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contact us today for clean, dry, 
climate controlled storage

734-761-1088

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088  
www.arbormotion.com/rennstatt

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.

winter 
storage
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Let me start by saying “oops”!  In last 
month’s “On the Grid” article I left out 
a very important “thank-you” to John 
Kytasty.  John did a fabulous job of putting 
food together and performing the chef 
duties at the Soaring with RSR picnic event.  
John also sees to the distribution of the 
Bahn Stormer, one of the many behind the 
scenes jobs that make this club work.  It is 

difficult to remember all the folks who contribute to this club 
and make it work largely because there are so many of you.  My 
sincere apologies for the miss.
 We are always looking to add new events to the calendar, 
so if you have an idea of an event that you think would be fun 
please step forward and present it.  Hosting and planning events 
does not have to be a daunting task.  Nor does an event need to 
be a big affair involving clowns and circus ponies.   Sometimes 
the best events are the simplest.  Club events are a necessary 
distraction for the upcoming winter doldrums and I, for one, 
need all the distraction from winter I can get.  

Grass Roots Racing?
Every year my son Nick and I take a trip to the SCCA National 
Runoffs.   For the uninitiated, the runoffs are the grand finale 
for SCCA national racing in a winner take-all event.  Racers come 
from all over the country to compete and there is a huge cross 
section of competitors, some well financed and some on a 
shoestring budget.  
 This year the races were held at a unique venue; the 
Brickyard at Indianapolis.  A special road course was designed 
which utilized much of the infield as well as the main straight 
of the iconic oval.  Kudos to whoever designed this track as it 
provided some of the best racing I’ve seen in almost thirty years 
of attendance.  Indy is a remarkable and historical place and 
the level of professionalism displayed by the safety crews and 
workers made this event especially memorable.  
 My first exposure to a major SCCA event of this level was in 
the early 1980s when I went to the June Sprints at Road America.    
At that time a twenty-four foot trailer with a canopy attached 
represented a well-funded effort, something to be envied.  Now 
as you walk through a paddock at the runoffs the twenty-four 
foot trailer level of participation is considered minimal for most 
of the participants.  The parking and paddock area are filled with 
stacker trailers capable of transporting several cars and pulled 
by a semi tractor.  The entourage accompanying one of these 
who scurry around, prep, load, unload, fix and eat would easily 
represent twice the annual budget most of the guys I raced 
with.  These folks are spending crazy amounts of money for just 
the two weeks of practicing, tuning and finally competing in the 
“big dance”.  Every year I go to the runoffs I have to ask myself, 
“This is amateur road racing?”  It sure looks like semi-pro to me.  

 As Nick and I were perched at what we had determined, 
along with half the other spectators, to be the best vantage 
point to see the most of the action, we heard a sputtering, 
clunking truck with a wooden bed trailer pull into a grassy 
spot directly across from our seats.  It was some old, rusted 
out Chrysler dually with a V8 that sounded like there were as 
many cylinders that were being dragged along for the ride as 
were contributing to the forward motion.  The gentleman who 
got out of the truck was certainly a veteran of the SCCA racing 
community.  Moving ever so deliberately, he went to work first 
on the truck itself.  I’m not at all certain what he did to the truck, 
mostly just stared at the engine before closing the hood and 
then turning his attention to a Bugeye Sprite, that was on jack 
stands.  As I watched him work, I could only hope that his driving 
would not be a reflection of his work pace.  By the time I got 
bored watching him he had unloaded two race tires and rolled 
them into position at the rear of his racer.  Sadly, Nick and I were 
not able to see him compete that day as his was the last race of 
the event and we had jobs to get to the next day.  

 I had considered going over to the owner and driver of 
this Bugeye to do a sort casual interview for this article, but 
watching him seemed to inform me that being left alone to do 
his own thing was probably best.  I’ve encountered a few guys 
like this throughout the years and I have a pretty good idea how 
any answers to my questions might go anyway.  Finishing in 
the top ten was not any part of his goal.  He was there only to 
compete on his own level and be a part of something that he 
enjoyed.  Guys like that only need to be racing for their personal 
best or with the person directly in front of them, not the million 
dollar efforts required to be at the head of the pack.  Being 
lapped by the front-runners does not deter or discourage these 
folks.  Finishing the race and being part of the show is all that is 
important.
 After considering the pressure for a top ten finish, 
sponsorship and a constant need for improvement that the 
front-runners seem to push towards, I’m wondering if our friend 
with the battered truck and trailer doesn’t actually have it right.  
Nobody could take away what he had achieved: camaraderie 
and competition.    

On the Grid
 By RSR President Tim Pott 
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Annual Rally Sport Region's 
Holiday Party -- 2017

Please join us for a casual evening with fellow members and friends. The 
evening is brought to you by Porsche of Ann Arbor and the Rally Sport 
Region. There will be dining stations, a cash bar and entertainment. 

Again this year there is no charge for the party, but you are asked to bring 
unwrapped toys for donation to the C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital. With a 
free event, please consider converting those savings into the equivalent 
value of toys and games, a toy store gift certificate or a cash donation for 
the young patients at Mott.

Remember Mott Hospital treats children 
from infants to age 18. Their suggestions 
for new toy donations include:
New and Used Xbox 360 Games. Each    
 room has an Xbox 360
Infant and Toddler Toys 
Play-Doh and accessories 
Legos 
Coloring Books 
Craft kits (more complex projects) 
Character toys (super heroes, Dora, etc) 
Crayola art supplies 
Hot Wheels Cars

Please note that these are only 
suggestions. Should you see a toy that 
you feel would create the ultimate gift 
for a sick child, feel free to “ramp it up.” 

No time to shop for gifts? No problem!
Bring a check made out to UMHS Child 
& Family Life.

For more information C.S. Mott 
Children's Hospital's UMHS Child & 
Family Life fund go to:  
http://givetomott.org/ways-to-give/mot-
t-wish-list/

Date: Saturday, December 2nd
Time: 6:30-9:30

Where: Porsche of Ann Arbor,  
2575 S. State Street, Ann Arbor

Dress: Business Casual
RSVP by November 24th to mor734@gmail.com
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RSR Calendar of Events

For more information on surrounding area 
events, see “Around the Zone” on page 15.

November 5 (Sun.) 10:00 AM: Polar Bear Run -- Host:  
Sebastian Gaeta (see below)

November 7 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Annual General Mem-
bership Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth 

December 2 (Sat.): 6:30 PM:  Holiday Party at Porsche of 
Ann Arbor -- Host RSR President Tim Pott

Rally Sport Region Polar Bear Run
Sunday November 5th, 2017

Rally Sport members are invited to take that one last drive before putting your babies 
away for the winter. The beautiful driving route takes about one hour and we stop at the 
Common Grill in Chelsea for lunch afterwords. TO BE GUARANTEED A MAP AND RES-
ERVATIONS AT THE COMMON GRILL, PLEASE RSVP BY NOVEMBER 2ND.

The Polar Bear Run meeting time is 10:00am at the McDonald’s parking lot on Zeeb Rd 
and I-94. We push off at 10:30am with an expected drive time of one hour. Please note 
the new starting time is 1/2 hour earlier than previous events. Hosted by Sebastian Gaeta

Please RSVP to sebastian@arbormotion.com

Stewart & Sally Free once again 
stepped up and hosted the 2017 
Color Tour (see page 10).  As usual 
with their efforts, every detail was 
perfect.
 Also a special mention for all the 
photographs these two bring to the 
Bahn Stormer.  Stewart is a master 
of artsy cover shots and Sally is 
relentless in making sure everyone is 
captured on “film” at our events.
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TEAM ILLUMINATA MOTORSPORT

teamilluminata.com
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Current Membership 501*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

John & Dawn Horner  ............................ 44
Dave & Cole Winston ............................ 36
Stephen & Carol Park ............................ 34
Carl & William Morganti ....................... 23
Mark Schettenhelm & Joan Walton ...... 20
Timothy Shinn & Elizabeth Pielsticker ... 20
Greg Steen & Susan Parent ................... 19
Chuck & Mary Jo Freitas ....................... 17
Pat Jeski ................................................. 16
Bill & Linda Damon................................ 15 
Daniel Wallace & Sharon Dusterhoft .... 15
Matt & Michelle Malec ......................... 12
Tim Norman .......................................... 12
Pat & Amy Paul...................................... 10

John Dixon ............................................... 9
George & Mary Gilligan ........................... 5
Chuck Palfi & Jane Clawson-Palfi............. 5
John & Diane Thomson ........................... 5
Yue Fan .................................................... 4
Stephen Ascherl ...................................... 2
Don Louwsma ......................................... 2
John McIver............................................. 2
Wes Rozan ............................................... 2
Frank & Holly Kunick ............................... 1
Mike & JianPing McKelvey ...................... 1

Stephen & Diane Salata
Pinckney, MI
1986 Garnet Red 911 Turbo

* Includes 308 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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Persistent rain could not dampen the spirits of our intrepid 
members.  About 30 cars turned out on October 14 for our 
annual Fall Color Tour.  Cars models included 911s, Boxsters, 
Targas, Caymans, two 944s, and a 968.  The Porsches ranged 
in size from Tim and Barb Pott’s 914 to George and Mary 
Gilligan’s Panamera S.  Many thanks to Claire and Al Utter 
and Joanne and Doug Ash who braved the rain to handle 
our insurance waivers and distribute driving routes to mem-
bers who could stay dry and warm in their cars.  
 We wound our way past Pinckney, Hell, Gregory, and the 
Waterloo Recreation Area before arriving in Jackson.  Al-
though the roads were wet, there was minimal traffic so we 
could maintain an enjoyable driving pace.  Fall color was at 
its peak, albeit muted by the rains.  Members spent about 
a half hour in a (dry/warm) local restaurant stretching their 

legs, enjoying a snack, and catching up with each other.    
 From Jackson we motored eastward while finding some 
different, smooth, curvy roads through the Waterloo Rec-
reation Area.  We arrived at the Chelsea Grill to find ample 
parking, a separate room for our group, and a custom menu.  
Everyone seemed to enjoy both the atmosphere and food.  
Thanks to all who braved the weather to participate in our 
Color Tour and the dinner.  The success of this event is due 
to the members who come out to enjoy their cars, share 
some good food, and spend some time with friends.   
 Thanks to Emmanuel Garcia for posting many photos 
from this Tour, along with the Driving Routes from this and 
previous Tours, on our Rally Sport web site at:  http://rsp.
pca.org/default.htm and http://rsp.pca.org/RSRevents.
html

2017 Color Tour
By RSR members and event hosts Stewart & Sally Free. Photos by Stewart & Sally Free and Mike & Kathy O’Rear

Host Doug Ash, Stewart & Sally Free were on hand to 
greet hardy participants.

Club President Tim Pott, members Ted Francis, Kathy O’Rear and 
Phil & Francie Kish stayed dry (sort of) as the event formed up.

Clair Utter made sure everyone signed the 
waiver in spite of the rain.
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On left, new 
members Peter 
& Jessica Mac-
Farlane were 
not afraid to 
get their 1989 
911 Carrera 4 
wet. At right, 
Clay & Margy 
Shouse.

At times very wet, but still colorful!
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty

Rd.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz.  

Porsche Self Service
Last month I wrote a column about where we have come 
from in terms of car maintenance self-service. One big is-
sue that I glossed over was training. It is one thing to learn 
about servicing your car from your father but quite another 
to become proficient in specialized mechanical techniques. 
Your typical certified mechanic acquires a huge number of 
training hours and continues training to retain that certi-
fication. Those huge rolling tool chests that each one per-
sonally owns is not stocked with tools picked up at garage 
sales. The investment a mechanic has in his trade is signifi-
cant and extensive. To give the topic a proper perspective 
I asked Tim Pott, probably the most respected mechanic I 
have ever known, and a professor who has trained mechan-
ics, to weigh in on the subject of self-service. Here is what 
Tim thoughtfully provided in response:

 I love contrasting the old and new Porsches. We’ve come 
such a long way since I’ve been in this business. I think there 
are still plenty of things that a Do-It-Yourselfer can repair 
on a contemporary Porsche. Changing oil is certainly one of 
them. If you consider changing oil on a 993, however, that 
might be a different story; those are a bit trickier and cer-
tainly much more time consuming than one might expect. 
Brakes, if anything, have become easier to maintain on the 
later cars as they don’t have the re-packable, tapered roller 
bearings in the front. Multi-link suspension systems, on the 
other hand, are more complex and are less user-friendly 
than the earlier cars. It really depends on the area of the car 
you might decide to work on.
 One area that has become much more inaccessible is 
the engine management system. Without some in-depth 
knowledge of these ever more complex systems a DIYer can 
easily waste needless money and time trying to diagnose 
and fix some of the issues that might plague these Porsches. 
Many of the auto manufacturers have taken advantage of 
the complexity of these systems in an attempt to keep the 
independent technicians and DIYers from working on late 
model vehicles in general. Thankfully, there is a strong 
enough network in our trade as well as training and equip-
ment that allows us to keep up to speed, but not without 
significant expense. I would not recommend that a DIYer at-
tempt to diagnose or repair this area of the vehicle, or any 
of the other electronically sophisticated systems on a late 
model Porsche. The only exception would be if the individual 
happens to possess specific knowledge of these systems and 

has access to information that most other folks do not.
 Which brings me to my DIYer mantra; “Know Thy Limita-
tions!”. I’m often asked by a customer or club member, “Do 
you think this is something I can do myself?” and I’m often 
tempted to answer, “ I don’t know, can you?” I stay away 
from the flip response, but the truth is that I have no abil-
ity to look into someone’s head or garage to see what level 
of competence and resources they may possess. The deci-
sion to take on a particular job is something that everybody 
working on their own has to figure out for themselves. I have 
seen people working on their own cars who have bungled 
what I consider a very easy job and others who have tack-
led projects successfully that I would have thought was way 
over their head. You can go on the internet and find many 
enthusiasts who have taken on very large and complex proj-
ects that I would have thought unwise, but were rewarded 
with success. Other projects I’ve seen leave me shaking my 
head in disbelief at how uninformed and sloppy some folks 
are while working on an expensive piece of equipment.
 Another question one should ask themself is the motive 
for doing work on your own. Is this to save money, or to 
learn and enjoy the process? If it is to enjoy the process and 
learn more about your car, that is typically the better mo-
tive. More often than not, doing work on your own won’t 
save money, especially if your time is considered to have 
value. There are tons of projects that I could do around my 
home, but I always weigh into the equation what my time is 
worth. For example; I could probably replace some worn out 
plumbing in my basement, but wouldn’t my time be better 
spent working at my shop doing what I know how to do effi-
ciently and competently? Usually the best scenario is for me 
to work in my shop to earn the money so I can pay someone 
else to do the plumbing job.

Tim Pott
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Porsche	  of	  Ann	  Arbor

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor
Come visit our brand new Porsche building

2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street.  go North 1/2 mile...

Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano

Zone 4 Representative

Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
Every year, PCA presents a number of National Awards 
announced during the week of Parade.  These include En-
thusiast of the Year, Family of the Year, Region of the Year, 
and Public Service Awards.  The procedure for nominations 
for these awards is easy; just create a brief write up (in MS 
Word) and include 5 photographs and/or newsletter articles.  
Specific requirements for each of the awards can be found 
on the PCA website.  Then, send the submission via email 
to Awards@pca.org, prior to the December 31, 2017 dead-
line.  Every region within PCA excels in its own way, and this 
should be recognized.  Please encourage your Region Offi-
cers and Board to prepare a submission.  This year, Central 
Indiana Region was recognized with a Public Service Honor-
able Mention Award for their Cruzionsville event.
 I recently attended Treffen Asheville.  This was the third 
Treffen North America event held in the new format, which 
replaces Escape.  The 3½ day event centers around driving, 
dining, and exploring.  The long weekend began with Regis-
tration and a Welcome Reception on Wednesday evening, 
giving the 455 PCA members from 68 regions a chance to 
socialize.  The following morning we met bright and early for 
our driving tour to Lake Lure.  Upon arriving at Lake Lure, 
we took a boat tour.  In addition to viewing the magnificent 
scenery, I learned that parts of Dirty Dancing were filmed 
here.  Following the boat tour, we enjoyed a buffet lunch at 
The Veranda Restaurant in the Lake Lure Inn.  After lunch, 
the driving tour continued as we navigated the Blue Ridge 
Parkway before returning to the Omni Grove Park Inn.  That 
evening, we had dinner at 1 of the 5 downtown restaurants 
chosen by the organizers.  Friday morning, we met at the 
staging area at 6:45 a.m. for the drive I was looking forward 
to most: the Tail of the Dragon.  It was over 100 miles from 
our starting point to the beginning of the Tail, and along 
the way, we stopped at the Fontana Dam.  There were 12 
Porsches in our group, which arrived at the entrance around 
9 a.m.  After 318 turns in 11.1 miles, we stopped at the rest 
area by the top for a short break.  Some of the passengers 
and drivers switched places, before we drove the Tail in the 
opposite direction.  The entire group, close to 50 cars, met 
for lunch at the Tapoco Lodge, and then returned to Ashe-
ville to get ready for the evening’s dinner.  Friday night, we 
enjoyed Tapas on the Mountainview Terrace of the Grove 
Park Inn, and were able to view a beautiful sunset.  Saturday, 

we took another driving tour through some more of North 
Carolina’s scenic and winding roads to the Tryon Equestri-
an Center, which will be host to the 2018 World Equestrian 
Games.  Saturday evening there was a dinner at the Grove 
Park Inn Country Club.  Of course, no trip to Asheville would 
be complete without a tour of the Biltmore, so we made 
sure to visit before returning home.  It truly was a wonderful 
event.
 `This is an important time of year, and I’m reminding you 
that you can help shape and support your region.  Please 
consider volunteering and taking part in the upcoming plan-
ning meetings. Maybe this is the year that you lead a tour, 
organize an event, or host a party.
 Please remember to check your in boxes, region’s newslet-
ter and website, as well as the Zone 4 website http://zone4.
pca.org  for the most up to date information about events 
available to you.  Also, consider attending other regions’ 
events, such as:
• November 5 is Rally Sport Region’s Polar Bear Run and 

lunch at the Common Grill
• Alleghaney Region’s Business Meeting is November 8 
• November 8 is Michiana Region’s Member Meeting at 

Dandino’s Supper Club in Goshen
• Maumee Valley Region’s Annual Planning Meeting is No-

vember 11
• November 11 is Northern Ohio Region’s Annual Meeting 

at Stoddard  
• Join Western Michigan Region Members on November 11 

for Dinner in Allendale, MI
• November 13 is Mid-Ohio Region’s Board Meeting at the 

Rusty Bucket 
• Motor-Stadt Region’s Board Meeting at Spagnuolo’s in 

Okemos is November 14
• November 17 is Southeast Michigan Region’s Member-

ship Dinner 
• Ohio Valley Region’s Holiday Party is November 18 in Blue 

Ash
• November 18 is Central Indiana Region’s Annual Dinner 

and Election of Officers 
If you have any questions or comments please feel free to 
contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Thanks,
Michael
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Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

WE GIVE THANKS FOR EVERYONE
WHO’S TRUSTED US SINCE 1969
Free flatbed towing, call for details.
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Eighteen people and about ten cars showed up at the Mc-
Donald’s on Zeeb road to take a leisurly drive through the 
country to the Gregory Glider Port near Gregory, Michigan. 
Many more joined by driving directly to the field as we had 
a total turnout of about thirty-plus people. Chef John Kytas-
ty provided another great BBQ, taking care of purchasing 
and transporting the food. And then John got everything 
set up and served as head chef. He deserves enormous rec-
ognition for his efforts to provide burgers and tuna steaks 

(they were awesome) for all to enjoy. There was also pota-
to salad, cole slaw, and a host of other goodies brought by 
many of the participants. No one went hungry…including 
the pilots and support gang from the field!
 While not part of the RSR event, thanks to Dave Finch, 
those who wished to experience a glider flight had the op-
portunity to do so -- with a number of flights piloted by 
Dave himself.  What a great way to spend a sunny summer 
afternoon.

Gregory Airfield Picnic
By Vice-President Peter Grant, photos by Peter Grant and member Jeremy Goddard 
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When you are out for a drive it is always fun to have a 
destination to be driving towards. Since most of us like 
to eat there is no harm in that destination being a dining 
establishment. For me there are three things that make 
for a positive dining experience; good food, good service 
and good environment. If any one of those elements is 
subpar then the dining experience has faulted. Food and 
service are usually the culprits to the failure since they are 
instantly subjected to human frailties. Sometimes failures 
are momentary, like the food being over salted to some-
one’s taste. Sometimes it is as minor as the meal being luke 
warm. Either way, a fail is a fail when tallied up against the 
whole experience. 
 For the purposes of this review I am going to focus most-
ly on the environment with the occasional detour to the 
main reason we are at the restaurant in the first place, to 
eat. The three establishments noted below are all auto-
motive themed which does make for a natural “drive to” 
destination. In fact they are so heavily themed they all use 
“Garage” in their names.

 The Garage Grill & Fuel Bar in Northville (above) is a con-
verted gas station that retains much of its original facade. 
The owners have done a terrific job of utilizing the space 
for maximum enjoyment of their patrons. For a gearhead 
there is ample historical memorabilia on the walls and the 
service station hardware is the real deal with quality re-
stored vintage fuel pumps in the main dining area. There is 
ample outdoor seating with a great view of the hustle and 
bustle of the west end of downtown Northville. They have 
the ability to bring the outside inside with the opening of 
traditional overhead doors. I’ll give them marks for keep-
ing the place an upscale dinning environment even with all 
the automotive hardware around but it does have a very 
sterile feel. They say owners often take on their pet’s traits 
and mannerisms. If we follow that premise with a slight 
modification to the food industry, the Garage is very much 

a Northville restaurant. It has taken on the menu of what 
these days seems to be expected of establishments located 
in reborn traditional downtown areas. The upscale style 
gastro food seems more at home in a country club envi-
ronment rather than a converted Sunoco station. The food 
here is very good, top end ingredients and well prepared 
but does not quite draw me back as the drive to automo-
tive garage destination.

 The Vinsetta Garage (above) on Woodward Ave is also 
a converted gas station. Though they stopped selling fuel 
there many years ago it remained a very active automotive 
repair facility until 2010. Luckily for the automotive fans 
that go through the restaurant doors today much of the 
80 years’ worth building features, parts and repair equip-
ment remained and were repurposed. Plenty for the eyes 
at this location, from the front engine Dragster in the raf-
ters to the Stromberg 97 carburetors used as lamp bases. 
The dining space was not overly restored and has the feel 
of an industrial space. You are dining in a garage, certainly 
very clean but not with a sterile feeling. There is no out-
side dining but the covered area around the old gas pumps 
serves as a waiting area while your table becomes avail-
able. Sitting right on historic Woodward Ave. allows for 
plenty of automotive entertainment while you wait. Dur-
ing fair weather dining, this Garage also offers the open air 
experience from the original overhead doors. Their menu 
better fits the venue and I love the variety and prepara-
tion of all they offer. As a “drive to” destination they have 
always met the trifecta of requirements. Good food, good 
service, good environment. Does not hurt that they have a 
Sun distributor machine in the front waiting area to keep 
your mind off your growling stomach.
 The newest garage in the area packs some serious au-
tomotive cred. Ford’s Garage in Dearborn is a growing 
chain out of Florida that is effectively a high end burger 

Garage Food?
Story by past President Rick Mammel, photos from business’ websites.
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Last month’s Gregory Field Picnic was hosted by Vice-President Peter Grant, and 
members John Kytasty and Dave Finch.  This multi-year event continues draw 
enthusiastic particpants.  Special thanks goes out to John Kytasty who each year 
coordinates the BBQ and each year seems to top his previous efforts -- this year it 
was grilled Tuna steaks. 
 Furthermore, new members often mention that they first heard of Rally Sport 
Region through our newsletter that they found at one of our sponsors’ places of 
business.  Those newsletters get there thanks to John Kytasty. For that the editor 
offers special thanks for an invisible, thankless but valuable task.

Dave FinchJohn KytastyPeter Grant

bar with a ton of Ford based memorabilia. This location 
has Models A’s everywhere. I presume most run with the 
exception of the one on a post above the bar. Unlike the 
two garages mentioned before, this is a new, scratch built 
restaurant made to look like an old service station. There 
are fake (new) vintage fuel pumps out front, but don’t let 
the word “new” dissuade you. What it lacks in “original” it 
makes up for in “everywhere”, as in everywhere you look 
there is something car themed. The only “not quite” car 
themed items being the modified beer keg urinals in the 
men’s washroom. They make up for that with wash basins 
surrounded by Firestone tires with the water dispensing 
from gas pump nozzles. The shop towel napkins have hose 
clamps for napkin rings and depending where you sit, 
there will be a full Model A motor adorning the seating 
area around your table. I have only dined there once but 
the food and service hold great promise to make this an-
other “drive to” location. Certainly it stands as number two 
on the list of the three Garages in the area. 
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CARS FOR SALE  

1973 Porsche 914-4 2.0L Wide-Body (has 916 style fiber-
glass flares molded into 
the body) Florida car (in-
land-from Orlando area) 
stored in Michigan since 
2004.  162,000 miles, 
Complete disassemble 
and professional repaint 
in 1999 a beautiful BMW 

Sinibar Red (originally Baby Blue).    5 Speed Trans. Engine 
is stock except for Dellorto (Italian Weber) carbs and sport 
exhaust.  1973 2.0L engines had the highest horsepow-
er(95) of all the 4 cylinder 914 Porsches.  Excellent con-
dition chrome bumpers and 4-bolt, 8-spoke Alloy Wheels 
(6x14front and 7x14rear with good condition P215-60R14 
Kumho tires) with 1 inch wheel spacers.  Body is solid.  
Needs some suspension work and Interior re-assembly to 
get it back on the road.  Also has an aftermarket under-
dash AC system (can be removed). $6,500 OBO.   Call Gary 
Starin; Cell: 248-425-0799 (09/17)

1973 914: 2.0 very nice Silver and Black 2 liter with ap-
pearance package. Great 
driving car that has been 
locally owned the last 15 
years. Very reliable car 
that can be driven any-
where. Very well cared 
for car.  For more info 

and pictures please call Sebastian Gaeta at 734-645-9381. 
Asking $14,900 and am open to fair and honest negotia-
tions. (09/17)

1972 911T Targa: Viper Green. Same owner for 23 years 
with an extensive res-
toration completed ten 
years ago; 10,000 driven 
since. Fully sorted and 
beautiful driving early 
911. For more info and 
pictures please call Se-

bastian Gaeta at 734-645-9381. Asking $79,000 and am 
open to fair and honest negotiations. (09/17)

1971 914 1.7: comes with rebuilt 2.0. Yellow and Black ear-
ly 914 that is very solid 
and nice driving car. Paint 
is just ok but the body is 
very straight. Currently 
has original 1.7 engine 
and tail shifter transmis-
sion but comes with re-

built 2.0 liter and side shift trans. Great value for someone 
looking for a fun project. For more info and pictures please 
call Sebastian Gaeta at 734-645-9381. Asking $9,900 with 
both engines and transmissions and am open to fair and 
honest negotiations. (09/17)

1984 Porsche 944:  Brown with tan/brown vinyl and cloth 
interior.  Approximately 
88K original miles. Every-
thing works except for 
the A/C system.  Original 
and unmolested car, runs 
well, nice condition, inte-
rior is great with only a 

few minor dash cracks.  It has the original Blaupunkt ra-
dio with power antenna, cruise control, power deck lid re-
lease, power sunroof and windows.  All the major service is 
complete including Factory Porsche engine mounts, Sachs 
/ Boge shocks and struts, reference sensors, belts, rollers, 
WP, clutch, throw out bearing, O2 sensor, tires, fuel level 
sending unit, tires, fluids, and power steering lines.  The 
updates include H4 headlamps, solid state DME relay, tail 
light update, and new shifter boot.  $5500.  Please con-
tact Skip Kuhn at 734-344-9506 or T1143RK@gmail.com. 
(07/17)

2009 911 Carrera 4S: Bone stock, clean. 62,300 miles, 
6-speed manual. Car 
comes with extensive 
maintenance history 
(receipts and invoices). 
MSRP was ~$115k.  Ad-
ditional options: Body-

colored center console, Bose high end sound, Navigation, 
heated seats, Dynamic cornering bixenons, factory sport 
exhaust, sport PASM, Sport Chrono package. $55,000. For 
videos, detailed photos and test drives contact Heramb 
Dandekar at heramb21@gmail.com (06/17)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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2003 996 Race Car: 28,000 miles, 7000 Track miles.  PCA 
Race Class J-Stock.  
Purchased in 2005.  
Over $50K in track 
upgrades and modi-
fications. All track 
modifications and 
maintenance per-

formed locally.  Automotive Techniques/ Jeff Jones and 
Rennstatt Racing/ Tim Pott. Bilstein PSS9 adjustable suspen-
sion revalved with heavier springs. Brembo Big Red calipers 
with floating hat slotted rotors. AIM Pista dash and data log-
ger. GIAC performance tuned ECU to map engine/exhaust 
changes. Recaro Hans 1-piece driver seat. GT3 Lower con-
trol arms, GT3 adjustable F/R sway bars and drop links. TRG 
lightweight Flywheel and racing clutch. Copan’s limited slip 
differential.  2 extra sets of 18 inch CCW wheels. Tarrett Engi-
neering Front and rear adjustable camber plates. Many oth-
er performance related upgrades. $34,000. Please call Dan 
Gaulin PCA Member, Northville MI. 248-921-0400. (04/17) 

2002 Porsche Boxster:  Mileage: 125,000 (avg 8K/year) NO 
Winters! Transmission: 
5-speed manual. Exte-
rior: Lapis Blue Metallic.
Interior: Graphite Gray 
Leather. Condition: Clean, 
meticulously maintained 
with complete docu-
mentation, no accidents, 

Very minor exterior scratches and minimal interior wear. 
Aftermarket options: 18” Porsche turbo twist wheels (have 
original wheels), new Michelin PSS. Recently replaced parts: 
Back window, water pump, brakes, fluids, filters, HVAC 
screen. Asking price: $9,500 OBO. Email: phil@philmather-
racing.com Phone: 734-476-0617 (12/16)

OTHER ITEMS

Four 17” Rial Turbo Twist (Cup 3) Wheels: from 1995 Carre-
ra 4. Front 7.5Jx 17H2. Rear 9Jx 17H2.  $750.00.  Never used.  

Some minor scratches near center 
from moving while in storage.  Dun-
lop SP Winter Sport tires are cur-
rently mounted. Less than 50 miles.  
205/50R17 and 255/40R17 mud 
and snow. Dated 2001. Could coor-
dinate local delivery.  Contact Mike 
McGarry.  248-701-2143.  red993@
icloud.com. (11/17)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call Clem 
Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/16) 

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248-335-5424

Vintage Munk’s
Free flatbed towing

on vintage VW
and Porsche

Call for
details

Rally Sport Region Will Never Use 
Email Blasts or Social Media  to 

Solicit Members for non-RSR Events.
Recently our the PCA address info was used to send out 
a solicitation asking RSR members to support a heart 
tugging cause.  It was a fake!  PCA is attempting to 
prevent repeats in the future.  Nevertheless, know that 
we will never solicit you for funds to non-RSR events 
-- Never!



22

	

	



23

Method Address Due

Snail Mail Mary Ann Kantrow
557 North Territorial Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Postmarked by
10/27

Email secretary@rsrpca.org 10/31

In person Annual General Meeting 11/7

Rally Sport Region -- 2017 Election Ballot

The Candidates are:

Tim Pott
I am seeking another term as your President. I’ve been a 
PCA member since the early 80’s but have become very ac-
tive with the club in the past eight years.  It has been great 
fun and a privilege to meet so many other RSP members 
and to have made so many good friends during that time.  
Our region is unique because of our great members who 
know how to enjoy themselves while sharing in our pas-
sion for these fine vehicles.  It would be an honor for me 
to continue my participation in RSP/PCA as your President.   
I would look forward to continuing the same culture that 
has been so successful in the past and to welcoming new 
friends to our great organization.

Jim Dowty
I have always been a car buff and shade tree mechanic.  I 
helped friends in high school repair their VW bugs and 
buses while reconditioning the head from a ’74 Ford 
straight 6 motor in shop class.  In 1983, the year I gradu-
ated, Porsche brought back the 911SC as a Cabriolet and I 
thought it was beautiful (even if the roof line wasn’t quite 
as smooth as the hardtop).  While living in Dallas in the 
late 90’s, I remember seeing that car drive past my office 
and commenting to my co-workers that I was going to own 
one someday.  In 2000, I was lucky enough to buy a slightly 
neglected black-on-black ’83 911SC Cab and my love affair 
with Porsche cars and PCA began.  I joined the Maverick 
region in 2001 and attended many social events in Dallas 
during the next 2 years.  In the fall of 2003 I moved my 
family back to Michigan and joined the RSR region.  I met 
many kind and helpful people at the New Members picnic 
held at Kensington Park that first summer.  I knew I needed 
to volunteer to do my part.  For the past 12 years, I have 

been a Board member off and on as the bylaws allow so 
that I can support all the members of our region.  In the 
last 4 years I have been bitten by the track bug and find 
myself fully addicted.  Five years ago I also took on the role 
of Insurance Chairman to make sure our region always has 
the required coverage for the various events each month.  
This year I am up for reelection and hope to continue my 
work with the rest of our wonderful club volunteers to 
make the RSR region fun for our members and a strong 
group within the PCA family

Dan Kantrow
I have been a member of PCA/Rally Sport Region since the 
very beginning.  I currently own a variety of Porsches that 
include a 356, 914 and 968.  I have a strong interest in cars 
and driving and would like to help the club spread that 
passion to other car enthusiasts.  As a Board Member I 
would do my best to help out the club in all of its activities. 

William Rogers
Growing up my father was quite the car guy. I remem-
ber coming home one day and he had his ‘69 440 in the 
garage, but next to it, another fun car, a C5 Corvette. I 
realized the Corvette was fun to ride in but felt different; 
it was sportier, tighter, and faster, all without the smell 
of the muscle cars he’s owned. I became a car nut, then 
saw a 944 Turbo and fell in love with the sound, design 
and everything about it. I told my dad he should get one; 
he didn’t. I asked for one as a first car, that was a no – he 
couldn’t buy a non-American car. Fast forward a decade 
and some change. I have my first job and found an ‘83 
944 on Craigslist for a reasonable price. It needed some 
work, but it was mine. I fixed it up, join PCA and was able 
to hide it from my parents. From there, they realized I was 
not letting up on German cars, specifically Porsches. My 

The position of President and four positions on the board 
are up for election this year.  Each member and their af-
filiate may vote for the President position and four Board 

Members.  Please return your ballot by using one of the 
following methods:
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2017 Election Ballot

  PCA Member PCA Associate Member

Candidate for President
     
Tim Pott ___________ ____________ 
Write In ___________ ____________  

Candidates for the Board (Vote for no more than four)
Jim Dowty ____________ ____________                                    
Dan Kantrow ____________ ____________
Mike O’Rear                 ____________ ____________
William Rogers ____________ ____________
Write In ____________ ____________ 

Membership Numbers: ____________________ _____________________

Signatures: ____________________ _____________________

Reminder: The ballot must be signed or your votes will not count.

Porsche days were just getting started. I wanted a daily, 
so bought a Cayenne S, sold it for a dream car; an ‘86 944 
Turbo and bought a Cayenne Turbo for winter. I sold that 
for a 996 and bought another Cayenne Turbo about a year 
later, nothing quite like a 450 hp SUV in Michigan snow. 
Today I’m 26, have owned six Porsches, over 16 cars and 
absolutely love my 996. I’ll probably keep it forever and 
without a doubt add other Porsches in the future.

Mike O’Rear
While I was hopeful that others, especially younger, mem-
bers -- like William Rogers (above) -- would step forward 
to serve on the Board, it was not to be and I’d be happy 
to again serve.  I became Editor of the Bahn Stormer in 
May 2006 shortly after joining the club and have enjoyed 
providing an important connection between our members 
and an effective means of enticing other Porsche owners 
to join our Fast, Fun and Friendly group. In my capacity 
as Editor I have normally attended Board Meetings and 
stayed involved in the Club’s activities for many years.  My 
wife, Kathy, and I normally host an event every other year 
and plan to continue to do so.
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 3rd, 2017

Members & Visitor Present: Vigen Darian, Craig Richie, 
John Welze, Michael McKelvey, Ian Scott, Conrad Zumha-
gen, Phil Mather – Assistant Track Chair, John Kytasty,  Jim 
Heidorn, Mike Wenners, Andrew Massey, Mike O’Rear – 
Newsletter Editor, John McIver, David Finch, Eric Gedeon, 
Tom Bliznik and Glenn Trapp – Membership/Historian

Call to Order:  Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 
7:00PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

President’s Report: Tim Pott reported that the Holiday 
party will be December 2 (Saturday).  We discussed the op-
tions for the holiday party in terms of the cost of admission 
and/or donations of children’s gifts.

Meeting Minutes:  No meeting minutes from the Septem-
ber meeting.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the August 
and September financial reports. Motion: To approve the 
reports passed.  REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is 
available to any RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to 
Burghard Linn (burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Insurance Report:  Jim Dowty will order the insurance cer-
tificates for the fall color tour. And as a reminder he needs 
at least 48 hours to order the certificates for an event. 

Advertising Report: We lost some advertisers and now we 
are looking for more.

Membership:  Glenn Trapp stated that the club stands at 
307 members.

Track Report:   Christian reported that we had a great year 
for our driver education events. National has contacted 
Christian to get his input on the instructor certificate pro-
gram.  He has scheduled a Waterford weekend in July, 
2018.  Christian is also looking for sponsors for the events 
next year.

Newsletter:  Deadline for newsletter material is Oct 22.  
Mike is also looking for more content.

Events Committee:  David Cooper reviewed the following 
events.
• Oct 14: Annual RSR Color Tour, Hosts:  Stewart and Sally 

Free
• Nov 05: Polar Bear Run, Host: Sebastian Gaeta
• Dec 02: Holiday Party, 
• Jan 20: Time with Tim, Host: Tim Pott
• Autocross events were discussed.  We could set up an 

event with another club because we don’t have our own 
timing equipment.  We would need a volunteer to set 
up such an event.  Another option is to at least get auto-
cross events added to our newsletter.

New Business:   Mike Wenners went to the Porsche mu-
seum in Stutgard.  A visit is highly recommended.

Old Business:  Ballot for our election is set and in the news-
letter.

Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
8:14PM.
Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary

Tim Pott:  President ................................................Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President ...................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ................................Present
Rick Mammel: Past President & Advertising ...........Absent
Kevin Kral ................................................................Absent

Jim Dowty:  Insurance Chair ...................................Present 
Christian Maloof ....................................................Present
Dan Kantrow ..........................................................Present
Jeremy Goddard .....................................................Present
Tom Krueger ...........................................................Present
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Addiction is a word that generally carries a pretty negative 
connotation. People are addicted to things like gambling, 
alcohol, drugs, sex…it’s a long list. The word is defined as 
an activity that is “characterized by compulsive, repeated 
engagement in a rewarding stimulus, despite adverse 
consequences”. Well, you can certainly imagine adverse 
consequences for the compulsive repetitive engagement 
in a bunch of things, including the ones noted above, that 
could have “adverse consequences”. But what if there are 
no “adverse consequences” to your “compulsive, repeated 
engagement”? 
 We…that collective group of people known as “gear 
heads”, “car guys/gals”, or “car nuts” who forever have 
some level of dark grease ground so deeply into the cracks 
and crevasses of our hands that they never look really 
clean…we are not called addicts, nor is our passion called 
an addiction. We just like cars!
 HA! Can you believe we get away with this? A Porsche 
at speed on a race course certainly qualifies as a “reward-
ing stimulus”, and is also a stimulus that we engage in as 
often as possible. Compulsively? Hmmmmm, maybe! The 
desire to make the Porsche an even more “rewarding stim-
ulus” elicits another type of compulsive engagement, also 
known as the “slippery slope” from street car to track car. 
For those few who look for the ultimate “rewarding stimu-
lus”, this path of compulsive engagement (slippery slope) 
leads all the way to full blown race car…and that’s a very 
long and very slippery slope.
 But “adverse consequences”? Do you find them among 
all the smiling faces of any student/instructor/racer who 
has just come off the race course? They don’t look very ad-
versely effected to me by their experience with a “reward-
ing stimulus”…even if they did engage in it “compulsively”. 
Oh, I suppose there’s the possibility of an “off-track” excur-
sion, mechanical failure, or various other maladies that can 
OCCASIONALLY happen at speed, but hey, would you really 
call these “adverse consequences”?
 Of course you would! Let’s face it…we’re all addicted to 
cars. Anything with four wheels and a means of propul-
sion (the more propulsion, the better!), we love…or hate. 
But we can’t stop thinking, talking, working on, driving, 
our “P” cars! Now, they say the average adolescent male 
thinks about sex every 10 seconds…now that’s an addic-
tion! Wonder how often you think about your Porsche(s)? 
Hmmmm? Be honest now! 

 So OK, cars are an addiction, and depending on the path 
we chose to go with that addiction, it “could/might” have 
some adverse consequences. OK…enough already. But I 
confess to this forum to have yet another car related addic-
tion…a website called Bring A Trailer. OMG. It’s a very good 
thing that I do not have unrestricted resources, and that I 
do have a small level of self-restraint. Otherwise, I could 
easily fill the “warehouse” (of our First Saturday gather-
ings) with all the cars I lust after. I had to pull myself away 
to write my monthly piece…checking on what’s been listed 
since I was last on my computer, and what cars of interest 
sold for on those where I missed the end of the auction. 
 So what, you may ask, would I purchase if I did have 
unlimited resources and a total lack of self-restraint? Hm-
mmm? That’s a good question. Recently on BaT, I certainly 
would have bought the 37K mile 1992 968 Cab in Guards 
Red/Tan leather. Maybe that 88K mile 1994 Mercedes E320 
Cab in White with grey leather and REAL wood trim. And an 
Acura NSX? Absolutely. A 9K mile 2002 example in Red (of 
course…remember my article recalling how decades ago I’d 
sworn off red cars!). Super car performance with Honda re-
liability! How could you go wrong on that one? I’ve always 
loved the 912s, and there’s a (what else) Red 1967 example 
that looks to be nicely (but not overly) restored. 
 Much to the chagrin of our illustrious President, I’ve al-
ways loved the BMW 2002, the car I jumped to from my be-
loved MGB (more on that in a minute) and ultimately raced 
for over 10 years. And what could be better than that? 
How about a Euro version…a 1976 1502! And it’s blue! Of 
course, as long as we’re talking about BMWs, how about 
a 1988 Black M6? Or a 1990 E30 M3…the original Boy-Toy 
racer. MGs? Sure…I’ll have a nice Black on Red 1962 MGA, 
an early “B”, say around 1967 in BRG/Tan would be nice. 
Of course, you gotta have an MGB/GT, maybe one with the 
215 V-8 installed? And a MGC with a 3 carb manifold where 
the SUs have been replaced with Weber side-drafts…color 
irrelevant! And as long as we’re talking about British cars, 
how about a series one XK-E…same carb setup as for the 
MGC.
 This list could go on and on and on…but I think you get 
the idea. I, like you, am addicted to cars, and I love it. As 
long as I keep the shiny side up…I’m good with it.

 

From the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant
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