The Bahn Stormer

Volume XXIV Issue I -- January-February 2019

Photo by Stewart Free

Photo by Mike O’Rear

The Official Publication of the Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America

Contents
The Official Page.......................................................3
On the Grid...............................................................5
Calendar of Events....................................................7
Membership Page.....................................................9
Meadowbrook Hall Holiday Lights..........................11
Thanks to Germain..................................................13
944 Chronicles........................................................15
Ramblings from A Life With Cars.............................17
The Weight is Over..................................................18
Rally Sport Holiday Party.........................................20
Around the Zone.....................................................23
Meeting Minutes........................................... 25 & 27
Classifieds...............................................................28
From the Back Seat.................................................31
PORSCHE®, The Porsche Crest®,
CARRERA®, and TARGA® are
trademarks of Porsche AG

The Bahn Stormer
For Information or submissions
Contact Mike O’Rear
morear734@gmail.com
(Please put Bahn Stormer in the subject line)
Deadline: Normally by the end of the third
week-end of the month.
Material from the The Bahn Stormer may be reprinted
(except for ads) provided proper credit is given to the
author and the source.
For Commercial Ads Contact Mike O’Rear
mor734@gmail.com

Advertising Rates (Per Year)
Full Page: $650
Quarter Page: $225
Half Page: $375
Business Card: $100
Copy is the responsibility of the advertiser.

Advertisers
ARESCO, Inc.............................................................. 14
AutoMark Collision Center......................................... 8
Automotive Techniques............................................. 4
BMW Motorcycles of Southeast Michigan............... 10
Clem’s Garage for Storage........................................ 29
Clear Auto Bra.......................................................... 14
Copyrite Printing........................................................ 2
Finn’s J M & J Insurance........................................... 10
Four 20 IT................................................................. 29
Fred Lavery Porsche................................................. 30
JKD3 Consulting........................................................... 2
Munk’s..................................................................... 22
Porsche of Ann Arbor............................................... 16
Porsche of Farmington Hills..................................... 32
Rennstatt Racing (of ArborMotion).......................... 12
Vintage Munk’s........................................................ 26
Westgate Insurance................................................. 26
www.sellyoursportscar.net...................................... 29

Check out the latest news on our website
rsp.pca.org
Check out other PCA events at the Zone 4
website -- zone4.pca.org
2

Editor’s Note: These are the folks who print our newsletter.

The Official Page
2019 Rally Sport Region Officers
President
Tim Pott*
734-548-5378
Ann Arbor 48104
tcpott@gmail.com

Tech Chairperson
Tim Pott*
734-548-5378
Ann Arbor 48104
tcpott@gmail.com

Events Chairpersons
Matt, Dru & Zach Huber
810-225-8372
Brighton 48114
zdmhuber@yahoo.com

Immediate Past President
Rick Mammel
248-442-9008
Novi 48375
metalworks@ameritech.net

Track Registrar
Tom Krueger
313-570-2223
Shelby Twp. 48315
thomasjkrueger@gmail.com

Der Cranky Webmeister
Emmanuel Garcia
248-635-7655
South Lyon, 48178
rsppca@crankydriver.com

Vice President
Peter Grant*
734-604-1622
Ann Arbor 48104
pgrant@speakeasy.net

Track Chairperson
Christian Maloof*
734 646-2746
Ann Arbor 48104
cmmaloof @gmailcom

Other Board Members
Jeremy Goddard*
248-770-1654
Rochester Hills 48306
jeremy.goddard@gmail.com

Advertising Chairperson
Burghard Linn*
810-227-1223
Brighton 48116
burghard.linn@gmail.com

Insurance Chairperson
Jim Dowty*
734-717-1060
Ann Arbor 48108
jdowty3@gmail.com

Kevin Kral*
630-795-9924
Auburn Hills 48326
kevinjkral@gmail.com

Membership Chairperson
Glenn Trapp
810-227-7854
Brighton 48114
gtrapper@gmail.com

Archivist / Historian
Glenn Trapp
810-227-7854
Brighton 48114
gtrapper@gmail.com

Treasurer
Burghard Linn*
810-227-1223
Brighton 48116
burghard.linn@gmail.com

Bahn Stormer Editor
Mike O’Rear*
734-214-9993
Ann Arbor 48103
morear734@gmail.com

Secretary
Mary Ann Kantrow*
734-347-8544
Ann Arbor 48105
secretary@rsrpca.org

Social Media Coordinator
Valerie Roedenbeck Maloof
312-342-8222
Ann Arbor 48104
vmaloof@yahoo.com

Dan Kantrow*
734-395-6603
Ann Arbor 48105
spoiledpointers@gmail.com
William Rogers*
248-974-2455
South Lyon 48178
williamr91@aol.com
Zone 4 Rep
Lori Schutz
Southeast Michigan Region
scmink2@earthlink.net
* Denotes Board Member

3

4

On the Grid
By RSR President Tim Pott

Feeling Better?
I’ve often filled my column this time
of year with a bit of a “Bah Humbug”
theme. We all probably know by now
that various illnesses, both mental and
physical, are brought on or made worse
by the lack of sunlight. I can say with all
assuredness that I didn’t start to lose
my hair until I moved from California back to Michigan! We
live in a beautiful state but the beauty of the Great Lakes is
also the source for many of our cloudy winter days. So what
might we do to help ourselves get over the winter blahs? Mix
a large crowd of RSR members, an extremely generous host,
an equally generous spirit distributor (who happens to be an
RSR member), great food and music. That would be our 2018
Annual Holiday party!
This is the fourth consecutive year we have held this
event for the benefit of CS Mott Children’s Hospital and
each year it has been a resounding success. The response
and support provided by our membership is, to me, the
annual crowning accomplishment of Rally Sport Region. It
just plain feels great to be able to give back in a significant
way to our local community. Hospitals can be scary places,
especially for kids, many of whom have spent way too
much of their lives there. C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital staff
understands this better than anyone and works very hard
to try and normalize the holiday season for these kids and
their families. RSR club members’ attendance donation, in
the form of cash or unwrapped gifts, goes directly from the
party to Mott the very next morning. On Christmas Eve, the
gift store in the hospital is cleared out of its normal content
and gifts are laid out in place of the usual merchandise. Then
Christmas morning, kids and parents go to the store and pick
out their gifts. Just imagine how this event might brighten
an otherwise very difficult time for a family that is already
struggling with a sick child.
RSR Veep Peter Grant and I get the “feel-good” fun of
delivering the money and presents the morning after the
party to the hospital staff. Every year we’ve been graciously
assured that our donations represent one of the more
generous holiday contributions to hospital’s Child & Family
Fund ($3,600 in cash and an estimated $2,500 in toys).
But our generous donation as a club wouldn’t be possible
or nearly as significant without cooperation from other
individuals and entities in our Porsche Community.
Germain Porsche once again provided the perfect venue
for RSR members to gather and do what we do best: mingle,

make merry and bench race. Very special thanks goes out
to JP Lammers (GM), Rhiannon Stewart (event coordinator),
Jay Douglas and Eric Gedeon (super Porsche sales staff),
all of whom pulled out the stops once again to make our
membership feel welcome and jolly. I’m certain there were
other staff from Germain who worked behind the scenes to
help pull this event off and we are grateful to all of them.
We were once again treated with gift bags to take home
with us and a special women’s Porsche jacket was auctioned
off to raise more money which was added to our cash
donation. It’s rewarding to see that Porsche of Ann Arbor
has developed into such a welcoming organization with great
staff and a beautiful facility. Here’s proof that great people
and leadership can do very nice things for our community.
It is no surprise that Porsche of Ann Arbor has become our
“go-to” dealership when it comes to all things Porsche. Let’s
not forget that the same establishment also represents many
of our members’ “other” cars, such as Audi, VW and Honda.
Please consider visiting these fine folks and club supporters
when it comes time to purchase your next vehicle.
RSR members Brian Pizzuti and his lovely wife, Laura,
were on hand once again this year providing the bar for this
event at no cost to our club. Not only did Brian and Laura
provide the beverages, but they hired staff to tend the bar for
us as well! The money collected for the drinks was added to
the monetary portion of our donation to Mott.
But the party wouldn’t have been a success without
fabulous and generous guests! Thanks to all of those who
attended and supported this worthy cause. I look forward to
seeing all of you at upcoming events in the new year.
Cheers!

On the ends, Kevin Smith and Kate Hill from U of M
Community Relations with President Tim Pott &VP
Peter Grant.
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RSR Calendar of Events
January 19 (Sat.) 10:00-1:00: Time With Tim. Host: Tim
Pott at BMW of Southeast Michigan (see ad below)
February 6 (Wed.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth
March 6 (Wed.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth
April 2 (Tues.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s Cabin,
Plymouth

June 15-16 (Sat.-Sun.): Maumee Valley/Zone 4 Life is a
Highway event in Toledo, Ohio (see ad on facing page)
June 14-16 (Sat.-Sun.): Drivers’ Education Event at Grattan Raceway
July TBD 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s Cabin,
Plymouth
July 9 (Tues.): Drivers’ Education Event at Waterford Hills

May 3-5 (Fri.-Sun.): Traverse City Tour -- hosts the Hubers (see ad on facing page)

August 6 (Tues.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

May 7 (Tues.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s Cabin,
Plymouth

August 23-24 (Fri.-Sat.): Drivers’ Education Event at Waterford Hills

May 14 (Tues.): Drivers’ Education Event at Waterford
Hills

September TBD 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

June 4 (Tues.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s Cabin,
Plymouth

September 10 (Tues.): Drivers’ Education Event at Waterford Hills
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.

W. 11 Mile Rd

d Riv

Halsted Rd.

Gran

er Av

e.
Grand River Ave.

W. 10 Mile Rd.

Haggerty Rd.
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

Membership
Current Membership 501*
* Includes 311 Primary Members

Welcome New Members
Bennett Borsuk
Ann Arbor, MI
2018 Grey 911 GT3

Kenneth Grigsby Jr.
Melvindale, MI
2013 911 Carrera S

Alexander Nitsche
Ann Arbor, MI
2016 Blue Cayenne S
E-Hybrid

Samson Ng
Farmington Hills, MI
2003 Black 911
Carrera 4S

Greg Wayne
Farmington Hills, MI
2013 Agate Grey
Boxster S

Member Anniversaries
January Anniversaries:
Denis & Bethany Hall............................. 30.
Matt & Dru Huber.................................. 26
Greg & Deborah Peet............................. 19
Jim & Kari Dowty.................................... 17
Kurt & Hiroe Peterson............................ 15
Al & Marianne Gaulin............................ 13
Steve & Cynny Spencer............................ 9
William Casey........................................... 3
Rick Farrow.............................................. 3
Marcel & Nanette Cote............................ 2
Amy Phillips.............................................. 1
February Anniversaries:
Jim & Loretta Dunham........................... 32
Wally & Eve Haley.................................. 25

John & Bill Heider.................................. 25
Roy & Kay Retzlaff.................................. 24
Kevin & Dianne Spicher.......................... 24
Ken & Ann Dill........................................ 23
Gary & Maggie Hibler............................ 23
Tom & Jan Krueger................................. 23
John & Katerina Roumanis..................... 20
Wayne Ellis & Patricia Novak................. 16
Jeremy & Nicholas Goddard.................. 14
Robert & Sandra Avery.......................... 13
Roland & Kyle Heiberger........................ 12
Mark & Betty Schick............................... 12
Steven & Trevor Wild............................. 11
Vince Pernell.......................................... 10
Orgun & Saadet Guralp............................ 9
Conrad Zumhagen & Kathryn Stevens..... 9

Will Rogers & Katrina Bean...................... 8
Doug Wathen & Amanda Kachur............. 8
Rick & Joni Scherrer................................. 7
Phil & Nichole Mather............................. 6
Kenneth & Ian Thompson........................ 6
Scott & Jill-Maria Ferrier.......................... 5
George Lindquist...................................... 3
Greg Mercier............................................ 3
Arin Puckett.............................................. 3
Robert & Kim Brancato............................ 2
Maurizio Masullo..................................... 2
Doug & Collene Finn................................ 1
Gregg Matschke....................................... 1
Stephen & Lindsay Phillips....................... 1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter.
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-2277854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA
national.
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You might not race in the Cup
series, but if you’re a great
driver, you need great insurance.

FINN’S J M & J
INSURANCE

Great driver,
great insurance.

ANN ARBOR • 734.668.4050
FinnsIns.com

MARTIN TRUEX JR
2017 NASCAR Cup Series Champion

™

Furniture Row trademarks used with permission. “Martin Truex Jr.” is a registered trademark of Martin Truex Jr LLC d/b/a MTJ Motorsports.
His name and/or likeness are used under license by MTJ Motorsports. Toyota trademarks used with permission. Bass Pro Shops® is a
registered trademark of Bass Pro Intellectual Property, L.L.C. Tracker® is a registered trademark of Tracker Marine, L.L.C. 5-HOUR ENERGY
and the Running Man Designs are registered trademarks.
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A Trip Back In Time -- Meadowbrook Hall Holiday Lights
Story by co-host Zach Huber photo from Meadowbrook website

On December 1st, 52 RSR members descended upon Meadowbrook Hall in Rochester Hills for the first Holiday Lights
and Winter Nights self-guided tour. It was a misty, rainy afternoon, and a good time to get Porsche members together
as a kick-off to the holiday season and prelude to the Annual Rally Sport Region’s Holiday Party.
The event began with everyone meeting in the lobby of
the hall. Members started the tour by going downstairs to
the basement where a docent greeted everyone. There, a
little bit of the history of the owners of the house was given
as well as general rules for the tour.
Members then started down the hall to begin the tour
of the house where hot chocolate and other beverages
were available for purchase. The house has 110 rooms and
beautiful Christmas decorations adorned the halls as well as
all of the rooms. Fireplaces were lit and beautiful lighting
was found inside the house. Each room was decorated in
a specific theme done in a unique color palette. For one
such room, the ornaments that decorated it were sky blue
and gold while another room had red and silver ornaments.
There were many other color combinations specific to each
room. These decorations are rotated throughout the house
and changed each year.
The tour took approximately ninty minutes. Once the
tour of the house was done, a few members braved the
rainy elements and ventured outside to go down Santa
Claus Lane. There, they were able to tour the playhouse
given to the daughter for her 12th birthday. She was expected to manage it, one of her responsibilities being planning the budget for the house. This was meant for her to

practice for managing the care of the full-sized house. A
short walk from the playhouse was Daniel Dodge’s cabin,
named Daniel’s Cabin. This was a place where the only son
of John Dodge would go to escape to play with his toys and
where he cultivated his love for automobiles.
After completing the tour, many RSR members drove a
short way to downtown Rochester Hills to the Rochester
Mills Beer Company for dinner. Many thanks to Jessica and
Peter MacFarlane for this wonderful idea and planning such
a great place for dinner. Based on the positive feedback we
got from this event, we plan on continuing this next year,
maybe at a different house.
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EXPERT PORSCHE SERVICE 356 TO 991
3 DEDICATED PORSCHE TECHNICIANS
MORE THAN 100 YEARS COMBINED PORSCHE EXPERIENCE
SERVING RALLY SPORT REGION FROM THE VERY BEGINNING
Briarwood Mall

State Street

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.

669 State Circle

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088
w w w.arbormotion.com/rennstatt
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Special Thanks to Germain of Ann Arbor
Story by long-time member and Porsche racer Dave Finch

Some “way back” background. In March of 1971 I entered my first PCA autocross in Salt Lake City with my 1970
Porsche 914. In April I was new to the Ann Arbor area as a
transfer to the U of M Engineering School. That summer I
joined the PCA and competed almost every weekend in Detroit area events. By quick calculation that’s almost 47 years
ago. I became a customer of Howard Cooper VW long before the Porsche/Audi franchise existed. At Cooper’s I would
buy Type 4 VW parts that fit my 914 and get routine maintenance. I developed some good friends at the dealership
that are still around Ann Arbor to this day.
Within the VW umbrella, I have owned a Beetle, a Rabbit,
a Golf, a 914, two 914 race cars, a 944 race car, a 964 and an
Audi A4. I still have the race cars, the classic 964 and A4.
The Audi A4 is fantastic everyday transportation. It’s
quick, quiet, smooth, has excellent fuel economy, is great in
the snow and can carry four mature passengers. On the other hand, my Porsche 964 is noisy, stinky, a bit harsh, doesn’t
go out in the snow and is a little cramped with four passengers.
Well, back to the real story. I maintained the A4 with
Cooper/Germain at scheduled service intervals. They always provided excellent service, shuttle rides or a car when
appropriate. The few warranty issues were handled well
and to my complete satisfaction.
This next part is a bit embarrassing. Last spring on the
way to work I hit the mother of all potholes. It violently
launched the right front corner into the air. I was surprised
that the suspension remained attached. After settling on
the ground, the car immediately became very noisy. It had
high frequency vibrations in the floor, steering wheel, pedals and shifter. I figured for sure that I broke the exhaust
system, pushed the sub frame into the motor and/or broken
the motor mounts. We inspected it at RAETECH and could
not find any obvious damage. Based on the frequency of the
noise we concluded that it must be motor mounts possibly
compounded by damaging the balance shaft system. It was
that bad.
I figured my comprehensive insurance would cover this.
I was not so fortunate. AAA called it a collision requiring
a $500 deductable. How can you have a collision between
your tire and the road? Oh well, it’s only my second required deductable in 42 years. The garage door opening
was the other. I saved the big crashes for the race track. No
deductables as well as no coverage!
I set up an appointment with Germain to investigate and
repair the noise/vibration. They found and replaced the

damaged motor mounts. It was not an easy diagnosis because the motor mounts are very difficult to inspect. The car
fortunately required only right side suspension alignment.
In the interim I drove a 2018 model for a few days and it’s
another step forward in ride and performance from my 2011
A4.
The A4 was back and just didn’t seem right. I wasn’t
sure if I had been spoiled by the 2018 or if the new motor
mounts were a bit stiffer to reduce the possibility of future
damage. Over the next few weeks, I replaced the transmission mount, ran subjective comparative vibration tests with
other Audi A4s and finally concluded that the balance shafts
were out of time. I had further discussions with Germain
about the balance shaft issue. You can imagine what they
were thinking. “So you say the pot hole damaged the balance shafts?” I think their impression was that this old guy
was probably a bit off balance himself as well as having a
few screws loose! Little did they know that I had long- term
experience with balance shaft R&D both in racing and for
a major auto manufacturer. (Note: Balance shafts are an
integral subsystem of modern four cylinder engines. They
reduce vibrations and destructive loads transmitted to the
chassis and to the motor’s accessories. )
In reality, there is no definitive dealership test for balance
shaft condition. It’s not a common problem. That put the
Germain guys and me in a difficult spot. It’s an expensive
endeavor to check. After much discussion and reservation
we went after the balance shaft issue. I want to thank the
Germain staff and management for being patient and sorting through this with me. To name a few, Mike Davis service
manager, Joe Gruss service writer and Aaron Randles the
service tech. Aaron made his independent assessment and
dove into the suspected problem. Once the front of the motor was disassembled we got a chance to see the damage.
What a mess. The chain has been inexplicably stretched and
not able to properly control the shafts. It required replacing
the chain, and all three damaged guides. No one had ever
seen this type of failure before. Well, I can break anything
on a motor and have proven it many times over during my
racing carrier. The A4 is now perfect again. I‘m no longer
losing sleep trying to decide if I was just crazy/paranoid or
there really was a problem. I still think they don’t believe
me about the pothole damaging the balance shafts!
Again, my thanks to Germain of Ann Arbor for providing
great service and support to our RSR PCA and Porsche/Audi/
VW community.
13
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The 944 Chronicles
By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

944 Risk Management
It’s still winter project time (or slumber time) for your P car
depending on how you look at it. Since I’ve always viewed
the 944 as a work in progress, my winter to do list is what
we engineers call a living document. It’s never really complete. I think that is the nature of being an engineering type
hence the old adage “Shoot the engineer and start production.” With this mindset I’ve also noticed that over the last
few years I can break down my “historical to do” list for
the 944 into three categories “Chose to do”, Chose not to
do”, and finally “I had no choice but to do”. Not surprisingly the “had no choice” category was most often a direct
consequence of unfortunate choices on my part in the first
two categories subsequently requiring corrective actions in
the form of time, money, and an occasional trip to my local
Porsche Wizard. More on those “lessons learned” in another column.
I also like watching 1980’s films over winter break almost
as much as I like 944’s. One of my favorite Indiana Jones
lines in Raiders of the Lost Ark is “It’s not the years honey,
it’s the mileage.” And while that may be the case for some
things automotive, it’s not entirely true when it comes to
30 something year old cars (In my case a 1984 944). While
most of its metal parts are entirely capable of living the life
of an immortal with proper maintenance and limited mileage, the rubber and soft bits have all proven to possess a
definite, albeit unpredictable, shelf life. The need to replace
said soft parts typically occurs unexpectedly and always inconveniently in a variety of ways ranging from subtle leaks
and noticeable squeaks to spectacular pools of engine oil
on the garage floor. And I mean spectacular, way better
than the rear main seal leak on my MG Midget. This was
of course a consequence of a “chose not do” item from last
winter’s to do list.
My many vehicle inspections and field failure analyses
have repeatedly demonstrated that rubber and plastic components just do not last forever. Their durability is limited

and their time to failure is highly variable, so when in doubt,
change them out. Regardless of how good they may look,
they deteriorate over time, are highly sensitive to environmental inputs such as heat, light, and moisture, and their
failures are often the source of much more serious secondary failures. So, when shopping for a 30 something year car
like a 944 do not let cosmetics be your only guiding light.
For example, a well-preserved interior on a 30 something
year old 944 is fantastic and usually indicative of a life lived
mostly indoors away from the sun. Think dash cracks and
carpet fade or a lack thereof. Unfortunately, that same
pampered lifestyle is not a substitute for regular maintenance and replacement of powertrain and chassis rubber
and plastic bits including items such as engine seals, tires,
suspension bushings, and our beloved 944 timing belts.
When it comes to you purchasing a 30+ year old 944, no
service or delayed service on the part of a prior owner
equates to a mandatory service on your part no matter how
low the miles or how pretty the car. We have too many
“Hooptie” 944s out there already.
Never assume 34-year-old rubber and/or plastic seals,
lines, and other sundry parts are doing just fine, they aren’t.
Even their replacement parts will eventually become suspect due to normal wear, tear, use and abuse. So, starting
this year my annual winter “Choose to do” list will always
include a visual inspection and replacement, as required,
of all those sensitive little chassis and powertrain rubber
bits like CV boots, tie rod end boots, lower ball joint boots,
brake hoses, vacuum lines, coolant hoses, wires, etc. This is
a new/old item from my past which I always did on my race
cars before every race but for whatever reason chose not to
do with the 944 at all. Well, I chose not to do it until the car
suddenly became immobilized. Luckily no permanent damage was done but avoiding that type of risk in the future
is certainly worth the effort of regular inspection intervals
and replacement of those rubber and plastic parts from this
point forward.
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Classic in the making.

At Porsche of Ann Arbor, your air-cooled Porsche is in good hands.
Meet Danny Young

Porsche Gold Meister Technician
Porsche Club member and veteran technician Danny Young has worked at Porsche of Ann
Arbor for more than 27 years, and enjoys weekend autocross events in his Boxster S as well as
coaching his son in racing. Danny’s love of air-cooled engines began when he learned to
maintain his first car, an air-cooled '76 Volkswagen Beetle. Since then, he’s continually trained
with the best to become a Gold Meister Technician. Let Danny handle your classic or
air-cooled Porsche service for peace of mind that your car is in the hands of the best.

PREMIER
Porsche Dealer

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State St.
PorscheAnnArbor.com

Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Drivability
I predict drivability will be one of those terms that virtually
disappears from our descriptions of the virtues of our cars as
we transition to autonomous driving cars and the transition
from petrol to electric cars. Drivability is one of those loosely
defined and subjectively measured values to choosing and
enjoying our cars. Porsche has already declared that their
future does not include producing autonomous driving cars.
That should surprise no one since from the very beginning
of the company their cars were focused on entertainment in
driving and not simply transportation. That does not imply
that Porsche has abandoned their own distinct engineering
in covering car manufacturing trends. But recent headlines
point to an almost desperate reinventing of the major car
manufacturers. Ford and GM are abandoning traditional car
manufacture to focus on autonomous and electric vehicles.
The implication is that any manufacturer who doesn’t follow
suit risks becoming irrelevant and extinct. Many of us owners of traditional type cars say that is not for me. But in our
lifetime we will witness a change in cars almost as revolutionary as those original cars were to the horse and buggy era of
transportation.
The cars we own now are just evolutions of the past ten
decades or so. One of the constructs that drove the engineering process was to consider the vehicle operator and enhance their operating experience. Innovations such as electric starters, automatic transmissions and so on made driving
more convenient and at the same time made driving more
enjoyable, at least for some. Those who don’t enjoy driving look forward to the autonomous car. But drivability or
how the controls and feedback from those controls affect the
driving experience is often the only distinguishing characteristic that creates demand for a car and even perhaps brand
loyalty for a car. We are Porsche owners because we prefer
the drivability or feel of driving a Porsche. With engineering
cycles that require several years of development the manufacturers are all caught up in a mad rush to develop the next
car that we will be driving. What those cars will feel like to
drive may be totally different than what we drive today. It is a
huge gamble for Porsche to develop an electric sedan in the
Taycan when all market indices say it will be obsolete almost
as soon as it hits the marketplace.
Oddly enough, even though engineers might strive to deliver the same drivability across all models of Porsche it is inevitable that there are distinctions. I have experienced driving almost every model of Porsche and there were distinct

differences in drivability. I will admit there are some gaps
that probably will never be filled such as a GT3, GT1, and 918
to name a few. You can be sure much engineering effort was
spent on drivability on every Porsche that was developed. It
is pretty useless to design a car that is difficult or frustrating
to drive and yet we see examples of that every day. My nonPorsche vehicle fleet usually exhibited compromises that
made the vehicle less drivable at the cost of serving other
functions such as people or material hauling which required
a minivan or SUV. Indeed the exploding market for the SUV
has redefined what drivability means to the average driver.
As we approach the era of electric Porsches how will we
perceive the drivability of these cars? Will we accept a loss
of tactile feedback as just the cost of efficiency and progress?
Or will we be those Porsche owners who doggedly hang on to
their old models because they just don’t build them like they
used to?
Tom Fielitz

Rennsport Reunion 2018 photos by Glenn
Trapp -- you didn’t expect 911’s did you?
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The Weight Is Over -- Eman and His Humor Return!!
Or,” It must be bad when you look forward to having salad dressing again.”
Story and photo by regular contributor Emmanual Garcia, RSR’s Cranky Webveister (see his blog at Crankydriver.com)

(Editor’s Note: A perfect response to a holiday of parties
and too much food and drink.)

I’ve had many flimsy excuses over the years as to why I’ve
had a writing hiatus on this blog. Typical ones include being lazy, tired, or stressed. My new excuse is dieting, which
makes me lazy, tired, and stressed.
Now, I’ve been a professional dieter since 2007, when
I started running a yearly diet contest at work. I have two
personal goals for “dieting:”
1. to practice a healthy life style
2. not to have to buy new clothes
It’s debatable which is more important for me.
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The biggest culprit for my weight gain is typically work.
Lots of stressful, late-night hours at work sitting next to the
vending machines lead to Cheetohs-induced weight gain
with a Mountain Dew chaser. Also, I give myself less time
for exercise, although this would help with the stress.
I’ve started a new position this year that is significantly
less stressful, but comes with a lot of free donuts. Or as
Homer would say, “D’oh – nuts!”
Of course I have an Excel chart of my weight over the last
few years. It does not capture when I used to be over 170
lb. This would be more accurate if instead of years, the xaxis read: GM Program #1, Demo Cars not Working, Bavarian cooking, etc. Downward slopes at the start of the year
indicate diet contests.
Weight, it seems, follows the gas-pump price rule—goes
up easily, takes forever to come down. I started my current
diet cycle back on January 1 of this year and have had mixed
results (see: donuts). I’ve recently become temporarily single as the rest of my family vacation in Germany for a few
weeks. I decided to dedicate myself to really losing weight
during this time when no one has food waiting for me when

Of course I have an Excel chart of my weight over the last
few years. It does not capture when I used to be over 170
lb. This would be more accurate if instead of years, the
x-axis read: GM Program #1, Demo Cars not Working,
Bavarian cooking, etc. Downward slopes at the start of the
year indicate diet contests.
I get home. So after 4 weeks of working out 6 times a week
for about an hour (run/bike) and eating rabbit food without
salad dressing, I’ve lost a total of 2.8 lb, which frankly defies
physics.
That is, until I remember the tubs of kids-free (though
not guilt-free) Sea Salt Caramel Truffle ice cream in my
freezer that I’ve had almost every night. Also, donuts.
But my point is getting up at 4 am to go to the gym and
eating an apple a day for lunch hasn’t given me much time
or energy to write. (That’s my story and I’m sticking to it.)
(Big aside: studies have shown that exercising typically
doesn’t lead to weight loss because people compensate. For example, if you walk 30 minutes at 150-200
calories, treating yourself to a 450 calorie Frappuccino
or a 300+ calorie banana muffin is a net gain of calories.)
My weight gain could be an allegory to the sports car
world. Just as my clothes have mysteriously shrunk over the
years, cars have gained weight. The weight gain has been
from regulations to added features such as radar sensors,
more airbags, Blu-ray players, and engine noise speakers
that are in our new vehicles.
Cars have also gotten larger over the years, presumably
so we can still fit in them as we’ve gotten bigger ourselves.

The wheelbase of the current Honda Civic sedan is 106
inches, the same as the first generation Ford Taurus. The
original Civic had a wheelbase of 86 inches and weighed
1,500 lb.
Mike Flewitt, the CEO of McLaren Automotive, recently gave a talk where he challenged British engineers to a
“weight race” instead of a horsepower race. This was the
philosophy used in the McLaren Senna, a 2,640 lb carbon
fiber missile that you can also drive on the road.
A designer with a McLaren connection, Gordon Murray,
is also anti-flab. He was obsessive with paring weight from
the McLaren F1, the first production car to use a carbon fiber monocoque chassis. He’s at it again with his new project, a sports car that will be lighter than a Miata.
It’s unfortunate that I can’t replace my flabby bits with
carbon fiber (yet), nor is carbon fiber cheap enough for
mass-produced vehicles. However, my unremarkly-built
2000 Honda Civic Si also weighs around 2,600 lb, though its
inline 4-cylinder falls a little short of the Senna’s 789 hp V8.
The Civic eschews frivolous items like anti-lock brakes and
uses a battery that’s only slightly bigger than my portable
iPhone charger to keep its weight down.
The first generation 270 hp Acura NSX was introduced in
1991 (U.S.). It weighed about 3,000 lb due to its heavy use
of aluminum body panels. When the third generation 252
hp Mazda RX-7 was introduced a couple of years later, it
was lighter at around 2,800 lb using standard steel panels.
So it seems possible to built light cars without having to resort to exotic designs.
As I look at my list of favorite cars, most tend to be lowweight cars, intentional or not.
• Honda Civic Si (sixth generation): 2,601 lb (16.26 lb/
hp)
• Fiat 500 Abarth: 2,512 lb (15.7 lb/hp)
• Honda CRX: 1,978 lb (14.65 lb/hp)
• Mazda Miata: 2,318 lb (12.8 lb/hp)
• Honda S2000: 2,809 lb (11.37 lb/hp)
• Lotus Elise: 1,598 lb (11.17 lb/hp)
• Acura NSX (first generation): 3,010 lb (11.15 lb/hp)
• Mazda RX-7 (third generation): 2,789 lb (10.94 lb/hp)
• Alfa Romeo 4C: 2,315 lb (9.78 lb/hp)
• McLaren F1: 2,513 lb (4 lb/hp)
• McLaren Senna: 2,640 lb (3.35 lb/hp)
• Koenigsegg Agera / One:1: 2,992 lb (2.2 lb/hp)
Note: I didn’t always pick the year with the highest horsepower output for these models, so the weight-to-power ratio could be even better on some.
I even like the any model from Porsche with a Speedster
label, because Porsche is one of a few companies that can
charge you more money for removing stuff from your car.
My weight over the last 15 years has fluctuated almost 40

lb, which is a lot for a small person like myself. When my
weight is in the lower part of my range, I can do things, like
jump over a phone book (which luckily are much thinner
now), or not hurt myself as much when I walk up stairs or
fall out of bed. I hesitate to use the word “nimble,” but I can
usually get out of my car with using the “oh, shit!” handle.
Similarly, I expect lighter cars to be more agile, which
is what I want when driving down that twisty back road.
There’s a balance between adding a bigger engine (and
its additional weight) to a car and its handling characteristics. The Dodge Challenger SRT Demon is one of the greatest horsepower deals of our time. It generates 808 hp on
premium gas, and 840 hp on 100-octane race gas, all for
$85,000. It also weighs over 4,200 lb, which is at least less
than an M1 Abrams (60 tons). Neither would be my first
choice for a back-road tour.
I would be quite happy with a “mere” 181 hp if it came
inside a Mazda MX-5 Miata, for example.
I once read on the internet that 10 lb is equivalent to 1
hp (or some ratio like that), probably from the same source
that states that every 5 stickers on your car makes it a tenth
of a second faster per lap. I certainly seem (in my mind)
faster when I shed the weight of a driving instructor when
I’m on the track.
Losing weight on your car can even be fun, like when you
tick that carbon ceramic brake option on your order sheet,
or get that aftermarket titanium exhaust that’s 10 lb lighter
than stock. Well, expensive fun.
But if that’s a little too rich for your taste, then, like myself, you can try foregoing that Cheesecake Factory Chocolate Tower Truffle Cake instead as an alternative weight reduction of sprung mass in your car. Your seat-of-the-pants
dynamometer (and the seat of your pants) will thank you
for it.

The Koenigsegg Agera has so much carbon fiber that it will
lighten your wallet as well.
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Rally Sport Region Holiday Party
Story by Mike O’Rear and photos by Members Burghard Linn and Stewart Free

Once again the Holiday Party was held at Porsche of Ann Arbor -- a perfect venue for an evening of music, good food
and great conversation. About 100 members and guests
again joined together for not only an evening of fun, but also
a chance to support the University of Michigans C. S. Mott
Children’s Hospital’s Child & Family Life fund.
By the end of the evening Rally Sport Region members had
donated a total of $3,600 in cash and an estimated $2,500 in
toys. Those funds bought presents for the children, ages 0
to 18 who were unfortunate enough to have to spend Christmas in the hospital.
Through the kindness of Porsche of Ann Arbor the venue
was free of charge and RSR member Brian Pizzuti donated
the liquor and wine. The club paid for the food so that the
total of donations went to the children’s Christmas experience.
Of course, thanks also goes to President Tim Pott and his
wife Barb for arranging and hosting the event.

Club President and Holiday Party Host Tim Pott

Roland Heiberger with his daughter Kathleen.
Eat, Drink and Be Merry -- in action!

While looking unusually somber in this picture, Doug and
Joanne Ash again set the standard for sartorial splendor.
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Cynny & Steve Spencer obviously enjoyed
themselves.

Past Zone 4 Rep Michael Soriano (far right) and his wife
Lisa again came up for some RSR camaraderie.

Above: Past Presidents Kelly Roberts, Matt Huber and
Fabio (aka Jim Christopher)

Of course there were Porsches to ogle!

First Lady Barb Pott with Henry and mom
Estella drawing for door prizes generously
donated by Porsche of ann Arbor.

Guitarist Ian Blunden and his quartet.
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Join us for a...

924 928 944 996
TECH SESSION
Saturday, April 13th, 10 am to 3 pm

Mark your calendar;
stay tuned for details.
D.E. tech inspections
done that day; make appt.
All Porsche enthusiasts
are welcome regardless
of model or club affilliation.
Lunch will be provided.

NO
CHARGE
RSVP recommended to
events@munks.com

Wheels while your car heals!
Free rental car for RSR Members;
call for details.
3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center
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Around The Zone
By Lori Schutz
Zone 4 Representative

2018 closed out with a few more Holiday parties and
monthly business meetings. I had the pleasure of joining my local regions for their final meeting of the year the
first week in December – First for Rally Sport Region who
wrapped up a very successful year with a new activities
chair committee who stepped up the end of 2018 with several well attended events-Father, mother and son – and are
planning several great events for 2019. Next to Southeast
Michigan Region, with nice succession planning passing the
batton for President, Vice President and newsletter editor.
Then onto the Holiday Awards banquet at Mid-Ohio region, in Columbus Ohio on Dec 8th . I had the pleasure of
telling the story of my father’s time at Porsche between
dinner and the annual awards. The 2017 Region of the
Year had plenty to celebrate, and cast of volunteers to
thank. The PCA final banquet of the year for me was for
my home region Southeast Michigan Region on December
16th . The silent auction raised funds for their charity and
everyone had a great time.
So now, a look forward - Happy New Year – and off to
a great 2019. Your presidents, chief driving instructors and
DE chairs will gather in late February for the Zone 4 President’s meeting. I look forward to lots of great idea sharing and planning for our multi-region events, and 3 Zone
events. Please mark your calendars for these wonderful
times, and come make memories with us.
May 17th -19th Mid-Ohio PCA Club Race - Mid Ohio
Sports Car Course – Mid Ohio region is teaming up with
Northern New Jersey region for a combined Driver Education and Club Race event. What a great way to see
hundreds of wonderful Porsches on track together. Plan
a family picnic, come out to volunteer, or if you are an
experienced DE driver, come drive the DE sessions. Club
racers – this is the closest to your home town – please
come out.
May 31 – June 2nd – Detroit Grand Prix – Belle Isle, Detroit Michigan – PCA National is sponsoring a Car Corral
at what I consider one of the best weekends in motorsports, right in our back yard. Professional race series featuring the IMSA and Trans AM Sports Cars will thunder

around the island. And fresh from the Indy 500, the INDYCAR series comes to the island for 2 full points-counting races. The Car Corral features parking on the island,
with a police escort from The Henry hotel on Saturday
morning, guest speakers and a great place to gather and
watch. We have a special rate for The Henry hotel for the
weekend for out of town, or even in town, guests. For
complete information and links, please visit the registration site on club registration.net : https://clubregistration.net/events/signUp.cfm/event/9535.
June 15th -16th - Toledo Museum of Art- Toledo OH, Maumee Valley Region is teaming up with the museum on
the inaugural weekend of the special summer display
“Life is a Highway – Art and American Car Culture”. The
highlight will the show & shine on the street in front of
the museum where we anticipate over 90 great Porsches.
Other activities to be announced, please plan to join us.
I look forward to seeing all of you in 2019 – please let me
know when and where events are happening in your regions, I’ll do my best to plan to join you.
Cheers – Lori

Meadowbrook Hall Christmas Decorations
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, November 7, 2018

Tim Pott: President.................................................Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President....................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary.................................Present
Mike O’Rear............................................................Present
Kevin Kral................................................................Present

Jim Dowty: Insurance Chair.....................................Absent
Christian Maloof......................................................Absent
Dan Kantrow...........................................................Present
Jeremy Goddard......................................................Present
William Rogers........................................................Present

Members & Visitor Present: Charlie Brown III, Dru Huber,
Matt Huber, Zach Huber, Mike Wenners, David Finch, and
Phil Mather.

Website: No report

Call to Order: Tim Pott called the meeting to order at
7:12PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.
President’s Report: Tim discussed our situation at Karl’s.
We have not had to pay the reservation fee of $150 for the
room for years. Tim researched other options, but they
were more expensive and had other issues. Motion: To approve funds to lock in our Tuesday Meeting reservation at
$150/month passed.
January, February and March will be on Wednesdays
(Tim to confirm the day) because we waited too long but
April through December should be back on Tuesdays. (Editor’s Note: See the calendar of events for final dates.)
Meeting Minutes: October meeting minutes were reviewed. Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Burghard Linn reviewed the October
Report and DE Financial Summary Report. Motion: To approve reports passed. REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report
is available to any RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to
Burghard Linn (burghard.linn@gmail.com).
Insurance Report: Jim Dowty has certificates for all our
drive events.
Advertising Report: No new news.
Membership: Glenn texted in his report and our club membership is up to 318 members.
Track Report: No report

Events Committee: Dru, Matt and Zach Huber reviewed the
following list of events.
● Dec 1: Holiday light at Meadowbrook Hall RSVP by November 23, Host: Jessica MacFarlane
● Dec 8: Holiday Party at Porsche of Ann Arbor
● Jan TBD: Time with Tim (Editor’s Note: See the calendar
of events for final date.)
New Business: None
Old Business: Burghard reviewed the SmugMug site for our
event pictures.
Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at
7:47PM.
Minutes taken by: Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary

Rally Sport Region Will Never Use
Email Blasts or Social Media to
Solicit Money from Members for
non-RSR Events.
Recently our the PCA address info was used to send out
a solicitation asking RSR members to support a heart
tugging cause. It was a fake! PCA is attempting to
prevent repeats in the future. Nevertheless, know that
we will never solicit you for funds to non-RSR events
-- Never!

Newsletter: Mike O’Rear set the deadline for content on
11-Nov.
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As President and First Lady of the Rally Sport Region, Tim and Barb Pott once
again hosted a fabulous Holiday Party. That caps off another year of devotion to
makiing our club work. In addition to his regular duties Tim regularly host Time
with Tim sessons that enlighten and entertain. He also supports our track events
by doing everything from hauling refreshments to helping with car problems that
occasionally crop up at the track.

Vintage VW Tech
Sunday, April 14th
11:00 am to 4:00 pm
Spring & summer projects
and more. Bring your questions!
What do YOU want to learn?
Let us know!
Lunch will be provided and
a $10 donation is requested
to benefit the MVVC.
RSVP recommended to:
events@munks.com
3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan

service@munks.com
248-335-5424
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, December 4, 2018

Tim Pott: President.................................................Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President....................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary.................................Present
Mike O’Rear............................................................Present
Kevin Kral................................................................Present
Members & Visitor Present: Charlie Brown III, Peter
MacFarlane, Vigen Darian, Lynda Wolf, Jon Heidorn, Phil
Mather, Lori Schutz, Dru Huber, Matt Huber, Zach Huber,
Bill Lynch, Steve Spencer, Conrad Zumhagen, John Horner,
Glenn Trapp and David Finch.
Call to Order: Tim Pott called the meeting to order at
7:09PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.
President’s Report: Introduced Lori Schutz, our zone 4 rep.
Meeting Minutes: November meeting minutes were reviewed. Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Burghard Linn reviewed the November
Report. Motion: To approve reports passed
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).
Insurance Report: Jim Dowty has certificates for all our
drive events.
Advertising Report: No report.
Membership: Glenn reported that our club membership is
down to 313 members.
Track Report: Christian provided the track dates for next
year. May 14 at Waterford, June 15-16 at Gratton.
July 9, Aug 23-24 and Sept 10 at Waterford. National PCA
now will require Hans devices for the 2019 season with cars
that have 5-point harnesses. Tim acknowledged Christian
and Phil’s hard work to make our events successful.

Jim Dowty: Insurance Chair.....................................Absent
Christian Maloof.....................................................Present
Dan Kantrow...........................................................Present
Jeremy Goddard.......................................................Absent
William Rogers.........................................................Absent

Events Committee: Dru, Matt and Zach Huber reviewed
the following list of events.
● Dec 8: Holiday Party at Germain
● Jan 19: Time with Tim & John (Horner)
● Feb: ?? Flash Brunch
● TBD: Traverse City-Overnight event (Editor’s Note: subsequently scheduled for May 3rd - May 5th)
● TBD: Greenfield Village
● TBD: Yankee Air Museum
● Jun 15 - 16: Zone 4 event in Toledo at the Art Museum
● TBD: Drive to Food Truck stop
New Business: Lori Shutz discussed a Zone 4 DE meeting
in October that brainstormed and exchanged ideas to improve region events. She is planning a reception in January
and new member party with the upper Canada region to
help promote DE events. She also discussed plans for the
PCA Car Corral at the Detroit Grand Prix next year.
Old Business: Election Results: Kevin Kral and Jeremy Goddard were re-elected to the board.
Meeting Room dates for 2019CY have been established.
Look to the newsletter for the dates.
Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at
8:02PM.
Minutes taken by: Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary

Newsletter: Mike O’Rear set the deadline for content on
Jan 06. Content required.
Website: No report
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CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE
1972 Porsche 911T Targa 2.4L MFI, 5 Speed 915 Transmission: 106,279 miles. One
of 3,344 produced, in excellent condition. Owned
since 1994 with detailed
service records since.
One repaint in its original
Vipergrün color, black interior. Owner’s manual, jack and
complete tool kit and car cover are included, with a complete set of shop & service manuals available. Recent service includes new wheel bearings and engine drive belts.
See more info & photos at www.SellYourSportsCar.net or
call Conrad at 734.645.5778. $63,500. (01/19)
2013 Porsche Panamera Turbo: 4.8L 500 HP Twin Turbo 32
Valve DOHC V8 Engine,
7-Speed PDK Transmission, AWD, 41,000
Miles. In addition to its
long list of standard
equipment, this Panamera Turbo’s options
include the Comfort Plus Package, Sport Exhaust (sounds
great!), Adaptive Cruise Control, Lane Change/Blind Spot
Warning, Heated & Ventilated Seats (F&R), Sport Chrono
Plus Package, Hi Gloss Monochromatic Black Exterior Package, Electric Rear Sunshades and more. Additional Porsche
Exclusive options include LED interior lighting, black background bi-xenon headlights with PDLS, 20 in. Panamera
Sport wheels in exterior color and Porsche crest headrests.
It also has clear protective film on the hood, front and rear
sides. It has recently had an oil change & inspection, with
no issues reported. Books, service records, original window
sticker, car cover, and a clean Carfax are included. Originally $160k, now $63,500. See more info & photos at
www.SellYourSportsCar.net or call Conrad at 734-645-5778
(01/19)

1973 Porsche 914 1.7: VIN :4732909088 96788 miles,
Orange with black interior, Mahle wheels. Very
nice condition but not
perfect, very nice driver
car. Everything works except heater (no heater boxes). Original D-Jetronic injection,
1.7 liter engine. In last 500 miles: All new brakes, all new
injectors, new clutch, new front struts, new anti-roll bar
bushings, new oil cooler, all engine sheet metal re-fastened, new pushrod tube bushings. In heated inside storage (my workshop) for last 7 years. $5000 or best offer.
Contact George Lindquist, glindqui@umich.edu, 734-3559724. (9/18)
2006 911 S Cabriolet (997): 54,443 miles, 6 speed manual,
355 HP. Texas car. Gorgeous all original extremely clean with no
dings or chips. Rare Carrara white with Cocoa full
leather interior. Additional Equipment: Paint matched center console, NAV,
heated seats, 19” Carrera Classic wheels, Bose High End
sound, power seat package, self-dimming mirrors and
more. Original sticker $104,710. Loaded with almost every
option offered. $41,999 Contact Chris Conlin at cconlin@
conlintravel.com or 734-477-6052 (07/18)

OTHER ITEMS
Simpson Bandit helmet: SA2015, size XXL. Predrilled for
restraint system, comes with extra interior padding and helmet bag.
Bought new last summer, only worn
once at Grattan DE. As new in the
box. $395. Contact Jeff Uhlman
MVR-PCA 419-260-8644 or mittlemotor@gmail.com (04/18)
Four Hancook Ventus S1 Evo run-flat tires; 225/45-17,
$180 obo. Also, 4 Dunlop SP Winter Sport 3D tires, 225/4517, $140. All tread depths about 5mm. Call Andy Sasyk or
text 734-718-6432. (03/18)
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Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call Clem
Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/18)
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From the Back Seat
By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant

Happy New Year…I pen from my computer as I look out at
the bright sunshine and blue skies that blaze here in Ft Myers. Just taking a break from the “non-winter” we seem to
be having this year, although I admit that calling it a “nonwinter” with most of January and all of February and March
in front of us is a bit presumptuous…we will see. And we’ll
be heading home to it later today. Fingers crossed!
Prior to leaving for the warm place, I did get the 944 up
on jack stands and a start on this winter’s projects. You may
remember that last month I pondered over whether or not
mission creep would get the best of me. Ponder no more…
the pan gasket and rod bearings are already waiting for my
return, the cross member and steering rack sit over on the
parts bench, and all but one bolt (man, there are a lot of
them) have been removed from the pan. I’ll take care of
that when I get home, drop the pan and see what we’ve
got! Hopefully nothing dire!
Taking on this project, or the top end of the ’85 911 a
couple of winters ago, or just about any wrenching on a car,
I sometimes think about one of my favorite automotive feature writers. His name is Rob Siegel, and he writes a monthly article for the Roundel, which is the BMW equivalent of
the Panorama. He titled his articles “The Hack Mechanic”,
and he wrote monthly about the trials and tribulations of
keeping not only his own fleet of fun cars up and running
(which included one or more 911s), but also his wife’s car
and one or more “kid-mobiles”. While he called himself the
hack mechanic, he seemed pretty adept at taking on just
about any automotive challenge, whether it be the latest
beater-Honda he had just bought for one of his kids, or his
beloved 3.0CSL. Makes me wonder why the word “hack”,
and it struck me that there are a lot of “hack” mechanics
out there, including me. Some, like Rob, with pretty advanced skills when it comes to wrenching on a car, and at
the other end of the spectrum those who consider changing their own oil a significant wrenching event. Me? I’m
probably somewhere in the middle.
But what, you might ask, makes us all “hacks”. It took me
a while to figure out that what hacks don’t have that “real”
professional mechanics do is formal, proper training. No
matter how good we might be, we are almost always flying blind. IMHO, the requisite talent to being some level of
hack is an ability to simply “figure things out”. If I go back to
my learning experience doing the top end of the air-cooled
911, I couldn’t count the times I put things together only
to have to undo them because I forgot that something else
needed to be done first. And that, my friends, is flying blind.

My favorite story from that experience dealt with the
small “O” rings that go on the rocker shafts. Tim suggested
I add these and provided me with a bunch of them to put
in the grooves at both ends of each rocker shaft. And I did…
and continued on my merry way, only to find when I took
it to Tim (at Arbor Motion at the time) and asked him to
find where the oil leak was coming from, that the “O” rings
are “sided”. Meaning they have a round side and a flat side,
and they were all supposed to go in with (I think) the flat
side down and the round side up. Sided you say? Perhaps a
better hack mechanic might have noticed that the “O” rings
weren’t totally round and asked about their orientation…
but not me. Fortunately, the fix did not require a total disassembly and the valves needed to be re-adjusted anyway,
so all was good in the end.
No matter how good an un-trained (hack) mechanic
might be, their knowledge going into a project is at best
partial, and at worst non-existent! Worse, word of mouth or
“forum” information might just be flat out wrong. Beware
the forums as they seem to be peppered with numerous
“hack” mechanics who talk like they are “trained” mechanics.
In my first article for the Bahn Stormer, I expressed my
humility at being the VP of a club with such an incredible
bunch of automotive savvy people, from those who can
identify every automobile ever made from the tiniest of
pictures, to the true Master Mechanics who have the training/certification to actually approach an automotive project
with their eyes wide open…knowing what they are going to
do and how they are going to do it. And a host of “hack”
mechanics, engineers, and automotive specialists of every
kind. My hat is off to you all.
As for me, as I lie on my back on the cold garage floor
and stare up at the bottom of my 944 engine, I’m looking at
something I’ve never seen before, and am about to embark
on a job I’ve never tackled before…replacing rod bearings
with crank, pistons, etc. all still in place. But I know I have
backup when I come up against the wall, a club full of great
friends, Master Mechanics, and hack mechanics of all sorts
who are happy to help when help is needed. Thanks guys!
See you at the track!

Peter’s startiing view.

31

The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

©Porsche Cars North America, INC. Porsche Recommends seat belt usage and observation of all traffic laws at all times

The$heirs$to$over$60$years$of$racing$legacy.$$Divided$equally.$
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