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Traction Control
By Rick Mammel, RSR President

Forty-seven previous Traction Controls
have passed before us, and as my term
as President of the Rally Sport Region
comes to an end with this issue, so
does my contribution to the monthly
page I call Traction Control. As I have
made light of so many times in the
past, coming up with content and
getting it in the editor’s hands before the Bahn Stormer
deadline was challenging. One might say I could only
find creativity at 2:00 am on the Sunday morning of the
submission deadline. Honestly I would do whatever it
took not to delay Kathy and Mike O’Rear from getting the
issue published on time. A big thanks for their patience in
dealing with my habitual last second submissions.
Regardless of circulation size, any venue that allows you
to recognize the contributions and achievements of others
is a good one. I am proud to have had that opportunity
to acknowledge the efforts of so many of our members
who volunteer tremendous amounts of their time and
resources. Those years of skipping out of English class to
sneak off to shop class certainly paid off for me as far as
making a good living for the last 40 years, but it did leave
me ill prepared to be a literary professional. Luckily that
skill set is not a requirement with this fine newsletter.
Let us be thankful that there is a filter in place that does
a good job of cleaning up those last minute submissions.
We are extremely fortunate that Kathy & Mike are there
to fine tune every word document I send through their
inbox. Over the years I have had several members tell me
how much they enjoyed my articles. I truly appreciate
their compliments and will proudly take credit for the
content, but the fact that my English teachers do not hit
high rotational speeds in their graves goes to our fabulous
editorial team.
Continuing my quest to make this last Traction Control
as sappy as UP maple syrup, let me also say how the task of
President is made continually seamless due to the efforts
of so many key RSR Members. It was truly an honor to have
these fine people, “have my back”. If you are not aware
of who these selfless members are, check out the Bahn
Stormer Official Page for the full list.
If you were to ask me what my favorite moment as
President was, I can’t easily supply the answer. There was
no specific favorite moment. My experience with the club
over the last 8 years has been the same regardless of my
position. Whether as a Member, Board Member, Vice

President or President, all moments resulted in just one
level of experience, a top notch one. As I have written on
this very page several times previously, the best people and
the best friends are members of the Rally Sport Region.
When people hear the title “president” most have the
thought, “it must be nice!” The reality is that the only
perk of having the “President” moniker, is knowing you
are able to participate and direct decisions that enhance
a positive experience for the club’s membership. Certainly
if there was a fat paycheck, lifetime pension, limo service
and a country club membership, I did not see it. With that
said, I don’t want to leave the impression that the position
needed reimbursement or even recognition. But as the
new President and Vice President take on their two-year
commitment, please take a moment to recognize that they
will have a lot more to do than meets the eye. I also happen
to know that the newly elected executives will make it look
so easy and seamless that there will be an impression that
it is a proverbial “cake walk”.
Before I reach my word limit for this page, I want to
make sure I recognize all the people who organized and
hosted club events this year. Thank you for the enormous
effort all of you put in on behalf of our terrific group of
enthusiasts.
Our club is ending 2015 on a high note. Besides a very
successful year of DE Events, social drives and membership
growth, we close it out with a new format for the Holiday
Party. In years past we would hold two major season-end
gatherings, the Annual General Meeting and the Holiday
Party. The AGM served as our celebration for “passing
the baton” from the current club executives to the newly
elected team announced during the AGM. The AGM has
been downscaled and rolled into the December board
meeting and the funds that previously went into the AGM
are now added to the Holiday Party budget. This is allowing
the Holiday Party to grow in size and scope.
For this year’s event, the format has been changed to
enable members to socially interact more easily. In years
past, the “choose your seat” sit down meals were very
successful but they locked participants down for a large
segment of the evening. This year will be a strolling evening
with ample stand up tables for everyone to mingle through
the venue. And a terrific venue it is. Thank you to Porsche
of Ann Arbor for opening up their facility for this fabulous
evening. Another big change to the format this year is that
the club is picking up the complete cost for the members’
(Continued on page 7)
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Annual Rally Sport Region's
Holiday Party
Please join us for a casual evening with fellow members and friends. The
evening is brought to you by Porsche of Ann Arbor and the Rally Sport
Region. There will be dining stations, an open bar and entertainment.
In years past the Holiday Party charge was $50 per person. This year there
is no charge for the party, but you are asked to bring unwrapped toys for
donation to the C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital. With a free event, please
consider converting those savings into the equivalent value of toys and
games, or a cash donation for the young patients at Mott.

Date: Saturday, December 5th
Time: 6:30-9:30
Where: Porsche of Ann Arbor,
2575 S. State Street, Ann Arbor
Dress: Business Casual
RSVP by November 23rd to metalworks@ameritech.net
Remember Mott Hospital treats children
from infants to age 18. Their suggestions
for new toy donations include:
New and Used Xbox 360 Games. Each
room has an Xbox 360
Infant and Toddler Toys
Play-Doh and accessories
Legos
Coloring Books
Craft kits (more complex projects)
Character toys (super heroes, Dora, etc)
Crayola art supplies
Hot Wheels Cars
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Please note that these are only
suggestions. Should you see a toy that
you feel would create the ultimate gift
for a sick child, feel free to “ramp it up.”
No time to shop for gifts? No problem!
Bring a check made out to UMHS Child
& Family Life.
For more information C.S. Mott
Children's Hospital's UMHS Child &
Family Life fund go to:
http://givetomott.org/ways-to-give/mott-wish-list/

RSR Calendar of Events
December 1 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

February 20 (Sat.) 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM: Time With Tim
at arborMotion -- Host Tim Pott

December 5 (Sat.): 6:30 - 9:30 PM: RSR Holiday Party at
Porsche of Ann Arbor (see page 6)

March 1 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

January 5 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Non-Meeting -Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth

March 19 (Sat.) 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM: Time With Tim at
arborMotion -- Host Tim Pott

January 23 (Sat.) 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM: Time With Tim
at arborMotion -- Host Tim Pott

April 5 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s Cabin,
Plymouth

February 2 (Tue.) 7:00 PM: RSR Club Meeting -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

For more information on surrounding area events, see “Around the Zone” on page 23.

Remember -- there is no Bahn
Stormer in January. See you
again in February as we launch
another year of Fast, Fun and
Friendly activities.







(Traction from page 5)
holiday merriment. In years past the evening came with a
charge of $50 per person. This year we have requested that
attendees converted the normal fees into an equal dollar
amount of toys or monetary contributions to go to CS Mott
Children’s Hospital. This is a huge charitable gesture from
our membership and one that directly enlarges the smiles
of children unfortunate enough to be hospitalized during
the holiday season. I look forward to hearing that the new
format is as big a success as Holiday parties of years past.
With good friends and a good cause, a positive answer
seems like a no brainer!
Thank you to the membership for allowing me the
pleasure to serve as your President these last 4 years.
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We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.
We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor

Come visit our brand new Porsche building
2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street. go North 1/2 mile...
Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.
Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Membership
Current Membership 480*

* Includes 289 Primary Members

Welcome New Members
Stephen Ascherl
Ann Arbor, MI
1990 Black 911 C2

Don Louwsma
Ypsilanti, MI
2008 Silver Boxster

Bill Lynch
Dexter, MI
2008 Silver 911 Carrera

John McIver
Northville, MI
2010 Grey 911 C4S

Member Anniversaries
Phil & Francie Kish.......................... 37
Tom Green...................................... 29
Brian Nao & Kathy Toy-Nao............ 24
Ken & Josie Bush............................ 17
William & Todd Houghton ............. 16
James & Deanna Utsler.................. 13
Kevin & Lugene Pritchard............... 12
Phil & Sarah Kingham....................... 8
Larry Webster................................... 5
Paul Eddleston.................................. 3

Keith & Kathy Knudsen..................... 3
Skip & Christopher Kuhn.................. 3
Rick & Beth Peterson........................ 2
Brian & Diana Thorpe....................... 2
Ryan Beekman.................................. 1
Ed Pagani.......................................... 1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter.
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-227-7854
or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen
PO Box 6400
Columbia, MD 21046
and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and
The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA
national.
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If
If you
you really
really like
like
your
your Porsche,
Porsche,
you’ll
you’ll love
love
Rennstatt.
Rennstatt.
We offer a high level of service, over 40 years of experience,
We offer
a high level of
service, 36 to
years
of experience,
and
a from-the-heart
commitment
getting
it right. We’re
a personal
face and
on your
flexible,
friendly
fair. mechanic, and a from-the-heart
commitment to getting it right. We’re flexible, friendly and fair.

“

I’m passionate about Porsches and
dedicated to getting it done right. Our
I’m
passionate
about
Porsches
shared
focus is your
vehicle,
be it a
and
I know
you are
too.car,
Oura shared
concours
winner,
a race
restored
focus
is car,
yourorvehicle,
be it a concours
vintage
a daily driver.

734.972.7194

A proud part of:
A proud part of:

”

winner, a race car, a restored vintage
car, or a daily driver.

•

www.Rennstatt.com

Customer Focused with a Technician’s Touch
Customer Focused with a Technician’s Touch

ArborMotion offers unmatched value for service and repair of
your Audi, VW, BMW, MINI, Mercedes, Volvo, Lexus and
most other European and Asian Brands.
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669 State Circle
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
phone 734.761.1088

www.arbormotion.com

Black Hats, White Knuckles
Story by regular contributor Emmanual Garcia, RSR’s Cranky Webveister (see his blog at Crankydriver.com)

Wired recently published a report about hackers who took
over a car, making the radio, climate control, brakes, engine, and steering unresponsive. Now, this isn’t necessarily
new. My dad’s 1975 Mercury Monarch had these same issues all the time as well. The difference is that the hackers
meant to do this, and weren’t even near the car when it
happened.
How they did it was interesting in a terrifying kind of way.
The steps were roughly as follows:
• discover Uconnect exploit
• discover that the exploit is possible over Sprint’s 3G network
• determine it’s possible to run arbitrary code in the vehicle
• write firmware that can control vehicle functions
• scan Sprint’s network for a Uconnect vehicle
• log vehicle identification number (VIN), GPS location,
speed, etc., just for kicks
• flash hacked firmware to replace the code in vehicle’s
radio head unit
• control the vehicle’s radio, a/c, brakes, engine, steering
from basement (must be from basement according to
official hacker policy)
• scare the crap out of people who understand the potential of this exploit
Unconnect is an option in some Fiat Chrysler vehicles
that creates a WiFi hotspot with internet connection. It allowed Charlie Miller and Chris Valasek, known car hackers,
to remotely control a 2014 Jeep Cherokee from the comfort of Charlie Miller’s basement 10 miles away, while Andy
Greenberg, a Wired reporter, allowed himself to be taken
for a ride. Right into a ditch. They are presenting their work
at the Black Hat conference in August.
• Fiat Chrysler Automotive (FCA) issued a recall and released a fix for this vulnerability. They also worked with
Sprint to apply network security measures for this issue.
This vulnerability was first recognized by FCA in January
2014.
• Miller and Valesek’s previous exploit controlled a vehicle
from the back seat while attached to the vehicle’s service connector. They didn’t scare automobile manufacturers enough back in 2013, presumably because that’s
how we automotive engineers normally do stuff, so they
took it one step further with this wireless exploit.
• Other previous wireless exploits from researchers include texting to a Subaru to unlock and start it. That was
with a 3rd party system installed in the car. A man-in-

the-middle attack was able to lock and unlock BMWs.
In 2011, researchers probed every nook and cranny
of a car looking for chinks in its armor. The car apparently wouldn’t have made it through the opening credits of
a Game of Thrones episode because its armor was more
like a sieve. The researchers found ways to exploit the car’s
Bluetooth, cellular service, FM RDS, CD player, tire pressure
monitor sensor (TPMS), and of course, the service connector.
Yes—CD player was on the list. They were able to run
arbitrary code while playing music through the CD player.
All of the vulnerabilities required skill and effort to exploit,
but they did it.
Beyond Cyberdome
In general, I don’t worry as much if physical access is necessary. If someone gets a hold of your car, computer, house,
or whatever, your protection options become very limited.
But remote access—that’s what scares me, especially as
more cars become connected to the internet.
Why cars have to be connected to the internet is an issue
that I’ll ignore for now.
The internet is like a big city with lots of features and
attractions. But there’s also a seamy side to it that most
would do well to avoid (so I’ve been told). And this is where
we are bringing our cars.
If someone hacks your computer, they could download
all kinds of personal information, including financial data.
Hackers could drain your bank accounts, run up your credit
cards, and leave you homeless begging for free Tweets at
your local Starbucks. (My policy is to keep bank accounts
empty and credit cards high so that hackers’ impact is minimal. Winner!)
Hacking into a car is much worse—hackers can control
your freakin’ car! I’ve already complained about the lack
of manual transmission in cars, so this is definitely as bad.
Also, you could die.
So all we have to do is make our cars as secure as computers on the internet, right? (see above: sieve)
Well, it gets more interesting. In 2014, NHTSA (National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration) announced plans for
vehicle-to-vehicle communication technology. This technology allows cars to talk to each other, helping to avoid
crashes. (“Hey, Prius, I’m going to run this red light. Could
you wait a few seconds before crossing the intersection?
Much obliged, thanks!”)
(Continued on page 12)
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(Black Hats from page 11)
As an engineer who spoofs his MAC address on personal
devices at work to get onto the company WiFi concerned
with passenger safety and security, I have some concerns
about this. I don’t work directly in this field, but I’ve had
technical discussions conversations with those that do.
There are companies out there that want to externally control your vehicle with this technology. For example they
would like to take over the car’s longitudinal control (stop/
go) in specific conditions. It’s for interesting applications,
and I’m sure they’ve thought about the security aspects for
them (right? right?), but doesn’t this give one pause about
the concept of inter-vehicle communication? If I wasn’t
clear enough the first time, this is an external entity controlling your car on purpose.
There’s a need to balance priorities here, because the
goal of these advancements is to reduce damages, injuries,
and fatalities, not create a potential for more.
I won’t even bother discussing the issues of spoofing signals or the possibility of a type of denial-of-service (DoS)
attack in this system.
Also, car companies such as Tesla and Ford use overthe-air (OTA) updates for their vehicles to download new
software. I’m going to assume this is as safe as Microsoft’s
or Apple’s software updates on personal computers.
Custer’s Cavalry
Luckily, there’s a Senate bill to our rescue. Senators Markey (D-Mass) and Blumenthal (D-Conn) are sponsoring a bill
called “Security and Privacy in Your Car Act of 2015” (SPY
Car Act of 2015) that addresses cybersecurity standards in
automobiles.
It’s a well-intentioned bill whose main points are that
vehicles must have:
• protection from hacking (inherent protective measures)
• security of protected information (data privacy)
• detection, reporting, and responding to hacking (monitoring system)
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Vehicles sold two years after this bill is passed will also
have a Cyber Dashboard label, providing the consumer information about the cybersecurity and data privacy of the
vehicle.
So the government solves another problem. Rest easy at
night, citizen. (I’ve mentioned the automobile manufacturers’ pursuit of cybersecurity before. Every little bit helps,
and this is a really important bit.)
The Last Stand
For the handful of people out there who don’t trust our
government as much as I do, I have another suggestion.
Dust off that 1977 Pontiac Trans Am languishing in your garage (mine is called a 944 Turbo). Use its old technology to
your advantage.
Worried about that CD player vulnerability? Not with
that 8-track player, you won’t. You couldn’t log into AOL
with that magnetic media. (Kids, ask your grandparents
about AOL. And CDs.)
Worried about someone texting your car to open the
door? Hackers would need to hack a metal coat hanger to
do that, and those disappeared sometime in the 1980s.
Worried about hackers tracking your GPS coordinates
through your navigation system? Well, that security hole
in the muffler will only let hackers track you to a resolution
of 2-3 city blocks.
Worried about someone starting your car remotely and
driving off with it? Hackers would have to get physical access to objects like a big rock and screwdriver to drive off
with that Trans Am. Where’s someone going to find those?
Again, more proof that the good ol’ days were always better.

2015 Polar Bear Run
Story by editor Mike O’Rear photos by Stewart and Sally Free

November 1st saw the annual running of the Polar Bear
run, thanks to the efforts of host Sebastian Gaeta. It was
a beautiful day and the large turnout made it obvious that
many RSR members thought it was too soon to put away
the cars.
For reasons that are too complicated to explain but very
understandable, the route included (HORRORS!!) a dirt
road. Sebastian, more than a little embarassed at this faux

pas, declared that anyone who had a car soiled by this misadventure is welcome to a free car wash at arborMotion
(Sebastian’s wonderful Porsche shop).
At the end of an approximately hour long drive participants sat down to great meals at The Common Grill in Chelsea -- part of the Polar Bear Run tradition.
This “Run” was almost summer like, and a great end to
the driving season.

John Thomson brought his 356 -- the
perfect vehicle for a Polar Bear Run.
Kristin & Don Darnell enjoyed the
Common Grill

As he has done in past years,
event Host Sebastian Gaeta
organized a great event.

Jane & Chuck Palfi came ready
for the top down ritual.

Steve Ramsburg accepted the challenge of enteing the run without a navigator -- and made it!

Jay Fash brought Barney -- normally only
seen at DE events.
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Route 66 In a Porsche -- A Dream Come True
Story and photos by Axel & Claudia Schmidt

If you ever plan to motor west,
Travel my way, take the highway that is best.
Get your kicks on Route sixty-six.

Day One:

It winds from Chicago to LA,
More than two thousand miles all the way.
Get your kicks on Route sixty-six.
Now you go through Saint Louie
Joplin, Missouri,
And Oklahoma City is mighty pretty.
You’ll see Amarillo,
Gallup, New Mexico,
Flagstaff, Arizona.
Don’t forget Winona,
Kingman, Barstow, San Bernandino.
Won’t you get hip to this timely tip:
When you make that California trip
Get your kicks on Route sixty-six.
Driving Route 66 was one of my childhood dreams. Owning
a Porsche too.
After buying my second Porsche, a 993 in 2013 I committed to a special license plate: “911 66”. That made it clear to
my friends, my colleagues, my kids and my wife that I really
wanted to do this.
Yes, we drove parts of 66 in the past when we lived in
California in the early 2000s and had an RV. Yes, we did a
lot of road trips in this country. And yes, we have seen 45
states and 40 national parks. But this plan was different.
We started a blog on facebook and originally we had
planned on looking for “partners in crime”. We found some
but at the end we decided we would be more flexible if we
drove alone.
The original Route 66 is 2448 miles from Chicago to
LA. Over 80% still exists and is driveable. Some parts are
rough, some parts are beautiful and sometimes Route 66 is
just a frontage road of the Interstate (first 55 then 40). We
skipped very few parts, mainly getting in and out of cities
to avoid the suburbs. We can assume we drove over 2000
miles on local highways and less than 500 on the interstate.
Our trip this fall started in Chicago and took us 8 days to
complete.
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Lou Mitchel’s breakfast restaurant -- unofficial starting
point for those embarking on Route 66.
Leaving
Chicago behind and
crossing Illinois
we saw old gas
stations converted into museums and endless
landscapes. We
saw funny diners and roadside Claudia & Axel at “The Bean” in Chicago
attractions like
the “Gemini man”. After a full day of driving, with stops in
old diners like the “log cabin inn “, we approached St. Louis
in the late afternoon and
crossed “THE” river.
When Claudia asked
me what I expected from
this trip, I told her as a German I am in the search for
the “heart of America”. That
evening we spent, just by
coincidence, in Meramec
Caverns listening to “White
Gospel” music with hundreds of white Christians
around us. I felt like I was in
the ventricle of the USA to
Gemini Man
be honest.

We ended up in Cuba, Missouri with a good BBQ. Cuba
is well known for murals and they are spectacular.
Day Two:
Driving through Missouri was beautiful. The best parts
were small little old pieces of the old route, for example
“Devils Elbow” and “Hooker Cut”. Before we drove into
Kansas, I wanted to fill up the gas again and panicked. There
was only 91 octane available. For my Carrera – No Way!!!
But after driving to six gas stations, I gave up. I learned that
there is no 93 octane available in the heart of America.

Devil’s Elbow in Missouri
The Kansas portion of 66 is just 13 miles long and touches the South eastern corner of the pancake state. In Okla-

homa we found a great restored hotel in Tulsa, the Campbell, but of course before that we stopped at the “blue
whale”.

Day Three:
The next day we checked the tires and guess what – my
relatively new tires (just 500 miles including a single DE in
Waterford) were deteriorated. I spent a lot of time on the
phone while driving through rural Oklahoma attempting
to order replacement tires in Amarillo. Again panic! Some
dealers said they needed 5 days!!! But Amber at Sears
made it happen. She ordered tires for the next day. So we
were able to enjoy the biggest cattle market in the world in
Oklahoma City (lucky us, it was auction day - Monday!) and
(Continued on page 16)
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(Route 66 from page 15)
visited at least two more Route 66 museums.
One thing inspired us. There was an artist once who lived
on Route 66 in a VW camper van – Bob Waldmire. You find
his traces all over the place and his beautiful artwork is inspiring as he drew the best maps of the Route.
Another fun stop was “Rock Café,” a little diner whose
owner inspired the makes of cars in the movie “Cars.” Importantly, she created “Sally Carrera”- The Porsche 911 in

The Rock Cafe in Stroud, Oklahoma
the movie. Of course they loved it when we sent them a
picture of our Porsche in front of their Café.
Finally we arrived in Amarillo,Texas – Germans know this
city only by one of the few English songs we Germans sing
during Oktoberfest (“...on my way to Amarillo...”). Sure, we
had a steak in the Big Texan, but we did not try the “72 oz
Challenge.” Only 5% of the people who try make it. But we
applauded some guys who at least tried.

Texas where we marked the half-way point of our trip. As
we continued on to Santa Fe, New Mexico the weather
turned rainy. But Santa Fe is beautiful, even in the rain. And
in Las Vegas (the tiny one in New Mexico, not the glitzy one
in Nevada) we got lucky again with the hotel – The “Plaza”.
It is owned and operated by Tina Mion, an artist from Winslow Arizona, where she operates another Route 66 iconThe La Posada Hotel, a former Harvey House.

Adrian, Texas (50 miles west of Amarillo) -- the
half-way point of Route 66
Day Five:
It rained a lot in New Mexico (yes!!!) but still we saw pueblos and followed our Route, exploring more diners and
more museums. We ended up in Gallup in another historic
hotel -- the El Rancho, sleeping in Doris Day’s room.

El Rancho Hotel -- Gallup, New Mexico
The famous Cadillac Ranch near Amarillo, Texas
Day Four:
The next day, (after buying myself the compulsory cowboy
boots) we had to take care of the tires. We went to Sears
where, as promised by Amber, our new rear tires were waiting for us. Once installed we were off across Texas, stopping
to admire the half-buried Cadillacs sticking out of the plains
at the Cadillac Ranch and then stopping again in Adrian,
16

Day Six:
Driving through Arizona we
felt like we were actually
in the movie “Cars” -- little
towns and beautiful landscapes. While visiting the
Petrified Forest we had the
only argument (in nine days
and 100 hours in the car).
I cannot even remember

why – Claudia is a
trooper!!!
We visited the
famous Museum
Club in Flagstaff,
the Wigwam Motel
in Holbrook, but we
skipped the Grand
Canyon – we wanted to stay on Route Wigwam Motel ‘‘ Hobrook, Arizona
66. However, we had
a glimpse of the rim in the distance. The day ended in Seligman. The tiny village is the first community that fought
against the decline of
Route 66. A local barber
,
Angel Delgadillo, is the
founder of the Arizona
Route 66 association –
he saved Route 66. He is
88 years old and when I
thanked him for his
great dedication to this
truely historic Route, he
just said, “I feel like I am
36 and I am thankful for
people like you driving
Axel with Angel Delgadillo
all the way.“
Day Seven:
In Seligman I, unfortunately, got sick, but we needed to get
to California and we stuck to the historic Route. Our only
shortcut was on the freeway as Route 66 was closed due to
flooding in the Mojave Desert near Amboy. But it was still a
beautiful drive through the sunshine even on the Interstate
and it felt good to be back “home” in the state where we
lived from 2002-2006. That night we reached San Bernardino and slept in the other (better restored) Wigwam Hotel.

Day Eight:
The last day we had a pitstop in Glendora. Old Californian
friends were waiting for us at the curbside!!! Of course we
found another diner for breakfast and endless storytelling.
From Glendora through Pasadena, Los Angeles, Hollywood
and Beverly Hills we stayed on the old Route all the way,
even though the many stoplights slowed us down. But it
was fun taking a picture of our old Porsche on Rodeo Drive.

Rodeo Drive
Around lunch time we counted down the streets of
Santa Monica: 22nd, 21st… 13th… 8th…and then we were
suddenly there. We could see the ocean. Just by chance
we had another 911 in front of us when we reached Ocean
Blvd. There is a small official ending point with a little hut
where you get your certificate. Only 3-5 people a day finish the whole trip. This is just twice the number who climb
Mount Everest!
We parked on the pier, of course, and did not stop celebrating. Even a bottle of champagne at the famous Hotel
Shutters was still
in our budget.
And our odometer? It read
2447.7 miles, just
0.3 miles off.
The trip of a
lifetime just ended there. Looking
back now, a couple of weeks later,
everything is already far away
and “blurry,” but
boy – what a trip!
Axel

Sitgreaves Pass near Oatman, Arizona and the Arizona -- California border.
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Garage Hoarders
I will readily admit that my garage is not the model of efficiency and order that it should be. I will never include
my garage in a club garage tour. It will also never be mistaken for the pictures of garages you seen in magazine ads
for cabinets or flooring. But neither has my garage turned
into one of those spaces that look like a public storage
unit gone rogue. I have a particular distaste for garages so
packed with boxes that they can no longer house a car. It is
called a car garage isn’t it? Even more despicable is when
the cars in the garage turn into impromptu storage shelves.
When we were house shopping the garage was what
sealed the deal for me. The previous owner was a car
guy that collected 1954 Chevrolet Business Coupes. That
sounds esoteric but it almost guaranteed him trophies for
uniqueness. The garage had to be supersized to hold these
gargantuan lumps of American iron and the floor had to be
extra thick for the weight. It was three cars wide and deep
with an enormously wide garage door. For many years I judiciously placed three Porsches and one minivan inside the
garage. At the moment it holds my 911, my Z06 Corvette
and our Ford Explorer SUV. Cars just keep getting bigger
it seems. But that has freed up space for five bicycles, a
stand up air compressor, a work bench, a storage table, and
the usual lawn and snow equipment. The garage also has
three shelves and three storage cabinets but more on that
later. I also have a rolling mechanics toolbox that has not
rolled anywhere in years since one of the castors stop castering. Somewhere along the way I inherited two carpenters work boxes from long distant relatives. One is from
an uncle who worked for Pullman complete with ancient
wood working tools. The other is from an uncle who was a
mechanic at the Ford Rouge plant back in the original days
and has ancient tools I have no idea how to use.
Picturing all of this you might scoff when I say that this
is a working garage. But I do work on my cars in the garage
and I have the abstract oil splotches of the garage floor to
prove it. Anyone who has owned old Porsches knows that
oil stains on the floor are a fact of life. Each Porsche left
its mark from 356, to 914-6, 911 and even the 944. Brake
fluid changes added their own contribution to the environmental disaster. I dab and I blotch and I pressure wash
and degrease but it is only a stop gap measure. At least
the garage floor is regularly swept. It usually happens just
before I have to do some work that involves sitting or lying

on the floor. It is amazing how much can be accomplished
with a small floor jack and jack stands. Part of making it a
working garage was building my own workbench. It is at
elbow height so I can work at it without bending over and
so I can store wheels under it. Like most flat surfaces it
attracts clutter such that cleaning it off seems futile. I just
rearrange clutter to make space when needed.
I also have three storage cabinets that came with the
garage so they are of the cheapest possible construction
of plywood. But recently I had to actually do some cabinet upkeep. In my biggest cabinet the three pressboard
shelves had over a period of many years developed amazing sag. If the top shelf had let go the whole cabinets’ contents would have ended up on the floor. In a serious bit of
upgrading I cut some thick plywood to replace the shelves.
Like an archeological dig I had to empty the contents of the
shelves. Some things were destined for the trash such as
rattle cans of paint matching cars I had not owned in a decade and a can of Bondo that had turned solid, even without the cream hardener. I found five bottles of Rain-X so I
think I am good for the next decade or so. Several empty
plastic and glass jars got pitched but I had to keep the plastic stein from the first Detroit Grand Prix. Another treasure
was an original can of STP which someday is destined to
save an engine from the junk yard just like it claims. Does
anyone remember the oil can spout? For those too young
to know it was used to punch a hole in a can of oil and drain
it into the oil filler. I can’t recall the last time I could buy oil
in a can but I also found a can of Micron Molly oil I used in
the 356 so I best keep the spout.
Some guys might be proud of their man cave and others cherish their garage that resembles an operating room.
With all its clutter and stain I am oddly proud of my garage.
Though it is cluttered and stained it has seen a lot of good
days and ambitious projects accomplished in it. Just don’t
give me anything I might have to store in it because I would
have to make the tough decisions to toss something out to
make room.
Tom Fielitz
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season's greetings
from munk's motors

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center
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Compromise is for politicians
When you’re ready to take your sports car to
the next level, we’re ready to help. Tailored
vehicle development for the enthusiast
unwilling to compromise. Contact us today.
contactvrp@vrperformance.com
www.vrperformance.com

43706 Utica Rd / Sterling Heights / 48314 / 586.991.2455
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.

W. 11 Mile Rd

d Riv

Halsted Rd.

Gran

er Av

e.
Grand River Ave.

W. 10 Mile Rd.

Haggerty Rd.
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano
Zone 4 Representative
Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
On a beautiful and unseasonably warm Sunday, I joined
nearly 60 members from the Motor-Stadt region on their
Fall Color Tour that concluded at the Sandhill Crane Vineyards in Jackson, MI. The event, which was hosted by
Okemos Auto Collection included lunch, a tour of the winery, and a tasting. In addition, one lucky participant won an
afternoon at the Porsche Experience Center located at the
new headquarters for Porsche Cars North America in Atlanta. A few weeks later, I travelled to Cleveland to attend
Northern Ohio Region’s Wine Train Excursion aboard the
Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Railway, an event so popular it sold
out. We were treated to a selection of chef inspired appetizers as we tasted a variety of wines. During the evening,
I presented several items to the region as we celebrated
their 55th Anniversary. It was a pleasure to be able to help
the region commemorate such an important milestone.
I want to wish everyone a very happy holiday season.
We’ve had a lot of progress and accomplishments in Zone
4 over the past 2 years, and I want to thank those Region
Officers and members that have worked together with me
to help make Zone 4 a success. I was honored to be invited
to and welcomed at so many wonderful events throughout
the zone. It has been an important goal of mine to continue to have our Zone work as 1 cohesive unit. Since each
region is unique, a real effort has been and will continue
to be made to promote each region’s signature events
throughout the zone thus providing a greater variety of activities to every Zone 4 member helping to enhance their
PCA experience.
During this past year, we have continued to improve the
Zone 4 Website. We also organized the first National Concours Judges School ever to be held in Zone 4, and as a result have nationally trained judges in nearly every region in
the zone. We have expanded the Club Racing program and
are looking to add even more races in the coming years.
We have also greatly increased the number of Street Survival programs; in fact, Zone 4 hosts the most schools in all
of PCA, a fact I am very proud of since this is such a beneficial program.
Just because we’ve put our cars away for the winter, it
does not mean that we can’t experience the same cama-

raderie and friendship enjoyed during the driving season.
Many regions will be hosting Holiday Parties this month,
and what a great way to kick off the holidays by celebrating
with your PCA friends.
Looking ahead to 2016, plans are being made for the PCA
preview at the North American International Auto Show in
Detroit. Information will be sent out and/or posted as soon
as details become available. Please remember to check
your in boxes, region’s newsletter and website, as well as
the Zone 4 website http://zone4.pca.org for the most up
to date information about events available to you. Also,
consider attending other regions’ events, such as:
• Allegheny Region’s Annual Holiday Party is December 5
• December 5 is Rally Sport Region’s Annual Holiday Party
• Mid-Ohio Region’s Holiday Party at THE BOAT HOUSE at
Confluence Park is December 5
• Motor-Stadt Region’s Board Meeting is December 8 at
Spagnoulo’s in Okemos
• December 9 is Michiana Region’s Business Meeting at
Colombo’s Restaurant
• Northern Ohio Region’s Holiday Party at Crop Bistro is
December 12
• December 12 is Western Michigan Region’s December
Appetizer Party
• Maumee Valley Region’s Cocktail Party at the Isleys is
December 12
• Central Indiana Region’s Annual Holiday Gathering and
Gift Exchange is on December 13
• On December 19, Southeast Michigan Region will be
holding their Annual Holiday Party
If you have any questions or comments please feel free to
contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com
Thanks,
Michael

23

24

Porsche Club of America

Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, November 3, 2015

Rick Mammel: President & Advertising..................Present
Tim Pott: Vice President.........................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer.........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary.................................Present
Tom Bloom..............................................................Present
Jim Christopher: Past President & Advertising.........Absent

Michael Kimber........................................................Absent
Jay Fash...................................................................Present
George Gilligan.........................................................Absent
Peter Grant..............................................................Present
John Kytasty.............................................................Present
Ron Pruette..............................................................Absent

Members & Visitor Present: John McIver, JD Layson, Jeremy Goddard, Michael Wenners, Rich Chang, James Lang,
Jon Heidorn, Beth Trollman, Phil Mather, Pat McNumara,
Mike O’Rear- Editor, Wes Rozan, Matt Huber, Eric Gedeon,
Jim Dowty - Insurance, Glenn Trapp-Historian/Membership,
Christian Maloof – Track Chair, Tom Krueger – Track Registrar, Emmanuel Garcia – Webmeister, Joe Conen, and Dan
Kantrow.

ing at a weekend event at Waterford (maybe May). Christian will have dates finalized soon.
We will have to buy new rental helmets for next year. We
also need to get a better means of transporting helmets – a
more durable box. We will only allow two free rentals per
person and charge $5 for a head sock next year.

Call to Order: Rick Mammel called the meeting to order at
7:21PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.
President’s Report: Rick reported that the Polar Bear run
was a success. Sabastian put on a great event.
Meeting Minutes: The October minutes were reviewed.
Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report: Burghard Linn reviewed the October
report. Motion: To approve financial report passed unanimously. Burghard reviewed a cash flow chart from 2011 to
2015. A minimal balance was discussed but deemed not
required. REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to
any RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).
Insurance Report: Jim Dowty has requests in for insurance
certificates for all our upcoming events.
Goodie Store: No report.

Newsletter: Mike O’Rear reported that the deadline for the
December issue is November TBD.
Website: Eman is moving to Germany at the end of the year
but is willing to continue to work on the website.
Events Committee:
• 12/5: Holiday Party – Germain Porsche of Ann Arbor
(6:30)
• 1/5: Non-meeting at Karl’s
• 1/23: Time with Tim
• 1/TBD: Zone 4 Dinner at the Autoshow
• TBD: 20 year Anniversary Event
New Business: Tom Krueger reported that Waterford is trying to raise money to repave the track.
Old Business: None
Meeting adjourned: 8:25 P.M. Minutes taken by: Mary Ann
Kantrow

Advertising Report: No report.
Membership: Glenn Trapp reported that the club has 286
members.
Track Report: Christian would like to bring back Ross Bentley for the June 23-26 event next year at Grattan. He is look25

CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE
1975 Porsche 914 Targa:
VIN: 4752910974. 1.8L
air-cooled four-cylinder
engine, five speed manual
transmission, with 75,400
miles.
Here is your entry-level
Porsche! How often does the everyman get a chance to own
an exotic, mid-engine sports car at a very affordable price?
This 914 is just that opportunity. 914s have a lot going for
them: the Porsche nameplate, a low initial investment, an
abundant parts inventory, and a number of specialists ready
and waiting to help. Handling is superb, with fine brakes and
great steering. Its two trunks offer more storage room than
most sports cars, ideal for road trips. Now is the time to get
in and enjoy one of these entry-level exotic, yet reliable cars.
Its engine and brakes were rebuilt at 63,200 miles, and
the dual carburetors were rebuilt in 2013. The body is solid
and relatively rust free, with only a few bubbles and marks
on its older respray. Recent work includes a new fuel pump,
battery and starter, making it well sorted and ready to enjoy.
Service records and car cover included. Asking $9500.00.
Contact Conrad at 734.645.5778 or Conrad@SellYourSportsCar.net (11/15)
1985 BMW Club Racer: Yes, I know, it’s not a Porsche, but it
is a dedicated track car guaranteed to provide racing or DE
fun. Special built 2.0L motor generating 165 reliable RWHP
in a <2000lb chassis. Runs BMW Club EM or NASA GTS 2 or 3
(needs ballast for 2). More special go fast goodies than can
be listed here, but call/email for more information. Tim Pott
knows the car also. Peter Grant (pgrant@speakeasy.net).
734-604-1622. (10/15)
2003 Porsche Boxster S:
Less than 21,000 miles,
standard shift, 3.2 Liter,
258 HP engine, the most
powerful engine offered
in the Boxster in 2003.
This car has some GREAT
features, including exclusive options, not on the
price sheet, ordered by original owner (a professional ten26

nis player) direct from Porsche. Original sticker MSRP was
$77,080 in 2003. We are 3rd owner; always garaged, never
driven in snow, only two winters in Michigan (was a southern car until two years ago), no rust whatsoever anywhere.
Seal Grey Metallic , Natural Grey Leather interior; Glass rear
window with defogger in convertible top; Bose sound system; Navigation system; Power seats; 18” Carerra wheels;
4-wheel ABS brakes; Alarm system; Fog lights; Parking Assist system; Porsche Stability Management System; 6-CD
changer. FULL CARFAX and more pics are available upon
request. Location is Dexter, MI 48130. Call Mike at 734-6040999 (05/15)

OTHER ITEMS
997 GT3 Parts: Parting out 2007 GT#3 with 7,506 miles:
Complete engine, modified stock exhaust with Sharkwerks
resonator bypass, modified Sharkwerks ECM box. Estimated
475 HP. Engine and transmission were removed 9/11/15.
$32,500. Transmission. $14,500. 20% discount for engine,
modified stock exhaust with Sharkwerks resonator bypass,
modified Sharkwerks ECM box and transmission. $37,600.
Brake system set. Large yellow calipers (one with scratched
paint) for PCCB brakes with Brembo steel/aluminum rotors
(near new). New set Pagid yellow pads. $5,500 set. Master
cylinder, ABS Controller and ABS Control Box. $950. Carbon fiber rotors set. Shows signs of wear. 6,000 track miles.
$3,000. Two piece roll bar. White. $650. Recaro GT3 black
leather seats with seat sliders, 3-point harness receptacles,
fire extinguisher and mount. $1,950 pair. Original new black
leather/alcantara seats without seat sliders, 3-point harness receptacles. Stored in plastic. $1,950 pair. Rear motor
mount. $600 pair. Four piece Rennsport aluminum pedal
set. Adjustable throttle piece. $300 set. Steering wheel with
airbag. Alcantara. $950. Hood. Lightweight. $1,500. Hood
opener assembly. $250. Trunk/rear spoiler. $2,950. Taillights. Left and right set. $600 set. Xenon headlight buckets.
Left and right $850 set. Rear bumper cover. $1,500. Front
bumper cover. $1,500. Front suspension including OEM coil
over shocks. $3,500. Right rear suspension including coil
over shock and half shaft. $1,200. Left rear suspension including coil over shock and half shaft. Broken lower arms.
$500. 3+ sets new Pirelli race slicks. 9 rear 295/680/19 and
6 front 235/645/19. $3,500. Four original 19” wheels with
street tires. Painted white. $1,200. Four Victor Racing 19”
wheels with used slicks. Silver. $1,200. Three Victor Racing

19” wheels with used slicks. Black. $600. GPS Lap Timer.
Complete with manual. $650. Navigation GPS box. $350. All
items must be prepaid. Shipping is extra. I have photos of
most items and a video of the engine running. Contact Tom
Green at 800-448-0814 or paragonservice.com. (12/15)
2008 Jayco Seneca 36FS diesel motor home: 68,000 miles,
five beds, generator & solar power. $72,500. Tom
Krueger 313-5702223 (11/15)

Porsche 996 C2 wheels with Blizzak Tires: I have a nice
set of 17 inch 996 wheels with Blizzak tires. P205/50 R17
fronts and P255/40 R17 rears. The tires have 7 mm (9/32”)
of tread depth and are all in good shape. The wheels are
in good shape with some minor road rash on two of them.
996,362,124,00 and 996,362,128,00 $550 and delivery is
possible depending on your location. Please contact Skip
Kuhn at t1143rk@gmail.com or ring me at 734-344-9506.
(09/15)
964-993 DAS Sport Bolt-In Roll Bar: Safety first for DE
events. Excellent condition. Easy DIY installation. It requires
no cutting, no drilling, no additional holes or any other
modifications to the interior, upholstery or body of the car,
a completely reversible installation. New cost is $1500 including shipping. Buy this one for $600 with local pickup.
Contact Steve 248-767-5699 steve@theshanksfamily.com.
(08/15)

Set of orginal Fuchs 15” alloy wheels: (2) 15x7 and (2) 5x8
off my 1983 Porsche 911sc.
With a set of new Dunlop SP 3 directional winter
tires (10/32 tread). No road
rash. $1,500 local pick up or
buyer pays shipping. Contact Charles Olender at jolender@yahoo.com or 517526-4767. (4/15)
Porsche 993 “Cup” replica alloy wheels: -set of 4. (5
Lug with center caps). Front: 7 1/2 J x 17 H2 (model #
60374) Rear: 9 J x 17 H2 (model # 60474). Very good
condition. Only a few areas with minor scratches. Asking
$775 for the set. All offers considered. Please contact Kyle
with any questions: 734-330-1365 or kpullen@umich.edu
(03/15)
944 Parts: Cleaning out the basement after 12 years of
racing 944s. Lots of parts, including turbo radiator, turbo
trailing arms, alternators, brakes and many more. Located
in Troy and super-cheap for local pick-up. Email christiancook43@yahoo.com for complete list. (12/14)
Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months call
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/14)

WANTED
997.1 Turbo owner with failed hydraulic wing lift system:
Need local beta tester for electric wing lift system installation. Works great on the 996 turbo, now I would like to
adapt it to the 997 turbo. Please contact me for further
details at: Dave Cooper, 734-207-1599, dcooper@rennkit.
com (09/15)

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer please
contact Mike O’Rear at morear734@gmail.com (Put
“Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line).
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There's a reason it's called a new beginning.
Ultra-low-mileage lease options now available.*

Porsche of Farmington Hills
37911 Grand River Avenue
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
(248) 471-0800
www.farmington-hills.
porschedealer.com
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