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On the Grid
By RSR President Tim Pott

Rage Against the Machine!
It’s official. I heard on the radio the other
day that this fall the University of Michigan
is going to have autonomous vehicles
driving students around campus. I know
that we have been discussing autonomous
vehicles for some time now, but this just
feels too soon. These vehicles (I can’t force
myself to call them “cars” yet) will only be on limited routes with
a speed limit of ten miles per hour. It’s an experiment. One
function of the experiment is to see what the reaction of other
drivers and pedestrians will be when they encounter these
things on the road. I know what my reaction is going to be.
Once I find out where these vehicles are operating, I will plan to
be somewhere else. Don’t get me wrong, I trust the technology
more than I do today’s average driver. The skill set, lack of
training, discourtesy and distractions of the average driver today
makes that trip to the grocery store truly dangerous. I have little
doubt that removing the human element will make our roads
safer. So why take the risk of human driven automobiles? I
feel the risk is worth it because doing things is what makes us
human. My disdain for autonomous vehicles is that it is one
more thing that humans won’t be doing. It seems to me that
the more technology advances, the less we do as humans.
I know this view may not be much of a shock coming from
the regional president of a car club. I expect that most of our
membership will agree that taking an active role in driving our
cars is important to us. But technology is advancing so quickly
now that it is difficult for some of us (you can read “older dudes
and dudettes” in here if you like) to acclimate. It was only a
couple of years ago that I had to admit that I actually kind of like
the PDK transmission. But my reason for liking that technology
isn’t because it made driving easier or safer, my attraction to it
is that with its rev-matching capabilities it actually can make me
a better driver. Autonomous technology is designed to make us
all passengers.
Autonomous vehicles are just one piece of advanced
technology that seems to be bent on removing us from some
of the physical connections to life itself. I feel that the less
connected we are the less happy we as humans will become.
I also feel very strongly that there is honor and satisfaction
derived from doing even simple tasks really well. We are drivers,
builders, designers and doers, not just passive passengers.
Rules have been changed in many auto racing venues in order
to maintain a human element when technology was threatening
to make the sport almost automated. With the capability of
the racecars driving themselves you could simply insert gerbils
in place of the race car drivers as part of the entertainment.
While that would have been immently safer for the drivers (not
so much for our furry, little pets) and saved huge amounts of

money sponsors pay them, the result would have ruined the
sport. How many times have we seen a truly talented racer
overcome adversity to win against seemingly impossible odds?
That is what makes the sport exciting: the human element, not
the technology alone. The rule makers and promoters had to
realize this and so reigned in the technology.
The biggest part of our club’s activities centers around
driving, whether it is a fall color tour or a high performance
driver’s education event. We all know that there are some
minor, limited risks in these events but they are worth it because
they connect us to something bigger and more meaningful. Can
you imagine a track event in an autonomous vehicle? It might
be instructive given that it would probably drive the perfect line,
show you the correct braking points and apexes. But eventually
you would want to take over and drive it your yourself because
we are all doers. You can have my steering wheel, clutch and gas
pedals, and gear shift lever when you pry my cold, dead fingers
(and feet) from them.
So if you see me running in the other direction of a driverless
vehicle, it is not because I’m afraid it is going to turn savage and
run me down. It also isn’t because I want to make our streets
less safe by allowing lousy drivers to have licenses. I’m just
running away from the technology that has the capability of
stealing my soul.
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3rd Saturday of Every
Month
(April – Oct)

April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15, August 19,
September 16, October 21

All Cars & Enthusiasts Welcome!

For more information on Cars and Coffee –
jonheidorn@comcast.net

Join us at Zingerman’s Roadhouse
2501 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor

7:30am – 9:00am

This is Not A Rally Sport Region – Porsche Club of America Event
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RSR Calendar of Events
July 11 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s Cabin,
Plymouth

September 19 (Tues.): RSR Driver’s Education Waterford
Hills

July 9-15 (Sun.-Sat.): Porsche Parade -- Spokane, Washington (see page 19)

October 3 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

July 15 (Sat.) 10-1 PM: New Members Party at ArborMotion -- Hosts: Time Pott/Sebastian Gaeta (see page 13)

October 14 (Sat.): Annual RSR Color Tour -- Hosts: Stewart & Sally Free.

July 18 (Tues.): RSR Driver’s Education Waterford Hills

November 7 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

August 1 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth
September 10 (Sun.) Soaring With RSR -- Hosts: Dave
Finch, Peter Grant, and John Kytasty

December 5 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Location TBD
For more information on surrounding area
events, see “Around the Zone” on page 21.

September 12 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

Gilmore 200
Story by RSR Editor Mike O’Rear, photos by Axel Schmidt & Mike O’Rear

RSR Members Axel and Claudia Schmidt provided their
“swan song” RSR event with the Gilmore 200 on Sunday,
June 11. We say “swan song” because Axel and Claudia
will be leaving RSR to return to their home in Germany
after the conclusion of a three year U.S. assignment with
Wacker Chemical.
President Tim Pott presented the Schmidts with a
framed certificate of life-time honorary membership in
the RSR in recognition of their participation and service in
the club. Their “Ann Arbor Challenges,” Go-Cart, and tour
events have provided many hours of fun for members.

In Appreciation of
the Contributions of

Axel laid out a 100 mile route to the Gilmore Museum
that included virtually no highway travel, as well as a similar but different 100 mile return journey. The driving was
simply great, and at least 25 cars joined the happy event.
The Gilmore, as usual, was a wonderful stop. Several
major facility improvements have been made since RSR’s
last visit and on this particular weekend the special feature
was the “Vintage Motorcycle Weekend: Show & Swap
Meet.” Literally thousands of motorcycle enthusiasts
turned out adding a real treat to the normal wonderful
displays of classic automobiles and paraphernalia.
Twelve couples finished the evening with a group dinner
at Zingerman’s Roadhouse in Ann Arbor with dessert at the
Washtenaw Dairy!

Axel & Claudia Schmidt
to the

Rally sport Region
Porsche Club of america
Life-Time Honorary Membership in the
Rally sport Region
Tim Pott, President RSR-PCA
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TEAM ILLUMINATA MOTORSPORT

teamilluminata.com
R
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Membership
Current Membership 510*
* Includes 313 Primary Members

Welcome New Members
Martin Duffy
North Manchester, IN
1987 Grey 944

Gerald & Christine Marek
Pinckney, MI
1986 911 Cabrio

Will Paxton
Dearborn, MI
2002 Green Boxster S

Jeffrey Thomas
South Lyon, MI
2015 White Cayman S

Tomas Fernandez
Canton, MI
1982 Black 911 SC

Johnathan Ouyang
Ann Arbor, MI
2013 Platinum Silver
Boxster S

Marvin & Candy Quezada
Southfield, MI
2015 White 911 Turbo &
2002 Silver Boxster

Robert Walker
Manchester, MI
2014 Cayman

Member Anniversaries
Gary & Carolyn Starin ........................ 32
Tom & Lynda Bliznik ......................... 26
Jim & Liz Christopher.......................... 24
Steve & Mary Shanks.......................... 24
Peter & Dara Church........................... 20
Robert & Sharon Curry....................... 20
Elliott & Wendy Wagenheim..............20
Dan Hudson & Jona Kirts-Hudson......18
Yasmin Eloian...................................... 17
Stewart & Sally Free........................... 15
Dan & Hope Gaulin............................. 15
Steve & Jean Howorth........................ 13

Tom Bloom & Beth Trollman..............12
Bonnie & Ted Francis.......................... 12
Eric & Kristin Gedeon......................... 11
Al & Claire Utter................................. 11
Nick Priest........................................... 9
Emin & Gokce Donat.......................... 8
Richard Chang & Tonya Kneff-Chang....7
Jon Heidorn & Deb Kop........................ 7
Mike & Kiyomi Wenners....................... 7
Eric Garcia............................................. 5
Tony & Sheryl Dong.............................. 4
Steve Hale............................................. 3

John Loomis.......................................... 3
Bob & Carolyn MacKool........................ 3
Gary & Sue Sikkema............................. 3
Dave & Coleen Thurston....................... 3
Christopher Bahlman & Alex Pratt........2
Ranjit Aiyagari...................................... 1
Adam McCloe....................................... 1
Marvin & Candy Quezada..................... 1
Matthew Romano................................. 1
Randy & Annie Stephens...................... 1
Steven Upton........................................ 1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter.
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-2277854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA
national.
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The Road to Recovery
Story by RSR Member Valerie Roedenbeck Maloof, photos by RSR member Wes Nardoni

Instructor Valerie Roedenbeck Maloof
The track season couldn’t have come soon enough this
year. I had been looking forward to a break from the intensity of attending grad school while attempting to parent
and work. Most of all, I had been looking forward to the
thrill of driving at speed and spending time with our funand car-loving friends. In addition, I’d begun instructing
late in the previous season, so I was also excited to improve
my teaching skills

Tonya at work behind the wheel of her Miata.
After our first track event of the year at Waterford Hills in
May, I asked my friend Tonya Kneff-Chang how the day had
gone for her. She mentioned she felt like she had forgotten
everything from last year, and wasn’t too pleased with her
driving. Tonya is a passionate student who is completing
a Ph.D in education. I love checking in with her because
she doesn’t just want to be a better driver – she wants to
understand how she can learn to become a better driver.
She is mindful in her approach to learning to drive on track,
drinking in every bit of knowledge and wisdom she can
gather and putting it to work in the learning process. Our
relationship is mutually beneficial; since I am a relatively
new driving instructor, Tonya’s insights help me understand
the student’s mind and what I can do to become a better
teacher. She is also one of the funniest people I know,
which makes all this mind-blowing learning not just useful,

but enjoyable. “We all feel rusty when we first come back
to the track,” I told Tonya, “just keep driving and you will
shake it off.”
My conversation with T reminded me of the time, years
ago, when I asked my instructor brother the same question. Why did I feel like I had forgotten everything I’d
learned about driving? He affirmed it happened to all of us
and added one more bit of insight: “the difference is, the
time it takes between feeling rusty and feeling in your element gets shorter and shorter the more often you drive.” In
other words, as experience and skill increase, the recovery
time shortens.
Over the last few years, I have come to recognize this as
truth. This year, my ninth behind the wheel, the discomfort
of strapping into my car and getting out on track on our
first event lasted perhaps a couple of laps, and by the time
I hit our 4-day event at Grattan Raceway, I had no driving
jitters, even though 12 months had elapsed since I had last
driven that track. Experience and repetition had shortened
my recovery, and I felt confident in my skills.
Tonya, who had never driven Grattan, arrived at the
track one day before she was due to drive. In her usual,
thirsty-for-knowledge way, she began to systematically
pursue information to help her prepare for the weekend.
She asked for ride-alongs from different instructors at different speeds so she could get a sense of the track layout.
She asked questions unabashedly, and took the day to process the information she was gathering. And by the time
she got in the car on Saturday, she was ready to drive. Her
instructor, Frank Burger, mentioned he loved her as a student because she “approached learning from all angles,
both the feel and the technical knowledge” related to
driving. Behind the wheel, she worked hard all weekend,
improving considerably and adding another race track to
her driving portfolio. Between the first and second track
events, T had thought about what she needed to do to feel
more confident and pursued it aggressively. By identifying
what was making her uneasy behind the wheel and working on it, she was able to move past it.
The way in which experience and skill shorten “recovery” time doesn’t just occur at the macro level when
students identify barriers to becoming better drivers; the
process is also very apparent at the micro level in the best
drivers. One of my favorite things to do on track is to go for
a ride with my husband, who is a supremely capable driver.
(Continued on page 13)
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(Recovery from page 11)
While he pushes the car to the limit, I let the experience
sink in: the physical feedback of the tires and chassis,
the throttle, brake and steering inputs, and the microcorrections that he delivers lap after lap. These microcorrections are little recoveries, and after years of work,
they are now so efficient and quick that he has confessed
he doesn’t even notice them. His ability to recognize that
the car needs a correction is so fine-tuned, that he is able
to implement it earlier and way before many of us even
notice something is amiss. These early and consistent recoveries mean several small events never become a “big
one.” He has acquired this knowledge about recovery by
mindfully pursuing it each time he gets behind the wheel.
As he drives our car around the track, he’s constantly pushing, constantly testing, seeing just how little to brake, how
much to turn in, just where the best placement for the car
could possibly be. (I have joked that he is like a shark, tapping a prey with its nose to “feel it out” before he takes a
bite). He does this every single time he gets on track – the
man does not ever take it easy on track. But he does not
push hard to tempt fate; likeTonya, he is constantly engaging in mindful learning, drinking in a myriad of details that
can help him improve.
Shots from Grattan -- above from top to
bottom: Eric Gideon in his 2002 Boxster S,
Mike Metzler in his 1987 911 Carrera and
Arnie Spieker in his 2012 Cayman R.
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Import	
  

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.
We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor

Come visit our brand new Porsche building
2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street. go North 1/2 mile...
Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.
Porsche Sales 734.761.3200

Race Against Train
Found and submitted by RSR member Sebastian Gaeta

(Editor’s Note: Reading last issue’s story by Emmanuel Garcia
about the train vs. a car, prompted Sebastian Gaeta to submit, as
a comparison this article from Dirk-Michael Conradt’s book “Driving in its Purest Form, where he recounted a story about two men
well known in the early days of Porsche who raced a train-and
won. Enjoy!)
In 1951 Richard von Frankenberg and photographer Julius Weitmann raced their 356 against the Munich-Rome express. Although
von Frankenberg repeatedly acommodated Weitmann’s artistic
whishes with unplanned photo stops, the 1.3 liter sportscar was
able to beat the train by an impressive seven hours. Following are
stations in a journey that included a successful crossing of the alps
in blizzard conditions, forced stops alongside horse teams and
conversations at railway crossing gates. The droll photo “Porsche
with a peasant girl” (lower right) was staged on the return journey.
Julius Weitmann took advantage of the Roman setting for another staged tourist shot also shown here. A similar motif also
graced the cover of Christophorus #26/1957 (No. 9 english edition).
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Rally Sport Region’s HPDE Instructor Training
By Valerie Roedenbeck

On Thursday of the Rally Sport Region’s Grattan weekend,
the region hosted an advanced instructor day co-led by
Ross Bentley and Chief Instructor Christian Maloof. Twenty
instructors and instructor candidates participated in this
first-of-its-kind training day.
“RSP has always set high standards for its DE instructors,”
said Maloof, “and by adopting the Motorsport Safety Foundation’s certification process, we hope to both keep our
veteran instructors challenged and to create a structured
pathway for new instructors to become excellent at teaching the art of driving.”
The advanced instructor day followed the Motorsport
Safety Foundation instructor certification curriculum, which
focused on effective communication between the instruc-

tor and the student, included lectures, ample discussions
between instructors, and in-car communication exercises.
All attending instructors who wished to be certified by MSF
completed Level I certification on-line before attending the
seminar. (Beginning in 2018, RSP will require all its DE instructors to have achieved a minimum of Level I MSF certification).
Both veteran and new instructors reported having enjoyed the day. For veteran instructors, the seminar provided
an opportunity to explore alternative ways to communicate
with students. For beginners and candidates, the seminar
was the perfect place to ask questions and improve in-car
cueing before welcoming students on Saturday.

Special Thanks this month to Christian Maloof
for organizing another successful HPDE weekend
at Grattan Raceway. Christian serves as Chief Instructor and in that role recruits instructors, pairs
instructors with students, and chairs the Drivers’
Meeting. But equally important, and time consuming is the continual management of the event
throughout the weekend and handling of the miriad of issues that arrise. Rally Sport Region is especially fortunate to have Christian’s expertise, and it
shows in the popularity of RSR HPDE events.

Thanks Also to...
Financial Support
Porsche of Ann Arbor
Bloom Roofing (Tom Bloom)
Watermark Construction
(Christian Maloof)
Transport of Helmets,
Coolers, Drinks, Ice, etc
David Bates
Christian Maloof
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Snacks, Water & Prizes
ArborMotion/Rennstatt &
Sebastian Gaeta & Tim
Pott
Porsche of Ann Arbor & Eric
Gedeon
Martin Duffy
Stephen Howorth
Tom Krueger
Tom Bloom
Christian Maloof

Registration
Rich Chang
Tonya Kneff-Chang
Nichole Mather
Valerie Maloof
Tech Inspection
Frank Burger
Bruce Mather
Phil Mather
Mike O’Rear

Rally Sport Region’s Grattan Driver’s Education
Story by Editor Mike O’Rear, photos by Glenn Trapp and Wes Nardoni

It took more than a little rain to dampen Rally Sport Region’s annual four days at Grattan. Almost 70 students and
20 instructors turned out for this year’s event. While there
was occasional rain during the weekend -- which provided
a great learning experience for novice and experienced
drivers alike -- every driver had plenty of opportunity to
test themselves on the typically challenging course in the
wet and dry. Warm, but not hot temps made for comfort
both in the cars and in the pits.
Thursday, June 15 was limited to existing and potential
instructors as famed driving coach Ross Bentley (author of
the popular book “Speed Secrets”) helped teach new instructors and hone the skills of those with experience. (See
opposite page).
Friday was open driving for advanced students and Instructors, while Saturday and Sunday the track was dedicated to the club’s traditional High Performance Driving

event. By Sunday late afternoon the track thinned of cars,
an indication that everyone had plenty of drive time and
challenges.
Recognition of the events sponsors and helping members is included on the opposite page. Apologies in advance to helping hands that we’ve failed to recognized.

The first Driver’s Meeting was a little wet,
but it got better -- much better.

Chief Instrutor Christian Maloof and Renoun Driving Coach Ross Bentley holding a
post-driving session debrief with students.

Rain was only occasional but the conversation around driving never stopped.

Rich Chang hitches a ride with instructor Valerie
Roedenbeck Maloof.

Member Glenn Trapp with his new, but still
mid-engine, track “tool.”
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As if your Porsche
isn’t cool enough,
we can make it
even cooler.

Quality AC work.

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan

service@munks.com
248.681.8081
Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz.

Storytelling
One of my greatest joys centers on storytelling, especially
of the automotive sort. Car enthusiasts all have the talent
and enthusiasm for exchanging stories. Age and experience
are not limiting factors. Embellishment is almost a prerequisite to a really good story. The more a story gets told the
more entertaining it becomes. It takes no special talent to
tell an entertaining story and I am a prime example of that.
We get so many excellent opportunities to engage in storytelling. Every social get together is a perfect opportunity to
swap stories. It is also an excellent way to meet new people
and make new friends. As much fun as the planned social
event is, it is the opportunity to engage in storytelling that
makes it all the better. Some of the best storytelling experiences I have had came from the most spontaneous meetings. It can happen at a breakfast, a tech session, a tour, a
Saturday morning bull session, even a driver’s education
day. The key is to be open to hearing the stories of other
like minded people. Believe me; everybody has a good story in them that they would love to share.
There might be one or two guidelines I can share to
enhance the experience based on my own many years of
storytelling. First, no one’s story is more important than
another persons. Second, it is far more entertaining to
hear the other person’s story. Third, it is not only unnecessary and dare I say bad form to try to top someone’s story.
Fourth, stories will go in many different directions and that
spontaneity is the essence of the entertainment. There
need not be any structure or expected outcome from storytelling. The minute you think you have the most important story is the time to pause and listen rather than interrupt and possibly be ignored. If you had a story that just
seemed to be ripe for telling there will always be another
time or moment that is more appropriate.
One of the greatest sources of storytelling can come in
any publication. Our own newsletter contains some great
storytelling, even some of my own. I will say the enjoyment
that I get from writing them is that I am given the freedom
by our editor to go in any direction and tell any story, and
hopefully it is entertaining. To be quite honest most of my
topics come from you, my motor head friends, though I try
not to not name names. I thoroughly enjoy reading the stories from our members and from our club president for all
the personal insight they give and how they reveal amazing
talents and experiences. When I read an automotive maga-

zine the pages I enjoy most are the editorials. The writing
talent that I see in those stories totally humbles me. The
automotive reviews and event reviews are assigned stories
that have to follow a structure and though they are talented writing they don’t offer the same freedom of expression.
The best stories come from the heart, from experiences
that moved us, and from people that inspired us. The best
entertainment comes from hearing people telling the story
and sharing in their experience because it often leads on to
an even better story. Sharing something we had just seen
or heard is a great way to get an alternative perspective or
to trigger a related story. But I can tell you the sage advice
that the greatest story told is the one you hear someone
else telling. The best way to appear wiser than you truly
are is to listen far more often than you speak and to read
far more often than you write.
The best friends you will ever make are the ones that
share their stories with you. That is closely followed by the
friends that create those stories with their actions and adventures with you. At the time that they happen they are
just stories between the two of you. Over time they become stories to share with others. It is that rich tapestry we
call life that generates stories. Very few stories ever get created without the interaction with someone else. Some stories have to age before the re-telling becomes interesting
to others. Storytelling is a talent and a gift that lives inside
every one of us. Everyone loves a good story and everyone
has a good story to tell. Just listen and be entertained.

Did You Know...
From member Al Gaulin

The words “race car” spelled backwards is.......
“race car.”
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There are se

crets hidden in these mountains…

Drive. Dine. Explore.
Treffen Asheville
September 20-24, 2017
Omni Grove Park Inn
Asheville, North Carolina

For program information and registration details,
see the Treffen website: treffen.pca.org
or email the Treffen North America staff at: treffen@pca.org

1963.

The first Nelson Fine
Autos. Today, there
are 13 more. Across
3 states. Divided by 4
Nelson children. Good
thing we started doing
the math long before

2017.

It’s not easy to leave a lasting legacy. It requires thinking well beyond portfolio strategy to
consider longer-term needs, like transferring wealth and minimizing tax implications. Since
1962, Raymond James advisors have carefully created forward-thinking financial plans that
protect the things most important to you and your family. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

DAVID C. YU

VICE PRESIDENT, BCM
SENIOR FINANCIAL ADVISOR, RJFS
123 N. Ann Arbor Street // Saline, MI 48176
T 734.429.3971 // TF 888.372.0332 // F 734.429.2426
david.yu@raymondjames.com
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Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano
Zone 4 Representative
Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
After waiting for several months to see if there was going to
be a PCA Car Corral at the Detroit Grand Prix at Belle Isle, with
less than 2 weeks notice, I was contacted and asked if I was interested in hosting the event. I agreed to take on this task, and
the first step was to put together a thorough proposal, which
needed to be submitted to the EC for approval in order to get
funding. I received word that my proposal was approved and
that I could begin promoting the event a mere 10 days before
it began. For the next ten days, I spent nearly every minute
of the day promoting, preparing for, and coordinating every
aspect of this three day event, including a hotel room block, a
welcome dinner, and police escorted caravan, as well as determining the amenities at the Hospitality Tent and the car corral
itself.
Through a number of Zone blasts, and with the cooperation of the regions within Zone 4, we were able to properly
promote the event. Once again, ticket sales for Saturday surpassed the track’s expectations, and we had to request an additional allocation of tickets.
A room block was set up at The Henry Autograph Hotel to
accommodate anyone travelling from out of town. On Friday
evening, we had a nice turnout for dinner at TRIA Restaurant.
The group consisted of members representing seven different
regions.
PCA members and Porsche owners, who visited the hospitality tent, were treated to donuts, coffee, and bagels in the
morning, as well as water and soft drinks throughout the
course of the day. In addition to people from throughout Zone
4, attendees included PCA members from Florida, Las Vegas,
and Oregon that had travelled to Detroit just for this event.
On Saturday morning, two Michigan State Police cars arrived at The Henry to provide us with an escort to the corral.
Drivers and passengers in 23 cars met under the portico to sign
waivers and receive instructions during the Driver’s Meeting.
With our police escorts leading the way and blocking oncoming traffic, we set out on a nonstop 20-mile drive through the
streets of Detroit, including a 3-mile stretch along Downtown
Detroit’s main thoroughfare, across the scenic MacArthur
Bridge onto Belle Isle, and straight to the car corral. Everyone
who participated agreed that it was even more fun than they
had anticipated.
When we arrived at the corral, we were greeted with coffee and donuts, as the warm up began for the WeatherTech
SportsCar Championship. Arrangements were made to allow

a large group to tour the Park Place Transporter along with a
question and answer session with driver Patrick Lindsey. The
group was then surprised with a second transporter visit to
Alegra Motorsports and a private autograph session with drivers Daniel Morad and Mathieu Jaminet.
Over the course of the weekend, attendees were able to
enjoy races from the Verizon IndyCar series, the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship, the Trans Am series presented by Pirelli, and the SPEED Energy Stadium SUPER Trucks. The
Detroit Grand Prix is the only weekend to feature back to back
days of full points IndyCar races. And, for the first time in this
race’s history, the same driver won both Saturday’s and Sunday’s races; congratulations to Graham Rahal.
Putting an event of this magnitude together requires a considerable amount of time and effort. With only ten days until
the event, I had to work night and day in order to accomplish
the goal. I want to thank everyone that attended, and to all
of the regions that assisted me by promoting the event. I especially want to thank my dependable team of trusted volunteers whose hard work and contributions helped to make this
a successful event.
There are a number of wonderful events taking place this
year throughout the zone. We are continuing to try to coordinate all of the region calendars into a master calendar which
is posted on the events page of the Zone 4 Website, http://
zone4.pca.org. Be sure to check your local region’s website
and newsletter for the latest details on the many events close
to you that are being planned. Also, consider attending other
regions’ events, such as:
• July 7-9 is Ohio Valley Region’s Club Race and HPDE at Putnam Park Road Course
• Plan to attend Allegheny Region’s Pittsburgh Vintage Grand
Prix Weekend July 14-16
• Northern Ohio Region’s Catawba Island Club weekend is
July 15-16
• July 16 is Eastern Buckeye Region’s Autocross at Kent Trumbell
• Rally Sport Region’s Waterford Hills Track Day is July 18
• July 19 is Western Michigan Region’s Wednesday Night
Cruise-In to the Gilmore Car Museum
• Mid-Ohio Region’s P2O in Granville, Ohio is July 21-23
• July 22 is Michiana Region’s Treasure Hunt Block Party in
the South Bend Historic District

(Continued on page 26)
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, June 6, 2017

Tim Pott: President.................................................Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President.....................................Absent
Burghard Linn: Treasurer.........................................Absent
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary.................................Present
Rick Mammel: Past President & Advertising............Absent
Kevin Kral.................................................................Absent

Jim Dowty: Insurance Chair.....................................Absent
Axel Schmidt...........................................................Present
Dan Kantrow...........................................................Present
Jeremy Goddard.......................................................Absent
Tom Krueger............................................................Present

Members & Visitor Present: Sue Sarin, Arnie Spieker, David Cooper – Events Chair, Christian Maloof – Track Chair,
Greg Mercier, Peter MacFarlane, Matt Huber, Zachary Huber, Rich Chang, John Kytasty, William Paxton, Steve Ramsburgh, Jan Hartz, Tom Bliznik Sr., Tom Bliznik Jr., Michael
Wuebben and Glenn Trapp – Membership/Historian

Newsletter: Deadline for newsletter material is June 18.

Call to Order: Tim Pott called the meeting to order at
7:04PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.
President’s Report: None.
Meeting Minutes: May meeting minutes were reviewed.
Motion: To approve May minutes passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Glenn Trapp reviewed the May Financial Report. Motion: To approve May report passed. Sue
Sarin suggested that we have assigned numbers for the
students due to the cost of temporary numbers. Christian
stated that they have thought about the idea but logistics
were a concern. It may be an opportunity in the future.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).
Insurance Report: Jim Dowty emailed that Insurance Certificates are requested for the Gilmore Museum Event and
the Grattan DE Event.

Events Committee: Dave Cooper reviewed the following
events.
• Jun 11: Gilmore Car Museum, Host: Axel Schmidt
• Jun 24: New Member Party/Time with Tim, Host: Tim
Potts
• Sep10: Soaring with RSR, Tri-Hosts: Dave Finch, Peter
Grant and John Kytasty
• Oct 14: Annual RSR Color Tour, Hosts: Stewart and Sally
Free
• Nov ??: Polar Bear Run, Host: Sebastian Gaeta
• Dec??: Holiday Party,
New Business: Tim asked for a volunteer to monitor our
social media sites. Christian will ask Valerie.
Board and Election news: Axel Schmidt will need to step
down as board member. Christian Maloof will take over
for Axel. The ballot this year will require that Tim rerun for
President and three board members will also need to rerun
(Rick Mammel, Dan Kantrow and Tom Krueger). Tim, Dan
and Tom stated that they will rerun.
Old Business: None
Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at
7:48PM. Minutes taken by: Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary

Advertising Report: No report.
Membership: Glenn Trapp stated that the club stands at
311 members.
Track Report: Christian reported that we have about 80
students signed up for the Grattan event. He needs more
volunteers at the event. Advanced driver training will be
held on Thursday for the instructors.
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CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE
1984 Porsche 944: Brown with tan/brown vinyl and cloth
interior. Approximately
88K original miles. Everything works except for
the A/C system. Original
and unmolested car, runs
well, nice condition, interior is great with only a few minor dash cracks. It has the
original Blaupunkt radio with power antenna, cruise control, power deck lid release, power sunroof and windows.
All the major service is complete including Factory Porsche
engine mounts, Sachs / Boge shocks and struts, reference
sensors, belts, rollers, WP, clutch, throw out bearing, O2
sensor, tires, fuel level sending unit, tires, fluids, and power
steering lines. The updates include H4 headlamps, solid
state DME relay, tail light update, and new shifter boot.
$5500. Please contact Skip Kuhn at 734-344-9506 or
T1143RK@gmail.com. (07/17)
1979 Porsche 911SC: 106,000 miles, originally Silver, repainted in Ruby Red. Excellent running and driving car.
The engine is strong and
pulls smoothly, idles very
nicely. The transmission
is excellent, body is very
straight but with a few areas
where the paint is not perfect. Small area of corrosion in
the driver’s door sill, other than that it is a very dry and
straight car. Has a factory sunroof, Momo steering wheel,
Fuchs wheels, factory tool kit, owner’s manual and original
steering wheel. Recent service includes new Interstate battery, 4 new Continental ExtremeContact Sport tires and a 4
wheel alignment. Car is located in Ann Arbor and is available to see, inspect and drive at any time. Please call Sebastian Gaeta at 734-645-9381 for more info. $36,500 and am
open to any fair and honest negotiations. (07/17)
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Three early 911’s: Discovered only recently after hiding
for over 30 years. They were last running and registered
in the mid-80’s. The find consists of one ‘70 T Targa, one
‘70 T coupe and one ‘73 T coupe. All cars are easy restoration candidates and the great news is they are complete

and have very solid floors.
There is some rust present
but there is no structural
rust. The engines are complete, all three have Fuchs
wheels and there have been
no modifications to the cars.
Very neat find, lot’s of images available to anyone interested in purchasing one,
two or all of them. Will sell separately, $24,000 each, take
your pick! To make an appointment to see these cars in Ann
Arbor or for more info, please call Sebastian at 734-6459381. (07/17)
1986 944 Coupe: 113K miles, Guards Red, Prepped for
HPDE. Modifications include
Corbeau Seats with harness
bar and 5pt.harness, Short
shift kit, KM adjustable camber plates, strut brace and
Air induction Kit Rebuilt rr.
axle and added LSD, New
clutch, rotors and pads.
Rebuilt Koni Adj shocks, water pump. master cyl., front Aarms and head gaskets. Car comes with three sets of 15”
and two sets of 16” wheels and used tires. Most of interior
is stripped out with a reduction of 256 #’s Sale price $ 5500.
Marianne Gaulin at mg2139@aol.com (06/17)
2009 911 Carrera 4S: Bone stock, clean. 62,300 miles,
6-speed manual. Car
comes with extensive
maintenance history
(receipts and invoices).
MSRP was ~$115k.
Additional
options:
Body-colored
center
console, Bose high end sound, Navigation, heated seats,
Dynamic cornering bixenons, factory sport exhaust, sport
PASM, Sport Chrono package. $55,000. For videos, detailed
photos and test drives contact Heramb Dandekar at heramb21@gmail.com (06/17)

2007 Porsche GT3: WP0AC29907S792075; 25,500 miles.
Speed Yellow over
black leather and Alcantara interior. 3.6L,
415 horsepower naturally aspirated dry
sump engine, 8400
RPM redline. Six speed manual transmission, limited slip
differential, PCCB, PASM, PCM, Sport Chrono Plus, Bi-Xenons; Recaro race seats (stock/OEM seats included), six
point harnesses, DAS Sport bolt-in (removable) roll bar;
3M protective film on all frontal surfaces. “Mezger” engine
coolant pipe issue corrected (welded) and water pump
replaced 6/16 by Rennstatt. New clutch at 20,700 miles.
Complete service records from 2010 to present included.
$91,500.00. Contact Conrad at 734.645.5778 or Conrad@
SellYourSportsCar.net. (06/17)

2002 Porsche Boxster: Mileage: 125,000 (avg 8K/year) NO
Winters! Transmission:
5-speed manual. Exterior: Lapis Blue Metallic.
Interior: Graphite Gray
Leather.
Condition:
Clean,
meticulously
maintained with complete
documentation,
no accidents, Very minor exterior scratches and minimal
interior wear. Aftermarket options: 18” Porsche turbo twist
wheels (have original wheels), new Michelin PSS. Recently
replaced parts: Back window, water pump, brakes, fluids,
filters, HVAC screen. Asking price: $9,500 OBO. Email:
phil@philmatherracing.com Phone: 734-476-0617 (12/16)

2003 996 Race Car: 28,000 miles, 7000 Track miles. PCA
Race Class J-Stock.
Purchased in 2005.
Over $50K in track
upgrades and modifications. All track
modifications and
maintenance performed locally. Automotive Techniques/ Jeff Jones and
Rennstatt Racing/ Tim Pott. Bilstein PSS9 adjustable suspension revalved with heavier springs. Brembo Big Red
calipers with floating hat slotted rotors. AIM Pista dash and
data logger. GIAC performance tuned ECU to map engine/
exhaust changes. Recaro Hans 1-piece driver seat. GT3
Lower control arms, GT3 adjustable F/R sway bars and
drop links. TRG lightweight Flywheel and racing clutch.
Copan’s limited slip differential. 2 extra sets of 18 inch
CCW wheels. Tarrett Engineering Front and rear adjustable
camber plates. Many other performance related upgrades.
$34,000. Please call Dan Gaulin PCA Member, Northville
MI. 248-921-0400. (04/17)

GT3 Parts: I am parting out a 2007 997 GT3 with 7,506
miles. Lightweight hood w/ opener assy. $1,200. Outer two
front radiator assemblies.$1,500/set. Rear motor mounts.
$350 pair. Alcantara shifter with e-brake assembly. $1,250.
3 sets new 19” Pirelli race slicks. $3,000 . Victor Racing silver 19” wheels with used slicks.$1,200. Windshield wiper
assy. $250. Contact Tom Green, 734-417-0030 or paragonsvc@aol.com. (04/17)

OTHER ITEMS

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/16)

WANTED ITEMS
911 Seats: Looking for a set of seats for my ‘86 911. Can
be in need of restoration as long as the foam is in good
shape. Interested in something with good thigh/kidney
bolster support for track days but no fixed backs to keep
my wife happy on tour days. 80’s Recaro’s (doesn’t have
to be from Porsche) or “sport” seats would be preferred.
Would like to keep cost low. Contact g.roberson567@yahoo.com with offers. (3/16)
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(The Zone from page 21)
• Motor-Stadt Region’s Ice Cream Run from St. Louis to Midland is July 23
• July 23 is Central Indiana Region’s Ladies Street Revival Car
Control Clinic
• Join Maumee Valley Region July 28-30 for their DE at Grattan
Raceway
I look forward to having the opportunity of meeting each and
every one of you at events throughout the upcoming year. If you
have any questions or comments please feel free to contact me
at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Vintage Munk’s
Service & Restoration
Stop in
anytime
and see
what’s
in our
lot!

Thanks,
Michael

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan

service@munks.com
248-335-5424
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From the Back Seat
By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant

Two months ago, our illustrious Pres commented that he
was never one to run from a fight, and proceeded to comment on my comments to his comments about Porsches
being “practical” and “reliable” cars…did you follow that?
Good. I had suggested that to call Porches either practical
or reliable was a bit of a stretch, to which he clarified that
what he should have said was that “for a high performance
sports car” Porsches offer practicality and reliability. Hmmmmm? Perhaps.
Relevant famous quotes that come to mind include
“beauty is in the eye of the beholder” and “one man’s trash
in another man’s treasure”. In other words, OK, I can buy
that. However….you dare insult the MG, the car that got
me started on this mad path to gearheadedness? As a matter of fact, golf clubs fit very nicely in an MG(B) over on the
passenger side of the car, with the bottom end of the bag
nestled snugly down in the foot well and the top resting
neatly on the seat. You can even buckle them in if you’d
like. Even better if you have a tonneau cover and leave the
passenger side covered. This is especially great for those of
us who really treasure our golf clubs!
As for the MG not having a back seat…they don’t need
no stinkin’ back seat! HOWEVER, in case you have small
kids that you want to take for a ride and you want a back
seat for your MG(B), there are multiple after market kits
that convert that empty space back there where the battery cover is into a very fine back seat…just as suitable for
small kids as those found in our beloved Porsches. This
could be a bit impractical since my experience with MGs
(and therefore the Lord of Darkness, Lucas electric) was
that you needed access to the batteries at least once a
month (if not more) to clean the terminals lest the Lord
become unhappy with the flow of current and decide to
shut down one or more totally unrelated electrical functions. But hey, you want a back seat…you got one.
Where I think this got totally interesting, however, is
that by bringing the MG into the discussion of “high performance sports cars”, Tim elevated the MG into that realm.
Now, I would never argue that the Porsche is anything
other than a high performance sports car, and I do indeed
like MGs…but high performance sport cars they are not!
Sports cars, yes…in a simple and wonderfully basic sense
of the word, but high performance, no…most have trouble
simply getting out of their own way. 1.8L of snarling tractor
motor fitted with 2 SU carburetors does not make for much
high performance. But the motor does sit up front, where

many would say it properly belongs, a differential in the
back, and a 4-speed transmission nested in between. Many
would call that a perfect traditional layout for a sports car.
The Porsche, on the other hand, has nothing but a trunk
up front, no differential, a transaxle behind the driver (and
those cute little back seats), and an engine behind that.
Hardly traditional, a bit “cultish”, but definitely geared for
high performance.
These seemingly rambling thoughts are actually leading
up to Tim’s comments about the “optimal” drivetrain layout recently seen in the most recent Porsche race cars…
the mid-engine 911RSR. Porsche has been swimming upstream from the very beginning with the rear engine layout
of the 911, but they have doggedly stayed with it and succeeded in bringing some mind-boggling rear engine cars to
the market for both street and race that have incredibly
high performance envelopes. But I agree with Tim that
the future is mid-engine, which in another chassis Porsche
has been making for a long time…first with the 914, and
then with the Boxster and Cayman. Are these cars the future of Porsche? Are the 911s destined to become “specialty cars”…very low production, high priced turbos and
GT cars? They seem to be almost there now, with Boxsters,
Caymans, Panameras, Cayennes, and Macans making up
the bulk of Porsche sales. Dare we think that the 911 will
go the way of the air-cooled engine? Hang onto all those
water cooled 911s!
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The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

©Porsche Cars North America, INC. Porsche Recommends seat belt usage and observation of all traffic laws at all times

The$heirs$to$over$60$years$of$racing$legacy.$$Divided$equally.$

Porsche(of(Farmington(Hills(
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