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Recently our the PCA address info was used to send out 
a solicitation asking RSR members to support a heart 
tugging cause.  It was a fake!  PCA is attempting to 
prevent repeats in the future.  Nevertheless, know that 
we will never solicit you for funds to non-RSR events 
-- Never!
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On the Grid
 By RSR President Tim Pott 

I think that people tend to define 
themselves by what they do to earn a 
living and how they do it.  This makes 
sense because when we divide our lives 
up between work and play, most of us 
discover that more time is spent at “work” 
(however we decide to define that term) 
than we do at “play”.  So it isn’t a shocker 
that many of us find our lives defined by 

what we do at the workplace, or our professional lives.  The 
longer we perform at our jobs, the greater the tendency is to 
dissect larger tasks into a series of small details, really getting 
into the minutiae of the work.  Expressed another way by a 
coworker of mine; the more we do things the longer it seems 
to take because we find more nuanced details that beg for our 
attention.  I’m sure that I’m not unique in the fact that I find 
myself struggling with some small part of my job that many of 
my customers may never see or necessarily even appreciate.  
But those details are often what makes a good job better, and 
sometimes we even find that these small details matter in 
ways that we hadn’t anticipated. 
 One such person who fell into the work-obsessive 
category was Craig Layson, the owner and operator of Stony 
Creek Collision in Ypsilanti, Michigan. We very recently lost 
Craig to a tragic accident.  Many RSR members and PCAers 
throughout Southeastern Michigan got to know Craig through 
the services he provided at his body repair shop.  Outside of 
his professional life,    Craig was an avid pilot and was spending 
his second, consecutive summer living his dream: working for 
a company that provides tourists “flightseeing tours”, and 
transporting backpackers and hunters to remote destinations 
in Alaska.  His plane went down on a mountainside where 
Craig and his four passengers remain unrecoverable.  The 
reason the plane went down is unknown at this time, but 
knowing Craig as I do, I’m confident that it had nothing to 
do with pilot error.  Craig was obsessive about every piece of 
work he ever took on and this obsession was especially true 
when it came to flying.  
 I was fortunate to have been involved in a few restoration 
projects with Craig over the years where he provided the 
body work and I presided over the mechanical work of a 
given Porsche.  These were jobs that begged for attention 
to the smallest details.  On one such project, Craig was on 
site at my shop performing the final polish to an already 
exquisite paint job.  We were running out of time and the 
car was scheduled to be the centerpiece of a car show the 
next day.  So there was Craig with his paint buffer and magic 
compound whirring away for what seemed like way too many 

hours on the already beautiful finish of that car.   I walked 
over to him and jokingly suggested that he might do well to 
not buff all the paint off the car!  After assuring me that he 
had used sufficient material to stand up to this treatment, 
he proceeded to show me the minute, almost microscopic 
imperfections he was removing with compound and buffer.  
One had to look at just the correct angle with perfect lighting 
to even see what he was talking about.  When I suggested to 
Craig that he was probably the only person who could even 
see those imperfections, he proceeded to share a story that 
resonated then as it still does today.  
 It turns out we shared a childhood ritual of shining our 
best Sunday dress shoes every Saturday night in preparation 
for church the next morning.  I could only imagine the level 
of shine that a young Craig applied to his shoes, getting them 
to look far better than they did when new.  Then he went on 
to relate his final “detail” which involved turning the shoes 
over and shining the soles, you know, the part you walk on. 
The part that nobody sees!  The fact that nobody would know 
or see the work he applied to the soles of his shoes didn’t 
matter to Craig, he knew the bottoms were perfect too and 
that is what was important to him.  I think this is reflective 
of his dedication to his craft as well as everything he did in 
his too short life.  His standard of quality, whether it was 
perceptible to others or not, was the benchmark for his work.  
If Craig knew about any flaws, they had to go.
 Craig would also take on projects simply for the sake 
of learning something new, sometimes at no charge to his 
customer or friend (the two often being indistinguishable).  
He would constantly push himself to higher levels of 
perfection and improve his craft in the process.  
 Craig had a sense of humor that was infectious. He often 
couldn’t finish telling a joke because he’d be convulsing 
with laughter before he could get to the punch line.  Certain 
people come into our lives and create memories.  Other folks 
come into our lives and seemingly invade a space that leaves 
an imprint on our souls.  Craig was just such an individual.  If 
you were his friend, your friends became his friends instantly.  
I was reminded by a mutual friend and client of Craig’s that 
he had a signature sign off to almost every conversation, he 
would end with “Cool Breeze!”.  So it is with great sadness 
that I wish a close friend and colleague,  Cool Breeze, Craig 
Layson.
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Soar with RSR  

 Sunday September 9th 
 

Hosts:  Dave Finch & Peter Grant 
Head Chef:  TBD (Volunteer Needed) 

 

    
 

Join us for a scenic drive to Richmond Field in 
Gregory, MI for an RSR sponsored Picnic Lunch 

 
Watch the Sailplanes While You Picnic! 

 
! Meet at McDonalds, Zeeb Rd. & I-94, at 10 AM 
! Bring Snacks or Dish to Pass and Lawn Chairs 
! A mystery chef will be grilling burgers! 
! Bring $75 CASH per person (just in case!)  
! RSVP Dave Finch dfinch@raetech.com or Peter Grant 

pgrant@speakeasy.net 
 

! (Back up date in case of rain: September 16th) 



7

RSR Calendar of Events
September 9 (Sun.): Picnic at Sandhill Soaring Club -- 

Hosts Dave Finch, and Peter Grant (back-up date Sep-
tember 16) (see page 6)

September 11 (Tue.): Drivers’ Education Event at Water-
ford Hills 

September 12 (Wed.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  
Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth (A change!)

September 23 (Sun.): Yankee Air Museum Visit -- begins 
at ArborMotion at 11:30 AM -- Host:  Peter Grant

October 3 (Wed.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth (A change!)

October 13 (Sat.) 10:00 AM:  Fall Color Tour -- Hosts 
Stewart and Sally Free (see ad below)

November 3 (Sat.):  Polar Bear Run -- Host: Sebastian 
Gaeta

November 7 (Wed.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth (A change!)

December 4 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

December TBD:  Holiday Party

Be sure to note that the Rally Sport Region Board/Member meetings for September, 
October and November will be on Wednesday of those months -- not the first Tuesday.  
Normal “first Tuesday” meetings are expected to resume in December.
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.
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W. 11 Mile Rd

H
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Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Current Membership 509*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

Vigen & Talin Rose Darian ..................34
David Bates ........................................29
Glenn & Claudia Trapp .......................24
Burghard & Kathy Linn .......................21
Greg & Pamela Hughes ......................20
Richard & Darice Morris .....................19
Chris Price ..........................................19
Christian & Valerie Maloof .................16
John & Darlene Oliver ........................16 
Mike & Kathy O’Rear ..........................15
Robert & Mary Ann Budd ...................12
Jean-Marie & Monique Bertholee .....10
John & Kristen Gibson ........................10

Muir Frey & Pam Herbster ...................8
Maria & Ken Lizut .................................7
Jonathan & Lynn Nelson ......................7
Michael Heath ......................................6
Joe & Daphne Slater .............................6 
Tom & Kim Chestnut ............................5
Seth Penchansky ..................................4
Chris Conlin ..........................................3
Oliver & Jo Dillard ................................3
Roger Shultz .........................................3
Randolph Hughes .................................2
David & Jennifer Dixon .........................1
Andrew Massey....................................1

John & Cathy Snyder
Canton, MI
1989 Guards Red 964

Miles Townsend-Robledo
Troy, MI
1984 Guards Red 911 M491 
Turbo- Look

David & Noreen Walker
Ann Arbor, MI
1985 Prussian Blue 911 Carrera

* Includes 318 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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2018 Porsche Parade Report
 Story and photos by Members John & Diane Thomson

Every year since 1956, PCA hosts its national convention in 
a weeklong event called Parade.  Parade is truly a national 
event, and as such it moves around the country every year.  
This year’s Porsche Parade was held at the Tan-Tar-A Resort 
on the Lake of the Ozarks in central Missouri, making it the 
third out of the last six within a one-day drive (Traverse City 
hosted in 2013, and French Lick, Indiana in 2015).  For us, 
this is John’s sixth Parade and Diane’s fifth— our 2013 Box-
ster hasn’t missed one yet (although due to a very odd seal-
ing issue on the coolant bottle, it almost did— nothing like 
a little last-minute stress to start a trip right!).      
 If you’ve never been to Parade, it’s a really unique ex-
perience.  There are something like 1,500 people and 800 
or so Porsches that all congregate around the host resort.  
Tan-Tar-A didn’t have the spectacular single large parking 
area like Grand Traverse or French Lick Resort, but still, the 
sight of so many cool cars everywhere is just incredible.  We 
parked in the structure for registration, next to a Martini-liv-
ery 918 and a Lava Orange GT3RS—like I said, there are cool 
cars everywhere.  In the lobby, there was a new GT2RS, and 
the 964 Speedster prototype… the car-gawking just never 
stops.
 As might be expected when there are that many PCA 
members in one place, there is a lot of socializing, a lot of 
driving, and a lot of competition.  Parade has a lot more 
competitive events than we normally get locally.  The “car-
focused” events get going on Monday with the Concours; 
Parade is a very large and prestigious judged concours, as 
well as a great spectator event—we’re very much on the 
“spectator” side but certainly appreciate the amazing cars 
and the preparation work done by the competitors.  Con-
cours has a wide variety of classing for restored, modified, 

or preservation cars, and various levels of preparation; this 
gives everyone a chance to participate and compete and 
also gives a fabulous variety of cars to ogle.  
 Tuesday features the Time Speed Distance Rally, where 
the goal is to follow a set of navigation instructions as pre-
cisely as possible.  Parade is a great event to try TSD for 
the first time—there is a classroom session on Monday to 
talk through everything you might expect, and the rally in-
structions will challenge your ability to stay on the correct 
pace but aren’t trying to get you hopelessly lost. Longtime 
Parade participants still speak of some of the brutally dif-
ficult rallies of old, but don’t let that scare you-- the orga-
nizers made a conscious decision to make the rally more 

beginner friendly and it has 
worked.  Having said that, 
rally still can bring on some 
spirited disagreements be-
tween driver and naviga-
tor, so the Ice Cream Social 
is conveniently scheduled 
Tuesday afternoon—eating 
ice cream while watching 
the RC car races is a great 
way to get everybody smil-
ing again! 
 

 Autocross is big enough that it takes two days—this year 
the modified, improved, and older production cars ran on 
Wednesday with most of the stock classes running Thurs-
day.  Autocross is the only pure speed competition where 
we finally get to resolve who’s got the fastest car and driver.  
This year’s autocross was held on a local airport runway 

Phil and Francie Kish at Ice Cream 
Social

Diane takes the hairpin during AutocrossMy favorite from Concours—yes, it’s a real lightweight RS…
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that had recently been resealed, making for some very 
challenging and exciting low-grip action.  Because of the 
large field of competitors, classes are a lot tighter than is 
normally possible, so competition is very close and really 
shows off driver skills.  For example, our run group is 987.2 
and 981 Cayman S and Boxster S, and this year added base 
718 Cayman and Boxster—the cars are all close enough that 
it really does come down to the best driver on that day. 

 The Gimmick Rally runs on Thursday.  The Gimmick Rally 
is the most lighthearted and creative of the competitive 
events and is always a lot of fun.  This year’s “gimmick” was 
to explore Route 66 and try to identify locations from his-
toric postcards. Diane and I weren’t able to do it this year 
since we were running autocross, but by all accounts, this 
was fun exploration but extremely challenging!
 There are also several competitions that don’t involve 
the cars.  There is a judged Art Show with Porsche-themed 
artwork that shows off the creative skills of the crowd.  
There is an RC car competition on Tuesday (combined Pa-
rade Kids and adult event).  Friday is the Technical Quiz- for 
those who think they know their stuff about Porsche gener-
ally and their models specifically, this is the chance to prove 
it!  Saturday morning starts with the final competition, the 
5k run/walk, featuring a very hilly and hot route through 
the Estate properties at Tan-Tar-A.
 Of course there are a ton of non-competitive events as 
well.  There are dinner events most nights of the week, 
ranging from ultra-casual Welcome Party on Sunday to 
the more formal Concours Awards dinner on Tuesday and 
the Victory banquet to end Parade on Saturday.  These are 
mostly open seating which is a great opportunity to meet 
new people, and there are typically door prizes at the end.  
Each PCA Zone hosts a cocktail party event for their mem-

bers; as usual Zone 4 had a great turnout and a very fun 
crowd, and Lori Schutz did a great job coordinating in her 
first year as Zone rep.  During the week, there are a wide 
variety of group driving tours, as well as self-guided routes 
which are a great way to explore the area.  Since neither of 
us are Tech Quiz material, we did the tour to the Budweiser 
Clydesdale breeding farm on Friday which was a very nice 
driving tour and a great destination.
 We had a great time again this year at Parade, and highly 
encourage anyone who is interested to give it a try!  The 
next two years aren’t particularly convenient for driving but 
are certainly going to be gorgeous destinations—2019 is at 
the Boca Raton Resort in Florida, and 2020 will be in Palm 
Springs, California.  Both should bring out fabulous local 
cars and great scenery.  If you’re curious, feel free to ask me 
and Diane, or Phil and Francie Kish—we’d love to see you 
there!

 

 
 

 

 

Incentive to do well at Autocross—you get to meet 
Bibendum!  Yes, Diane’s trophy is bigger than mine…

Proof of the practicality of the Boxster—getting all the 
swag back home!

Tan-Tar-A Resort in Lake of the Ozarks (PCA provided image)
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Thirty-four beautiful cars, one VW Bus and about 70 mem-
bers came to Sue Sarin’s horse farm to celebrate Porsche’s 
70th anniversary.  It was a great event with some newer 
members and some that had been missing in action for 
some time.  
 The concours was a highlight with awards given in five 
categories (winners in parenthesis): “The Car to Go Cruisin 
In” (Kathy O’Rear), “The Fixer Upper” (Tim Pott), “The 
Car You Want to Drive it Like You Stole It” (Rick Mammel), 
“The Car to Take To The Drive-In (Phil, Nicole and Phoebe 

Mather) and “The Car that A Little Old Lady or Jim Christo-
pher Would Drive” (Jim Christopher -- and his VW Bus).
 Thanks go to Sue for hosting the event, as well to Arnie 
for manning the grill. Thanks also to Carolyn Starin and 
Burghard Linn for “slider construction,” Jim and Liz Chris-
topher who provided coolers, ice and music, and Kathy 
Linn, Claudia and Glenn Trapp and Lynda Mammel who also 
helped in the kitchen and with crowd control and concours 
registration.  

Porsche 70th Anniversary Celebration
 Story by Mike O’Rear photos by Stewart and Sally Free, Mike O’Rear and Glenn Trapp

Doug Ash, Kathy Linn and Kathy O’Rear at the signing table
Fathers and Kids came too.  Phil Mather and Phoebe and 
Kevin Kral and Cora

Chef Arnie Spieker

Right:  Peter & Ruth Maehling 
came in a watercooled car!

Above and right, Porsches on 
the lawn.

RSR President Tim Pott and his wife Barb
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After the events of August 19th my first thought was to put 
it in the rear-view mirror, and move on as quickly and cleanly 
as possible.  However, on second thought it occurred to me 
that my experience could be a cautionary and perhaps in-
structive tale for club members and especially those driving  
air-cooled rear-engine Porsches.
 Let me begin by saying that I consider myself a good driv-
er.  I don’t talk on the phone or text while driving.  I apply 
my experience in driving on the track to my day to day driv-
ing – staying focused, looking well ahead of the vehicle, and 
adjusting speed to the surrounding conditions.  Although I 
have had a couple of minor scrapes with cars it has been 
more than 50 years since I’ve had a serious accident, and 
that’s while driving more than 30,000 miles a year, every 
year.  
 That said, while returning from the Porsches on the Bridge 
event in St. Ignace, Michigan on the evening of Sunday, Au-
gust 19th, my wife and I were driving south on I-75 about 
15 miles north of Gaylord.  The traffic was very light, the sky 
was blue with some clouds and the road was dry.  We were 
moving along nicely with the cruise control set at 78 mph in 
a 75 mph speed zone.  Out of nowhere a few big rain drops 
splatted on the windshield and up ahead the road looked 
wet but not dangerous.  Moments later we were hit by one 
of those instant mid-west deluges.  I flicked off the cruise 
control planning to coast down to a much slower speed.   
Instead the car instantly began to spin violently.  Seriously 
scared, I stood on the brake hoping that we would remain on 
the highway since there were no cars anywhere near us. But 
the car had other ideas and went off on the outside shoul-
der, continuing to spin until the driver’s side wheels caught 

in the soft soil at which point the car launched into the air 
and came down on the passenger side roof before continu-
ing the roll back up onto its wheels.
 It was truly terrifying and Kathy and I could not believe 
that while we sat in piles of broken glass, injuries were lim-
ited to a few bruises.  While the 1997 vintage airbags did not 
deploy, the seatbelts, and a big dose of luck, saved us from 
death or serious injury.
 In spite of years of experience I found it difficult to do 
the right thing in a “panic” situation.  In retrospect, I should 
not have shut off the cruise control without disengaging the 
clutch or feathering the throttle. It was a big mistake to as-
sume that the tires would have enough traction to handle 
the engine compression braking, and not turning off the 
cruise with the first few drops of rain on the windshield was 
an even more avoidable error.
 The sadness of damaging, and probably destroying my 
favorite car is overwhelmed by the knowledge that we 
were uninjured.  Porsches are wonderful, but they are just 
“things.”  
 That’s our experience, I hope it is useful to you.

In Spite of Loss, A Very Lucky Day
 Story by Mike O’Rear, photos by Mike O’Rear and Jeremy Goddard (the before picture)

Before and after on August 19th
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz 

Dashboard Warnings
 
Chances are you don’t give much thought to all those half 
visible symbols contained in the instrument panel of your 
car.  We don’t give them much thought until the symbol 
lights up.  When a symbol does we usually don’t know how 
to react.  Should we stop immediately at the side of the 
road and call for assistance?  Should we ignore the light un-
til we next take the car to the dealership?  Should we open 
the owner’s manual and search out the meaning of the light 
when we arrive at our destination/home?  Did you know 
that the new Boxster has 23 light symbols on the instrument 
cluster and that the light symbols can have multiple mean-
ings?  In addition there is a message display that can show 
a multiple word message that will either explain the warn-
ing light or just add more confusion to the situation.  The 
Porsche Owners Guide to all possible displays lists 91 mean-
ings to the symbols that can be displayed in various Porsche 
models.  They cover everything from unfastened seat belts, 
open doors/hood/tailgate, ABS/PSM failure modes, Washer 
Fluid levels, Service Intervals, Cruise Control, Low Gas, Low 
Tire Pressures, Headlight High Beam, Battery/Charging Sys-
tem, Temperature, Oil Level, and so on. 
 All of these warning lights make one wonder how little 
the manufacturer must think about the mental capability 
of the average owner.  Obviously we are not competent to 
take notice of the way our cars are performing.  Or perhaps 
the manufacturers know that their cars are so complex the 
average owner could not possibly be able to diagnose any 
of the multiple failure points in the average new car.  Of 
course what has also happened is that the messages are so 
numerous and at the same time so obscure that they often 
get ignored or at least mis-interpreted.    On several new 
cars there are system check features that offer the owner 
a chance to cycle through diagnostics for critical measures 
such as voltage, oil pressure, oil temperature, coolant tem-
perature and so on.   This can be a good way to assure the 
owner that all is well or can mislead the owner because the 
readings still can be mis-interpreted. 
 The most common mis-interpretation is the ubiquitous 
check engine light symbol of an outline of a generic engine 
picture.  For some reason even though this could be a criti-
cal failure it is usually a green warning symbol or perhaps a 
blue symbol.  In either case the light choice would lead one 
to interpret the symbol as not necessarily critical or even 
important.   I suspect all of us have seen this symbol light 

up on our dash at some time or another.  Some have seen 
it so often we totally ignore it and wait for it to disappear 
all on its own.  Indeed it is usually related to the failure of a 
sensor.  In some cases it is as simple as a loose gas filler cap 
and can reset itself.  In other cases the sensor experiences 
an intermittent faulty reading that again can go away on its 
own but may not turn off the check engine light.  I usually 
get a parts store to plug in the diagnosis tool and find the 
fault stored in the OBD computer.  Then we diagnose the 
faulty sensor reading and determine how critical the fault 
was and how expensive it would be to replace the sensor.  
To be quite honest I have been known to drive with a check 
engine light for years especially if the car is performing well.   
All right I will also admit on an old Aerostar van I put a piece 
of electrical tape over a particularly obnoxious check engine 
light until many years later the light went off, possibly be-
cause it burned out.
 Of course no story like this goes untold without talking 
about the good old days of our early cars.  Most VWs like 
the ones I drove had the usual turn signal symbols and high 
beam symbol plus one red light that would warn of a charg-
ing system failure especially as it could be caused by a failed 
fan pulley belt.  Later this translated into the similar lights 
on my 356.  The early 911 had more gauges and an oil pres-
sure light that had the annoying feature of flickering at idle 
and still be normal.  And the gas gauge had an additional 
waning light for low gas.  My 1999 Corvette had an enter-
taining information center that would tell me that Active 
Handling or ABS Engagement had occurred.  On especially 
aggressive track driving the display center was a virtual run-
ning commentary.  My favorite message was on the dash 
of the GTO and G8 imported from Holden of Australia.  Ev-
ery two hours of continuous driving a picnic table and tree 
would light up with a chime as a rest reminder.
 In any case I am not advocating that you should ignore 
a warning light or that you should over react to a warning 
light.  You should read your owner’s manual to familiarize 
yourself with your dashboard messages.  If lights go on and 
stay on you should get them evaluated by a competent pro-
fessional.  Appreciate the warning lights and messages pro-
vided by the manufacturer.  With the complexities of the 
modern car it is a driver’s aid we can all find useful.
 
Tom Fielitz
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Panchita -- a Car Full of Memories
 Story and photos by Member Valerie Roedenbeck Maloof

Last June, I received a family heirloom. Thanks to ubiquitous 
smartphones, we were able to watch its three-week journey, 
starting with the day when it was loaded onto a truck in front 
of my parents’ apartment in Lima, Perú. A couple of days lat-
er, a customs agent sent us photos of it, parked amidst boxes 
inside a shipping container loaded onto the ship Capricornus, 
which transported it on the waters of the Pacific and through 
the Panama Canal all the way to the U.S. We received an-
other photo of it waiting at customs in Miami, surrounded by 
yet more parcels. Then, the driver charged with transporting 
it to Michigan sent us a video as he loaded it onto his trailer 
for the highway journey. A few days later, after traveling over 
3,000 miles, my grandfather’s 1966 Volkswagen Beetle ar-
rived at my doorstep in Michigan. 

 It was surreal to see his little car in the land of F250s, 
Denalis and Navigators, still wearing Peruvian license plates 
and looking like it had survived an accidental trip in a South 
American Tardis. It quickly became apparent that the car was 
a she, and we wanted to name her. While waiting for her to 
arrive, we hadn’t known the car was a she – at that point it 
was just the Beetle, el escarabajo, or el Volkswagen, as she’d 
always been called). After a bit of back-and-forth, my brother 
and I named her Panchita. My father had lobbied for a more 
Germanic name, but we argued that while she may have 
been built in Germany, she had lived her entrire life on the 
roads of Peru, so she was really a criolla, just like us.
 My grandfather purchased Panchita from his employer, 
Bayer Perú, in the late sixties. The Beetle that was once a 
company car was meant to be the car everyone in the family 
could use or borrow. After he bought it, everyone did indeed 
drive it: my Aunt used it to commute until she got tired of the 
lack of air conditioning and my father borrowed it whenever 
he needed an extra car. Every summer, my mother drove my 
brother and I around in Panchita, easily reaching the back 
seat to break up fights while downshifting to 2nd so the Bee-
tle could make it up the arid Peruvian hills. Panchita spent 

summers full of sand and kids; sometimes all 4 cousins would 
get stuffed in it, though this became much harder to do as we 
added a 5th cousin and all of us grew to be over six feet tall. 
Even my grandfather drove it occasionally, particularly when 
he didn’t want to drive his beloved Mercedes on question-
able roads or with his German shepherd as passenger (this 
was probably wise of him because at least once, the poor 
dog had enough of the winding, dusty roads of the Peruvian 
desert and vomited on my brother and I, breaking up a fight 
much faster than my mom’s threats). After my parents’ and 
my generation outgrew Panchita’s lack of size and comfort, 
she was given to my cousin M, who needed a starter car. He 
drove her to college, and eventually on his first date with his 
now wife. Predictably, Panchita’s 6-volt battery died while 
they were having dinner and his date had to help him push-
start it. “That is how he seduced me,” she recently told me, 
laughing. They kept her for a while, but when they had kids 
they, too, outgrew Panchita.
 After my grandfather passed away nearly fifteen years 
ago, Panchita became my father’s. He was wise enough to 
understand that this little car held a great deal of our his-
tory in it, so he spent some time lovingly restoring her – not 

Panchita on her cross-hemispheric journey.

My brother and I (probably about to get into a fight).

So few buttons, so much zen.

(Continued on page 19)
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the way you would restore a car for a concours showing, but 
the way you maintain a useful vessel filled with memories. 
He replaced the battery to minimize push-starts, had the 
interior redone, and re-chromed the bumpers and various 
parts. When Panchita became mine a month ago, I probably 
hadn’t sat inside in nearly two decades, but the moment I 
did all the stories she held rushed right back. The smell of 
the red vinyl interior and the sound of the engine instantly 
transported me to those hot summers in Peru, the sweaty 
fights with my brother in the back seat, and the trips to my 
grandfather’s farm with the dog panting on us. There was 
something surreal about being in the driver’s seat, smelling 
the scents of upholstery and combustion and hearing the 
music of that tiny engine. There is such a meditative qual-
ity to this car: there is no working radio, no tach, no clock, 
no A/C, and no driver assists of any sort. When you’re in it, 
you’re going nowhere fast; you’re driving and that’s it. Pan-
chita is the kind of vehicle that reminds you that there was 
driving before TV, Netflix, and electronics, and it was pretty 
awesome.
 While some cars induce admiration because they are so 
exclusive and out of reach, the Beetle brings joy because at 
one point, it was the most common car around the world. 
I’ve only driven Panchita a month, but wherever I happen 
to be, people stop me to tell me about the Beetle they had 
in their life, and to tell me about the adventures they had 
in it. My friend N tells me, “when I was a kid my parents 
would do a cross-country trip every summer. We would 
leave while I was still asleep, so they would put me in the 
small cubby in the back of our Beetle, and when I’d wake, 
we’d stop for breakfast.” Our friend and long-time mechanic 
T tells me that he inherited a Beetle after his brother was 
drafted, and the first time he went to put gas in it, he was 
stunned to discover $2 would fill it up. The Brazilian man 
who transported Panchita to Michigan tells me, “this was my 
first car!” At the grocery store, a man walks up to tell me that 

he, too, had a 1960s Beetle. On the road, while waiting for 
the traffic light, a man asks me about Panchita, and when 
I tell him the car was my grandfather’s, he says “you know 
he’s riding with you, right?” Later, at another traffic light, a 
man enthusiastically gives me the thumbs-up and shares, “I 
had one in Syria!” It is wonderful to own a car so special yet 
so common, something that is so deeply tied to my unique 
and fragmented family history but also so intertwined with 
the world.
 As I drive Panchita, I wonder: in this era where everything 
(including cars) is so anticipatory, immediate and dispos-
able, will the new generations have the kinds of visceral, 
experiential memories attached to cars some of us were 
lucky enough to get? Cars used to be so deeply tied to free-
dom, weren’t they? Our first cars were, in a way, like our 
first loves: we remember their smell, their looks, but most 
of all the experiences and discoveries associated with them. 
Among the people I am lucky enough to call friends, heads 
nod when we recall youthful adventures in our parents’ cars 
or our own first car. Will that be the case among a genera-
tion that doesn’t have to travel to socialize, and that is learn-
ing to drive in cars that are so predictably safe that they are 
beyond dull? I am certain young people will have plenty of 
their own adventures to recall in middle age, but a big part 
of me would like cars like Panchita to be treasured beyond 
my generation.
 As if to give me hope, one of my teen daughters is show-
ing interest in Panchita. Soon after the Beetle’s arrival, I take 
her for a ride and she tells me she loves the smell of the car 
and the “feel” of it. “It’s like a bubble of happiness!” she 
exclaims, adding, “I could ride in this car all day!” A day later 
she tries driving Panchita for the first time, stalls once, and 
then takes off, intuitively feeling the clutch-throttle relation-
ship. I can’t contain my joy and break the no-electronics 
magic of our ride to take a video. She tells me she can’t wait 
to drive it on the road, but she’ll have to – the consequences 
for taking a car for a spin without a license have changed 
since I was a kid, too. “One day, this will be your car,” I tell 
her, and she smiles, adding to the memories Panchita al-
ready holds.

Panchita gets a bath after her travels. J, the fourth generation to drive Panchita.

(Panchita from page 17)
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Dear Zone 4,
Summertime in the Midwest, and there is no shortage of 
Porsche fun.  For me, July started with Parade at Lake of 
the Ozarks TanTarA resort, returning to where it all began 
for me. In 1983, my first PCA event,  I went to the Parade 
to meet my father and his wife Sheila, when he was Presi-
dent /CEO of Porsche AG.  This was my first experience as 
‘the daughter’.  Going back, how fitting, that I was able to 
Chair the Historic Display at the Concours as a tribute to 
his contribution to the marque we all love so much.  Above 
right, the Schutz Speedster spent the week in the lobby, 
here with me and Rick Riley (Western Michigan Region). 
 Many of our Zone 4 members won their class in compe-
tition from the concours to the autocross and all events in 
between.  Our Zone 4 reception on Monday evening was a 
packed house with over 160 members and friends of the 
zone.  Thanks to our sponsor Munks Motors, represented 
by owners Chris and Elaine Braden, all those who attended 
went home with a commemorative T-Shirt and glass.  
 Best of all, the Region of the Year Award went to Mid 
Ohio Region!  President Chip Henderson accepted the 
award and is shown in the photo with past president and 
past Zone 4 Rep Ron Carr and his wife Constance.  And I got 
to be in the photo with the trophy that will have a plaque 
for Mid Ohio Region.  So think about it, the rest of you – 
you are having a great year.  Catalog the fun and submit 
your region for next year. 
  
 

So then I just had to attend the P2O event in the middle 
of the month.  A few rain drops didn’t ruin the fun for us.  
Chip had the traveling trophy with him the entire weekend.  
Granville opened their doors and hearts for the Porsches in 
the streets. 
 As most of you know, DE events are my passion, I had a 
blast at the Allegheny Region DE at Pitt Race the last week-
end in July.  Great group and fabulous track.  
 I then drove back to Michigan to see several Zone 4 en-
trants at the Concours of America at the Inn at St Johns.  
On Saturday night, the Porsche bus from Brumos was in 
the pavilion lot, and Rick Riley and I ran into Don Leather-
wood from Brumos.  They called the bus “Buster”, and they 
didn’t realize that my Boxster S that I bought from Brumos 
is “Buster, the Brumos Boxster”.  Thus the photo opp to-
gether. 
 

See you around the Zone!   

Lori  

Around The Zone
By Lori Schutz
Zone 4 Representative
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Man, I cannot believe it is August all ready. That seems to 
be a common statement made by many in Michigan. This 
is especially true if you are an RSR member. The calendar 
has been packed with great events all summer long. With 
a busy schedule time really flies. This packed schedule is a 
tribute to all the members who planned and ran the various 
events. So to celebrate we planned yet another event.
 This event was the first Flash Drive of the year. It proved 
to be a great one. Twelve cars came out for a run from US-

23 and North Territorial to Sandhill Crane Vineyards. The 
weather was incredible and the group enjoyed sitting at 
a number of picnic tables sampling wine and noshing on 
some great dried meats, cheese, and crackers. What a 
beautiful and great time!
 Sorry if you couldn’t make it but the next Flash Drive is 
targeted for September. Hope you will be able to make it 
out. As they say, “the more the merrier.”

Sandhill Crane Winery Flash Drive
By Events Committee Co-chair Matt Huber with photos by Burghard Linn
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Point of Entry

There are a lot of potential Porsche owners/enthusiasts out 
there that we just haven’t met yet.  Case in point, the real 
estate appraiser was out to the house a few days ago to 
look things over with the garage being the last area of the 
house he looked at.  Of course my garage is a little fuller 
than most, (4 cars and assorted stuff like a trailer, lawn trac-
tor, etc.) which prompted him to ask not about the size of 
the garage but which was my favorite (car.)?  After some 
discussion he remarked that he really liked the brown 944.  
The 944 was a car he wanted to own ever since it first came 
out way back when.  I, of course, encouraged him to go buy 
one.  That conversation also got me thinking about an ar-
ticle I wrote a few years ago that I thought would be an 
appropriate follow-up, with some random updates, to last 
month’s article.       

From November 2014
Back in July (this was July of 2014) I made a couple of ob-
servations about the current Porsche business model.  The 
first one was that an “entry level” Porsche was best defined 
as a used Porsche.  It could be a 30 year old 944 or a 12 
year old 996 but “new” Porsches started at the 60K+, plain 
and simple, not what one would traditionally call entry level 
pricing.  The second observation was that Porsche had most 
definitely been targeting a broader and less traditional (at 
least for Porsche) customer base with the introduction of 
the SUV and sedan product lines. Now fast forward a few 
months to the Porsche executive comments concerning 
the entry level product question.  Apparently, I was merely 
an observer of what Porsche had already decided.  When 
asked about the possibility of the new 718 “entry level” 
Porsche model, the response was as follows: 

“We’re not talking about entry models at Porsche,” 
said von Platen. “Our entry model is our pre-owned 
program.”  He further comments that the Macan is act-
ing as “a kind of entry point to the brand attracting 
new customers.”

 So should we be concerned?  Is this a bad thing for the 
future of the Porsche ownership base?  I really don’t think 
so.  Porsche’s corporate siblings, VW and Audi, are more 
than capable of providing new product to compete with the 
Subaru WRXsti and Nissan 370Z’s of the world.  Porsche, 
quite frankly, can and should do the same with their pre-
owned program.  Why would a potential Porsche owner 

settle for a new 370Z when they could have a low mile-
age Cayman or even say a 2005 911 with 78K miles?  They 
wouldn’t, they want a Porsche.  This brings me to my latest 
observations.

“The first Porsche, built in 1948, is still with us… It will 
live on in all of our cars” Ferry Porsche

 This quote really stood out when I realized that all of 
my immediate friends, myself included, that own Porsches 
bought their first one used.  It had nothing at all to do with 
the cost of entry; it was all about the point of entry.    What, 
point of entry, what do you mean?  I’ll explain.  Porsche 
owners, at least from my perspective, share a common 
enthusiasm for the Porsche brand and the driving perfor-
mance and experience that it provides.   All of Porsche’s 
products carry this DNA, regardless of engine position, cool-
ing type, or number of doors.   That is what enables new 
and pre-owned Porsches to seduce and capture their own-
ers. It’s the esthetics and the experience, not necessarily 
the “newness”.  
 Now it is also my experience that while Porsche own-
ers share a common enthusiasm for the Porsche brand and 
Porsche performance, they do not necessarily share a com-
mon opinion as to what design best defines it.   You know 
the discussions, air-cooled vs. water cooled, front engine, 
rear engine, mid-engine, and please don’t forget the “oh 
NO Mr. Bill! NOT AN SUV” debate.   We all had our definition 
of what we wanted our first Porsche to be, hence my “point 
of entry” observation.  My friends who bought 1980’s vin-
tage air-cooled 911’s as their first Porsche had no interest 
in buying a newer 1990’s or 2000’s 911.  The 1988 911 with 
a G50 transmission was their preferred point of entry into 
Porsche ownership. 
 My point of entry was a 1983 944.    I had ridden in and 
driven 911’s and Boxsters but as a refugee from the 80’s the 
944 had been one of my icon cars, the Porsche to have back 
in the day, the one I thought I wanted. This particular car 
had been in my custodianship for a couple of years when 
the then current owner, a very good friend of mine, asked 
me if I would like to finally take it off of his hands for a mod-
est sum of money.  Oh yeah, uh huh!  Now admittedly, the 
more time I had spent caring for the car the more anxious I 
had become for him to finally give up on storing the car and 
allow me to buy it, so as any good friend would do, I decid-
ed to “do him a favor” and take it off of his hands.   I’ve since 
bought several more, sold one of those, scrapped one poor 

The 944 Chronicles
 By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

(Continued on page 27)
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CARS FOR SALE  

1973 Porsche 914 1.7: VIN :4732909088 96788 miles, Or-
ange with black 
interior, Mahle 
wheels. Very 
nice condition 
but not perfect, 
very nice driver 
car. Everything 

works except heater (no heater boxes). Original D-Jetronic 
injection, 1.7 liter engine. In last 500 miles: All new brakes, 
all new injectors, new clutch, new front struts, new anti-
roll bar bushings, new oil cooler, all engine sheet metal 
re-fastened, new pushrod tube bushings. In heated inside 
storage (my workshop) for last 7 years. $5000 or best offer. 
Contact George Lindquist, glindqui@umich.edu, 734-355-
9724. (9/18)

2009 Ariel Atom: 4,500 miles, many upgrades, extra wheel 
w/ slicks, car cover, Lithium Battery w/ charger.  $55,000  
Tom Krueger 313-570-2223 (9/18)

2006 911 S Cabriolet (997):  54,443 miles, 6 speed manual, 
355 HP. Texas car. Gor-
geous all original ex-
tremely clean with no 
dings or chips.  Rare Car-
rara white with Cocoa full 
leather interior.  Addi-

tional Equipment: Paint matched center console, NAV, 
heated seats, 19” Carrera Classic wheels, Bose High End 
sound, power seat package, self-dimming mirrors and 
more.  Original sticker $104,710. Loaded with almost every 
option offered.  $41,999 Contact Chris Conlin at cconlin@
conlintravel.com or 734-477-6052 (07/18)

2003 Porsche 911 Cabriolet:  35,800 miles (will increase 
with driving)  VIN: WP-
0CA29993S652633.  Tri-
ple black, meticulously 
maintained, accident 
free and has the IMS kit 
installed (~7k miles ago).   
Car is very well optioned, 
driven only in the sum-

mer with all maintenance records since my purchase. Sold 
new for over $96k in 2003. Michelin Pilot Sport tires in-
stalled in May 2017 and catalytic converter replaced in Oc-
tober 2017. Includes custom fit car cover. Asking:  $30,000.  
For more details and many pictures contact jonheidorn@
comcast.net  or 734.239.2942 (cell) (06/18)

OTHER ITEMS

Simpson Bandit helmet: SA2015, size XXL. Predrilled for 
restraint system, comes with extra in-
terior padding and helmet bag. 
Bought new last summer, only worn 
once at Grattan DE. As new in the box. 
$395.  Contact Jeff Uhlman MVR-PCA 
419-260-8644 or mittlemotor@gmail.
com (04/18)

Four Hancook Ventus S1 Evo run-flat tires; 225/45-17, 
$180 obo. Also, 4 Dunlop SP Winter Sport 3D tires, 225/45-
17, $140. All tread depths about 5mm. Call Andy Sasyk or 
text 734-718-6432. (03/18)

Four 17” Rial Turbo Twist (Cup 3) Wheels: from 1995 Car-
rera 4. Front 7.5Jx 17H2. Rear 9Jx 
17H2.  $750.00.  Never used.  Some 
minor scratches near center from 
moving while in storage.  Dunlop SP 
Winter Sport tires are currently 
mounted. Less than 50 miles.  
205/50R17 and 255/40R17 mud and 
snow. Dated 2001. Could coordinate 

local delivery.  Contact Mike McGarry.  248-701-2143.  
red993@icloud.com. (11/17)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call Clem 
Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/17) 

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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Vintage Munk’s
Service & Restoration

Since 1969

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248-335-5424

and unfortunate  purple car, aka “Barney,” which was deemed 
too structurally wounded to save, and am working to get the 
“scruffier” one ready for track days next year. I’m finally doing 
track days with my current favorite, the brown car.
 So that leaves us with the market expansion observation, 
you know, the comment about the Cayenne and Macan acting 
as entry points to the brand attracting new customers.  The 
Cayenne has been a sales success and brought the Porsche 
experience to many new and potentially long term Porsche 
owners.   From my humble observing point, it has done noth-
ing to dilute the Porsche brand or driver experience.  As for 
the Macan, Porsche CEO Von Platen has stated that he expects 
possibly 80% of Macan buyers to be first time purchasers of 
a new Porsche.  According to popular reviews of the Macan, 
those first time buyers will be rewarded (and were by all ac-
counts) with performance that is everything one would expect 
of a vehicle with a Porsche badge on the hood, a vehicle that 
was designed to be driven.  Isn’t that what Ferry Porsche in-
tended?

(944 Chronicles from page 25)
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, August 7, 2018

Tim Pott:  President ................................................Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President ...................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present 
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ................................Present
Mike O’Rear ............................................................Absent
Kevin Kral ................................................................Absent

Jim Dowty:  Insurance Chair ...................................Present
Christian Maloof ....................................................Present
Dan Kantrow ..........................................................Present
Jeremy Goddard .....................................................Present
William Rogers .......................................................Present
 

Members & Visitor Present: Vigen Darian, Lynda J. Wolf, 
Phil Mather, Charlie Brown III, Zachary Huber, Dru Huber, 
Matt Huber, John Horner, David Finch, Tom Krueger, Ar-
nie Spieker Peter MacFarlane, Jessica MacFarlane, Mike 
Wenners, Conrad Zumhagen, Beth Peterson, Rick Peter-
son, David Walker, Peter Maehling, Tom Green, Alex Green, 
Doug Finn and Glenn Trapp.

Call to Order:  Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 
7:07PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

President’s Report: Tim reported that Craig Layson lost his 
life in a plane crash in Alaska.  Craig owned Stoney Creek 
Collision.  Our thoughts go out to his family.

Meeting Minutes: June meeting minutes were reviewed.  
Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the June and 
July Reports. Motion: To approve both reports passed
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any 
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn 
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Insurance Report: Jim Dowty has certificates for all our 
drive events.

Advertising Report: None

Membership:  Glenn Trapp stated that the club member-
ship is up to 318 members.  

Track Report:   Christian Maloof discussed the last remain-
ing event.  And he informed us that Waterford will be com-
pletely torn up after our last event.  Next year he would like 
to get help in the advertising of our specific events.

Newsletter:  Mike O’Rear set the deadline for content on 
19-Aug. He needs content.

Website:  Tim would like to see pictures of our cars updated 
on the site.

Events Committee:  Dru, Matt and Zach Huber reviewed 
the following list of events. 

● Aug 17-19: Zone event – Porsches across the Mackinaw 
Bridge.  Need volunteers.

● Aug 26: RSR car show Mini-concours @ 4:00, Hosts: Sue 
Sarin & Arnie Spieker

● Sep 9: Picnic at Sandhill Soaring Club, Dave Finch, Peter 
Grant and John Kytasty (back up 16th)

● Sep 23: Yankee Air Museum, Host: Peter Grant. Fly in the 
B-17 (8 riders required.  $450/person). 

● Oct 14: Annual RSR Color Tour, Hosts:  Stuart and Sally 
Free (Editor’s Note:  subsequently moved to Saturday, 
October 13)

● Oct 27: Cider Mill Tour, Host: Jessica MacFarlane.  
● Nov 4: Polar Bear Run, Host: Sebastian Gaeta
● Dec?? Holiday Party
● Dec?? Holiday Lights at Meadow Brook – Host: Jessica

New Business:  Board meetings need to move to Wednes-
days for Sept, Oct and Nov.  Mary Ann to call Phillis.  

Old Business:  Still need one more person to replace Peter 
Grant because he is not eligible to run again.

Motion To Adjourn: the meeting passed unanimously at 
7:50PM.

Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary
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Hmmmm? August 26. End of August…you’ve got to be kid-
ding me! Labor Day next weekend, meaning the end of the 
driving season is fast approaching. Holy Cow, where has 
the summer gone? And OMG, my article is due today and 
I’m once again bereft of an idea. What to do? 
 Delay! I mean, I’ve known about today all month and 
have managed to delay it this long, so what’s another hour 
of two while I browse through my computer. What’s this? 
A lead story on MSN.com that reads:

 “Singer-Williams 911 DLS at Pebble Beach is Porsche 
Perfection”

 REALLY? I didn’t know anyone, much less MSN, had 
defined “Porsche Perfection”. Certainly, there are about 
as many ideas of what the perfect Porsche is as there are 
people who dream of or actually own one. Let’s look a 
bit closer…how about the opening line” “The classic 964 
shape doesn’t get any better than this.” Well there’s a con-
troversial statement right off the bat. A 964, huh? From all 
the scuttlebutt I’ve heard, the 964 is a love it or hate it kind 
of car. Some folks love the bumpers, others think they’re 
too big, too heavy, and spoil the line of the car. But OK, the 
964 was the “starter” for the resto-mod and in fact the (to 
some) offending bumpers have been modified. Better? All 
in the eye of the beholder.
 Power? Well, for some the fact that they have put in an 
entirely and outrageously different air-cooled boxter-six is 
great news, since the “venerable” 3.6L twin-plug had it’s 
advocates…or not. What they did put in the car is a 4.0L 
air-cooled flat six that makes 500 non-turbocharged horse-
power and spins to 9,000 RPM. Now this is some serious 
air-cooled horsepower, especially when you couple it with 
the fact that they’ve managed to bring the finished car in 
at less than 2,200 pounds. Now this is serious performance 
and I suspect most of us would love to hear the scream of 
an air-cooled spinning at 9,000 RPM…it has to be a glorious 
noise. Or not.
 What about all the 356 huggers who revel in their four-
cylinder (maybe) 90 horsepower engines…struggling to 
make it to 6,000 RPM? Is one or the other “perfection”? 
Not sure I’d want to get in the middle of that discussion/
argument. And while there are advocates for both ends 
of this horsepower spectrum, the vast majority of our 
Porsches are in the six-cylinder, 200 horsepower category. 
By sheer force of number, does this mean they represent 
perfection?

 The final paragraph of the article states: “Inside and out, 
it’s hard to imagine a classic air-cooled 911 looking – or 
driving – any better than this”. Hmmm? I suppose that’s 
true if your idea of perfection is a balls-to-the wall all out 
performance machine that looks and drives great. And 
please don’t get me wrong, this is a great looking and I’m 
sure incredibly performing Porsche…but does it define 
“Porsche Perfection”. I think those of us looking for this 
kind of perfection own or lust after the GT3 or GT2 911s, 
the 959, or the GT4 Cayman. But I’m willing to bet that 
there are a lot of us out there who seek something differ-
ent. Perhaps a quirky, ergonomical nightmare of a car that 
requires total concentration and involvement to drive well, 
which we all know to be the “classic” 911, be it a ’69 long 
nose or an ‘89 Carrera. Classic…most definitely. Porsche 
Perfection? Depends on what your definition of perfection 
is, I guess.
 Does the Singer-Williams 911 DLS represent “Porsche 
Perfection”? I don’t think so. Is it a great Porsche? Abso-
lutely…but I like my “classic” ’85 Carrera just fine thank 
you. Of course, we could get into a discussion about what 
defines “classic”.

Later! 

From the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant



32

The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI  48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 63

SOUTHFIELD MI

©Porsche Cars North America, INC. Porsche Recommends seat belt usage and observation of all traffic laws at all times 

The$heirs$to$over$60$years$of$racing$legacy.$$Divided$equally.$

Porsche(of(Farmington(Hills(


