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We don’t moonlight in Porsche rePair.
We sPecialize in Porsche care.

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088  www.arbormotion.com/rennstatt

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.
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Why Porsches?

I know that may sound a bit odd coming 
from the President of the RSR/PCA, but it 
is one I’ve considered from time to time.  
What draws us to these cars?  Why have 
they earned such loyalty among their 
owners?  Certainly there are plenty of 
options out there; Ferraris, Lamborghinis, 

Lotus, Triumphs, the list is endless.  I’ve decided to break it 
down in an effort to find an answer.

The Trademark
No, I’m not referring to the crest with its ubiquitous prancing 
horse all divided up into quarters that no doubt signify 
something important and German.  I’m talking about the printed 
name   PORSCHE as it appears in so many things we see.  There 
is even a font you can find and download called “Porscha” which 
speaks to its iconic status.  The name   written in its own, special 
font says “I’m here to take care of business!”.  Even non-car 
people recognize this trademark, kind of like non-football fans 
recognize the UoMs winged football helmets.  

The 911
No other car model is more readily recognized as the 
quintessential sports car.  This is partly due to the fact that 
it is also the longest production run of a single model sports 
car.  Its classic styling has held up for more than fifty years if 
you include the water-cooled versions as the factory does.  The 
rear engine powertrain layout is arguably antiquated by today’s 
standards.  But thanks to brilliant engineering, Porsche has 
managed to make it work well beyond what most competitors 
would have even attempted.  The rear suspension has been 
radically  redesigned to make the 911s handling better and more 
predictable.  The somewhat awkward weight distribution, once 
the driver acclimates to it, is what lends the car its charm.  If you 
set the car up perfectly while entering a corner you can mash 
on the gas and the car just digs in and floats through the corner 
like a prima ballerina. However, Porsche recently moved the 911 
engine in front of the rear axle, making it mid-engine, in order to 
remain competitive in certain racing venues.  This was done out 
of necessity in order to stay competitive with other mid-engine 
cars in its class.  It’s hard to argue with physics and the mid-
engine weight distribution is just plain better.
Racing
I’m sorry, other makes can brag about their accomplishments 
but nobody has dominated a variety of racing venues like 
Porsche has throughout history.  From America to Zimbabwe 
Porsche has raced and won and continues to do so today.  Not 
just in road racing but hill climbs, rallies, you name it Porsche 
has been there and won.  It is this racing history that has fueled 

development of its street cars.  Modern Porsches can be driven 
directly from the showroom to the racetrack and be reasonably 
competitive depending on the venue.  

Reliability
Sure there have been missteps.  What car manufacturer hasn’t 
made mistakes?  Chain tensioners, IMS bearings and cylinder 
head studs all come to mind.  Porsche has always (albeit 
sometimes grudgingly due to marketing strategies) found a 
way to fix their foibles.  We currently see Porsches built in the 
1950s still capable of taking their drivers coast to coast without 
issue.  Reliability is also attributable to Porsches competing in 
endurance races.  What better way to test a car’s mettle than to 
beat on it lap after lap in a 24 hour race?

Practicality
You might think I’m stretching it a bit here but not if you put it 
in the proper context.  There are very few dedicated sports cars 
that offer more flexibility and interior room than most Porsches.  
The cockpit certainly receives the greatest amount of attention; 
even very large humans can sit comfortably in the front seats 
of a Porsche 911.  There are back seats dedicated to two very 
small humans or one relatively normal sized human stretched 
out sideways.  You can’t say that about most other sports cars.  
You can even fit a set of golf clubs (perhaps a small set) or two 
in the trunk of an early, air-cooled 911.  That ain’t happening in 
your Dino!

Emotions
There are very few cars that people fall in love with.  I argue that 
a Porsche can garner an emotional attachment unlike no other 
sports car or even a beloved family sedan.  Very few owners 
I’ve encountered don’t have some kind of pet name for their 
Porsche.  Owners tend to hold onto their Porsches for many 
years and care for them almost like a family member.  Many cars 
are handed down from generation to generation preserving the 
history and life experiences that have been enjoyed throughout 
the years.  

All this may sound like it is coming from some sappy marketing 
intern.  I’ve been a pretty vocal critic about some of Porsches 
shortcomings I confess.  It’s easy to be a Sunday quarterback 
and we all succumb to the temptation to take our shots.  There 
are good reasons why I’ve dedicated my entire professional 
career to the maintenance, modification and optimization 
of this marque.  I truly believe that when taken in the overall 
context of the vehicle, the Porsche marque stands head and 
shoulders above the competition.  I’ve driven and worked on 
the competition and nothing else compares.

On the Grid
 By RSR President Tim Pott 
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Movie and a Pizza Night  
at Jim Dunham’s Barn 

 
 

Bring a DVD of your favorite car movie or video.  Pizza supplied, but bring your own 
beverage.  Jim’s shop and contents are truly worth seeing as well. 
 

 
 

Date/Time:  Saturday, March 4th at 6:30 PM 
 

Hosts:  Andy Sasyk and Jim Dunham 
 

Location:  6277 Mercedes Lane Plymouth, MI 48170-5089 
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RSR Calendar of Events

For more information on surround-
ing area events, see “Around the 

Zone” on page 19.

March 4 (Sat.) 6:30 PM:  Movie and Pizza Night at Jim 
Dunham’s Barn (see page 6)

March 1 (Wed.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

March 25 (Sat.) 10:00--1:00 PM:  Time With Tim, Arbor-
Motion/Rennstatt -- Host: Tim Pott. Note date change.

April 4 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

April 15 (Sat.) 10:00--1:00 PM:  Time With Tim, ArborMo-
tion/Rennstatt -- Host: Tim Pott.

April 22 (Sat.):  Gilmore Car Museum -- Host Axel 
Schmidt

April 29 (Sat.) 10:00-2:00 PM:  Multi-Region Swap Meet 
-- Porsche of Farmington Hills. (see page 12)

May 2 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

May 13 (Sat.):  Drive to the Auburn Cord Duesenberg 
Museum, Auburn, Indiana -- host Matt Huber

May 16 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education Waterford Hills

May 20 (Sat.) 10:00--1:00 PM:  Time With Tim, ArborMo-
tion/Rennstatt -- Host: Tim Pott.

June 6 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

June 15-18 (Thurs.-Sun.): RSR Drivers’ Education Grattan 
Raceway

July 11 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

July 18 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education Waterford Hills

August 1 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cab-
in, Plymouth

September 10 (Sun.) Soaring With RSR -- Hosts Dave 
Finch, Peter Grant, and John Kytasty

September 12 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

September 19 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education Waterford 
Hills

October 3 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth 

October 14 (Sat.):  Annual RSR Color Tour -- Hosts Stew-
art & Sally Free.

November 7 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth 

December 5 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth



Howard	  
Cooper	   	  
Import	  

Porsche	  of	  Ann	  Arbor

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor
Come visit our brand new Porsche building

2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street.  go North 1/2 mile...

Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Current Membership 497*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

Alan Vayda & Kim Zaugg ................29
Gary & Ruth Ann Stellmach ...........28
Sebastian & Narmeen Gaeta .........23
Jack & Penny Dunlap .....................22
Thomas & Nanette Elsner ..............22
Michael & Michele Jahs  ................19
Ernesto & Olga Roedenbeck ..........19
James Lang .................................... 18

Chuck & Jacob Price ......................18 
William & Lucy Mainwaring ...........13 
Arnie Spieker ................................. 13
Wes Krumel ....................................  9
David & Annette Kelter ...................  7
Jim Thornton ..................................  6
Bill Abbe .........................................  4
James & Janice Acker......................  4

Paul Burakoff ..................................  4
Chris & Jill Middlemass ...................  4
Harry Sukumaran ............................  4
David & Elizabeth Yu .......................  4
Andy Kochanowski .........................  3
Richard Ross .................................... 2
Shea Burns ......................................  1
James Plemmons ............................  1

Robert Brancato
Brighton, MI
2002 Guards Red Boxster

Jill & Jeff Brueckheimer
Plymouth, MI
2000 Silver 911 Carrera

John Dixon
Pleasant Ridge, MI
2011 Silver 911 Turbo S

Robert Kennedy
Ann Arbor, MI
2011 Blue 911 Carrera S

Maurizio Masullo
Ann Arbor, MI
2003 Black 911 Carrera 4S

Austen Stanley
Saline, MI
2000 Ocean Blue Metallic 
Boxster

* Includes 302 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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A few years ago, my Porsche® 996 Turbo’s hydraulic wing 
lift system failed… twice…  The first failure was before I 
bought the car.  I purchased my 2002 Turbo knowing that 
the wing did not go up and down as it should.  Being an en-
gineer, I thought it must certainly be a rather simple repair.   
Researching a few popular online 996 Turbo forums, there 
was quite a bit of advice on how to fix the problems with 
the hydraulic wing system.  
 Step 1 was removing the 3-piece hydraulic mechanism 
from my Turbo’s back lid and disassembled it on my work 

bench.
   Removal of the 3-piece 
hydraulic system and 
subsequent trouble-
shooting took quite a 
bit of effort – and was 
a very messy job with 
power steering fluid 
leaks and drips.   But I 
was driven to find the 
root cause of failure and 
finally discovered plastic 
components that had 
partially melted inside 
the 12V motor along 
with the PS fluid leaks.  
It was clear that the 

system was never intended to be refilled, much less regu-
larly maintained.  Once the motor was repaired and the 
hydraulics refilled, bled, tightened up and bench tested, 
the mechanism was installed back into my Turbo.  Problem 
solved…I was proud of my repairs.
 Just a few months after the rebuild, one of the hydraulic 
rams catastrophically failed, leaking PS fluid down the back 
bumper and into the engine bay.  The wing was stuck up on 
one side and wouldn’t move.

   Further research veri-
fied that the hydraulic 
ram cylinders cannot be 
rebuilt without cutting 
them apart to replace 
leaking internal seals 
– then resoldering the 
assembly back together.  

From stories on the forums, it became apparent that there 
are a quite a few failure modes:
• Drive motor overheating (my root cause problem)
• Leaking ram o-ring(s) (my other root cause problem)
• Leaking banjo fitting(s)
• Leaking syringe pump seal(s)
• Broken plastic plunger block
• Malfunctioning micro-switch(es)
• Broken ram spring(s)
• Deteriorated shaft wiper seal(s)
• Contaminated fluid
• etc.
 Why would such a failure prone mechanism ever be in-
stalled on the 996 Turbo?  Further research revealed that 
Porsche® designed and patented a “Motor vehicle with 
a rear end spoiler device”, or the bi-wing design, that for 
the first time provided negative lift (or downforce) on the 
Turbo.  Porsche needed a dual cylinder lifting mechanism 
for such a wing and went outside to find the mechanism.  
A hydraulic mechanism was designed, patented and sup-
plied by a German supplier to Porsche in time for the 5th 
generation water cooled turbo production start in 2000.  
This same hydraulic mechanism was used for the Carrera 
GT wing and again for the 6th generation 997 Turbo wing.  
It was clear to me that there had to be a better device for 
raising and lowering the wing.
 My engineering instincts kicked in, causing me to won-
der how to improve the overly complex, and failure prone 
hydraulic wing lift mechanism.  
 My goal was to design and build a simple all-electronic 
wing lift mechanism for my car that is robust, yet easy to 
install and work on without special tools.  I searched for a 
12 volt electric ram and found devices that are used to po-
sition photovoltaic panels in the desert.  Perfect for place-
ment under the Turbo’s lid!  I then designed CAD proto-
type parts and had them machined for trial fitting.  A local 
water-jetter and machinist were secured to produce the 
various prototype parts out of billet aluminum:

Improving the 996 / 997 Turbo Wing Lift Mechanism
By RSR Member and Social Chair Dave Cooper

Editor’s Note:  For those of you who read the Bahn Stormer 
religiously -- and I appreciate both of you -- the following 
article may seem familiar.  Dave Cooper was kind enough 
to submit an earlier version last summer.  Unfortunately, 
due to a snafu with our printer, the print version of that 
issue was never distributed.  In fairness to Dave, and in an 
effort to avoid running blank pages, here is version 2.
For more info contact Dave at djcooper@rennkit.com or 
go to:  www.RennKit.com or www.facebook.com/rennkit
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 The next challenge was figuring out the electronics, 
which was the most time consuming piece of the puzzle.  
In the stock Turbo, should the wing not move, or extend up 
all the way, or take too long to deploy, the dreaded Spoiler 
Warning is displayed on the instrument cluster.

 It was necessary to understand the switch logic and re-
verse engineer what the original programmers had coded 
into the cluster ECU in order to circumvent the warning.  
After completing the ladder logic, I made a prototype elec-
trical gizmo with relays and programmable timers mount-
ed to a plywood board for in-car testing.  It functioned per-
fectly to circumvent the warning. 

   The final challenge was fig-
uring out how to fit all of the 
electronic components into a 
small waterproof box – with 
that piece done, it was mis-
sion accomplished:  Lighter, 
More Robust, 3 Heights, Vir-
tually Plug & Play and NO      

MORE HYDRAULICS!
 After all this work, I wondered if an electric wing lift 
mechanism might be desired by other 996 Turbo own-
ers?  As it turns out, the 4th most popular post on a well-
attended 996 Turbo forum, at 55,911 views, is “996 TT rear 
spoiler problems – Help!”  The original idea was to improve 
upon the factory hydraulic system in my car, but maybe 
others would benefit from a solution to replace their dys-
functional spoiler mechanisms.  
 To find out, I created a post on the same 996 Turbo fo-

rum titled “Beta Testers Needed for Electric Spoiler Rams”.  
In short order, 24 fellow 996 turbo enthusiasts stepped up 
to test out my new wing lift kit and provide feedback.  Cur-
rently, my “Beta Testers” post is in the top 15 with 27,958 
views.  
 I had my answer.  Early in 2015, I created a company 
called Rennkit to provide a replacement electric actuation 
system for the wing hydraulics on 996 Turbos.  Any new 
company must hand out titles.  I chose President, and my 
wife was awarded the title of Chief Bubble Wrap Officer 

(CBWO).  The first 
“eRam” kit was in-
stalled on my 996 
Turbo in March, 
2015, followed close-
ly by the two dozen 

beta testers.
 The Rennkit website was launched to explain the infa-
mous factory hydraulic system and failure modes and to 
provide details about the distinctive eRam wing actua-
tion system.  The electric wing lift mechanism was unique 
enough to file for a provisional patent.  The final check was 
high speed track testing; which took place at our club’s an-
nual Grattan Raceway DE event and again at another club’s 
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course weekend DE event.  The high-
est extension version is the 4” eRam, which added more 
rear downforce to improved lap times.
 With Rennkit up and running, the next development 
was for the 997 turbo eRam kit, which was accomplished 6 
months later.  The first 997 turbo eRam beta tester claimed 
200 MPH runs with his 3” eRam kit installed.  
 At the moment, I don’t have any plans to develop a kit 
for the Carrera GT, unless that one-off request comes in.  
So, what quirky part on your Porsche® should be reimagi-
neered?  

One example of a 
complete Rennkit. 
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Ready Yet?
D.E. Prep/Tech Day
Saturday, April 15
10 am to 4 pm at Munk's Motors
Inspections in time for the first PCA DEs
and Waterford Hills OTDs of the season

We will take appointments for inspections
that day. Call 248-681-8081 for details. 

Bring your car, your questions about
High Performance Driver education, 
and an appetite. Lunch will be provided
at this family-friendly event.
RSVP encouraged to events@munks.com
Free brake flush and alignment measurement
for D.E. instructors

NO CHARGE

Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Mark your calendar for the 13th Annual...

Due to popular demand, we recommend that you RSVP to: devil@munks.com

Saturday, May 13 
10 am to 3 pm
at Munk's in Waterford
3080 W. Huron (M-59) 48328

Goodie bags  Food & drink
Raffles  Experts
Sponsored by
Munk's Motors & SEMPCA
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz.  Photos by Dave Estes

Expected Victory
When it comes to winning the Rolex 24 Hour race 
at Daytona you could forgive Porsche for feeling 
that victory is expected.  This was the 55th running 
of the Rolex 24 and Porsche came with its most po-
tent winning team ever.  Last year’s 911 RSR came 
within one hour of winning the GT LeMans class.  
Their response was to go back and design a new 
race car that was superior in every way.  
  It was a well kept secret that the new RSR de-
parted from GT3 tradition and would now be mid 
engine.  The objective was better weight distribu-
tion resulting in better tire wear but even more so 
to provide room for proper ground effect tunnels 
at the rear for increased grip with improved top 
speed.  Every part of the car was studied for the 
potential of quick servicing.  There will only be four 
RSR cars, two for the Weather Tech series here and 
two for the World Endurance Championship.  They will be 
run by the Porsche factory with world class support and 
world class drivers.  To prepare for Daytona the team spent 
over 50 hours testing at Sebring and over 20,000 test miles.  
Their opposition was four factory supported teams, a four 
car team from Ford, two Corvettes, two BMWs and a Fer-
rari GTE.
  That wasn’t the only competition for Porsche at Day-
tona.  The GT Daytona class was even deeper in factory 
participation with all new cars made to the FIA GT3 class 
specification.  There were five Porsche GT3 R cars entered 
by top class teams.  But Acura brought their latest supercar 
the NSX GT3 and Mercedes their AMG GT3.  There were 
eight Lamborghini Hurican GT3, three Audi R8 LMS GT3, 
two Ferrari 488 GT3, two Lexus RCF GT3, a BMW M6 GT3 
and one Aston Martin Vantage.  
  The racing was extremely close even though all of the 
night time hours were done in very cold and heavy rain 
conditions.  With just four hours to go Porsche had led for 
many hours in both the GTLM class and the GT Daytona 
class.   The Porsche 911 RSR had proven that it now had the 
measure of its competition.  With just minutes to go the 
RSR swept past the Ferrari and Corvette and challenged the 
Ford GT for the lead.  At the finish the top seven GTLM cars 
were only separated by 7.5 seconds.  The RSR held off the 
Ferrari for several hard fought laps and crossed the finish 
line in second place just one car length ahead of the Fer-
rari. The GT Daytona class was just as close as the Alegra 

Motorsports GT3 R held off the Audi R8 by one car length 
thus extending Porsches class wins at Daytona to an amaz-
ing 77.
  That was not the only Daytona success for Porsche.  In 
the IMSA Continental Tire Sports Car Challenge Porsche 
Cayman GT4s swept the first four spots in GS class and Cay-
man held three of the top four spots in ST class.   They 
had strong competition from Mustang, McLaren and Aston 
Martin. 
  Porsche has a potent winner in the new RSR and is sure 
to contend for many wins this season.  The next race will be 
the Sebring 12 hour in March.  With their testing and devel-
opment work at Sebring the RSR should expect victory. 

2nd Place Finisher in GTLM Class:  Porsche 911 RSR

1st Place Finisher in GTLM Class:  Ford GT
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I spent the month of January in Naples, Florida and a friend 
of mine who lives there asked if I had ever visited the REVS 
Institute. My answer was no, and as he is a car collector, 
he insisted that I make a visit to see what’s there. You have 
to buy your ticket online and its open three days a week, 
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. The Institute was found-
ed by the Collier family and incorporates the Briggs Cun-
ningham car collection, purchased after Cunningham died 
some time ago. 
 The collection has one hundred fifteen cars in absolutely 
mint condition, with the exception of one Bugatti Type 35B 
in its original and run down condition, part of the new con-
cept of leaving them in the patina they have now from over 
the years. With the exception of five cars, each car is driven 
annually for a period of about thirty minutes on a circuit 
around the Naples airport in order to fully warm it up and 
keep the seals from drying out. The collection has some 
very rare and notable cars in it. They have twenty one 
Porsches covering a wide range of models, including a 550-
02 that won its class in the Carrera Panamericana in 1953. 

They have one of three known examples of the Mercedes 
W-154, a 1962 Superamerica Coupe Aerodynamic by Pinin-
farina that was Enzo Ferrari’s personal car, one of fourteen 
of these coupes built. This car has never been restored and 
it looks “showroom” new. It has the first Ferrari brought to 
this country for the purpose of racing, a 1948 166 Spyder 
Corsa, brought to the States in 1949 by Briggs Cunningham.  
In 1950 Sam Collier raced that car at Bridgehampton, set-
ting the fastest lap record. Tragically in September, 1950, 

Sam Collier crashed and was killed in that car and it was 
retired from competition soon after. Sam was a member of 
the Collier family that owns the Institute. 
 I met a visitor from Germany at the exhibit and we got 
to talking while at the Porsche grouping. As it turns out he 
is a Porsche owner has been to the Porsche Museum and 
his comment to me was that this exhibit is the best collec-
tion of Porsches outside of the factory collection he has 
ever seen. I haven’t been to the factory but I would have to 
agree with that.  Porsches aside, there are an astounding 
number of extraordinary examples on display, and you can 
walk right up to them, nothing behind ropes.  You’ll find 
Delahaye, Rolls, Benz and Mercedes Benz, Pierce-Arrow, 
Packard, Bentley, Duesenberg, Ferrari, Abarth, Alfa-Romeo, 
Hispano-Suiza, Mercer, Cunningham, Stutz, Bugatti, MG, 
Scarab, Jaguar, McLaren, Peugeot, Maserati, B.R.M., GT 
40’s, American Eagle, Lotus and more. The collection pro-
vides very knowledgeable docents at the different exhibits 
who have extensive knowledge of the cars history that they 
represent. 
 I took one hundred seventy five photographs of the cars 
and the placards describing them and put them into a slide 
show. It can be seen on Facebook if you search for me, 
George Gilligan, on Facebook and click on the slideshow.  
You can also go to the Web and click on Revs Institute.org 
to see what they are all about. Enjoy! 

A Must See Car Collection at the REVS Institute
 Story and photos By RSR Board Member George Gilligan

1953 Porsche 550 Coupe

1966 Porsche 906 Carrera 6

Additional photos on facing page.
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1969 Porsche 908 LH

1965 Ferrari 250 LM Berlinetta

1939 Mercede Benz W154/39

Porsche Type 912/30 Engine -- a 5.4 liter turbocharged 
flat-12 that developed 1100 bhp!

Above - 1964 904 Carrera GT
Below - 1961 Porsche RS-61L
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MaryAnn Kantrow is a charter member of Rally Sport Re-
gion, a past club President and perpetual club Secretary.  
She is one of the unsung people who keeps the “train on 
the tracks” from keeping the club minutes to organizing the 
annual Elections.

When Car Folk Get Together For Fun
 Story by Mike O’Rear, photos by Axel and Tobias Schmidt

While not a Rally Sport Region event Axel Schmidt orga-
nized a group for a night of karting competition.  From the 
smiles it was obviously a fun evening and the Bahn Stormer 
just couldn’t pass up a few photos of the event.

On the podium (left to right) Christian Maloof (2nd), 
Ernesto Roedenbeck (1st) and Greg Mercier (3rd).

Host Axel Schmidt riding lucky 13.  -->

The Drivers’ Meeting
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Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
As we are all looking forward to the arrival of spring, many 
regions are offering tech sessions to get our cars prepped 
for the driving season.  In addition, regions have found 
ways to encourage PCA camaraderie during these winter 
months.  There have been a number of Holiday Parties, 
membership dinners, new member events and Saturday 
Breakfasts.  I recently had the opportunity to travel to 
South Bend to attend Michiana Region’s Meet the Member 
Winter Party.  The very well attended event was held at an 
Austrian restaurant was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone 
and included a car themed gift exchange.  I also attended 
Eastern Buckeye Region’s Winter Party held at the beautiful 
home of Ron and Sharon Robinson.  The evening was filled 
with wonderful food and beverages, lively conversation, an 
“Ugly Christmas Sweater” contest, and the presentation of 
the region’s Enthusiast of the Year award.
 As I have previously stated, one of my goals has been for 
the regions to join together and work as one cohesive zone 
in order to provide our members with even more opportu-
nities to enjoy our cars.  I am very pleased to see that each 
of the past 3 years, more and more regions are working 
together to help accomplish this important goal.  Exciting 
events are being planned in your region and throughout 
the zone, and even if your car is currently in storage, PCA 
has a wide variety of activities for you.
 As the weather continues to improve, and events are 
added to the region calendars, please remember to fre-
quently check your inboxes, region’s newsletter and web-
site. Many regions’ events calendars are posted on the 
Events page of the Zone 4 website http://zone4.pca.org 
.  Visit the website for the latest details on many of the 
events that are being planned.  Here are just some of the 
events taking place this month: 
•  Allegheny Region’s All Member Dinner is March 5 at 

Blue North Restaurant in Allison Park
• March 7 is Rally Sport Region’s Club Meeting at Karl’s 

Cabin in Plymouth
• Michiana Region’s Business Meeting at Dandino’s Sup-

per Club in Goshen is March 8
• March 11 is Central Indiana Region’s Second Saturday 

Breakfast at SweetCars in Ft. Wayne.

• Western Michigan Region’s Bruch at Cygnus 27 in Grand 
Rapids is March 12

• March 13 is Mid-Ohio Region’s Board Meeting at the 
Rusty Bucket in Columbus

• Motor-Stadt Region’s Board Meeting at Spagnoulos’s in 
Okemos is March 14

• Ohio Valley Region’s Monthly Board Meeting and Mem-
ber Social is March 14 at Firehouse Grill in Cincinnati.

• Join Maumee Valley Region members for Laser Tag and 
Dinner on March 18

• March 25 is Northern Ohio Region’s New Member Party 
at Porsche of Beachwood

• Southeast Michigan Region’s Autocore Performance 
Group Tech Session is March 25

If you have any questions or comments please feel free to 
contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Thanks, 
Michael

Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano

Zone 4 Representative
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Go to any internet forum about cars and you will see the 
discussions: STI vs. Evo / 911 vs. Corvette / Mustang vs. Ca-
maro / Turbocharged 4-cyl vs. big V8 / Import vs. domestic 
/ Fast and Furious vs. Laws of Physics. Most of the discus-
sions involved poring over every spec and using it to gloat 
superiority over the other. None of this is new. Why do we 
do this? Because we are all idiots.
 Does any of this really matter, in the big scheme of 
things? Of course not. Are our lives more fulfilling if the 
Ferrari 458 out accelerates the Lamborghini Huracán by 0.1 
seconds to 60 mph? No. Will we become better looking or 
richer if the VW Golf GTI Clubsport S laps the Nürburgring 
faster than the Honda Civic Type R? Because if that were 
true, I would be cheering for whichever car that is. And it 
better make me thinner, too. Sure, one car may have an 
advantage over another that you really care about. Then 
you know what? Pick that car for yourself. Someone else 
may not care as much, and so what?
 I’m not saying we shouldn’t be having these discussions, 
or that competition is bad. Competition is great for enthu-
siasts. That’s what keeps the manufacturers building better 
cars for us. “The Mustang has 650 hp? Let’s see what en-
gine we can fit under the hood of a Camaro.” This is good 
stuff.
 I’m saying we need to put it into perspective. Arguing 
about transmission gears, cubic inches, or display control 
panel size has its merits. But this is obviously not in the 
same level as someone standing for peace, equality, and 
the American way vs. another arguing for the oppression 
of various groups of people. History has given us important 
issues to debate. How about free speech vs. suppression 
of the press? Human equality vs. apartheid? Democracy 
vs. reality show? These are ideals worth fighting about. 
Let’s re-read Thomas Jefferson, Henry David Thoreau, or 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and then come to the grown-
up table with reason and an open mind to discuss these 
issues. These issues are as important today as they ever 
were.
 But arguing about the real world gas mileage between 
the Toyota Prius and the Chevrolet Volt? Sure it can be im-
portant in some context. Worth spilling oil over? I’m go-
ing to say, nah. These types of arguments are so pervasive 
in our society, and not just over cars. We all have our fa-
vorites which we associate ourselves to, and to hell with 
those who don’t agree. Coke vs. Pepsi / cats vs. dogs / Xbox 
vs. Playstation / Android vs. iOS / Mac vs PC / Apples vs. 

Oranges / Plants vs. Zombies / Colgate vs. Crest / XTC vs. 
Adam Ant / Canon vs. Nikon / Nokia vs. Motorola / Little 
Caesars vs. Dominos.
 If your eye started twitching as you read that list, then 
you know what I’m talking about. And this list goes on and 
on. I mean, really? Pick what works for you and go on with 
your life. Half the time, the people arguing about these 
things don’t even have any experience or own the things 
they are arguing about. Koenigsegg vs. Bugatti? Sit down, 
John.
 I understand we become emotionally invested into 
things. When our favorite sports team wins, “we” win, too. 
But when that happens, I don’t get a Super Bowl trophy for 
my mantel. I don’t even get a gaudy ring—just a good feel-
ing that lasts until their next horrible season and I’m calling 
for the head of the coach on a platter.
 Families have split over college rivalries like University of 
Michigan vs. Michigan State / Tennessee vs. Georgia / USC 
vs. UCLA / Alabama vs. Auburn / Michigan vs. Ohio State.
Even the actual states themselves, such as Michigan and 
Ohio have fought in the past. The history books say Ohio 
won, but somehow they got stuck with Toledo anyways.
 I know some people have their favorites and they are 
going to stick with them. A Ford truck person will never 
buy a Chevy truck, and vice versa. These people have made 
up their minds since before the dawn of time and they’re 
not going to change it, come hell or high water, or a factory 
recall. Or reason. Whatever. If you’re happy, fine. Like what 
you like. Let the other people like what they like.
 Today is as good as any day to start being more inclusive 
in the automotive world. Buy a BMW to go with your Audi. 
Park your Aston Martin next to that Jaguar at your local 
Cars and Coffee. Alternate between buying a Hellcat and a 
Z06 (or for some of us, a Honda Civic and an Opel Astra). 
There are many good cars out there, and we should em-
brace them all.
 It’s important to remember that the correct answer to 
the question, “blond or brunette?” should always be red-
head “yes.”
 Car guys shouldn’t be fighting over these things. Let’s 
pick our battles and focus our vitriol on the clueless, gold-
wearing bad driver ahead of us ruining our great Sunday 
drive -- and Ohio, of course.

Versus vs.
By RSR’s Cranky Webveister and regular contributor Emmanual Garcia, (see his blog at Crankydriver.com)
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Time With Tim Returns!!!
Story by Mike O’Rear with photos by Glenn Trapp

February’s Time With Tim was a best ever event.  Tim titled 
the session Cylinder Sealing.  I would have called it “Ev-
erything You Wanted to Know About Piston Rings, Valve 
Guides and Valve Seats and Their Repair.”  By using a GoPro 
camera Tim was able to show all the group close-ups of 
what he was doing.
 If you’ve ever wondered why our Porsches are so expen-
sive to repair this event gave you a big clue.  As part of his 
presentation Tim used an air-cooled 911 cylinder head, and 
his tools to take the group through exactly what it takes to 
install new valve guides and valve seats.  It was apparent 
to all that this process requires exacting attention to detail 
and real experience and expertise.

 As always, RSR member and ArborMotion owner Se-
bastian Gaeta generously provided a wonderful breakfast 
spread. Thanks again to both Tim and Sebastian.

Tim effectively used video technology and camera opera-
tor Rick Mammel to help the group get in and up close.

What a great way to start -- great cars and great food.

A great turnout for the return of Time With Tim.

Thanks to member David Yu who 
brought to our attention an op-
portunity if you are a member of 
Amazon Prime.  Prime offers a two-
part series titled “The Porsche 911 
Story” which details the history of 
this long lasting Porsche model.
 
Check it out.
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CARS FOR SALE  

2002 Porsche Boxster:  Mileage: 125,000 (avg 8K/year) NO 
Winters! Transmission: 
5-speed manual. Exte-
rior: Lapis Blue Metallic.
Interior: Graphite Gray 
Leather. Condition: 
Clean, meticulously 
maintained with com-
plete documentation, 

no accidents, Very minor exterior scratches and minimal 
interior wear. Aftermarket options: 18” Porsche turbo twist 
wheels (have original wheels), new Michelin PSS. Recently 
replaced parts: Back window, water pump, brakes, fluids, 
filters, HVAC screen. Asking price: $12,900 OBO. Email: 
phil@philmatherracing.com Phone: 734-476-0617 (12/16)

2008 911 Turbo Cabriolet:  One owner, garage kept ve-
hicle that has never 
seen rain or snow, and 
has been 100% dealer 
maintained. All wheel 
drive, Tiptronic S, full 
leather interior, Bose 

Sound System and Navigation.  Perfect condition with 
11,095 miles.  Asking $79,500. Call or text Bob Hlavaty at 
313-805-7208. (08/16)

2008 Cayman S:  70K Miles. Enthusiast owned, always ga-
raged, and never driven in 
winter.   Meteor grey metal-
lic exterior with stone grey 
interior.  6 spd manual (new 
clutch).  Options include 
“Preferred Package” (match-
ing floor mats, colored 

Porsche crest wheel caps, Bose high end sound, rain sens-
ing wipers, automatic day/night mirrors),  heated/power 
seats with memory, Bi-Xenon Headlamps Package (auto 
leveling), auto climate control and 19 inch Carrera Classic 
wheels.  Full service records since purchased Certified Pre-
owned at 18K.  Moving to a right hand drive country and I 
am unable to take it with me sadly.   Asking $29K.  Email me 
at benedictwd@gmail.com. (08/16)

OTHER ITEMS

Wheels: 4-Zinik Rims & Fierce Tires: 18” Chrome Wheels, 
10-Spoke, Two 5-Lug Mounting Patterns; mounted on 
HP 225/40R18 88H Tires, Basically Brand New. Price: 
$1200.00.  4-Porsche Turbo Twist Polished Aluminum 18” 
Rims & Tires: Front: 8x18-Rims with Sumitomo HTRZII 
235/40ZR/18 91Y Tires. Rear: 11x18-Rims with Sumitomo 
HTRZII 275/35ZR/18 95W Tires. Less than 2000-miles on 
tires which have a very wide thread-width and a great 
thread pattern. Includes 4-antique solid polished alumi-
num stamped center caps with the Porsche Crest. Price: 
$2800.00.  Pirelli PZero Asimmetrico Tires only: 2-Front: 
225/40ZR/18, 2-Rear: 295/30ZR/18. Tires only; maybe 
8-yrs old a little hard plenty of thread left for abuse, best 
offer.  Call or Text: Wes @ 248-425-1112 in South, Lyon, MI 
for pictures, pick-up only. (08/16)

Chatterbox Tandem Communicator Kit for DE: Recharge-
able battery. Includes AC adapter, student headset and 
microphones. Excellent condition. New price: $120. Asking 
$60. Andy 734-718-6432. (07/16)

Cobra Sebring Pro Race Seat for sale: 2009 model. Excel-
lent condition. $1k new. $450 OBO. Andy 734-718-6432. 
(07/16)
 
Engine lift table: Harbor Freight 1000 lb. capacity hydraulic 
table cart. Used condition. New price $260. Asking $120. 
Andy 734-718-6432. (07/16)

997 GT3 Parts: I am parting out a 2007 997 GT3 with 7,506 
miles. I had an accident at a Drivers’ Education event in 
September that resulted in a slow roll. The car was totaled, 
but many parts are being parted/sold from this great car. 
Outer two front radiator assemblies. $1,750. Rear motor 
mounts. $600 pair. Four piece Rennsport aluminum pedal 
set. Adjustable throttle piece. $300 set. Shifter assembly 
with e-brake assembly. Alcantara. $1,950. Windshield wip-
er assembly with wipers. $250. Navigation GPS box. $350. 
Hood. Lightweight. $1,200.  Hood opener assembly. $250. 
Front suspension assembly including OEM coil over shocks 
& steering rack. $3,500. Right rear suspension including 
coil over shock and half shaft. $1,200. Left rear suspension 
including coil over shock and half shaft. Broken lower arms. 
$500. 3 sets new Pirelli race slicks. 6 rear 295/680/19 and 6 

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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front 235/645/19. $3,000 firm for all or $1,250 per set of 4. 
Total available: 8 rears and 6 fronts. Four Victor Racing 19” 
wheels with used slicks. Silver. $1,200. 7” front with a  total 
offset from the inner lip of 6 7/16”. 11” rear with a total 
offset from the inner lip of 7 ½”. All items must be prepaid. 
Shipping is extra. I have photos of most items and a video 
of the engine running. Reasonable offers will be accepted, 
especially if bundling parts. Contact Tom Green at 734-417-
0030 or paragonsvc@aol.com. (12/15)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/16) 

WANTED ITEMS

911 Seats:  Looking for a set of seats for my ‘86 911.  Can be 
in need of restoration as long as the foam is in good shape.  
Interested in something with good thigh/kidney bolster 
support for track days but no fixed backs to keep my wife 
happy on tour days. 80’s Recaro’s (doesn’t have to be from 
Porsche) or “sport” seats would be preferred.  Would like 
to keep cost low.  Contact g.roberson567@yahoo.com with 
offers. (3/16)

R

TEAM ILLUMINATA MOTORSPORT

teamilluminata.com

http://www.motorsportreg.com-
/events/2017-rrr-pca-fiesta-new--
mexico-hilton-santa-fe-historic--
plaza-roadrunner-027901
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43706 Utica Rd / Sterling Heights / 48314 / 586.991.2455 

 Compromise is for politicians 
When you’re ready to take your sports car to 
the next level, we’re ready to help. Tailored 
vehicle development for the enthusiast    
unwilling to compromise.  Contact us today.  
contactvrp@vrperformance.com 
www.vrperformance.com 
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Members & Visitor Present: David Cooper – Event Chair, 
Christian Maloof – Track, Matt Huber, David Finch, Greg 
Mercier, George Gilligan, Mike McKelvey, Rich Chang, Phil 
Mather, Jon Heidorn, Charlie Brown III, Frank Kunick, Greg 
Penney, Arnie Spieker and Sue Sarin.

Call to Order:  Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 7:10PM 
at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

President’s Report: Tom will reach out to SEM new president 
about the swap meet (April 29) to make it a true joint event.  
Peter and Tim will be going to the president’s meeting in 
March.  Christian will also attend for the DE portion on Sun-
day.  Tim also reported that he had some email from a par-
ticipant of the color tour and that they were uncomfortable 
with the speed.  The suggestion from National is to break up 
into groups (about 10 drivers).  The idea is to organize the 
driving event so that all are comfortable and enjoy the event.

Meeting Minutes:  December minutes were reviewed.  Mo-
tion: To approve meeting minutes passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  No report.  REMINDER: The Treasurer’s 
Report is available to any RSR Club member. E-Mail your re-
quest to Burghard Linn (burghard.linn@gmail.com). 

Insurance Report:  No events planned that require insurance 
at this time.

Advertising Report:  No report

Membership:  The club stands at 300 members.

Track Report:  The weekend DE at Waterford is cancelled be-
cause Waterford cancelled our dates (Aug. 11-12).  The hel-
mets that we ordered as loa
ners will not be delivered until the 2nd quarter.  We do not 
have enough confidence that Bell will deliver the helmets so 
the club will cancel the order.  The club has now a total of 
11 helmets.  We will discuss ordering new helmets at a later 
date.

 
Newsletter:  No report

Events Committee:  Dave Cooper reported the following 
event planned for this year so far:
• Mar 4:  Pizza and a Movie Night, Jim Dunham’s Barn, 

Hosts:  Jim Dunham and Andy Sasyk
• Apr 22: Gilmore Car Museum, Host: Axel Schmidt
• May 20:  Auburn & Cord Museum, Host: Matt Huber
• Sept 10: Soaring with RSR, Tri-Hosts:  Dave Finch, Peter 

Grant and John Kytasty
• Oct 14: Annual RSR Color Tour  Hosts:  Stewart and Sally 

Free
• Nov ??: Polar Bear Run, Host: Sebastian Gaeta
• Dec??: Holiday Party, 

New Business:  None

Old Business: None

Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
7:45PM.
Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, February 7, 2017
Tim Pott:  President........................................................... Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President ............................................... Absent  
Burghard Linn: Treasurer ................................................... Absent  
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ........................................... Present
Rick Mammel: Past President & Advertising ...................... Absent
Kevin Kral ........................................................................... Absent

Jim Dowty:  Insurance Chair .............................................. Present 
Axel Schmidt ...................................................................... Absent
Dan Kantrow ..................................................................... Present
Jeremy Goddard ................................................................. Absent
John Kytasty ...................................................................... Present
 

https://www.pca.org/porsche-panorama-mobile-apps
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Tim Pott’s article from last month’s Bahn Stormer started 
me thinking about my “roots” in things automotive. 
Several RSR members, including our past president, have 
storied pasts that include working with some of the 
industries best known practitioners of current or lost-art 
trades (i.e. - how many panel beaters do you know?). 
Many others work in the industry itself, either for one of 
the major manufacturers, or the plethora of industries 
that supply them.
 Thing is, none of that applies to me. By education, I’m 
a scientist. A molecular biologist specializing in genomics 
to be exact. By job history, I’ve sold product and now soft-
ware to the scientific research community…the academic, 
pharmaceutical, and biotech industries for over 40 years. 
So where/how/why did my manic obsession for automo-
biles come from? Good question, and when it popped 
into my head after reading Tim’s article, I did not have 
an immediate answer. But upon reflection, I think I can 
thank/blame the automotive industry as it was back in the 
1950s. 
 For those of us old enough to remember, back then the 
“Big Three” had a new model introduction every year…
and it was a big deal (and they did it all without comput-
ers and CadCam!). This was the era of the land yachts, 
bristling with chrome and, in the later fifties, fins…big fins 
and dual headlamps. What a crazy, wonderful time to be a 
budding teenager! My buddies and I were hooked on sort-
ing out all the details of each new model, and got brag-
ging rights for actually seeing the first one on the road. 
One year our choirmaster came to practice in a brand new 
’57 Chevy coupe. WOW! We didn’t get a lot of practicing 
done that evening, but we sure had a lot of fun accepting 
his challenge to find the gas filler tube. We were unsuc-
cessful, and he finally relented and showed us the chrome 
door on the back of the vertical tail fin that housed the 
gas cap. How cool was that?
 Somehow this early teen infatuation with the auto 
industry morphed into an interest in having my own 
car…once I had that magic passport to freedom called a 
driver’s license! Maybe there an AI (auto interest) gene as 
yet undiscovered. I’ll have to work on that. Once I had my 
license, my first driving experience was with my mom’s 
Renault Dauphine (remember city/country horn?)…3-
speed manual. One of my buddies had a VW bug 4-speed 
manual. It’s not clear to me how we wound up driving our 
cars at the same time as much as we did, but it seemed 

like we were drag racing (what an image) constantly. Of 
course, his VW was much faster than my poor little French 
car, but I never stopped trying.
 The first car I owned outright was a 1954 Ford 4-door 
“Customliner”. Bought it for $95 dollars…my entire sum-
mer’s earnings. I drove it for a couple of years until the 
engine just kind of quit. I remember leaving it in the park-
ing lot of Oakland Hills Country Club (my summer job…
caddying) down by the “caddy shack”. Just left it there 
all winter and nobody bothered it. In the spring, one of 
my friends totaled his ’55 Ford. His insurance company 
did not “collect” the car, so I bought it as a junker for 
$25. Towed it to another friends garage and retrieved/
towed my ‘54 to the same garage…and my first significant 
“wrenching” job began…we swapped engines and the ’54 
was reborn! Even better, the ’55 was a stick, so I saved the 
clutch components, went out and bought a floor shifter, 
and took it to a shop that converted it from an automatic 
to a floor mounted 3-speed for $50. Man, I was living 
the dream, and constantly racing with another buddy 
and his ’53 flathead Ford. I was on the better end of that 
matchup!
 Rust, however, was taking its toll. I survived winters in 
spite of the floors being ventilated with rust by sticking 
rags in the holes to block the water/ice from coming in. 
Helped a bit with keeping the cold out and the heat in 
too! But I could only hold the headlights on for so long 
with duct tape before I finally had to admit defeat and 
give it up. RIP…my great first car.
 It’s been a long, fun-filled, greasy, and twisty road from 
that first car to my current passion for German automo-
biles. Like many testosterone pumped young men, I lusted 
after the 911 from the moment I owned my first “sports” 
car…an MGB, and I feel incredibly fortunate that I’ve 
been able to reach and live that dream. Along the way, 
I’ve found that oil and grease and a pile of engine parts 
can be the basis for a lot of great friendships. There just 
is nothing like the camaraderie to be found in a group of 
like-minded gear heads…and we have plenty of those in 
the club. 
 Welcome to the RSR!

From the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.
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275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI  48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 63

SOUTHFIELD MI

©Porsche Cars North America, INC. Porsche Recommends seat belt usage and observation of all traffic laws at all times 

The$heirs$to$over$60$years$of$racing$legacy.$$Divided$equally.$

Porsche(of(Farmington(Hills(


