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Traction Control
By Rick Mammel, RSR President
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I was contacted the other day by
a sales rep pitching yet another
miracle oil additive promising
everything from doubled engine life
to an ultimate increase of 20 mpg.
Basically 30 years of bad engineering
erased within one bottle application
of the magic concoction. After my
“thanks but no thanks” email, a
reply came with a barrage of reasons
why the automotive engineering community is part of the
same conspiracy as Big Oil. “They don’t want vehicles to
get good mileage or long engine life.” Big Oil sells more
gas and if engines last longer the Big Car Companies won’t
sell as many new cars. This is just not up there with the
JFK, Hoffa or Marilyn and nowhere near Area 51 as far as
conspiracies go. Let’s look at Big Oil first. Their sales are
not affected by additives, sorry, supplements as they are
now called. The material is added to the oil so their sale
was already made. Yet the oil companies produce page
after page of anti-additive press debunking their use. Since
we have little more than a page here the Cliff Notes version
is….. there are already plenty of additives carefully blended
into the basestock of the oil. It took millions of dollars
of research and equipment to formulate it to a specific
requirement. They don’t want someone messing with that
balance and adding something that may disable some of
the additives they worked hard to develop.
Hard to dispute which aftermarket additive drove to the
top on a wave of promotional excellence. If you grew up
around anything associated with American Cars, STP was
a mainstay additive for your V8. Whether it was the free
decals or the STP Pajamas that the Granatelli Crew wore
at Indy, STP promotion was everywhere. If you wanted
your engine to last you reached for that pop top tin of
petroleum honey. In reality it just thickened your oil, but its
best application was to give that old oil burner a chance to
change hands to a new owner with a smokeless transition.
It was and is still used as an engine assembly lube as it
tenaciously stays put on the new bearings until the engine
is started. It appears promotion over performance is the
legacy of this lubricative aftermarket segment. I am not
saying lube additives do not have their place. Regulations
have forced the changes in oil formulations that in my
opinion are detrimental to engine component life. The
big one was removing ZDDP when it was found that its
deposits contaminated the catalytic convertors.

Zinc dialkyldithiophosphates (Wikipedia cut and paste)
or the easier to say ZDDP requires multiple pages worth
of detailed explanation, but for this article there is one
main point that applies to our Porsches. The key purpose
of ZDDP is that it leaves a film that protects surfaces
from dry cold startup galling. One of the key features of
synthetic oil is its ability to flow easily, which is also one
of its detriments on vehicles that sit for a bit. Gravity gets
every drop of synthetic back to the sump and if it were not
for additives like ZDDP there is a strong possibility there is
going to be some scuffing when you crank up the motor.
The areas most affected are the flat tappets/camshafts in
the water-cooled engines. To compound the lack of this
precious additive, newer cars are factory specified to use
much thinner viscosities. It still freaks me out when I see
zero as a viscosity number. If we look at most places where
the word zero is used, it is usually associated with having
nothing there. Thinner oils offer several advantages in
modern motors. They require less energy to pump through
the motor, thus more energy is available to the wheels
and thus better fuel economy. Thin is better at accepting
and transferring heat and most of all thin oil moves
quicker through control systems. This is important for the
hydraulically controlled valve-train systems prevalent in
today’s engines. The speed at which these systems need
to activate/deactivate is crucial to engine function. When
it comes to water-cooled Porsche engines with Variocam
and Variocam Plus you have two separate circuits that both
require instantaneous activation. Not a good time to think,
“What does the factory know? I am running 20W-50 in this
thing since I have a discount coupon.” While we should
stick to the factory recommended viscosities, I personally
would find an oil containing ZDDP and risk the slow decline
of catalytic converter life over the reduced engine wear. If
you can’t find your favorite brand in the correct “brew,”
you can use a ZDDP additive.
Circle right back around to the anti-additive rhetoric
above and this last statement may seem hypocritical, but
it is the only additive I would find acceptable. If there is
any protection that your engine needs, it is when you
start it. Modern lubricants are all capable of providing the
required lubrication once they start flowing. Your concerns
only need to be during the initial few seconds after a cold
start up, especially after the car has sat for an extended
period. Some flat tappet “dry” start up issues have been
Continued on Page 6

Membership
Current Membership 454*
New Member
Tony Dong
Bloomfield Hills, MI
2011 Silver Carrera GTS

Member Anniversaries
Andy Sasyk............................... 28
Robert Smith........................... 17
Doug Ash................................. 15
James Reynolds....................... 13
Thomas Collet.......................... 12
Kelly Roberts............................ 12
Wayne Walter.......................... 11
Norm Betts.............................. 10

Martin Berthiaume ..................
Mike Stanton............................
Matthew Hansen......................
Ian Diaz.....................................
Steve Fox..................................
Ben Ludy...................................
Wes Nardoni.............................
Larry Dupuis.............................

7
6
5
4
2
2
2
1

Ann Kelly...................................
Gregory Lowe...........................
Theo Nittis................................
Michael Shore..........................
Andrew Thompson...................
John Tree..................................
Estella Woo...............................

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

* Includes 262 Primary Members

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. .
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-2277854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen
PO Box 6400
Columbia, MD 21046
and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama
and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with
PCA national.
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RSR Calendar of Events
August 14 (Wed.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

October 9 (Wed.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

August 16 (Fri.): Dream Cruise Party (see page 23)

October 12 (Sat.): RSR Color Tour & Safari -- Hosted by
Stewart and Sally Free (see page 26)

August 17 (Sat.): Cars & Coffee at Zingerman’s Roadhouse in Ann Arbor (see page 10)
August 20 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education - Waterford
Hills
September 1 (Sun.): Soaring With RSR at the Sandhill
Soaring Club in Gregory Michigan -- Hosted by Dave
Finch. (see page 18)
September 11 (Wed.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth
September 20 - 22 (Fri.-Sun.): RSR Drivers’ Education GingerMan Raceway, South Haven, MI (see page 7)
September 21 (Sat.): Cars & Coffee at Zingerman’s Roadhouse in Ann Arbor (see page 10)

October 19 (Sat.): Cars & Coffee at Zingerman’s Roadhouse in Ann Arbor (see page 10)
November 10 (Sun.): RSR Polar Bear Run -- Hosted by
Sebastian Gaeta
November 13 (Wed.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth
December 7 (Sat.): RSR Holiday Party -- details TBD
December 11 (Wed.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth

A Change!!

Regular monthly club meetings are now held
on the second Wednesday of every month.

For more information on surrounding area events, see “In the Zone” on page 19.
Traction from Page 4
offset by a special lubricating film the manufacturer now
applies to the contact area. To support the “careful what
you put in your motor” department, the manufacturer of
those coated tappets warns not to let any molybdenum
into the oil or it will trash the coating and exacerbate wear.
A popular molybdenum additive for years was Motormoly.
Their ad campaign also struck fear into those that did
not use their oil additive. It is amazing that engines have
lasted as long as they have without the saving touch of
aftermarket additives.
Read the label -- staring back at you are those
guaranteed fuel saving statements and promises of double
your engine life. Remember, the manufacturer of your
engine would have already specified the magic “goo”
if it offered one percent of those promises. The factory
engineers aren’t as stupid as the aftermarket might make
them out to be. They are lazy though. If someone had
a magic bullet they would be the first to apply it and
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save themselves the work. That does not happen much.
Following the factory info is just not that bad. The only
thing recommended in the owner’s manual I cannot
support is the oil change interval. I know the tradition is
3000 miles, which is an early interval for modern engines
using quality lubricants. I like to start thinking about getting
it out of there by 3500 / 4000 and would never let it get
near 5000. I know there are all sorts of reasons to go to the
recommended 10K, 12k, or 15,000 but not in anything you
care about. Those are lease car intervals!
Bottom-line, forget the snake oil additives and just
change your oil regularly, no more sludge, micro particles
flushed away, and fresh lubricant available to keep your
hydraulic controlled systems and chain tensioners clean
and unclogged.
Finally, check out this month’s Octane Magazine. It’s
the “50 years of the 911” issue. One of the world’s best
automotive magazines covers the entire Porsche 911
model range and pits them against their performance car
contemporaries from each decade. It’s very good reading.

END OF SUMMER

3-DAYS FOR ALL RUN GROUPS!

DETAILS: http://clubregistration.net & search for event 5158
QUESTIONS? Rick Mammel <metalworks@ameritech.net>
Rich Chang <rpcrsr@gmail.com>
http://rsp.pca.org
7
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Another example of the amazing talent of past member Karl Schulz (who relocated to Milwaukee two years ago). Karl’s wit and enthusiasm for Porsches is missed at RSR events. High quality prints of this image are available from Karl. A numbered print (15” x 20”)
using archival ink on fine art paper is $95 shipped. Contact Karl at kschulz2@gmail.com
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3rd Saturday of Every Month
(April – Oct)
Join us at Zingerman’s Roadhouse for the
2013 season of “Cars and Coffee” from
7:30am – 9:00am
All Cars & Enthusiasts Welcome!
Dates: April 20; May 18; June 15; July 20; Aug 17; Sept 21; Oct 19
Zingerman’s Roadhouse: 2501 Jackson Ave, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
For more information on Cars and Coffee – jonheidorn@comcast.net
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Lakes Tour
Story by Mike O’Rear, photos by Stewart & Sally Free

Forty PCA members from Rally Sport Region, with guests
from Maumee Valley Region and Motorstadt Region
(Lansing) showed up for a glorious summer drive through
the lake country of the Irish Hills.
Hosts Dave and Norah Cooper
had laid out a great route that
was short on highway time
and long on interesting, paved
country roads. The route ended
at the Beach Bar on Clark Lake
where our hosts had reserved a

separate room with a prearranged lunch. The combination of good weather and good company made for a great
event.
If you missed this event be sure to attend
the fall color tour where hosts Stewart and
Sally Free are planning a similarly interesting
and enjoyable run.

New members Cynny and Steve Spencer came out for their first RSR Event.
The Spencers pull out of the Meijer lot in
their 2007 911.

Events Chairpersons and event hosts
Dave & Norah Cooper put on a well
planned and fun drive.

Chuck Palfi prepares to rally in his 2013
Boxster.

New members Tony & Debbie
LaCivita joined us in their 2013
red Boxster (below).

(Above) Sally Free (left) applies her usual greeter
charms to members Bob & Karen Smith.
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Porsche	
  of	
  Ann	
  Arbor

Howard	
  
Cooper	
  	
  
Import	
  

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.
We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor

Come visit our brand new Porsche building
2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street. go North 1/2 mile...
Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.
Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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July Waterford Hills Drivers’ Education Event
Story and photos by Mike O’Rear

Attendance was down for our July DE at Waterford Hills with
25 students and 15 instructors. For those who came this
resulted in more driving time as the students were split into
only two rather than three run groups and each group got six
20 minute sessions on the track.
The weather gave students experience driving in the dry
and the wet with temps that were more comfortable than
usual for late July. Chief Instructor Christian Maloof, Registrar
Tom Krueger, Track-side registratars Pat Jeski and Burghard
Linn did their usual superb job of putting on the event. As
always, Tim Pott and Renstatt of ArborMotion were there to
offer assistance, cold beverages and snacks -- all very much
appreciated.

Len VanderJagt, a regular Classroom Instuctor, who informs and
amuses with equal skill, turned fast laps in his 1987 Porsche
Targa (a car which is for sale).

Frank Burger exercised his 1988 Carrera.

Member Rick Harrington came out in his 1982
Targa SC.
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Saving Memories
If you go to many driving events, races and driving schools
for example, you probably share a problem many of us
have, a huge collection of t-shirts. Two of my dresser
drawers and a corner of my closet are full of a wide variety
of car related t-shirts. Quite a few of these shirts came
from a very special race such as the US Grand Prix or the
Indy 500. Other shirts come from favorite tracks such as
Putnam Park or Road America. But the biggest number
is from drivers’ schools since every school tends to give a
free t-shirt specific to that event.
This past Grattan drivers’ school RSR gave each of the
instructors personalized instructor shirts. Thank you RSR
and Tom Bloom. It now hangs proudly in my closet with
over a dozen other instructor shirts, all too valuable to
ever discard. They are precious memories of clubs that
I have instructed with and tracks I have instructed at.
Add to that dozens of other shirts that I have received at
school events and many more t-shirts I have bought at
races I have attended and you may begin to grasp my situation. Many shirts come into my collection but few leave.
At Grattan I mentioned my dilemma to Tim Pott who
shares my addiction to collecting t-shirts and the reaction
our spouses have to the same. It made me suspect that
there are lots of us car enthusiasts with this problem. It
seems to be more of a problem for our spouses than it is
for us. To be fair to our better halves there is no logic for
a large t-shirt collection and some of them never get worn
and others are very seldom worn. Be warned, do not in
any fashion try to relate this to a shoe collection or purse
collection on their part.
If this shirt collection has spilled over into a baseball cap
collection you may be beyond redemption, as I fully admit
does apply to me. There is no compelling reason to buy
a matching hat to go with the t-shirt. Again, do not be so
foolish to compare this to your spouse’s matching shoes
and dresses. One trick that a friend passed on to me is
that any t-shirt or hat becomes invaluable if it is signed. It
should go without saying that it is tacky if you apply the
signature yourself even though the authentic signature is
usually scrawled so badly that you cannot decipher who
signed it.

Unfortunately, in the interest of household harmony it
may become necessary to cull out your t-shirt or hat collection. This is always going to be traumatic but in the
larger picture of things it should never be dramatic. There
are always going to be opportunities to expand your t-shirt
or hat collection. The culling process can be cathartic
and, dare I say, can be used as leverage to right one of
those innumerable wrongs that we guilelessly commit.
I have been through several t-shirt and hat purges and
the more you do them the less they hurt to experience.
The obvious purge criteria is to eliminate duplicates,
although how a duplicate even snuck in to the collection is
a mystery. The next obvious pieces to let go are the ones
that are stained or torn or have mysteriously shrunk from
washing. I firmly believe that shrinkage can occur even
to never worn t-shirts. The hardest ones to let go are the
ones that were limited edition or from some inaugural
event. Be assured that these have zero intrinsic value and
you will save yourself future angst when that shirt turns
up in a rag pile.
There is no cure for saving memories through t-shirts and
hats. It is so very difficult to resist buying them or especially refusing a free one. Sometimes the difficult rule,
that if you bring a new one home an old one has to be discarded, is threat enough to curb that primal urge. Hiding
them around the house is also just denying the inevitable.
I thought of taking pictures of them but it doesn’t replace
the tactile feel of the real thing. It is such huge business
to sell t-shirts and hats that this issue is never going to go
away. Just learn to live with this personal shortfall and not
let it reflect who you are, a typical car guy.
Tom Fielitz
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Join our RSR Caravan on some twisty back roads
from Ann Arbor to Gregory, MI for a picnic lunch at
Richmond Field. Sandhill Soaring Club is offering
16 Glider Sessions for $50 each.
RSVP to DaveCarrera4@gmail.com by 8/1/2013 - State
whether you want to a glide – first 16 reserved, with backups
 Bring Burgers and things to grill and pass around
 Bring Lawn chairs
 Gas grill and picnic tables available
 Start Point: Meijer Parking Lot – Sect. M, Exit 175, I-94
& Ann Arbor-Saline Rd.
 Driver’s Meeting: 10:45 AM, 9/1/2013
 (Back up date in case of rain: 9/8/2013)
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In the Zone
By Ron Carr
PCA Zone 4 Representative

In the heat of August, you will want to do something cool!!
What could be cooler than to drive your Porsche in (or to)
a local Club event? All of the events listed involve cars in
motion, and therefore afford a cooling effect on the participants. Chill out and join in the fun with your fellow PCA
friends. Also check your local region’s website and newsletter for the latest details on the many events close to you
that are being planned, and check the Zone 4 Website at
http://zone4.pca.org/ for other regions’ events, such as:
• The Central Indiana Region is hosting a PCA Car Corral
and Hospitality Suite at the “Super Weekend at the
Brickyard” (Indianapolis Motor Speedway) on July 26th
(Grand Am race day). Come and join race fans from
across the country for a weekend full of every type of
track action you can imagine! Hospitality Suite tickets
are only available at the CIR website CIRPCA.ORG. You
must login to access the ticket registration page. To get
IMS Car Corral Tickets, use the order form in the latest
CIR Newsletter, call 1-866-221-8775, or visit the IMS
website http://info.ims.com/porsche.
• The 9th annual P2O™ “Casual Porsche Party” will be
held in Granville, OH on the weekend of July 26th
through the 28th, sponsored by the Mid-Ohio Region.
Additional details and registration information can be
found at http://p2o.morpca.org/.
• The Rally Sport and Southeast Michigan Regions will join
to host a Zone 4 Hospitality Tent and Car Corral at the
Inn at St. John’s Concours d’Elegance Car Show in Plymouth, MI on Sunday, July 28th from 10:00 AM to 4:00
PM. The show will be featuring the 50th anniversary of
the Porsche 911. See the regions’ websites for details, or
visit the event website at http://concoursusa.org/.
• The Southeast Michigan Region will host their Annual
Picnic and Concours at Springdale Park in Birmingham,
MI on August 25th, celebrating the 55th Anniversary of
the SEM Region. Details and registration can be found in
the latest P4 Newsletter.
The Drivers Education season in Zone 4 continues with the
following events this month:
• A one-day Driver’s Education opportunity is being held
by the Eastern Buckeye Region at the Nelsons Ledges
Road Course in Garrettsville, OH on August 3rd. Register

at MotorsportReg.com, and see the http://www.ebrpca.
org/ website for details, or contact Erik Ryberg at (330)
618-4744.
• Southeast Michigan Region will be hosting a one-day
Drivers Education at Waterford Hills Road Racing in
Clarkston, MI on August 8th. Registration information
is at www.clubregistration.net, go to SEMPCA.ORG for
more information.
• Allegheny Region will host a weekend Drivers Education
at Pitt Race Complex in Wampum, PA on August 10th
and 11th. Register at MotorsportsReg.com. First timers
are especially welcome!!
• Ohio Valley Region will hold an Advanced Solo Drivers
Education event at Putnam Park Road Course in Mt. Meridian, IN during the annual Club Race on August 17th
and 18th. Join the fun and register at Club Reg.net.
• Rally Sport Region will be hosting a one-day Drivers
Education at Waterford Hills Road Racing in Clarkston,
MI on August 20th. Additional information is at www.
clubregistration.net.
Check out the local Cars & Coffee events!!! They occur on a
regular basis throughout the country on weekend mornings. No reservations or commitment required- just clean
up the car and drive it over. The following regions are planning to participate:
• Maumee Valley Region- Sunday, August 11th, 9:00 am 12:00 pm, Tim Horton’s on Central Ave., Sylvania, OH.
• Rally Sport Region-Saturday, August 17th, 7:30 – 9:30
am, Zingerman’s Roadhouse, Ann Arbor, MI.
A great introduction to driving your Porsche in a fun and
competitive manner can be found in Autocrossing (AX).
Many regions sponsor Autocross events, and they are
a great event for novices and experienced drivers alike.
Check out the following events:
• Mid-Ohio Region is holding the IRAC 5 Autocross on
Sunday August 11th at Columbus Motor Speedway in
Columbus, OH. Additional details can be found on the
region website.
• Allegheny Region will host an Autocross at Greensburg/
Jeannette Regional Airport in Jeannette, PA on Saturday,
August 24th. Registration is at MotorsportsReg.com.
(Continued on Page 31)
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Summer Road Trip
in your future?

Get a free safety check (any car!)
before you hit the road.

www.edwardjones.com

Do You Prepare
More for Family
Vacations Than
You Do for College?
Having fun with your family is important. But nothing is more
vital than your child’s future. That’s why at Edward Jones, we
can help you put together a strategy to save for college.
Using our education funding tool, we can estimate future
expenses at more than 3,000 schools and then recommend a
financial strategy based on your unique needs. True, vacations
are great. But graduation ceremonies are even better.

For a personalized college report,
call or visit today.

David C Yu

.

One special, discount, or freebie per order per visit. Call for details

Financial Advisor
.
123 N Ashley St Suite 110
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
734-769-0127

™ˆ˜œŒ†ˆ`“›”‘™N†•“
R TX NVX Q NXP XQ
Member SIPC

TODD J. MIERZWIAK
PRESIDENT

WESTGATE

INSURANCE AGENCY

3450 W. CENTRAL AVENUE, SUITE 344
TOLEDO, OH 43606
(419) 536-2213 FAX (419) 536-0221
CELLULAR (419) 283-5593
www.westgateagency.com
todd@westgateagency.com
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.

W. 11 Mile Rd

d Riv

Halsted Rd.

Gran

er Av

e.
Grand River Ave.

W. 10 Mile Rd.

Haggerty Rd.
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5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

When: Friday, August 16th, 4:00 PM to "When it's over."
Where: Fox Grill, 39556 Woodward (at Long Lake Rd. SE Corner)
It's best to use Long Lake instead of driving up Woodward.
No RSVP just show up. There will be parking in front for our
cars. There is fine viewing from the Grill's patio but bring a lawn
chair if you want to sit curbside. Contact Rick Mammel
(metalworks@ameritech.net) with questions.

Porsche 993s, like good Scotch, perfect without water!
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2013 Concours d’Elegance -Zone 4’s RSR & SEM Regions Collaborate!
Story and photos by David and Norah Cooper

Sunday, July 28th marked the 35th anniversary of the
Concours d’Elegance, this year held at The Inn at St. John in
Plymouth, Michigan. The 2013 Concours dodged the rain
to the pleasure of large crowds and finished under sunny
skies and a cool breeze. Owners of 374 cars arranged their
cars on the field after rain showers delayed the Saturday
set up. It was also honored by a large field of pristine
Porsche 911’s to mark the 50th anniversary of the 911.
The very first 901 prototype of the 911 made the journey
from York, PA, as did many other variants including a 959
supercar and other examples over the past 50 years. In the
end everyone was pleased, especially the winners of the
various coveted Concours awards. While exact numbers
will take time to tabulate, the crowd was estimated at over
10,000.
PCA’s Rally Sport and South East MI regions took
advantage of the occasion to collaborate on a Zone 4 tent
representing PCA to the large crowd. The tent was manned
most of the day by RSR and SEM Presidents Rick Mammel
and John Keilly, RSR’s Mike O’Rear and Events Chair Dave
Cooper. Ron Carr (Zone 4 Rep) and wife Candice made the
journey from mid-Ohio to help with banners, flags, membership handouts and past region magazines to attract new

members to PCA. However, nothing could have brought
the crowds over better, than having Tom Kreuger’s pristine
2011 Carrera GT3 RS parked in front. Tom graciously
fielded questions about his über-racer. With over 80 Zone
4 members taking advantage of discount tickets, a Porsche
corral was pre-arranged on the golf course fairway, with
our clubs’ 50 Porsches taking center stage surrounded by
the smaller Corvette, Mercedes and Viper clubs.
Following the Concours, all PCA guests were invited to
a cook out at Ideola’s Garage around the corner from the
Concours, hosted by Dan Beckett. Members enjoyed grilled
brats and toured the garage – which is set up to bring
out the best in 924’s. Vaughn and Merritt Scott’s white
924 racer was the center of attention. After the cookout,
guests headed out for a 15 mile driving tour along the
scenic Hines Drive, which ends up at the Fairlane Estate,
Henry Ford’s summer home on the Rouge River – however, the route didn’t end there. The group pulled into a
Dairy Queen for ice cream, where Candyce Jones (Chicago
Region) fielded questions about her 2013 PCA concours
winning Sepia 1973 911S. A fun cookout and a fun ride for
those who made a full day of it.

Event host, Dave Cooper and PCA Zone 4
Rep, Ron Carr manned the PCA booth.
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Tom Krueger’s GT3RS drew incoming spectators like bees to honey and
interested several Porsche owners in the Rally Sport and Southeast
Michigan Regions.

Dan Beckett, owner of Ideola’s
Garage, addresses the group.

Member Peter Maehling dries rain drops off of
his 1972 911 Vintage race car which was invited
to the Concours.

There were cars of every
make, kind and purpose.

The members gathered at Ideola’s Garage in Plymouth, Michigan.

The evolution of the 911s over the past 50 yeaars was evident by this display including a 2013 991 (on left) and a 1963 901 prototype (on right).

The 1962 901 prototype was a
blue ribbon winner..
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When: Depart Saturday, October 12 at 1:00 PM
Where: Meet in the NW corner of the Wal-Mart parking lot (SE corner of
I-96 & Milford Road (30729 Lyon Center Dr. East, New Hudson, MI 48165)
We will drive an hour, take an hour break, and drive another hour for a
total of abut 100 miles. Wear comfortable walking shoes and bring water
or a beverage.
The drive will conclude with dinner at the Moose Ridge Golf Course; 11801
Doane Road, South Lyon.
RSVP's by September 11th if attending dinner to stewsalfree@att.net
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The Gratton’s Visit Grattan
By Jay Gratton, Past President, North Country Region (New Hampshire). Reprinted with permission.

“Hey Dad, look at this. There is a track called Grattan
in Michigan!” my 15 year old voice cracked as I sat at a
banquet on the covered ice at the famous “miracle” hockey
area at the Lake Placid Porsche Parade in 1994. Everyone in
attendance had just received a map of North America with
all of the tracks PCA regions used and there is was, Grattan
Raceway. The name wasn’t spelled exactly the same, but it
was close enough to peak the interest of a young man on
the verge of getting his driver’s license.
Following the banquet the party continued back at Doug
and Judy Hendrickson’s hotel patio overlooking Lake
Placid. There I was finally able to get my Uncle Steve’s (NCR
President at the time) and my Dad’s attention to this track
called Grattan Raceway. My Dad, Uncle Steve and the other
NCR members in attendance all agreed that this was now
a “bucket list” item for the Gratton family. The seed was
officially planted and over the next 18 years, this Grattan
Raceway repeatedly came up at family gatherings, NCR
events and continued to just be a funny little conversation
that seemed to always end with “maybe someday.”
Jump ahead 18 years to NCR’s Spring is a Long Time Coming DE event at NHMS and my Uncle Mike who had joined
NCR in the past few years had finally heard enough of
Grattan Raceway and this “bucket list” track and asked why
we didn’t just do it so we can cross it off the list. My Dad,
Uncle Steve and I didn’t have a good reason and agreed
that 2013 would be the year we finally stopped talking
about it and just did it.
Once the holiday season was behind us, I decided I would
to see if there was an event at Grattan for the Gratton
family to even consider. Wouldn’t you know it; there it was
at the end of June a three day event hosted by Rally Sport
Region with Friday being an advanced day with almost
unlimited track time. Given I am the only one of the four
Gratton men who is not currently retired, this was lining up
perfectly with my vacation time. Could this actually happen? A quick conversation with my Uncle Mike, Uncle Steve
and my Dad confirmed this was in fact a GO! Before I knew
it, I had signed up my Dad and I, my Uncle Mike had signed
up himself and my Uncle Steve, my Mom had reserved a
hotel and I had reserved two garages at the track. At this
point they had our money, so it was official and we were
going to Grattan, Michigan.

The winter and the spring flew by and before I knew it, I
was hustling to tie up loose ends at school before the year
ended. My Uncle Mike would be sharing his 1993 911 C2
with my Uncle Steve and my Dad and I would be sharing
his 1985 911 Carrera. As much as I wanted to drive the two
911’s to Grattan, we all agreed we would trailer our 911 to
the event as 1,000 miles from home is an expensive AAA
tow if one of the cars decided to break. So on June 26th the
Gratton men rolled out of Manchester, NH in a downpour
all expressing our nervous feelings and asking ourselves if it
was too late to get our money back. Our goal for Wednesday was to get to Rochester, NY for the night and then pull
into Grattan Thursday afternoon to walk the track, get dinner and good night’s sleep.
The drive out was easy, trouble free, filled with a lot of
bathroom stops for the three retires. It was just over a
thousand miles. We pulled into Grattan mid-afternoon,
checked into our hotel and headed for the track to unload
the cars and walk the track if we were permitted. Grattan
Raceway is in a beautiful region scattered with small lakes
and working farms. We were greeted by the owner of
the raceway, signed the necessary waivers and made our
way to the paddock located in the infield of the track. We
were the only ones there, so we unloaded Dad’s 911, the
truck, parked the trailer, changed my Uncle Mike’s tires and
tucked the 911’s away in the garage for the night. We were
getting ready to walk the track when Rick Mammel, President of Rally Sport Region pulled in towing his gorgeous
bright green fire breathing 993 Twin Turbo. Rick walked
over and greeted us with; “You must be the Grattons!”
Obviously we had a concerned remark about our reputation preceding us. Apparently, the region had been looking
forward to hosting us and hearing all about our coming to
Grattan. Rick could not have been more welcoming and this
would become a theme for the weekend with Rally Sport
Region. Rick talked us around the track and eased a lot of
our fears of driving a new track. We heard a lot about the
“Peanut butter” on the track, which was the sealant in the
turns which was put down to patch certain spots. Apparently it was slick in the dry and very slick in the wet.
Following our conversation the four of us went out to
walk the track, trying to remember the YouTube videos we
watched and as many of the comments Rick gave us as possible. Even during the walk, the track was awesome. A huge
(Continued on Page 29)
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(Grattons From Page 27)
Continued on Page 31
front straight, with a mixture of banked and off-camber
turns, elevation changes, and four blind turns. The track
seemed to have an excellent flow to it and we compared it
to be a mix of Lime Rock and Mt. Tremblant. Needless to
say, we were excited and nervous to get out there the next
day. Following a good dinner at a local pub and a quick stop
at the local ice cream place (a Gratton family must) we all
turned in for the night.
We arrived very early the next day to see what was happening as our nerves were still getting the best of us. We
were greeted by Rick and Christian Maloof the regions DE
Chair and Chief Instructor who all volunteered to take us
all for rides and work with us so my Uncle Steve, Dad and
myself would be ready to instruct the next day. I jumped
in with Christian first in his Cayman S which was a stock
car with seats, belts and R-compound tires. Christian, who
could not have been nicer, was a very humble and outstanding instructor who had a lot of laps at Grattan. In fact,
he held the track record there in three different cars and he
had done and still did some professional racing. Needless
to say, he knew his way around the track. It is extremely
rare to find someone who is not only the fastest person at
a track, but is also the best instructor at the track. Christian
was easily both! Christian showed me the line around
the track and made a stock Cayman S do some incredible
things. I will always remember his statement about how he
requests assistance from the steering wheel, but demands
assistance from the throttle to rotate the car. He also spoke
of “slow hands” on turn-in which I found myself saying
frequently over the course of the weekend to both myself
and my student. He was just awesome!
By the end of Friday I had put 200 miles on the 911 and
was really starting to settle into a nice rhythm. While I still
had a lot to learn, I walked away after the first day saying
regardless of the name of the track, I loved it! Friday after
the event, Rally Sport Region hosted a BBQ with members
of the region working and local sponsors providing the
food and beverages. Rally Sport is made up of about 250
members and they are a very active region. Mike O’Rear,
the region’s Newletter Editor was toasted for the Bahn
Stormer placing third in class at that week’s Porsche Parade
in Traverse City, Michigan. Mike was one of many welcoming members from Rally Sport who routinely stopped in
to see how we were doing and chat. I made sure to bring
home a few copies of Bahn Stormer and I can honestly say
it is a truly fine newsletter.
They have four run groups in Rally Sport Region: green,

white (our yellow/blue), Blue (our black) and Red. You
receive a new colored number at each event that is your
assigned number and the color of the run group you are
in. The instructors also share the same number as their
students which makes it easier to find them. For instance,
I was given a red number 9 and my student had a white
number 9. On Saturday, I was assigned a student in the
white run group and met up with him in the pits. He had
a beautiful 997 S and he had a good sense of humor when
I informed him he had more days at Grattan then I did.
For me, Saturday was more of the same. I continued to
learn more and more about the details of Grattan. The off
camber, the blind turns, the dips and the “jump” were just
fantastic. When Saturday ended, I was on the phone with
North Country Region President and Zone 1 Chief Instructor Matt Romanowski informing him that Grattan was now
my favorite track. Rally Sport and some of their sponsors
threw another BBQ for everyone which was catered this
time. The dinner was filled with good food, conversation
and door prizes. The Grattons all walked away with door
prizes, including myself who took home the top door prize
of a brand new, top of the line torque wrench. After a quick
stop again at the local ice cream stand, the day was ruled a
complete success and the Gratton clan had officially fallen
in love with Grattan!
Rally Sport Region puts a strong emphasis on the “education” of Driver Education. Christian Maloof held classroom
sessions throughout the weekend for the different run
groups which were just incredible. Side by side data was
studied and his suggestions and strategies made a huge difference for me on the track. He also led the greatest track
walk I have ever been on in my life. He spent two to three
hours walking the track explaining all the details that make
him so fast and answered everyone’s questions. I found
myself disappointed when it ended because it was just
that good. RSR is so fortunate to have a Chief Instructor of
his caliber and the same can be said for the rest of the DE
team. They conducted a first class operation from beginning to end. Another item I really liked was their Green
Student Parking area. RSR designates a place for newbies
to park so they can be among other newbies who might
have the same questions and concerns. This also allows
instructors to find their students easier, this was great and I
hope to see NCR pick up this tradition going forward.
Sunday saw much of the same with great weather, people,
cars and laps upon laps of smiles. Both cars ran incredible
and I have to give a big “Thank you” to Mark Nadler at
Exotech for getting my Dad’s 911 ready and Blair Talbot for
(Continued on Page 31)
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CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE
2003 Porsche 911, AWD Turbo Coupe: Forest Green Metallic with natural leather; 52K miles. Other options: natural
brown floor mats; 3-spoke, leather steering wheel, PCCB;
PSM; leather interior package; rear and center console
painted exterior color; 18” sport techno wheels w/colored
center caps; supple leather interior package, front and rear;
Alpine AM/FM/CD/MP3. MSRP: $136,950.00. This is a
one-off car; FGM paint was a custom color in 2003 with
only one other 911 painted this same color and was not
optioned as a turbo nor a natural, supple leather interior.
The car is in pristine condition and striking with its atypical
color and interior combination. This is simply an incredible
car, a very strong performer yet dampened and civilized so
as to be easily enjoyed on all manner of road conditions -- I
often refer to the car as an executive express. Original radio and battery maintenance will be included. $58,000.00.
Please contact Jim Christopher: 810 217 1280 or jtchristopher@comcast.net. (4/13)
1988 944 Turbo Track/Street Car: Excellent condition 2
owner DE car. Very Fast. Full Monoball suspension, Adjustable Koni Yellows, Roll Bar, Kirkey Seats, 6-Point harnesses,
Motor Rebuilt by Lindsey Racing 2 years ago, Fresh Rebuilt
Transmission with 3.88 Final drive, factory LSD, much more.
Additional info and pictures available. $12,000 OBO Arnie
Spieker tgarnoldo@gmail.com (248)672-7890 (4/13)
2010 Cayman: Carrara white with black standard leather,
black 18” Cayman S II wheels, power seat pkg, sport program button, BiXenon headlights with dynamic cornering,
7 Speed PDK, heated seats, auto climate control, Bose high
end sound pkg, floor mats and universal audio interface.
Owner installed options include R type front splitter, black
“Porsche” graphic on side, red safety belts, Fabspeed Maxflo cat-back exhaust (OEM exhaust will be included). 12K
miles. $42,000. Call Horst Reinhardt at 586-991-2455 or
email horst@vrperformance.com (4/13)
1997 Porsche Boxster: red blk leather interior, 2.5L
5- speed manual trans, 103,000 miles, 2 sets of turbo
wheels, 3 sets of tires, 3 owner car, all maintenance records. ROW springs that lower car 1 inch. Brey Krause roll
bar extension with 6 point seat belts. Great road and DE
car. $9,500. Contact Gary Egbert at 734-765-0408 (11/12)
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1987 Porsche 911: 88,000 miles. Guards Red with Black
Leather interior. Factory whale tail and front spoiler.
Excellent condition, no snow, no smokers. Radar detector. Maintained the last 22 years by Tim Pott at Rennstatt.
$25,500.00. Contact Tim Pott 734 972 7194 or Bob Helber
(owner) 734 649 9550. (10/12)

OTHER ITEMS
New Pirelli Race Slick Tires: 235/19 front and 295/19 rear.
List price is $2,200 per set of 4 tires. 1 set is $1,500. 2 sets
are $2,700. 3 sets are $3,900. Shipping is additional. Tom
Green, Saline, MI 48176. Work 734-429-5958. Cell 734-4170030. (07/13)
944 turbo track tires and rims. OZ Racing Fittipaldi rims
with Toyo RA1 proxies tires. $400. Two 16-8.5 with 22550ZR16 and two 16-9.5 with 255-50ZR16 Still not down to
wear bars yet. Can bring them to May 12 Waterford DE if
requested. Contact Stephen Howorth at sjhoworth@bell.
net 519-996-8708 (04/13)
CCW - C10 18” forged wheels: Purchased last year and
used for 2 seasons are a set of Complete Custom Wheels
(CCW) style C10 with black anodized finish. Very light
weight and all in good condition, run straight and true.
9x18-50 and 12x18-50 used on a 2007 GT3RS. Will fit 997
wide body and 996 wide body with 1/4” spacer on rear.
$2,000 Call Tom Krueger at 313-570-2223 or thomasjkrueger@gmail.com (12/12)
Schroth Profi II HANS 6pt Belts: Brand new in black with
snap-in attachments (valid until 2017). I purchased these
and then went with the Hybrid II HANS 6pt instead.
$600 for both (save $120 compared to cheapest price
I’ve found). Contact: Rich Chang (rpcpublic@gmail.com)
(10/12)
For sale: 3 sets of new Pirelli Racing Slicks: 235 x 19 &
295 x 19. 1 set is $1,500, 2 sets are $2,600 and 3 sets are
$4,000. Tom Green, (w) 734-429-5958, (c) 734-417-0030.
Saline, MI. (12/12)
Items for sale: 944 turbo exhaust system (Borla) used less
than 100 miles, T304 stainless steel, A1 condition, $800
new, $500 or best offer. Bray Kraus strut brace, $250 new,

$175 or best offer. Call between 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
daily at 248-967-0173. If no answer feel free to call my cell
at 248-219-9945 or e-mail: cjones1030@aol.com (09/12)
STORAGE FOR RENT: Heated, secured museum-like garage.
$100.00/month Call Clem at (810) 636-2840. (09/11)

(Grattons From Page 29)
my Uncle’s C2 ready for 500+ miles each of pounding over
three days at Grattan. The four of us each took two runs
on Sunday before we started to pack up for the long drive
home. I took my Uncle Steve with me for my last run as I
really wanted him to push me a little. He was very pleased
with how I did and complimented my session. This obviously meant a lot from him as he is very fast in a similar
car. With our students done as well, we rolled out around
3:00 to get a few hours behind us before an all-day drive
on Monday. I left the track with a sense of accomplishment having completed this “bucket list” event. Not only
had we accomplished it, but I truly believe I will be back in
the coming years as I stand by my statement that Grattan
Raceway is my new favorite track. Now the only question
is who is coming with me?
Drive safely! – Jay

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer,
please contact Mike O’Rear at morear734@
gmail.com (Put “Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line). Non-members will be charged $5.00/
quarter. Ads more than six months old may be
removed unless resubmitted.

(In the Zone From Page 19)
• Michiana Region will host an Autocross event at the Tire
Rack on Sunday, August 25th, 9am – 4:30pm. See their
website for directions and details.
• Northern Ohio Region holds an Autocross on Sunday,
August 25th at Lakeland Community College in Kirtland,
OH. For additional information contact Doug Bradley at
bradleyd@adelphia.net or 440-428-7043.
• Also on August 25th, at the other end of the Zone, the
Western Michigan Region will host the IROC III Autocross at US-131 Motorsports Park. 12th Street, Martin,
MI 49070. Be there to register at 9:00 am. Details can be
found at the WMR Website at wmrpca.org.

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting
Minutes

The July meeting was cancelled due to the lack of a quorum.
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©2011 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. Optional equipment shown is extra. *To qualified customers through
Porsche Financial Services. See your participating authorized Porsche dealer for details.

There's a reason it's called a new beginning.
Ultra-low-mileage lease options now available.*

Porsche of Farmington Hills
37911 Grand River Avenue
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
(248) 471-0800
www.farmington-hills.
porschedealer.com
Porsche recommends

The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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