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Traction Control
By Rick Mammel, RSR President
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I certainly was harsh on Porsche in
last month’s write up. But it was
harshness directed at the actions
of a corporation not as much the
marque. To many there is a fine line
of demarcation between those two
entities. In many ways, one is explicitly
tied to the other. The corporation uses
the marque’s legacy to continually
remind us of the marque’s historic rise to greatness, all the
while keeping the modern day focus on profitability. The
owners of the older cars comprise the largest segment of
their loyal customer base but are only viable in their eyes
as that historic stepping stones on the marketing stage.
Kind of like that old incontinent Grandpa, everyone likes
to listen to great stories from the past but no one wants to
step up and change his diaper.
I mentioned last month, I have been around Porsches
since 1972 and I have been giving quite a bit of thought as
to my continued interest in the marque. I’ve concluded
that my interest is not based on passion as much as the
love for the obscure mechanical diversity. If I look back
over the years of the motorized mechanisms that have
passed through my hands a simple pattern immerges. They
all have unique powertrains, either in configuration or in
output. When it takes the form of a car it has to have the
largest motor that model line came with. As a motorcycle
it had to be a nonconventional engine configuration, not
surprisingly the most powerful one in the model range. Sad
to say I have distanced my participation with motorcycles,
but after V4 two strokes and inline sixes, I will have to live
with the regret that I never purchased a rotary powered
one.
This is not to say I don’t have an emotional or
passionate side when it comes to Porsche cars. I may not
pull up a chair and just sit staring at the car, sipping a 30
year old single malt and pondering how life could get any
better. But even as age removes my ability to remember
your name, one you told me only 30 seconds before, I do
have several distant recollections that have truly tied me to
the Porsche marque for eternity.
I remember receiving a 1973 Porsche sales booklet
from the local Porsche dealer. I still have the one page
that contained the Viper Green 911S which explicitly set
my requirement to own a green 911. The thing about the
picture is its honesty. No Photoshop, just a real car in a
field of bright green grass with just enough contrast so the

car did not match up to the backdrop and disappear. Not
saying they could not have used Photoshop back then.
The car in the photo is actually a ‘72 and with the picture
taken from the passenger side you can see the vague
outline of the rear fender’s oil tank door. They tried a bit of
airbrushing but the outline still shows. That slight anomaly
is what makes the photo timeless and why I consider it part
of my touchstone to developing passion for the marque.
Hmmmm, the next example is clear on what was the
trigger but memory has reduced the proper timeline to a
blur. Three vehicles all arrived in my consciousness at the
same time. The ubiquitous Carrera RS, its fat tired brother
the RSR and the 917. The RS was to lovers of European
cars as the SS was to the generation of Chevelle lovers.
The RS looked so good it may have even converted a
few SS faithfulls away from the American Iron. The RSR
started the trend in my buying habit of always getting
the largest engine possible in a specific model as well as
the knee buckling love for 11” wide rear Fuchs wheels. I
came so close to getting a tattoo of one of those icon RSR
wheels!!! Next, I so remember the issue of Road and Track
with Count Rossi’s street legal 917 on the cover. What a
powerful and compelling image of that monster car finding
its way around the narrow streets and neophyte divers of
a small European village. Just as strong is the sub-image of
the Alabama license plate secured to the nose to make it
street “legal” in Europe. Not much passion in that part, but
a lasting lesson that it is possible, with perseverance, to
circumvent bureaucracy.
Another one of my true passion inducing moments
came not from a magazine but from the big screen. To
this day my fascination for flat fan Porsche motors can be
traced directly to the overhead shot of a 917 coming into
the pits in the movie LeMans. That top-down shot was
looking right into the barrel of that monster horizontal
fan as they shut the 12 cylinder down. The image of those
fan blades coming to a stop and doing a little dance as the
cushioned drive hub absorbed the inertia is burned into
my consciousness. Such clear and vivid memories could
also be from the fact that, in the present day, every time
I watch the movie I replay that part over and over until
full contentment is realized. So if those moments got me
obsessed with flat cooling fans, don’t even think of asking
about 12 plug distributors. We are speaking about passion
for componentry here. I’m not sure if the components add
(Continued on Page 6)

Membership
Current Membership 450*
New Members
Manny & Nancy Barbosa
Dundee, MI
2008 White Boxster

Yue Fan
Ann Arbor, MI
1999 Blue Boxster

Member Anniversaries
Phil Kish....................................35
Tom Green................................27
Brian Nao..................................22
Ken Bush...................................15
William Houghton....................14
James Utsler.............................11

Kevin Pritchard.........................10
Phil Kingham.............................. 6
Larry Webster............................ 3
Keith Knudsen........................... 1
Ship Kuhn.................................. 1

* Includes 261 Primary Members

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. .
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-2277854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen
PO Box 6400
Columbia, MD 21046
and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama
and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with
PCA national.
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RSR Calendar of Events
December 3 (Tue.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

March 4 (Tue.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

December 7 (Sat.): RSR Holiday Party at The Inn at St.
Johns (see page 24)

April 1 (Tue.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

January 7 (Tue.): RSR Non-Club Meeting, Meeting 7:00
PM -- Karl’s Cabin Plymouth.

May 6 (Tue.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s Cabin,
Plymouth

January 18 (Sat.): Time With Tim 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
-- ArborMotion in Ann Arbor

February 15 (Sat.): Time With Tim 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
-- ArborMotion in Ann Arbor

February 4 (Tue.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

Note Meeting Date Changes

The regular monthly club meeting date is returning
to the first Tuesday of each month.

For more information on surrounding area events, see “In the Zone” on page 23.

(Traction Control from Page 4)
up to the sum of passion for a whole vehicle but one is
functionally useless without the other. If you were to add
high-throttle mechanical fuel injection to the distributor
and the fan, you have a trifecta of parts that qualify the
motor carrying them as an ultimate power plant.
We all have different reasons for what evokes our
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passions. Sit back for a while and review what triggers
yours. Maybe it is even more convoluted than mine.
Maybe it is a love for the sum of all the parts. Either way,
take time to enjoy your Porsche whenever you can, even if
it is from a lawn chair while sitting in your garage.

President Rick Mammel and
the Rally Sport Region Board of Directors
Want you to SAVE THE DATE for the

RSR Holiday Party
Saturday,	
  December	
  7
6:00	
  PM	
  to	
  11:00	
  PM

Inn	
  at	
  St.	
  Johns
44045	
  Five	
  Mile	
  Road
Plymouth,	
  Michigan

Hors d'oeuvres - Buffet Dinner
Open Bar (6:00-9:00)- Cash Bar (after 9:00)Entertainment - Prizes - Fun!
$50 per person
Sign Up after Nov. 1st at Clubregistration.net
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Looking to wear something with the Rally Sport Region logo -a shirt, blouse, jacket or hat? Try the Northville Stitching Post.
While they have a variety of items available in the store, they will
embroider the club logo on items you bring to them. Their prices
are reasonable and the service excellent.
Located at 200 South Main, Suite A, Northville, MI
Phone: 248-347-7622

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 10Am-6PM
Thurs: 10AM-8PM
Sat: 10AM-2PM
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Polar Bear Run
Story by Mike O’Rear, photos by Stewart & Sally Free

A tradition in the making -- that is what Sebastian Gaeta
has brought to the Rally Sport Region. For the past seven
years Sebastian and a group of hardy friends with convertables have set aside a late fall weekend for a tops-down
country drive followed by brunch at the Common Grill in
Chelsea. Last year Sebastian opened the event to all RSR
members, including sissies who would only drive with the
windows up and the heater on.
This year’s event was held on Sunday, November 10 and
drew a large gathering of about 50 participants. Obviously,
in spite of clouds and chilly temperatures, there were many
RSR folks who wanted one last country ride before their
cars were put away for the winter.

While the best of the fall color was gone, the roads were
dry and only occasionally inhibited by slow moving agricultural traffic. Brunch attendance exceeded The Common
Grill’s willingness to reserve tables so while about 20 dined
at the Common Grill many others had just as good a time
across the street at Cleary’s Pub.
Hopefully Sebastian will repeat this event next year. If
so, don’t miss it.

Phil & Sarah Kingham and their kids Becca &
Mark still fit in their 911. How much longer?

Member John Tree was prepared for top-down driving.

George Gilligan talked his son into
joining him for a top-down drive.

Paul Grouche’s 928 Art Car returned for the
event.

Sebastian hosts
a shivering drivers’ meeting.
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Time With Tim
Story by Mike O’Rear and photos by David Cooper and Glenn Trapp

November’s Time With Tim was crowded and with good
reason. Member Jon Heidorn kicked off the day with a
slide show from his recent visit to the Porsche Museum
and a two-hour tour of Porsche’s Stutthart assembly plant.
Tim followed with a presentation on the effectiveness
of various fuel additives which claim to reduce problems
from ethanol (and attendant water) in modern gasoline.
Tim tested various products with varying results.

(Editor’s Note: For those who attended -- after the crowd
had left for the day Tim and I tested the blue stuff that
settled to the bottom of some samples -- it does burn! For
those of you who didn’t attend -- nevermind.)
Tim also discussed the Intermediate Shaft problems
in 996 and some 997 model 911s (see President Mammel’s Traction Control from last month) and reviewed the
several “cures” now offered on the market. All in all an
entertaining afternoon.
Because of the holidays Time With Tim will next be
held on Saturday, January 18th.

Jon Heidorn showed pictures of his recent Porsche Museum visit and Porsche factory tour in Stuttgart, Germany.

The most fun Tim has had since he got a chemistry
set for Christmas.

What’s Time With Tim without a Porsche engine to
look and poke at.

Funny -- no matter how much time Tim spends teaching,
the crowd never looks any smarter.
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Porsche	
  of	
  Ann	
  Arbor

Howard	
  
Cooper	
  	
  
Import	
  

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.
We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor

Come visit our brand new Porsche building
2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street. go North 1/2 mile...
Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.
Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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The Pebble Beach Road Races, 1950-1956
By Regular Contributor and Member Jeremy Goddard

I said in my notes last month that I was going to begin addressing the accessible European tracks, but I came across
another now-unused but somewhat available former road
circuit in California.
Phil Hill won the first 1950 Pebble Beach Road Race in a
white Jaguar XK120. Over the following six years, many of
the American and European road racing names careened
through this leafy town and down frighteningly narrow
country roads in those heady days before the Laguna Seca
circuit was built nearby.
The course used the narrow roads weaving through the
woods which make up this coastal town. It was difficult to
pass on the course, most of the corners were blind, and
sturdy tree trunks served as safety barriers: a Real Man’s
track. The original1.8-mile short course was used once,
however, and for the six subsequent races (1951 - 56),
the track was lengthened to 2.1 miles by modifying the
western-most corner and extending it into a sharp hairpin
(see the accompanying map on page 15). The road immediately following the new hairpin was not paved, and
much of the road remains unpaved today.
The “Del Monte Trophy” was run beginning in 1950 but
ended in 1956 after Ernie McAfee died when his Ferrari
hit a strategically sited tree. During the 1956/7 winter, the
locals made arrangements to set aside some local government land some five miles away for a purpose-built track
and, in 1957, the Laguna Seca (“dry lagoon” in Spanish)
circuit was opened.
Because of its golf-course fame, many first-time visitors
to Pebble Beach expect to find a deluxe resort town like
Beverly Hills or Monte Carlo. In reality, Pebble Beach remains very rural in character and heavily wooded through
most of the town. Local maps call this area Del Monte
Forest, and there are no sidewalks, streetlights nor Pebble
Beach downtown area.
Referring again to the hand-drawn map, some of the
original roads have been rerouted. The road names have
also shifted since the 1950s, but today you can explore
most of the old circuit. From the start/finish line (on
Portola Road), right on Sombria Lane, and then right onto
Drake Road at T4, it’s all there. However, the road from
T4 until halfway to T5 no longer exists - someone built a
house there and the road is now a driveway.
Past the house, you can pick up the trail and walk
along the dirt road it was during the 50s, although trees

have grown across this part of the course since it was
closed. From the T6 Bristol Curve, you can drive the paved
course on Forest lake Road back to the final turn on to
Portola and the start-finish. (If you wish to check out the
original 1.8-mile course from 1950, you can also walk the
dirt shortcut between T3 and T5 to bypass the T4 hairpin
extension).
For a Google Map of the former Pebble
Beach Circuit go to: https://maps.google.
com/?ie=UTF8&om=1&ll=36.574388,121.954594&spn=0.014785,0.027509&t=h

(Continued on Page 15)
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(Pebble Beach Race Course from Page 13)
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

But How Does It Work
Admittedly I am the world’s slowest mechanic. I have
some experience and some mechanical aptitude but
curiosity is my handicap. When faced with a mechanical
device I am intrigued about what function it performs and
how it works. I can’t just fix the offending part without
getting an understanding of what the part did and why it
failed. And of course I have to clean every part that is in
the relative vicinity. It isn’t just cars either that can hold
my fascination. Pretty much any mechanism becomes a
mystery novel waiting to be explored and deciphered. As
pictures go, a good cut away drawing is better than any
landscape portrait. An exploded diagram is better than a
chapter of descriptive text. I guess that is because those
pictures give perspective and relationship to the mechanism. Don’t even get me started on the animation of a
cut away. The visible engine model was obviously my
favorite toy. The building of a car model was far more
satisfying than the decoration or final product. The most
exciting display at any car show is the cut away engines. I
thought I was in nirvana when I found an entire Formula 1
car cut totally down the center so that every mechanical
bit was there for observation and study. I don’t always
understand what I am looking at but it is fun to make suppositions about how the parts work together and some of
the creative engineering solutions that are involved.
Electronic things do not hold that same fascination
for me. Maybe to some people a circuit diagram can be
read like a map but the interactions of electronic parts
are just like magic to me. Electrons flow and cause lights
to light and switches to operate or data to exchange but
it is all too intrinsic and non-intuitive. I know that plus
and minus signs indicate the source of power but after
that for me the circuit diagram needs some sort of arrow
indicators for flow direction. When I heard that electrical
lines are now multiplexed and can perform more than one
function at a time it all became too much. People who
can actually create a wiring harness from scratch following
a wiring diagram are not mentally wired the same way I
am, pun intended.
The same could almost also be said of the automotive transmission. It should be simple since power comes
in at one end and goes out the other. Just about the
time I figured out the functions of main shaft, lay shaft ,
output shaft and shift forks and synchros, they went and
introduced the dual clutch constant mesh gearbox with

dual purpose every things. I finally saw a moving diagram
that I could follow but who could believe you could have
a main shaft that runs inside another main shaft? It took
me a long time to understand the concept of a differential
and then the limited slip. But this torque sensing Torsen
is a whole different animal. Needless to say I would never
attempt to work on a trans and consider anyone who does
to be an indirect descendent of Merlin the Magician.
All of this brings me to the point that anyone who considers himself a motor head should care about how stuff
works. I accept the fact that today’s cars have become
so complex that in the words of science fiction writers,
the difference between modern technology and magic is
nearly indistinguishable. It should give us a great appreciation for our automobile mechanic. They truly do have
to be a combination of computer engineer, mechanical
engineer and electrical engineer. The old shop class of my
youth would not qualify me to fix a modern wheel bearing. But please do yourself a favor and take advantage of
opportunities to learn how your car works.
With Time With Tim starting up again you will find such
education not only painless but entertaining. You might
even want to ask him about taking college courses such as
he has taught. Not all of us are cut out to be a mechanic.
The old dramatic notion of the independent mechanic
solving problems with his hands and intuition is probably
long gone. But a rudimentary mechanical knowledge
should help you to be able relate to your mechanic and
understand what is being done to your car. It also should
make you more sympathetic to how you abuse your car if
you have some understanding of how it works. If nothing
else, it may lead you to keep the mechanical bits a little
cleaner when you take your car to a mechanic, and that
will never hurt the final outcome, much less the final bill.
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Rally Sport Region Elections
The position of President and six positions on the board
are up for election this year.
The Candidates are:
Tom Bloom
I wish to be reelected to the board and to continue my
service to the club. My experience as founder and president of Bloom Roofing Systems has brought to the club a
different approach on everything from business (how do
we get stuff past the barristers), how do we discover what
members want from the club. As a board member I have
been allowed to express some of the direction I think the
club and I would wish to continue this process.
George Gilligan
Ann Arbor has been my home for sixty years. My wife and
I met at the University of Michigan, married while still in
school and started our family, one son and one daughter.
My interest in cars goes back a long way leading up to my
first career in the imported car business. In the June issue
of The Bahn Stormer is an article I wrote detailing a large
part of that career.
In my second career I was Vice President-Investments and
Certified Financial Planner (CFP) with The Duda/Gilligan
Wealth Management Group at Raymond James and Associates in the Ann Arbor office. My partner and I managed
approximately one hundred million in assets for our clients.
My ownership of many imports, mainly British for better
or worse, ended after I sold my last sports car in 2010. I
thought my sports car itch had gone away. However after
driving several 911’s, the itch came back very strong and I
found my Porsche on the East Coast, a 20,000 mile, 2001
996 Cab2 with the factory hardtop. Tim Pott took care of
updating everything at Rennstatt and I drive it like I stole it!
I attended my first DE in May and Mary and I attended the
Porsche Parade in June.
I joined PCA and RSR in October and have attended all the
meetings except one when I was in Europe. My interest in
joining the club was to meet likeminded individuals who
enjoy driving fine cars. I am a Past President of the Downtown Ann Arbor Kiwanis Club, the largest in the State and a
Past President of the Ann Arbor Area Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a 550 member group. I believe in taking an active
role in the organizations in which I belong, make a positive
20

contribution as such, and that’s the reason for my wanting
to serve the club as a board member.
Michael Kimber
Michael Kimber loves Porsches and he loves being a member of RSR. He has been a member for over seven years,
and during that time he has served as a Board member,
Legal Counsel, and the Insurance Chair. He not only takes
part in RSR social events, but he also has become addicted to RSR’s DE days. He hopes that he will move from
the novice Green group to the intermediate White group
sometime before his retirement.
He misses making contributions to the Club. He would love
to serve again and offer RSR his expertise, good humor and
lofty opinions. A vote for Michael is a vote for honesty,
integrity, and lots of obsessive-compulsive behavior!
Rick Mammel
I am re-running to continue as RSR President. To keep
focus on increasing the membership and getting inactive members to become more involved in events, both
track and social. I am asking for your vote but most of all,
regardless of the election outcome, asking you to support
our club to continue its growth as the Fast, Fun & Friendly
Region it is.
Ron Pruette
My name is Ron Pruette and I have been a car nut since I
was about 10 years old when I discovered Gran Prix racing
at the library via Road and Track Magazine. My passion for
the sport propelled me into all things racing and all cars
European and leads me to not own an American car until I
was 40. I have brought that enthusiasm to the board and
wish to continue to for another term.
Tim Pott
I have been able to serve RSR as the Vice President and this
year became the Tech Chairman for the club. I host Time
with Tim events and can be found at most Drivers’ Education events helping with members’ cars. I hope to continue
to my service to the club as a board member.
Al Wright
I was appointed to the board for my first term to fill a
vacancy. I enjoy the camaraderie of the club members at
track events and feel that I can continue to contribute to
the board for another term.

Any Club Member and Family-active Member with a current PCA Membership identification number may vote.
Please return your ballot by using one of the following
methods:
• Snail Mail (Postmarked by 11/29/2013) to:
Mary Ann Kantrow
5557 North Territorial Rd
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
• Email (by 12/2/2013) to:
secretary@rsrpca.org
• Deliver In person at the General Meeting on 12/3/13

For Your Vote to Count:
• Club Members must sign their paper ballots (whether
delivered by mail or in person) and list their PCA Membership identification number on the ballot.
• Club Members who vote electronically do not have to
sign their ballots, but must include their PCA Membership identification number with their electronic ballot.

2013 Election Ballot
Candidate for President (vote for no more than one)
		
PCA Member

PCA Family Member

Rick Mammel

__________

__________		

Write In
______________________

__________

__________

Candidates for the Board (Vote for no more than six)
PCA Member
Tom Bloom
___________

PCA Family Member
___________

George Gilligan

___________

__________

Michael Kimber

___________

___________			

Ron Pruette

___________

___________

Tim Pott

___________

___________

Al Wright

___________

___________

Write In
_______________________

___________

___________		

PCA Member

PCA Family Member

______________________

________________________

__________________________

____________________________

Membership Numbers:
Signatures:

Reminder: The ballot must be signed or your votes will not count.
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.

W. 11 Mile Rd

d Riv

Halsted Rd.

Gran

er Av

e.
Grand River Ave.

W. 10 Mile Rd.

Haggerty Rd.
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275

5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

In the Zone
By Ron Carr
PCA Zone 4 Representative

It is hard to believe that my four years as your Zone 4 Rep
have come to an end- it has been a great pleasure visiting
you and your regions events. I wish you all a safe and joyous holiday season, and many miles of safe travels in the
New Year. A look ahead to 2014 is included for your winter
planning……………….Check your local region’s website and
newsletter for the latest details on the many events close
to you that are being planned for your enjoyment, and
check the Zone 4 Website at http://zone4.pca.org/ for
other regions events, such as:
• EBR Holiday Party, Saturday December 7, 2013. Location and details are posted on the website.
• MOR Holiday Party, the Golf Depot Clubhouse, Gahanna, OH on Saturday December 7, 2013 at 6:00 PM.
For details see the Newsletter or Website. RSVP to
Betsy MacDonell at betsymac@columbus.rr.com.
• NOR Holiday Party, Angelo’s Nido Italia Ristorante,
12020 Mayfield Rd, Cleveland Hts., OH on Saturday
December 7, 2013 at 6:00 PM. For details see the
Newsletter or Website.
• OVR End of the Year Party, Brio Restaurant, Newport,
KY on Sunday December 7, 2013 from 11:00 AM until
2:00 PM. For details see the Newsletter or Website at
http://ovrpca.org.
• RSR Holiday Party, at the Inn at St. Johns 44045 Five
Mile Road Plymouth, Michigan on Saturday December
7, 2013 at 6:00 PM. For details see the Newsletter or
Website. Registration is through ClubRegistration.net.
• WMR Annual Appetizer Party, hosted by Mike and
Barb Karluk at their home at 9342 Whispering Sands
Drive, West Olive, MI on December 7, 2013 at 5:00
PM. Please RSVP by December 5th to Barbara.Doss@
spectrumhealth.org or call 616-443-4855.
• CIR Holiday Brunch on Sunday December 8, 2013
from 11:00 AM until 2:00 PM. Location is the Garrison
Restaurant at Fort Harrison State Park Inn, Golf Resort
& Conference Center in Indianapolis, IN. For details and
registration information see the Newsletter or Website.
• SEM Holiday Party at the Garage Restaurant, Northville, MI on Saturday December 15, 2013. Event chairs
are Cathy and John Keilly. Details are available on the
Website or the P4 newsletter.

Next Year (All dates and event details are tentative):
• Zone 4 gathering at the North American International
Auto Show, Cobo Hall, Detroit, MI on Saturday, January
18, 2014. Special product introduction at the Porsche
Display from 7-9 AM. Additional details and registration
information will be provided in a December E-Blast to
Zone 4 members.
• The Zone 4 Presidents Meeting will take place at the
Maumee Bay State Lodge near Toledo, OH in late February or early March, 2014 for all of the Region Presidents
and interested regional board members.
• The Southeast Michigan Region will host their second
Street Survival Program for teen drivers in May, 2014.
This is a PCA national sponsored program and will be
expanding throughout the Zone in the future.
• The Central Indiana Region will host their fifth Street
Survival Program for teen drivers, also in May, 2014.
• The new United Sports Car Championship will come
to the Belle Isle Grand Prix in Detroit, MI on Saturday,
May 31, 2014. A Porsche Car Corral for Porsche Owners
will be hosted by the local PCA regions.
• The 59th Annual Porsche Parade will be held in Monterrey, CA on June 14-21, 2014. Registration will open in
mid-March, 2014.
• The annual Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at Schenley
Park, PA will be held on July 19 & 20, 2014. This is the
finale of a week-long event with great racing all weekend, and a great car show and concourse on Saturday,
sponsored in part by the PCA Allegheny Region.
• The new United Sports Car Championship will return to
Zone 4 as part of the Brickyard 400 Weekend in Indianapolis, IN on Friday July 25, 2014. The Central Indiana
PCA Region will again host a Porsche Car Corral and
hospitality suite for Porsche Owners.
• The annual P2O event returns to Granville, OH on July
25-27, 2014, sponsored by the Mid-Ohio Region. Watch
the P2O website for details.
• And finally, join fellow PCA members for a memorable
late-fall weekend at the Escape to Magical Orlando at
Disney World in Florida on November 6-9, 2014. More
information will be available next year as the event
grows closer.
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Time Passages
Story by Emmanuel (“Eman”) Garcia, RSR’s Cranky Webmeister (See his Cranky Driver blog at www.crankydriver.com)

My daily driver recently turned 100,000 miles. Yet somehow I’m the one that feels old. Actually, any sense of time
passing makes me feel old.
Technically I’m probably middle age, although that seems
so old just to type that. I don’t have my AARP membership
yet, so I’m not getting the Denny’s discount.
I can even still remember why I walk into rooms—usually.
No, I’m more like I-remember-looking-through-a-hole-ina-camera-to-take-a-picture old. Or these-are-not-bifocalsthey’re-called-progressive-lenses old. I’m old enough to
know the Year of the Cat is not one of the Chinese zodiac
years. And the Sign of the Cat on tv featured a different
definition of Cougar than today.
More specifically, I am I-once-owned-8-track-tapes-andoh-gawd-all-four-of-my-cars-are-over-100,000-miles old.
*sigh*
Didn’t I just buy this “new” car a little while ago? Did I just
blink away 4 years? Where the heck was I driving during
all that time?
Realizing that your car has 100,000 miles is like realizing
that your baby daughter has started going to elementary school and is acting like a teenager. What?!—et, tu,
Tochter?
Time is so compressing.
Back in the “old” days, rolling over 100,000 miles was a
monumental achievement for a car. It wasn’t impossible,
but it was certainly difficult. It was probably a combination
of driving less, lower reliability, and the low shelf life of
Bondo® that kept older cars from going this far.
Well, what does 100,000 miles on a car represent anyway?
It means no more new car smell. There’s a chip or two on
the windshield, and maybe a crack on the fascia from that
thing you ran over on the freeway. The shake, rattle and
roll come from the body and not the radio. Everything
that’s supposed to be replaced in a car is typically replaced
by now.
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In other words, it’s been around the block a few times.

In my case, about 251,428 times. And used $14,589.64
in premium gas doing it ($63.43/week, $3,647.41/year).
That’s 4,336 gallons of gas, averaging about $3.36/gallon.
The car gets 23.1 mpg.
Didn’t I used to pay less than a $1/gallon when I first
started driving?
Cars are generally designed to last about 10 years or
100,000 miles. When engineers design a car, the parts are
usually tested to simulate a 10-year life or 100,000 miles
of usage. These are accelerated tests because watching
paint peel for 10 years is really boring. In today’s manufacturing world cars can easily exceed these limits. I would
say that 200,000 miles is the new 100,000. Sort of like 40
is the new 30. Or so no one tells me, but I wish they would
so I would feel better.
With that said, 100,000 miles is still 100,000 miles. That’s
about 4 times around the earth along the equator. If you
could drive one over the ocean, that is. When my cars
have this many miles, I worry about what’s going to fall off
or what I’ll have to replace next. I think every new noise or
smell is coming from my car when I drive it.
I start thinking about cost/benefit analysis of keeping the
car. My eyes start wandering to autotrader.com or websiteofshinycarIsawonacarmagazine.com. I start getting that
4-year, 10-month, 26-day itch (my average time between
car purchases).
A 100,000 mile car feels like it’s on borrowed tires.
Or...
…what’s there to lose? The car’s older, so why not throw
some sticky tires on it and drive it on the race track? It’s
probably on basic insurance anyway. And since you have
to replace parts, why not put high performance parts in
it instead? You’ve gotten your money’s worth on it. In my
case, I even have a new engine raring to go.
So, Go For It!
Confession: Most of the time, I’m a big Wuss. I’m a riskaverse engineer who wants to stay married. Maybe buy a
pair of shoes (or two) for my kids. And spend most of my
money buying shiny, electronic, blinky things. (Hey, I’m

risk-averse, not fiscally responsible.)
So, No. I will not be tearing up road courses with my daily
driver</key term for future loophole exploitation>.
This particular car and I will try to age in a cautious, prudent way. We will continue to dutifully haul children to and
from schools and soccer fields. We will drive late at night
to pick up chocolate cupcakes with sprinkles on them from
all-night grocery stores to bring to school the next day. We
will commute daily to and from work. Maybe even hit the
gym once in a while.
We will not turn off traction control in deserted, snowcovered parking lots. We will not see when the stability
control takes over on exit ramps. We will not watch Dukes
of Hazzards videos where someone yells out, “yee haa!”
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TODD J. MIERZWIAK
PRESIDENT

WESTGATE

INSURANCE AGENCY

3450 W. CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE 344
TOLEDO, OH 43606
(419) 536-2213 FAX (419) 536-0221
CELLULAR (419) 283-5593
www.westgateagency.com
todd@westgateagency.com

Give a Holiday Gift
That Doesn’t End When
the Batteries Run Out.
Why not start a new holiday tradition? Make this the
time of year that you help save for a child’s college education.
Edward Jones can work with you to develop a strategy
to save for college. One option is a 529 college savings
plan, where today’s gift can have tax beneﬁts for you,
family members and the child.*
*Contributions to a 529 plan may be eligible for a state tax deduction or credit in
certain states for those residents.

To make your college savings gift in time
for the holidays, call or visit today.
David C Yu

.

Financial Advisor
.
123 N Ashley St Suite 110
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
734-769-0127

Member SIPC
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Carbon Deposits
By RSR Vice-President and crack Porsche Technician/Mechanic, Tim Pott

Joni Mitchell, in her song about Woodstock, asserts that
we are all just “billion year old carbon.” My question to
Joni might be; “Well then what the heck are we doing
hanging around in the intake manifolds and combustion
chambers of engines?”
Since the earliest days of the internal combustion
motor, deposits have plagued engineers, mechanics, and
owners alike. Chemical concoctions claiming to eliminate,
reduce or prevent these deposits from forming have
made millions for the companies that blend and sell them.
While some of them seem to help, I’ve never found the
magic chemical bullet that solves this problem. Prevention is typically easier than any real, effective remedy and
the only completely effective remedy is to physically scrub
the deposits from the area where they are causing the
problem. There are basically three areas where carbon
deposits become problematic; combustion chambers,
intake manifolds (include the back side of intake valves
with this) and ports for air Injector/reactor (AIR) systems.
These latter two areas seem to be where the issues haunt
most owners in terms of either lost performance or the
illumination of the dreaded CEL (check engine light).
Throttle body housings, intake manifolds, cylinder head
intake ports (essentially an extension of the manifold) and
the back side of the intake valve make up the pathway to
the combustion chamber of your engine. When performance gains are sought, this is one of the first areas to
receive focus for performance modifications. Making this
pathway smooth and direct allows the engine to breathe
easier which can result in improved performance. Most
fuel injection systems, other than the relatively new direct
port injection systems, aim the fuel injectors directly at
the back of the intake valve. Squirting the fuel onto the
hot valve allows it to change from atomized liquid to hot
vapor while waiting for the intake valve to open. Unfortunately, the elevated temperatures that help vaporize the
fuel also help separate the fuel into carbon and nitrogen
allowing the carbon molecules to attach to surfaces in the
form crusty deposits. These deposits can literally choke
off this pathway resulting in dramatically reduced engine
performance. I have never used or found a chemical
product that will clean these deposits completely once
they have formed; they have to be physically scrubbed off
by hand or blasted off using a media blaster.
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CIS Injection Intake Valve Image
During the 1980’s carbon build up on intake valves
became a big enough problem on vehicles with Constant
Injection System (CIS) that many German auto manufacturers addressed the issue with technical service bulletins
advising how to clean up intake deposits and sometimes
specifying equipment designed for a certain engine application. Audi partnered with Kent-Moore to design
a machine that used crushed walnut shells to blast the
carbon directly off the valves once the intake manifold
had been removed. Porsche’s approach was slightly less
cost-effective; just disassemble the engine down to the
cylinder heads and completely clean the intake ports and
valves. Audi extended their warranty coverage for this;
Porsche did not and those repairs were to be done at
the customer’s expense. Needless to say, not too many
customers would step up to the plate for this service and
it wasn’t done too often on the Porsches.
Either cleaning process, walnut blasting or engine
disassembly, specified a follow up usage of Techron, which
is a fuel additive made by Chevron designed to prevent
carbon build up on a clean intake system. Techron will
help clean up carbon deposits but asking it to clean up an
intake port that is already 30% clogged is too tall an order.
Fuel injectors can also become contaminated with fuel
deposits which will affect their ability to fully atomize
gasoline. Techron will sometimes remedy misfires caused
by dirty injectors and often in very short order. Whether
your goal is to clean injectors or keep intake components
carbon free, it is always a best bet is to start with a clean
system and keep it clean rather than trying to clean things
chemically after the fact. (I have been told that there
are several fuel brands that blend Techron automatically,
Chevron being the obvious one, but I could not find a list

of these companies.)
Direct fuel injection, now commonplace on many new
vehicles, injects the fuel right into the combustion chambers while the air is drawn in through the intake manifold.
This requires a very high pressure injector that can more
effectively atomize the fuel as it does not have the benefit
of sitting on the hot intake valve for a period of time. One
would think that direct injection would result in a complete remedy to the problem of carbon deposits on the intake valves but no such luck. In fact, if anything, the Direct
Injection Systems are plagued as much or even more so
by clogged up intake ports and valves. Two components
accompany the incoming air to your engine; exhaust gasses from the exhaust gas recirculation system (EGR) and oil
vapor in the crankcase fumes from your closed-to-the-atmosphere engine crankcase. It seems that in the past, the
gasoline washing over the intake valve actually kept these
airborne elements from attaching themselves and forming
carbon deposits.

was that it did a fabulous job of cleaning up the hydrocarbons. It also did a fabulous job of acting as a cutting torch
on the exhaust valves, causing them to fail in less than
10,000 miles. It didn’t take engineers long to mitigate the
effects of this additional heat by improving metallurgy and
exhaust valve design.
As years have passed, these AIR systems have become
more refined and now are also used to increase catalytic
convertor efficiency by bringing it up to temperature more
quickly. An additional “refinement” is the routing of
passages through the actual head castings that carry the
exhaust gasses to the port. A one-way valve at the top of
this port is designed to only allow flow only in one direction, however over time these valves can fail, allowing
exhaust gasses to work their way back up these passages
causing them to become clogged. On Board Diagnostics
Generation II (OBDII) systems are designed to monitor AIR
system flow and if it is found to be too low, the CEL will
illuminate to alert the driver and technician of a problem.

Typical Layout of an AIR system image
Direct Injection Intake Port image
So now mechanics are back to the practice of removing
intake manifolds and physically scrubbing off layers and
chunks of crusty, dirty carbon. Virtually all direct injection
engines and especially many of the VW and Audi engines
have suffered from this buildup of carbon on their direct
injection engines. To the best of my knowledge, there
have been no recalls or extended warranties to help consumers with costs related to these issues.
AIR systems have been around for a long time, they
were one of the earliest emission control devices and
were used as early as the late 1960s. Hydrocarbons lingering in the exhaust ports only need additional air to continue burning. The earliest AIR system provided additional
air through a simple belt driven air pump that directed
air through a tube and into the exhaust port. The result

There is no performance issue related to the clogging
of these AIR arteries, only emission implications. The CEL
only functions to cause the operator angst and, in certain
states, a lot of money to have this system cleaned and
brought back to proper functionality. States not requiring
emission Inspection and Maintenance (IM240) programs,
such as Michigan, do not force owners to bring these
systems into compliance. We are, however, “caught in the
devil’s bargain” (Joni again) as we are now forced to wonder whether the CEL is just on due to the old AIR issue, or
whether there is some other, more dire problem lurking in
our fuel management system unbeknownst to us.
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Porsche Club of America

Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, November 6th, 2013

Rick Mammel: President.........................................Absent
Tim Pott: Vice President.........................................Present
Tom Bloom..............................................................Present
Jim Christopher, Past President & Advertising.........Absent
Dave Cooper (Events Chair)......................................Absent

Jim Dowty (Insurance Chair)....................................Present
John Kytasty.............................................................Present
Christian Maloof (Track Chair).................................Present
Ron Pruette..............................................................Absent
Al Wright.................................................................Present

Members & Visitor Present: Rich Chang, Andrew and
Sarah Derminer, Mike Goebelbecker, Peter Grant, George
Gilligan, Mary Ann and Dan Kantrow, Burghard Linn, Valeria
Roedenbeck, Wes Nardoni, Brian Thorpe, Glenn Trapp,
Beth Trollman, and David Yu.

Membership: Glenn Trapp reported that we have 261
members. Signed insurance forms should be archived for
four years and one month. Currently our data is backed
up on thumb drives. The board discussed the plans to
robustly back up our data. Glenn and Burghard currently
swap thumb drives

Call to Order: Tim Pott called the meeting to order at
7:08PM at Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth, MI.
President’s Report: No report.
Meeting Minutes: The October meeting minutes were
reviewed.
Treasurer’s Report: Burghard Linn reviewed the October
Financial Report. He also review a comparison report of
the 2012 vs. 2013 Track Financials and other data.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).
Insurance Report: Jim Dowty reported that insurance
certificates are ready for Polar Bear Run and the next Time
with Tim.
Goodie Store: No report
Advertising Report: No report

Track Report: The board discussed the venue plans for
next year. Christian discussed the option of a DE event at
Mid-Ohio. More discussion will be required because of the
cost.
Newsletter: Newsletter deadline is November 18.
Website: No report.
Events Committee:
- November 10: Polar Bear Run – Sebastian Gaeta
- November 16: Time with Tim
- December 7: Holiday Party at St. John. Jeremy Godard
has booked Phil Berg as the guest speaker.
New Business:
• Meetings for next year will be moved back to the first
Tuesday of the Month.
Meeting adjourned: 7:40p.m. Minutes taken by: Mary Ann
Kantrow
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CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE
2008 GT2: Black with Black Gray interior, stitched leather
and suede. Carbon
fiber throughout
including seats. 1,955
miles, like new condition. Never tracked,
many options, too
many to list. Serious
inquires only, email
me for more pictures,
sticker, etc. $150,000.
Contact Dave Kelter at kelto1@comcast.net or 248-8901017 (12/13)
1989 Porsche 944: VIN WP0AA945KN451387. This car has
had only one original owner, less than 42,000 miles, and
is a completely original, unmolested car. No major repairs,
no repaints or accidents. Zermatt Silver with perfect black
leather interior. The timing belt replacement was done on
May 27, 1999 with 33,474 miles. This car must be seen to
be appreciated! Photos on request. Please call Tim Pott
for pricing or to make an appointment to see this beautiful
car. 734-548-5378, tcpott@gmail.com. (11/13)
2003 Carrera Cabriolet: Excellent Condition, Midnight Blue
Metallic with Natural Brown Leather
Interior. White dial
gauges, 33,000
miles, 6-speed. VF
Engineering Supercharger installed
by David Laing at
RUF USA, this past
March, 480 hp. Runs great. Many extras including cover,
leather, wood package, 6-CD changer, power seats, 18 inch
alloys, and more. Driven sunny days in the summer only,
stored winters in my heated garage. All service records.
Asking: $39,900. Contact Dave Kelter at 248-890-1017.
(09/13)
2010 Cayman: Carrara white with black standard leather,
black 18” Cayman S II wheels, power seat pkg, sport program button, BiXenon headlights with dynamic cornering,
7 Speed PDK, heated seats, auto climate control, Bose high
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end sound pkg, floor mats and universal audio interface.
Owner installed options include R type front splitter, black
“Porsche” graphic on side, red safety belts, Fabspeed Maxflo cat-back exhaust (OEM exhaust will be included). 12K
miles. $42,000. Call Horst Reinhardt at 586-991-2455 or
email horst@vrperformance.com (4/13)
2003 Porsche 911, AWD Turbo Coupe: Forest Green Metallic with natural leather; 52K miles. Other options: natural
brown floor mats; 3-spoke, leather steering wheel, PCCB;
PSM; leather interior package; rear and center console
painted exterior color; 18” sport techno wheels w/colored
center caps; supple leather interior package, front and rear;
Alpine AM/FM/CD/MP3. MSRP: $136,950.00. This is a
one-off car; FGM paint was a custom color in 2003 with
only one other 911 painted this same color and was not
optioned as a turbo nor a natural, supple leather interior.
The car is in pristine condition and striking with its atypical
color and interior combination. This is simply an incredible
car, a very strong performer yet dampened and civilized so
as to be easily enjoyed on all manner of road conditions -- I
often refer to the car as an executive express. Original radio and battery maintenance will be included. $58,000.00.
Please contact Jim Christopher: 810-217-1280 or jtchristopher@comcast.net. (4/13)

OTHER ITEMS
1974 Porsche 914 Parts: Front suspension w/struts, no
calipers or steering rack, $35; steering rack, $35. Contact
Carl Morganti at carl.r.morganti@delphi.com or 480-405390 (12/13)
Porsche 993 “Cup” replica alloy wheels: -set of 4. (5
Lug with center caps). Front: 7 1/2 J x 17 H2 (model #
60374) Rear: 9 J x 17 H2 (model # 60474). Very good
condition. Only a few areas with minor scratches. Asking
$775 for the set. Please contact Kyle with any questions:
734-330-1365 kpullen@umich.edu (10/13)
Bell Helmet: Racing Series M.4, medium, w/face shield.
Certified Snell 2005. Perfect condition. New $400+. Asking $250 OBO. Asa Javier BaRa 734-497-4867. (09/13)
New Pirelli Race Slick Tires: 235/19 front and 295/19 rear.
List price is $2,200 per set of 4 tires. 1 set is $1,500. 2 sets
are $2,700. 3 sets are $3,900. Shipping is additional. Tom

Green, Saline, MI 48176. Work 734-429-5958. Cell 734417-0030. (07/13)
944 turbo track tires and rims. OZ Racing Fittipaldi rims
with Toyo RA1 proxies tires. $400. Two 16-8.5 with 22550ZR16 and two 16-9.5 with 255-50ZR16 Still not down to
wear bars yet. Contact Stephen Howorth at sjhoworth@
bell.net 519-996-8708 (04/13)
CCW - C10 18” forged wheels: Purchased last year and
used for 2 seasons are a set of Complete Custom Wheels
(CCW) style C10 with black anodized finish. Very light
weight and all in good condition, run straight and true.
9x18-50 and 12x18-50 used on a 2007 GT3RS. Will fit 997
wide body and 996 wide body with 1/4” spacer on rear.
$1,800 Call Tom Krueger at 313-570-2223 or thomasjkrueger@gmail.com (12/12)
STORAGE FOR RENT: Heated, secured museum-like
garage. $100.00/month Call Clem at (810) 636-2840.
(09/13)

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer,
please contact Mike O’Rear at morear734@
gmail.com (Put “Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line). Non-members will be charged $5.00/
quarter. Ads more than six months old may be
removed unless resubmitted.

WANTED?? Looking for anything
Porsche-ish.
Submit a “wanted ad” for the next
issue.
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©2011 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. Optional equipment shown is extra. *To qualified customers through
Porsche Financial Services. See your participating authorized Porsche dealer for details.

There's a reason it's called a new beginning.
Ultra-low-mileage lease options now available.*

Porsche of Farmington Hills
37911 Grand River Avenue
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
(248) 471-0800
www.farmington-hills.
porschedealer.com
Porsche recommends

The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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