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On the Grid
By RSR President Tim Pott

Learning (the) Curve
Like most of our club’s membership I
consider myself to be an above average
driver, certainly as compared to the noncarperson general public. I have, after
all, driven a race car competitively and
served as an instructor at HPDE (high
performance driver’s education) events
for RSR and SEM (our neighbors to the east) PCA regions.
While I feel it safe to say that I am a reasonably competent
driver, it should be known that it was not always thus. Believe
it or not, I too had to learn.
Sixteen years old was the earliest a young Michigander
could get his or her driver’s license. Informal training, prior
to getting a state license, had come mainly in the form of
driving go-karts with my buddies and taking the wheel of
our family sedan from the hands of a tolerant parent or an
irresponsible, older sibling. As the rite of passage of getting
a license approached, public schools would provide a formal
driver’s education program (in a classroom as well as behind
the wheel) in order to prepare us for our final driving test
with some poor, nervous, semi-retired cop at the local
Secretary of State’s office.
On my way to take my behind-the-wheel test, my mom,
sensing my nervousness, assured me that everything would
be just fine. I was a good driver and I should just relax. These
words assured me and I kept them running through my head,
“just relax, relax, everything will be just fine”. Even though
my examiner had a gruff and curt demeanor, I continued to
run the words through my head like a mantra, “just relax”.
He guided me through the road test and upon returning to
the Secretary of State’s office he pronounced, “Well, you did
everything perfectly except for one detail. So I’m going to
have to flunk you.” I was shocked and stunned; whatever
could I have done wrong? He then informed me that my fatal
error was not keeping my hands at the ten o’clock and two
o’clock positions on the steering wheel. In my efforts to “just
relax”, I had allowed my left arm to rest on the driver’s door
armrest so that my left hand was actually at the eight o’clock
position. While this might seem like a minor infraction to you
and me, to this cop rules were rules!
The embarrassment of flunking my test was bad enough
(I was the only one of my peer group to have done so up to
this point), but I had made the situation even worse by letting
all my friends know the exact date of the test. I had even
made plans for various parentless driving excursions that
very night! Now mortified, I had to explain to my buddies

how I had screwed up. Little did I know at the time that
this was not the end of what was to become an extremely
humiliating rite of passage.
After an excruciating waiting period, a second
appointment at the licensing bureau arrived. This time I got
an even grumpier guy than before. My “just relax” mantra
was nowhere close to my conscious thought. I was truly tense
and nothing Mom could say would relax me. White-knuckled
hands firmly gripped the wheel at the ten and two positions
on the steering wheel as grumpy-guy directed me through
the course. On the last turn of the last leg of my second test,
I narrowly escaped what could have been a nasty accident. I
had been at a stop light waiting to make a left turn at a busy
intersection. I don’t recall if the oncoming car was speeding
or my nerves had gotten the better of me but grumpy tester
guy had to yell “Stop!” as I had begun my left turn directly
into the path of an oncoming car. “Didn’t you see that guy?!”
my tester growled angrily. I guess I hadn’t; he seemed to
have appeared out of nowhere. Regardless, I did not have to
ask, I knew I had flunked again. I now had become the sole
member of a very exclusive group who had flunked not one,
but two driver’s tests. I was the only guy anyone knew or had
ever heard of who had accomplished this feat.
The third time was indeed a charm. Not only was my
examiner pleasant and kind but he seemed to possess some
innate skill in recognizing pure, driving genius. It is also
possible that he was aware that my two prior testers were
nasty, mean men. Whatever. After going about two blocks I
was instructed to turn around and go back to the office. I had
passed. He signed my papers, handed them to me and told
me I was “just fine!”.
I’ve often thought about that humbling experience as I’ve
instructed both young, first-time street drivers, as well as
more experienced but new to HPDE-event drivers. Humility
on the part of the student and patience on the part of the
instructor is absolutely key. Nobody learns quickly when
either student or instructor is on edge. The learning process
takes time and is never really over, and there are always ways
to improve.
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EXPERT PORSCHE SERVICE • DEDICATED PORSCHE TECHNICIANS
MORE THAN 120 YEARS COMBINED PORSCHE EXPERIENCE
SERVING RALLY SPORT REGION FROM THE VERY BEGINNING
Briarwood Mall

669 State Circle

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088
w w w.arbormotion.com/rennstatt
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State Street

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.

RSR Calendar of Events
The July RSR Club Meeting has been canceled
July 9 (Tues.): Drivers’ Education Event at Waterford Hills (see page 14)
July 20 (Sat.): Yankee Air Museum & B-25 Ride -Host Peter Grant (see article on page 14)
August 6 (Tues.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth
August 17 (Sat.): Garage Tours -- Hosts: Tim Pott
August 23-24 (Fri.-Sat.): Drivers’ Education Event at
Waterford Hills (see page 15)

September 8 (Sun.): Picnic at Sandhill Soaring Club
-- Hosts: Dave Finch, and Peter Grant (details to follow)
September 10 (Tues.): Drivers’ Education Event at
Waterford Hills (see page 15)
September 14 (Sat.): Frankenmuth Car Show -Hosts: Charlie Brown III & Kevin Kral (details to
follow)
October 12 (Sat.): Fall Color Tour -- Hosts: Stewart
& Sally Free
November 3 (Sun.): Polar Bear Run -- Host: Sebastian Gaeta

Other Events of Interest
July 12 (Fri.) 2 pm - 10 pm.: Rolling Sculpture Car
Show downtown Ann Arbor (see ad on page 20)
July 13 (Sat.) 9:00 am - 11:00 am: Saturdays at
Rennstatt/ArborMotion (see ad on page 29)
July 19– 21 (Fri. – Sun.): 2019 Pittsburgh Vintage
Grand Prix (see ad on page 22)
July 20 (Sat.) 7:30 am – 9:00 am: Cars & Coffee at
Zingerman’s Roadhouse (see ad on page 29)
July 26-28 (Fri. -- Sun.): Councours d’Elegance at St.
John’s (see ad page 21)
July 26 – 28 (Fri. – Sun.): Maumee Valley Region
HPDE at Grattan (see ad on page 23)

August 2 (Fri.) 6:30 pm: Caden’s Full Throttle event
at Zingermans’ Cornman Farms, Dexter (see ad on
page 19)
August 17 (Sat.) 7:30 am – 9:00 am: Cars & Coffee at
Zingerman’s Roadhouse (see ad on page 29)
August 10 (Sat.) 9:00 am - 11:00 am: Saturdays at
Rennstatt/ArborMotion (see ad on page 29)
August 24 (Sat.): Porsche Palooza in Carmel, Indiana
(see ad on page 12)
September 14 (Sat.) 9:00 am - 11:00 am: Saturdays
at Rennstatt/ArborMotion (see ad on page 29)
September 21 (Sat.) 7:30 am – 9:00 am: Cars & Coffee at Zingerman’s Roadhouse (see ad on page 29)
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.

W. 11 Mile Rd

d Riv

Halsted Rd.

Gran

er Av

e.
Grand River Ave.

W. 10 Mile Rd.

Haggerty Rd.
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

Membership
Current Membership 517*

* Includes 318 Primary Members

Welcome New Members
Shari Kennett
Ann Arbor, MI
2018 Panamera Turbo

Michael Levich
Dearborn, MI
1992 Amazon Green 968
Cabrio

Paul McClorey
Howell, MI
1985 Red 944

Jim Napiorkowski Jr.
Romulus, MI
2018 Midnight Blue
Macan GTS

Member Anniversaries
Gary & Carolyn Starin . .................... 34
Tom & Lynda Bliznik......................... 28
Jim & Liz Christopher....................... 26
Steve & Mary Shanks....................... 26
Peter & Dara Church........................ 22
Robert & Sharon Curry..................... 22
Elliott & Wendy Wagenheim............ 22
Dan Hudson & Jona Kirts-Hudson.... 20
Stewart & Sally Free......................... 17
Dan & Hope Gaulin.......................... 17
Steve & Jean Howorth..................... 15
Tom Bloom & Beth Trollman............ 14

Bonnie & Ted Francis........................ 14
Eric & Kristin Gedeon....................... 13
Al & Claire Utter............................... 13
Nick Priest........................................ 11
Richard Chang & Tonya Kneff-Chang.. 9
Jon Heidorn & Deb Kop...................... 9
Mike & Kiyomi Wenners..................... 9
Sig & Kristina Kristiansen.................... 6
John Loomis....................................... 5
Gary & Sue Sikkema........................... 5
Dave & Coleen Thurston.................... 5
Christopher Bahlman & Alex Pratt..... 4

Marvin & Candy Quezada.................. 3
Matthew Romano.............................. 3
Randy & Annie Stephens................... 3
Steven Upton..................................... 3
James Hoyt......................................... 2
Jeff Walters........................................ 2
Sam & Jenny Jalet.............................. 1
Tom Yurmanovic................................. 1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter.
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-2277854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA
national.
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You might not race in the Cup
series, but if you’re a great
driver, you need great insurance.

FINN’S J M & J
INSURANCE

Great driver,
great insurance.

ANN ARBOR • 734.668.4050
FinnsIns.com

MARTIN TRUEX JR
2017 NASCAR Cup Series Champion

™

Furniture Row trademarks used with permission. “Martin Truex Jr.” is a registered trademark of Martin Truex Jr LLC d/b/a MTJ Motorsports.
His name and/or likeness are used under license by MTJ Motorsports. Toyota trademarks used with permission. Bass Pro Shops® is a
registered trademark of Bass Pro Intellectual Property, L.L.C. Tracker® is a registered trademark of Tracker Marine, L.L.C. 5-HOUR ENERGY
and the Running Man Designs are registered trademarks.
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The 944 Chronicles
By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

The month of June is highlighted by several important annual events, the RSR Grattan DE, the 24 Hrs of Le Mans, and
of course Father’s Day all of which occurred on the same
weekend. As a father of four adult children, I of course,
chose spending Father’s Day with my children (or at least
some of them) here in Detroit since none of them have any
interest whatsoever in going to Grattan to watch Dad have
fun in his old Brown Porsche or travelling to France with
Dad to watch Dad watch a bunch of stickered up GT cars
driving around in circles in the French countryside for 24
hours.
What I had originally planned on doing for Father’s Day
was to take my teenaged son Adam to the Extreme Experience Supercar event at the M1 Concourse track in Pontiac
and then head back home for some grilling and valve lashing on the MG with his brother Chris. Adam was scheduled
to drive a 911 GT3 and a Nissan GTR not only because they
are cool cars but at 6’3” he’s too tall to fit into any of the
Italian wonder rides, at least according to the Extreme Experience website. Unfortunately, the M1 trip went on rain
delay, postponed actually until August at MIS so I’ll have
to wait until then to tell you how that all goes. The grilling
was a success though as was the valve lashing of the MG
which was celebrated with congratulatory drive followed by
a Guinness or two.
As an aside I’ll add that another plus for Porsche is they
design cars that can be driven comfortably by 95th+ percentile humans like my son. His brother Chris is 6’4” so no,
Adam is not a genetic anomaly, at least not in my household. In fact, the 944 is a comfortable fit for all of us, with
more than enough leg room and seat travel for any of us
to get comfortable in it, even a shorty like me at 6’1”. Yet
another plus for the 944, it likes tall people, but only in the
front seats.
Obviously, I did not go to the Grattan for the weekend
to introduce the 944 to off camber turns, the jump, or
top speed humiliation on Grattan’s fabulously long front
straight. Sunday was spoken for so Saturday gave me an
opportunity to enjoy at least a portion of the Circuit de la
Sarthe classic. Since I don’t use Apps, and my Direct TV is
very limited in channel content, watching the entire race or
any portion of it was limited by my own unwillingness to
spend any sort of cash to do so. Fortunately, Ford racing did
provide a YouTube livestream race commentary for the entire race along with continuous onboard camera feeds from
inside each of the 4 Ford GT’s competing in the LM GTE Pro

class. For those of you who aren’t up to speed on the latest Le Mans classifications the LM GTE class is populated
by Ford GT’s, Corvettes, BMW M8s, Aston Martins, and of
course 911’s
The commentary was excellent and covered the entire
race, and not just the Fords, so I was basically able to listen
to a radio broadcast of the entire race over my laptop as I
ambled around the house and garage working on various
projects, the Porsche included. A Ford won the amateur LM
GTE class, at least until the French officials decided otherwise and gave the win to a Porsche, and Ferrari won the
Pro LM GTE class with a Porsche coming in second. Predictably of course, at least for me, listening to Le Mans all
day got me thinking about how the 944 or its initial predecessor was first introduced to the general public. That
was of course the 1981 Le Mans 24-hour race when the 924
GTP-944 LMs made their first public appearances complete
with the now iconic 944 box fenders and not yet introduced

1981 Porsche 924 GTP-944 LM (944 prototype)
turbocharged engines. This is one of those cars:
I don’t think most car gals and guys realize the 944 started life as a Le Mans Race version of the 924 turbo before it
was introduced as a production vehicle for the 1982 model
(944 from page 19)
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You know Munk's.

But do you know about

Vintage Munk's?

Restorations since 1969

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan

service@munks.com
248-335-5424
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Classic in the making.

At Porsche of Ann Arbor, your air-cooled Porsche is in good hands.
Meet Danny Young

Porsche Gold Meister Technician
Porsche Club member and veteran technician Danny Young has worked at Porsche of Ann
Arbor for more than 27 years, and enjoys weekend autocross events in his Boxster S as well as
coaching his son in racing. Danny’s love of air-cooled engines began when he learned to
maintain his first car, an air-cooled '76 Volkswagen Beetle. Since then, he’s continually trained
with the best to become a Gold Meister Technician. Let Danny handle your classic or
air-cooled Porsche service for peace of mind that your car is in the hands of the best.

PREMIER
Porsche Dealer

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State St.
PorscheAnnArbor.com

RSR at the Yankee Air Museum
SAVE THE DATE -- July 20, 2019

Join us again this year as we take another “ride” in a piece
of World War II History…the Yankee Warrior. Of the famed
Jimmy Doolittle raid “30 Seconds Over Tokyo”, this B-25 is
a “D” model that flew 9 combat missions during the war.
The first flight will take off at 12:30, and I’m hoping that
we will be able to fill it twice, with the second flight going
at 1:30.
14

Details of a meeting place and drive will follow, but for
those who wish to fly, we have 14 places to fill, so please
RSVP to me…only if you are certain you intend to fly. After
14, I will start a waiting list. Once you have RSVP’d, send
your checks to Burghard Linn (5248 Milroy Lane, Brighton,
MI 48116) made out to RSR. Those not flying but wishing to take part in the event will have free admission to
the museum and access to the B-25 and other warbirds in
their hanger location across the airfield.
We will also do a photo shoot with the B-25. Those who
had their Porsche (or other car) pictured with the B-17 in
the background last year will be eager to add one with the
B-25 this year. The cost for the photo will be $75 payable
on the day of the flight. Only those who pay to do an individual shoot with the B-25 will be included in the group
shot done as the last picture of the day.

Around The Zone
By Lori Schutz
Zone 4 Representative

My month started off at
the Maumee Valley Derby
Party on May 3rd, hosted
by the Germain Porsche
Dealership in Ann Arbor.
There were mounds of
goodies to eat, highlighted
by the creative horse
Derby Day with Laura Valentine and tulip cookie lollipops
from Maumee Valley Region
designed and created by
Laura Valentine. Most of us contributed to the charity by
selecting our choice for the Derby Winner to share the
50/50 prize. At the end of the ‘green-white-checker’ race
that most horse races are – haha NASCAR humor, many
of us thought we were to share the pot. Then with the
reversal turns out only one winner. Blocking – really?
The next week I
traveled to Warsaw, IN
to visit with the Michiana
Region for their monthly
meeting on May 8th. I
was pleased to be their
speaker and tell the story
of My Journey with my
Dad, Peter Schutz. I was
almost in tears when I saw At Michiana Region meeting with
Russ.
that Russ had arrived in
the T-shirt from last year’s Parade Zone 4 party, sponsored
by Munks Motors. Very touched.
Then I was off to Los Angeles
to meet several friends for an
event called Luftgekühlt, Luft for
short, on May 10th. Founded by
Porsche factory driver, Patrick
Long, this started a few years
ago with 30 cars in a parking
lot. Each year the number of
Porsche cars on display and the
crowd has increased. This year, Patrick Long, founder of
Luft, with your Zone 4 Rep
on the back lot of Universal

Studios, we found over 300 Porsches parked on display
attended by over 6,000 fans. Great day for sure.
Then back home to Mid Ohio Sports Car Course for
our Zone’s Porsche Club Race
event. A bit of a twist this year.
Mid Ohio Region hosted the
Club Race in conjunction with
Northern New Jersey Region’s
Driver Education event. What a
great success. We got a better
date for the Club Race, and NNJR
got a full field. Vicki Earnshaw,
our Steward, led the driver’s
meeting for the club race. We
had almost dry weather, only
a few showers. Could this
be a successful format going
forward?
MId Ohio President and Club
Race chair Chip Henderson
with PCA Club Race Steward
Vicki Earnshaw at the Drivers’ Meeting

My Month of May ended as per my family tradition at
the Indianapolis 500, with a full weekend of fun at and
away from the track with my brothers, cousins, nephews,
niece and friends.

See you soon --- Lori
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Annual Grattan High Performance Drivers’ Education
Story by Mike O’Rear Photos by Burghard Linn and Glenn Trapp

With a cool and wet spring weather expectations were
more than a little guarded as Rally Sport Region’s annual
Grattan Raceway event rolled around on the weekend
of June 14-16. Nevertheless, the event sold out with 30
instructors and 82 students, no doubt due to the event’s
reputation as well organized, safe and focused on friendly

Tom Krueger, in addition to his normal
duties as Registrar and Instructor, provided and grilled burgers and brats for
Friday’s trackside lunch and dinner.

fun. And the weather turned out to be perfect for driving
-- cool and dry.
Special thanks to everyone who helped make this event
very successfull.

From left to right -- Nichole Mather,
Trisha Duffy, Tonya Kneff and Rich Chang
welcomed each participant and properly
registered them for the weekend.

Christian Maloof (left) introduced famous driving coach
Ross Bentley -- once again
making the Grattan event
unique in the area if not the
nation.

Nick Pott of ArborMotion was on hand
to help with tech Inspections and assist
with any car problems.
Matt Huber and son Zach shared their Porche 968.

Saturday night dinner’s ambiance was definitely
“tracky” but the food was fabulous and plenty.
16

Caymans are rapidly becoming the “track tool” of choice.

John Thomson brought his track prepared 911 for the
weekend.

A huge table full of door prizes were raffled off at
the Saturday night dinner.

Whoa!! -- David Bates Porsche 944 Turbo returned to
Grattan, but this time owned and piloted by Estella Wo

Nicholas Mazzocchi in his Black 2005 Carrera S follows
Curt Groelsma in his 2004 Carrera C4.

Thanks to these generous sponsors who help make this event possible.
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Heritage Matters
Heritage. it’s a big concept.
A company does not simply stumble upon its heritage. A company's heritage
is earned over years of dedication to that on which it was founded. Munk’s
Motors was founded on our passion for European vehicles. Our single pursuit
was to earn the loyalty of like-minded drivers. We concentrated our efforts
towards delivering quality service, every time.
Our mission, quite simply, is to build positive client relationships through
educated, informed problem diagnosis and clear communication of vehicle
service issues and their proposed solutions, to fulfill our obligation to perform
our services to the best of our abilities.
Munk’s has steadfastly continued to service European cars for 50 years. And
with the strength of our partnership with Bosch Car Service, we bring you the
highest standards of service, quality, and precision parts for your imported car.
We're excited about the future of Munk’s Motors and are proud to continue our
mission and remaining dedicated to preserving the spirit in which we started.

Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center
18

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

(944 from page 11)

year. Sort of a road car turned racecar turned road car. It
was successful too. In fact, the number 1 “Boss” car finished 7th overall, 3rd in the GTP class behind two GTP class
Rondeau M379C’s which by the way were pure prototypes
like the Porsche 936/81 which placed first overall that year
just ahead of them. The only “911” that finished ahead of
the 944 LM was the 4th placed Cooke-Woods 935 K3 (sort
of a 911 but with some “minor” body modifications and a
little extra turbo boost) with an overall average race speed

of 187.8 km/hr vs. 183.6 km/hr for the 7th placed 944 LM
factory entry. Not bad for a modified, flared fender, water-cooled, turbocharged 4-cylinder Volkswagen. Porsche
seemed to think so too. Assuming you are of the correct
vintage maybe you remember this advertisement?
Granted the turbo engine did not appear until 1986, but
the 944’s pedigree and performance history speaks for itself. A top ten finisher at Le Mans before becoming a wildly
successful production sports car. That’s unique, that’s the
944.
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THE MAUMEE VALLEY REGION
PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

MVR.PCA.ORG

BACK THIS YEAR BY POPULAR DEMAND...

LADIES ONLY RUN GROUP!
to be included in Friday’s track schedule

Presents Our Fifth Annual

HPDE at GRATTAN RACEWAY
Friday July 26Th, Saturday July 27Th, & Sunday July 30Th
This 3-Day High Performance Drivers’ Education is Being Held at
Challenging Grattan Raceway, Belding, Michigan
(just Northeast of Grand Rapids)

There will be run groups for all levels of driver experience. Instructors will be assigned to novice and
beginner drivers. The event is open to all makes of cars and you need not be a PCA member to participate.
This event promises plenty of open track time to focus on increasing your driving skills. Don’t miss this
opportunity to drive your performance car on track, in a safety conscious, controlled environment.

For More Information and to Register:
Tony Calabrese - 419-340-8759
thetony888@gmail.com
Todd Mierzwiak - toddm79861@aol.com
Craig Zenil - zman911@bex.net

go online to: CLUBREGISTRATION.NET
or scan this QR code with your smartphone
to be taken directly to the registration page.
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz
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Using Telemetry
Road & Track recently began a new use of graphics in their
road tests that involves a graph from an on board data telemetry gathering tool. There are several available tools on
the market such as Datalogic and Traqmate. I have friends
who regularly use both of these units. These in-car devices
mount on the dash and measure car performance using
a GPS receiver and an accelerometer. The device stores
time and G load factors to measure lap times and cornering,
braking and acceleration forces. The magazine articles use
the graph data not only to compare lap times but to compare relative performance between cars. The data literally
breaks down the performance of the car foot by foot around
a whole lap of the track. I own the grand daddy of those
devices, the G Analyst by Valentine Research, made back in
1988 for under $400. It could plot the same parameters but
with manual stop/start rather than GPS input. The unit was
given to me by a church friend who works for GM. They
stopped using it in their testing as more sophisticated testing equipment was developed. I wanted it just as a piece of
nostalgia and I have never used it.
Automotive data telemetry used to be the domain of
the automotive engineer and of highly funded race teams
such as Formula 1. Engineers would fit the car with multiple measuring devices such as accelerometers and timers
plus devices to measure rate of travel of suspension, engine
operation, rate of turning of the steering wheel plus wheel
speed measurements. Banks of computers were needed
to accumulate and interpret the data. The engineer could
determine the effect of changes to the car and assist the
driver in optimizing speed and lap times. The data engineer became a critical role in a successful race team. Data
acquisition evolved into data feedback as engineers could
modify the cars performance on the fly. Systems became so
sophisticated that engineers could computer model race car
performance and predict not only lap times but shift points,
brake points, suspension loads and could feed back to the
car modifications to traction control systems to maximize
performance. It had almost reached the point that engineering input had more influence on car performance than
driver input had. In 2003 Formula 1 banned the two way
telemetry to put car performance back in the hands of the
drivers. But the importance of telemetry has not changed.
Advances in micro computing, specifically in automotive
engine and handling computers, plus the advances of micro
GPS devices for cell phones, have made the type of telemetry once the domain of high priced race teams now afford-

able to the everyday enthusiast. What does this mean to
the non-racer? Even though lap timers are discouraged in
driver education events to keep the emphasis on learning
and not competition, the data acquisition device can improve driving technique.
Rather than focus on speed and time in seconds, I like to
look at the graphs peaks and valleys as well as the smoothness of the transition of G forces. I also look for the consistency of the tracings between laps. Hitting the same high G
loads of braking and acceleration indicates a driver’s skill in
smooth brake application and smooth gas pedal application.
Hitting the same peak speeds can also indicate an effective
cornering line that maximizes the mechanical grip of the
car. Smooth transition lines in the corners indicate smooth
steering input and balancing weight transfer effectively.
Sharp deviations in the lines might indicate where the level
of tire adhesion has been exceeded either with wheel lock
up, wheel spin or loss of grip in under steer or over steer.
Smooth is fast and consistency is skill and the data acquisition doesn’t lie about either factor. As a learning tool, data
acquisition totally beats the seat of the pants feel. Today’s
performance cars react almost faster than the human brain
can decipher. Certainly the data acquisition tool can collect and save data more effectively than the human brain.
And the data produced can be interpreted without the requirement of an engineering degree. The day is quickly approaching where such a data acquisition tool becomes an
integral part of a driver’s education event. I have been to an
event that had such tools available for rent by students. For
the serious racer it is almost a mandatory tool. The hot lap
timer is a thing of the past. Tomorrow’s data acquisition tool
may be as simple as your cell phone. Three apps, Harry’s
Lap Timer, Track Addict and Dynolicious are already available for a fraction of the cost of current tools. It is a brave
new world for using technology to improve driving skill.
Tom Fielitz
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Around The Zone
By Lori Schutz
Zone 4 Representative

The saying in PCA is “It’s not just the cars, it’s the people”
rings true for all of us. Sometimes, though, it IS about the
cars. The first weekend of June, the Indycars and IMSA
series come to Belle Isle in Detroit, MI, and PCA hosts a Car
Corral on the island. We had a record crowd of 50 Porsches
with over 85 people in the police-escorted caravan from
The Henry Hotel in Dearborn to the Island on Saturday
morning, stopping traffic, including all the Corvettes, as
they drove by into their place on the access roads. The
total number of Porsches in the corral on Saturday was 96
– difficult to catch in a single photo – I tried. We had a
record-breaking crowd in our hospitality tent from 18 PCA
regions. Thanks to all who came out to join us, stay tuned
for next year – we’ll do it again.
MotorStadt held an autocross at Corrigan Oil Speedway
in Lansing MI on June 22nd. Significant to me was that,
this was the site of my very first autocross in 1984 driving

26

Rick Riley’s Gulf Blue 1975 Carrera. I was so nervous, my
hands were sweating so badly that the steering wheel had
white salt marks in it at the end of the day! And I set
“slow time” of day. A bit more experienced this year, I
joined the rest of the crowd mid-pack. At the end, Don
Dickman handed out trophies, and all had a great time
As you are attending events across our Zone, think
about getting more involved in your club. Have new
ideas? Volunteer to help out in the planning for the next
event, be it social, tour, autocross, DE – we like new ideas
and want to get more of our members to participate. And,
think about attending a event that is new to you. Get out
and enjoy your Porsche!
Several regions have Porsche dealerships hosting the
launch of the new Macan, did you go? Please support
our dealerships! Most are great sponsors of our event
throughout the year. Stop in and take a look, and be sure
to introduce yourself as a PCA member and say thank you.
And finally, mark your calendars for August 9th at a
theater near you, the release of the movie “The Art of
Racing in the Rain. If you haven’t read or listened to the
book, I highly recommend doing so.
See you soon --- Lori

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, June 4, 2019

Tim Pott: President.................................................Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President....................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary..................................Absent
Mike O’Rear............................................................Present
Kevin Kral................................................................Present

Jim Dowty: Insurance Chair.....................................Absent
Christian Maloof.....................................................Present
Dan Kantrow............................................................Absent
Jeremy Goddard......................................................Present
William Rogers.........................................................Absent

Members & Visitor Present: Dru Huber, Matt Huber, Glenn
Trapp, Greg Mercier, Phil Mather, Vigen Darian, Lynda Wolf,
Charlie Brown, Eric Gedeon, JD Layson, Linda Makris, Tom
Shaver, John McIver, Stephan Moeller, Conrad Zumhagzen,
George Gilligan, Joe Conen, Jon Heidorn, Ian Scott, Dan
Monahan, and David Finch.

Newsletter: Mike requested all material be in on June 23rd
for the Bahn Stormer.

Call to Order: Tim Pott called the meeting to order at
7:08PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.
President’s Report: Ted Dunham passed away at 86 and
was a very active SEM member. Tim is looking to get
more cars for Rolling Sculpture and will pass along the
opportunity to Maumee Valley on June 7th.
Meeting Minutes: May meeting minutes were reviewed.
Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Burghard reviewed the May financial
report. Motion: To approve report passed. Tax returned
for nonprofit filed. REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is
available to any RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to
Burghard Linn (burghard.linn@gmail.com).
Insurance Report: No report.
Advertising Report: No report.
Membership: Glenn reported that the club membership is
down to 315 members.
Track Report: Christian reported that the May Waterford
DE was as sell out event. He also shared positive feedback
from a new driver to our group about our DE’s. They signed
up for Grattan already. There is great financial support for
the Grattan Event. Ross Bentley will be in attendance again.
Nick Pott from Rennstatt will be at Grattan for support
again.

Website: No report.
Events Committee: Dru and Matt Huber reviewed the
following list of events (more details in the newsletter)
● June 8: Flash Drive form Meijer on Jackson Road to the
Salt Brewery in Saline
● Jun 29: Drive to the Air Zoo. Host: Charlie Brown III
● Jul 12: Rolling Sculpture Event. Host: Tim Pott
(designated area just for RSR this year).
● Jul 20: Yankee Air Museum B-25 Ride. Host Peter Grant.
$371/person payable to Burghard
● Aug 17: Garage Tour. Host: Tim Pott
● Sep 8: Soaring Event/Picnic. Host: Dave Finch (rain date
15th)
● Sep 14: Frankenmuth Car Show. Host: Charlie Brown III
● Oct 12: Color Tour
● Nov 03: Polar bear run
● TBD: Michigan Theater event. Dru is checking into
renting the theater.
● TBD: Winter House Tour.
● Dec TBD: Holiday Party
● TBD: Bourbon Tour
(Check updates on the Calendar of Events, page 7)
New Business: Joe Conen brought up the club looking into
getting a group discount on hybrid HANS devices. Also
looking for someone to sponsor going to the St. Johns
Concourse – Contact Matt Huber
Old Business: None
Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at
7:43 PM. Minutes taken by: Kevin Kral, Board Member
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CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE
2001 Porsche 911 Carrera 4 3.6 Coupe (996): 6-Speed
Manual Transmission, AWD. VIN: WP0AA29911S620845.
109,305 Miles. This C4’s body and paint are in excellent
condition, as it is mechanically. The original 3.4L engine was
replaced at 84k miles with an 80k mile 3.6L VarioCam Plus
engine from a similar model, with all matching modules,
sensors, etc., and a new & improved IMS bearing – increasing both reliability and power (from 300 to 320 hp, torque
from 258 to 273 lb-ft). It has been driven 25k miles since
then, with oil & filter changes every 5k miles. The clutch
and flywheel (dual mass, as OEM) were replaced in 2018,
with a new crankshaft oil seal, engine mount, spark plugs
and a new door lock actuator. Front seat covers were recently replaced, and the interior hard trim (center console,
etc.) was professionally refinished. A clean Carfax (with
history since new, some service records and only one minor incident) is available. All records & receipts since 8/16
are included. $19,500. Contact Conrad at 734-645-5778 or
email Conrad@SellYourSportsCar.net (07/19)
1993 Porsche 968 Cabriolet: “Barn Find” 3.0L L4 16V DOHC
16V M44/43 Variocam Engine Six Speed Manual
Transaxle
VIN: WP0CA296XPS840217
63,316 Miles. This 968 is a
true “barn find”, having
lived in a dry, heated one since it was inherited in 2014.
It has been driven during the trip to get a new convertible
top installed. It is one of only 414 North American cabriolets built that year, and has never been driven in winter
or bad weather. Its Guards Red exterior has clear protective film applied to the front end & mirrors. The Cashmere
leather seats and entire interior are in very good condition.
It is equipped with power seats, steering & brakes, ABS,
and has a newer Nakamichi audio unit with CD player. The
original tool roll and all books are included, as is a clean
Carfax (with no accidents or issues reported) and a clear
Michigan title. $16,900. Contact Conrad at 734-645-5778
or email Conrad@SellYourSportsCar.net for more pictures
and information. (06/19)
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1992 C2 Cabriolet: VIN: WP0CB2965NS460390 59k miles,
Guards Red/Tan, 5 speed manual, all original paint/panels,
rear seat delete, Boston Acoustics Pro speakers, upgraded

Porsche sport steering wheel
(original included), Odyssey
battery, Rennline battery
mount/switch. Top is like new
minimal discoloration to rear
window. Everything works as it
should except headunit is
crackly. Always garaged, no rust ever. Tools, books & tonneau included. Carfax clean and copy available by request.
Build codes include: C02 XD4 139 437 454 494 158 340
09991 Cassette-radio Blaupunkt Reno SQR 46 & amplifier.
Heated seats, power drivers seat. Porsche crests in color on
wheels, automatic speed control, Asking $45k obo. Ryan
Beekman 734-717-8547 or rabeekman@gmail.com (05/19)
2008 Porsche Cayenne Turbo: 87,500 miles. Overall in
very great shape inside and
out. New Rims and Tires
with Continental DWS tires.
Brakes were just changed,
Oil, Filter, Vacuum Pump,
Spark Plugs, Coils, and Coolant Thermostat. Feel free to
contact with any questions or seeing it. Please call 313363-6823 or email at info@williamabbe.com for more information. $20,999 (03/19)
OTHER ITEMS
Four Bridgestone Potenza
S02-A tires: 225/40 ZR18
front (datecode 4217) w/
3500 miles, 265/35 ZR18
rear (datecode 3915) w/ less
than 10 miles. All purchased within the last year, receipts
available. Tread depth 9 to 10/32nds. I thought they were
too noisy so I took them off. Noise turned out to be a bad
wheel bearing instead. Oops. Buy them cheap ($500) so
I don’t have to see the evidence of my mistake every time
I walk through the garage. Steve Gross, 248-946-2146 or
stevegross@ameritech.net. (05/19)
Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/19)

3rd Saturday of Every
Month
(April – Oct)

April 20, May 18, June 15, July 20, August 17,
September 14, October 19

All Cars & Enthusiasts Welcome!

For more information on Cars and Coffee –
jonheidorn@comcast.net

Join us at Zingerman’s Roadhouse
2501 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor

7:30am – 9:00am

Follow us on Facebook at Ann Arbor Cars and Coffee
This is Not A Rally Sport Region – Porsche Club of America Event
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From the Back Seat
By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant

Over this past weekend, I had the pleasure of attending
the Wings and Wheels event held at the Yankee Air Museum and realized that I had a love affair with airplanes
(especially WW I and WW II fighters) long before I became
a serious car guy. As a young boy, I continuously sketched
drawings of “futuristic” fighters…all jets by this point. I
even sent some of what I considered my best drawings to
Lockheed Aircraft and, amazingly, received a personal response encouraging me to continue to pursue my dreams
and to study aeronautical engineering when I attended college. Who know where that dream got derailed?
Thinking about my early passion for airplanes made
me wonder how my gearhead mentality came from. A
few seminal events come to mind…the first one being my
first car, a rusty 1954 Ford that I bought for $95 dollars my
freshman year in college. It lasted about a year before the
engine gave up the ghost and sat abandoned in a parking
lot for almost a year when a friend of mine totaled his 1955
Ford but still had the wreck. A quick deal was made, and
before long I had both cars at another friend’s workshop…
a very well-equipped place…and since this friend was
already a gearhead (I still remember the ‘48 MGTC over
in the corner), he agreed to help me swap engines. This
was my first real “wrenching” experience, and amazingly
we brought the ’54 back to life. Turns out the ’55 was a
stick shift (three-on-the-tree), and I wisely saved the trans,
clutch, and peddle assembly. I “outsourced” the job of converting the ’54 to stick shift to a local service station (remember those…they sold gas and did real car work too!)
and threw in a Hurst floor shifter I’d picked up along the
way. That job cost me a whopping $50, and I drove the snot
out of it until it go to the point where I was holding the
headlight buckets on the car with duct tape.
The next car of importance I remember was an Oldsmobile F-85, which I bought from the same friend who had
helped me swap engines in the Ford. Being already a diehard gearhead himself, he had already converted the standard transmission to a floor-based Hurst shifter…a 3-speed
with a non-synchro 1st gear, and thus I was introduced to
the art of double clutching. I could drop that baby into 1st
gear at 20MPH without so much as a “chunck”. I got so
good at it that one rider did not believe it was a non-synchro 1st gear. I let him drive the car and try to drop it into
1st with the car still moving (boy I had a lot of faith in those
gears!)…he believed! The car also had the 215CI aluminum
block V-8 that was popular as a transplant engine for lots

of British sports cars like the MG. It was a great little engine
that I think came stock with a 4-barrel (remember those?)
Carter AFB carburetor. Whatever it was, I converted it to a
big Holly four-barrel with progressive linkage. My “needfor-speed” was birthing.
The final car that cemented my initiation into gear headed-ness was a 1962 Corvette. While I commuted back and
forth from one of my college summer jobs, I kept noticing
it sitting abandoned and all by itself in a gravel parking lot.
I’m not sure how I found the information, but turns out it
had been repossessed and was just sitting there…the bank
wanted $800 for it! A loan was secured from my uncle (who
I was working for that summer) and I bought the car…I had
not seen it from any closer than 50 ft (the lot was fenced),
had not sat in it, and certainly not driven it. The bank gave
me the keys and gave me a ride to the car, whereupon I
started it up (yep, amazingly it started) and drove it home.
Talk about dumb luck and a lot of guts (more likely a lot of
naivety)! It turned out to be a great car that I wish I still
had. As luck would have it, another friend’s Dad also had a
’62 Corvette…a twin to my burgundy car. We used to “double-date” in the two cars, driving (aka: racing) side by side
in our “twin” Corvettes up and down Woodward Avenue at
a time when “cruising” that famed boulevard was popular.
I was totally hooked!
Many cars have followed…some good and some not-sogood…but at some point, for some period of time I loved
them all. Our illustrious president has correctly accused me
of changing cars about as often as I change my clothes…
perhaps a bit of an exaggeration, but not by much!
My favorite? From the past, a white 1969 Corvette
Coupe with T-Tops, factory side pipes, and a 350CI/350HP
11:1 compression V-8. Great sound, great speed…as long
as you didn’t want to turn in too much of a hurry, but I
wasn’t into track events yet. Or maybe the 1970 MGB that I
drove year-round for couple of years…not very fast and totally un-dependable, but with that special “British charm”
that you can only get with a Lucas electrical system. (You
know why the Brits like their beer warm, right? Because
they have Lucas refrigerators!) Or then again…oh to heck
with it! If it has four wheels and a motor, I probably love it.
Cheers!
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The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

©Porsche Cars North America, INC. Porsche Recommends seat belt usage and observation of all traffic laws at all times

The$heirs$to$over$60$years$of$racing$legacy.$$Divided$equally.$

Porsche(of(Farmington(Hills(

32

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT 63
SOUTHFIELD MI

