience the track at
controlled speeds with family and friends. All proceeds
from the Charity Laps will go to Family Promise of
Grand Rapids. The mission of Family Promise of Grand
Rapids is to end homelessness, one family at a time, by
engaging faith-based and community organizations to
provide emergency shelter and basic needs to families
with children who are homeless and to provide additional

When: September 7 & 8, 2019
Where:

Grattan Raceway
7201 Lessiter Rd NE
Belding, MI 48809

For more information, go to:
http://wmi.pca.org/events/grand-prix-of-grattan/

their independence. Charity Laps will begin promptly at
12:00pm. Be at the gate by 12:00pm.

For more PCA National and Inter-Regional events, visit:
https://www.pca.org/events
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For the full PCA Club Racing Schedule, visit:
https://www.pca.org/club-racing

facebook.com/wmrpca

programs to assist them in finding housing and sustaining
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From the Back Seat
By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant

Friday, July 26…sitting in my office and thinking about my
article for this month. It’s probably late, but it’s just been
one of those weeks that none of us should have. Such is
life.
So I’m looking out my window and there sits my Boxster,
the latest addition to the stable. It’s a beautiful summer
day. We’ve had a string of them recently and the top has
not been up for several days now. I’ve written about it in a
previous “From the Back Seat” right after I acquired it and
found via the VIN# that the car was built right in the middle
of the changeover from the “small” (i.e. – “fixable without
disassembly”) IMS to the “large” (complete teardown
required for “fix”) one. It was an easy decision deciding to
take things apart and visually find out which bearing was in
place. Turns out it has the large one, so we un-sealed the
sealed bearing, threw in a new clutch and RMS, and I’ve
been driving it like I stole it ever since. What a great ride!
And this brings me to the topic I wanted to talk about
this month…what constitutes a “great ride”? In a long ago
article I remember writing about cars feeling like they were
“of a piece”, meaning that in spite of the fact that they are
a collection of a myriad number of parts that all together
make a car…they act together with a feeling of solidity
that to most of us provides a very satisfying “feel” for the
driving experience. Most, if not all of the German cars have
that “of a piece” feeling, as do many of the high-end (and
some not so high-end) Japanese and American cars…yet
I don’t think I’ll get much pushback if I say that there is
something “extra” in the feel of the great German cars, and
especially a Porsche.
I’ve thought of this often enough, like after I’ve stepped
out of a decent rental car used on a business trip and into
my A5 or Boxster upon returning home. There’s a subtle
enhanced feel even before starting the engine, and the
driving is pure pleasure. You could chalk it off to familiarity
and comfort, but I don’t think so. I believe that just as there
are a myriad of parts working together here to provide the
“of a piece” driving experience, the extra but subtle edge
in the driving feel comes from a myriad of subtle “feels”
in the car…the texture of a switch, the solidness of the
“click” of a switch, the quiet response of a power window,
or maybe the slightly quicker and more solid response to
the throttle.
You could make a long list of all the things that register
with us as we enter and drive our cars, but science has shown

that many of the things that “register” with us…whether
with our cars or people we meet or our surroundings…
are not consciously registered, but subconsciously. Wow!
Does that mean the German car builders have mastered
an understanding of the subconscious mind and build their
cars accordingly? Not likely, but Porsche in particular has
been able to build cars that are widely embraced by car
guys, gear heads, and those of us lucky enough to own
one…which likely means they are designed and built by
people who have a like mind! BINGO! What other car
manufacturer has the racing history of Porsche? What
other car manufacturer has had their cars designed
and built from day one by “car guys” for “car guys”, who
were building cars to be driven, to be driven hard, to be
competitive at some level of motorsports? There are
certainly other marques with excellent racing pedigrees,
but I’d bet a week’s pay that they are all marques we’d be
happy to drive/own along with our Porsches.
So whatever your favorite flavor of Porsche…911 aircooled, 911 water-cooled, 928, 944, 914, 924, Macan, or
whatever…it’s likely that many of the subtleties registering
with you that make it your “favorite” are not consciously
registering! Think about that for a minute!? Happy
(subconscious) motoring!
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The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

©Porsche Cars North America, INC. Porsche Recommends seat belt usage and observation of all traffic laws at all times

The$heirs$to$over$60$years$of$racing$legacy.$$Divided$equally.$

Porsche(of(Farmington(Hills(
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