
The Bahn Stormer

The Official Publication of the Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America

 Volume XXI, Issue  X -- November 2016

Photo by  Stewart Free

Photo by Al Utter

Fall Is Here!!!



2

The Bahn Stormer
For Information or submissions

Contact Mike O’Rear
morear734@gmail.com

(Please put Bahn Stormer in the subject line) 
Deadline:  Normally by the end of the third 

week-end of the month.

Material for the The Bahn Stormer may be reprinted 
(except for ads) provided proper credit is given to the 
author and the source.  

Advertising Rates  (Per Year)

Copy is the responsibility of the advertiser.

Full Page:  $650
Half Page:  $375

Quarter Page:  $225
Business Card:  $100

PORSCHE®, The Porsche Crest®, CARRERA®, and 
TARGA® are trademarks of Porsche AG

The Official Page ......................................................3
On the Grid.......................................... ....................5
Calendar of Events........................................... ........7
Membership Page ....................................................9
RSR Election ...........................................................10
Just Fix the Car .......................................................13
Ramblings From a Life With Cars ...........................15
Fall Color Tour ........................................................18
My Extreme Experience .........................................21
Around the Zone ....................................................23
Getting High in Colorado ........................................24
Club Meeting Minutes ...........................................27 
Classifieds ..............................................................28 
From the Back Seat ................................................30

 Contents

ARESCO, Inc ........................................................................ 20
AutoMark Collision Center ................................................. 22
Clear Auto Bra .................................................................... 26
Copyrite Printing .................................................................. 2
Edward Jones -- David Yu ................................................... 29
Fred Lavery Porsche ........................................................... 16
Gilson Motor Sports ........................................................... 17
Munk’s Motors ................................................................... 14
Porsche of Ann Arbor ........................................................... 8
Porsche of Farmington Hills ............................................... 32
Porsche of the Motor City .................................................. 12
Rennstatt Racing (of ArborMotion) ...................................... 4
Team Illuminata Motorsport .............................................. 26
VR Performance ................................................................. 20
Westgate Insurance ........................................................... 20
www.sellyoursportscar.net ................................................ 27

Check out the latest news on our website  
rsp.pca.org  

Check out other PCA events at the Zone 4 
website -- zone4.pca.org   

 Advertisers

Editor’s Note: These are the folks who print our newsletter.

For Commercial Ads Contact Rick Mammel 
metalworks@ameritech.net



3

 President
Tim Pott*
734-548-5378
Ann Arbor 48104
tcpott@gmail.com

 Immediate Past President
Rick Mammel *
248-442-9008
Novi 48375
metalworks@ameritech.net
 
 Vice President
Peter Grant*
734-604-1622
Ann Arbor 48104
pgrant@speakeasy.net

 Goody Store Chairperson
Rick Mammel *
248-442-9008
metalworks@ameritech.net

 Advertising Co-Chairpersons
Rick Mammel *
248-442-9008
metalworks@ameritech.net

Burghard Linn* 
810-227-1223
burghard.linn@gmail.com

 Membership Chairperson
Glenn Trapp 
810-227-7854
Brighton  48114 
gtrapper@gmail.com 

 Treasurer
Burghard Linn* 
810-227-1223
Brighton 48116
burghard.linn@gmail.com

 

 Secretary
Mary Ann Kantrow*
734-347-8544
Ann Arbor  48105
secretary@rsrpca.org
 
 Tech Chairperson 
Tim Pott*
734-548-5378
Ann Arbor 48104
tcpott@gmail.com

 Track Registrar
Tom Krueger*
313-570-2223
Sterling Heights 48313
thomasjkrueger@gmail.com

 Track Chairperson
Christian Maloof 
734 646-2746
Ann Arbor 48104
christianmaloof@hotmail.com

 Insurance Chairperson
Jim Dowty* 
734-717-1060
Ann Arbor 48108
jdowty3@gmail.com

 Archivist / Historian
Glenn Trapp 
810-227-7854
Brighton  48114 
gtrapper@gmail.com 

 Bahn Stormer Editor
Mike O’Rear 
734-214-9993
Ann Arbor 48103
morear734@gmail.com

 Events Chairpersons
Norah & David Cooper
734-207-1599
Canton 48187
 DaveCarrera4@gmail.com

 Der Cranky Webmeister
Emmanuel Garcia
Available by email only as he is located in 
Germany
rsppca@crankydriver.com 

 Other Board Members
David Cooper*
734-207-1599
Canton 48187
 DaveCarrera4@gmail.com 

Axel Schmidt*
517-918-2235
Ann Arbor 48108
axel.schmidt@wacker.com

Dan Kantrow*
734-395-6603
Ann Arbor 48105
spoiledpointers@gmail.com

John Kytasty *
248-709-1587
Livonia 48152
jpk@altair.com

 Zone 4 Rep
Michael Soriano
(419) 843-2070
Maumee Valley Region
msoriano.zonerep@gmail.com

* Denotes Board Member

2016 Rally Sport Region Officers

The Official Page



4

contact us today for clean, dry, 
climate controlled storage

734-761-1088

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088  
www.arbormotion.com/rennstatt

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.

winter 
storage
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Winter is Coming!

Arrrrgh!  Big confession here, I’m not a 
big fan of winter.  I love the fall, same 
for the spring.  So I necessarily grasp 
the need for winter but still I hate it.  If 
I could will each one of those beautiful 
fall leaves to float back up to their 

respective branches, reattach themselves and turn green 
again, I’d do it in a heartbeat.  I have to admit that the 
first snowfall is pretty, but after that it is just a white pain 
in my back.  I’ll shovel it, blow it, salt it and curse it until 
spring finally comes again.  What am I doing in Michigan?  
Sometimes I’m actually not quite sure.  I know I started 
out here because my parents were here, then the whole 
inertia “body at rest tends to stay at rest” thing took over.  
Now I tell myself that I stay here because my grandchildren 
are here.  But in the spirit of staying positive, at least for 
now, I’ve resolved to try and find all the good things about 
winter...here goes.
 I learned how to drive sideways in an air-cooled, rear 
engine car because of winter.  My older brother had a VW 
Beetle that I took over when Uncle Sam tapped him on the 
shoulder to train him in the art of building and blowing up 
bridges; a skill he was sure to find useful in Viet Nam.
 I had at least three other friends with access to Beetles 
during that time as well.  The four of us would drive out to 
the snow covered, remote roads on the outskirts of town 
where we would stage ad-hoc “road rallies”.  Slippery roads 
taught us the art of going through a corner flat on the gas, 
tail hanging out while applying just the right amount of 
opposite steering input to keep the car from spinning off 
into some farmer’s cornfield.  Luckily we never seemed to 
hurt ourselves or the cars severely enough that we were 
forced to stop.  One of our group found a newly paved, 
unplowed residential development with twisting roads and 
cul de sacs, just perfect for our rallies.  Alas, too close to 
town, the cops got wind and put an end to that venue.  
 Back in those days we actually had enough cold weather 
that they could freeze outdoor ice rinks.  Skating took over 
our lives when the rinks became accessible.  We skated at 
Burns Park during recess, lunch and after dinner every day.  
No, we didn’t wear any stinkin’ helmets either; some of us 
just died.  Ice skating was the big social scene where you met 
your friends and raced in endless circles (counterclockwise, 
NASCAR style), talking, teasing and holding hands with your 
current girlfriend if you had one.  A great courting ritual was 

to either steal the hat or scarf, or just shove snow down 
the neck of a girl you thought you might like to be your 
girlfriend.  We did all this until we couldn’t feel our fingers 
or toes; only then would we take a break and head for the 
warming shelter.  
 Embarking on automotive projects and actually having 
a chance of completing them is yet another thing we have 
winter to thank for.  Some projects can be measured by 
the number of winters it takes until completion, as in “that 
race car build took three winters!”.  Pity the warm winter 
weather states where they don’t have time to work on their 
projects.  We have at least three full months to work on hot 
rods, rat rods, race cars or whatever automobile passion 
we need to fulfill.  My challenge is not to start a project 
that I might not complete in a single winter.  This is not as 
easy as it might seem.  My last endeavor, that started as a 
reasonably simple one, tied up the car for two full winters 
and one and a half summers, leaving me without a P-car to 
drive during those summer months.  
 Finally, let us not forget the fact that we get to meet all 
our Porsche Club friends at the annual Holiday Party during 
the winter.  This is an opportunity to reminisce about all 
the past great social events and lie about how fast we were 
at the track events, not to mention being able to see each 
other in more refined holiday garb.  Many members don’t 
even recognize me without a rag hanging out of my pocket.  
So let’s all put a big note on our calendars for December 
10th to attend the big gala in the beautiful showroom at 
Germain Porsche of Ann Arbor!

On the Grid
 By RSR President Tim Pott 

Time With Tim resumed with a session on storing your  
Porsche for winter.
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Annual Rally Sport Region's 
Holiday Party -- 2016

Please join us for a casual evening with fellow members and friends. The 
evening is brought to you by Porsche of Ann Arbor and the Rally Sport 
Region. There will be dining stations, an open bar and entertainment. 

Again this year there is no charge for the party, but you are asked to bring 
unwrapped toys for donation to the C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital. With a 
free event, please consider converting those savings into the equivalent 
value of toys and games, or a cash donation for the young patients at Mott.

Remember Mott Hospital treats children 
from infants to age 18. Their suggestions 
for new toy donations include:
New and Used Xbox 360 Games. Each    
 room has an Xbox 360
Infant and Toddler Toys 
Play-Doh and accessories 
Legos 
Coloring Books 
Craft kits (more complex projects) 
Character toys (super heroes, Dora, etc) 
Crayola art supplies 
Hot Wheels Cars

Please note that these are only 
suggestions. Should you see a toy that 
you feel would create the ultimate gift 
for a sick child, feel free to “ramp it up.” 

No time to shop for gifts? No problem!
Bring a check made out to UMHS Child 
& Family Life.

For more information C.S. Mott 
Children's Hospital's UMHS Child & 
Family Life fund go to:  
http://givetomott.org/ways-to-give/mot-
t-wish-list/

Date: Saturday, December 10th
Time: 6:30-9:30

Where: Porsche of Ann Arbor,  
2575 S. State Street, Ann Arbor

Dress: Business Casual
RSVP by November 23rd to mor734@gmail.com
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RSR Calendar of Events

For more information on surrounding area events, see “Around the Zone” on page 23.

November 1 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

November 6 (Sun.) 10:30: AM Annual RSR Polar Bear 
Run -- Host: Sebastian Gaeta (see below)

December 6 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

December 10 (Sat.):  6:30 PM RSR Holiday Party -- Host: 
Tim Pott (see page 6)

January 3 (Tues.): Official Non-Meeting gathering at Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

January 21 (Sat.) 10:00 AM:  Time With Tim, ArborMo-
tion/Renstatt -- Host: Tim Pott.

March 18 (Sat.) 10:00 AM:  Time With Tim, ArborMotion/
Renstatt -- Host: Tim Pott.

April 15 (Sat.) 10:00 AM:  Time With Tim, ArborMotion/
Renstatt -- Host: Tim Pott.

May 16 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education Waterford Hills

May 20 (Sat.) 10:00 AM:  Time With Tim, ArborMotion/
Renstatt -- Host: Tim Pott.

June 15-18 (Thurs.-Sun.): RSR Drivers’ Education Grattan 
Raceway

July 18 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education Waterford Hills

August 11-12 (Fri.-Sat.): RSR Drivers’ Education Water-
ford Hills

September 19 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education Waterford 
Hills

Next month’s calendar will include 2017 meeting dates.

2016 Rally Sport Region Polar Bear Run
Sunday November 6th, 2016

Rally Sport members are invited to take that one last drive before putting your babies 
away for the winter. The beautiful driving route takes about one hour and we stop at the 
Common Grill in Chelsea for lunch afterwords. TO BE GUARANTEED A MAP AND RES-
ERVATIONS AT THE COMMON GRILL, PLEASE RSVP BY NOVEMBER 3RD.

The Polar Bear Run meeting time is 10:30am at the McDonald’s parking lot on Zeeb Rd 
and I-94. We push off at 11:00am with an expected drive time of one hour.

Hosted by Sebastian Gaeta

Please RSVP to sebastian@arbormotion.com
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Howard	  
Cooper	   	  
Import	  

Porsche	  of	  Ann	  Arbor

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor
Come visit our brand new Porsche building

2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street.  go North 1/2 mile...

Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Current Membership 497*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

John & Dawn Horner .................................43
Dave Winston ............................................35
Stephen & Carol Park ................................33
Carl & William Morganti ............................22
John & Lindsay Regan           .......................21
Mark Schettenhelm & Joan Walton ...........19
Timothy Shinn & Elizabeth Pielsticker .......19
Greg Steen & Susan Parent........................18
Chuck & Mary Jo Freitas ............................16
Pat Jeski .....................................................15 
Bill & Linda Damon ....................................14
Daniel Wallace & Sharon Dusterhoft .........14

Matt & Michelle Malec ..............................11
Tim Norman ..............................................11
Pat & Amy Paul ............................................9
George & Mary Gilligan ...............................4
Chuck Palfi & Jane Clawson-Palfi .................4
John Thomson & Pat Humphrey ..................4
Yue Fan ........................................................3
Stephen Ascherl ..........................................1
Don Louwsma ..............................................1
John McIver .................................................1
Wes Rozan ...................................................1

Manuel & Ruth Tenorio-Rios
Belleville, MI
2003 Black 911 C4S

* Includes 301 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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The Candidates are:

Jeremy Goddard
In my formative years, I was a fan of Italian makes and was 
lucky enough to have had a great experience running Alfas 
and a couple of very fine older Ferraris.  Living in Stuttgart 
for three years and I drank the -German-engineering Kool-
Aid, and have been espoused to German brands ever since:  
Mercedes-Benz, BMW and Porsche.  I enjoyed Porsche 
company cars while working for Porsche Engineering from 
2004-06 and joined the PCA in 2004; note that I transferred 
from the SEM (I live in Rochester) to the RSR almost im-
mediately.
Karen and I took a 2006 Boxster S for a 5,000 mile camp-
ing trip through the American West which we wrote about 
excitedly in an article published in the February 2012 Pan-
orama.  I have contributed frequently to the BahnStormer 
since that time, and try faithfully to attend the monthly 
club meetings and other RSR events.
Since 2008, I have enjoyed using and caring for the black 
964 which belongs to Dr. Chew, a friend and Porsche col-
league now working at Weissach.  Three years ago, I 
bought a (non-IMS) Guards Red 2010 Boxster S.  It was Al 
Wright’s car, and I have enjoyed it very much ...especially 
on the roads in southern Ohio.  And I have recently taken 
on an Aventurine Green 1996 Carrera 4S which I am look-
ing forward to exercising.

Peter Grant
I’ve been a member of the PCA for over 20 years, and as 
our illustrious President Tim Pott can tell you (because he’s 
worked on them all), I’ve been the proud owner of a num-
ber of Porsches and other fine European cars in that time, 
including two BMW race cars. I’ve become more and more 
active with the RSR group over the last four years, becom-
ing a board member and now serving as your Vice-Pres-
ident and can honestly say that I’ve never come across a 

more fun loving, car-crazy bunch of guys and gals. I started 
out as a member of the PCA with the SEM (pre-RSR days, I 
think), and was unimpressed to the point that I went over 
to the BMW group. Better, but still nothing like what I’ve 
found with the RSR. I’m just sorry it took me so long to find 
you! I’m proud to be a part of this great group and would 
love to continue to serve as a Board Member. I would ap-
preciate your vote. Thank you.

Kevin Kral
Cars and racing have always been one of the key aspects 
of my life. One of my first memories is going for rides with 
my dad in his 914 and it is a car that I will not let him sell. 
He also took me to the race track growing up and these 
memories have really shaped who I am today. Naturally, 
when it was time for my first car, it was a 1987 Porsche 
944 in Guards Red. I attempted to join PCA as soon as I got 
my first Porsche but needed to wait till I was 18. One of 
the first things I did with my 944 was to take it to the track 
to hone my skills behind the wheel. This has become one 
of my favorite hobbies. My passion for cars and racing put 
me in a position to pursue engineering and start building 
a career calibrating transfer cases in Jeeps. I have recently 
upgraded to a 1989 944 S2 and am looking forward to con-
tinuing to share my passion with people equally as passion-
ate for their Porsches

Axel Schmidt
I have been a PCA member from 2003 (when I bought my 
first Porsche - an orange 912 targa on ebay for 4000 dollars 
- I still own it) to 2006 (we moved back from California to 
Germany) and since 2014 (We bought a 993 C2 Cab and a 
356 since we moved to Ann Arbor).
My whole - German - family loves the cars and the club. 
Claudia and I organized the AA Challenge and we enjoy the 
drives and social events. Also something new to the club is 
the facebook page on https://www.facebook.com/rsrpca/.

Rally Sport Region -- 2016 Election Ballot

Method Address Due

Snail Mail Mary Ann Kantrow
557 North Territorial Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Postmarked by
12/2

Email secretary@rsrpca.org 12/4

In person Annual General Meeting 12/6

Four board positions are up for election this year.  Each member and their affiliate may vote.  Please return your ballot by 
using one of the following methods:
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2016 Election Ballot
    
Candidates for the Board (Vote for no more than four):

  PCA Member PCA Associate Member

Jeremy Goddard       ______             ______
       
Peter Grant (Incumbent)       ______             ______
                                         
Kevin Kral       ______             ______

Axel Schmidt (Incumbent)       ______             ______    
  
Write In
 
_______________________________       ______             ______   

Membership Numbers: _____________________      ______________________

Signatures: _____________________      ______________________

Reminder: The ballot must be signed or your votes will not count.
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Last weekend was the annual weekend for getting the ga-
rage ready for another Michigan winter.  This involves get-
ting all of the cars, the lawn tractor, etc., etc.  back into the 
garage in a somewhat orderly and efficient arrangement 
with the goal being that I can work on any of the 4 cars 
during the winter without having to put one of them out-
side to make working space.  I refer to it as garage Tetris.   
The biggest challenge of course was the 1965 Oldsmobile 
which consumes roughly 18 feet of space end to end.  A 
little quick work with the measuring tape yielded an an-
swer, take the bumpers off of the red 944 (I had to do that 
anyway for another winter project) and stack it end to end 
with the Olds.  Problem solved, minimal time wasted. 
 There was another problem though.  A check of the trip 
odometer reminded me that the brown 944 was driven 
less than 300 miles this past season.   All of the typical 
maintenance items had been addressed in anticipation 
of this year’s driving season.  New timing belts and water 
pump, reference and speed sensors replaced, new Porsche 
factory engine mounts installed, new shocks and struts, 
fuel level sending unit, power steering lines, new fluids, 
and a fresh set of tires from Belle Tire.  The difficult work 
had been done by the techs at Rennstatt in Ann Arbor but 
the rest had been done by me at home.  All this work, yet 
somehow I didn’t drive the car very much.   What hap-
pened?  The primary purpose of owning my P car is to drive 
it, not garage it.  I blame the internet.
  Like many engineers (I think?) I occasionally suffer from 
a condition called analysis paralysis.  This condition is char-
acterized by said engineer analyzing a problem or issue for 
an indeterminate and usually protracted period of time 
rather than making the decisions necessary to address and 
resolve it in a timely fashion.  While this condition can, in 
fact, result in a highly optimized and well developed prod-
uct, those advantage are lost if the product is late to mar-
ket.  Therein lays the origin of the phrase “shoot the engi-
neers and ship the product.”  
 Apparently I had lapsed into a bout of internet fueled 
analysis paralysis. The onset of this condition began in 
May, just after my first one or two drives of the car with 
all of its updated parts.  The car still did not drive right, 
or sound right.  The driveline/transaxle was rattling on 
closed throttle decels much more than I thought it should.  
I also noticed that the car lurched heavily if I lifted off the 
throttle too quickly.  Something was obviously wrong and 
it made the car unpleasant to drive.  Clearly something(s) 

needed to be corrected.  What was it, I needed to know.  So 
I headed off to the internet, that source of infinite knowl-
edge, with the intention of conducting a “quick” root cause 
analysis which, of course, resulted in a self-inflicted analy-
sis paralysis and the car remaining parked in the garage.  
 At some point I finally convinced myself the issue ap-
peared to be clutch related and I should not be driving the 
car until it gets resolved.  Just change the clutch, simple 
right?  Nope.  Here comes the next bout of analysis. What 
gets replaced?  Whose parts should I use?  How much 
should it cost?  Can I do the job myself?  Do I need to buy 
more tools?  (Always a good plan in my book) Do I need to 
consider finally buying a hoist for my garage?  How long will 
it take me to do it?  One Excel spreadsheet, lots of inter-
net research, and many weeks later still no plan of action.  
Changing the clutch in a 944 is shall we say, “involved”, as 
well as being extremely time consuming and if that didn’t 
fix the problem, then what?  If the clutch has gone south 
then it needs to be changed before driving the car very far.  
What to do? 
 Prior to the internet, the simple answer to my driveline 
issue anxiety would have been to skip the research and 
analysis and take the car to an experienced Porsche me-
chanic for a diagnosis.  I knew that, I’ve done that, but in 
this case the bottomless pit of knowledge known as the 
internet sent me into an analysis driven frenzy, parking the 
car for the duration.  Fortunately at some point, I had a 
random memory moment and recalled what my senior en-
gineering design professor Prof. Dwight Baumann (also a P 
car driver) once told (taught) us, “I don’t tell my mechanic 
how to fix Porsches and he doesn’t tell me how to teach 
engineering.”  Yup, old soon, smart late.  Luckily, via a fel-
low PCA member, I found a 944 specialist less than 10 miles 
from my house, a safe driving distance with a wounded 
clutch.  One diagnosis trip and two shop days later both 
issues were resolved as were several smaller ones that I 
would never have identified on my own.  The car was now 
fabulous to drive but unfortunately it was already Sep-
tember.  An entire summer driving season wasted.  Lesson 
learned.  Less thinking, more driving, stay away from the 
Internet.

Just Fix The Car
By RSR Member and Regular Contributor Robert (Skip) Kuhn
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3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

WE GIVE THANKS FOR EVERYONE
WHO’S TRUSTED US SINCE 1969
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

The Cost of a Horse
Unless you are one of a very special few horse collectors 
I doubt if you know how much a horse costs.  According 
to equine.com a quality riding horse might cost around 
$5,000 while a thoroughbred show horse might cost 
around $15,000.  As someone interested in cars you may 
have noticed the dramatic increase in the cost of perfor-
mance cars over the years.  I began to wonder if there is 
a relationship between the amount of horsepower a car 
has and the cost of the car.  I was especially curious as to 
how the cost of a Porsche horsepower has changed from 
the earliest production cars to the latest models.   Some 
numbers are what you might expect but there were some 
surprises when it comes to the best year for value and the 
biggest gaps in price for models in the same year.
 Road & Track, in their September issue, published a 
summary of every road test of a Porsche they had ever 
done.  This gave me a perfect way to compare the differ-
ences in Porsches over the years.  Using their “as tested” 
price and the published horsepower I was able to calcu-
late the cost per horsepower between different models of 
Porsche and different years.    It should be recognized that 
the “as tested” price includes sometimes very pricey op-
tions and the list of options has grown significantly over the 
years.   I also should recognize that the difference in model 
cost can reflect significant differences in equipment such 
as comparing a Turbo to a Carrera.  But for entertainment 
value more than for argument’s sake, it is still curious as to 
how Porsche has added value over the years to correspond 
to the rapid advancements in their engine technology.  This 
technology comes with a significant price as you will see.
 Let’s begin with 1956 when the Continental Speedster 
cost $2,995 and had 66 horsepower for a cost of $45 per 
horsepower.  Compare that to the four cam Carrera Coupe 
which cost $5,995 and made 110 horsepower or $55 per 
horsepower.    That additional 44 horsepower cost an ad-
ditional $3,000 or $68 per horsepower.    Given the value of 
that Carrera Coupe today that is still a relative bargain.   
 Back in 1970 I purchased a 914-6 for $6729 with 110 
horsepower when an 85 horsepower 914 cost $4,047 so 
those added 25 horsepower cost $107 each.   That doesn’t 
seem like such a good deal from that perspective.  When 
I bought my 1972 911E the differences between the 911T, 
the 911E and the 911S were mostly horsepower.  A 911T 
cost $7,985 with 140 horsepower or $57 per horsepower.  
The 911E cost $8,730 with 165 horsepower for an even 
better value of $52 per horsepower.  But the bargain was 

the 911S for $9,495 with 190 horsepower and a cost of 
only $50 per horsepower.  If you had bought a 1973 911S 
the price jumped to $13,021 and power dropped to 181 
horsepower for a big jump to $72 per horsepower.  You 
could have bought a 1973 RSR race car for $22,500 with 
280 horsepower for a cost of only $95 per horsepower.   
 Values shifted in 1978 when a 911SC was $22,665 but 
only had 172 horsepower, the 928 cost $26,400 with 219 
horsepower and the 911 Turbo cost $34,100 with 253 
horsepower but the spread of horsepower per dollar was 
only $3, a relative bargain.  
 The prices jumped again in 1995 and the Carrera 4 cost 
$73,168 with 270 horsepower while the 911 Turbo costs 
$112,082 with 400 horsepower.  That figures out to $271 
and $285 per horsepower or over double the value in 1978.  
 The next big jump came in 2004 and the era of the su-
percar.  A GT3 cost $118,250 with 380 horsepower for $311 
per horsepower.  Compare that to the Carrera GT costing 
$460,400 with 605 horsepower or $761 per horsepower, 
over double that of the GT3.  That is a huge spread in cost 
and power for what are admittedly not comparable cars.   
But in 2014 a similar situation arose when the Turbo S 
could be had for $193,775 with 560 horsepower while the 
918 has a massive $847,975 price tag for an equally mas-
sive 887 horsepower.  At $956 per horsepower the 918 sets 
the bar for expensive ponies. 
  In 1956 the Carrera Coupe was the 918 of its time with 
a price that rivaled the exotic sports car of that day.  To-
day the hypercar as some would call the 918, comes with a 
price and power similar to cars of its type.  Comparing the 
$55 per horsepower of the Carrera Coupe to the $956 per 
horsepower of the 918 puts the new cost of technology in 
sharp perspective. 
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2016 Rally Sport Region Fall Color Tour
Story by Stewart & Sally Free, photos by Doug Ash, Sally Free and Al Utter

Start with about 80 enthusiastic Porsche club members, 
add 100 miles of curvy country roads, sprinkle liberally 
with a dash of Fall colors and you have the recipe for our 
annual Fall Color Tour.  In addition to our Rally Sport mem-
bers, we were joined by participants from the Maumee 
Valley Region and the Southeast Michigan Porsche Region.  
The clear weather provided dry roads for some spirited 
driving.  After an hour of navigating around Pinckney, 
Howell, Gregory, and Unadilla we stopped for about an 
hour break in Stockbridge.  This peaceful little village was 
transformed when about 50 Porsches ranging from the 
356 to the most recent models filled the streets.
 The group then drove another hour through the 
Waterloo State Recreation Area, near Chelsea, into the  
Pinckney Recreation Area, Hell, and into Brighton.  About 
50 members were able to gather for dinner at the Olive 

Garden Italian Restaurant.  The setting and food provided 
a good atmosphere to catch up with fellow club members. 
 Our thanks are extended to our co-hosts, Joanne and 
Doug Ash and Matt and Al Utter.  They welcomed par-
ticipants, had them sign the insurance waivers, provided 
name tags, and took their photos.   Thanks to all who 
participated in our Color Tour and the dinner.  This event 
has become a venue where members can meet, exercise 
their cars, share some good food, and connect with old 
and new friends.  Seems to fit our goal/motto to be a 
“Fast, Fun, and Friendly” region.

Editor’s Note:  Additional photos are available on our club 
web site at: http://rsp.pca.org/   and the driving route is 
available at:  http://rsp.pca.org/DrivingRoutes.html             

Yvonne & John Welte attended their second RSR event 
and have decided to join our club -- welcome!!

Host Stewart Free holds the drivers’ meeting, covers 
the route, and emphasizes the need for safe, courte-
ous participation.

Kevin Kral joined the drive in his beau-
tiful looking and sounding 944.
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Rick & Beth Peterson are frequent drive 
participants and were back again.

Al and son Matt Utter were a team for 
this drive, and co-hosts.

Miriam & Jim Long are SEM mem-
bers but RSR regulars and always 
welcome.

Doug and Joanne Ash also served as 
Co-hosts.

One of our newest members, Ian 
Scott, came for his first driving tour 
-- welcome to the club.

Board Member Axel Schmidt and 
wife Claudia brought their black 356 
coupe, and their authentic “German-
ness” to the event.

John Thomson drove solo in his 356 Kar-
man Hardtop.
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43706 Utica Rd / Sterling Heights / 48314 / 586.991.2455 

 Compromise is for politicians 
When you’re ready to take your sports car to 
the next level, we’re ready to help. Tailored 
vehicle development for the enthusiast    
unwilling to compromise.  Contact us today.  
contactvrp@vrperformance.com 
www.vrperformance.com 
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My Extreme Experience
Story by Member Brian Thorpe

When I was a kid, I used to get handkerchiefs and socks for 
Christmas, mostly things I needed and not things I wanted. 
So it was a big surprise when last year, my daughter Ali-
son came across a discounted coupon for 3 laps in a super 
car with “Extreme Experience” at Michigan International 
Speedway. 
 Their cars include: Ferrari 458, Audi R8, Corvette Z06, 
Lamborghini Huracan, Nissan GT-R, Porsche 911 GT3, and 
McLaren. The McLaren was not available in my session, so I 
chose the Ferrari 458, partly because I can drive a Porsche, 
Chevrolet, or Nissan any day of the week! My only Ferrari 
ride took place about 40 years ago when I was privileged to 
ride as passenger in a Dino 246, a car I consider to be one 
of the most beautiful ever made. 
 After arriving at MIS and buying the “extras,” I attended 
the compulsory “Instruction Course.” This was pretty ele-
mentary stuff, like hands at a quarter to three, do what the 
in-car instructor tells you or your drive is over, brake and 
accelerate gently (“these cars have LOTS of power and you 
can easily get into trouble”), and so on. Then, for another 
$45 you get three laps in the Mitsubishi Evo pace car. The 
pace car driver is a pro and can outpace even their instruc- 
tors in the supercars. I couldn’t resist. 
 I squeezed into the Evo with two other passengers. Al-
though the purpose of the pace car is to limit the speed of 
the novices in the really fast cars, this guy was practicing 
for the Detroit GP! We set off like a bat out of hell. The 
driver threw the fully loaded Evo around like it was his last 
ride in Neville Shute’s “On the Beach”, and my neck ached 
at the end of the 3 laps. We used the main straight and the 
infield; ovals are not their thing because they don’t pro-
vide any cornering experience at the speeds they allow. We 
used all the main straight and hit 120mph before braking. 

 Then I lined up for my Ferrari drive. The 458 is listed as 
having 562 hp at 9000 rpm and will do zero to 62mph in 
around 3 seconds. That’s good enough to push my eyeballs 
into the back of my head. The transmission is a 7 speed 
semi- automatic with paddle shifters, however, it was fully 
automatic for this exercise since no one would learn how 
to use it properly in only three laps. The brakes apply some 
pressure as soon as you lift off the accelerator so as to min-
imize the delay in moving your right foot. My Honda van 
also does that, judging by the constant brake squeal. 
 My instructor explained all about the rough transition 
from the main straight onto the infield. He was very careful 
to make sure I accelerated late and braked early! The first 
half lap was sedate; then as we entered the pit straight I 
floored the gas pedal but in no time he told me to brake. 
I tried to speed up a little in the infield and for a brief mo-
ment the tail slipped a few inches, but that does not come 
across in the video. The gearchanges were fast and on the 
second straight, I saw 8000 rpm but no idea in which gear. 
He made me brake very early so top speed was probably 
around 120mph. It didn’t feel like it. In fact the accelera-
tion, although good, was not as impressive as when my 
son-in-law took me out in a 600hp Viper and floored it in 
second gear! 
 After the next infield run we were done and headed 
back to the pits. The three laps were actually only two laps 
of semi spirited driving. 
 I really liked the car, and I enjoyed the experience. How-
ever, I would have had much more fun if I had been alone! 
Anyone expecting race car experience will be disappoint-
ed! Nevertheless, it was a fun time and I would recom-
mend the experience to anyone who has never driven a 
fast car. 
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
Amidst the cool crisp air and surrounded by the majestic 
splendor of the beautiful autumn foliage, it will soon be 
time to put our cars into storage until sunshine and warmer 
temperatures return next spring.  However, that does not 
mean that there still aren’t plenty of opportunities to get 
together with your fellow PCA members for friendship and 
camaraderie.
 I recently attended MORPCA’s 50th Anniversary Cel-
ebration.  On a beautiful autumn Sunday, a large number 
of MORPCA members including several Past Presidents 
gathered in a hangar at The Ohio State University Airport.  
PCA National Past President Manny Alban entertained the 
crowd with stories and presented the region with a PCA 
flag signed by each member of the Executive Council.  In 
addition, I presented the region with a number of items to 
commemorate the momentous occasion.
 I also attended OVR’s signature event, Rallye Porsche 
Milford.  This year there was a new venue and an addition-
al day of activities.   The weekend began with a driving tour 
followed by dinner at a local restaurant, and included a car 
show and a day filled with Porsche fun.  Several hundred 
people were on hand as Milford’s Main Street was closed 
off to accommodate the 100 Porsches on display in the pic-
turesque city.  
 This is an important time of year, and I am reminding you 
that you can help shape and support your region by partici-
pating in your region’s elections.  Furthermore, please con-
sider volunteering and taking part in the upcoming plan-
ning meetings. Maybe this will be the year that you lead a 
tour, organize an event, or host a party.  
 And, of course, with the holidays approaching, many 
regions will celebrate with their PCA friends by holding 
festive annual holiday parties.  Please remember to check 
your in boxes, region’s newsletter and website, as well as 
the Zone 4 website http://zone4.pca.org  for the most up 
to date information about events available to you.  Also, 
consider attending other regions’ events, such as:
• November 6 is Rally Sport Region’s Polar Bear Run 
• Western Michigan Region’s Annual Planning Meeting is 

November 7
• November 7 is Mid-Ohio Region’s Board Meeting at the 

Rusty Bucket in New Albany
• Motor-Stadt Region’s Board Meeting at Spagnoulo’s in 

Okemos on November 8
• Ohio Valley Region’s Monthly Board Meeting and Mem-

ber Social is November 8 at Firehouse Grill
• November 9 is Michiana Region’s Business Meeting at 

Dandino’s Supper Club in Goshen
• November 12 is Central Indiana Region’s Annual Dinner 

at The Rathskeller in Indianapolis
• Maumee Valley Region’s Holiday Party is November 12
• November 12 is Northern Ohio Region’s Annual  Meeting 

at Stoddard 
• Southeast Michigan Region’s General Membership Din-

ner is November 18 at Pasquale’s Restaurant
• November 26 is Allegheny Region’s Holiday Party and 

Dinner at the Grand Concourse Landmarks Building 

If you have any questions or comments please feel free to 
contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Thanks,
Michael

Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano

Zone 4 Representative
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(Editor’s Note:  For several months, earlier this year, the 
Bahn Stormer ran an ad for the Rocky Mountain Highway 
event.  As a follow-up we asked the organizers to recap 
their event and they provided the following article and pho-
tos.  As you will see they plan on hosting a similar event and 
you might want to consider joining them in this great part 
of our country.)

Despite all the hubbub about Colorado’s legalizing of a cer-
tain product, that’s not really what we prefer to be known 
for.  In PCA circles, we like to focus on our wonderful cli-
mate and huge array of perfect Porsche roads.  This was 
the genesis of the recent multi-region event hosted by 
the Alpine Mountain Region in Colorado Springs – Rocky 
Mountain High Way.

 July 27-30 in Colorado Springs saw the inaugural edition 
of this event, that was a highlight of the summer.  
It was much like PCA Escape used to be, with a central host 
hotel, and daily non-competitive activities reaching out 
from there.  With the aforementioned plethora of Porsche 
roads, the main focus of the event were the tours.  We 
headed off on full Day tours to the ski town of Brecken-
ridge, dramatic Royal Gorge, Great Sand Dunes National 
Park, and the ghost town of St. Elmo.  There were also half 
day guided tours to Pikes Peak (focused on the famous race 
there), the gold rush town of Cripple Creek, and Bishop 
Castle, which was built single-handedly by one man (who 
we got to meet!).  Driving directions were also provided 
to another twelve destinations that attendees could visit 
at their leisure.  There was no shortage of places to take 
your Porsche!

 We were welcomed on the first night with a social event 
at Porsche Colorado Springs, which was a lot of fun, with 
great food, drink, and company, not to mention some pret-
ty special cars.  One attendee remarked that it was “over 
the top”, which we took as a compliment.
 The official welcome reception was held the next night, 
in the pool area of the host hotel, the Hotel Elegante.  As 
we gathered for dinner, a quick hail storm roared through, 
sounding like Armageddon on the glass roof of the pool 
area.  Attendees scurried outside to cover and care for 
their Porsches, and escaped any major damage.  
 We had a great Wash & Shine the next night, with live 
music, free beer (!), and lots of great dining options nearby.
One of the other unique activities as a Gimmickhana.  Kind 

Getting High in Colorado
 Story and photos by Chris Lennon, Alpine Mountain Region - PCA
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of like a gimmicky gymkhana, testing the team driving skills 
of the participants.  It was lots of fun, with laughs galore, 
and some great memories.

 The Farewell Banquet was a big hit, with a Silent Auc-
tion, Door Prizes, and a special recognition of Robert and 
Debbie Viertel, who drive all the way from Winter Haven, 
Florida to attend.  Let’s just say they went home with “a 
little pot from Colorado”, which was of the pottery kind, so 
perfectly legal to cross State lines with.  We also got to hear 
from PCA’s Vice President, Tom Gorsuch, who gave a great 
talk to the group.

 However, most came to Colorado for the tours, and were 
not disappointed.  What’s not to love in a string of Porsches 
navigating some of the country’s most scenic byways?
Plus, it was cool – literally – when we got to places like the 
summit of Pikes Peak, at 14,115 feet!  A welcome respite 
from the hot weather many of our guests were escaping.  
Speaking of that, we had PCAers join us from 18 States, 

from one coast to the other.  Everyone loved meeting up 
with such a diverse group.

 We in the Alpine Mountain Region can’t wait to host PCA 
members again next summer for the second edition of this 
great event.  Next year’s Rocky Mountain High Way is al-
ready in the planning stages, so keep it in mind when think-
ing about what you’d like to do in 2017.  Further details will 
be published on www.rockymtnhwy.com, and will be sent 
out to newsletter editors across the country.
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R

TEAM ILLUMINATA MOTORSPORT

teamilluminata.com
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Members & Visitor Present:  Kevin Kral, John McIver, Diane 
Thomson, John Thomson, Joe Conen, Matt Huber, George 
Gilligan, Vigen Darian, Greg Mercier, Conrad Zumhagen, Jon 
Heidorn, Stephen Ascherl, Ian Scott, Gary Hibler, Jay Fash, Da-
vid Finch, Christian Maloof – Track Chairperson, Mike O’Rear 
(Editor) and Glenn Trapp-Historian/Membership.

Call to Order:  Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 7:07PM 
at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

President’s Report: Tim Pott reported that the venue for the 
Holiday party is all set.

Meeting Minutes:  September minutes were reviewed.  Mo-
tion: To approve meeting minutes passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the September 
report and the DE Financial Summary report. Motion: To ap-
prove financial reports passed unanimously. 
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any RSR Club 
member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn (burghard.
linn@gmail.com). 

Insurance Report:  Jim Dowty has the certificate ready for the 
Color Tour. 

Advertising Report: No report.

Membership:  Glenn Trapp stated that the club has 299 mem-
bers.  We were briefly at 300 during the month.

Track Report:  Christian Maloof report that we had a very 
good year.  DE dates are set is for next year.  Helmets that 
were ordered in the spring are finally coming in. Dan Kantrow 
received one (small) this week.

Newsletter: Mike O’Rear has made the deadline for the next 
newsletter on 10/23.

Events Committee:  Peter Grant reported: 
• Oct 15:  Annual RSR Color Tour Hosts:  Stewart and Sally 

Free.  Details to follow.
• Oct 22:  10 AM:  Time with Tim, Rennstatt at ArborMotion, 

Ann Arbor - RSVP to tcpott@gmail.com
• Nov 6:  Polar Bear Run Host: Sebastian Gaeta
• Dec 10:  Annual RSR Holiday Party Hosts: Tim Pott.  Ger-

main -Porsche of Ann Arbor

2017 Events:
• TBD:  Spring trip -Auburn Cord Museum – Host Matt and 

Zack Huber.
• Sept:  Souring with RSR Tri-Hosts:  Dave Finch, Peter Grant 

and John Kytasty
• TBD:  Karting (non-RSR Event).  Kart2Kart.  JD karting- foun-

tain walk – electric karts. Axel will contact the Karting loca-
tions and get quotes.

 
New Business:  Burghard reported that we are getting phising 
emails and he advised all members to be careful.

Old Business: John McIver reported on the Autocross event 
that Michigan Sports Car Club hosted.  Many RSR members 
join the event and did very well during this timed event.  John 
plans to advise the club of Autocross events next year and get 
them into the newsletter.

Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
8:01PM.
Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, October 4, 2016
Tim Pott:  President........................................................... Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President .............................................. Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer .................................................. Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ........................................... Present
Dave Cooper:  Events Committee ...................................... Absent
Rick Mammel: Past President & Advertising ..................... Present 

Jim Dowty:  Insurance Chair .............................................. Present
John Kytasty ...................................................................... Present 
Dan Kantrow ..................................................................... Present
Tom Krueger:  Track Registrar ........................................... Present 
Axel Schmidt ..................................................................... Present
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CARS FOR SALE  

2008 911 Turbo Cabriolet:  One owner, garage kept vehicle 
that has never seen rain 
or snow, and has been 
100% dealer main-
tained. All wheel drive, 
Tiptronic S, full leather 
interior, Bose Sound 

System and Navigation.  Perfect condition with 11,095 
miles.  Asking $79,500. Call or text Bob Hlavaty at 313-805-
7208. (08/16)

2008 Cayman S:  70K Miles. Enthusiast owned, always ga-
raged, and never driven in 
winter.   Meteor grey metal-
lic exterior with stone grey 
interior.  6 spd manual (new 
clutch).  Options include 
“Preferred Package” (match-
ing floor mats, colored 

Porsche crest wheel caps, Bose high end sound, rain sensing 
wipers, automatic day/night mirrors),  heated/power seats 
with memory, Bi-Xenon Headlamps Package (auto leveling), 
auto climate control and 19 inch Carrera Classic wheels.  Full 
service records since purchased Certified Pre-owned at 18K.  
Moving to a right hand drive country and I am unable to 
take it with me sadly.   Asking $29K.  Email me at benedic-
twd@gmail.com. (08/16)

OTHER ITEMS

Deka Battery: DeKa ETX30L AGM lightweight(23lb), com-
pact battery, 7”H, 6”W, 5”D. 400 cold cranking amps.
Used 3 mo. $50. Email: aos2@comcast.net (10/16)

Car Hoist: 2-post, 9000lb. capacity, 220 v.  9ft. high, 10ft. 
wide. Located near Grand Rapids. Made by Dura Mfg. Ask-
ing $900. Email: aos2@comcast.net. (09/16)

Wheels: 4-Zinik Rims & Fierce Tires: 18” Chrome Wheels, 
10-Spoke, Two 5-Lug Mounting Patterns; mounted on HP 
225/40R18 88H Tires, Basically Brand New. Price: $1200.00.  
4-Porsche Turbo Twist Polished Aluminum 18” Rims & Tires: 
Front: 8x18-Rims with Sumitomo HTRZII 235/40ZR/18 91Y 

Tires. Rear: 11x18-Rims with Sumitomo HTRZII 275/35ZR/18 
95W Tires. Less than 2000-miles on tires which have a very 
wide thread-width and a great thread pattern. Includes 4-an-
tique solid polished aluminum stamped center caps with 
the Porsche Crest. Price: $2800.00.  Pirelli PZero Asimmet-
rico Tires only: 2-Front: 225/40ZR/18, 2-Rear: 295/30ZR/18. 
Tires only; maybe 8-yrs old a little hard plenty of thread left 
for abuse, best offer.  Call or Text: Wes @ 248-425-1112 in 
South, Lyon, MI for pictures, pick-up only. (08/16)

Chatterbox Tandem Communicator Kit for DE: Recharge-
able battery. Includes AC adapter, student headset and 
microphones. Excellent condition. New price: $120. Asking 
$60. Andy 734-718-6432. (07/16)

Cobra Sebring Pro Race Seat for sale: 2009 model. Excellent 
condition. $1k new. $450 OBO. Andy 734-718-6432. (07/16)
 
Engine lift table: Harbor Freight 1000 lb. capacity hydraulic 
table cart. Used condition. New price $260. Asking $120. 
Andy 734-718-6432. (07/16)

997 GT3 Parts: I am parting out a 2007 997 GT3 with 7,506 
miles. I had an accident at a Drivers Education event in Sep-
tember that resulted in a slow roll. The car was totaled, 
but many parts are being parted/sold from this great car. 
Outer two front radiator assemblies. $1,750. Rear motor 
mounts. $600 pair. Four piece Rennsport aluminum pedal 
set. Adjustable throttle piece. $300 set. Shifter assembly 
with e-brake assembly. Alcantara. $1,950. Windshield wip-
er assembly with wipers. $250. Navigation GPS box. $350. 
Hood. Lightweight. $1,200.  Hood opener assembly. $250. 
Front suspension assembly including OEM coil over shocks 
& steering rack. $3,500. Right rear suspension including coil 
over shock and half shaft. $1,200. Left rear suspension in-
cluding coil over shock and half shaft. Broken lower arms. 
$500. 3 sets new Pirelli race slicks. 6 rear 295/680/19 and 6 
front 235/645/19. $3,000 firm for all or $1,250 per set of 4. 
Total available: 8 rears and 6 fronts. Four Victor Racing 19” 
wheels with used slicks. Silver. $1,200. 7” front with a  total 
offset from the inner lip of 6 7/16”. 11” rear with a total 
offset from the inner lip of 7 ½”. All items must be prepaid. 
Shipping is extra. I have photos of most items and a video 
of the engine running. Reasonable offers will be accepted, 
especially if bundling parts. Contact Tom Green at 734-417-
0030 or paragonsvc@aol.com. (12/15)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/16) 

WANTED ITEMS

911 Seats:  Looking for a set of seats for my ‘86 911.  Can be 
in need of restoration as long as the foam is in good shape.  
Interested in something with good thigh/kidney bolster 
support for track days but no fixed backs to keep my wife 
happy on tour days. 80’s Recaro’s (doesn’t have to be from 
Porsche) or “sport” seats would be preferred.  Would like 
to keep cost low.  Contact g.roberson567@yahoo.com with 
offers. (3/16)

https://www.pca.org/porsche-panorama-mobile-apps







.





















Another scene from this year’s Fall Color TourA loud and lively dinner at the Olive Garden at the end of the 
color tour.
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So, after taking a short break to go soaring with Dave Finch, 
we begin again to take up the final chapter of our intrepid 
racer wannabe. He got hooked on the track by attending as 
a “newbie” his (her) first DE event. As he (OK, I admit it…
this is all taken from my own personal reflections…so hope 
no one will be offended if I drop out the “she”) got better 
at understanding the different dynamics of his car on the 
different tracks he was driving and how to take advantage 
of them, he started down that infamous slippery slope of 
modifying his car for better track performance. And it can 
be a long, expensive, slippery slope indeed. 
 At some point, the light bulb went off in his head that 
there was indeed a “next step”. RACING. Honest to good-
ness, wheel-to-wheel racing. What a great idea!? So start-
ing with a heavily modified DE car, we begin the even more 
extensive, more expensive slippery slope of preparing a 
car for racing. Having decided the racing venue of interest, 
and the class in which he wanted to compete, our intrepid 
racer wannabe begins the preparation of his car, with much 
of the emphasis put into the required safety equipment, 
suspension, and brakes. He is smart enough to know that 
once he has the car set up to be safe, to turn in flat with the 
desired amount of over or under steer (remember those 
from your DE training?), and to brake straight and hard…
then it will be time to think about more engine. And that 
time is a long learning curve and a lot more slippery slope 
away from now.
 Now? Now is he’s done all he’s needed to do. The car’s 
prepped, he’s done his racing school, secured all the safety 
equipment he needs for himself and the car, passed the car 
through it’s first (and annual) racing tech inspection, and 
registered for his first race. OMG…here we go! 
 Remember that feeling in the pit of your stomach when 
you went to your first DE…your stomach turning laps inside 
your belly as you stood looking at your car with your green 
“newbie” numbers in your hand? Well, that feeling starts 
when you first see the track, towing your beloved racecar 
behind you. And there’s a very small voice in the back of 
your head asking, “what made you think this was a good 
idea”? But you ignore it and boldly pull into the paddock…
and it looks much like the paddocks of all the tracks you’ve 
been to for DE events, except there’s another more serious 
class of cars here. They have a lot more decals than just the 
green, white, blue, or red window numbers on them. They 
are wheeled billboards for all sorts of racing shops and per-
formance providers, and they bristle with a much deeper 

level of preparation (just like your car) with full roll cages, 
window nets, 6 point harnesses…and many of their drivers 
are walking around in their nomex racing suits. Yes, these 
are racer cars, and these people are racecar drivers…just 
like you? Gulp! Once again that little voice says a bit louder 
“what made you think this was a good idea”. Your stomach 
is now doing an endurance race in your belly, but you put 
on your brave face, park your trailer, and march over to 
registration. You’re given a “racer’s” wrist band, a tee shirt, 
the big rookie day-glow orange “X” for the back of your car 
(remember…Newbie again!), and a schedule for the week-
end detailing when you (aka – the racers) have practice, 
qualifying, and races. Interestingly, you realize that you’ve 
never attended a DE that was combined with a club race 
before. Perhaps if you had you might have re-thought this 
whole process, because now your stomach is doing the 24 
hours of LeMans and you realize that you need to proceed 
directly to the men’s room…do not pass go and do not col-
lect $200.
 With that business taken care of, you walk slowly back to 
your trailer and begin the process of unloading your race-
car and “setting up camp”. Unlike many of the racers you 
see around you, you do not have a “crew” to take care of all 
these things. So once the car, the tools, the tires, the tent, 
chairs, cooler, and all the other paraphernalia associated 
with a weekend at the track are unloaded, you take a hard 
look at the schedule and realize you’re out on the track for 
practice in 2 hours. LeMans time again, and another trip 
to the men’s room. OK. You have a checklist of things that 
need to be looked at before going out…rookie sticker on 
the back, wheel lug torque, tire pressure, gas, oil, certain 
nuts and bolts, window nets, harness, fire bottle safety 
pins. Check, check, check, and check again. Time to suit up 
and strap myself in…it’s show time.
 You motor over to the staging area and hang toward the 
back of the grid, needing some time to come to terms with 
the fact that this isn’t DE any more. Window nets are up 
and there’s not “point by” in this league. No sireee. If some-
one’s going faster than you, they’re gonna go by whenever 
they can, wherever they can. No permission needed. And 
you better hope you see them coming! Waiting on the grid, 
you feel secure in your little cocoon, but scared to death at 
the same time. The voice in your head is now louder still…
”what in God’s name made me think this was a good idea”?  
Your engine idles and starts coming up to temp. You get the 
3 minute signal, 1 minute…you’re trying desperately swal-

From the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant
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low against a stomach that’s trying to push up the other 
way. And then the go signal. Things fade into the back-
ground and you feel of your car around you, feel the grip 
of your tires on the pavement, and realize a heightened 
awareness of everything going on around you. There are 
faster cars behind you, and slower cars in front of you. 
You watch all the cars in front and behind you and check 
all the flag stations as you run single file for the first lap, 
which is run under full course yellow.
 You come around the final turn onto the front straight 
and see the green flag flying. A faster car comes by you on 
the inside going into turn 1. As he moves on and you come 
through the turn, you see you are catching up to a car in 
front of you. Check your mirrors, move to the inside, and 
assume he sees you. Take him going into turn 2…and so 
it goes. Time holds still as you monitor a thousand inputs 
continuously. Back straight, quick check of the gauges…oil 
pressure and temp, water temp…all good. Who’s in front 
of me, who’s in back of me. Where are they, and where 
do I need to be. Can I get the apex here, no, someone’s on 
the inside…can’t take the “drivers school” line. Adjust. Can 

I late brake this guy and still make the turn in without run-
ning wide? Yes, slight uphill, good grip. Holy crap, where 
did that guy come from? Smooth…stay smooth. Remember 
the egg under your throttle foot. Think, adjust. Hmmmm? 
No brake fade, but the tires are getting hot and losing a bit 
of grip. Not smooth enough. Adjust.
 Before you know it, you come onto the front straight 

and see the checker flag. You cannot believe it! Your first 
session as a racer is over. You survived. And now you 
know why you thought this was a good idea, because the 
exhilaration you feel is like nothing you’ve ever experi-
enced before. You relax during the cool down lap, pull off 
the track and find your “camp”. Shut the car down, loosen 
your harness, and simply lean forward and rest your hel-
met on the steering wheel. You’re elated, exhausted, but 
mostly…you just can’t stop grinning. You’re ready to go 
racing. 
 But for now, you know you need to get out of the car 
and go find a few of the racers you encountered on the 
track…it’s bench racing time!

Stewart and Sally Free who for several years 
have hosted wonderful Fall Color Tours and to 
Sally who makes sure this newsletter has pho-
tos of everyone attending our events.
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