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Traction Control
By Rick Mammel, RSR President

Hopefully as time moves forward
it will always bring positive change
and improvement. That certainly
has proven to be the case for the
ever popular Porsche Platz which
was available to PCA members on
Friday and Saturday at this year’s
Belle Isle Grand Prix. Though there
were previous issues with the
Platz along with a few non-starts, I
have been assured it is back to stay. And if the champions
of this year’s event have anything to do with it, the future
ones will be just as successful. Zone 4 Representative
Michael Soriano and wife Lisa brought it together at the
last minute. The last minute was not their choice, nor
was the moving and reorganizing the tent on Friday night
at the request of the organizers. Yet as the gates opened
for Saturday morning’s car corral crowd, everything was
in place and ready to welcome the 40 plus Porsches in
the zoned-off parking area. As the day headed towards
noon it was great to have the tent available to offer some
shade and iced refreshments. Some of the other perks
that come with a Porsche Platz ticket are a shuttle to the
entrance of the Paddock area, grand stand seating and,
the big one in my eyes, being able to drive onto Belle Isle.
I cannot emphasize how great that is to be within steps
from your car and all the extra amenities you can pack
into it. The other option is to join the ranks loading into
shuttles to haul you to and from the island.
Certainly a much less expensive transport method,
but it is pretty “trick” to drive right up to the tent. Keep
that in mind next year when you have that moment of
sticker shot looking at the car corral pricing. Set of perks,
round two. Michael announces there will be a door prize
drawing for two trips through the hot pits and two sets
of hot laps with the pro drivers. Though I did not get a
chance to interview either of the winners of the hot lap
drawing, I guarantee they got their monies worth. The
tent backed up to the north straight so you were right
beside the cars as they went by, those hot lap cars were
flying. Another feature was a Q&A session with Porsche
race drivers and another drawing, this time for a set of
Michelin tires. All in all it was close to an unforgettable
event. Render all this down and you come to the
realization of one thing… a future sense of tremendous
regret if you don’t attend next year.
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This was the first time I was around an Indycar with
the new engine formula. It’s great that they are back to
running turbochargers again.
It’s not too crazy that they have downsized to a 2.2
liter V6 though. Our other favorite open-wheel series
downsized to a 1.6 liter V6. Granted they have added
some even more complicated energy recovery gizmos
to supplement the reduction in displacement. Then our
favorite marque decides to return to Lemans with a 2
liter V4. Things they are a changin. How we all remember
the days where there was real truth in the statement
“ there is no replacement for displacement.” Porsche
certainly followed that formula over the years on their
street cars. The 911 flat six in factory form made it all
the way to 4.0 liters. These days it is not only a reduction
of displacement but of cylinder count. The rush to meet
mandates for fuel efficiency will continue to drive higher
outputs out of smaller displacements. This means the
end is near for the beloved V8!! Maybe there might be a
chance it stays in the heavy duty trucks. The happy people
in all of this are the turbo manufacturers. Predictions are
that by 2020 over 80% of all engines will be turbocharged.
I would also bet that those turbos will be mounted on 2,3,
4 and 5 cylinder engines. Exactly sized cylinder count to
maximize the application. The big dog will not be a V12,
V10 or the almighty V8, it will be the V6 or in the case of
the 911 hopefully still a flat 6. The big question to ask is
when Porsche downsizes the 911’s powerplant and keeps
the output at current levels with boost where does that
leave their Flagship 911 Turbo? If everything has a turbo,
regardless of output, it will inevitably rob some of the
cache for the boosted flagship that has lead their model
range for 40 years. (No typo, Europe got the turbo in 74,
she is 40 years old this year.)
There is only so much energy in a gallon of gas. When
the fuel pump sends it off to the combustion process it
turns into three things, motive force, noise and heat. In
the modern day they do all they can to get more motive
force and less noise and heat. Forget the future death
of V8’s, with the march to efficiency, how long before
powerplants recover all that energy from the heat and
noise and an internal combustion engine becomes as
quite as an electric car ? Fans are already complaining
about the boring noise coming out the back of the
2014 F1Cars, and they just started getting serious about
capturing waste engine energy. Ponder the future…..
(Continued on Page 5)

RSR Calendar of Events
July 1 (Tue.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s Cabin,
Plymouth

September 16 (Tues.): Waterford Hills Drivers’ Education

July 12 (Sat.): Irish Hills and Lake Tour. Hosted by Dave
& Norah Cooper.

October 7 (Tue.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

July 15 (Tues.): Waterford Hills Drivers’ Education

October 11 (Sat.): Fall Color Tour 1 PM. Hosted by
Stewart and Sally Free.

July 25 (Fri.): 7:00PM - 10:00PM: Autobahn Night @
Concours d’Elegance (see pages 8 & 13)
July 27 (Sun.): Concour d’Elegance at the Inn at St.
Johns. (See “Ad” on page 13)
August 5 (Tue.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth
August 19 (Tues.): Waterford Hills Drivers’ Education
September 2 (Tue.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

November 1 (Sat.): Polar Bear Run. Hosted by Sebastian
Gaeta
November 4 (Tue.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth
December 2 (Tue.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth
Mid- December (TBD): RSR Christmas Party. Hosted by
President Rick and First Lady Lynda Mammel.

For more information on surrounding area events, see “Around the Zone” on page 21.
(Traction Control from Page 4)
will the next 20 years see the extinction of muffler
companies?
As an organization, the Rally Sport Region is known
predominately as a track based club. That can easily be
argued by the amount of terrific social driving events
available to our members. With five Drivers’ Education
events every season there is always an opportunity for
even the busiest enthusiast to fit a couple in. Once a
season we put all our energy and focus into our premier
DE, the weekend Grattan Summer Track Blast. As with the
increase of wind resistance as a vehicles speed climbs, the
effort to bring together all the elements for this weekend
is exponential over the regular single day Waterford DE.
This year we brought in a special guest, Ross Bentley,
acclaimed author and premier diving coach. If you ever
want some terrific reading, check out his Speed Secrets
series of driving books. The book will pay for itself with
knowledge gleaned from the first paragraph. Everyone
from the Green Students to Instructors were super-stoked
to have had access to his experience. In attendance was

another personality, certainly in my eyes. Pat Feeley
from Porsche of Ann Arbor, who was at Grattan in several
capacities. Primary he was there as an enthusiast, of
course he also represented our primary sponsor by
lending a hand wherever needed. Even after a substainial
contribution to support event expenses he was also
there with a large count of Porsche goodies for our door
prize drawing. Please look deeper into this issue for a
comprehensive list of those members and supporters that
made this event another memorable one.
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The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. .
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-2277854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen
PO Box 6400
Columbia, MD 21046
and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama
and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with
PCA national.

TODD J. MIERZWIAK
PRESIDENT

WESTGATE

INSURANCE AGENCY

3450 W. CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE 344
TOLEDO, OH 43606
(419) 536-2213 FAX (419) 536-0221
CELLULAR (419) 283-5593
www.westgateagency.com
todd@westgateagency.com

Membership Information
Glenn Trapp, our Membership Chair (and
Historian), has undertaken the arduous task
of adding associate members’ names when
members are recognized for their anniversaries. It is our hope that not too many spouses
names have changed since you completed
your registration on the National PCA website.
We regret any errors, if they occur, and
encourage you to update your profile on the
website. The profile includes your address,
phone, associate member and vehicles.
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Membership
Current Membership 473*

* Includes 274 Primary Members

Welcome New Members
Winston & Stephanie
Benedict
Ann Arbor, MI
2008 Gray Cayman
Todd Goldberg
Ann Arbor, MI
2006 911 Carrera

Kevin Kral
Troy, MI
1987 Red 944

John Miller
Southgate, MI
1969 Plum 911 S

Axel & Claudia Schmidt
Ann Arbor, MI
1995 911 Cabrio

Patrick McNamara
Ann Arbor, MI

Rick Ratliff & Lindsay
Olson
Ann Arbor, MI
2014 Amaranth Red
Boxster

Steven Upton
Ann Arbor, MI
2014 Geyser Gray 911
50th Anniversary Edition

Brad Miller
Rochester Hills, MI
1989 944 S2

Member Anniversaries
Tom Bloom.................................................. 9
Bonnie & Ted Francis................................... 9
Michael & Dianne Kimber........................... 9
Eric & Kristin Gedeon.................................. 8
Al & Claire Utter.......................................... 8
Emin & Gokce Donat................................... 5
Richard Chang............................................. 4
Jon Heidorn & Deb Kop............................... 4
Mike Wenners............................................. 4
Tim Sworn................................................... 3
Eric Garcia.................................................... 2
Tony Dong.................................................... 1

Gary & Carolyn Starin................................ 29
Tom & Lynda Bliznik................................... 23
Jim & Liz Christopher................................. 21
Steve & Mary Shanks................................. 21
Peter & Dara Church.................................. 17
Robert & Sharon Curry.............................. 17
Elliot & Wendy Wagenheim...................... 17
Dan Hudson & Jona Kirts - Hudson............ 15
Yasmin Eloian............................................. 14
Stewart & Sally Free.................................. 12
Dan & Hope Gaulin.................................... 12
Steve & Jean Howorth............................... 10
Eric Amidon................................................. 9
	
  

3rd Saturday of Every
Month
(April – Oct)
	
  

All	
  Cars	
  &	
  Enthusiasts	
  Welcome!	
  

	
  

For	
  more	
  information	
  on	
  Cars	
  and	
  Coffee	
  –	
  	
  
jonheidorn@comcast.net	
  

April	
  19,	
  May	
  17,	
  June	
  21,	
  July	
  19,	
  August	
  16,	
  
September	
  20,	
  October	
  18	
  

Join	
  us	
  at	
  Zingerman’s	
  Roadhouse	
  
2501	
  Jackson	
  Ave,	
  Ann	
  Arbor	
  

7:30am	
  –	
  9:00am	
  

	
  

This	
  is	
  Not	
  A	
  Rally	
  Sport	
  Region	
  –	
  Porsche	
  Club	
  of	
  America	
  Event	
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Drivers’ Education Season Is Here
Story by Mike O’Rear

Another year of toying with the idea of trying your hand
at track driving? Make this the year! Drivers’ Education
events offer the perfect chance for car lovers to learn
more about performance driving.

The remaining 2014 Rally Sport Region DE Schedule is as
follows:
Tue., July 15 at Waterford Hills

What is Drivers’ Education?

Tue., August 19 at Waterford Hills

Rally Sport Region’s drivers’ education is nothing like the
driving classes you had in high school (or perhaps through
the Sears Driving School). RSR’s DEs offer you the chance
to learn advanced driving techniques on a real race track.
DEs take place over the course of a day or weekend,
pairing drivers of all levels with certified instructors and
allowing them to experience driving at speed. Our sessions are a safe and challenging way for you to experience
driving a Porsche the way it was meant to be driven. If you
love your car and have always wanted to learn more about
driving technique, join us!

Tue., September 16 at Wateford Hills

When you participate in Rally Sport Region DEs you get...
*

*
*

*
*
*
*

An experienced PCA instructor (who in many cases is a
current or former race driver) assigned to you for the
duration of the day. You’ll develop a relationship that
will allow you to apply and refine what you learn on
and off the track.
Two or more classroom sessions covering proper driving technique. The classes offer plenty of time to ask
questions.
Four hands-on driving sessions (“runs”) on the track.
No need to worry about people being faster/slower
than you; you will be assigned to a group according to
your experience and ability.
“Hot Laps”: the option to ride in your instructor’s car
or have the instructor drive your car at speed. This is a
great way to see firsthand what a car can do.
Breakfast, lunch and beverages are included and
supervised by RSR Treasurer/chef extraordinaire
Burghard Linn.
If needed, a free loaner helmet.
A guaranteed relaxed, collegial and fun atmosphere!

So, if you are ready to explore the capabilities of your car
join us for one of our Drivers’ Education events.
Complete and submit the form on the facing page or, even
more conveniently, check out the Rally Sport Region website (rsp.pca.org), under the Drivers’ Education tab.

www.edwardjones.com

Do You Prepare
More for Family
Vacations Than
You Do for College?
Having fun with your family is important. But nothing is more
vital than your child’s future. That’s why at Edward Jones, we
can help you put together a strategy to save for college.
Using our education funding tool, we can estimate future
expenses at more than 3,000 schools and then recommend a
financial strategy based on your unique needs. True, vacations
are great. But graduation ceremonies are even better.

For a personalized college report,
call or visit today.

David C Yu

.

Financial Advisor
.
123 N Ashley St Suite 110
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
734-769-0127

Member SIPC
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5th Annual
Irish Hills LakeS Driving Tour & Beach Bar

Route: We’ll pass several Irish Hills lakes on some twisty back roads. NEW This
Year – gimmick theme – we’ll be counting something along the way!. A delicious
luncheon at the world famous Beach Bar on Clark Lake ($13 each cash only).
Date/Time: Saturday, July 12th – Driver’s meeting starts at 10:30 AM
Hosts: Dave & Norah Cooper
Start Location: Meijer Parking Lot, Sect. M, Ann Arbor – Saline Rd., Ann Arbor
(Exit 175 on I-94)

Attire: Beach-wear, Swim-wear, Hawaiian Shirt, Speedo, Bikini, whatever!
RSVP: (for lunch head count): davecarrera4@gmail.com
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Grattan Drivers’ Education Event
Story by Valerie Maloof and photos by Glenn Trapp

The 20 or so intermediate drivers seated in the tech shed
at Grattan Raceway sat in rapt silence, staring at one of
their own standing before them. “I am going to try to push
you, so try to resist,” said Ross Bentley, driver coach and
author of the Speed Secrets book series on performance
driving techniques and Rally Sport Region’s guest for the
Grattan three-day driver’s education event.
Bentley pushed, and the volunteer staggered to the
side, catching his balance. The audience laughed.
“Now try pushing your tongue to the roof of your
mouth,” said Bentley. The volunteer’s gaze became
focused as he followed the speaker’s instructions. Bentley
pushed again, leaning his body weight against the volunteer’s, but was unable to move him. The students in the
tech shed burst into smiles and laughter again, surprised
by the effectiveness of Bentley’s technique.

Ross Bentley capturing students’ attention with his
cerebral approach to track driving.
Joy and learning characterized this year’s Rally Sport
Region (RSR) Porsche Club’s three-day weekend performance driving event at Grattan Raceway. Each year, the
club comes together at Grattan to drive, learn, and reunite
with track friends. While most drivers in this group have
known each other for years, newcomers are quickly drawn
in by the RSR’s enthusiasm and willingness to share their
passion for cars and bench racing with new friends.
As part of the team which organizes this event, we
were lucky to hear affirmation from several people that
the three-day event from June 20-22 was thoroughly
enjoyable. “This is the best organized, best run and most
fun event, and I’ll be back,” said Western Michigan PCA
member Craig Nedeau. Each year we are surprised by
people’s willingness to give their time and knowledge to
14

help others enjoy the race track. From the instructors,
who spent hours in the car with students of all levels, to

Chefs Arnie Spieker (center) and Tom Krueger (right)
cooked up a huge quantity of burgers, brats and Italian sausages. Nobody left hungry.
newcomers like Yvonne Burlingame, who helped with registration all weekend, to Tom Krueger and Arnie Spieker,
who happily provided and cooked dinner for over fifty
people on Thursday and Friday evening, to Tom Bloom and
BethAnn Trollman, who created custom RSR pint glasses
as giveaways, to those who gladly help other drivers—at
times strangers—change brake pads, fix broken tents, tow
vehicles and carry heavy items, the success of the Grattan
event depends on people’s goodwill, and there was plenty
of it last weekend. The camaraderie at the Grattan event
is contagious, and it shows as newcomers quickly become
party to the jovial attitude among RSR members.
Friday got off to a wet start with rain falling on the
track throughout the day. Advanced drivers worked on
their rain lines and sharpened their car control skills.
“The most memorable part of the weekend for me was
Friday’s 3.5 hours of driving in the rain and sliding all over
the place - what a great time! I haven’t been able to stop
smiling since!” said Frank Burger, who has attended RSR
events in his 1988 Porsche for several years.
In between wet runs, attendees dried off in the tech shed,
intently listening to guest speaker Ross Bentley explain
focusing and breathing exercises related to performance
driving. Bentley spent three days at Grattan discussing
driving techniques and ways for drivers to optimize their
driving both inside and out of the car. Bentley is not just a
gifted driver and coach, but a friendly and well-versed hu-

Christian Maloof reviewed the communication flags at
the Saturday morning drivers’ meeting.
man being who clearly enjoyed interacting with attendees
on various subjects, from travel to running. RSR instructor
and racer Phil Mather said, “it was awesome to talk with
Ross in class and then be able to immediately apply what
we learned from him while instructing, then seeing the
drivers get it. Everything taught was extremely helpful,
and I will be using that knowledge when instructing from
now on.”
Saturday and Sunday proved to be great driving days, with
sunny skies and warm temperatures in the 80s. Over 80
students and instructors worked together to improve their
driving skills during 25-minute track sessions. A common
after-session sight was that of drivers looking for someone they had interacted with on-track, finding them and
excitedly talking about various passes, challenges and fun
moments they had shared while behind the wheel. Mike
O’Rear and Frank Burger, both in 1988 911s were often
seen “waiting” for each other on track so they could challenge each other and enjoy the delight that is driving a
Porsche on track at speed.

Aside from the camaraderie, one of the greatest
highlights of the Grattan track event is being surrounded
by so many Porsches of various vintages and so many
people who love the cars not just for their beautiful looks,
but for the brand’s superior performance on track. From
the GT3s to the Cayman Rs to the 993s and even the 356
which showed up for a visit, the weekend was the perfect
opportunity to see Porsche’s various models up-close and
in action. As any Porsche owner who has tracked his or her
car will tell you, there is hardly a more satisfying moment
than when you hear your “commuter” making beautiful
music at 6500 RPMs, or feel it cornering while its rubber
squeals happily.
Saturday night after the track went cold, attendees
gathered for RSR’s customary BBQ and raffle with prizes
sponsored by Germain of Ann Arbor, Bloom Roofing, OG
Racing, Discount Tire, and CG Lock. Our fearless president,
Rick Mammel, made a surprise appearance. Under a tent
overlooking the jump and turns 5a/b, we feasted on good
food, drank microbrews and traded stories. For the first
time, an impromptu trackside yoga session broke out
behind a trailer, and a few brave souls gave stretching after
all-day driving a try.

A tent full of happy people.
A huge amount of work goes into putting together
the RSR Grattan event, and participating in the event also
requires much effort for both planners and attendees. But
each year, after we hop in the car on Sunday afternoon
sweaty and exhausted after three days behind the wheel,
we drive home with a big smile, looking forward to the
next track event with this special group of people.

Craig Nedeau looks on as his 968 is tech inspected by
Bruce Mather (with the torque wrench) and Phil Mather
15

	
  

20th	
  Anniversary	
  
Friday	
  July	
  11th	
  2014	
  –	
  Rain	
  or	
  shine	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  will	
  gather	
  at	
  a	
  nearby	
  location	
  between	
  noon	
  and	
  1	
  pm.	
  
The	
  plan	
  is	
  to	
  all	
  get	
  in	
  line	
  by	
  2	
  pm	
  so	
  that	
  our	
  group	
  can	
  park	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  area.	
  
Email	
  jdowty3@gmail.com	
  to	
  RSVP	
  and	
  coordinate	
  the	
  meeting	
  location	
  and	
  time.	
  
	
  
Pre-‐registration	
  is	
  recommended	
  
NON-REFUNDABLE PRE-REGISTRATION by June 15 $20 – DAY OF THE SHOW $35	
  

	
  
Official	
  website	
  http://mainstreetannarbor.org/2014/05/rolling-‐sculpture-‐car-‐show-‐july-‐11-‐2014-‐2pm-‐to-‐10pm-‐20th-‐anniversary/	
  
Registration	
  flyer	
  http://mainstreetannarbor.org/wp-‐content/uploads/2014/05/Car-‐Show-‐2014-‐Registration.jpg	
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Porsche	
  of	
  Ann	
  Arbor

Howard	
  
Cooper	
  	
  
Import	
  

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.
We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor

Come visit our brand new Porsche building
2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street. go North 1/2 mile...
Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.
Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Thanks to All Who Helped Make Our Grattan Event a Success
Thank you to the premium supporters of Our June
2014 Summer Track Blast.

Thank you to the following whose efforts & labor
made the event a resounding success.
Christian Maloof: Chief Instructor & Event Chairman
Valerie Maloof: On-site Registration
Tom Krueger: Preregistration, Friday Night Dinner & Door
Prizes
Arnie Spieker: Friday Night Dinner
Tom Bloom: Sponsorship Acquisition & Door Prizes
Mike O’Rear: Volunteer Recruitment & Coordination
Phil Mather: Assistant Chief Instructor and Tech Inspection Coordinator
Bruce Mather: Starting Grid & Tech Inspection
Sheryl Dong: On-site Registration

The Enthusiastic Students
that Attended this Grattan
Event

Yvonne Burlingame: On-site Registration
Michael Goebelbecker: Starting Grid & Tech Inspection
Steve Uhlman: Starting Grid

PVGP (Pittsburg Vintage Gran Prix) Details
The main event is the Saturday July 19th car show on the
golf course at Schenley Park in the heart of the city. There
are vintage qualifier races that day. The car show continues Sunday, with the actual races taking place throughout
the day.
New this year for our Club will be the Top 10 Peoples’
Choice Concours, which will take place at the Saturday car
show and is open to all registered Porsches in attendance.
We will also again host our “out of town” Club friends – at
the Double Wide Grill, but this year at the Mars, PA, location (close to hotels just North of the city and right off the
PA turnpike), on Friday evening July18, from 5 pm until
??? – last year’s party was memorable! It will also include

a Porsche car only show for all those in attendance, with
safe parking, good food, and (in the works) a live band.
For those arriving to the party early there will be the Cars
& Guitars Concert at the Hard Rock Café, on Thursday July
17th, from 8 pm to 11pm. We have reserved two tables
for this event.
The PVGP is itself a worthy event - proceeds from registration go to the Autism Society of Pittsburgh and the Allegheny Valley School, a place providing residence, treatment
and services to developmentally disabled individuals. It is
our largest charity fundraiser each year and in 2013 PVGP
donated a record setting $350,000 to AVS and Autism
Society of Pittsburgh
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano
Zone 4 Representative
The 3rd Zone
Event of the
year was
held the last
weekend
in May; the
Porscheplatz at Belle
Isle. With
only 27 days
notice, I had to reschedule all of my planned region visits
and spent much of the month of May focusing on planning
and organizing this event. Each and every region did a fantastic job to help promote this event, which I am pleased
to announce was extremely successful. In fact, ticket
sales for Saturday surpassed the track’s expectations, and
we had to request an additional allocation of tickets. The
event was attended by members from at least 10 of the
12 regions within the zone, and it was great to be able to
spend some time getting to meet a number of you. The
weather was absolutely perfect to enjoy a number of races
at scenic Belle Isle including a TUDOR race, a Pirelli World
Cup Challenge race, a Super Trucks race, and 2 Indy races.
Over 150 PCA members and Porsche owners enjoyed the
exclusive trackside accommodations and were treated to
meet and greets with Leh Keen of Alex Job Racing as well
as Magnus Racing’s Andy Lally and John Potter. There was
also a presentation by Roger Hood from Mobil 1 Racing.
Over the course of the weekend a number of raffles took
place, and attendees had the opportunity to win a Hot Pit
Tour, in which the winners actually visited the pit during
the TUDOR race; a Hot Lap Experience where the winners
accompanied a professional driver as he drove the track
at speed. And after an exciting and fun-filled day, 1 lucky
attendee won a new set of Michelin tires. With this being
the first Porscheplatz in the area in a number of years,
there was concern about how well it would be received.
While acquiring one of these events involves a great deal
of persistence and lobbying, keeping high profile national
events such as these depends on how well the events
are supported and on your participation. I want to thank
everyone in Zone 4 for working together and laying the
groundwork for the future.

For those of you who enjoy participating in car corrals
and watching races, July provides you with a number of
opportunities; these include the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand
Prix, and the 2nd Porscheplatz in our zone at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. In addition, don’t forget about
P2O in Granville and the 36th Annual Concours d’Elegance
of America at St. John’s.
Please continue to read your region’s newsletter and
check the region websites and e-blasts for the most up to
date list of events available to you both in your region and
throughout the zone. Consider attending:
• On July 9, Eastern Buckeye Region is taking to Portage
Lakes for a Pontoon Boat Ride
• Michiana Region’s Membership Meeting is on July 9 at
Colombo’s Restaurant in Elkhart
• July 11-12 Ohio Valley and Mid-Ohio Regions members
are at the Arthritis Foundation Car Show
• Join Maumee Valley Region on July 12 for a Rally concluding with a Party at the Macks in Tiffin
• July 12 is Rally Sport Region’s Lakes Tour and lunch at
the Beach Bar
• Motor-Stadt Region hosts the IROC Autocross at Spartan Speedway on July 19
• Ohio Valley Region’s Diners Drive-Ins and Dives Tour is
July 19
• July 19 is Western Michigan Region’s dinner drive to
Smuggler’s Cove
• Join Allegheny Region at Schenley Park for the PVGP on
July 19-20
• Northern Ohio Region is hosting an Autocross on July
20 at Lakeland Community College
• Central Indiana Region members will be at the
Porscheplatz at IMS on July 24-25
• P2O is July 25-27 in Granville, OH
• On July 27 participate in the Zone 4 Porsche Car Corral
at the 36th Annual Concours d’Elegance of America at
St. John’s.
I look forward to having the opportunity of meeting each
and every one of you at these upcoming events. If you
have any questions or comments please feel free to contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com
Thanks
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Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

It’s All About The Foot
Al Wright recently sent me a revelation that came from
telemetry data from the data acquisition system in his
Mustang Boss 302S race car built by Rehagen Racing. The
race car is equipped with an AIM dashboard that also
records all of the data used by the various car computers
both engine management and body control. The data is
recorded for each driving session, second by second from
the period the car starts until it is shut off including lap
times calculated from GPS positioning. Then your typical
race engineer plugs in his laptop computer and down
loads all the data to monitor all critical engine functions
and to compare data readings to speeds and G loadings at
specific points of the track lap. Larry Rehagen is a retired
Ford engineer who is the race engineer for Rehagen
Racing. He has helped Al study the data from his driving school sessions in the Mustang to interpret why and
where he is fast or slow on the race track. The interesting
bit that Al learned from his data was that a fast lap time
was directly correlated to the weighted average percent
of time that the AIM said he was on throttle and by how
much throttle he had applied. That seems intuitive and I
am sure Al and I have discussed that dozens of times over
the past decade that we have worked together. But here
was empirical data that backed up our suspicions, getting
back to full throttle exiting corners is critical to quick lap
times. Of course knowing this fact and being able to make
use of it are two different problems with lots of work in
between.
Now before all of you non-track Porsche owners flip
the page let’s explore what this means to daily driving.
Full throttle acceleration is extremely rare especially in
a Porsche. But consider the importance of throttle application in other aspects of street driving. Think about
riding with drivers who have good control over throttle
application. It is much less stressful to ride with a driver
who is not constantly getting on and off the throttle and
who does apply the throttle in a smooth and consistent
fashion. Consider the stresses on the car from uneven
throttle application. The whole drive line from crankshaft
to transmission to drive axles and tires is subjected to
uneven loading of torque and that causes wear as any
engineer will tell you. Uneven throttle obviously affects
fuel mileage. Yes you can use cruise control to eliminate
an untrained throttle foot but it is well tested that cruise

control still is less steady and less efficient than a well
trained driver’s foot.
For all you technical nuts lets also consider what that
throttle foot feel really involves. The era of cars actually having a throttle cable or linkage is long gone. And
maybe that is a good thing. My 1972 911 has no less than
a dozen bell cranks acting on rods between the throttle
pedal, the fuel injection unit and the six individual butterfly valves on the engine. That is a lot of mechanical
movement and a lot of so called feel between the foot
and actual motor reaction. Applying a smooth throttle depends a lot on all of that linkage working efficiently. Jump
ahead to our modern cars. The throttle pedal is actually
connected to an electronic potentiometer, a device that
measures throttle pedal angle and translates that into an
electrical signal to the engine management computer and
that to several other management computers and to a
corresponding potentiometer opening one butterfly valve
on the intake manifold. It can be very precise and has
almost zero mechanical linkage to work in interference.
It also has a capability impossible to achieve in a fully
mechanical linkage. Most throttle systems offer a feedback system to the throttle pedal. When the computer
detects wheel slippage from too aggressive of a throttle
application or simply from engine torque over coming tire
traction, it has the ability to push back on the pedal and
you can feel it in the sole of your foot. Less sophisticated
engine management systems are not as cooperative and
the throttle pedal will just feel numb and unresponsive
until the computers let the driver back into the loop. So
even though the pedal seems to be connected to nothing,
the foot still plays a very important role in car control.
From a driving perspective what is actually trying to be
accomplished with a trained throttle foot? The typical instructor mantra is “smooth is fast” and that also translates
into “smooth is efficient”. A big part of smooth driving
input involves throttle application. The other smooth inputs involve steering and brake application but those also
tie into the throttle. Turning the steering wheel is tied to
throttle application. The throttle can control car cornering almost as much as the steering wheel. The torque
through the tires affects grip and that affects the thrust of
the tire contact patch to the pavement. Using the throttle
a driver can change the cornering attitude of the car, on
(Continued on Page 27)
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Porsche Club of America

Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, June 3, 2014

Rick Mammel: President.........................................Absent
Tim Pott: Vice President.........................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer.........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow (Secretary)................................Present
Tom Bloom..............................................................Present
Jim Christopher, Past President & Advertising.........Absent
Jim Dowty (Insurance Chair)....................................Present

Michael Kimber.......................................................Present
George Gilligan........................................................Present
Michael Kimber.......................................................Present
John Kytasty.............................................................Present
Ron Pruette..............................................................Absent
Al Wright.................................................................Present

Members & Visitor Present: John Tree, Mike O’Rear –
Editor, Glenn Trapp – Membership/Historian, Christian
Maloof --Track Chairperson, Tom Krueger – Track Registrar,
Phil Mather, Peter Grant, Axel Schmidt, David Finch, Kevin
Krel, Wes Nardoni, Vigen Darian, Bill Abbe, Chris Alvey, Jim
Alvey, Jay Fagl, Joe Conen, and Matt Huber.

Membership: Glenn Trapp reported that the Club has 271
members.

Call to Order: Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 7:00
PM at Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth, MI.
Meeting Minutes: The March meeting minutes were
reviewed. Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed
unanimously.
President’s Report: No report.
Treasurer’s Report: Burghard Linn presented the April
2014 Report. Motion: To approve the April 2014 Treasurer’s
Report passed unanimously. REMINDER: The Treasurer’s
Report is available to any RSR Club member. E-Mail your
request to Burghard Linn (burghard.linn@gmail.com).
Insurance Report: Jim Dowty ordered insurance certificate
for the Spring Gimmick Rally on June 1, 2014. Jim will ask
PCA whether the Club must obtain (1) a three-day certificate of insurance (the maximum days allowed), plus a oneday certificate of insurance to cover the upcoming four-day
Grattan HPDE event, or (2) PCA will grant an exception and
issue a four-day certificate of insurance. Jim will order certificates of insurance for the Rolling Sculpture Car Show in
Ann Arbor on July 11, 2014 and the Fifth Annual Irish Hills
Beach Run on July 12, 2014.

Track Report: Christian Maloof reported on the following
for the June 20-22, 2014 DE event at Grattan: (1) The Club
needs volunteers to help; (2) Mike O’Rear will send email
blasts to elicit more volunteers; (3) Registration will begin
on Friday, June 20, 2014; (4) Arbor Motion will provide
water and water coolers; (5) Christian Maloof will conduct
a track walk; (6) The garages have not been sold out; (7)
Approximately 65 have signed up for the event so far.
Newsletter: Mike O’Rear will send an email blast on the
deadline to turn in articles for the Bahn Stormer.
Website: No report.
Events Committee: (by Tim Pott). (1) The Spring Gimmick
Rally had 26 cars and 48 people participate; (2) The next DE
events are Grattan on June 20-22, 2014 and Waterford on
July 15, 2014; (3) The upcoming social events for July are
Fifth Annual Irish Hills Beach Run on July 12, 2014, Autobahn Night for German Brands on July 25, 2014 (non-RSR
event), and the 36th Annual Concurs of America at the Inn
at St. John’s on July 27, 2014 (non-RSR event).
New Business: No new business.
Meeting adjourned: 7:40 P.M. Minutes taken by: Michael
Kimber

Goodie Store: No report.
Advertising Report: No report.
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CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE

tion: $850.00. Jim Christopher: 810 217 1280 or jtchristopher@comcast.net (06/14)

2003 Porsche Carrera 4S: Unique 996 Carrera 4S widebody

	
  

	
  

with 997 GT2 Nose. Speed yellow, with painted center
console, deviated yellow stitching on seats and speed
yellow seat belts. Custom 997 GT2 front bumper (value
$5000). Has the Porsche Sport Exhaust! 3.6 liter vario-cam
motor with 6 speed manual transmission and AWD. Very
clean and well maintained. Recent high performance Sachs
clutch and updated RMS. Lowered with H&R Springs. 997
GT2 front bumper (Wicked Motorsports) with OEM Porsche
997 GT2 accessories (grilles, floating turn signal lights, etc.).
98K miles. $29,000. Call Dave at 734-207-1599 (06/14)
1989 Porsche 944: VIN WP0AA945KN451387. This car has
had only one original owner, less than 42,000 miles, and
is a completely original, unmolested car. No major repairs,
no repaints or accidents. Zermatt Silver with perfect black
leather interior. The timing belt replacement was done on
May 27, 1999 with 33,474 miles. This car must be seen to
be appreciated! Photos on request. Please call Tim Pott
for pricing or to make an appointment to see this beautiful
car. 734-548-5378, tcpott@gmail.com. (11/13)

OTHER ITEMS
944 Turbo Track Tires and Rims: OZ Racing Fittipaldi rims
with Toyo RA1 Proxies tires. $400. Two 16-8.5 with 22550ZR16 and Two 16-9.5 with 255-50ZR16 Can bring them
to Waterford DE if requested. Contact Stephen Howorth
at sjhoworth@bell.net or 519-996-8708 (07/14)
DAS Sport 996 / 997 Roll Bar: Totally bolt in roll bar; fits
996 and 997 including GT3. It will NOT fit sunroof coupes.
Installation triangulates to shock towers and original seat
belt attachment - no drilling or cutting. Powder coated
black with all mounting hardware. Used in excellent condi26

GT3 Sport Seats: OEM, Recaro Sport Seats in Black Leather
(2) in very good condition – no rips or tears: $2,500.00,
offer. Jim Christopher: 810 217 1280 or jtchristopher@
comcast.net (06/14)
MOMO Race Seats - LESMO ONE: 2 Brand New 2013
Lesmo One Race Seats – Hans® compatible, range-topping,
black Fabric, fiberglass ergonomic seat. FIA Approved. 5
seat belt openings. Side mounts included and adjustable
slides to fit 996 and 997. $1,400 or best offer. Call Bill Abbe
at 313.363.6823 or email info@williamabbe.com. (06/14)
Complete Custom Wheels (CCW) 18” forged wheels: Used
for 2 seasons, style C10, black anodized finish. Light weight,
run straight and true. 9x18-50 and 12x18-50 used on a
2007 GT3RS. Will fit 996/997 wide body. $1,800 Call Tom
Krueger at 313-570-2223 or thomasjkrueger@gmail.com
(01/14)
1974 Porsche 914 Parts: Front suspension w/struts, no
calipers or steering rack, $35; steering rack, $35. Contact
Carl Morganti at carl.r.morganti@delphi.com or 480-405390 (12/13)
Porsche 993 “Cup” replica alloy wheels: -set of 4. (5
Lug with center caps). Front: 7 1/2 J x 17 H2 (model #
60374) Rear: 9 J x 17 H2 (model # 60474). Very good
condition. Only a few areas with minor scratches. Asking
$775 for the set. Please contact Kyle with any questions:
734-330-1365 kpullen@umich.edu (10/13)
Bell Helmet: Racing Series M.4, medium, w/face shield.
Certified Snell 2005. Perfect condition. New $400+. Asking $250 OBO. Asa Javier BaRa 734-497-4867. (09/13)

(Ramblings from page 23)
the road as well as on the track. The smooth transition of
braking back to throttle application has the same effect.
An engineer can prove empirically the effect of torque on
the attitude of a moving car and the grip of the tires to
the road surface.
As much as we teach that car control comes from eye to
hand coordination, when it comes right down to it, it is all
in the foot.
Tom Fielitz

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer please
contact Mike O’Rear at morear734@gmail.com (Put
“Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line). Non-members will be charged $5.00/quarter. Ads more than
six months old may be removed unless resubmitted.
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There's a reason it's called a new beginning.
Ultra-low-mileage lease options now available.*

Porsche of Farmington Hills
37911 Grand River Avenue
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
(248) 471-0800
www.farmington-hills.
porschedealer.com
Porsche recommends

The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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