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Gridlocked
This morning I drove my car!  No, 
not my Audi and not my wife’s Mini 
Cooper...MY car.  You know, the one 
that starts with a “P”?  Now this might 
not seem remarkable to most of you 
members, but for me it is something of 
a milestone.  The poor thing developed 

a miss while driving back from the Detroit Dream Cruise, 
maybe two years ago.  The little green car waited patiently 
while I worked on it in ten minute increments.  Who knows 
how many of those ten minute bits of time I spent? Let’s just 
leave it at several.  One thing about working on a car this 
way is you are sure to forget where you left off, so five of the 
ten minutes is spent figuring out what to do next because 
you can’t remember what you did last.  The old saying 
about the barefoot shoe maker’s children certainly applies 
here.  Even I was starting to get a little embarrassed, not to 
mention running out of excuses when Rally Sport members 
would ask me, “Don’t you have a car somewhere?”  I’m 
here to tell you though, the drive was fabulous, all four 
miles of it from my house to ArborMotion where I will give 
it a once over prior to venturing further and further from 
home.  Driving it was like putting on your favorite pair of 
running shoes, all nimble and quick.  I vow to drive it much 
more often now, if not daily, during the remaining summer 
and fall.  I can’t believe how easily I forgot about all the 
wonderful driving sensations: finding the braking threshold, 
nailing the perfect apex and digging out of a corner.  I hope 
I never lose my lust for driving well.  

Grid Positions
I was unable to attend the latest Waterford D.E. event, 
much to my dismay.  I was in good company though as our 
Chief Driving Instructor, Christian Maloof, was also unable 
to make it.  It seems sometimes this little inconvenience we 
call “work” can get in the way.  Thankfully we have great 
folks who can step in.  Roger Garrell and Assistant CDI, Phil 
Mather, split duties handling both the drivers’ meetings and 
classroom sessions.  Thanks as always to Rich Chang and 
Tom Krueger for handling the registration duties which can 
be a tedious and time consuming task.  Also a shout out to 
sponsors Germain Porsche and ArborMotion for providing 
breakfast and coffee.  Be sure to offer your thanks to any of 
these folks for their hard work in making our track events 
possible.  

Grid History
Blue skies, hot weather and some special vintage race cars 
made up the scene at Road America Race Track for the Brian 
Redman vintage race weekend this last July 14 - 17.  I was 
fortunate to attend this event with my son, Nick and some 
fellow RSR sidekicks; Mike O’Rear, Rick Mammel and Peter 
Grant.  This was the 50th anniversary of the famous Can-
Am race series and we were treated to a blast from the 
past.  For those of you who are unfamiliar with the Can-
Am Challenge, it was a “no holds barred” race series which 
did away with limitations on engine size, supercharging or 
turbocharging and there were very few rules in general.  
Porsche 917s came on the scene claiming 1580 bhp from 
its turbocharged twelve cylinder engine in qualifying mode.  
The wick was turned down to a mere 1,100 bhp for the 
races so that the engines might actually last the whole 
race.  As one can imagine, the 917s basically dominated 
the series leaving their competitors in their wake.  Boasted 
as being the most powerful race car in history, the Can-Am 
917 attracted rule makers to the series-without-rules, and 
entrants were required to attain three miles-per-gallon 
fuel economy.  This fuel mileage limitation killed Porsche’s 
competitive advantage and they pulled from the series.
   While there were no 917s at this event, the field was 
populated by plenty of other interesting bits of history.  If 
you think that the racing  at these vintage events isn’t intense 
you will find yourself  in error.  It is true that nobody wants 
to wad up one of these beautiful, historic pieces, but they 
are driven by real race car drivers and the competitive juices 
flow.  It was a great privilege to see these mobile pieces 
of history in their natural habitat while in the company 
of good friends.  If you haven’t been to Road America at 
Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, you’re  missing something special.  
This is arguably one of the best race tracks in our country 
and the folks in Wisconsin are as hospitable as they come. 

On the Grid
 By Tim Pott, RSR President
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Phil Mather serves as Assis-
tant Chief Instructor and ran 
this month’s Drivers’ Educa-
tion Event. (See page 30)

Jim Dowty serves as the club’s In-
surance Chair and organized RSR’s 
participation in the Ann Arbor 
Rolling Sculpture Show. (See page 
17.)

Jon Heidorn saw a need for 
an Ann Arbor Cars & Cof-
fee and filled it. (See story 
on page 20.)

  

 
Soar with RSR   

Sunday Sept. 11th 
Host:  Dave Finch & Peter Grant 

Picnic Master Chef:  John Kytasty 
 

 
 

Join RSR in Gregory, MI for an RSR 
sponsored picnic lunch and soaring at 

Richmond Field 
 

Glider Sessions @ $50 (cash) 
and up! 

 

! John (Burger Chef) Kytasty 
providing grilled burgers! 

! Bring Snacks or Dish to Pass 
and Lawn Chairs.. 

! Meet at the Zeeb Road McD’s 
at 10am for a 10:30 
departure. 

! Picnic tables are available. 
! Bring $50-$130 CASH if 

soaring.  
! Contact Dave Finch 

dfinch@raetech.com or Peter 
Grant pgrant@speakeasy.net 
for additional information. 

 
 

! (Back up date in case of rain: 
October 2nd) 
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August 2 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cab-
in, Plymouth

August 26-27 (Fri.-Sat.) RSR Drivers’ Education, Water-
ford Hills

August 28 (Sun) 9:30 AM: 3rd Annual Ann Arbor Chal-
lenge at Travis Pointe Country Club -- Hosts: Axel & 
Claudia Schmidt (see page 10)

September 11 (Sun.)  Soar with RSR -- Hosts: Dave Finch, 
Peter Grant & John Kytasty (see page 6)

Septmber 13 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

September 20 (Tue.) RSR Drivers’ Education, Waterford 
Hills

September 25 (Sun.) 9:00 AM: RSR Joins in Michigan 
Sports Car Club Autocross (see page 10)

October 4 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

October 15 (Sat.) Annual RSR Color Tour -- Hosts:  Stew-
art & Sally Free, Doug & Joanne Ash and Al & Claire 
Utter

November 1 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

November 6 (Sun.)  Annual RSR Polar Bear Run -- Host: 
Sebastian Gaeta

December 6 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

December 10 (Sat.) RSR Holiday Party -- Hosts: Tim Pott

RSR Calendar of Events

For more information on surrounding area events, see “Around the Zone” on page 29.

Blast From the Past

Jim & Liz Christopher hosted a drive to Krupp’s Novelty Shop near Flint. Leave it to Jim & Liz to find such a place.
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Howard	  
Cooper	   	  
Import	  

Porsche	  of	  Ann	  Arbor

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor
Come visit our brand new Porsche building

2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street.  go North 1/2 mile...

Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Current Membership 491*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

Andy & Nancy Sasyk ..................................31
Doug & Joanne Ash ...................................18
James & Susan Reynolds ...........................16
Kelly & Susan Roberts ................................15
Michael McGarry .......................................11
Martin Berthiaume ....................................10
Bun Ludy .....................................................  5
Wes Nardoni ...............................................  5
Larry Dupuis & Sue Robach .........................4
Gregory Lowe ..............................................4 
Michael Shore & Eilene Davis ......................4
Andrew & Terrie Thompson ........................4
John & Cheryl Tree ......................................4

Estella Woo & Michael Goebelbecker .........4
Giridhar Vedala ............................................3
Jeff Jones .....................................................2
Sean Lundberg .............................................2
Tony & Penny Morris ...................................2
David Mueller ..............................................2 
Brad Ohm ....................................................2
Garrett & Nichole Roberson ........................2
Brian Schanen ..............................................2
Jan & Marilyn Tripp .....................................2
Charles Brown III .........................................1
Thomas & Loretta Decker ............................1
William Farrah .............................................1

Ranjit Aiyagari
Ann Arbor, MI
1991 Guards Red 944 S2

Adam & Meghan McCloe
Plymouth, MI
2017 Sapphire Blue 911 Car-
rera

Matthew & Jennifer Romano
Ann Arbor, MI
1988 Guards Red 911 Carrera 
Targa

Mark & Betty Schick
Saline, MI
1966 Red 912 & 1995 Red 
911 Cabrio

Randall Stephens
Ypsilanti, MI
1999 Black 911 Carrera

Steven Upton
Ypsilanti, MI
2014 Geyser Grey 911 -50th 
Anniversary Edition

* Includes 298 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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Wanna  ght some cones?
Come join fellow RSR members and our

 friends at Michigan Sports Car Club
for a fun fast day of autocross action!
Never done autocross?  No problem!

We’ll help you learn, and you can run at
yyour own pace-- it’s a great and safe way

to experience our great cars! 

Sunday, September 25th
Schoolcraft College Public Safety Training Complex

Livonia, MI (just south of I-96 and Merriman)
Register at MyAutoEvents.com, search for “MSCC”

Registration opens 9AM
First Car on Track 11AM

Questions?  Contact
 John & Diane Thomson at jthomso4@gmail.com
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

A Step Back
The tribute car or resto-mod car is all the current rage now.   
Car enthusiasts are spending increasingly large sums of 
cash to buy replica cars with minimal levels of technology.  
It is a direct opposite effect to how manufacturers spend 
huge amounts of cash to achieve very high tech new mod-
els.   What are tribute car makers trying to achieve and how 
can they coexist with new car manufacturers?  Will tribute 
car makers or new car manufacturers offer the most pure 
driving experience? 
  New cars have some obvious advantages when it comes 
to comfort, reliability and access to technology.  The ques-
tion comes down to which of these features actually con-
tributes to the driving experience itself.  The other debat-
able issue is how is driving experience defined?  It doesn’t 
help the conversation that driving experience has no direct 
measure and involves sensations that are different to indi-
vidual people.   For some people raw feedback is the nir-
vana of the pure driving experience.   Others look for the 
isolation from noise and harshness and the effort less de-
livery of performance.  Some seek to be isolated from the 
world while others seek total connectivity.    
  Some people seek to reconnect with a simpler time of 
their youth.  Perhaps they seek the car they wanted in their 
youth but could not obtain.   Perhaps they already own a 
luxury car with futuristic technology that they offset by 
owning an old car to show the world that they have a prac-
tical side.   Perhaps it is just to show that there is still value 
in simplicity and purity with a machine that doesn’t have a 
highly challenging amount of technology to master.   The 
resto car offers the opportunity to own a classic car without 
the hassle of locating and restoring the real thing. 
  No one I know is willing to give up their modern car for 
the daily use of a retro car.  Few people are willing to ac-
cept the challenge to own and maintain an actual vintage 
car.  Vintage has become a new relative term.  Cars just a 
few decades old are considered vintage even though they 
can easily perform the routine driving tasks with the same 
abilities as their modern counterparts.  Modern cars such 
as the Mazda Miata, the Subaru BRZ, or even the Morgan, 
are there for the fringe of enthusiasts who seek a classical 
driving experience.  Manufacturers such as Porsche offer 
exclusive new models such as the 911R as a throwback to 
early days of performance cars.   Other manufacturers such 
as Singer, Race Car Replicas and Superformance rely totally 
on the nostalgia angle to sell cars with none of the current 
levels of technology.  Unfortunately that also often involves 

stepped back levels of safety with full government approval 
to avoid requirements such as air bags and crumple zones. 
  Back in 1973 my 2.7 liter 911 with 210 horsepower was 
considered to be at the sharp end of high performance and 
a rather large displacement for Porsche motors.   Just three 
years later the 3 liter Turbo was offered with a massive 260 
horsepower.  As Porsche engineer Ernst Furhman once said 
if he had known how much the displacement would grow 
in the 911 engine he would never had designed it as robust 
in the first place.  Owners of early models of Porsche may 
still have the last laugh as we contemplate future genera-
tions powered by small displacement four cylinder turbo 
engines.    The demands for stepping back to simpler times 
are a voice growing in strength.   But for some of us that 
voice never dimmed.  Many of us hung on to old cars before 
it became fashionable.  The value of our old cars grows be-
yond all reason but at the same time alters our ownership 
perspective to being caretakers rather than user of our cars.
  The tribute car and resto-mod car become justified not 
just as toys for the wealthy but as the enthusiasts’ alterna-
tive to modifying a classic survivor.  The Singer owner can 
use his 911 free of the guilt that a late model short hood 
911 was sacrificed to become a classic long hood 911.  Un-
obtainable early 911 parts become a non issue as any part 
can be manufactured and substituted with no impact on 
the value of the car.  If you own the real thing you don’t 
truly feel threatened by the tribute car.   The marketplace 
knows the real difference and recognizes the true value, 
at least for now.   And both types of owners can coexist 
in complete harmony as their conscience justifies their car 
choices.
 
Tom Fielitz

Singer Porsche
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As if your Porsche isn’t cool enough,
we can make it even cooler.

Quality AC work.

Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081
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Hot weather and the threat of rain storms reduced the crowd 
only slightly for this years Rolling Sculpture Car Show on Main 
Street, Ann Arbor.  Although not an RSR event, several mem-
bers brought their cars for public inspection.
 

If you’ve not been to Rolling Sculpture be sure to include it in 
next year’s summer calendar.

Rolling Sculpture Auto Show
Story by Editor Mike O’Rear, photos by Burgard Linn and Mark Haddlesey

Variety is what makes the event 
unique and great.

John & Diane Thompson displayed their 1961 
Karmann (notchback) coupe. Painted as a tribute 
to the 356 that Manfredo Lippmann drove in the 
La Carrera Panamericana.  The car is also on the 
cover of this issue. Parked to the left is Burghad 
Linn’s lovely 1986 Carrera.

ArborMotion customer Alex Pollock poses 
beside his 1964 Porsche 904 which took 
second place in the famous Targa Florio and 
First in Class in an 82 hour race at the Nur-
burgring.

Jim Dowty who coordinates club 
members who want to partici-
pate in the event makes sure his 
993 is presentable.

RSR President Tim 
Pott is also an orga-
nizer of the Rolling 
Sculpture show so 
he gets to swagger 
around with a two-
way radio.

At 10:00 PM the event is over and Past 
President Rick Mammel’s Turbo 993 
looks especially cool.

Left: Jim Schorr 
brought his 2015 
Cayman S.
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Our World Is Flat
By Pedro of Pedros Garage.  See more articles at  Pedro@PedrosGarage.com. See the ad on page 27.

In 1492 Christopher Columbus sailed west from Europe 
to what many considered the edge of the world, but he 
didn’t fall off.  Neither did Ferdinand Magellan some 27 
years later when he set off to circumnavigate the world, 
and although he died before finishing, his crew sailed on 
and proved that it was round.  
 That belief was held for another 429 years until another 
Ferdinand set out to prove Magellan and his crew wrong.
That other Ferdinand was Herr Porsche who in 1948 in the 
small Austrian town of Gmund, put a flat-4 engine in the 
middle of the now legendary Porsche 356 #1.
From that day on ...

 But, what is a flat engine and more importantly why is it 
flat? A flat engine, or a horizontally opposed engine has its 
cylinders arranged horizontally in 2 banks therefore mak-
ing it literally flat, as compared to the more common “V” 
or “vertical inline” types of engines.  
 The flat engine layout has several advantages for a sports 
car over the conventional designs:
• It occupies less vertical space allowing the car to have a 

lower profile
• It can be placed lower in the car thus lowering the center 

of gravity
• It is a very balanced (vibration-free) design because of the 

opposing motion
• It is easier to “air” cool
• It has lower rotational inertia (less weight on the crank) 

and less power loss
 Initially, Herr Porsche used flat-fours, borrowed from 
Volkswagen (also his design) and put them into the 356 and 
then into the 912 models.
 But, in 1963 Porsche decided that his cars needed more 
power so the first flat-six went into the now iconic 911.
It started out as a 2.0 liter, normally aspirated, air-cooled 
engine, which went through a myriad of changes, modifica-
tions and improvements throughout the years.  On some 
of those flat-6s, stating in 1975, Porsche also installed tur-
bochargers.
 In 1996 Porsches’s flat-6 engine got water-cooled and 
went into their brand new mid-engined platform, the 986 
Boxster, as a 2.5 liter, normally aspirated power plant.  
In 1999 a 3.4 liter version of that engine went into the first 

water-cooled 911, even though the previous two platforms 
of the air cooled 911s had sported displacements of 3.6 
liters (964 and 993).  Flat-6s with 3.8 liters were used in 
some of the “S” platforms, and on some high-performance 
models (997 GT3 RSR and 997 GT3 Cup) the displacement 
eventually went as high as 4.0 liters which is what the 
factory claims is the largest displacement possible while 
maintaining optimum efficiency, power output and ease of 
cooling.
 Aside from the flat-4 and flat-6 engines Porsche also 
built several other flat power plants, exclusively for racing:
•  1.5L and 2.0L flat-8 in the 718 (1961 and 1962)
• 2.0L and 2.2L flat-8 in the 907 (1967)
• 3.0L flat 8 in the 908 (1968)
• 4.5L flat-12 in the 917 (1969)
• 5.0L flat-12 in the 917 (1970)
• 5.4L flat-12 Twin-Turbo in the 1973 Can-Am 917/30 with 

the following specs:
     • 1,580 HP
     • 0-60 mph in 2.1 seconds
     • 0-100 in 3.9 seconds
     • 0-200 in 13.4 seconds
     • Top speed in excess of 240 mph
 And even though Porsche made earth-shattering chang-
es for 2017 by announcing that it was eliminating the nor-
mally-aspirated flat-6 engines in both the Boxster and Cay-
man platforms and exclusively offering 4-cylinder [gasp!] 
turbocharged  engines ... ... and now we wonder what will 
they sound like?
 In order to make them sound more like a Porsche and 
less like a Subaru Sti flat-4, Porsche amplifies the sound by 
using a resonator and an electric valve which pumps the 
sound into the cabin.  At least it’s real sound, albeit ampli-
fied, and not a fake engine sound track through the car’s 
speakers as some other manufacturers such as VW with 
the GTI and BMW with the M5 have done :(
 These new blown flat-4s are being offered with gobs of 
power and torque, but ...
... The Symphony in flat-6 will be missed.  

Rest in Peace, flat-6.
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Notice how a Porsche 356C makes Valerie Roedenbeck ap-
pear so flexible and graceful.
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Cars & Coffee -- Ann Arbor
Story by Editor Mike O’Rear, photos by

RSR’s First Flash Drive
Story by Editor Mike O’Rear, photos by Axel Schmidt

RSR Member and first club President Matt Huber wanted 
to see if spontaneous driving events would appeal to other 
members.  Matt’s format is simple.  He has our Member-
ship Chair Glenn Trapp put out an email blast announcing 
a place to meet and a destination for brunch.  No RSVPs 
necessary.  Just a great chance to get out your Porsche and 

have fun with other members.
 His first event was held on May 9th when seven people 
in five cars rendezvoused in Milford and drove to the Bit-
tersweet Café in Holly for brunch. 
 Thanks Matt for following through on a the great idea!

How many of us say, “Wouldn’t it be neat if...”, but never do 
anything about it.  Member Jon Heidorn is not one them.  
Jon yearned for a Cars & Coffee event in Ann Arbor like the 
famed events in Southern California and elsewhere.  Then 
he did something about it.  He went to Zingerman’s Road-
house at Stadium and Jackson Roads and received permis-
sion to have a car gathering in their parking lot on the third 
Saturday of every month -- April through October.
 And what an event it has turned out to be.  Once primar-
ily RSR members and their Porsches it now sees a variety of 
cars and gearheads. 

(For more info see the ad on page 27)
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43706 Utica Rd / Sterling Heights / 48314 / 586.991.2455 

 Compromise is for politicians 
When you’re ready to take your sports car to 
the next level, we’re ready to help. Tailored 
vehicle development for the enthusiast    
unwilling to compromise.  Contact us today.  
contactvrp@vrperformance.com 
www.vrperformance.com 
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty

Rd.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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TEAM ILLUMINATA MOTORSPORT

teamilluminata.com
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It took a while, but I finally got my approval from TÜV 
(Technischer Überwachungsverein) for my 2008 Subaru 
Impreza WRX STI. This is necessary to register my car in 
Germany. A car requires this approval every two years.
(Other organizations, such as DEKRA, can also do vehicle 
inspections.)
 So how was I able to get my U.S. car through TÜV? The 
American Way—through hard work (translation: I kept pay-
ing to get stuff done) and perseverance (translation: I kept 
lying). As far as I could tell, I had three months to get this 
done after the car arrived in Germany.
I had prepared for this as much as I could while in the U.S. 
based on my previous experience, but I wasn’t able to cov-
er everything.

Paper Work
What would a German inspection be without someone 
asking for my papers, please? In this case, it’s something 
called a Datenblatt (data sheet). If you have connections or 
contacts to an automobile manufacturer, you can try to get 
one from them.
 Or TÜV can supply one for your car (if available), but it’s 
not cheap. Their Datenblatt for my Subaru cost 255€.
If you’re following along at home, the organization that 
says I need a Datenblatt can sell me one. That seems legit.
 So what’s on this document? Basic vehicle information 
like car type, power, dimensions, etc. An important num-
ber is the CO2 level. It’s pretty much what you would find 
on the internet for your car. Except this has a 255€ TÜV 

stamp on it, so it’s mo’ 
better.  What wasn’t 
there is which Euro 
norm (1-6) my car 
meets, which would 
have saved me money 
on customs taxes.
  I also needed to 
show the vehicle title 
for the car. They ac-
tually wanted a Fah-
rzeugschein (a car’s 
own German ID pa-
pers, please), and the 
title was the closest 
that comes to it from 
America.

Cost: 255€ (varies slightly with car type)

General Inspection
A general inspection is done to make sure things aren’t fall-
ing off the car, and that the stuff that’s on the car is sup-
posed to be there. There was a brief rolling test and then 
the car was put on a lift and inspected from below for dam-
age, wear, leaks, etc. The inspector also checked things like 
proper seat belts, correctly labeled windows, and working 
switches.
He looked for correct stickers, serial numbers, etc. He add-
ed the label in the picture below, which included the VIN 
and the weight of the car (front/rear). And yes, I already 
have a sticker that has exactly this same information on the 
same b-pillar. When I pointed this out, he said it didn’t mat-
ter. Maybe the numbers have to be in German.

 This inspection was my first gotcha—the windshield. It 
had a few chips on it that have been there since the first 
months I’ve owned the car (thanks, I-96 in Novi, MI). The 
chips aren’t even as big as a typical Detroit bullet hole, but 
the windshield still had to be replaced.

    The second item he no-
ticed were my springs. I 
am running RCE yellows, 
which are not production. 
And they’re yellow. I didn’t 
get a chance to paint them 
black (or pink) before I 
moved, and the rubber/
plastic covers on them 
have almost completely 
peeled off. I told him that 
those were Subaru Perfor-
mance Tuning parts, and 

that the STI came with standard “race car” parts on the 
car, like Brembo brakes, bigger sway bars (note: also not 
production), etc.  He bought that answer.

Are You TÜV Enough?
Story by regular contributor Emmanual Garcia, RSR’s Cranky Webveister (see his blog at Crankydriver.com)

Whatever.  As long as TÜV is happy.

Even Germans use a 
quarter for  size compari-
son. (No, not really.)
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 I had waited to get my inspection until I had installed my 
OEM summer tires and wheels again, as I use smaller win-
ter tires on non-TÜV approved wheels. The winter wheels 
would not have passed.
 Things that he missed: downpipe (with 6 months of 
weathering), RCE sway bars, drop links, lower ride height, 
Killer B oil pan behind the plastic undertray.
 Things he asked about: production tires, production 
brakes, safety vests, first aid kit
Cost: 300€ (windshield), 10€ (first aid kit)

Emissions Testing
I don’t really want to delve deeply into this topic, but let’s 
just say that I had many reasons to think that this could 
have been a problem for my 8-year-old car. Older cars 
could be missing air pumps, could have larger injectors, or 
may have been re-tuned to keep them running “smoothly.” 
Luckily, my car just had a tune-up to keep it as close to pro-
duction as possible. As far as you know.
 TÜV checked to see if there are any stored faults in the 
car. It doesn’t matter if the fault is active or not, it will need 
to get cleared. I overheard this a couple of times with other 
customers there. I’m sure TÜV did an OBD readiness check, 
too.
 The smog test was static. The engine was revved to 
specific rpms as the gasses were collected and measured. 
I’m not sure what levels they were tested to (Anlage VIII 
StVZO). All I know is that my car passed—no VW trickery 
needed. Let’s leave it at that.

Bright Nights, City Lights
Meeting European/German requirements for lights was 
actually my biggest headache. There is a requirement for 
reflectors in the back, which my car met. This was done 
with a visual check. I did not have a rear fog light, however, 
Looking online before I moved, I thought I could recreate 
the German version of this. It involves taking the driver re-
verse/back up lamp (7440) and turning it into a back up/
fog light lamp (7443) and putting a red film over the back 

up lens.
I ordered some of the parts in the U.S., but ran into the is-
sue of not getting the light bulb socket that I needed. The 
Subaru dealer here simply ordered the necessary parts. I 
had already run wiring to the hatch for this modification, 
which they used.

 The U.S. dealer-installed front fog lights also didn’t pass 
muster. TÜV didn’t think they were bright enough (9006 
HB4 @ 55W). The dealer here said they would simply dis-
connect them because they are not mandated in Germany. 
And yes, I had just gotten these fixed while in the U.S. to 
pass this inspection.  (You may be asking yourself, what 
would happen if the dealer unplugged the fog lights, TÜV 
approved the change, and then the owner plugged the 
lights back in? Well, a typical German owner would never 
do such a thing.)
 Next were the high beams. My car uses 9005 HB3 bulbs, 
which are apparently not common here (he said you can’t 
just pick one up at a gas station). I have to carry the re-
placement bulbs in the car, just in case.
 Somehow, the inspector approved my low beams. He 
checked the brightness and the angle of the beams with his 
reflector device. He was happy that I could manually adjust 

Fingers crossed -- getting ready for emissions testing

This was my plan, but I couldn’t find all the parts 
I needed.

This is how it turned out with the actual left rear 
light housing.  When I back up, the red fog lightg 
wil turn on as well, but not as bright.

(Continued on page 26)
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the beams completely down and meet whatever require-
ment he had in mind.
But… according to what I’ve read, xenon lights have to be 
self-leveling in Germany. Mine are not. Also, the beam pat-
tern is different, as there is a very sharp drop off in the 
beam pattern for on-coming traffic in Germany.  I was pret-
ty happy that he passed these lights, and so avoided having 
to replace them. 
 This lasted 10 minutes until he mentioned that the park 
lights (Standlicht) in the front were amber, and they were 
supposed to be white.  He wouldn’t accept using the day-
time running lights as the white Stadtlicht because the am-
ber ones still glow when the park lights are switched on.
 After some research, I ordered LED lights that are white 
when used as park lights, and amber when used as blink-
ers. These Chinese-made LEDs seem just the ticket, but 

TÜV would not allow them 
when I brought the car 
back. These lights have no 
TÜV-approved documenta-
tion on their power dissipa-
tion, etc., so I could not use 
them.
    In the end, I had to order 
new German xenon head 
lights with the park lights, 
which cost 720€ each, in-

stead of a pair of 
LEDs for 10€ (and a 
new flasher). I think 
there was a small 
chance that had I 
installed these LED 
bulbs initially, I could 
have used social 
engineering to get 
them passed on my 
first inspection.
  One thing that 
wasn’t checked was 

making sure my brakes lights were fused left and right. I 
had to get this modification the last time I went through 
this. I’m sure there were many other things that he checked 
that my Japanese-built car may have accidentally had, but 
didn’t mention to me. In the end, it was all about the lights. 
 Cost: 1440€ (headlights), 67€ (rear fog light)

The Bill
Discounting the windshield, the total in parts and paper-

work is 1772€. The TÜV inspection itself cost 228€. Labor 
and taxes for the changes was not trivial, but in theory I 
could have done the work myself if I had a garage big 
enough to fit me and the car inside at the same time. With 
everything included, it’s actually well over 3000€. And then 
there’s the shipping costs of the car from the U.S. ($1900), 
with more costs to come.
 Also, please be amazed that bringing an American-spec 
car to Germany is even conceivable. The opposite—bring-
ing a non-U.S. car to America—is next to impossible. There 
are exceptions for cars older than 25 years; for “Show and 
Display” cars, which is a very short list; and for cars that 
are very similar to those sold in the U.S. (i.e., Canadian cars 
that are almost like the U.S. version). That’s it.
 The real important points here are that Germany has a 
lot of rules, and that only an idiot would want to go through 
this.

Epilogue
I thought getting my vehicle registration would be smooth 
sailing after that. I went to the car registration office (Kfz 
Zulassungsstelle) and had the following conversation. Of-
ficial: Do you have your Unbedenklichkeitsbescheinigung 
or Verzollungsnachweis?
Me: My wuzzis?
That was the first question. It did get easier after that.
Official: Did you do that thing that all people in Germany 
do?
Me: No, we don’t do that in America.
Official: Do you have that thing that all German cars have?
Me: No, we don’t have that in America.
I guess I had to get even more stuff first.
(I want to say that all the officials that I dealt with here in 
the Allgäu region were very nice and helpful. Any frustra-
tion was because I didn’t know everything I needed before-
hand.)
 After spending a full day at both the Customs office (Zol-
lamt) to officially import my car and the car registration of-
fice, and while paying even more taxes and fees, I finally 
got my license plates and Fahrzeugschein. But I couldn’t 
quite drive home. They confiscated my Michigan plates 
when I got the German ones, and I couldn’t directly mount 
the square German plates on my American car.
 The guy that makes the license plates was out of the li-
cense plate holders for my size. He was about to help me 
drill holes into the plate when we decided that the over-
sized plate holder would work until I could get one with the 
right size. This was much better than looking like an idiot in 
a parking lot with a car that I couldn’t drive.

Burns white, blinks amber, 
annoys TÜV.

Nice, clean, regulation lights.  The 
expensive German version.

TÜV -- from page 25)

(Continued on facing page.)
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 After driving home, I decided that the square license 
plate looked goofy up front, so with the proper paperwork 
this time I went back to the registration office and bought a 
normal-shaped license plate.

 You can personalize the letters (A-ZZ) and numbers (1-
9999) after the Landkreis letters[1], if it fits on the license 
plate. I was going for Michigan roads I had lived by, like 
M-102 (8 Mile), M-24 (Telegraph Road), or business US-
23 (Main Street), but they were all taken so I just went for 
something more random. Michigan roads must be popular 

in Germany.
 Now all I have to do is call the Zulassungsstelle every 
six months to ask them not to throw away my Michigan 
vehicle title and license plates so I can bring my car back to 
the U.S.
 Why did I do this again?

Mind the Gap....between the sides of the li-
cense plate and the holder

	  

	  

3rd Saturday of Every 
Month  

(April – Oct) 
April	  16,	  May	  21,	  June	  18,	  July	  16,	  August	  20,	  

September	  17,	  October	  15	  

All	  Cars	  &	  Enthusiasts	  Welcome!	  
For	  more	  information	  on	  Cars	  and	  Coffee	  –	  	  

jonheidorn@comcast.net	  
	  

	  

Join	  us	  at	  Zingerman’s	  Roadhouse	  
2501	  Jackson	  Ave,	  Ann	  Arbor	  
7:30am	  –	  9:00am	  

This	  is	  Not	  A	  Rally	  Sport	  Region	  –	  Porsche	  Club	  of	  America	  Event	  
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I know, you’re wondering what the heck is he talking about?  
July is the middle of summer, what does that have to do 
with Christmas?  Well, let’s test your memory.  Last Decem-
ber we had a wonderful Christmas Party hosted by the great 
team at Porsche of Ann Arbor, and if you really stretch your 
memory, you’ll remember that Eric Gedeon had us all fill 
out entries for a door prize.  And that Door Prize was a day 
in Atlanta at the Porsche Experience Center.  And I was the 
lucky person to win the door prize!
 The team at Porsche of Ann Arbor also offered this door 
prize at the Maumee Region Christmas Party, and it has 
taken these past seven months for Rhiannon Stewart of 
Porsche Ann Arbor to line up the schedules of all involved; 
myself, my son Matt, Dave and Evelyn Zimmerman (Mau-
mee Region) JP Lammers, Kusull Kim (JP’s wife), Trisha 
Smith, Nick Bleau (all from Porsche Ann Arbor) and Ben and 
Nora Milam (Ben took the photos of the trip), and of course 
the Porsche Experience Team.  Needless to say this was not 
an easy task.
 Well, July 9th was the chosen day, and it was wonderful!  
We met in the lobby of the Four Seasons Hotel (Rhiannon 
picked a 5 star hotel to set the stage for our day at Porsche) 
at 10:40 for a short bus ride to the Porsche N.A. Headquar-
ters and we started our experience. 
 After our arrival, our first order of business was to sign in 
and pick up our passes.  Then we were off on a tour of the 
facility.  What an awesome building!  As you wander down 
the halls, there were new Porsches parked everywhere.  
One of the services offered at the Headquarters is a special 
orders section.  In this section you can order your vehicle 
and pick it up when it is delivered.  They also have their own 
mini museum.  During our visit the theme was the Evolution 
of the 911 and the Boxster.  They also just happened to have 
a 919 sitting in the hallway, but we were not able to drive 
that one.
 After our tour it was on to lunch in the Restaurant 356, 
which overlooked the track, the meal was great, but our at-
tention was continually drawn to the track.  After lunch we 
were off to the Drivers briefing which explained each of the 
six separate driving experiences. We were told not to worry, 
as the Pro would be with us in the car.
 Finally, the big moment was here as we walked down the 
stairs to find 10 new Porsches and Pros waiting for us, and 
we were not disappointed! 

Main Track:
This road course is 1.6 miles with two high-speed sections, 
and numerous curves, S curves and corners.  The pro gave  

braking, acceleration, and track line inputs, and let us learn 
and improve at our own pace.  We drove in 15 min seg-
ments so we could come back, switch cars and go out again.  
This also let us switch Pros, giving us slightly different ideas 
on driving the track.  This was the stereotypical track that 
you associate with Porsche.
Dynamics Area:
On this course we ran a cone slalom course and as the cars 
were PDK equipped, we were able to experience “Launch 
Control”.   Owning a manual transmission myself this was 
fun! Set the system to Sport plus, push the brake, run the 
engine up to red line, and release the brake.  Now I can ap-
preciate the 0 – 60 times!
Kick Plate:
This was fun! As water was being sprayed, we drove onto a 
wet section of straight track at 30 mph. Then the end of the 
car was kicked to the right or left putting us into a skid. Our 
job was to steer out of it.  
Low Friction Circle:
This was a wet, highly polished circle. Our goal was to four-
wheel drift around the circle.  This took work!
Low friction Handling:
This one was a short highly polished cement series of 
curves.  The goal was to put the car though the course with 
just steering and gas -- no brakes.  It was just one continu-
ous skid through the curves.
Off-Road:
We were driven to a special section of the track where two 
Cayennes were waiting for us.  We proceeded to go through 
an impossible course: 70-degree inclines, staggered rocks, 
19” water, skewed log bridges, and more.  All in the comfort 
of the Cayenne!   This SUV is awesome.
 With 15 min. segments, we were able to switch cars: Car-
rera S, Carrera 4S, Caymen, and Boxster (top up or down). 
With such a variety of cars we were able to experience the 
differences in handling and performance.   As the day went 
on, we were able to concentrate on the car and course we 
preferred. 
 I thought that I was really starting to get the hang of the 
Road Course, until I switched seats with the Pro.  Oh well, I 
now have an excuse to go back!
 Christmas in July, you bet!  Porsche, as you would expect, 
has created a beautiful facility in Atlanta, and I want to give 
a sincere Thank You to Porsche of Ann Arbor for giving me 
this opportunity. 

Christmas In July
By RSR Member Al Utter
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Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
I have enjoyed the opportunity to attend many Parades 
since joining PCA.  They are always event filled weeks with 
more activities to attend than time, and this year was no 
different.  The 61st Annual Parade was held in Jay Peak, 
VT from June 19-25.  Parade officially begins with the Wel-
come Party on Sunday.  However, I arrived on Friday to at-
tend a number of meetings scheduled through Sunday eve-
ning, and had additional meetings throughout the week.  
On several mornings, I woke up before 5 a.m. and was in 
meetings until 6 p.m.
 Between all of the meetings, I was able to find time to 
enjoy some of the scheduled activities.  I even entered one 
of the many competitive events and brought home a first 
place trophy.  On Monday, I once again served as a Con-
cours Judge; this year judging the modified class.
 Tuesday, we visited a local winery and toured the Ben 
and Jerry’s Factory in nearby Waterbury, VT.  At the Con-
cours Banquet Tuesday evening, I had the honor of pre-
senting the Zone Rep Award to our own Francie Kish, Pa-
rade Facilities Chair and charter member of the Rally Sport 
Region.  Typically the Zone Reps submit their candidates 
and much discussion takes place over the course of sev-
eral months.  At the discretion of the Zone Reps, this award 
may or may not be given out on an annual basis.  It is one 
of the most prestigious awards in PCA and is given to the 
individual who in the opinion of the Zone Reps has made 
outstanding contributions to the club.  
 On Thursday, we participated in the Gimmick Rally, 
travelling throughout the area in search of the many cov-
ered bridges, and stopping to eat lunch at the Trapp Fam-
ily Lodge.  Thursday evening, we hosted the Zone 4 Party, 
which was well attended and enjoyed by everyone.  A great 
deal of thanks goes to Chris Braden of Munk’s Motors for 
sponsoring the Zone 4 Party as well as once again sponsor-
ing the extremely popular Zone 4 Parade shirts.  We cer-
tainly appreciate his generosity and continued support of 
Zone 4 Events.
 Friday, I attended the Tech Academy and enjoyed a sun-
set dinner cruise on Lake Memphremagog, taking us across 
the US/Canadian border.  Saturday was another very busy 
day.  It began with the Volunteer Lunch, during which I was 

asked by National President Caren Cooper if I would do the 
honor of leading the Parade of several hundred Porsches 
from the resort to Newport.  The evening and the week 
ended with the Victory Banquet.  After all of the awards 
were announced and distributed, a short video was shown 
introducing us to Spokane, Washington, the site of next 
year’s Parade, which will be held 
July 9 – 15, 2017.
 As we continue to enjoy our very busy driving season, 
there are a number of wonderful events being offered 
throughout the zone.  Please remember to check your re-
gion’s website and newsletter, as well as the Zone 4 web-
site http://zone4.pca.org  for the most up to date list of 
events available to you.  I hope you will expand your ho-
rizons and travel to some of the outstanding events being 
held throughout Zone 4, such as:
• Join Western Michigan Region on August 6 for the Red 

Barn Spectacular at the Gilmore Car Museum
• August 9 is Motor-Stadt Region’s Board meeting at Spag-

noulo’s in Okemos
• Ohio Valley Region’s Monthly Board Meeting and Mem-

ber Social is August 9
• On August 13 plan to attend Allegheny Region’s August 

Rush Road Rally
• Eastern Buckeye Region’s Scenic Drive to The Wine Mill 

in Peninsula, OH is August 13.
• Northern Ohio Region’s Garage Tour is August 14
• August 19-21 is Mid-Ohio Region’s Instructed HPDE at 

the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
• Maumee Valley Region’s August House Party is August 20
• August 21 is Southeast Michigan Region’s Annual Family 

Picnic and Concours
• Rally Sport Region’s Waterford Hills Weekend Track Days 

are August 26-27
• August 27 is Central Indiana Region’s Carmel Artomobilia 

Car Show 
• Michiana Region’s Autocross at TireRack in South Bend is 

August 27
I look forward to having the opportunity of meeting each 
and every one of you as I visit each region throughout the 
year. If you have any questions or comments please feel 
free to contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com.

Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano

Zone 4 Representative
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Thirty-eight students and 17 instructors showed up on 
Tuesday, July 19 for Rally Sport Region’s July DE. In the ab-
sence of Christian Maloof, Assistant Chief Instructor Phil 
Mather coordinated a great and safe day of track driving.  
ArborMotion and Porsche of Ann Arbor again provided 
breakfast and water throughout the day.
 Several members came for their first DE event and were 
enthusiastic about their experience.  They will be back.
 The August Waterford Hills event will be held on Friday 

and Saturday -- something new in the schedule. Hopefully 
some of you who can’t get away for the normal Tuesday 
events will be able to join us.

(Note: Friday’s event is for instructors and Advanced Driv-
ers. Saturday is open to all.  Go to www.motorsportreg.
com for details.)

Waterford Hills Drivers’ Education
Story by Editor Mike O’Rear, photos by Mike O’Rear and Glenn Trapp

Kristin Gedeon experiences her first DE session in a 2002 Box-
ster S.

Class Room Instructor Roger Garrell (left) and 
Assistent Chief Instructor Phil Mather (with flag) 
review the safety procedures during the drivers’ 
meeting.

Hard on the brakes at the end of the back straight, new 
RSR member Adam McCloe brought his new 2017 Car-
rera for a first time on the track.John Shoemake brought his 2012 Carrera S to his first DE and  

came away hooked!

It is hard not to notice Instructor Tom 
Bloom’s Cayman at speed.

Tonya Kneff-Chang bought her Mazda and was quick to be-
come smooth and fast.
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Robyn Christen a SEM-PCA member and common par-
ticpant at RSR DE’s takes the checkered flag and wins 
another DE session.

Blue Group lines up on the grid for a ses-
sion.

New member Matthew Romano brought his im-
maculate 1988 911 Targa to give track a try. Nice to 
see another air-cooled car on the track.

John Shoemake and Adam McCloe share the excitement of 
their first DE experience.

Club Vice President Peter Grant brought his, new to him, 1985 
Carrera.  Another lovingly treated air-cooled car!

Roger Garrel entertains and informs Green students in 
the afternoon’s Classroom session.
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CARS FOR SALE  

2008 911 Turbo Cabrio-
let:  One owner, garage 
kept vehicle that has 
never seen rain or snow, 
and has been 100% 
dealer maintained. All 
wheel drive, Tiptronic 

S, full leather interior, Bose Sound System and Navigation.  
Perfect condition with 11,095 miles.  Asking $79,500. Call or 
text Bob Hlavaty at 313-805-7208. (08/16)

1995 Porsche 911 Carrera: Guards Red/Cashmere, 82,600 
miles. Pristine 993, with 
RS upgrades for street 
& track. Options: sun-
roof, A/C, power seat, 
cruise & more. RS: cold 
intake; brakes; flywheel 
& clutch; adj. sway bars; 

eng. mounts; R. wing; side skirts; front spoiler & more. Plus: 
G50/21-02 C.R. gearbox; LSD; Bilstein springs & adj. shocks; 
strut brace; Recaro seats in matching leather (+ comp. seats 
& mounts); bolt-in roll bar; HID headlamps; Fikse FM 10 
wheels & new Sumitomo HTRZ tires. Audio: Alpine, Infin-
ity speakers & crossover, preamp & Butler 475 power amp. 
Complete history, extensive records & receipts available. 
$53,900. Contact Conrad at 734.645.5778 or Conrad@SellY-
ourSportsCar.net (08/16)

2008 Cayman S:  70K Miles. Enthusiast owned, always ga-
raged, and never driven in 
winter.   Meteor grey metal-
lic exterior with stone grey 
interior.  6 spd manual (new 
clutch).  Options include 
“Preferred Package” (match-
ing floor mats, colored 

Porsche crest wheel caps, Bose high end sound, rain sensing 
wipers, automatic day/night mirrors),  heated/power seats 
with memory, Bi-Xenon Headlamps Package (auto leveling), 
auto climate control and 19 inch Carrera Classic wheels.  Full 
service records since purchased Certified Pre-owned at 18K.  
Moving to a right hand drive country and I am unable to 
take it with me sadly.   Asking $29K.  Email me at benedic-
twd@gmail.com. (08/16)

1991 Porsche 944 S2 cabriolet:  Beautiful low-mileage 
(49,925) Guards Red over 
Black and selling only 
to make room for a new 
convertible. A gorgeous 
car with the perfect bal-
ance of handling and 
power. No track usage or 

accidents, no dents or dings. Timing belt and tensioners as 
well as water pump replaced at 45K miles. A/C upgraded to 
R134a. Power convertible top and boot cover in excellent 
shape. Blaupunkt radio upgraded with bluetooth/SD card 
playback, original Blaupunkt amplifier/equalizer and speak-
ers. New carbon ceramic brake pads and tires. A car that 
truly needs nothing! All service records, always garaged, 
excellent condition. Includes custom car cover, as well as 2 
sets of floor mats. The 1991 is a particularly rare car, as only 
562 of the 944 S2 cabriolets were sold in the United States. 
As a result, these are increasing in value. For reference, 
google: hagerty 1991 944s2. I am a PCA member and have 
lovingly and meticulously had this car serviced by Porsche/
Bosch certified technicians. Car is located in Ann Arbor.  
Contact Ranjit Aiyagari at (734) 255-9051 (08/16)

2006 C2S Cab: Only 28,000 miles. Garaged and in great 
condition. Full leather, 
Sport Chrono, 6 speed.  
Always babied and 
serviced regularly at 
Arbormotion.  New 
tires.  Has all the mod-

ern tech - Apple CarPlay, Nav, Ipod integration, bluetooth, 
hands-free wireless calling.  SmartTop - Factory remote 
raises/lowers the convertible top.  Hard-to-find gray leath-
er is great in the sun.  Love this car but need something a 
little larger.  MSRP was $103k.  $46,000/obo.  Contact Todd 
with questions - tpgoldberg@gmail.com or 312-953-1953. 
(06/16)

OTHER ITEMS

Fuel Tank: 1-Weather Guard D88-Gal. Diesel Fuel Tank & 
Pump Model No. 354-3; Price: $600.00. Call or Text: Wes @ 
248-425-1112 in South, Lyon, MI for pictures, pick-up only. 
(08/16)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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Wheels: 4-Zinik Rims & Fierce Tires: 18” Chrome Wheels, 
10-Spoke, Two 5-Lug Mounting Patterns; mounted on 
HP 225/40R18 88H Tires, Basically Brand New. Price: 
$1200.00.  4-Porsche Turbo Twist Polished Aluminum 18” 
Rims & Tires: Front: 8x18-Rims with Sumitomo HTRZII 
235/40ZR/18 91Y Tires. Rear: 11x18-Rims with Sumitomo 
HTRZII 275/35ZR/18 95W Tires. Less than 2000-miles on 
tires which have a very wide thread-width and a great 
thread pattern. Includes 4-antique solid polished alumi-
num stamped center caps with the Porsche Crest. Price: 
$2800.00.  Pirelli PZero Asimmetrico Tires only: 2-Front: 
225/40ZR/18, 2-Rear: 295/30ZR/18. Tires only; maybe 
8-yrs old a little hard plenty of thread left for abuse, best 
offer.  Call or Text: Wes @ 248-425-1112 in South, Lyon, MI 
for pictures, pick-up only. (08/16)

Chatterbox Tandem Communicator Kit for DE: Recharge-
able battery. Includes AC adapter, student headset and 
microphones. Excellent condition. New price: $120. Asking 
$60. Andy 734-718-6432. (07/16)
Cobra Sebring Pro Race Seat for sale: 2009 model. Excel-
lent condition. $1k new. $450 OBO. Andy 734-718-6432. 
(07/16)
 
Engine lift table: Harbor Freight 1000 lb. capacity hydraulic 
table cart. Used condition. New price $260. Asking $120. 
Andy 734-718-6432. (07/16)

Bridgeport Vertical Mill: Round head older model all 
manual operation. Comes with 
some tooling.  Perfect for home 
or small business workshop, as it 
is already converted to 110 Volt. 
Reason for sale: I bought an even 
bigger one! $750 Peter Maeh-
ling 734-446-4327. Machine is in 
Brighton. (06/16

2015 Car Trailer: 18’, 7,000 GVWR, full diamond plate deck. 
Deluxe upgrades include 2- 3500 lb. lug axles with brakes 
on both, radial tires 205/75 R15, adjustable 2 5/16” cou-
pler, swing up jack, teardrop fenders, 8 D-ring tie-downs, 
5’ smooth surface loading ramps that slide into racks un-
der rear floor, mounted spare wheel with radial tire, break 
away kit with safety chains, full reflective tape and LED 
lights. Nearly new, used twice. $2399.  Contact Richard 
Zarbo at hawk914@comcast.net (04/16)

1979 911 SC Parts: hood - excelent conditon $550 obo;
right side stock fender 911- good conditon 499.00 obo;
1979 fender carbon fiber- 911 good shape   399.00 obo;
front RSR fiberglass bumber with a center oil cooler grille 
for 1979 car 275.00 obo; Front early 911 fender fiberglass. 
200,00 obo. These parts are from a very clean 1979 SC and 
are in used but very good shape- ideal for race parts or 
a project SC Have photos. Contact Ron Pruette, rpsurfr@
gmail.com or 248 821 8670 (04/16)

997 GT3 Parts: I am parting out a 2007 997 GT3 with 7,506 
miles. I had an accident at a Drivers Education event in Sep-
tember that resulted in a slow roll. The car was totaled, 
but many parts are being parted/sold from this great car. 
Outer two front radiator assemblies. $1,750. Rear motor 
mounts. $600 pair. Four piece Rennsport aluminum pedal 
set. Adjustable throttle piece. $300 set. Shifter assembly 
with e-brake assembly. Alcantara. $1,950. Windshield wip-
er assembly with wipers. $250. Navigation GPS box. $350. 
Hood. Lightweight. $1,200.  Hood opener assembly. $250. 
Front suspension assembly including OEM coil over shocks 
& steering rack. $3,500. Right rear suspension including 
coil over shock and half shaft. $1,200. Left rear suspension 
including coil over shock and half shaft. Broken lower arms. 
$500. 3 sets new Pirelli race slicks. 6 rear 295/680/19 and 6 
front 235/645/19. $3,000 firm for all or $1,250 per set of 4. 
Total available: 8 rears and 6 fronts. Four Victor Racing 19” 
wheels with used slicks. Silver. $1,200. 7” front with a  total 
offset from the inner lip of 6 7/16”. 11” rear with a total 
offset from the inner lip of 7 ½”. All items must be prepaid. 
Shipping is extra. I have photos of most items and a video 
of the engine running. Reasonable offers will be accepted, 
especially if bundling parts. Contact Tom Green at 734-417-
0030 or paragonsvc@aol.com. (12/15)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/15) 

WANTED ITEMS
911 Seats:  Looking for a set of seats for my ‘86 911.  Can be in need 
of restoration as long as the foam is in good shape.  Interested in 
something with good thigh/kidney bolster support for track days 
but no fixed backs to keep my wife happy on tour days. 80’s Reca-
ro’s (doesn’t have to be from Porsche) or “sport” seats would be 
preferred.  Would like to keep cost low.  Contact g.roberson567@
yahoo.com with offers. (3/16)

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer please contact 
Mike O’Rear at  morear734@gmail.com (Put “Bahn Storm-
er Ad” in the subject line).  Non-members will be charged 
$5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be re-
moved unless resubmitted.
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Last month, I wrote about Driver Education and how hard 
it must be to be an instructor given the incredible number 
of variables they are presented with each time they greet 
a new student and car. I can only repeat my praise for the 
incredible job they do. But I thought this month I’d spend 
a bit of time reflecting on Driver Education from the stu-
dent’s point of view. Hmmmm?  
 Why am I here? What a great question, and one you 
can ask yourself in just about any situation/place you find 
yourself in. So here you are at the track. You’ve had the car 
pre-teched, you got here, and now you’ve emptied the car 
of all the loose stuff that’s been banging around in there 
for the last year or two. (come to think of it, might be a 
good way to get daughter #1 to clean her car out…do a 
driver’s school). You’ve registered and put the numbers on 
your car…green ones for all to see. You’re a newbie. You’ve 
got about 45 minutes before the first class session starts, 
and then it will be time for the track.
 So why am I here? A part of you is saying: Why am I so 
nervous? And what the hell made me think this was a good 
idea in the first place? Good grief, I could crash, wreck my 
car, or even hurt myself! Maybe it’s not too late to sneak 
out of this place and no one will be the wiser. Meanwhile, 
in another part of you, your Sterling Moss mentality has 
taken over and you are highly confident you’re going to 
so blow your instructor’s mind with your skill and car han-
dling abilities that he’ll promote you immediately to the 
blue group, wherein you’ll easily pass even the fastest of 
the cars in that group.
 Wow! In the meantime, back in the real world, your 
stomach is churning and turning laps inside your belly, and 
you’re starting to ask again…why am I here? Well, in basic 
terms, you’re here to find out what your car is capable of, 
and what you’re capable of in terms of handling it and ne-
gotiating the course at speed. And after all the turmoil is 
past and you’ve put your first (or 100th) track day behind 
you, the euphoria you feel in realizing that in both cases…
the car and yourself…the limits and capabilities are far 
higher than your (real) expectations could have imagined 
is almost as good as se*…well, just about anything. 
 So the answer to the question “why am I here” is actu-
ally very simple…to learn. After all, it is called Driver Edu-
cation! So you learn in the classroom about the dynamics 
of your car and how they effect it’s weight distribution in 
various situations on the track. What effects up and down 

hill sections have, as well as on, off, and neutral camber. 
Where the optimum turn in points are, where the apex 
is, how far to track out, where you need to be positioned 
on the track to properly enter the next turn. When to 
brake and when to accelerate. You will also learn about 
yourself…what a proper driving position is for proper car 
control, where you should be focusing your eyes while on 
track, where to grip (gently) the steering wheel, and how 
to relax and let the seat and belts hold you in place as you 
turn and brake. That smooth gives much better lap times 
than jerky, but in terms of your feet and hands, you need 
to learn the difference between fast and smooth feet vs. 
and fast and jerky feet. Same for the hands and steering 
input…the speed of the movement’s can be the same, but 
the dynamics very different. And please imagine you have 
an egg between your right foot and the accelerator. 
 The beauty of the entire educational process comes 
when what’s been learned about the car and what the driv-
er has learned meld together into a single piece…when car 
and driver act as a single entity and execute what can only 
be called “poetry in motion” as the course is negotiated.  I 
think the closer you get to this single entity relationship 
between car and driver, the closer you can get to pushing 
the car to it’s absolute limits…in other words, driving at 
10/10ths.
 Of course, once a green student settles down (the stom-
ach has stopped doing laps and the car has) and comes to 
terms with the fact that he/she is no Sterling Moss and that 
there is indeed a lot to learn, working on personal skills 
and applying them to the car results in something less than 
10/10ths, but there is always that one turn in, that one 
apex, that one exit that was perfectly executed that brings 
the smile and the satisfaction of knowing you’ve “nailed 
it”…and the instructor’s comment “good job”. And that’s 
the one that brings you back!
 10/10ths driving for anything but short periods of time 
is beyond the reach of even the most accomplished ama-
teur driver, but as someone famous once said: “Ah! That a 
man’s reach should exceed his grasp, or what’s a heaven 
for?”

Welcome to the track!

From the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant
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Members & Visitor Present: John McIver, Eric Gedeon, Scott 
Kempf, Gary Hibler, Tom Bliznik, Betty Schick, Mark Schick, Jon 
Heidorn, Joe Conen, Beth Peterson, Rick Peterson, Kevin Kral, 
Bill Abbe, Rich Chang, Wes Nardoni, Diane & John Thomson,  
Matthew Romano, Chris Conlin, Adam McCloe, Glenn Trapp: 
Historian/Membership, Mike O’Rear: Editor, Matt Huber, Wes 
Rozan, and Greg Mercier.

Call to Order:  Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 7:05PM 
at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

President’s Report: Tim Pott reported that the Grattan event 
was a smashing success!  He acknowledges all the volunteers 
and Christian Maloof for all the hard work.  Waterford event 
was also a great success.

Meeting Minutes:  June minutes were reviewed.  Motion: To 
approve meeting minutes passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the June report. 
Motion: To approve financial report passed unanimously.   RE-
MINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any RSR Club 
member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn (burghard.
linn@gmail.com).

Insurance Report:  Jim Dowty absent but Dave Cooper has his 
certificate for the next event.

Advertising Report: Rick Mammel stated that we are at ca-
pacity with advertisers.

Membership:  Glenn Trapp stated that the club has 297 mem-
bers.

Track Report:  Rich Chang reported that we are all set for the 
next Waterford event.

Newsletter:  Mike O’Rear asked for input to the next newslet-
ter by July 24.

Events Committee:  David Cooper reported:

• July 31: Zone 4 Concours at the Concours. The Inn at St 
John, Plymouth, Dave and Norah Cooper 

• Aug 28: Ann Arbor Challenge - YEAR 3!  Hosts:  Axel and 
Claudia Schmidt

• Sept 11: Soar with RSR!  Tri-Hosts:  Dave Finch, Peter Grant 
and John Kytasty.  Details to follow. Back up date:  2 weeks 
later. Peter Grant will update ad for the new letter.

• Oct 15: Annual RSR Color Tour Hosts:  Stewart and Sally 
Free.  Details to follow.

• Nov 6: Polar Bear Run Host: Sebastian Gaeta
• Dec 10: Annual RSR Holiday Party Hosts: Tim Pott.  He is 

looking for venues.
 
New Business:  John McIver spoke about an autocross event.  
He will be putting an ad into the newsletter for the Michigan 
Sport Car Club autocross event in Livonia.  He will use this 
event to measure the interest for an RSR event for next year.

Old Business: None

Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed with 6 yea votes and 
1 nay vote at 7:58PM.

Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, July 12, 2016
Tim Pott:  President........................................................... Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President ............................................... Absent
Burghard Linn: Treasurer .................................................. Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ........................................... Present
Dave Cooper:  Events Committee ..................................... Present 
Rick Mammel: Past President & Advertising ..................... Present  

Jim Dowty:  Insurance Chair ............................................... Absent
John Kytasty ...................................................................... Present 
Dan Kantrow ..................................................................... Present
Tom Krueger:  Track Registrar ........................................... Present 
Axel Schmidt ...................................................................... Absent
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2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI  48103
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