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On the Grid
By RSR President Tim Pott

Rites of Summer
Our first track day at Waterford Hills is
officially in the archives. To me, this marks
the beginning of summer regardless of
what equinox has occurred. Many thanks
due to Christian and Valerie Maloof,
Phil Mather, Rich Chang, Eric Gedeon
and Germain Porsche of Ann Arbor,
Tom Krueger and our corp of fabulous
instructors who give so generously their time to put these
events together. If you think running a D.E. is easy, it’s only
because these folks have worked so hard to assure that all the
details have been handled. Our crew only makes it look easy
because of the level of collective experience that we have in
this seasoned group. At the risk of repeating myself, I have to
say that if you haven’t signed up for one of our D.E. events, you
are short changing your Porsche experience. Even if you only
do it one time, the benefit is tremendous. We’ve never had a
disappointed customer.
Always be Prepping
“Failure to prepare is preparing to fail.” A worn cliche perhaps
but this rings so true when it comes to getting ready for one
of our track events. I’m going to take off my president’s hat
and put on my Porsche repair hat for a moment and offer some
suggestions that might make your track event more enjoyable.
Do not put off your tech inspection until the last moment!
Believe it or not, tech inspectors want your car to pass inspection.
The more safely prepared cars we have at any given event, the
greater our success. There is nothing more frustrating for both
the car owner and repair facility than to find a worn set of brake
pads, loose ball joint or tie rod end that renders your car unfit
for a track event. Last minute repairs often end up being more
expensive due to expedited shipping costs for the necessary
parts. Shipping can sometimes eclipse the cost of the actual
part! There is also needless stress added to both the folks doing
the repairs and you as a participant. A good rule is to schedule
your tech inspection at least one week, if not two weeks prior
to any track event. Doing so will mostly likely provide sufficient
time to perform the repairs allowing your car to pass muster.
Go over your car the night before the event and be certain
all the little details have been attended to. Get your equipment
and signed tech form in order, and make certain your car is clean
and free from any unnecessary items. Pack all of your personal
items: extra clothes, sunscreen, jacket, sunglasses, lawn chair or
whatever you feel you might need to keep yourself comfortable
throughout the duration of the event. Go over this list twice
and do not leave it until the morning you are planning to leave
or else, if you’re like me, you are certain to forget something.
Now put the car aside and consider preparing both mentally
and physically the more essential component to a D.E. event:

the driver. It is important to get a good night’s sleep prior to
the event, so get to bed a bit earlier than you might normally.
If the excitement keeps you awake, you will be grateful for the
additional time you have allotted.
Visualize the race track prior to the event as much as
possible. If you have done several D.E. events, then you should
have a good mental, turn by turn picture of the track in your
head. Sit quietly in a chair, or better yet in your car, close your
eyes and simulate what a perfect lap looks like in your head.
This is an exercise commonly done by professional athletes and
is a proven method for improving your performance when you
actually get to the track. If you don’t have enough experience to
follow this exercise, there are videos online that you can access,
not least of which is our own chief driving instructor, Christian
Maloof, doing a lap or two at Waterford. There is also a track
map on our region’s website. This is enormously helpful as well
as it shows the exact apex points and other nuances of the track.
Attitude is everything, so pack away that ego and bring
along your best student mind. Prepare to enjoy yourself by
not putting unreasonable amounts of pressure to bear. The
folks who ultimately wind up improving the most are the ones
who realize that you must go slow enough at first to learn the
intricacies of high performance driving.
Many Thanks!
I’ve received lots of emails, phone calls and cards wishing a
speedy recovery from my shoulder replacement surgery. It’s a
bit tough for me to accept the fact that I no longer have that shot
at a career as a professional baseball player but I’m learning to
cope. In all seriousness, the support of our little community is
really comforting and has been much appreciated. I thank you
all for that sincerely.

5

6

RSR Calendar of Events
June 6 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s Cabin,
Plymouth

September 10 (Sun.) Soaring With RSR -- Hosts: Dave
Finch, Peter Grant, and John Kytasty

June 11 (Sun.): 8:30AM: Drive to Gilmore Car Museum
-- Hosts: Axel & Claudia Schmidt (see page 6)

September 12 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

June 15-18 (Thurs.-Sun.): RSR Drivers’ Education Grattan
Raceway

September 19 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education Waterford
Hills

July 11 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s Cabin,
Plymouth

October 3 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

July 9-15 (Sun.-Sat.): Porsche Parade -- Spokane, Washington (see page 19)

October 14 (Sat.): Annual RSR Color Tour -- Hosts: Stewart & Sally Free.

July 15 (Sat.): Time With Tim/New Members Party at ArborMotion -- Hosts: Time Pott/Sebastian Gaeta

November 7 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

July 18 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education Waterford Hills

December 5 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Location TBD

August 1 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth

For more information on surrounding area
events, see “Around the Zone” on page 21.

Do your part to help RSR provide interesting and exciting
drives and social events. Our Events Chair and Co-Chair can
give you tips on how easy is it to host an event. The
summer driving season is nearly here -- help fill it!

Ideas?
Contact David Cooper (DaveCarrera4@gmail.com) or Peter Grant (pgrant@speakeasy.net)
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TEAM ILLUMINATA MOTORSPORT

teamilluminata.com
R
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Membership
Current Membership 511*
* Includes 313 Primary Members

Welcome New Members
Don Lucier
Taylor, MI
2001 Lapis Blue Boxster

Patrick Ogdin
Ann Arbor, MI
2016 Agate Gray Cayman GTS

Member Anniversaries
Gene & Susie Goodson............................................ 37
Roger Garrell & Katie Sharp..................................... 31
Dan & Mary Ann Kantrow....................................... 30
Andy & Jill Bacon..................................................... 23
George Snook & Nancy Duffy-Snook....................... 20
James & Cathy Schorr ............................................. 19
Michael Deleeuw & Cherie McMullen.................... 18
William & Katrina Guttrich...................................... 18
Doreen Ganos.......................................................... 16
Michael & Marcea Metzler...................................... 13
Ulf Maier................................................................. 11
Michael & Brenda Sue Pillay.................................... 11
Rick & Lynda Mammel............................................. 10
Ronnie Pruette......................................................... 10
James & Laura Walesch........................................... 10
Fran & Laurie Lanciaux............................................ 9
George & Linda Boreczky........................................ 8

Ron Silva.................................................................. 8
Trent Warnke & Lesley Hettinger............................. 8
Danny & Michelle Young......................................... 8
Kevin Kral................................................................. 7
Winston & Stephanie Benedict................................. 5
Dan & Maureen Vargovick....................................... 5
Cornelia Beck-Harmel & Gerd Harmel..................... 4
Richard Dickerson.................................................... 4
Craig & Carol Sable.................................................. 4
Todd Goldberg......................................................... 3
Brad & Chad Miller.................................................. 3
Rick Ratliff & Lindsay Olson..................................... 3
Axel & Claudia Schmidt........................................... 3
Amy Skogstrom........................................................ 2
Andrew Morrill & Marie Knoerl............................... 1
Ian Scott................................................................... 1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter.
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-2277854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA
national.
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Pedictable Drivers
By RSR Past President Rick Mammel

It is always interesting to hear people’s thoughts on the increasing automated systems finding a permanent home in
our automobiles. Forget the days when they were a perk
to get buyers into the showroom; they have now become
standard equipment due to increasing government mandates. If you are reading this there is a 100% chance you
enjoy driving. You have an above average knowledge of
getting your vehicle down the road. You are the last person
that needs an automated nanny to supply input to your vehicle’s control systems, but that is not a reality that translates to the current world. I used to think that if you want
to put those systems in the cars, what do I care? Just give
me a switch. Unfortunately even if there is a switch there
is a good chance it has subjective function. The automated
system will override your decision should the computer
deem you are not as attentive as it is.
I have changed my mind. I now welcome all vehicles to
be fully equipped with every moron proofing gadget available, especially automatic braking and lane departure. It
is not because I revel in the application of technology; it is
because so many drivers are becoming increasingly ignorant and inattentive. The self-braking will not only keep the
“Mouth Breathers” from rearranging your license plate,
but the system also offers a passive warning when they
get too close, thus keeping the tailgaters aware of their actions. Lane departure offers a similar audible warning if you
do not use you signal when you move outside your lane.
Understandably modern vehicles require less human input
which means the brain has less requirement for output
….perhaps those audible prompts will keep said brain from
going into sleep mode.
Having recently returned from observing drivers in the
UK, and to repeat what I had written about them 5 years
ago, that is a country of very good drivers. That statement
may be challenged by ex-pats but compared to the arrogant /aggressive and inattentive people I share the road
with around here, there is no level of criticism that can be
levied against the Brits. Whether it is their ability to allow
seamless merging onto the motorway or their absolute
attention to the ballet that is the proper entrance into a
round-about, they pay attention to and respect the drivers
around them.
We all have a poignant, perhaps very recent story about
an encounter with one of the above mentioned local drivers that use the roadway to increase their self-esteem. I
remember getting chopped off by a guy in Arizona. He did

a slide job on me so tight I swear he rubbed off the dust on
the front bumper. Then I saw his personalized license plate
that read ME B4 U and I figured, fair enough …… at least
he has a full understanding his actions. If his car had auto
braking that maneuver would have had the clamps on full
lock.
On the drive back from another phenomenal “Time
With Tim,” I was again reminded of how stupid people are
about defending their “position”. Traveling in the right lane
on M14 while approaching a long line of merging cars, I
signaled to move over and the van behind me speeds up.
There was still ample room to fit in and I proceeded with
the lane change. The guy continues to take a run on me
then stands on the horn and flashes the lights. He came
up so close that eventually I could not see his headlights.
Another great time for auto braking to intervene!! I didn’t
really care as this style of driving here in Michigan is fairly
common, but I do cringe when I see that same attitude and
moves pulled on a semi-truck & trailer. If we classify tailgating and aggression to the top of the list then next in line is
lane discipline. Whether that term covers picking the correct lane for the pace of traffic (slower cars keep right) or
signaling before you leave the one you are in, what someone does has a direct effect on all lanes, the entire traffic
flow.
Chock another one up for the Brits. Their lane discipline
and attentiveness on the motorways and when entering
rotaries (roundabouts) is synchronous. They drive much
closer to one another and no one cares because everyone
drives with predictably. Driving like that around here will
get you losing some paint or suddenly brake checked. In
Michigan predictable and attentive are not words you can
use in conjunction with rotaries. They need to be categorized more as the final scene in Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome.
The take-away from this…..even though you learned to
drive with predictability and attentiveness at one of RSR’s
Driver’s Ed events, it is no protection from the Bozos behind or beside you. Your only hope is that their car is
equipped with the latest automated systems or you risk
getting an unfavorable Carfax report attached to your vehicle service history.
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Rally Sport Region’s Beginner’s Day DE
Story by Editor Mike O’Rear, photos by Glenn Trapp and Wes Nardoni

Eighteen instuctors and thirty-six students showed up for
RSR’s season opener at Waterford Hills. Rain in the early
morning gave way to a great day of sunshine and dry driving.
Porsche of Ann Arbor kindly provided breakfast coffee and
bagels and ArborMotion/Renstatt contributed a large supply
of water for hot and thirsty drivers.
Chief Instructor Cristian Maloof did double duty by not
only holding the Drivers’ Meeting but also handling the class
room instruction. As usual the day went smoothly and safely.

RSR member Tim Boertman tried DE for the first time
in his ‘88 Carrera (which caused the editor a twinge of
seller’s remorse).

New RSR member Patrick Ogdin tried out his
2016 Cayman GTS.

In the classroom Chief Instructor Christian
Maloof demonstrates braking technique with
his high performance water bottle.

New RSR member Marvin Quezada brought his
fabulous 991 Turbo to the track.

Roger Garrell bid farewell to those at the DE. Roger and his
wife are moving to St. George, Utah after 31 years as RSRPCA members. Roger has served as a regular class room
instructor at RSR’s DEs and shared his passion for driving
with generations of DE students. He will be missed.
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Versus 2: Car vs Train
Story and photos by Bahn Stormer’s European Correspondant and RSR’s Cranky Webmeister Emmanual Garcia

order for a taxi to our place at 7:10 am that morning.
I stuffed our luggage and family into our car and drove halfway to the train station to find a random place to park.
We ran the rest of the way. I was hoping that when the
ambulance came to treat my impending heart attack that
they could give us all a lift to the train station as well. We
made it with a minute to spare. The heart attack was postponed—indefinitely, I hope.

There’s nothing like the smell of a burning red project at
work as you leave it behind for vacation. Unfortunately, I’m
one of those worrying conscientious types so to take my
mind off my disaster, I tried to figure out which is the most
relaxing way to travel across Germany for vacation. This is
actually a trick question because for me there is no relaxing way to travel across Germany.
For this post, I’m going to pretend I had the choice between driving a car or taking the train to Berlin. In reality,
my wife decided that we would give our kids the European
experience and her husband permanent facial convulsions.
There have been many similar comparisons like this before, such as running vs. the subway or flying a plane vs.
driving a car. They generally focus on time and cost. I’m
looking at it from the viewpoint of an obsessive-compulsive who likes the sense of control when it comes to driving. No bias here.

Left by car, right by train
In the Beginning
There was no taxi. Mild concern was turning to fullbore panic. My wife called the taxi company, who had no
14

If we were driving, we would have all slept in and left
an hour and a half later than planned (after stopping for
pastries). I would also be fidgeting because I would have
forgotten to check something—the tire pressure/oil level/
washer fluid—before we left. I would be thinking about
what munchies I would get at the first fill up and how to
hide them from my kids.
The Deutsche Bahn Connection
We were taking four different trains—two regional and
two ICE— for a travel time of 8 hours. My eye started to
twitch a little when she told me what she had booked.
We had to switch trains in Buchloe, Augsburg, and Göttingen. We typically had about 8 minutes between trains,
time enough for me to repeatedly hurt myself dragging
luggage in and out of trains and up and down stairs as we
ran from platform to platform.
The first two train rides went without a hitch. The third
was running 15 minutes behind. The twitching in my eye
was quite pronounced as we boarded this late train.
When it became clear that our train wouldn’t be able to
make up time and that we would miss our connection,
they tried to contact our train to Berlin. It was arriving in
Fulda a few minutes ahead of us, so they tried to have it
wait until we got there. Unfortunately, the train never got
the message so at the last minute, they had to come up
with a new plan for Berlin travelers.
We got off at Kassel-Wilhelmshöhe instead and our kids
got to experience the wonders of its train station. To be
quite honest, the snack kiosk there will be more memorable for them than the museums we’ll make them visit in
Berlin.
The next ICE train to Berlin came about 45 minutes later.
We had lost our reserved seats, but at least we made it
to Berlin where we only had to take even more trains (SBahn) to get to our Airbnb.
(Continued on page 15)

With a car, we would be
sitting in traffic on the autobahn as we join everybody
in Bavaria on the first day of
school holidays. My frustrated
mutterings would be drowned
out by my children’s complaining. My wife would be either
posting on Instagram the
group selfie we would have
taken in the car when we left,
or re-reading her Berlin travel
guide.
I would only have to drag our luggage twice, but it would
fill the hatch so that I wouldn’t be able to see out the back.
If you can’t see out the back, the best way to drive on the
autobahn is to go faster than everyone else. It’s the only
safe way.
Instead of the wonders of a train station, the kids would
be experiencing the charms of the autobahn Rasthof (reststop). I would have missed at least two instructions from
my navigation system because those are evil and are always trying to get me lost.
And we would have probably still made it to Berlin sooner
than the train.

In the car I’d still be muttering to myself about traffic
and slow trucks and crazy Swiss drivers and speed limits.
And when we arrive in Berlin, the muttering would be replaced by non-stop swearing as I look for a parking spot
while my eye twitches constantly.
The Verdict
Plan for the worst, hope for the best, then stay at home.
Also, stop complaining and thank your wife when she
makes all of the travel arrangements because you’re too
busy working all the time.

Ticket to Ride
Riding on the train itself is not bad. A normal person can
actually fit in a seat, unlike in an airplane. There is no need
to exert elbow dominance over your neighbor for the armrest. Like an airplane, however, you get the conversations,
chattel, and smells of all the other passengers in your area.
Also, we went through a tunnel at 253 km/hr on the train.

Rich Chang serves on the Track Committee and prepares the
track packets for DE participants as well as coordinating each
DE’s sign-in. Not simple, and always time consuming tasks.
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We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.
We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor

Come visit our brand new Porsche building
2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street. go North 1/2 mile...
Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.
Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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PHOTOS: VISIT SPOKANE/JAMES RICHMAN, JEFF SCHINDLER; RANDY WELLS

Join in the fun!
Join your fellow Porsche Club of America members at the 62nd Porsche Parade on
July 9-15, 2017. Parade is PCA’s annual, weeklong event enjoyed by several thousand
of your fellow members, who will gather this year in Spokane, Washington.
Parade participants will enjoy Driving Tours and a Gimmick Rally to explore eastern
Washington’s mountain vistas and high desert, the Concours at Riverfront Park, an
Autocross, and a Time-Speed-Distance Rally to test your competitive spirit.
When you want to step away from driving, Spokane is a walkable city with awardwinning eateries, the Cork District tasting rooms, craft breweries, and boutique
shopping. Bring the kids, too, as they’ll be kept busy with activities such as model
Porsche Concours, RC Car racing, and an ice cream social (well, adults can join in the
ice cream, too).

HOUSING RESERVATIONS AND
use this small one
reproducing
PARADE REGISTRATIONwhen
less than 1/2 inch
OPEN ON FEBRUARY 21ST.
REGISTRATION FOR EVENTS
OPENS ON APRIL 3RD.
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Got a tricky problem with your Porsche?
We can find it. And we can fix it.

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz.

Local Knowledge
Whether it is a public road or a race track, knowledge and
experience of that road can give the local person a decided
advantage in negotiating it better than the first time driver.
The local person makes it all look easy and fluid while the
new person struggles to keep up. My first trip to Waterford was very much like that as I tried to follow someone in
what then passed as driver’s education. The other learning
practice was as a chase car during time trials. A second car
would follow the timed car with a passenger as an observer
and to set up any cones. No ride along instructor, we just
picked out a friend and tried to stay close following their
line around the track. I tried to learn the line while being
overwhelmed with all of the sensory inputs of elevation
change and road surface change. As I recall I fell off the
track in almost every corner but not all in the same lap. I
can honestly say nobody was impressed with my attempt,
including me. The club only held one event at Waterford
per year and laps on track were pretty limited. It took several years before the track felt familiar. A similar learning
curve happened on several public roads. My home is located off Clinton River Road, which has numerous curves
packed into just a couple of miles. The first time I drove
it the posted speed limit seemed like a challenge rather
than suggested maximum. After years of experience it now
seems leisurely.
The professional race driver will usually say it takes three
to five laps to learn a new race track. But I do believe learning the basics of a race track and knowing all of the tricks to
maximize a lap are different things. There are obvious passing points but the experienced local also knows where the
new driver might make a mistake that could be used to gain
time or make a pass. The experienced driver also knows
how to get as much speed with minimal risk and minimal
stress on the car. The same can be said for recognizing how
a road or a piece of track has changed, whether from wear
or repair and what that change requires in adapting a driving approach. Little changes can mean adopting a different
turn in point or apex point. Even small changes can alter
the optimum arc around the corner.
There is more than one way to learn a new race track
including the driving simulator. Some will say the only way
to learn a new track is to walk the whole circuit. Following
a local driver is another way to learn, presuming the local driver has good driving skills in addition to experience.
My first friend that I went racing with took the Waterford

school that only walked the track and taught how to do
rolling starts. It took several seasons of following successively faster race drivers in similar F Production class Bugeye Sprites to learn the line. Finally he was able to match
the speed of the lap record holder and then had his one
and only feature race win. This technique almost became
a disaster when we went to Mosport and he attempted to
follow the local hot shoe in his Mini Cooper which had a totally different line being a front wheel drive car. I learned a
valuable lesson that you should never assume you can follow someone even if the cars seem identical, but especially
if they are not the same.
When I took the Jim Russell Driving School I learned the
Mt. Tremblant track first from classroom sessions and then
by walking the track. After that it was many laps of each
student following the other followed by critique from the
chief instructor, Richard Spenard. He liked to stand at the
apex of a corner as the student tried to touch the stick he
held at the apex. As simple as it sounds I believe I learned
more about driving in those Formula Fords that all of the
previous years driving Porsches.
What I have learned is that it is possible to apply existing
knowledge to new tracks. A long sweeping corner will have
the same characteristics regardless of the surface or even
the direction. A hairpin turn or an Esses turn will have very
similar driving techniques to master them. That said each
track also has some turn that is unique and requires a not
so obvious approach that requires years of experience. It is
often said that once you have mastered Waterford you can
take those skills to any track and be successful. The real
trick is to master Waterford, which I have to say after 35
years of driving, I am still learning.

Waterford Hills
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There are se

crets hidden in these mountains…

Drive. Dine. Explore.
Treffen Asheville
September 20-24, 2017
Omni Grove Park Inn
Asheville, North Carolina
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For program information and registration details,
see the Treffen website: treffen.pca.org
or email the Treffen North America staff at: treffen@pca.org

Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano
Zone 4 Representative
Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
With summer upon us, there are many events available
throughout Zone 4 to entertain you each and every weekend
regardless of what types of events you enjoy. There have been
several detailing and tech sessions held to get us ready for the
driving season. Quite a few regions began their autocross seasons hosting schools designed to teach and develop the basic
skills necessary to participate in an autocross. By attending
these schools and mastering the basic skills, it helps to encourage the students to participate in future autocross events by
giving them confidence. There have been a number of DEs
held, as well as several driving tours. And, there are always
dinner drives and social gatherings, which provide plenty of
opportunities to get together.
On a beautiful Saturday afternoon, I joined several hundred
members from Central Indiana, Mid Ohio, and Ohio Valley Regions, to spend the day touring the Taj Ma Garaj in Dayton, OH.
The Taj houses a World Class collection of Porsches including
legendary classics and one of a kind vehicles. It is certainly one
of the most unique and entertaining car themed venues ever
created. The event included drives from each of the regions to
the venue as well as a tech quiz with the winning region taking
home a trophy.
Over the past few years, there has been a steady increase of
people interested in participating in Driver’s Education events.
So much so that regions are forced to restrict the number of
attendees due to a lack of instructors for these new students.
As a result, many regions have held DE Instructor Training
Schools. I joined Central Indiana Region for the weekend as
they hosted the most recent school at Putnam Park. Scott
Mann a member of the National DE Instructor training team
spent an entire day teaching prospective instructors and leading in car exercises. At the end of the day, 30 new instructors
were available to assist the region with their HPDE that weekend.
I also recently attended Mid-Ohio Region’s Club Race and
fully instructed HPDE at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course. During the 3 days, they ran 4 Sprint races and a combined Enduro
as well as practice runs and a fun race on the first day. The
HPDE included a lapping day and 2 days of instruction, which
made for a very full weekend. The region held a reception on
Friday night and an awards banquet was held after Saturday’s
exciting races due to Mid-Ohio’s notoriously unpredictable
weather. Sunday morning was the 90 minute combined Enduro race.

The fun and good times are definitely in full swing throughout
all of the regions within the Zone. I have already visited many
of the regions and have attended over 12 events, spending
time on the track and at social gatherings interacting with a
number of PCA members. As I visit each region I am always
reminded that for me the PCA motto is so true, It’s not just the
cars, it’s the people!
There are a number of wonderful events taking place this
year throughout the zone. Please continue to check the master calendar, which is posted on the events page of the Zone
4 Website, http://zone4.pca.org, as well as your local region’s
website and newsletter for the latest details on the many
events close to you that are being planned. Also, consider attending other regions’ events, such as:
• June 3 is Allegheny Region’s Autocross School and afternoon Autocross at PittRace
• Central Indiana Region’s CruZionsville Charity Car Show is
June 3
• Join Eastern Buckeye Region members on June 10 for a
Bridges Tour in Geneva
• June 10 is Western Michigan Region’s Tech Session at Euro
Autowerks
• Mid-Ohio Region’s Autocross at Circleville Speedway is June
11
• June 11 is Maumee Valley Region Brunch after Cars and
Coffee
• Join Ohio Valley Region members on June 11 at the Ault
Park Concours D’Elegance
• Northern Ohio Region’s Drive and Wine Event to The Wine
Mill is June 11
• June 14 is Michiana Region’s Monthly Meeting at Dandino’s
Supper Club in Goshen
• Rally Sport Region’s DE at Grattan Raceway is June 15-18
• June 24 is Southeast Michigan Region’s Progressive Dinner
• Motor-Stadt Region’s IROC 1 Autocross is June 24 at Spartan Speedway
I look forward to having the opportunity of meeting each and
every one of you at events throughout the upcoming year.
Please feel free to contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.
com.
Thanks,
Michael
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.

W. 11 Mile Rd
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Halsted Rd.
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Grand River Ave.

W. 10 Mile Rd.

Haggerty Rd.
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275
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, May 2, 2017

Tim Pott: President..................................................Absent
Peter Grant: Vice-President....................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary.................................Present
Rick Mammel: Past President & Advertising............Absent
Kevin Kral................................................................Present

Jim Dowty: Insurance Chair....................................Present
Axel Schmidt............................................................Absent
Dan Kantrow...........................................................Present
Jeremy Goddard.......................................................Absent
Tom Krueger............................................................Present

Members & Visitor Present: Sue Sarin, Arnie Spieker, Paul
Grushe, Frank Kunick, Don Darnell, Phil Mather – Assistant
CDI, Christian Maloof – Track Chair, Greg Mercier, John
McIver, Peter MacFarlane, Conrad Zumhagen, Matt Huber,
Seth and Hope Penchansky, Rich Chang, Eric Gedeon, Joe
Conen, and Glenn Trapp – Membership/Historian.

review options and buy some for rental. 29 members have
signed up for the first DE event. The new tech form is available and we will send another email blast to the members
to inform them of the new form. Burghard has ordered the
ambulance for all events.

Call to Order: Peter Grant called the meeting to order at
7:09PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.
President’s Report: None
Meeting Minutes: April meeting minutes were reviewed.
Motion: To approve all minutes passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Burghard Linn reviewed April Financial Report. Motion: To approve March report passed. Our
tax return was filed with the IRS. The file is available for
review. REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to
any RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard
Linn (burghard.linn@gmail.com).
Insurance Report: Jim Dowty reported that Insurance Certificates are requested for Matt’s Auburn & Cord Museum
event, Time with Tim and DE events.
Advertising Report: We lost 2 advertisers but gained a
new one (Automotive Techniques) this year. One advertiser was delinquent. Burghard went to accounts payable
and he received payment.
Membership: Glenn Trapp stated that the club stands at
307 members. Glenn reviewed the membership directory
on our website and it needs some clean up. Glenn will review and contact Emmanuel. He will send an email blast to
the members to get more pictures.
Track Report: Head and neck restraints will be required
for those vehicles with harnesses for 2018CY. The club will

Newsletter: Deadline for newsletter material is May TBD.
Events Committee: Peter reviewed the following events:
• May 13: Auburn & Cord Museum, Host: Matt Huber
• Jun 11: Gilmore Car Museum, Host: Axel Schmidt
• Jun 24: New Member Party/Time with Tim, Host: Tim
Potts (Editor’s note: this event subsequently changed to
Saturday, July 15)
• Sept 10: Soaring with RSR, Tri-Hosts: Dave Finch, Peter
Grant and John Kytasty
• Oct 14: Annual RSR Color Tour, Hosts: Stewart and Sally
Free
• Nov ??: Polar Bear Run, Host: Sebastian Gaeta
• Dec??: Holiday Party,
Other potential events:
• Frank Kunick suggested a tour of his facility (Nissan) in
Farmington Hills. He will check with Nissan if it’s okay.
• Peter Grant stated that U of M hospital would not allow
the Racing for Kids event. He is looking for other event
ideas with kids.
• John McIver informed the board that the Michigan
Sports Car Club has an autocross scheduled on July 23.
He will contact the club to see if RSR can be invited.
New Business: The December Board meeting cannot be at
Karl’s. We will have to find a new venue.
Old Business: None
Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at
7:51PM.
Minutes taken by: Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary
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CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE
2007 Porsche GT3: WP0AC29907S792075; 25,500 miles.
Speed Yellow over
black leather and
Alcantara
interior.
3.6L, 415 horsepower
naturally
aspirated
dry sump engine,
8400 RPM redline.
Six speed manual transmission, limited slip differential,
PCCB, PASM, PCM, Sport Chrono Plus, Bi-Xenons; Recaro
race seats (stock/OEM seats included), six point harnesses,
DAS Sport bolt-in (removable) roll bar; 3M protective film
on all frontal surfaces. “Mezger” engine coolant pipe issue corrected (welded) and water pump replaced 6/16 by
Rennstatt. New clutch at 20,700 miles. Complete service
records from 2010 to present included.
$91,500.00. Contact Conrad at 734.645.5778 or Conrad@
SellYourSportsCar.net. (06/17)
2009 911 Carrera 4S: Bone stock, clean. 62,300 miles,
6-speed manual. Car
comes with extensive
maintenance history
(receipts and invoices).
MSRP was ~$115k.
Additional
options:
Body-colored
center
console, Bose high end sound, Navigation, heated seats,
Dynamic cornering bixenons, factory sport exhaust, sport
PASM, Sport Chrono package. $55,000. For videos, detailed
photos and test drives contact Heramb Dandekar at heramb21@gmail.com (06/17)
2003 996 Race Car: 28,000 miles, 7000 Track miles. PCA
Race Class J-Stock.
Purchased in 2005.
Over $50K in track
upgrades and modifications. All track
modifications and
maintenance performed locally. Automotive Techniques/ Jeff Jones and
Rennstatt Racing/ Tim Pott. Bilstein PSS9 adjustable suspension revalved with heavier springs. Brembo Big Red
24

calipers with floating hat slotted rotors. AIM Pista dash
and data logger. GIAC performance tuned ECU to map engine/exhaust changes. Recaro Hans 1-piece driver seat.
GT3 Lower control arms, GT3 adjustable F/R sway bars and
drop links. TRG lightweight Flywheel and racing clutch. Copan’s limited slip differential. 2 extra sets of 18 inch CCW
wheels. Tarrett Engineering Front and rear adjustable camber plates. Many other performance related upgrades.
$34,000. Please call Dan Gaulin PCA Member, Northville
MI. 248-921-0400. (04/17)
2002 Porsche Boxster: Mileage: 125,000 (avg 8K/year) NO
Winters! Transmission:
5-speed manual. Exterior: Lapis Blue Metallic.
Interior: Graphite Gray
Leather.
Condition:
Clean,
meticulously
maintained with complete
documentation,
no accidents, Very minor exterior scratches and minimal
interior wear. Aftermarket options: 18” Porsche turbo twist
wheels (have original wheels), new Michelin PSS. Recently
replaced parts: Back window, water pump, brakes, fluids,
filters, HVAC screen. Asking price: $9,500 OBO. Email:
phil@philmatherracing.com Phone: 734-476-0617 (12/16)
2008 911 Turbo Cabriolet: One owner, garage kept vehicle that has never
seen rain or snow, and
has been 100% dealer
maintained. All wheel
drive, Tiptronic S, full
leather interior, Bose
Sound System and Navigation. Perfect condition with
11,095 miles. Asking $79,500. Call or text Bob Hlavaty at
313-805-7208. (08/16)
2008 Cayman S: 70K Miles. Enthusiast owned, always garaged, and never driven in
winter. Meteor grey metallic exterior with stone
grey interior. 6 spd manual
(new clutch). Options include “Preferred Package”
(matching floor mats, col-

ored Porsche crest wheel caps, Bose high end sound, rain
sensing wipers, automatic day/night mirrors), heated/
power seats with memory, Bi-Xenon Headlamps Package
(auto leveling), auto climate control and 19 inch Carrera
Classic wheels. Full service records since purchased Certified Pre-owned at 18K. Moving to a right hand drive country and I am unable to take it with me sadly. Asking $29K.
Email me at benedictwd@gmail.com. (08/16)

OTHER ITEMS

WANTED ITEMS
911 Seats: Looking for a set of seats for my ‘86 911. Can
be in need of restoration as long as the foam is in good
shape. Interested in something with good thigh/kidney
bolster support for track days but no fixed backs to keep
my wife happy on tour days. 80’s Recaro’s (doesn’t have
to be from Porsche) or “sport” seats would be preferred.
Would like to keep cost low. Contact g.roberson567@yahoo.com with offers. (3/16)

GT3 Parts: I am parting out a 2007 997 GT3 with 7,506
miles. Lightweight hood w/ opener assy. $1,200. Outer two
front radiator assemblies.$1,500/set. Rear motor mounts.
$350 pair. Alcantara shifter with e-brake assembly. $1,250.
3 sets new 19” Pirelli race slicks. $3,000 . Victor Racing silver 19” wheels with used slicks.$1,200. Windshield wiper
assy. $250. Contact Tom Green, 734-417-0030 or paragonsvc@aol.com. (04/17)
Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/16)

3rd Saturday of Every
Month
(April – Oct)

April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15, August 19,
September 16, October 21

All Cars & Enthusiasts Welcome!

For more information on Cars and Coffee –
jonheidorn@comcast.net

Join us at Zingerman’s Roadhouse
2501 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor

7:30am – 9:00am

This is Not A Rally Sport Region – Porsche Club of America Event
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Can’t Wait Until the Gilmore 200 (June 11th) to
Drive in a Social Event?
The Motor-Stadt Region is hosting -“The Road Through Hell (Michigan)” evening drive
Thursday, June 8th at 6:00 PM
Starts at 6:00 PM at the Jackson National Life Insurance Company
1 Corporate Way, Lansing, MI 48951
(Just South of the intersection of I-96 and Okemos Road)
The route ends at the Zuckey Lake Tavern (5011 Girard Dr., Pinckney, MI)
Rally Sport Region Members are welcome.
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From the Back Seat
By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant

For those of you who have followed my intrepid adventures in Metzger Motor rebuilding, you may recall that
last month I said the following: “Shift fork assembly goes
together on the transmission side, and hopefully they will
be bolted together about the time I’m sending this article
off to our fearless editor for the April edition of the Bahn
Stormer. Then it’s just a matter of putting the engine back
in. Unless I have to backward assemble something again!”
Please note that last line, which I’ve underscored for
emphasis. So here is a “PS” to the ongoing saga…I did get
the transmission and engine bolted together just about
the time I sent last month’s article off to press, and with
a little help from my friends got it re-inserted in the car.
Other than the jockeying for position, this is a matter of
only 4 bolts…one for each corner. In the meantime, I had
received some excellent advice from our illustrious Pres
who said…”adjust the clutch to make sure it’s OK before
you start hooking all the rest of the stuff up”. Good advice
indeed. Once I had figured out how all the external clutch
pieces fit together again, I set about trying to adjust it.
Something just did not feel right. Initially this was because I
had not figured out how the “helper” spring was supposed
to be set up. Once I had that figured out, I set out to adjust it again. Thinking I had everything OK under the car, I
went forward to the driver’s seat and pressed the clutch
pedal. The PINGGGGGGG sound I heard as the clutch pedal
snapped to the floor told me immediately that I was in for
some additional “backward assembly”. Best guess was that
the shift fork had broken (I did not buy a new one). Whatever the cause, a quick visit under the car to feel the shift
rod rattle loosely back and forth told me that the engine/
transmission was coming back out.
And so it did. I managed to get the assembly back down
by myself, left the assembly under the car and on the jack,
rotated it so the transmission was sticking out the side,
rolled a transmission jack under it, unbolted it from the
engine, and pulled it back. No big surprise to find a broken
shift fork…which is why I had a new one already on hand.
The backward assembly continued as I put the transmission back up on the bench and backward assembled/reassembled the shift fork using the new piece. Back down
on the transmission jack, rolled it back up to the engine
and bolted it back in place. WHEH! Very tired at this point,
but decided to move things around to position the engine/
transmission assembly for re-insertion into the car the next
night. And then…the whole assembly slipped off the jack! I

was too dumbfounded to even swear. Turned the lights off
and went into the house without even looking back.
I realize now that I missed what would have been the
best picture for this saga…the engine/transmission lying all
cockeyed under the back of the car…half on and half off
the jack. I was at a loss as to how exactly to tackle this, so
I asked (again) Tim to come over for an assessment. A look
here, a push there…and a look up at the joists above. Hmmmm? Every once in a while you get a break when things
look their worst. The assembly was serendipitously positioned with the rear cross-mount directly under a joist and
clear of the rear bumper. A quick trip to the “shed” for the
chain fall, some rigging, and we soon had the back of the
engine up in the air, with the nose of the transmission resting on the floor. The whole thing was centered, and high
enough to get the jack back under the “balance” point of
the assembly. We slowly lowered it back onto the jack and
there it sat…ready to be rolled forward and lifted up into
position. What a beautiful thing!
So re-assembly began again. The four mount bolts secured the assembly in place, and the clutch was adjusted
for a second time. This time, the trip to the driver’s seat
yielded a “perfect” clutch feel. At this point, I was back
where I started at the end of the last issue. A connection
here, a plug there, and pretty soon there was nothing left
to hook back up. It was time to see if this was all going
to work…which, of course, it didn’t. NO START! Turns out
that once again I had set the distributor 180 degrees out of
phase, which is pretty much how I am with directions too…
always 180 degrees off, i.e. – north being south and south
north, but I digress! Reset the distributor to the proper
TDC, turn the key and…OMG IT’S ALIVE!
So spring is springing and the Porsche runs again. What
a journey this has been, and what an incredible piece of
engineering the Metzger Motor is. It’s been a great learning experience. There remain a few “teething” issues like
occasional hard starts and oil leaks here and there, but the
car runs sweet and sounds even sweeter. Victory is mine!
See you on the road.
Next month…a Counter to the Counterpoint!
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The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

©Porsche Cars North America, INC. Porsche Recommends seat belt usage and observation of all traffic laws at all times

The$heirs$to$over$60$years$of$racing$legacy.$$Divided$equally.$

Porsche(of(Farmington(Hills(
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