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Traction Control
By Rick Mammel, RSR President
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The change of seasons always
represents a turning point for
the use of our treasured cars.
With September behind us,
the countdown has started to
the hibernation of RSR driving
events that will terminate in a few
short months. Sadly September
also marks a month when many
RSR members will remember losing a dear friend and
consummate auto enthusiast. If you have ever attended
an RSR movie night you were watching Paul Osborn’s
magnificent videos. Paul passed away earlier in the month.
Once the shock of this loss subsided, his friends got to
reminiscing about just how much Paul contributed to
documenting his passion for all things mechanical. His
specialty was certainly the dynamic documentation of
movement. Paul knew everyone and that made it easy
work for him to get cameras on the finest cars, and cars
driven by legendary drivers. No one knew him better
than RSR member Jim Dunham who wrote the following
……”Paul made friends easily. He brought people together.
His friendly demeanor, gift of gab and personable approach
won the hearts of many people. With a camera in his hand
he would simply make people feel at ease and talk about
their rare race car or antique like they knew Paul their
whole life. Paul’s videos included recording the Great
Race on numerous occasions, Can Am Reunions from
Elkhart , the WACO biplane fly-in from Ohio, the annual
Miller Meets in Milwaukee, Porsche Rennsport Reunions,
Restorations by the Indy Museum, Mercedes Museum,
Jerry Weeks, Jack Roush, Dan Webb, and on and on.
Although Paul never owned a bunch of sports cars or even
had a garage, his passion for cars was enjoyed thru his
friendships, car events, videotaping, and just hanging out
whenever he could get around car enthusiasts.”
The last RSR Drivers’ Education is now behind us.
Our three-day Gingerman event marked the transition
from Summer to Fall and that long wait until May 20,
2014, when we start a fresh season with our Waterford
Beginners Day. Many of you have heard this before, but
our DE events are far more than doing laps at the track.
They are a perfect opportunity to socialize with like minded
people, and without any doubt a chance to bench race
with fellow entrants. This last three-day event offered that
up in buckets. We decided to try something a bit different
for our last DE of 2013 by making it a three day drivers’

education instead of our regular format of Friday being a
day for Instructors and advanced students only. The other
change was to make each day a la carte so you could run
one, two or three days. Then to continue our quest to
make sure everyone had the best experience possible
we pushed the registration closure to a day before the
event. This was a great choice as we had entrants from
our club as well as entrants from Indiana and Illinois sign
up at the last minute. I woke Thursday night in a cold
sweat realizing the “dog’s breakfast” these changes would
bring to both registration and Instructor pairings. I would
have bet big money it was going to turn into a huge mess
organizationally, but the issues did not materialize, due to
the efforts of a few key people. With our regular Registrar,
Tom Krueger, away turning laps at the Nurburgring, Richard
Chang stepped in to handle registration. Little did he
know the recipe that was coming together for the “dog’s
breakfast.” His analytical skills were paramount in making
the event operate seamlessly. The other key was to have
our award winning Editor Mike O’Rear handling morning
registration. There were moments where he had the
“brake pedal goes to floor” look on his face, but as with
Richard, he offered up a diligent and perfect execution.
Under the stress, Mike mentioned personally paying to
rent a helicopter to fly Pat Jeski in to handle registration
at next year’s event. The third key person in this equation
was our Treasurer, Burhard Linn. How he navigated the last
minute hand written registration forms and got everyone’s
payments sorted is a mystery to me. Thank you all.
Once the registration was sorted the other stars of
our show, our crack team of Instructors took over. They
performed their usual magic and put a smile on every
student’s face. Without their efforts we would not have
these successful events. There is never enough praise
that can be bestowed upon them for what do. Special
acknowledgement goes to Roger Garrell for not only
instructing several students throughout the weekend
but also handling the drivers’ meetings. With the time
he had left over, he ran the classroom sessions to further
assure the newer students had a full understanding of the
best and safest ways around the track. That was a major
amount of work and I am glad to have had Roger available
to support us. His extensive experience was also available
to keep me from doing and saying something stupid. Try as
he did I think he failed on the later. Special mention to Phil
(Continued on Page 6)

Membership
Current Membership 453*
New Members
David L. Brown & David
A. Brown
Saline, MI
2012 Black 911 Turbo

Tom Chestnut
Saline, MI
2014 Silver Cayman S

Andrew Derminer
Wixom, MI

Kris Lamb
Ann Arbor, MI
2013 Black 911 Carrera S

Member Anniversaries
David Gingrich...................................... 37
Roger Sacks........................................... 24
Dave Finch ........................................... 19
Paul Grusche.......................................... 8

Marietta Baba........................................
Howard Albin.........................................
Carl Burton............................................
Douglas Weber......................................
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* Includes 263 Primary Members

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. .
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-2277854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen
PO Box 6400
Columbia, MD 21046
and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama
and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with
PCA national.
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RSR Calendar of Events
October 9 (Wed.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth
October 12 (Sat.): RSR Color Tour & Safari -- Hosted by
Stewart and Sally Free (see page 7)
October 19 (Sat.): 7:30 AM - 9:00 AM Cars & Coffee at
Zingerman’s Roadhouse in Ann Arbor (see page 26)
October 19 (Sat.): 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Time With Tim at
ArborMotion in Ann Arbor (see page 27)
November 10 (Sun.): RSR Polar Bear Run -- Hosted by
Sebastian Gaeta (see page 7)

November 13 (Wed.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth
December 7 (Sat.): RSR Holiday Party at The Inn at St.
Johns (see page 24)
December 11 (Wed.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth

Remember

Regular monthly club meetings are now held
on the second Wednesday of every month.

For more information on surrounding area events, see “In the Zone” on page 21.
(Traction Control from Page 4)
Mather who picked up the slack by instructing a variety of
students when they needed some assistance, this on top
of looking after his assigned students.
I can’t say enough of the above mentioned people who
assured the Gingerman DE was a great experience for our
guests and members alike. That was confirmed by a large
portion of the entrants, especially the groups from other
regions, telling me how fantastic their instructor was,
how much fun they had and what a welcoming group of
people RSR members are to be around. This is a recurring
theme that I want to maintain and promote for years to
come. You will not find a single person that did not have
a terrific time at this event. Other ingredients that made
the weekend ideal besides perfect weather and track
conditions were how professional and accommodating
the ENTIRE staff of Gingerman Raceway was. Lastly, as
is the case for every event, every year, James Snider and
ArborMotion supplied the cold drinks and healthy snacks
for the entire weekend. It may get old seeing the above
lines in every issue, but we should never take their support
for granted !!!
As we typically see at our weekend events, there is so
much track time that most entrants start checking out
early Sunday afternoon. This time was no different, but
those still at the track were treated to one of the best
two car “last runs of the day” ever witnessed. Frank
Burger and Mike O’Rear were doing their best Hunt/Lauda
6

impersonations. The gang watching had as much fun as
the guys piloting that matched pair of 3.2 Carreras. No
winner was declared, but the permanent smiles tattooed
on their faces were the biggest prizes that could be
awarded.
Now that the DE season is over, the same camaraderie
continues at the monthly Time with Tim Tech Sessions
at Rennstatt Racing. As previously and continuously
noted, what a great resource these gatherings are to our
membership. I do ask that we help Tim with suggestions
on subject matter as he has gone through every Porsche
system and I know he hates to be repetitious. Please write
him with your suggestions for a technical presentation
that you would like to see. The first TWT will be the third
Saturday of October, which happens to coincide with the
Ann Arbor Cars & Coffee earlier in the morning.
Other than TWT we have three more events before
the end of the year. First is the ever popular RSR Color
Tour, put on again by mega-hosts Sally & Stuart Free. It is
always a must-do, so keep October 12th open. This will
be followed a month later by Sebastian Gaeta’s Polar Bear
Run on November 10th, and then our final gathering of
the year, the RSR Holiday Party at St. Johns on December
7th. Do your best to keep your calendar clear for these
last few events of the year.
Rick

When: Depart Saturday, October 12 at 1:00 PM
Where: Meet in the NW corner of the Wal-Mart parking lot (SE corner of
I-96 & Milford Road (30729 Lyon Center Dr. East, New Hudson, MI 48165)
We will drive an hour, take an hour break, and drive another hour for a
total of abut 100 miles. Wear comfortable walking shoes and bring water
or a beverage.
The drive will conclude with dinner at the Moose Ridge Golf Course; 11801
Doane Road, South Lyon.
RSVP's by September 11th if attending dinner to stewsalfree@att.net

2013 Rally Sport Region Polar Bear Run
Sunday November 10th, 2013
Rally Sport members are invited to take that one last drive before putting your babies away for
the winter. Let’s Meet at 10:30 AM in the McDonald’s parking lot at 373 N Zeeb Rd, Ann Arbor, MI
48103 for a bit of socializing before shoving off at 11:00 AM.
The beautiful back roads drive will take us about one hour before we stop at the Common Grill in
Chelsea for lunch afterwords.

Please RSVP to Sebastian Gaeta at spg356@sbcglobal.net
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Soaring with RSR
Story by Dave & Norah Cooper, photos by Dave & Norah Cooper, Chuck Freitas and Stewart & Sally Free

The day began with a questionable proposition – at 9 AM
it was a gray cloudy day and looked like it might rain at
any moment. Dave Finch, host of the soaring event (and
expert glider pilot) called Dave Cooper, who helped organize the event. Finch stated the day would improve - and
we should not postpone. Cooper sent out a final eblast
to all RSVP participants, and took off for the meet-up in
Ann Arbor in order to lead the driving tour to the Sandhill
Soaring Club. With a low gray overcast cloud deck, only
7 cars showed up – not a good sign. After a brief driver’s
meeting, the short line of participants snaked their way up
to Gregory Michigan along the Huron River. It was a very
pleasant drive, passing many bicyclists and others enjoying
the long Labor Day weekend. The tour passed through
scenic Hell, MI on the way. This was especially appropriate for those that showed up for the driving tour, now
being able to say they had been to Hell, but wanted to go
to the RSR soaring event instead.
The driving tour group arrived at the field and parked
their Porsches near the airstrip. A few more group
members arrived solo, and we were about 20 strong.
Fortunately there was no rain during the trip up, and there
were signs of improving weather at the field. John Kytasty
busily set up the picnic stand and began grilling burgers
provided by RSR. It was apparent John was well rehearsed
in the drill, everything we needed and more, neatly
packed in storage bins. John admitted he was the chef
for corner workers at the Detroit Grand Prix – as it turns
out, good practice for our event! Most club members also
brought a delicious dish to pass, or snacks and dip. After
a delightful picnic lunch, the group made its way to the

gliders for pre-ride inspection. There were several willing
pilots taking time to explain the intricacies of such a light
aircraft, the towing procedure and much more.
Finally around 1:30 in the afternoon the weather
broke, as Dave Finch had predicted earlier in the day. The
tow-plane went up for a check around the perimeter and
came back down with thumbs up. Everything looked good
from above; we were ready to soar! The groups formed
a queue, strapped in with a pilot and were towed aloft
3000 feet for a 30 minute adventure. Often there were
two sailplanes aloft at the same time, crisscrossing the
sky. Thomas, one of the pilots, demonstrated an exciting
maneuver for his passengers called a wing over, where the
rider experiences 2.5 g’s. A wing over is an aerobatic maneuver in which a sailplane makes a steep climb, followed
by a vertical flat-turn (the plane turns to its side, without
rolling, similar to the way a car turns). The maneuver ends
with a short dive as the plane levels out, flying in the opposite direction from which the maneuver began.
Once safely on the ground, club members exited their
sailplanes with huge smiles. If they had never soared, it
was apparent they would not hesitate to go up again. As
put by David Finch, “I believe all who stayed and took rides
witnessed some pretty spectacular clouds and scenery on
the ground. A whole different world up there and looking
down”. The event was thoroughly enjoyed by all who
participated, and demonstrated yet another exciting and
interesting RSR activity that drew many first-time, and
experienced participants, for an exciting and unforgettable
day!

Steve Howorth, on left and Sally Free chat with
host, and pilot Dave Finch.
The tow up.

(More pictures on Page 31)
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GingerMan Drivers’ Education Event
Story by Mike O’Rear, photos by Dan Cerrone and Rick Mammel

Rally Sport Region’s Track Committee decided to try a
second weekend event for the 2013 season, and to add
a new track, GingerMan Raceway, to the club’s Drivers’
Educatiion experience. The event was a hit as the weather
was perfect for a track weekend with cool temps and dry
pavement.

Thirty-six students and twelve instructors got all of the
drive time they could handle over the three day event.
South Haven, Michigan is a welcoming resort community
and some took advantage of the shopping and dining
experiences it provides. A Saturday night dinner, at the
track, gave everyone a chance to share track tips and
experiences. Check out President Rick’s “Traction Control”
column for more details on how RSR pulled off this very
successful event.

Member Dan Cerrone’s sparkling 2005 Carrera S is further
proof that a Porsche can be driven in DEs and still look beautiful.
“Track Bragging Central” was under RSR President Rick
Mammel’s tent.

Member Howard Albin brought his 2006 Carrera S.

Member, and regular contributor Jeremy Goddard
has swapped his Miata for this stunning Boxster S.
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A father-son combo participated in the GingerMan DE
with father, Raymond Plummer, in his black Boxster S,
chasing his son John in a Blue VW Golf.

Instructor, Wendy Page-Echols provides post session
feedback to an enthusiastic new DEer, Yash Solanki.
Yash was one of the very last to “pack it in” on Sunday
afternoon.

<-- Yash Solanki has not yet fallen prey to the Porsche,
but give him time.

Jeremy Goddard (on left) chats with Mike O’Rear and
Frank Burger about their well matched 1988 Carreras.
Notice how well ‘88 Carrera owners dress for the track.
In his quest for maximum performance, Michael Kimber lightens his car by removing the brake dust from
his wheels.
11

Porsche	
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Import	
  

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.
We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor

Come visit our brand new Porsche building
2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street. go North 1/2 mile...
Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.
Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Watkins Glen - Then and Now
By Regular Contributor and Member Jeremy Goddard

Several months ago, I wrote an article about all the
enjoyment to be had with a detour to the Nuerburgring,
the one-way toll road built in 1934 a) to provide government-sponsored work for the unemployed in the Eifel
Mountains and b) to offer arguably the most challenging
racecourse to showcase Germany’s titanic grand prix effort. Then I started thinking about the other racecourses
around the world which have used public roads and are
therefore readily available to us holiday makers – without
our families even realizing it until tires start to squeal
more than usual…: the Mille Miglia, Spa, Mugello, the
Targa Florio, Rheims, Le Mans, all the European Hill Climb
Championship venues. The Nuerburgring’s shorter Sudschleife is still there for discovery, too: today part public
road, part track across a working field, through an orchard.
The modern Grand Prix track uses the original pit straight
complex which linked the north and south loops.
Last week, I was in Spain on business, and within the
distance from my hotel of a better baseball throw than
mine, was Terramar, a banked oval track built in 1924
at the same time as Monza and Brooklands, but disappointingly unused since the 50’s. I hopped the fence and
walked around the deserted site to feel its ghosts. Look
on YouTube for “Carlos Sainz, Terramar, R8,” or Google
Maps “Terramar track, Sitges,” to get a look at its kidney
shape today.
Closer to home, many of the older oval tracks are still
in use, but the early road courses are still out there to be
discovered - Watkins Glen, Elkhart Lake and others – before an enthusiastic local took the reins and set up nearby
a more permanent and safer facility. As the first topic
in a series I hope you will enjoy, I shall address Watkins
Glen. The modern track is fast and fun, especially when it
includes The Boot – the additional loop avoided by Nascar
(perhaps the additional time it takes goes beyond the
one minute attention/retention span for the TV viewer?)
but which was added in 1971 to lengthen the track and
add interest and challenge. The US Grand Prix was held at
the Watkins Glen GP track from its inauguration in 1961
(Innes Ireland won, Gurney second in a Porsche 718) until
1980; the USGP went elsewhere when Watkins Glen was
deemed unsafe for ground-effects GP cars. But the original course on public roads is very interesting, especially
when imagined through the windscreen of a contemporary XK120 or Allard J2.
The first races in Watkins Glen were initiated by Cam-

eron Argetsinger, a powerhouse in the nascent SCCA and
whose family had a summer home in the area. With the
approval of the Chamber of Commerce and SCCA support,
Argetsinger organised the first Watkins Glen “Grand Prix”
in 1948 on a 6.6-mile (10.6 km) course over local public
roads; it was enthusiastically supported. After a car left
the road in the 1952 race, however, killing one spectator and injuring several others, the race was moved to its
current location at the purpose-built track on a wooded
hilltop southwest of town. The accompanying map (on
page 15) has West at the top, and shows the public-roads
route used from 1948 – 1952.
The start finish is on Franklin Street in the middle of
the town, with turn one a street right-hander before the
road (route 329) then winds climbing out of the town
past the Seneca Inn (where all the drivers came - and still
come - to stay). At the top of the hill, the road runs west,
fast and straight with a dip under the railway bridge half
way along; at 120 plus in your Allard, the dip will likely get
your attention. Then a long sweeper sets you up at the
School House for an awkward right and the dive down the
narrow Whites Hollow Road to the bumpy stone bridge
at the bottom. Right across the bridge and then bearing
right again, Whites Hollow Road follows the river valley for
a ¾ mile before carving up left to join Station Road with a
right turn. There’s a stop sign there today, which will mess
with your imaginings and bring you off the cam, but then
you will quickly pick up speed on Station Road for the run
back towards town. The railroad track halfway along (it’s
the same line you went under before, through the dip) is
pretty rough, so get an angle, but is followed by the gloriously fast long downhill curve to the right with all of Lake
Seneca stretching out to the left and distracting you with
its shimmerings.
Coming down into Watkins Glen calls for hard braking
at the bottom of the hill and allows you to make the street
left (Milliken’s Corner, named when he didn’t make it and
crashed in the first race) for one block and then street
right onto the Franklin Street start/finish straight for the
completion of a lap. Have a look at YouTube for some
agonizingly slow, pedantic, sheep-following footage of this
wonderful road course.
The Finger Lakes region of New York State is always
worth a visit, especially with Fall colors, and the old track
is a very appealing feature of the area.
(Map on Page 15)
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(Watkins Glen from Page 13)

Watkins Glen
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Iconic 911
The Porsche 911 model is now in its seventh generation
and 50th year since its introduction. Through each successive generation Porsche engineers and designers have
worked diligently to preserve the heritage and character
of this iconic sports car. No other currently manufactured
car can claim instant recognition based on shape and
engineering with its now unique rear engine configuration.
From the very beginning the 911 was controversial and
remains so to this day. But in those 50 years of 911 production there were many high and low points of design,
usually as a result of having to meet safety or emission
regulations. The newest generation of 911 continues the
cultural shift of the 911 now to meet new competition
in the market place and to make an old concept still look
fresh and desirable.
In the celebration of the 50 years of the 911 many
automotive shows have had tributes to the 911 model,
including the Porsche factory. If we were curious as to
which 911 model Porsche considered to be an icon you
might be surprised to see the attention paid to the 1973
Carrera RS. Porsche never exported the Carrera RS as it
originally was conceived as just a homologation derivative to quality for FIA Group 4 of Grand Touring class
racing. They only needed to build 500 examples but due
to strong European demand went on to produce 1,580
cars of which 1,300 were the Touring model with a more
street performance perspective. The original Carrera RS
sold for $25,000, and my 1972 911E set me back about
$8,000 in 1972. But the Carrera RS now trades hands at
ten times that amount. Many Carrera RSs were privately
imported by individuals and many more early 911 models
were cloned to be replicas of the Carrera RS. Two of the
distinctive features of the Carrera RS were the so called
“duck tail” spoiler and rear fender flares to cover wide rear
wheels. These features appeared in the Carrera models
for 1974 through 1976. Some thirty years ago I modified
my 911E to be a Carrera RS clone.
In terms of design, the original 1963 911 had a purity of
line and proportion, measures of artistic sculpture. The
spoiler was added in 1973 to spoil the wind flow over the
winged shape of the roof and negate aero lift. Porsche to
this day incorporates a spoiler for that same purpose but
takes great design effort to hide this design element from
the view of the car at rest. The whole of the 911 shape
and engineering elements have slowly evolved. The

suspension design remained the same from 1963 until the
993 model in 1994. The rather upright angle of the front
windshield and the headlights plus the rather un-aerodynamic roof rain gutters remained until the introduction of
the 996 in 1998. This also saw the major shift in engine
to water cooling and a major redesign of the suspension
which brought it up to date with its competition. The 997
was yet another major revision to body and running gear
in 2005. And although the latest 2012 991 bears the same
iconic 911 profile it is a total redesign and only the third
major platform shift since the introduction in 1963.
Is there any agreement on which 911 is the best design
in 50 years of the 911? Some yearn for the simplicity of
the original 911 platform. Others will claim that in terms
of performance and engineering the newest 991 is the
ultimate statement in development and thus the superior
911. When Ferry Porsche would be asked to name his
favorite 911 he always responded “the next one”, spoken
like a true engineer. I can say that I appreciate my very
early 911 for the way that the car and I interact when I
drive it. That responsiveness to the driver has always
been the hallmark that set the Porsche apart from the
competition. As outdated as it might have been over five
decades, it has never failed to attract a loyal following. To
judge the 911 on sales success the 997, and surely now
the 991, will be far more popular than any of the previous
generations. It was initially designed for the enthusiast
driver and Porsche has not lost sight of that objective for
50 years and could produce 911 variants for the next 50
years.
Tom Fielitz
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www.edwardjones.com

Keep a level head in
an up-and-down
market.
Amid recent market volatility, we’ve seen substantial
upswings and downturns. But when the market
reacts one way, it doesn’t mean you should, too. The
actions you take today can signiﬁcantly impact your
ﬁnancial future. So before you alter your investment
strategy, schedule a ﬁnancial review. We can help
you stay focused despite the market’s recent disappointments and ﬁnd opportunities for the long term.

Call today to schedule your ﬁnancial review.
David C Yu

Financial Advisor
.
123 N Ashley St Suite 110
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
734-769-0127

ETY-4822-A

TODD J. MIERZWIAK
PRESIDENT

WESTGATE

INSURANCE AGENCY

3450 W. CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE 344
TOLEDO, OH 43606
(419) 536-2213 FAX (419) 536-0221
CELLULAR (419) 283-5593
www.westgateagency.com
todd@westgateagency.com
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Member SIPC

In the Zone
By Ron Carr
PCA Zone 4 Representative

The cool and dry weather, the beautiful fall colors, and the
rich pastoral scenery throughout Michigan, Indiana, Ohio
and Pennsylvania draw us to our cars and the open road.
Take the opportunity to experience the wonders of nature
and the excellence of engineering in our cars this season.
Check out the following events, and check your local region’s website and newsletter for the latest details on the
many events close to you that are being planned for your
enjoyment, such as:
• Participate in a local Cars & Coffee event!!! They occur
on a regular basis throughout the country on weekend
mornings. No reservations or commitment requiredjust clean up the car and drive it over. The following
regions are planning to participate:
- Maumee Valley Region- Oct. 13th at 9:30 AM, Tim
Horton’s on Central Avenue, Sylvania, OH.
- Rally Sport Region-Saturday, Oct. 19th, 7:30 – 9:30
am, Zingerman’s Roadhouse, Ann Arbor, MI.
• Join the Central Indiana Region on October 5th at 9:00
AM for their 1st Saturday Breakfast, this month in Lafayette, IN at the Serendipity Eatery. After breakfast, we
will drive over to the SAMARA house, an original Frank
Lloyd Wright designed home, for a 1-1/2 hr. tour of this
beautiful house and grounds. To register, visit the CIR
Website at www.cirpca.org.
• On October 6th, the Ohio Valley Region will host the
2nd Annual Rallye Porsche Mariemont (RPM) Car Show
and Oktoberfest in Mariemont, OH (Cincinnati area).
Registration is open and can be accessed at http://
www.ovrrpm.com.
• The Ohio Valley Region will hold their fall “Autumn
Thunder” Driver’s Education Event at the Mid-Ohio
Sports Car Course in Lexington, OH on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, Oct. 11th-13thth. Registration is through
www.clubregistration.net.
• The Mid-Ohio and Central Indiana Regions will co-host
a Driver’s Education Event at the Putnam Park Road
Course in Mt. Meridian, IN on Saturday and Sunday,
Oct. 19th & 20th. Additional touring lapping time will
be available during the lunch breaks each day. More
information is available on the MORPCA.org website.
Registration is at ClubRegistration.net.
• Join the Allegheny Region for the final IRAC VII Auto-

cross of the year at Consol Energy Park in Washington,
PA on October 19th, from 8:30 am until 5:00 pm. For
more information visit the ARPCA website, and to register go to the MotorsportReg.com website at http://
msreg.us/ARPCA-AX3-2013.
• Fall Color Tours abound in October in and around Zone
4. Check your local club listings for specific dates and
locations, including the following:
- Mid-Ohio Region- Oct. 12th at noon. Location TBD.
- Motor-Stadt Region- October. Date and Location
TBD.
- Rally Sport Region- Oct. 12th. Location TBD.
- Southeast Michigan Region- Oct. 20th, 12-8 pm.
Location TBD.
- Western Michigan Region- Oct. 5th, all day. Traverse
City, MI.
• And, don’t forget the Do It Yourself Fall Driving Tour!!
Start by selecting your favorite driving car (Porsche),
special companion (spouse, friend, child, parent,
sibling, dog, other), favorite country road (I know you
have one….), a full tank of gas, and some favorite tunes.
Make a day of it. Have fun. Don’t worry- be happy!!!
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.

W. 11 Mile Rd

d Riv

Halsted Rd.

Gran

er Av

e.
Grand River Ave.

W. 10 Mile Rd.

Haggerty Rd.
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275

5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

Looking to wear something with the Rally Sport Region logo -a shirt, blouse, jacket or hat? Try the Northville Stitching Post.
While they have a variety of items available in the store, they will
embroider the club logo on items you bring to them. Their prices
are reasonable and the service excellent.
Located at 200 South Main, Suite A, Northville, MI
Phone: 248-347-7622

Store Hours:
Mon-Fri: 10Am-6PM
Thurs: 10AM-8PM
Sat: 10AM-2PM

Seasonal and Year Round Indoor Storage for Your Porsche or similarly sized car.
Located 15 minutes outside of Ann Arbor, it is Secure, Clean & Dry and
is the best storage value in SE Michigan. Winter season for $450; year round for $600.

Owned by longtime PCA and 356 Registry member,
please contact Sebastian Gaeta @ 734-645-9381 or spg356@sbcglobal.net
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President Rick Mammel and
the Rally Sport Region Board of Directors
Want you to SAVE THE DATE for the

RSR Holiday Party
Saturday,	
  December	
  7
6:00	
  PM	
  to	
  11:00	
  PM

Inn	
  at	
  St.	
  Johns
44045	
  Five	
  Mile	
  Road
Plymouth,	
  Michigan

Hors d'oeuvres - Buffet Dinner
Open Bar (6:00-9:00)- Cash Bar (after 9:00)Entertainment - Prizes - Fun!
$50 per person
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Car People
By Regular Contributor and RSR Cranky Webmeister Emmanual Garcia

There are dog people and cat people and bird people and
somewhere I’m sure, lemur people. I am from the clan of
inanimate objects, car people.
When I am introduced to people I’ve seen at work or at
social gatherings, the light of recognition I usually get goes
along the lines of, “you’re the guy with the black Subaru
STI,” or some similar sort of greeting.
And I respond in kind—“and you’re the red Mazdaspeed
3, right?”
That’s followed by a short but significant judgement cycle.
Is his car better or worse than mine? Are we equivalent?
This establishes the proper socio-vehicular hierarchy.
I’m a little smug because according to my internal database of “Cars I Care About” from the last decade or so, my
car presumably has a higher horsepower rating (305 hp vs.
263 hp) than his. So I won’t have to remember 0-60 mph
times for the moment.
More careful owners may dig a little deeper to better
evaluate the situation, though. I make the following
observation.
“You’re car looks low. Did you do something with the
suspension?”
“Yeah, it’s got different springs and sway bars.”
Depending on your prejudices, this could be quite
relevant. I’ve already given up something about myself,
because I asked about suspension work and not about
the engine. In my book, this indicates a certain level of
sophistication, showing that handling is more important
over raw numbers like horsepower ratings, especially since
I know I already have more.
“And I upgraded the brakes, too,” he adds.
Damn. He just escalated. Now I’m a little wary. Either he
really likes handling, or he’s done more to the car than I
expected. I have to proceed more cautiously now.
“What did you get?”
“Brembos.”

One of my company’s competitors. Sooooo shiny.

Crap! It’s on, then!
“Great brakes! Those come standard on my car. I love
them,” I say.
This guy was getting obnoxious. I had to remind him of the
proper pecking order here.
“Yeah, my last set of brakes were useless on the track. I
decided to upgrade.”
Ah, a track guy. Brakes and suspension work are entirely
justified. He’s okay, then. If I can remember his name
which he just told me two minutes ago, I may add him to
my contact list.
I’m pretty sure this is equivalent to dog people sniffing
each other’s butts.
(Editor’s Note: It’s worth repeating, if you want more fun
reading, check out Eman’s blog, “The Cranky Driver” at
www.crankydriver.com)
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3rd Saturday of Every Month
(April – Oct)
Join us at Zingerman’s Roadhouse for the
2013 season of “Cars and Coffee” from
7:30am – 9:00am
All Cars & Enthusiasts Welcome!
Dates: April 20; May 18; June 15; July 20; Aug 17; Sept 21; Oct 19
Zingerman’s Roadhouse: 2501 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
For more information on Cars and Coffee – jonheidorn@comcast.net
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Start Them Young
Story by Mike O’Rear and photos by RSR Treasurer Burghard Linn

Burghard and Kathy Linn sent in these pictures of their
grandson, Harper, engrossed in a recent edition of Porsche
Club of America’s Panorama Magazine. As you can see,
Harper is fast becoming an astute fan of the Porsche

marque. Don’t miss the driving shoes. Burghard beware;
in the seeming blink of an eye Harper will be asking to
drive Grandpa’s car.
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Soft Top Convertibles
Story and photos by Pedro P. Bonilla (Gold Coast Region PCA)

Being able to drop the top and drive “al fresco” is one of
the greatest feelings in owning a Porsche cabriolet. The
experience of sun and wind in your face, together with the
enhanced sounds from your engine and the aromas of the
countryside or of the exhaust and tire smoke of the car in
front of you at the track, make owning and driving these
open top cars very special.

The other side of the coin is that these cars also offer
most of the coupe’s benefits when the weather or other
conditions dictate the need for top up. So cab owners
have the best of both worlds.
As you know, the material used on the Porsche cabriolets is a type of canvas, but not all canvas is the same. The
Haartz Corporation supplies the majority of all of the auto
manufacturers with close to 30 different canvas and vinyl
materials, each with different specs. The Porsche Boxster
and Carrera Cabriolets use, as an OEM material, the special Sonnenland A5.0 fabric from Haartz.

<-- Exterior Twill Layer

This is an acoustically-enhanced, three-ply composite
made of a surface singed acrylic twill weave outer fabric,
a rubber or elastomer inner layer and a polyester (cloth)
lining fabric. This unique construction of the material
dramatically enhances in-cabin comfort when the top is
up by reducing noise levels and providing sound attenuation over standard canvas material aside from the obvious
which is protection from the elements and allowing the
HVAC system to operate normally.
Porsche engineers have worked to fine tune the
acoustic properties of the cabriolets to provide maximum
comfort inside the cabin with the soft top in the up position. In conjunction with the Haartz topping material a
noise deadening acoustical padding is crafted to compliment the properties of the top’s material. This combination of materials provides passengers with state-of the-art
comfort.

But, in order to enjoy for many years the added perks
of the convertibles, there are a few things that you, as an
owner, need do that coupe owners don’t.
A unique set of challenges comes with your special
drop- top. The material from which the top is made as
well as the clear plastic window are far more delicate and
vulnerable to the elements and in particular, to UV radiation than the rest of the painted surfaces of the car.
The best thing you can do for a brand new soft top is to
protect it on day one, when it’s still clean and free of contaminants. The day you bring it home you should treat it
with a good UV inhibiting product, paying special attention
to its weakest part, the stitching. The next best thing is to
do it now.
Convertible tops should never be stored down when
the material is wet. The fabric does not promote mildew
(Continued on Facing Page)
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growth on it’s own, but mildew can develop on dirt and
grime when not removed. This is more important for
warm, humid and dark environments. When dust and dirt
settle into the material’s weave, if left, over time will start
to break down the fabric acting as sandpaper and cutting
into the weave itself.
When cleaning your soft top, do NOT use detergent or
other harsh chemicals. There are several products made
specifically for cleaning soft tops, and one in particular,
Ragg Topp is endorsed by Haartz and most convertible
owners. Ragg Topp offers two basic products: a cleaner
and a protectant.

was sewn into the canvas allowing it to fold on itself. This
clear material tends to fog and scratch and becomes the
biggest complaint from cab owners. The fogging seen on
polyvinyl windows happens when the plasticizers in the
material evaporate due to exposure to UV light and heat
from the sun. These plasticizers are what keep the plastic
windows flexible and soft. So, the best way to prolong the
clarity and flexibility of the clear plastic window is to keep
the sun off the material as much as possible.
Whenever the car is stored outside, at least the clear
plastic window if not the complete top or car should be
protected with a cover. Keeping the clear plastic window
clean and using a protectant called Plexus which also has
UV inhibitors and special additives will extend the use and
life of the window.
This product was developed for the acrylic
canopies of fighter jets and does a great
job of protecting the clear plastic window
as well as the clear wind stop in our cars.

To clean the top, do so in the shade or partial shade.
If there are bird or tree droppings on the canvas, first
vacuum with a soft brush attachment and then pre-soak
the affected area with water. This will soften the deposits.
Many times a strong water stream is all that’s needed in
order to get most of the dirt and grime off the top. When
the deposits are tougher, you can spray the cleaner evenly
over the complete soft top, letting it soak in from 2 to 20
minutes depending on how soiled it is, and then scrubbing lightly with a soft-bristle brush and finally rinsing with
running water until the runoff is clear and no more cleaner
remains on the material.
Washing with a mild soap, such as Ivory or Lux is also a
safe alternative to the Ragg Topp cleaner, but not as effective.
Once the top is completely dry, it should be followed
up with several coats of Ragg Topp Protectant which will
waterproof the fabric and filter out most of the damaging
UV rays from the sun. This protectant will make water
bead on the canvas and will help maintain the top’s color
over the years with minimum fading.
As of 2003 all of Porsche’s cabs now come with a glass
window that requires no more maintenance than any
other glass window, but prior to that year the top’s rear
window was made of a flexible polyvinyl material which

If your clear plastic
window has minor
scratches and yellowing it can be restored
by using a high-quality plastic polishing
compound such as
“Plastix” by Meguiar’s.
When retracting a soft top with a
plastic rear window, it is recommendable to stop the action mid way. Get
out of the car and manually adjust
the fabric and plastic so that no kinks
or sharp angles are created when you
continue the folding operation. Even placing a soft towel
or similar between the folds of the plastic window will
help maintain it’s clarity, avoid scratches and prolong
overall life.
If the air temperature is under 55 ºF do NOT try to
lower or raise the top with a clear plastic window unless
you first warm it up so that it becomes pliable. A hair
dryer or placing a piece of black plastic over the window
and leaving it under the bright sun for a few minutes will
warm it up enough so that you can fold or unfold it. Not
following these precautions may cause the window to
crack and split open since the cold makes the plastic much
more brittle.
(Continued on Page 35)
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Beckey Forsyth and pilot Dave Finch prepare for
departure.

Picnic host David Cooper prepares for flight.

RSR Insurance Chairman Jim Dowty took a spin in the
clouds.

John Kytasty mans the grill while others get ready for a
picnic.
Elliot & Becky Forsyth brought their 2008 Boxster.
And then there were the views -->

Linsen Li and wife Lenny Urena Valerio brought their
2009 Cayenne to their first event
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Porsche Club of America

Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, September 11

Rick Mammel: President........................................Present
Tim Pott: Vice President.........................................Present
Tom Bloom...............................................................Absent
Jim Christopher, Past President & Advertising.........Absent
Dave Cooper (Events Chair)......................................Absent

Jim Dowty (Insurance Chair).....................................Absent
John Kytasty..............................................................Absent
Christian Maloof (Track Chair)..................................Absent
Ron Pruette.............................................................Present
Al Wright.................................................................Present

Members & Visitor Present: David Finch, George Gillian,
Mary Ann and Dan Kantrow, Glenn Trapp (Membership &
Historian)

Events Committee: Rick has a list from Dave.
• Sept. 17: Panamera Launch. – all members are invited
• October 12: Color Tour & Safari– Stewart & Sally Free
• October TBD: Time with Tim –with Sebastian and it will
cover 356s (need to confirm date with Sebastian)
• November 10: Polar Bear Run – Sebastian Gaeta
• December 7: Holiday Party at St. John.

Call to Order: Rick Mammel called the meeting to order at
7:17PM at Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth, MI.
President’s Report: No report.
Board member quorum was not achieved and therefore no
motions or business could be carried out.
Meeting Minutes: The August meeting minutes were
reviewed.
Treasurer’s Report: Burghard Linn reviewed the August
Financial Report and the track event financials.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).
Insurance Report: No Report.
Goodie Store: Stitching Post can work on our personalized
RSR items.
Advertising Report: No Report
Membership: Glenn Trapp reported that we have 265
members.
Track Report: Gingerman event is filling up. The deadline
to register is this Friday (9/19).

Old Business:
• Election News – George Gilligan and Mike O’Rear have
volunteered to run. Ballot will be included in the next
newsletter.
• Glenn discussed on-line backup system that was $5.00/
mth for the service. The discussion migrated to just
backing up our data on a hard drive.
• Tim Pott was contacted by Germain of Ann Arbor about
a possible club event.
Meeting adjourned: 8:13p.m. Minutes taken by: Mary Ann
Kantrow

Board Elections

We have Rally Sport Region elections coming
up next month. Please consider running for a
board position. Fresh ideas will keep our club
healthy and fun. Time commitments are limited to one meeting per month. This is hardly a
burden and if you enjoy cars, you will enjoy the
banter that accompanies the monthly gatherings. Help us continue to be the friendly club.

Newsletter: Newsletter deadline is September 24.
Website: No report.
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CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE

pher@comcast.net. (4/13)

2003 Carrera Cabriolet: Excellent Condition, Midnight Blue
Metallic with Natural Brown Leather
Interior. White dial
gauges, 33,000
miles, 6-speed. VF
Engineering Supercharger installed
by David Laing at
RUF USA, this past
March, 480 hp. Runs great. Many extra’s including cover,
leather, wood package, 6-CD changer, power seats, 18 inch
alloys, and more. Driven sunny days in the summer only,
stored winters in my heated garage. All service records.
Asking: $45,900. Contact Dave Kelter at 248-890-1017.
(09/13)

1997 Porsche Boxster: red blk leather interior, 2.5L
5- speed manual trans, 103,000 miles, 2 sets of turbo
wheels, 3 sets of tires, 3 owner car, all maintenance records. ROW springs that lower car 1 inch. Brey Krause roll
bar extension with 6 point seat belts. Great road and DE
car. $9,500. Contact Gary Egbert at 734-765-0408 (11/12)

2010 Cayman: Carrara white with black standard leather,
black 18” Cayman S II wheels, power seat pkg, sport program button, BiXenon headlights with dynamic cornering,
7 Speed PDK, heated seats, auto climate control, Bose high
end sound pkg, floor mats and universal audio interface.
Owner installed options include R type front splitter, black
“Porsche” graphic on side, red safety belts, Fabspeed Maxflo cat-back exhaust (OEM exhaust will be included). 12K
miles. $42,000. Call Horst Reinhardt at 586-991-2455 or
email horst@vrperformance.com (4/13)
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2003 Porsche 911, AWD Turbo Coupe: Forest Green Metallic with natural leather; 52K miles. Other options: natural
brown floor mats; 3-spoke, leather steering wheel, PCCB;
PSM; leather interior package; rear and center console
painted exterior color; 18” sport techno wheels w/colored
center caps; supple leather interior package, front and rear;
Alpine AM/FM/CD/MP3. MSRP: $136,950.00. This is a
one-off car; FGM paint was a custom color in 2003 with
only one other 911 painted this same color and was not
optioned as a turbo nor a natural, supple leather interior.
The car is in pristine condition and striking with its atypical
color and interior combination. This is simply an incredible
car, a very strong performer yet dampened and civilized so
as to be easily enjoyed on all manner of road conditions -- I
often refer to the car as an executive express. Original radio and battery maintenance will be included. $58,000.00.
Please contact Jim Christopher: 810 217 1280 or jtchristo-

OTHER ITEMS
Sparco “Circuit” seat: In good condition. Fiberglass shell,
Hans device compatible, Fire retardant fabric, FIA approved. $450 Tom Krueger 313-570-2223 (10/13)
MYLAPS Transponder: Direct wire (no batteries) $300 Tom
Krueger 313-570-2223 (10/13)
Porsche 993 “Cup” replica alloy wheels: -set of 4. (5
Lug with center caps). Front: 7 1/2 J x 17 H2 (model #
60374) Rear: 9 J x 17 H2 (model # 60474). Very good condition. Only a few areas with minor scratches. Asking $775
for the set. Please contact Kyle with any questions: (734)
330-1365 kpullen@umich.edu (10/13)
Bell Helmet: Racing Series M.4, medium, w/face shield.
Certified Snell 2005. Perfect condition. New $400+. Asking $250 OBO. Asa Javier BaRa 734-497-4867. (09/13)
Three Books and One DVD: Going Faster, Mastering the
Art of Race Driving, by The Skip Barber Racing School, new
$17.12. Speed Secrets, Winning AutoCross Techniques, by
Ross Bentley, new $23.99. Inner Speed Secrets, by Ross
Bentley, new $12.44. DVD: Going Faster! the Official Visual
Guide of the Skip Barber Racing School, new $20.26.
Package of all four items in like new condition $37 (paid
$73.81). Asa Javier BaRa 734-497-4867 (09/13)
New Pirelli Race Slick Tires: 235/19 front and 295/19 rear.
List price is $2,200 per set of 4 tires. 1 set is $1,500. 2 sets
are $2,700. 3 sets are $3,900. Shipping is additional. Tom
Green, Saline, MI 48176. Work 734-429-5958. Cell 734-4170030. (07/13)
944 turbo track tires and rims. OZ Racing Fittipaldi rims
with Toyo RA1 proxies tires. $400. Two 16-8.5 with 225-

50ZR16 and two 16-9.5 with 255-50ZR16 Still not down to
wear bars yet. Contact Stephen Howorth at sjhoworth@
bell.net 519-996-8708 (04/13)
CCW - C10 18” forged wheels: Purchased last year and
used for 2 seasons are a set of Complete Custom Wheels
(CCW) style C10 with black anodized finish. Very light
weight and all in good condition, run straight and true.
9x18-50 and 12x18-50 used on a 2007 GT3RS. Will fit
997 wide body and 996 wide body with 1/4” spacer on
rear. $2,000 Call Tom Krueger at 313-570-2223 or thomasjkrueger@gmail.com (12/12)
Items for sale: 944 turbo exhaust system (Borla) used
less than 100 miles, T304 stainless steel, A1 condition,
$800 new, $500 or best offer. Bray Kraus strut brace, $250
new, $175 or best offer. Call between 8:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. daily at 248-967-0173. If no answer feel free to call
my cell at 248-219-9945 or e-mail: cjones1030@aol.com
(09/12)
STORAGE FOR RENT: Heated, secured museum-like
garage. $100.00/month Call Clem at (810) 636-2840.
(09/13)

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer,
please contact Mike O’Rear at morear734@
gmail.com (Put “Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line). Non-members will be charged $5.00/
quarter. Ads more than six months old may be
removed unless resubmitted.

(Soft Top... continued from page 29)
If this happens the only solution is to replace, but since
the window is sewn in most of the time the complete
top’s cover needs to be replaced. There is an alternative which some people have used which is removing the
material from the top’s frame and taking it to a yachting
center that repairs marine canvas and having them cut out
the old and sew in a new piece in its place.
There are also new alternatives for the older cabs with
the flexible plastic windows. Several aftermarket manufacturers offer tops with a bonded glass window that can
be installed onto the older top’s frames. These windows
are a bit smaller than the original plastic window, and they
are somewhat more cumbersome for engine access in the
case of the Boxsters, but they offer defrosting elements
within the glass to quickly clear fog and melt ice and snow.
Some of these aftermarket suppliers also offer the same
OEM fabrics from Haartz on their products so you can
have the same OEM quality even on a replacement top.
The top in my 1998 car is still original. I treat it with
Ragg Topp protectant twice per year and it has not faded
at all, even though it is a South Florida car. Last year the
stitching on the somewhat scratched plastic window failed
and I decided to keep the top and sew in a new window
myself, by hand, stitch-by-stitch. I did it, it came out very
nice, but it just took too long. At least I don’t have to sew
in a new window for another 13 years!
To obtain additional information
about convertible tops and more,
please visit my website at: www.
PedrosGarage.com.
Happy Porsche-ing,
Pedro
Haartz images used with permission from The Haartz Corporation.

WANTED?? Looking for anything
Porsche-ish.
Submit a “wanted ad” for the next
issue.
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There's a reason it's called a new beginning.
Ultra-low-mileage lease options now available.*

Porsche of Farmington Hills
37911 Grand River Avenue
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
(248) 471-0800
www.farmington-hills.
porschedealer.com
Porsche recommends

The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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