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By the time you are reading this, 
the news of Dr. John Melvin’s 
passing has been in the media 
for a couple of weeks. Even so, 
that news should have lost none 
of the sting and sorrow if it were 
issued just yesterday. During 
the Indycar race yesterday, the 
announcers reminded us of John’s 
relentless pursuit of driver safety. 

There are plentiful examples of letters from the nation’s 
top drivers citing Dr. John as the key ingredient in their 
survival when something did not go as planned. Then 
there is the long list of safety systems and hardware that 
may be common place today but would not exist without 
Dr. John’s creativity. I have to be selfish for a moment. 
While the motorsports community is certainly grieving the 
tragic loss of a brilliant engineer, I am grieving the loss of 
a friend. As is the case for RSR, it was John not Dr. John 
who would turn up at every DE to instruct. In his 37 years 
as a PCA member, (over twice as long as RSR has existed), 
there are very few who have not benefited from his driver 
coaching. Personally, I will miss the historical stories over 
lunch the first Saturday of every month, or the “what the 
hell did he do now” moments when he shows up with his 
latest improvement to his venerable 1972 911. The world 
may know him as Doctor John but to everyone in the Rally 
Sport Region he was John Melvin, a strong supporter of 
our club, a person passionate about our members’ safety, 
but most of all……….. our great friend. No one I have ever 
known is more befitting of the statement “God speed, my 
friend.” 
 I need to acknowledge the exceptional efforts of 
RSR’s Dave and Norah Cooper. Events Chairpersons 
or not, hosting back to back events in one month is a 
monumental effort. Their first event was the Beach Drive, 
one I missed as I was out of town. Though not able to 
attend one of my favorite drives the word that got back to 
me from those who attended was that it was terrific -- as 
always. Two weeks later was the Porsche Car Corral at the 
Concours at St. Johns. Dave put in the effort to improve 
the registration process and eliminate the problems 
experienced with tickets last year. Staging before the 
Corral took place at Ideola’s Garage on Northville Road. 
Special notice needs to go out to Dan Beckett and Larry 
Decker for sharing their time, their business and their 
parking lot. If that were not enough making sure there 

was coffee and carbs, (the edible kind) for the large turn 
out just took it to the next level. It was a great idea to 
have everyone together for 45 minutes before heading 
to the Concours. With several regions in attendance, 
everyone had a chance to socialize before the group got 
broken up once they hit the field at St. Johns. 
 Dave also moved the generic car corral up a notch 
to include a concours judging of our Porsches parked so 
carefully on the perfectly manicured greens of St. Johns 
golf course. Please give a silent prayer for the Greens 
Keeper who has to re-roll the greens to get all those tire 
ruts out. Dave employed the skills of SEM’s Concours 
Chairman, Fred Young to assist in setup and coaching 
the judges to assure fairness and consistency. With 11 
vehicle categories to judge many in attendance had a 
good chance to take home a prize for detailing efforts. 
Thank you to Chief Judge Fred Young, plus Leon Lewis, 
Carlos Carmona, Jay Fash, Larry Decker, Dan Beckett, 
Bruce Gearns and Zone 4 Rep, Michael Soriano for taking 
time away from the show field to judge the corral full of 
beautiful Porsches.
 The Friday night before the concours, saw a St. John’s 
event 180 degrees out from the pomp and polish of 
Sunday’s gathering. Friday’s Autobahn Night could be best 
described as a low key gathering of all German marques. 
The entire front parking lot was packed, organized in 
rows by manufacturer. It was not long until that Germanic 
linear organization went to the dogs. First it was the Audi 
row that started giving up spots to Porsches. Then came 
the BMW row, with more Porsches invading those extra 
spots. Then the organizer announced a name change for 
the event, “Autobahn Night, featuring Porsche and other 
makes!!!” A perk for those in attendance was the ability 
to walk through the RM Auctions inventory of collector 
cars that were being auctioned the next day. Several 
noted how great it was to get a chance to see those cars 
up close. If you missed it this year, get Autobahn night on 
your calendar for next year.
 Since the last issue, news is in on the financial 
success of our premiere June DE at Grattan. With all the 
expenditure to assure attendees had a terrific experience 
we came very close to breaking even. That break even 
number would not have been possible without the 
substantial contributions from Porsche of Ann Arbor and 
RSR’s own Tom Bloom and Bloom Roofing. Thank you both 
for your financial support of the Rally Sport Region !!!

Traction Control
 By Rick Mammel, RSR President

(Continued on Page 5)
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August 5 (Tue.):   RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

August 19 (Tues.):  Waterford Hills Drivers’ Education

September 10 (Wed.):   RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM --  
Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth

September 6 (Sat.):  2014 Ann Arbor Challenge Scaven-
ger Rally 9 AM.  Hosted by Axel Schmidt (see page 17).

September 16 (Tues.):  Waterford Hills Drivers’ Educa-
tion

October 7 (Tue.):   RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

October 11 (Sat.):  Fall Color Tour 1 PM.  Hosted by 
Stewart and Sally Free.

November 1 (Sat.): Polar Bear Run. Hosted by Sebastian 
Gaeta

November 4 (Tue.):   RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

December 2 (Tue.):   RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

Mid- December (TBD):  RSR Christmas Party.  Hosted by 
President Rick and First Lady Lynda Mammel.

RSR Calendar of Events

For more information on surrounding area events, see “Around the Zone” on page 21.

 A very special acknowledgement goes to our award 
winning Bahn Stormer Editor for doing it again. Awarded 
at this year’s Porsche Parade our Editor, Mike O’Rear was 
awarded a second place for his tireless efforts to produce 
this terrific newsletter. Third place last year, second 
this year. Let’s hope the pattern continues next year. 
Congratulations Mike.    

(Traction Control from Page 4)

Dr. John Melvin
In addition to Tim’s thoughtful article (page 11) on the 
passing of John Melvin, he provided the following links 
to additional information:

A complete list of John’s accomplishments are chroni-
cled on his obituary, which is available by visiting this 
link. http://www.niefuneralhomes.com/obituaries/
John-Melvin/#!/Obituary   

I find this article to be an excellent tribute to John’s 
work.  http://sports.espn.go.com/rpm/columns/
story?id=3199468 .

Other interesting reading are some of the comments of 
the loss from various drivers that can be found here.  
http://motorsportstalk.nbcsports.com/2014/07/18/
nascar-safety-advocate-dr-john-melvin-passes-away/  
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TODD J. MIERZWIAK
PRESIDENT

WESTGATE  
INSURANCE AGENCY

3450 W. CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE 344
TOLEDO, OH 43606

(419) 536-2213  FAX (419) 536-0221
CELLULAR (419) 283-5593
www.westgateagency.com
todd@westgateagency.com

Membership Information

Glenn Trapp, our Membership Chair (and 
Historian), has undertaken the arduous task 
of adding associate members’ names when 
members are recognized for their anniversa-
ries.  It is our hope that not too many spouses 
names have changed since you completed 
your registration on the National PCA web-
site.

We regret any errors, if they occur, and 
encourage you to update your profile on the 
website.  The profile includes your address, 
phone, associate member and vehicles.

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. .

Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
 Vu Nguyen
 PO Box 6400
 Columbia, MD 21046
and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama 
and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with 
PCA national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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3rd Saturday of Every 
Month  

(April – Oct) 
April	  19,	  May	  17,	  June	  21,	  July	  19,	  August	  16,	  

September	  20,	  October	  18	  

All	  Cars	  &	  Enthusiasts	  Welcome!	  
For	  more	  information	  on	  Cars	  and	  Coffee	  –	  	  

jonheidorn@comcast.net	  
	  

	  

Join	  us	  at	  Zingerman’s	  Roadhouse	  
2501	  Jackson	  Ave,	  Ann	  Arbor	  
7:30am	  –	  9:00am	  

This	  is	  Not	  A	  Rally	  Sport	  Region	  –	  Porsche	  Club	  of	  America	  Event	  

	  

Current Membership 476*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

Andy & Nancy Sasyk ................................. 29  
Doug & Joanne Ash .................................. 16
James & Susan Reynolds .......................... 14
Kelly & Susan Roberts ............................... 13
Wayne & Amanda Walter ......................... 12
Norm & Matthew Betts ............................ 11
Michael McGarry ........................................ 9
Martin Berthiaume ..................................... 8
Mike & Pat Stanton ..................................... 7
Matthew & Renee Hansen ......................... 6
Ben Ludy ..................................................... 3
Wes Nardoni ............................................... 3

Andrew & Sarah Derminer ......................... 2
Larry Dupuis & Sue Robach ........................ 2
Ann & Scott Kelly ........................................ 2
Gregory Lowe ............................................. 2
Theo Nittis .................................................. 2
Michael Shore & Eilene Davis ..................... 2
Andrew & Terrie Thompson ....................... 2
John & Cheryl Tree ..................................... 2
Estella Woo & Michael Goebelbecker ........ 2
Brad & Donna Ruff ...................................... 1
Giridhar Vedala ........................................... 1

Steve Hale
Brighton, MI
2013 White 911 Carrera S

Alexander & Christina 
Lewis
Ypsilanti, MI
1978 911 SC

John Loomis
Ann Arbor, MI
1989 Slate Gray Metallic 
911 C4

Hieu Nguyen
Ann Arbor, MI
2006 Midnight Blue Me-
tallic Boxster

Gary & Sue Sikkema
Ann Arbor, MI
2008 Gray 911 C4S

Dave & Colleen Thurston
Ann Arbor, MI
2010 White Boxster

Lan Yao
Ypsilanti, MI
2013 Blue Boxster

* Includes 284 Primary Members
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Another year of toying with the idea of trying your hand 
at track driving?  Make this the year!  Drivers’ Education 
events offer the perfect chance for car lovers to learn 
more about performance driving.

What is Drivers’ Education?

Rally Sport Region’s drivers’ education is nothing like the 
driving classes you had in high school (or perhaps through 
the Sears Driving School). RSR’s DEs offer you the chance 
to learn advanced driving techniques on a real race track. 
DEs take place over the course of a day or weekend, 
pairing drivers of all levels with certified instructors and 
allowing them to experience driving at speed. Our ses-
sions are a safe and challenging way for you to experience 
driving a Porsche the way it was meant to be driven. If you 
love your car and have always wanted to learn more about 
driving technique, join us!

When you participate in Rally Sport Region DEs you get...

*  An experienced PCA instructor (who in many cases is a 
current or former race driver) assigned to you for the 
duration of the day. You’ll develop a relationship that 
will allow you to apply and refine what you learn on 
and off the track.

*  Two or more classroom sessions covering proper driv-
ing technique. The classes offer plenty of time to ask 
questions.

*  Four hands-on driving sessions (“runs”) on the track. 
No need to worry about people being faster/slower 
than you; you will be assigned to a group according to 
your experience and ability.

*  “Hot Laps”: the option to ride in your instructor’s car 
or have the instructor drive your car at speed.  This is a 
great way to see firsthand what a car can do.

*  Breakfast, lunch and beverages are included and 
supervised by RSR Treasurer/chef extraordinaire 
Burghard Linn.

*  If needed, a free loaner helmet.
*  A guaranteed relaxed, collegial and fun atmosphere!

So, if you are ready to explore the capabilities of your car 
join us for one of our Drivers’ Education events.
Complete and submit the form on the facing page or, even 
more conveniently, check out the Rally Sport Region web-
site (rsp.pca.org), under the Drivers’ Education tab.

The two remaining 2014 Rally Sport Region DEs are as 
follows:

Tue., August 19 at Waterford Hills

Tue., September 16 at Waterford Hills

Drivers’ Education Season Is Still Here
Story by Mike O’Rear 

If You Aren’t at Your Last Job,   
Why Is Your 401(k)?
Leaving a 401(k) with a previous employer could mean 
leaving it alone with no one to watch over it.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k) 
and help you select the one that’s best for you. If you’d 
like to roll it over to an Edward Jones Individual Retire-
ment Account (IRA), we can help you do it without 
paying taxes or penalties. And you can feel confident 
that someone is looking out for you and your 401(k).

To find out why it makes sense to talk with Edward 
Jones about your 401(k) options, call or visit your 
local financial advisor today.

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

David C Yu
Financial Advisor
.
123 N Ashley St Suite 110
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
734-769-0127
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If you’ve been a regular attendee to 
RSR’s track events, you’ve prob-
ably had the good fortune to run 
into John Melvin.  If you were even 
luckier, you might have had him as 
an instructor in one of our driver’s 
education events.  Sadly, John 
passed away on July 17th after suc-
cumbing to cardiac arrest.   While 
John’s recent involvement at the 

racetrack hasn’t been as intense as it once was, he has 
remained a “regular” and always makes one or more of 
our Drivers’ Ed events per year.  He’s also been a regular 
attendee at many of our social and tech events and pre-
sented several extremely interesting and informative talks 
on race track safety.  John’s interest in almost everything 
automotive and specifically Porsches never waned.  He 
was a charter member of RSR and his membership in PCA 
goes back 37 years.  
 Those of us in the RSR region might be inclined to 
identify many of our members by the Porsche they drive; 
John’s Porsche was a butterscotch brown 1972 911T with 
a duck tail. He was a consummate tinkerer and the ‘72T 
was never good enough for him, and therefore was the 
recipient of many modifications to most of the systems on 
the car.  I recall one time discussing his continual “med-
dling” with a car that was already quite good just the way 
it was with John’s wife, Doris.  She explained to me what I 
had already suspected, that John “enjoyed the process” as 
much or perhaps more than the actual result or outcome.  
Not that the outcome wasn’t important.  In fact it was so 
important that John would continue to fine tune every 
modification until it met his exacting expectations. Over 
the years, from about 1975 until his final days with us, I 
became something of a co-conspirator in the “Melviniza-
tion” of his 1972 911.  The most interesting modification, 
and the one that he was continuing to tweak, was the 
adaptation of a supercharged force induction system, 
entirely of his own design and making.
 But the Porsche was only John’s hobby, his life’s work 
was far more important and impressive than any single 
automobile or project.  John was one of the county’s 
premier experts on racing safety issues.  One of his many 
impressive accomplishments was to persuade NASCAR 
drivers to use his highly touted HANS device.  While the 
HANS device  was not John’s invention, he worked closely 

with the developers of this now ubiquitous piece of safety 
equipment.  Getting NASCAR drivers to step out of their 
macho persona and use this life saving device was no easy 
task.  John, however, prevailed using the same methodi-
cal and relentless energy he applied to every challenge he 
encountered.  It is a tribute to his efforts to read all the 
memorial “tweets” from the NASCAR drivers who actually 
credit John for “saving their lives” by teaching them how 
to employ the HANS device as well as many other safety 
devices to allow their optimum functionality.  
 Prior to his work with NASCAR, John worked with 
Indycar teams convincing them to allow him to install 
black boxes on their cars so he could download data in 
the event of a crash.  This data was then used to develop 
components of these race cars that resulted in fewer 
leg injuries as well as other potential injuries.  John also 
worked on the actual development of the black box de-
vices themselves .  He once related a story of how he and 
Doris would go to the race tracks with hundreds of nine 
volt batteries and their boxes taping them into place to 
collect his data.
 But perhaps the most remarkable thing about John is 
that in the light of all his accomplishments, he didn’t seem 
to feel the need to promote them.  Down to earth and soft 
spoken, John was always willing to listen and talk to every-
body, and he always treated everyone the same: with the 
utmost respect.  We have lost a truly amazing and selfless 
individual in John Melvin.  He will be missed dearly by his 
wife, Doris, his daughters Julie and Pamela, his extended 
family, countless PCA members and the entire racing com-
munity. 
 Several links that provide more detail on the accom-
plished life of John Melvin are provided at the bottom of 
page 5 in this issue.

The Passing of John Melvin
By RSR Vice-President Tim Pott
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This year 60 people (and a lot of great cars) joined in for 
the 5th Annual Irish Hills Lake Tour, hosted by Dave and 
Norah Cooper.  The event was moved to a new starting lo-
cation just two days before departure.  During a “dry run” 
it was discovered that the original starting point parking 
lot was torn up and the nearby ramps to I-94 were blocked 
off.  Even though an eblast was sent out and RSVPers were 
notified, two unfortunate Porsches showed up at the 
wrong place.  
 The day of the driving tour was sunny and nearly per-
fect for a winding 75 mile drive past many Irish Hills lakes 
on a journey from Ann Arbor to Clark Lake near Brooklyn.  
This year, inspired by a similar “gimmick rally” by Mike and 
Kathy O’Rear, the Coopers put together an “I Spy Gim-
mick Rally.”  Nineteen “interesting or unusual” landmarks 
along the route were provided in order, with driving teams 
searching to find them and write down odometer read-
ings.  However, there was a catch.  An automatic win was 
offered to anyone taking a picture of a wild turkey along 
the route!  Since the Coopers thought ahead and brought 
a turkey call – they were almost guaranteed a photo.  After 
a picturesque and circuitous route through lake country, 
the group arrived at the famous Beach Bar on Clark Lake 
for a buffet lunch spread along with Gimmick Rally winner 
announcements.
 Prizes were handed out to the top two driving teams 
finding the most landmarks.  First place for highest num-
ber of landmarks found went to the eagle-eyed team of 
James Lang and Stephanie Bracken, who found 16 of the 
19 landmarks given – they won two movie passes.  Second 
place went to Conrad Zumhagen and Kathy Stevens, also 

spotting 16 landmarks, however, two of them were several 
miles from the correct location (we suppose it’s possible 
there were two Iron Horse sculptures and two Barber 
Poles along the way).
 It was a fun day and a great place to end up for stories 
and good times together.  I wonder what the gimmick will 
be next year?

2014 Irish Hills Lake Tour (and “I Spy” Gimmickry)
Story by Dave Cooper photos by Dave and Norah Cooper and Stewart & Sally Free

It was a happy crowd that gathered for a post drive meal at the 
Beach Bar on Clark Lake.

Hosts Norah and Dave Cooper once more put on an 
interesting, entertaining and enjoyable afternoon 
demonstrating once more, it’s not only the cars -- it’s 
the people.

Jim and Liz Christopher brought guests, shown 
here,  Joy and Kevin Kelly.  Hopefully, they will soon 
be members.
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Colleen & Dave Thurston with their 2010 Boxster

Estella Woo & Michael Goebelbecker with their 964 
Coupe

Rick & Beth Peterson recently joined RSR and 
brought their 2007 911 Turbo.

New member Jan Tripp brought his very early, 1967 
911.  Forty-seven years old and still looking very sharp!

Board Member John Gilligan was joined by his wife 
Mary in their 2001 911 Cabriolet

New member Lan Yao showed up all smiles in his 
new 2013 Boxster S.
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Howard	  
Cooper	   	  
Import	  

Porsche	  of	  Ann	  Arbor

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor
Come visit our brand new Porsche building

2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street.  go North 1/2 mile...

Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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I thought again of Pescara recently as I helped guide my 
brother across Europe in his R32 on the way to Corfu in 
Greece and his new career as a yacht skipper in the Greek 
Islands.  I took him along the Route Napoleon, across to St 
Moritz and over the Stelvio, down to Brescia and along the 
route of the Mille Miglia (although the Futa and Raticosa 
passes were driven backwards…), around the real Mugello, 
down to Pescara on the Adriatic, and then to the ferry 
from Bari to Kephalonia.  Pretty nice.
The circuit at Pescara was always considered dangerous, 
and this at a time when danger was seemingly ignored.  
Sports were those in which you could likely be killed:  
boxing, bull fighting and motor racing.  The rest were 
considered games. 
 The circuit centered around the picturesque coastal 
town of Pescara was established in 1924.   The 15-mile 
circuit remains the longest track ever used for a Grand Prix 
and featured a four-mile straight – today, route SR16bis 
- along the Adriatic (this stretch also used in the longer 
Mille Miglia route variants) and in places 500 feet up on 
the cliff-side, followed by a wild ride inland up through the 
Abruzzo hills; it included a level crossing and several rather 
violent passages through the many hill-top villages. The pit 
and paddock complex was located with the start/finish in 
Pescara at the end of the coastal straight and, in an effort 
to slow competitor speeds past the pits, the circuit be-
came one of the first to have an artificial chicane installed 
just before the pit lane.  
 The Pescara circuit was home to the Coppa Acerbo.  
One Enzo Ferrari won the first of these in 1924 in his Alfa 
Romeo, and in 1934, the venue saw the death of the then 
team-manager Ferrari’s rising star, the remarkable Guy 
Moll.  The race was run for the top class of international 
competition and, although never itself a venue of the 
European Championship, was considered one of the most 
prestigious races of its day. The early races were domi-
nated by Italian cars and drivers:  Alfa Romeo in particular 
was almost unbeatable. The Milanese manufacturer won 
seven of the first nine races - only in 1926 were the Alfas 
beaten by the legendary Bugatti T35, and in 1930 by Ital-
ian star-driver Achille Varzi driving a Maserati.
 Alfa’s domination of the Coppa Aperto came to an end 
with the introduction of the 750 kg Grand Prix regulations 
in 1934; this race was marked by tragedy when Guy Moll, 
one of the most promising young drivers of the day, was 
killed.  The Mercedes-Benz and Auto Union eclipsed all 
their rivals for the following five years.  Although the race 

was again won by two Italian drivers during this time, 
including a second victory for Varzi, it was only when the 
organizers adjusted rules to the 1.5L voiturette formula in 
1939 that any other manufacturer could stand a realistic 
chance of winning. Alfa Romeo’s new 158 Alfetta took the 
honous in this last competition before the outbreak of 
World War II.
 On August 18th, 1957, Pescara hosted a round of the 
Formula 1 World Championship.  Unusual at the time, 
this was a second race within one country, for the Italian 
Grand Prix itself was staged as usual at Monza.  The Pes-
cara circuit was always considered extremely dangerous, 
and Enzo Ferrari, not known for the compassionate treat-
ment of his drivers, did not send his team to the race out 
of fear for his drivers’ safety. The main straight at Pescara 
ran along a 500 foot high cliff. The total lack of safety on 
the circuit meant that if a driver were to go off the course 
there, they would most likely drive off the cliff into the 
Adriatic Sea. 
 The race drew a crowd in excess of 200,000 specta-
tors.  The bravery demanded by the track really sorted out 
men from boys:  Juan Manuel Fangio in his Maserati 250F 
qualified on pole with a time of 9:44.6 compared to Jack 
Brabham’s (himself hardly a boy) time of 11:35.2…; many 
of the drivers on the grid had never driven at Pescara be-
fore.  Moss in a Vanwall equaled Fangio’s qualifying time, 
and went on to win over the 18 laps, with Fangio three 
minutes behind followed by the Maseratis of Harry Schell 
and Masten Gregory.  Of the sixteen starters, only seven 
cars finished; Moss lapped Brabham’s Cooper-Climax three 
times…
 Pescara hosted a 12-hour sports car race in the 1950s. 
The circuits’ use faded away in the 1960s as it was impos-
sible for the organizers to guarantee any safety of partici-
pants.
 My brother loved his thrash around this romantic 
circuit.

The Pescara Circuit
Story by RSR Member Jeremy Goddard
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Seventeen years.  That was how long I had to wait to drive 
the car I had read and dreamt about owning.  It was paint-
ed in my favorite color, speed yellow.  Six-speed manual, S 
variant.  I had been in the market for a roadster after miss-
ing the fun and excitement I had had with a Honda S2000 
AP2.  That car, my only car that I had when I moved back 
to Michigan from Alabama, was sold to finance a purchase 
of a Ford Focus 5-door.  What can I say?  It holds a lot of 
cargo for the girlfriend and I on our camping trips.  But, as 
much fun as the Honda was, I didn’t want to own another 
one.  No, this was going to be the one chance to own the 
Porsche I have wanted for a very long time.
 First introduced to me on the front cover of the De-
cember 1996 issue of Road & Track in Guards Red, it had 
immediately won me over with its voluptuously curvy 
styling.  Joe Rusz, author of the test drive that I read and 
re-read, helped to convince me that the car was a winner 
when he heaped praises upon praises for the vehicle’s 
balanced dynamics, ample power, beautiful design inside 
and out, and its Porsche-ness (despite being a clean-sheet 
design).  By the time I had memorized the article (even the 
technical data and test results), I told myself that I would 
be able to drive and own a Boxster one day.  
 Fast-forward to October 2013.  Many days prior were 
spent scouring the classifieds for a Boxster S, seeing what I 
can afford and how far I was willing to drive to try one out.  
To my surprise, I found that speed yellow Boxster nearby 
in Farmington Hills at a BMW dealership.  It had some 
miles on it, a given since it was 10 years old, but it had 
been in Florida for much of its life and was in good shape.  
Plus, it was reasonably priced.  I had to have a go in it im-
mediately.  But, immediate couldn’t happen.  By the time 

the dealership and I agreed on a day, the weekend had 
already come.  We had already planned a camping trip to 
Petosky and I wasn’t about to disappoint my girlfriend.  
So, we went on our camping trip as planned and had a 
fantastic time, enjoying the beautiful fall weather and the 
gorgeous stretch of road known as the Tunnel of Trees 
(M-119).  Trip over, we made a bee-line straight for the 
dealership, arriving just as night had fallen.  Amazingly, the 
Boxster was still on the lot.  
 The salesman said he received many calls for the car, 
but no firm commitment to it yet.  I asked if I could have 
a go with my girlfriend as my co-pilot and he said yes.  
From the moment I inserted the key in the usual Porsche 
position to the actual drive itself, I was like a kid again, ex-
citement bursting through the seams.  The noise, the look, 
the way it feels when driven…it was a dream come true.  
Test drive over, I talk it over with my significant other.  She 
senses my enthusiasm for it and (perhaps not wanting to 
hear my complaining about not having a fun car to drive) 
says to me “Go big or go home.”  So I went big.  The little 
kid that told himself 17 years ago that he would be able to 
own a Boxster finally saw his wish come true.
 My first Porsche has a sad ending, unfortunately.  
Barely a month into ownership, I lost control while nego-
tiating a turn going too fast under icy conditions.  The rear 
left corner of the car smashed into the rather tall curb 
first, then the right front corner followed suit.  The vehicle 
came to a rest in the drainage ditch that was delineated by 
the curb.  Very thankfully, neither my passenger nor I was 
hurt in the crash.  It was the classic 5-miles-away-from-
home-and-about-to-garage-it-for-the-season scenario that 
ended my ownership of the yellow Boxster S.  Enough 
damage had been done to the vehicle that it was deemed 
a total loss.  I had held out hope that that wouldn’t be the 
case and when the news came, it had delivered a devastat-
ing blow to my dream and served to remind me that no 
matter how accomplished of a driver you are, you still 
must respect the laws of physics when friction has been 
greatly reduced.  It could have been a lot worse.
 Happily, however, my experiences with the speed yel-
low Boxster S had led me to continue living the dream.  
Not long after the episode, I tracked down a newer 2006 
Boxster S in Nashville.  All records were kept, the Carfax 
was clean, and it had a rather striking color combination of 
Midnight Blue (with matching blue top) and beige interior.  
With everything checking out good, I went ahead with the 

My First Porsche
By New RSR Member Hieu Nguyen

My First Porsche at Domino Farms in October
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September  6th 2014

9.00 a.m. till roughly 3 p.m.

Parking Lot of Travis Pointe Country Club

Please R.S.V.P. by August 20th to mail@axel-schmidt.de

Organized by Claudia & Axel Schmidt

Please be invited to the first Rally Sport Region scavenger hunt in the

Ann Arbor Area.

The task will be to complete 20 questions along the way

and to master 4 special tasks. This will be „stressfull“, but a lot of fun.

Picture yourself driving your Porsche in „Amazing Race“.

purchase.  Thus, just before Snowmaggedon 2013, it was 
shipped to me.  With this one, I promise to take very good 
care of it as I know that I will not get another chance, if my 
now-fiancée has anything to say about it.

The replacement for the gone-but-not-forgotten Speed 
Yellow Boxster S

Congratulations to our New Contributors 
Now, How About You?

Thanks and congratulations to Hieu Nguyen for his 
fun article about acquiring his first Porsche, and 
to Axel Schmidt for translating a great German 
column on Porsche snobbery. 

Don’t you have a good Porsche, or other car story 
to tell?  Be a part of this award winning publica-
tion!!
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The Germans and 1000 False Porsches
By Guido Bellberg in “Die Welt” Magazine as translated by RSR Member Axel Schmidt

Did you know that there is no country in the world 
with fewer Porsches than Germany?  America, England 
and even Italy are full of these wonderful cars. Only in 
Germany are Porsches extinct, or at least the “real ones.” 
The more people you ask, the more they will say which 
Porsche is “drivable” and which car is actually “not a real 
Porsche.”  Particularly passionate in this argument are 
those who have never owned a Porsche, or those who 
once had one but switched for a “purist reason,” or be-
cause of the kids, to a Citroen Berlingo (ugly French family 
car). Bahh.
 Their passionate conclusions on the range of Porsches 
from Zuffenhausen are always the same:
 
1.    The 914 is actually a Volkswagen
2.    The 924 from the 80’s is of course the taboo “house-

wife Porsche”. (Why housewives are so bad and why 
no one has ever seen a housewife in a 924, remains an 
eternal mystery. )

3.    Then comes the 944, also with the front engine and 
the transmission at the rear -- for that reason alone it is 
not a real Porsche. The 944 also has door handles from 
Volkswagen.

4.    The sequel to the 944, the 968, has indeed - at last - 
round lamps, but also the front engine. Therefore it has 
to be ruled out.

5.    There might still remain the 928 (respectfully called 
the “Land Shark” in England) -- the former luxury pimp 
car par excellence. This is a little more difficult. Admit-
tedly this wonderful car has the engine in front and 
the transmission in rear and even worse: AUTOMATIC, 
but it can score, because it was more expensive than a 
mistress at its time and has eight cylinders. And Al Pa-
cino drives one in Scarface (with the appropriate porn 
sunglasses). Even some 911 believers admit in private 
that the 928 is actually the “best Porsche ever built.” A 
difficult case, indeed. Let’s say the 928 is a half Porsche. 
And for that, it is simply too expensive as a used car.

6.    The Boxster must not be mentioned. It is, not only in 
principle, the successor to the 944 and thus unworthy, 
but it also introduced the devilish fried eggs lamps to 
the Porsche world and temporarily took over the 911 
in popularity.  It is the messenger of evil.  In addition, 
all drivers of Kangoo (an ugly Renault), Seat (a cheap 
Volkswagen brand) and Peugeot agree that the Boxster 
is a woman’s car.

  

Let us come finally to the 911 or the “Elfer”.
The very old 911s are real Porsches, of that there is no 
doubt among automotive professionals and that is every-
body in Germany. But even here there are pitfalls.
1.    The Urelfer (=Early 911) is still pretty damn close to 

the Beetle. And who likes the Beetle?
2.    The “G” model (1973-1989) is a great car, but I’m 

sure that the 911 purists in 1973 were all pale and 
exclaimed: “The bumpers are ugly!” And the tail for the 
turbo was kind of embarrassing for the dentist.

3.    In 1998, the 911 was built for the last time with air 
cooling and there the subject ends for real 911 drivers. 
Everything water-cooled can not be a real Porsche. 
Yawn.

4.    The 911 with the fried eggs lamps (996) is uncool of 
course. After all, the lamps are indeed the most impor-
tant thing on a car.

5.    So you can only then strike again with the current 911, 
but this is  of course not purchasable, because that is a 
“retirees’ glider”.  At least this is said by people driving 
an Audi A6 in everyday life.

6.    About the Cayenne, which is the SUV for beginners 
(there were no off-road tires available), you have to 
lose not a word anyway.  The Cayenne is in truth, just a 
better VW (Touareg), so really something like the 914 
in size. The new, smaller  Macan is between two stools 
and neither SUV nor sports car.

 
 What is interesting about the whole thing is that no 
one seems to trust  the Porsche Company to decide what 
is a Porsche and what is not.  Imagine, all the computers 
after the iMac  would be “not really Apple computers.” In-
tel processors and iPhones would then be the counterpart 
of transaxle gears and Boxsters. And the iPad would be the 
Cayenne. Or imagine if half of Italy would deny that all cars 
that have been designed after the death of the founder, 
are “real” Ferraris.
  The bad news: It is virtually impossible to drive a 
Porsche in Germany and at the same time to escape the 
“know-it-alls” (non-Porsche) drivers.  Actually, yes only old 
911s count. And they are not really suitable for everyday 
use and are driven by their owners, usually only to the 
ice-cream parlor and back -- if it does not rain, or rained 
yesterday, or it might rain tomorrow. Or is it too hot today 
or too cold. So the car is not just for inspection and is 
driven three days in the year.

(Continued on Page 27)
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty

Rd.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
 I have been to many Parades since joining PCA, and 
they are always event filled weeks with more activities 
to attend than time, so I didn’t know what to expect this 
year.  The 59th annual Parade was held in Monterey, 
California, from June 15-21.  It was the largest Parade (to 
date) with close to 2400 people in attendance.  
While Parade officially begins with the Welcome Party on 
Sunday, I flew in on Thursday since our meetings began 
Friday and continued through Sunday evening, with addi-
tional meetings throughout the week.  As a matter of fact, 
there were a few days that I got up at 4:30 a.m. and was in 
meetings until 6 p.m.
 Between the meetings I was able to find some time 
to be outside and to explore the area.  On Monday I 
served as a Concours Judge for one of the largest Parade 
Concours ever.  As a rookie judge I wanted to work closely 
with someone I knew and trusted.  So I was happy when 
PCA Vice President Caren Cooper invited me to be part of 
her team.  I went on the Canepa Driving Tour which visited 
Bruce Canepa’s 70,000 sq. ft. facility that houses a show-
room, restoration facility, and motorsports museum fea-
turing a collection of very significant and notable Porsches.  
I was also able to travel to San Simeon to spend part of 
a day exploring Hearst Castle, and returned to Monterey 
along the beautiful and scenic Pacific Coast Highway with 
its unique blend of winding seaside vistas and towering 
redwoods, providing the opportunity to travel through 
Big Sur.  I was even able to take part in the Parade Laps 
on Laguna Seca.  In addition, Lisa and I participated in one 
of the largest Gimmick Rallies in Parade history, and were 
very pleased to take 3rd place.
 Thursday evening we hosted the Zone 4 Party, which 
was well attended and enjoyed by everyone.  A huge 
thanks to Howard Gilson of Gilson Motorsports for spon-
soring the event.  A group from next year’s Parade site 
was invited to and attended our zone party.  The group 
including French Lick and West Baden Resorts’ VP of Op-
erations, VP of Finance, and Conference Services Manager 
met with many Zone 4 members to help begin promoting 
next year’s Parade which is close to home in French Lick, 
Indiana.  They are working very hard to make the 60th 
Porsche Parade, June 21-27, 2015, the best one yet.  So be 

sure to plan to attend.
 As we continue to enjoy our very busy driving season, 
there are a number of wonderful events being offered 
throughout the Zone.  Please remember to check your re-
gion newsletters, websites, and emails as well as the Zone 
4 website for the most up to date list of events available 
to you.  I hope you will expand your horizons and travel 
to some of the outstanding events being held throughout 
Zone 4.
  Please consider attending other regions’ events, such 
as:
• Michiana Region is hosting an Autocross on August 2 at 

Tire Rack
• On August 2 Western Michigan Region members are 

attending the Red Barn Spectacular  
• Allegheny and Eastern Buckeye Regions are holding a 

DE and Autocross on August 9 & 10 at Pitt Race
• August 16 is Motor-Stadt Region’s Ice Cream Run
• Ohio Valley Region’s Hare and Hound Rally is August 16
• The Southeast Michigan Region Concours and Picnic in 

Troy is August 17
• August 19 is a Rally Sport Region Waterford Hills DE 

day
• Central Indiana Region’s Carmel Artomobilia Car Show 

is August 23
• August 23 is Mid-Ohio Region’s Drive and Dine to 

Mott’s Military Museum
• The 3rd Annual Northern Ohio Region Rib Off and 

Social is August 23
• Maumee Valley Region’s annual drive and brunch at 

Mon Ami Winery is August 24

 I look forward to having the opportunity of meeting 
each and every one of you at these upcoming events. If 
you have any questions or comments please feel free to 
contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Thanks,
Michael

Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano

Zone 4 Representative
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3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Lanyards
 
You probably are not a lanyard collector and you will prob-
ably not be surprised to find out that I do collect lanyards.  
Lanyards at their most basic are just cords that hang 
around your neck and are attached to a plastic holder 
or card.  You might get one from a school or business to 
display a membership ID card.  You might also receive a 
lanyard for a special event to display a pit pass ID or hold 
an event ticket.   Usually the lanyard is just a plain cord or 
ribbon but for the really classy events even the cord has 
a brand or unique design just for that event and the cre-
dential holder is almost a work of art unique to that event.  
Most people just discard the lanyard after the event but 
I am not most people.   I have a rather large collection of 
lanyards, to be precise 38 lanyards and still growing.  The 
average person might have one or two ticket lanyards 
that they dig out to hold their tickets to the next race they 
attend.  I have bought a few of ticket lanyards myself and 
of course they are not plain lanyards but have a design 
that represents some special race event or racetrack.  In 
fact I just received such a lanyard that inspired me to write 
this piece.  I participated in a driving school at Mid Ohio 
hosted by the Mid Ohio PCA region.  They issued a lanyard 
to each participant to hold the three day schedule for the 
event.  My lanyard ribbon was decorated with all of the 
safety flags and the words MORPCA Instructor.   I am not 
sure I will ever have the opportunity to use that lanyard 
again but obviously it is too special to throw away. 
 There is another class of lanyard that I have acquired 
that are equally too treasured to throw away.  When I 
receive press credentials as a writer for Vette Vues Maga-
zine they usually come with a lanyard issued just for that 
event.  For the past dozen years I have attended the Indy 
500 and each year they issue a special press lanyard to 
hold the two press credentials.  The Indianapolis Speed-
way is a very classy organization steeped in many layers of 
tradition.  You can expect that press credentials are right 
up there with their own traditions.  The Indy lanyard clips 
to an ID card with photo ID and to a separate card that 
indicates what level of press access the holder has.  The 
ID card is decorated with art similar to what is used on the 
advertising for that year’s race and on the souvenir guide-
book and posters.  The lanyard itself also changes design 
and color from year to year.  In addition to all of that they 
also issue a small badge made in either pewter or bronze 

that is cast with a commemorative figure for that race and 
the material can be recognized by the safety guards at a 
glance to tell whether you are a journalist with limited ac-
cess or a photographer with almost unlimited access.  The 
ID badge is usually clipped to the lanyard material.  This is 
the only race event I attend where the lanyard is so spe-
cial.  In addition to the Indy 500 lanyard, the Indy Festival 
500 Parade issues their special lanyard each year.   
 You may think you are not a lanyard collector but 
maybe you should look again in that dresser drawer or the 
bottom of a carry bag or camera bag that goes to all your 
events.  You may be surprised to find a bundle of lanyards 
growing at the bottom like a family of snakes.  Chances are 
they will bring back memories that you would like to hold 
on to.  Don’t be surprised if the lanyards end up hung on 
a coat rack or key post like an art display.  They may not 
have value but I bet you will not be able to just discard 
them ever again.
 
Tom Fielitz
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Members & Visitor Present: Jeremy Goodard, Russ 
Hughes, Fran Kish, Phil Kish, Pat McNamara,  Mike O’Rear – 
Editor, Glenn Trapp – Membership/Historian, Tom Krueger 
– Track Registrar, Phil Mather, Peter Grant, Axel Schmidt,  
Kevin Krel, Wes Krumel, Jan Tripp, Eric Gedeon, Hieu 
Nguyen,  Jay Fagl, Joe Conen, Conrad Zumhart, James Lang, 
and Matt Huber.

Call to Order:  Rick Mammel called the meeting to order at 
7:17 PM at Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth, MI.

President’s Report:  Rick acknowledged Mike and Kathy 
O’Rear’s hard work on the newsletter and their 2nd place 
win in National newsletter contest. 

Meeting Minutes:  The June meeting minutes were 
reviewed.  Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed 
unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn presented the June 
2014 Treasurer’s Report. Motion: To approve the June 2014 
Treasurer’s Report passed unanimously.  Burghard also 
reviewed the Grattan Financial report.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any 
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn 
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Insurance Report:  Jim Dowty ordered insurance certifi-
cates for all events in the month of July.  He will start work-
ing on the August events soon.

Goodie Store:  Stitching Post in Northville can make 
anything with our logo.  We have Grattan Glasses from the 
event that will be for sale.

Advertising Report:  No report.

Membership:  Glenn Trapp reported that the Club has 279 
members. Glenn now gets an email from national when a 
new member joins.  

Track Report:  Grattan event was a great successful.  Rick 
acknowledged all the hard work of Tom Krueger, Mike 
O’Rear, and Phil Mather.  Many members stepped up to 
help during the event.  Christian Maloof did a great job 
organizing the event.  The July event has 48 participants 
signed up.  
Motion:  To approve that the club can charge a fee for 
helmet usage after a member borrows a helmet 3 times 
passed unanimously.

Newsletter:  Mike O’Rear will send an email blast on the 
deadline to turn in articles for the Bahn Stormer.  He is in 
need of content.  Fran Kish can contribute an article about 
the PCA Parade.

Website: No report.

Events Committee:  
1)  Fifth Annual Irish Hills Beach Run - July 12
2)  Rolling Sculpture event in Ann Arbor – July 11.
3)  Autobahn Night for German Brands on July 25, 2014 

(non-RSR event), 
4) 36th Annual Concurs of America at the Inn at St. John’s 

on July 27, 2014 (non-RSR event).
5) Holiday Party – Rick is looking at different venues for 

the holiday party instead of the Inn at St. John’s because 
he feels they didn’t do a good job for us.  He is look-
ing at the Michigan Fire Hall Museum, The Henry Ford 
Museum and others.

New Business: No new business.

Meeting adjourned: 8:25 P.M. Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann 
Kantrow

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Wednesday,  July 9, 2014

Rick Mammel:  President........................................Present
Tim Pott:  Vice President ........................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer ........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow (Secretary) ...............................Present
Tom Bloom ..............................................................Absent
Jim Christopher, Past President & Advertising ........Absent
Jim Dowty (Insurance Chair) ...................................Present

Michael Kimber ......................................................Present
George Gilligan .......................................................Present
Michael Kimber ......................................................Present 
John Kytasty .............................................................Absent
Ron Pruette.............................................................Present
Al Wright..................................................................Absent
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CARS FOR SALE  

1989 Porsche 944:  VIN WP0AA945KN451387.  This car has 
had only one original owner, less than 42,000 miles, and 
is a completely original, unmolested car. No major repairs, 
no repaints or accidents.  Zermatt Silver with perfect black 
leather interior. The timing belt replacement was done on 
May 27, 1999 with 33,474 miles. This car must be seen to 
be appreciated!  Photos on request.  Please call Tim Pott 
for pricing or to make an appointment to see this beautiful 
car.  734-548-5378, tcpott@gmail.com. (11/13)

OTHER ITEMS

944 Turbo Track Tires and Rims:  OZ Racing Fittipaldi rims 
with  Toyo RA1  Proxies tires. $400.  Two 16-8.5 with 225-
50ZR16 and Two 16-9.5 with 255-50ZR16    Can bring them 
to Waterford DE if requested.  Contact  Stephen Howorth 
at   sjhoworth@bell.net or 519-996-8708 (07/14)

DAS Sport 996 / 997 Roll Bar:  Totally bolt in roll bar; fits 
996 and 997 including GT3.  It will NOT fit sunroof coupes.  
Installation triangulates to shock towers and original seat 
belt attachment - no drilling or cutting.  Powder coated 
black with all mounting hardware.  Used in excellent condi-
tion: $850.00.  Jim Christopher: 810 217 1280 or jtchristo-
pher@comcast.net (06/14)

GT3 Sport Seats: OEM, Recaro Sport Seats in Black Leather 
(2) in very good condition – no rips or tears: $2,500.00, 
offer.  Jim Christopher: 810 217 1280 or jtchristopher@
comcast.net (06/14)

MOMO Race Seats - LESMO ONE:  2 Brand New 2013 
Lesmo One Race Seats – Hans® compatible, range-topping, 
black Fabric, fiberglass ergonomic seat. FIA Approved. 5 
seat belt openings. Side mounts included and adjustable 
slides to fit 996 and 997. $1,400 or best offer. Call Bill Abbe 
at 313.363.6823 or email info@williamabbe.com. (06/14)

Complete Custom Wheels (CCW) 18” forged wheels: Used 
for 2 seasons, style C10, black anodized finish. Light weight, 
run straight and true.  9x18-50 and 12x18-50 used on a 
2007 GT3RS. Will fit 996/997 wide body.  $1,800 Call Tom 
Krueger at 313-570-2223 or thomasjkrueger@gmail.com 
(01/14)

1974 Porsche 914 Parts:  Front suspension w/struts, no 
calipers or steering rack, $35; steering rack, $35.  Contact 
Carl Morganti at carl.r.morganti@delphi.com or 480-405-
390 (12/13)

Porsche 993 “Cup”  replica alloy wheels: -set of 4.  (5 
Lug with center caps). Front: 7 1/2 J x 17 H2  (model # 
60374) Rear:  9 J x 17 H2  (model # 60474).  Very good 
condition.  Only a few areas with minor scratches. Asking 
$775 for the set. Please contact Kyle with any questions:  
734-330-1365 kpullen@umich.edu (10/13)

Bell Helmet: Racing Series M.4, medium, w/face shield. 
Certified Snell 2005.  Perfect condition.  New $400+.  Ask-
ing (Price Reduced) $150 OBO.  Asa Javier BaRa 734-497-
4867. (08/13)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer please 
contact Mike O’Rear at  morear734@gmail.com (Put 
“Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line).  Non-mem-
bers will be charged $5.00/quarter.  Ads more than 
six months old may be removed unless resubmitted.
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 The good news: If the Germans can free themselves from 
the old German virtues of envy and self-destruction, and 
they do not care what your Kia-propelled neighbor says 
of your Porsche, they have a huge selection of affordable 
Porsches on the new car and used car market which will be 
a lot of fun. Brummmm.

It was another podium finish for the Bahn Stormer in 
PCA’s 2014 Newsletter contest.  The Rally Sport Region 
Newsletter finished 2nd out of 15 Class III Regions with 
memberships of similar size.
 As “Mouse Master,” who simply pulls together great 
content offered by our members, I’d like to thank my wife 
Kathy who works hard to find the typos that I skillfully 
hide in each issue, Glenn Trapp who is a font of informa-
tion on everything RSR, and the stable of members who 
are great writers and regularly give me entertaining and 
informative articles to include in this newsletter.
 The award is another indication of the success of our 
club.  

Mike O’Rear
  
On the facing page, Francie Kish (Long-standing RSR 
member and Hotels and Facilities Coordinator for the PCA 
Parade) presents editor Mike O’Rear with the 2nd place 
trophy.

Bahn Stormer Wins 2nd 
In Newsletter Contest

(False Porsches from Page 27)
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Porsche of Farmington Hills
37911 Grand River Avenue
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porschedealer.com

©2011 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. Optional equipment shown is extra.  *To qualified customers through
Porsche Financial Services. See your participating authorized Porsche dealer for details.

There's a reason it's called a new beginning.

Ultra-low-mileage lease options now available.*


