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I am continually stunned by the 
strength of the collector car market, 
more so that people are still paying 
huge money for absolute roached out 
pieces of crap. If you have real barn dirt 
or even fake Hollywood dirt sprayed on 
a thrapped out, ratty roadster, you are 
guaranteed to have at least two idiots 

fighting to the death to purchase it. Don’t get me wrong, I 
love to see cars resting in a natural habitat, waiting to be 
saved. But unless it is a super rare model, does it need to 
command monies that just 3-4 years earlier would have 
purchased you a perfectly presentable collectable? The 
market has found the heroin addiction of the restoration 
hobby. All you need are the key words “Barn Find” and you 
are assured of a Publishers Clearing House size win. And 
unlike the PCH Prize Patrol arriving at your door, you are 
pretty much assured of a larger than expected increase in 
your cash flow.
 The epitome of this addiction can be seen on the cover 
of this month’s Octane magazine. As many of you may 
have witnessed, this summer saw one of the largest finds 
of rare French and European Pre-War automobiles up for 
auction. The availability of the Baillon Collection, found at 
a chateau in France, shocked and frenzied the worldwide 
collector car community. The prize find in the collection 
was a Ferrari 250GT SWB California Spider. Unlike several 
of its stablemates it was stored inside and subtly protected 
by bed covers held in place by large piles of magazines and 
boxes. It sold for £16.4 million or $25,568,952. Really??? 
Over $25 million!!! There is a large dent in the back, surface 
rust on the steel parts, etc. etc. The Ferrari is shown on the 
Octane cover driving down a beachfront road in California 
and it still has its original, as found, layer of dust on it. How 
far am I detached from reality that I cannot grasp why a 
$25 million car needs to prove its barn find provenance by 
keeping the 40 year old dust accumulation in place? 
 Porsches are far from being immune to the “save it 
at any cost” barn find obsession. 356’s and “long-hood” 
(pre-‘74) Porsches are easily subjected to heavy rusting, 
in some environments…. violent rusting is not too much 
of an exaggeration. Due to the strong market price for 
restored cars, these “Roachmobiles” are emerging from 
their slumber, resolute with a layer of dust and a rotten red 
barn in the background. Having put fresh metal into 356’s 
and early 911’s for many years, I have a strong sense that 
most of these restoration projects end up in professional 

shops with their substantial professional billing rates. 
What comes out the other side is a car that has a big dollar 
number attached to it. Whether they’re worth it or not, 
the market saturation of these cars is keeping the prices 
going north. Early 911’s and 356’s, actually all air-cooled 
Porsches, are selling at prices inconsistent with the mass 
produced volumes of those models. The big leaps in value 
are slowing, but I think the Porsche market will stay strong. 
Even if growth does stagnate, I don’t see it doing the 
catastrophic reversal that the sports car market saw in the 
80’s.
 When the value of cars at the top of a manufacture’s 
line scrapes the atmosphere, the rest of the model lines 
get hauled to the top of the ice covered peaks. Due to the 
cost of the early cars, there are not too many entry level 
Porsches around anymore. The original Porsche entry level  
cars like 914’s and 924’s/944’s are also seeing consistent 
value growth. These days having a prancing horse on 
the hood surely means you are going to pay more and 
that is not exclusive to Italian cars. So how does a young 
enthusiast get started in Porsche ownership? I say young 
since a basic assumption is that extended age traditionally 
brings cash flow. If you can find a great deal on a Porsche 
badged vehicle, then the hurdle becomes the cost of the 
parts to “freshen” it up. “Freshening” is another way of 
saying, repairs required to make up for the fact that you 
purchased the car under its market value (cheaply).
 The general assumption is that youth have a phenomenal 
mastery of the internet. That skill is very handy in seeking 
out great deals as well as getting yourself first in line to make 
the purchase. But the very feature that makes the internet 
a terrific place to find your first Porsche also creates the 
wide spread ability for a person not familiar with current 
values to get up to date info on what to charge for their car. 
That limits those “you cannot believe the unbelievable deal 
I just got on a 1972 Carrera RS” calls to your buddy.
 My hope is that with all these rising prices, there will 
remain a segment of Porsche sports models that stay 
accessible for entry level enthusiasts. Ideally those entry 
level enthusiasts will be from all age groups and budgets. 
Perhaps they are chasing a car that occupied their dreams 
when they were younger, or perhaps it is a more recent 
obsession. Let’s hope their passion for performance is 
rewarded with a Porsche instead of an affordable Mustang 
or Subie STI.
         

Traction Control
 By Rick Mammel, RSR President
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Annual Rally Sport Region's 
Holiday Party

Please join us for a casual evening with fellow members and friends. The 
evening is brought to you by Porsche of Ann Arbor and the Rally Sport 
Region. There will be dining stations, an open bar and entertainment. 

In years past the Holiday Party charge was $50 per person. This year there 
is no charge for the party, but you are asked to bring unwrapped toys for 
donation to the C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital. With a free event, please 
consider converting those savings into the equivalent value of toys and 
games, or a cash donation for the young patients at Mott.

Remember Mott Hospital treats children 
from infants to age 18. Their suggestions 
for new toy donations include:
New and Used Xbox 360 Games. Each    
 room has an Xbox 360
Infant and Toddler Toys 
Play-Doh and accessories 
Legos 
Coloring Books 
Craft kits (more complex projects) 
Character toys (super heroes, Dora, etc) 
Crayola art supplies 
Hot Wheels Cars

Please note that these are only 
suggestions. Should you see a toy that 
you feel would create the ultimate gift 
for a sick child, feel free to “ramp it up.” 

No time to shop for gifts? No problem!
Bring a check made out to UMHS Child 
& Family Life.

For more information C.S. Mott 
Children's Hospital's UMHS Child & 
Family Life fund go to:  
http://givetomott.org/ways-to-give/mot-
t-wish-list/

Date: Saturday, December 5th
Time: 6:30-9:30

Where: Porsche of Ann Arbor,  
2575 S. State Street, Ann Arbor

Dress: Business Casual
RSVP by November 23rd to metalworks@ameritech.net
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November 1 (Sun.)  10:30 AM:  Annual Polar Bear Run 
-- Host Sebastian Gaeta (see below)

November 3  (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

December 1  (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

December 5 (Sat.): 6:30 - 9:30 PM: RSR Holiday Party at 
Porsche of Ann Arbor (see page 6)

January 23 (Sat.) 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM:  Time With Tim 
at arborMotion -- Host Tim Pott

January 5  (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 

Cabin, Plymouth

February 2 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

February 20 (Sat.) 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM:  Time With Tim 
at arborMotion -- Host Tim Pott

March 1 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

March 19 (Sat.) 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM:  Time With Tim at 
arborMotion -- Host Tim Pott

April 5 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

RSR Calendar of Events

For more information on surrounding area events, see “Around the Zone” on page 23.

 2015 Rally Sport Region Polar Bear Run
Sunday November 1st, 2015

Rally Sport members are invited to take that one last drive before putting your babies away for the 
winter. This started out as a late season drive by a few Ann Arbor area convertible owners as a last 
hurrah with the top down, regardless of the weather. While top down driving is no longer required, 
you will receive a big thumbs up from your fellow members if you do. The beautiful route takes 
about one hour and we stop afterwords at the Common Grill in Chelsea for lunch.

The Polar Bear Run meeting time is 10:30am at the McDonald’s parking lot on Zeeb rd and I-94. 
We push off at 11:00am with an expected drive time of one hour.

While everyone is welcome only those who RSVP can be assured a route map and a seat at the 
Common Grill.  Please RSVP to host Sebastian Gaeta at:

sebastian@arbormotion.com
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Howard	  
Cooper	   	  
Import	  

Porsche	  of	  Ann	  Arbor

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor
Come visit our brand new Porsche building

2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street.  go North 1/2 mile...

Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Current Membership 473*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

John & Dawn Horner ..........................42
Dave Winston .....................................34
Stephen & Carol Park .........................32
Carl & Barbara Morganti.....................21
John & Lindsay Regan  ........................20
Mark Schettenhelm & Joan Walton ....18
Timothy Shinn & Elizabeth Pielsticker 18
Greg Steen & Susan Parent.................17
Chuck & Mary Jo Freitas .....................15
Pat Jeski ..............................................14

Bill & Linda Damon .............................13
Daniel Wallace & Sharon Dusterhoft ..13
Matt & Michelle Malec .......................10
Tim Norman .......................................10
Pat & Amy Paul ....................................  8
John Dixon ...........................................  7
George & Mary Gilligan .......................  3
Chuck Palfi & Jane Clawson-Palfi .........  3
John & Diane Thomson .......................  3
Yue Fan ................................................  2

Curtis Yanoski
Brownstown, MI
2005 Arctic Silver 911 Carrera

John & Kelly Shoemake
Canton, MI
2013 Blue 911 Carrera S

Bill & Christina Winn
Howell, MI
1990 Black 911 Cabrio

* Includes 283 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 

Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-7854 
or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
 Vu Nguyen
 PO Box 6400
 Columbia, MD 21046
and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and 
The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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Almost 100 people participated in our Annual Fall Color 
Tour.  In addition to Rally Sport members, we had 3 cou-
ples from the Maumee Valley Region, several people from 
the Audi Club Michigan, and a guest from Germany.  Clear 
blue skies accompanied the dry Fall weather.  The range of 
Porsche models was well represented with examples of the 
356, 911, 944, 968, Boxster, Cayman, Targa, and Turbo.   
 Leaf peepers enjoyed the emerging Fall colors as we 
drove westward from Pinckney through Hell, Unadilla, Wil-
liamsville, and Gregory to our intermediate stop in Mason.  
Several restaurants and shops were available for those who 
wanted to enjoy an ice cream, sandwich, coffee, or beer.  
The quiet downtown was transformed as we filled the 
available parking spots and sidewalks.  

 For our return trip toward Brighton, we wound our way 
around Dansville, Bunker Hill, Stockbridge,  Hudson Mills, 
and Hamburg.  Our final destination was Johnny Carino’s 
Italian Restaurant.  Everyone seemed pleased with the set-
ting, service, and menu selections.      
 Thanks to our co-hosts, Claire and Al Utter, who wel-
comed participants, had them sign the insurance waiver, 
and took their photos.  Our thanks are also extended to 
Joanne Ash who assisted participants with their name tags.    
Thanks to all who participated in the Color Tour and the 
dinner.  It is always great to catch up with old friends and 
to meet new attendees.  These events are most enjoyable 
when we have a large number of members participating.  

2015 Rally Sport Region Color Tour
Story by member and event host Stewart Free with photos by Al & Claire Utter, Glenn Trapp

Clay & Margy Shouse and their spotless 2007 Cayman S

Editor’s Note:  Additional photos are avail-
able on our club web site at:    http://rsp.pca.
org/    and our driving route is available at:      
http://rsp.pca.org/DrivingRoutes.html.

Garrett & Nicole Roberson with their
air-cooled 1986 Carrera.

Andy and Nancy Sasyk with their new (to them) 996 
Turbo.
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Recent transfers from 
Cimarron Region (Okla-
homa) are Will Rogers 

& Katrina Bean -->

Hosts with the most -- Sally & Stewart Free put 
on another never-fail event.

Bright sparkly cars on a bright sparkly day.

At the half-way break, new members Bill & Christina Winn chat 
with Oliver Dillard and his daughter Ellen.

Sebastian Gaeta arrived in his 356 Cabriolet



12

If you really like 
your Porsche, 
you’ll love 
Rennstatt. 

A proud part of:

Customer Focused with a Technician’s Touch

We offer a high level of service, over 40 years of experience, 
and a from-the-heart commitment to getting it right. We’re 
flexible, friendly and fair.

ArborMotion offers unmatched value for service and repair of 
your Audi, VW, BMW, MINI, Mercedes, Volvo, Lexus and 
most other European and Asian Brands.

669 State Circle  
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
phone 734.761.1088 
www.arbormotion.com

If you really like 
your Porsche, 
you’ll love 
Rennstatt. 

Customer Focused with a Technician’s Touch

”
I’m passionate about Porsches 
and I know you are too. Our shared 
focus is your vehicle, be it a concours 
winner, a race car, a restored vintage 
car, or a daily driver.“

We offer a high level of service, 36 years of experience, 
a personal face on your mechanic, and a from-the-heart 
commitment to getting it right. We’re flexible, friendly and fair.

734.972.7194  •  www.Rennstatt.com 

A proud part of:

I’m passionate about Porsches and 
dedicated to getting it done right. Our 
shared focus is your vehicle, be it a 
concours winner, a race car, a restored 
vintage car, or a daily driver.
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Time With Tim resumed on Saturday, October 17th at the 
arborMotion garage in Ann Arbor.  A trial of having an Open 
Forum agenda worked well with Tim and others fielding 
questions and offering opinions on a variety of issues gen-
erally focused on getting a car ready for its winter nap.
 As always, Tim and arborMotion’s Sebastian Gaeta of-
fered generous amounts of coffee, bagels, muffins and, of 
course, White Fish.  Who needs lunch after a Time With 
Tim?

 Time With Tim will take a hiatus during November and 
December due to the holidays but will return in January.  
For “Motor Heads” it remains an important tool for suffer-
ing through the idle winter months.  Come join us in Janu-
ary.

Time With Tim
Story by Editor Mike O’Rear with photos by RSR Membership Chair and Historian Glenn Trapp
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RSR Members Jay Fash, Jeremy Goddard, Peter Grant, Rick 
Mammel, Mike O’Rear and Tim Pott traveled to Laguna 
Seca for this year’s Rennsport Reunion.  Here are pictures 

taken during the three day event. If you ever wondered if a  
Rennsport Reunion is worth attending -- IT IS!!

Rennsport Reunion V
Photos and captions by RSR President Rick Mammel

A 1953 550-01 -- the first 550 race car shown from its 
best angle

VW Transporter working as a parts hauler for “big broth-
er” Porsche’s motorsport department

A Porsche 550 Spyder -- normally painted, this one took 
more time to polish than it would take to rebuild its no-
toriously complicated 4-cam engine.

The Le Mans overall winner in 1970 -- a Team Salzburg 
917K

The John Wyer Gulf 917K -- the paint job made famous 
by Steve McQueen’s movie Le Mans

A 1976 934 Turbo -- built on Porsche’s 930 Turbo Carrera 
platform to take on Group 4 racing
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(Continued on page 17)

A Group C 956 with safety improvements and a power 
reduction for IMSA Rules

The view drivers briefly saw while being lapped by a 
1973 917-30 Can Am Spyder

A brief appearance in your rear view mirror just before 
being witness to 1100 horsepower

A 1971 908 -- really just an eight cylinder 917

43706 Utica Rd / Sterling Heights / 48314 / 586.991.2455 

 Compromise is for politicians 
When you’re ready to take your sports car to 
the next level, we’re ready to help. Tailored 
vehicle development for the enthusiast    
unwilling to compromise.  Contact us today.  
contactvrp@vrperformance.com 
www.vrperformance.com 
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Walt retired from NASA in 1975 to work in the private sec-
tor, and his love of driving sports cars continues to this day.

“Back in 1977, I got a Ferrari 246GTS. I found it out in 
the country, outside of Houston, and I bought it for 
$17,500. I sold it two years later for $27,000. If I had it 
today I could sell it for $300,000.  I tell you, that was a 
fabulous car, but the systems in it were never as good 
as a Porsche, back in those days. Here in Houston, it’s 
hotter than all get out in the summer, and very humid. 
The Ferrari had an air conditioner, but it was so pitiful 
that, if you had the side windows up, you would get wet 
inside the car. So, the reason I sold it at the time was 
that it just didn’t fit in Houston very well.”

 I used to pick up my Porsches at the factory. I was 
there a couple of times. I drove on the Porsche track 
one time. Also, I was in Italy, and they were trying to sell 
me a new Ferrari, which I couldn’t afford, but I acted 
like I could, so I got to drive on the Ferrari track too!”

 Road & Track magazine reported in 1989 that the NSX 
styling team looked to the F-16 fighter for inspiration, so 
maybe it is no surprise that an Acura NSX found its way into 
Walt’s life 

“I bought an Acura NSX in 1990, and I tell you, it’s a 
fine, fine automobile. I souped it up a little bit. I think 
we added 20HP. There was really only one thing wrong 
with it. It was underpowered.  I kept it for a long time. 
Then I sold it and bought a 2005 Corvette. 
 Porsches were getting more and more expensive. 
The 2005 Corvette was not a great car, better than the 
1964, but lacking if you compare it to Porsches. I didn’t 
do anything about it for years. I was not impressed 
with the transmission in it. I didn’t think the cockpit 

was all that great. It didn’t impress me as a car, but I 
drove it for a long time.”

 Then, for the April 2014 issue of Motor Trend, Walt was 
teamed with Arthur St. Antoine in a 2014 Corvette for a 
story and video, driving from Cocoa Beach, Florida to Hous-
ton. He was impressed. 

 “Now I have a 2015 Corvette. Great cockpit, nice 
looking. I didn’t get the Z06, but it has been a fine au-
tomobile. The biggest difference is, never in my life has 
my personal car had an automatic transmission. The C7 
has a paddle shift and automatic transmission. I used 
the paddle shift for about the first week. I have not 
used it since, except once and awhile to see if it is still 
working! The automatic transmission has 8 gears and it 
shifts faster than I ever could, regardless of what I tried. 
I have been converted. It’s really the only American car 

Walt Cunningham -- Astronaut and Sports Car Driver -- Pt. 3
By RSR Member Peter Church with photos courtesy of Walt Cunningham

Walt’s Ferrari 246GTS - A beautiful car that didn’t quite 
fit in Houston

Walt and his current sports car – 2015 Corvette C7

Walt and the brand new Acura NSX in 1990
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that is comparable to the Porsche.”
 I asked Walt about how his flying experience influenced 
his interest in cars:

“I think it did have some influence on me and what the 
influence was is a judgment on how the pilot and the 
vehicle interact. I’ve flown some good airplanes and 
some that weren’t so good, and the difference was not 
just in the overall performance, but how you could be-
come attached to the aircraft.”

I was interested in what Walt’s driving style is like:
“I drive a car in the same sense that I flew. When you 
are flying everything is relative. You are sitting in a ve-
locity field. When you are flying in formation, or com-
bat, anything like that, you are always measuring your 
airplane’s speed relative to the other airplane. You are 
matching velocities, not just positions. Many drivers 

just head for a hole that they want to get into. They 
concentrate on position. They don’t understand that 
the easy way to drive is to match up the velocity to the 
vehicles around you. As your velocity is matched up, 
you can do all kinds of things on the road. I would be 
teaching people how to drive in a velocity field, rather 
than just being aware of position.
In my opinion, if you are a true sports car person, even 
if you sell a car, you never quite let go of it. You have 
time slips from the drag strip, or an old greasy shop 
manual that you no longer have any use for, something 
you still hold onto. I still have some of the tools from 
when I was maintaining my cars myself. Those old cars, 
the MG-TD and the Austin? I still have that tool that you 
stick on the side of the carbs, to balance them.”      

There you go.           

Norbert Singer (in hat) was responsible for the racing 
success of most of the cars at the Rennsport Reunion, 
starting with the 917 through the all dominating 935, 
936, 956 and 962.

Everyone with a pre-’74 911 would kill to have this view 
when they open their decklid.

The most famous track corner in the USA (on the other 
side of the hill) provides great close-up viewing with the 
convenience of a beer tent.

The power plant of a 935 twin turbo.  Somewhere under 
the “jewelry” is a production 930 engine case producing 
a reliable 750 horsepower. 

(Rennsport from page 15)
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Power to Weight
 
It is very popular news for manufacturers to report on 
horsepower gains in new models now available with 400 
horsepower on up.   But consider the other performance 
trend that has kicked off, that is in reducing the weight of a 
car.  Porsche is reporting that it took out over 200 pounds 
from the new Carrera and Boxster and continues that trend 
through the rest of the line.   That is significant considering 
that the new cars are both longer and wider and contain 
more features than ever before.  Porsche resorted to using 
more aluminum content in the body which had to be an 
expensive direction to take. 
 While the reported objective of this weight reduction ef-
fort was to improve performance, there were other gains 
to be realized.   Besides weight being the enemy of per-
formance it is also the enemy of fuel efficiency.   Reduc-
ing the weight of the new cars allowed Porsche to reduce 
the displacement of the new engines without sacrificing 
performance.   Less displacement allowed for better fuel 
efficiency.   As manufacturers have discovered, reducing 
weight of the car allows the engineers to make other parts 
such as suspension, brakes, transmission and even cooling 
systems, smaller and lighter.  As cars gain technology and 
improved safety systems they gain weight that is difficult to 
offset.   That was another reason why Porsche and others 
have gone to plastics to improve the weight and efficiency. 
One of the new manufacturing directions seems to go coun-
ter to this power to weight issue and that is the new elec-
tric power solutions.  Not only is battery technology still a 
weighty solution but it brings with it other weight penalties 
such as heating and cooling of the batteries.    Electric mo-
tors may have become lighter and more efficient but pow-
er transfer from battery to motor still involves heavy cables 
and switch gear.   One solution Porsche has employed is to 
install the electric motor in between the gas motor and the 
transmission.    The trade off of that efficiency is technol-
ogy cost, maintenance cost and the complexity of not be-
ing able to share parts and production methods with their 
traditional power delivery systems.
 The power to weight ratio has significance in the driv-
ing experience in actual terms, and has progressed over 
the years.   How nimble a car feels in terms of steering, 
brake and acceleration response is often directly related to 
the weight of the car.  When I give a student a ride in my 
1972 911 they often remark how nimble the car feels.   It 

does only weigh 2112 with half a tank of gas but it also only 
has 210 horsepower for a power to weight ratio of 10.0:1.  
That was impressive in 1972 but not so much compared to 
today’s 991 Carrera RS with 3,113 pounds and 400 horse-
power for a power to weight ratio of 7.78:1.  Yes, a light car 
does seem to change direction better but the new car more 
than makes up for weight with more tire contact patch and 
sophisticated suspension engineering.  As good as the 991 
Porsche ratio sounds, consider that a 997 GT2 ratio is 6.6:1, 
a Dodge Viper is 6.8:1, a Lamborghini is 6.3:1 and a Z06 is 
6.2:1.  But whatever car I am in at a drivers school event, 
I always remind the student that when I get out of the car 
he will notice a change in the handling.   The lighter the car 
is, the more impact there will be.  That is also something 
to consider when driving on the road.  The total load in the 
car affects how the car will respond to a drivers input and 
to changing road conditions.  The car will not brake or turn 
as well in response to an emergency when it is carrying a 
load of passengers and luggage.
 Where the weight is located on the car also makes a dif-
ference in how nimble it feels.   In my 1972 911 Porsche 
went to the effort to move the oil tank ahead of the right 
rear wheel to keep the weight inside the wheel base and 
minimize the polar moment of inertia, that feeling of a 
pendulum weight effect on the car when cornering.   The 
batteries and the gas tank on an early 911 are located low 
in the trunk ahead of the front wheels.  Consider that the 
batteries weigh 25 pounds each and gas weighs 6.1 pounds 
per gallon, which is considerable weight to offset the en-
gine hung out behind the rear wheels.   Beginning with the 
993 model Porsche moved the gas tank behind the front 
wheels for less impact as the fuel load is burned off.   The 
ultimate design for optimum weight distribution is obvi-
ously a mid-engine configuration such as the Boxster and 
Cayman.
 Power to weight is one of the most challenging engi-
neering aspects to a car manufacturer.  It will become more 
important in the future as they seek to develop more fuel 
efficient cars.
 
Tom Fielitz
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Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081
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Back by popular demand:

Nick Moceri of Turbo Concepts
   plus special guest, stay tuned for details
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Rally Sport Region -- 2015 Election Ballot

Method Address Due

Snail Mail Mary Ann Kantrow
557 North Territorial Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Postmarked by
11/28

Email secretary@rsrpca.org 11/30

In person Annual General Meeting 12/1

The position of President and five positions on the board 
are up for election this year.  Each member and their affiliate 
may vote for the President position and five Board Mem-
bers.  For candidates’ submissions see the October issue of 
the Bahn Stormer (page 24) in your files or on the website 

at: http://rsp.pca.org/BahnStormer/Bahn_2015_10_web.
pdf 
 Please return your ballot by using one of the following 
methods:

 
2015 Election Ballot 

 
 
Candidate for President 
     PCA Member  PCA Associate Member 
 
Tim Pott    _________   _________  
Write In    _________   _________ 
  
 
Candidates for the Board (Vote for no more the five) 

PCA Member  PCA Associate Member 
Dave Cooper    __________   __________ 
Jim Dowty                                              
Dan Kantrow    __________   __________ 
Tom Krueger    __________   __________ 
Rick Mammel    __________   __________ 
Write In    _________   _________  
 
 
Membership Numbers: ____________________ _____________________ 
 
Signatures:   ____________________ _____________________ 
 
Reminder: The ballot must be signed or your votes will not count. 
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty

Rd.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
I am pleased to inform you that in 2015 regions within Zone 
4 hosted 3 Club Races, a significant increase from only one 
the previous year.  Our Zone 4 Club Races attract partici-
pants from all over the country driving a wide variety of 
models.
 In July, OVR hosted the Top Gun Challenge at Putnam 
Park Road Course in Mt. Meridian, IN.  They held 4 Sprint 
races over 2 days plus a 60-minute Enduro.  There was a 
dinner Saturday evening where awards from the day’s races 
were distributed.  In addition, there was a 3-day Advanced 
HPDE in conjunction with the races.  Southeast Michigan 
Region hosted Roar by the Shore at Gingerman Raceway 
in South Haven, MI, in August.  The 60-minute Enduro was 
held on Saturday while the Sprint races were held Sunday, 
and everyone enjoyed Saturday’s delicious catered dinner.  
The weekend also included a full DE with participants re-
ceiving a generous amount of time on the track.  The 3rd 
Club Race in Zone 4 was MORPCA’s Race of Champions at 
the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course held in September.  The 
4 Sprint races were held on Saturday and the 90-minute 
Enduro was Sunday morning.  They also held an Advanced 
HPDE throughout the weekend.  I have been working close-
ly with regions and Club Racing to add additional races to 
the schedule.
 Now that Porsche has officially announced the release of 
the GT4 Clubsport race car, I am excited to share with you 
that I have been one of a few individuals secretly working 
with Club Racing and Porsche Motorsports for some time 
now to possibly bring this new and exciting racing series 
to a world class venue within the zone.  If you have never 
been to a Club Race, plan to attend one, or better yet, vol-
unteer your time and services.  They really are a lot of fun, 
and the region would greatly appreciate the assistance.
 The last weekend of September Rennsport Reunion V, 
Legends of LeMans, the world’s premiere official Porsche 
gathering, was held at Laguna Seca.  It was an amazing 
event with a record breaking attendance of 57,351.  There 
were 1500 cars registered for the corrals which were sepa-
rated by model, including around twenty 918s.  
 For this event, Porsche assembled a spectacular collec-
tion of vintage and current racecars from 1955 to the pres-

ent, Many of these are rarely seen outside of the factory 
museum or are in private collections, such as Jerry Sein-
feld’s #20 Gulf 917.  Included in the collection were the 24hr 
LeMans winning 919 and the 911RSR that won the previous 
weekend at COTA.  Chopard sponsored the Heritage Dis-
play which showcased 60 of the rarest and most significant 
racecars.  In addition, 50 legendary and current drivers, en-
gineers, and owners were in attendance and participated in 
interviews and autograph sessions.  Many historic cars took 
part in the races held throughout the weekend, and it was 
incredible to be able to watch several 917s racing a few feet 
away as we stood just outside the paddock.
 The PCA tent hosted several presentations including one 
by August Achleitner, Porsche’s 911 Product Director, who 
introduced the new 991.2.  The twin turbocharged car rep-
resents the future of all 911s to come.
 With the holidays approaching, many regions will cel-
ebrate with their PCA family and friends by holding festive 
annual holiday parties.  Please remember to check your in 
boxes, region’s newsletter and website, as well as the Zone 
4 website http://zone4.pca.org  for the most up to date in-
formation about events available to you.  Also, consider at-
tending other regions’ events, such as:
• Rally Sport Region’s Polar Bear Run with Lunch at the 

Common Grill is November 1
• November 2 is Western Michigan Region’s Annual Plan-

ning Meeting at Bistro Bella Vita
• ARPCA Night with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra is 

November 7
• Motor-Stadt Region’s Monthly Board Meeting at Spag-

nuolo’s in Okemos is November 10
• November 11 is Michiana Region’s Business Meeting at 

Colombo’s Restaurant in Elkhart
• Maumee Valley Region’s Holiday Party is November 13
• Central Indiana Region’s Annual Dinner Gala at Ocean-

aire Tea Room is November 14
• November 14 is Mid-Ohio Region’s 1st Trickle Charged 

Saturday- Hagerty INS 
• Northern Ohio Region’s Annual  Meeting at Stoddard is 

November 14

Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano

Zone 4 Representative

(Continued on page 25)
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Members & Visitor Present: John Shoemake, Don Darnell, 
Paul Grusche, Jon Heidorn, Beth Trollman, David Finch, Wil-
liam Rogers, Matt Huber, Eric Gedeon, Jim Dowty - Insur-
ance, Glenn Trapp-Historian/Membership, Mike O’Rear Edi-
tor, Tom Krueger – Track Registrar, Conrad Zumhagen, and 
Dan Kantrow.

Call to Order:  Rick Mammel called the meeting to order at 
7:03PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

President’s Report: Rick thanked Tim Pott for his Time with 
Tim Event and his support throughout the year.

Meeting Minutes:  The Sept. minutes were reviewed.  Mo-
tion: To approve meeting minutes passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the September 
report. Motion: To approve financial report passed unani-
mously.  The board discussed the minimum balance that 
would be required to sustain the club.  Motion:  To review 
a 1-2 year cash flow analysis and determine a minimal bal-
ance amount required passed unanimously.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any 
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn 
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Insurance Report:  Jim Dowty has requests for insurance 
certificates for all our upcoming events. Documents from 
past events should be sent to Glenn for storage. 

Membership:  Glenn Trapp reported that the club has 280 
members.  The board discussed ways to get a younger crowd 
involved in the club.  Autocross events were discussed.

Track Report:  Christian Maloof, Phil Mather, Rich Chan, and 
Tom Krueger were all acknowledged for their efforts during 
our track events this year.
The age of our rental helmets will be reviewed and any hel-

met that will expire next year will be replaced.  We do need 
to consider a better way to transport and store the helmets.  
The track committee will look at the helmet rental program.  
Tom Bloom has donated a printer to the club.

Newsletter:  Mike O’Rear reported that the deadline for the 
November issue is October 26.

Website:  The board discussed the possibility of branching 
out to other social media site to attract the younger genera-
tion.

Events Committee:
• 11/1:  Polar Bear Run – Sebastian Gaeta
• 12/5:  Holiday Party – Germain Porsche of Ann Arbor

New Business: Jay Fash will be our concourse chair.  Paul 
Grusche is the co-chair.
Beer Mugs are on sale through Tom Krueger.  Find the ad in 
the newsletter.

Old Business:  Election news: The ballot is available in the 
newsletter.

Meeting adjourned:  8:30 P.M. Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann 
Kantrow

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday,  October 6, 2015

Rick Mammel:  President & Advertising .................Present
Tim Pott:  Vice President ........................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer ........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ................................Present
Tom Bloom .............................................................Present 
Jim Christopher: Past President & Advertising ........Absent

Michael Kimber .......................................................Absent
Jay Fash....................................................................Absent
George Gilligan .......................................................Present
Peter Grant .............................................................Present
John Kytasty ............................................................Present
Ron Pruette..............................................................Absent

• Southeast Michigan Region’s General Membership Din-
ner is November 20 at Pasquale’s Restaurant

• Ohio Valley Region’s Monthly Board Meeting and Mem-
ber Social is November 21 at Porsche of King’s Automall

If you have any questions or comments please feel free to 
contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Thanks,
Michael

(Connection from page 23)
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CARS FOR SALE  

1975 Porsche 914 Targa: 
VIN: 4752910974. 1.8L 
air-cooled four-cylinder 
engine, five speed manual 
transmission, with 75,400 
miles.

 Here is your entry-level 
Porsche! How often does the everyman get a chance to own 
an exotic, mid-engine sports car at a very affordable price? 
This 914 is just that opportunity. 914s have a lot going for 
them: the Porsche nameplate, a low initial investment, an 
abundant parts inventory, and a number of specialists ready 
and waiting to help. Handling is superb, with fine brakes and 
great steering. Its two trunks offer more storage room than 
most sports cars, ideal for road trips. Now is the time to get 
in and enjoy one of these entry-level exotic, yet reliable cars.
 Its engine and brakes were rebuilt at 63,200 miles, and 
the dual carburetors were rebuilt in 2013. The body is solid 
and relatively rust free, with only a few bubbles and marks 
on its older repay. Recent work includes a new fuel pump, 
battery and starter, making it well sorted and ready to enjoy. 
Service records and car cover included. Asking $9500.00. 
Contact Conrad at 734.645.5770 or Conrad@SellYourS-
portsCar.net (11/15)

1985 BMW Club Racer: Yes, I know, it’s not a Porsche, but it 
is a dedicated track car guaranteed to provide racing or DE 
fun. Special built 2.0L motor generating 165 reliable RWHP 
in a <2000lb chassis. Runs BMW Club EM or NASA GTS 2 or 3 
(needs ballast for 2). More special go fast goodies than can 
be listed here, but call/email for more information. Tim Pott 
knows the car also. Peter Grant (pgrant@speakeasy.net). 
734-604-1622. (10/15)

2003 Porsche Boxster S:  
Less than 21,000 miles, 
standard shift, 3.2 Liter, 
258 HP engine, the most 
powerful engine offered 
in the Boxster in 2003. 
This car has some GREAT 
features, including ex-
clusive not on the price 

sheet options ordered by original owner (a professional ten-

nis player) direct from Porsche. Original sticker MSRP was 
$77,080 in 2003.  We are 3rd owner; always garaged, never 
driven in snow, only two winters in Michigan (was a south-
ern car until two years ago), no rust whatsoever anywhere.  
Seal Grey Metallic , Natural Grey Leather interior; Glass rear 
window with defogger in convertible top; Bose sound sys-
tem; Navigation system; Power seats; 18” Carerra wheels; 
4-wheel ABS brakes; Alarm system; Fog lights; Parking As-
sist system; Porsche Stability Management System; 6-CD 
changer.  FULL CARFAX and more pics are available upon 
request. Location is Dexter MI 48130. Call Mike at 734-604-
0999 (05/15)

OTHER ITEMS

2008 Jayco Seneca 
36FS diesel mo-
tor home: 68,000 
miles, five beds, 
generator & solar 
power.  $72,500. 
Tom Krueger 313-
570-2223 (11/15)

Porsche 996 C2 wheels with Blizzak Tires: I have a nice 
set of 17 inch 996 wheels with Blizzak tires.  P205/50 R17 
fronts and P255/40 R17 rears.  The tires have 7 mm (9/32”) 
of tread depth and are all in good shape.  The wheels are 
in good shape with some minor road rash on two of them. 
996,362,124,00 and 996,362,128,00 $550 and delivery is 
possible depending on your location. Please contact Skip 
Kuhn at t1143rk@gmail.com or ring me at 734-344-9506. 
(09/15)

Set of orginal Fuchs 15” alloy wheels: (2) 15x7 and (2) 5x8 
off my 1983 Porsche 911sc. 
With a set of new Dunlop SP 3 
directional winter tires (10/32 
tread). No road rash. $1,500 
local pick up or buyer pays 
shipping.  Contact Charles 
Olender at jolender@yahoo.
com or 517-526-4767. (4/15)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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964-993 DAS Sport Bolt-In Roll Bar: Safety first for DE 
events. Excellent condition. Easy DIY installation. It requires 
no cutting, no drilling, no additional holes or any other 
modifications to the interior, upholstery or body of the car, 
a completely reversible installation. New cost is $1500 in-
cluding shipping. Buy this one for $600 with local pickup. 
Contact Steve 248-767-5699 steve@theshanksfamily.com. 
(08/15)

944 Parts:  Cleaning out the basement after 12 years of 
racing 944s.  Lots of parts, including turbo radiator, turbo 
trailing arms, alternators, brakes and many more. Located 
in Troy and super-cheap for local pick-up. Email christian-
cook43@yahoo.com for complete list. (12/14)

Porsche 993 “Cup”  replica alloy wheels: -set of 4.  (5 
Lug with center caps). Front: 7 1/2 J x 17 H2  (model # 
60374) Rear:  9 J x 17 H2  (model # 60474).  Very good 
condition.  Only a few areas with minor scratches. Asking 
$775 for the set. All offers considered. Please contact Kyle 
with any questions:  734-330-1365 or kpullen@umich.edu 
(03/15)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/14) 

WANTED

997.1 Turbo owner with failed hydraulic wing lift system: 
Need local beta tester for electric wing lift system instal-
lation. Works great on the 996 turbo, now I would like to 
adapt it to the 997 turbo. Please contact me for further 
details at: Dave Cooper, 734-207-1599, dcooper@rennkit.
com (09/15)

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer please 
contact Mike O’Rear at  morear734@gmail.com (Put 
“Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line).  
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The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI  48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Porsche recommends

Porsche of Farmington Hills
37911 Grand River Avenue
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
(248) 471-0800
www.farmington-hills.
porschedealer.com

©2011 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. Optional equipment shown is extra.  *To qualified customers through
Porsche Financial Services. See your participating authorized Porsche dealer for details.

There's a reason it's called a new beginning.

Ultra-low-mileage lease options now available.*
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