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Just going through yesterday’s 
mail and staring back at me is 
that beautiful PCA Logo.  It is 
the annual PCA Raffle for a 2013 
Boxster S and $25,000 to keep 
it in fuel for a couple of years.  
I give it a quick pass through 
and into the toss out pile --  no 
interest.   To be honest, I don’t 
get too interested in what 

happens in the Porsche World outside of life at the local 
club level.  Take that one step further and I tend to be 
pretty selfishly focused on our club specifically.  That, of 
course, is tempered by my staunch need to have our club 
members share their passion with members from other 
Regions.  Time has proven there is strength in numbers. We 
know that works for the military and within reason it also 
works for car clubs.  Since our group is marque specific, and 
a popular marque it is, there is a pool of enthusiasts still 
out there to draw from.  Whether it is written somewhere 
in the bylaws or just what I feel is part of my responsibilities 
as President, I want to see the club’s membership grow.  
Not by huge amounts but in a controlled and quality way.  
As I always say our club is about the people, and the cars 
are just a common denominator.  What I really want to 
grow is a larger community of car enthusiasts.  If PCA 
National would lift the requirement that you must own a 
Porsche to be a member, that would be fine by me.  The 
more “Car Folks” the merrier, but then it would not be a 
“Porsche Club” would it?  It may be sad that I attend many 
of our drives in a BMW or Audi because I have violated my 
993 turbo’s reliability ceiling.  The nice part is I get very 
little ridicule from the other participants for not bringing a 
Porsche.  At those events new members tell me how they 
enjoyed spending time with our group.  This is not that 
hard to attain, since all RSR members create a perpetual 
motion of goodwill.  The passion for our own cars is only 
offset by admiration for the other members’ Porsches, with 
the story of how they acquired their car often the subject 
of discussion.  Pretty great group to be involved with.
 I know everyone understands that there is a lot more 
to the club operating seamlessly than what is apparent 
on the surface.   We have very devoted Board Members 
and Committee Chairs and they all get my admiration and 
thanks for everything they have done for the Club this past 
year.  Proof of this comes from one of the highest member 
counts and largest bank account in club history.  It is pretty 

hard to beat those two “stats” as a measures of positive 
growth.   This is driven by good events, good people and 
wise Board decisions.  
 Board Members’ and Committee Chairs’ efforts not 
withstanding, there is another group that requires an 
elevated acknowledgement.  There are five members 
in this group and they are at the core of our club.  Not 
because they may do any more work than anyone else, 
but because they do it year after year and then the year 
after that.  They are so good at what they do, their efforts 
are seemingly invisible to the membership.  For the last 
Traction Control of the year I need to bring to light this 
group.  Besides the write-up below, the club presented 
them with awards at the Holiday Party.  
 Our Secretary… Mary Ann Kantrow.  She is a Charter 
Member, Former Club President, and has been working 
as Secretary for 8 years.  She is a terrific resource for 
new Presidents (like me) with her depth of knowledge of 
procedural items.  I can’t remember how many times I was 
saved “Chumpdom” by her tutelage.
 Our Treasurer… Burghard Linn.  He has held the position 
for 12 Years, three-quarters of the existence of RSR.  He 
stays on top of our funds, handles paying everyone plus 
one of those invisible things previously mentioned, he 
handles the yearly taxes and non-profit paperwork.  He 
always finds time to support our track and social events as 
well.  Our club would cease to function without his efforts.
 Our Track Chairman… Christian Maloof.  He has held this 
position for 9 Years. From personal experience, as well as 
comments of other participants, Christian runs the best 
Drivers’ Ed events in the area. They are always safe, fun 
and very well run.  Since we don’t charge for our social 
events, the sole source of revenue for the Club (aside from 
modest dues sharing from National PCA) is Christian’s DE’s. 
 Our Newsletter Editor… Mike O’Rear.  He is a relative 
newbie at 6 years of service.  With the task in front of 
him, month after deadline-triggered month, there is no 
rest between issues.  I might be biased, but I put the Bahn 
Stormer up against any other Region’s newsletter.  Mike is 
also one of the great ambassadors of RSR; the presence of 
a new face at a gathering seldom escapes his welcome. 
 Our Membership Chairman...Glenn Trapp. He is a 
Charter Member and the longest serving member of this 
list at 14 years.  Two years short of the Club’s life span!  In 
many cases he is the first contact a new member has when 
joining our Region.  As the consummate ambassador, he 
always makes them feel welcome and assists with their 

Traction Control
 By Rick Mammel, RSR President
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seamless integration into our terrific group.  If being on 
top of email blasts is not enough, Glenn is also the Club 
Historian, a position he is extremely qualified to hold given 
he has been here from the start.
 This is December  2012, but given the past history of the 
members above, it could be 2015 and the names may well 
remain the same.  My definition of the word “core” is… a 
stable mass at the center of a much larger less stable mass. 
Thank you Mary Ann, Burghard, Christian, Mike and Glenn 
for being the center on which our Region revolves.  Special 
notice to those members who stepped up to host events 
this year. Thank you all for helping our Region prosper. 
 Our Holiday Party is now behind us.  Everyone in 
attendance had a terrific time.  The sad part is that several 
of you were not able to make it this year due to scheduling 
conflicts.  We will have the date out early next year so 
you can get it on your calendar.  The Inn at St. Johns was 
a wonderful location for our event and the room was 
the perfect size for the group.  It was large enough that I 
needed my glasses to see the back of the room and then 
it was still tough to make out all the smiles during the gift 
drawing.  We had a very large turn-out and due to the 
extreme generosity of our supporting sponsors there were 
gifts for everyone.  Please see the list of these supporters 
below.
 Our guest speaker, John McCormick, had the room glued 
to his video presentation with a balanced blend of humor, 
wit and technical information.  I thank Jeremy Goddard for 
arranging for John to do the presentation for our members 
as well as for his excellent introduction of this well traveled 
journalist.  
 Another presenter who was enjoyed by everyone was 
Charter Member, Tom Green, with an explanation of the 
events that led to the formation of the Rally Sport Region 
16 years ago.  
 The women were all dressed beautifully and the best 
dressed male award goes to Mike O’Rear in his tux.  While 
the only tux there this year, he won’t be alone next year.  
Both the VP and myself are going to take him on.  Mike also 
gets a nod for providing an iPod full of holiday background 
music.  
 Thank you to the hosts, Lynda Mammel and Dianne 
Kimber.  As the guests arrived they were witness to what 
Dianne does best, greet people with that big smile and  
a warm welcome.  It was a perfect start for everyone as 
they entered for a perfect evening.  Lynda crafted some 
wonderful centerpieces, built around a nice bottle of 
wine.  A seat at each table was marked with a sticker and 
the person seated on it won the centerpiece.  The club 
purchased the wine as well as several PCA goodies and 
discounts for next year’s track days. 

 Thanks to Vigen Darian, Ron Pruette and Wes Nardoni 
for helping secure great gifts and goodies. Thanks also to 
Jeremy, and Tom Krueger for picking up raffle gifts from 
around town.  Special thanks to Glenn Trapp for creating 
and printing the name tags and raffle name slips.  For 
those who missed this super event, it was, as always, 
comprehensively photo documented by Sally Free.  As is 
always the case, Sally and Stewart will post their quality 
photos which will remind us of a great evening and allow 
those that missed it to feel like they were there.
 With a year now under my belt, I look forward to a 
busy time for our group next year.  Planned events already 
include: The National Porsche Parade in Traverse City, our 
Drivers’ Education event designated as the Parade DE, the 
Porsche 911 being the featured marque at the Concours at 
St. Johns, and a second weekend DE event at Gingerman. 
It will be a busy year and I am glad I will be part of it.  
Hopefully you will too.

Rick
      

I would like to acknowledge the following companies 
for contributing gifts for our Holiday Party. 
Keep them in mind and return the support next time 
you require their types of service.

ArborMotion / Rennstatt Racing / Attention 2 Detail  
Suburban Porsche
Motor City Porsche
The Inn at St. Johns

Carls Cabin
Northstar Photography and Design

CG-Lock / Phil Mather Racing
Fox Grill Bloomfield Hills

Vita Wellness Center
Orvis

Virtuoso Salon Birmingham
Battery Plus

Hunter House Birmingham

Rick Mammel, President

Thanks For The Support
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January 8 (Tues.):  RSR Club Non-Meeting 6:30 PM -- 
Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth (see page 17)

January 26 (Sat.):  Time With Tim 10am-2pm -- hosted 
by Tim Pott (see page 29)

January 19 (Sat.):  Zone 4 Opening Day Gathering at the 
Detroit Auto hosted by Zone 4 Representative Ron 
Carr.  Details to be announced.

February 5 (Tues.):  RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

May (TBD) Tour of Auburn Museum -- hosted by Matt 
Huber

July 28 (Sun):  Concours d’Elegance at St. John’s will 
feature the 911

RSR Calendar of Events

Attention New Members!!  Attend a Rally 
Sport Region Event and you are eligible to 
receive club name badges for you and your 
associate member.  If you’ve attended an 
event but not received your badges contact 
Glenn Trapp at gtrapper@gmail.com

First
Last

Free Name Badges
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Current Membership 418*

Member Anniversaries

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. .

Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
 Vu Nguyen
 PO Box 6400
 Columbia, MD 21046
and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama 
and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with 
PCA national.

Membership

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America

New Members
George & Mary Gilligan
Ann Arbor, MI
2001 Silver 996 Cabrio

Rob & Lacy Miller
Rockwood, MI
2005 Red Boxster

Brad Seel
Ann Arbor, MI
2008 Silver 911 C4S

Phil Kish ............................................................ 34
Tom Green ........................................................ 26
Brian Nao .......................................................... 21
Ken Bush ........................................................... 14
William Houghton ............................................ 13
James Utsler ..................................................... 10
Kevin Pritchard ..................................................  9
Phil Kingham ......................................................  5
Larry Webster ....................................................  2

* Includes 239 Primary Members
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Jingle Bell Bash Party Pictures
Pictures by Sally & Stewart Free

President Rick Mammel & wife (and event 
co-hostess) Lynda Mammel.

Recent new members Susan Robach and 
husband Larry Dupuis.

Tom Green, who also gave 
brief remarks about the 
founding of the Rally Sport 
Region.

Francie & Phil Kish.  Francie is a major 
organizer of the national PCA’s Porsche 
Parade.

Mary Ann & Dan Kantrow.  Mary 
Ann has been RSR’s secretary for 
eight years.

Charter Members -- Sixteen Years and Still Smiling

Looking far from Cranky -- our Webmeister 
Emmanual Garcia and his wife Iris.

Be sure to read President Rick 
Mammel’s excellent write-up 
of the event as included in this 
month’s Traction Control” 
(page 4).

Claudia & Glenn Trapp.  Glenn was 
recognized for serving as membership 
chairman for fourteen years.

The smile everyone got from co-
hostess Dianne Kimber.  Husband 
Michael attended but sat out the 
night with a broken foot.
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Tim Boertman & Kathy Mannor
Stewart & Sally Free took a moment to get 
on the other side of the camera.

RSR’s favorite sponsor, James Snider 
and his wife Rebecca.

Kathy & Mike O’Rear in coordi-
nated Tuxedos.A very special setting.

Email:  tcpott@gmail.com

Now Located At:
ArborMotion
669 State Circle
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Guest speaker automotive writer 
John McCormick and his wife Jan
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Grand Sport, LLC   21620 Melrose Avenue  Southfield, MI  48075  Phone 248.304.9091 • Fax 248.304.9092
www.grandsport-michigan.com

Selling and Servicing Porsche Automobiles

David Laing loves Porsches like you do – and knows them 
like no one else. Whether you seek performance upgrades, 
repairs, or routine maintenance, David will provide your 
Porsche with unmatched service and care at our state-

of-the-art Grand Sport facility in Southfield. So stop by 
today for a free tour of Grand Sport and see why so many 
owners of new and vintage Porsches trust only David 
Laing with the care of their vehicle.

Premier Porsche technician David Laing. Only at Grand Sport in Southfield.

Your Porsche has given you its best.
Now it’s time to return the favor.
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Polar Bear Run
Story by Editor Mike O’Rear with photos by Stewart & Sally Free, Al Utter & Dave & Nora Cooper 

Sometimes stuff just happens.  Sometimes it is good stuff.  
For many years RSR member Sebastian Gaeta has led a 
Polar Bear Run tour through the country roads of Washt-
enaw, Lenawee and Jackson counties.  In the past the event 
was always held on the weekend before Thanksgiving and 
limited to several of Sebastians friends who had convert-
ibles.  Tops had to be down.
 Well, over time the number of hardy souls shrank and 
Sebastian, not wanting to end the tradition decided to 
modify the rules and he decided that enclosed cars would 
be allowed, although open windows and open sunroofs 
were encouraged.

 He invited RSR members to join, and join they did.  
More than a dozen cars turned out for a great day of fall 
driving and a great meal at the Common Grill in Chelsea.
 Sebastian has volunteered to make this a regular Rally 
Sport Region event next year.  You’ve got to love the start 
of a new tradition.

<-- Sebastian led 
the drive (no maps) 
in his beautiful 356 
Cabriolet

Porsches filled the BP 
Station lot on Zeeb 
Road & I-94 prior to 
the start.             -->

<-- New members Chuck Palfi & Jane 
Clawson-Palfi brought their brand new 
2013 Boxster.

Doug & Jane Ash dressed for top-open 
driving.
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For the past five-years we’ve been publishing lists of 
Porsche related gift ideas for various holidays throughout 
the year. While we’ve done our best to include gifts in 
all price ranges we’ve had an overwhelming request for 
Porsche related gift ideas under $100. Well, you asked, we 
heard and here’s what we’ve come up with. The following 
list comes directly from our sales reports and reflects the 
10 most popular gifts people have purchased over the last 
11 months. We even included a few bonus ideas of things 
we think we’ll be hearing more about in the future. Happy 
Shopping!

1. Porsche Sounds (Available 
on Amazon.com)
 
If you’re like me, the thought 
of books about Porsche 
brings up images of fact and 
photography rich tomes about 
our favorite marque. What 
you probably don’t think of is 
sound. Porsche Sounds com-
bines all three. For $59.95 you 
get 200 pages of exquisitely 

designed and produced pages of information, pictures and 
stories. Even better, you get three CDs including two filled 
with driving music. However, it’s the Technology CD that, 
in my opinion, makes the book. Exhaust notes from 30 dif-
ferent Porsches transport you track-side as Porsche Sounds 
roar past you in your living room.

2. 3’ x 5’ Red or Black Porsche Flag (Available on Amazon.
com)

 

Fly one of these flags on your home’s flag pole, in your 
garage or on your trailer at the track.  Just $25.99 and 
available in red or black these flags are made from durable, 
lightweight polyester with 2 brass grommets attached to a 
canvas side strip.

3. Need for Speed Porsche Col-
lection (Available on Amazon.
com)
 
Perfect for the young ones 
on your list these Lego like 
models allow you to build 
your own Porsche GT3 RS in 
amazing detail. Available in all 
sorts of shapes and sizes you 
can choose the size and com-
plexity you want and then 

enjoy the time building it and watch the fun as it’s played 
with. From $5.99 up.

4. Martini Racing Beach 
Towel (Available at Porsche 
Design Driver’s Selection) 
This huge, plush towel is 
over 6’ long and more than 
3’ wide. We keep a few of 
them on hand at all times 
and they make a fantastic 

beach towel and are great for days at the track too (you 
can spread them out and sit on them like a beach blanket). 
We’ve had ours for over a year now and even after count-
less washings and uses it hasn’t faded or frayed. $65.00

5. Porsche - Origin of the 
Species Available on Amazon.
com
 
If you’re interested in Porsche 
and their early days of 
production then this book is 
for you. In typical Ludvigsen 
style the book delivers facts, 
photos and details in a well 
thought out manner. There’s 

a forward from Jerry Seinfeld 
and many wonderful little sidebars with those most famil-
iar with the Porsche marque. Really a must have for your 
Porsche library.

10 Porsche Related Christmas Ideas under $100
Story by “Pepper Girl” courtesy of The Porsche Purista at PorschePurist.com
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6. Battery Tender Battery Charger (Available on Amazon.
com)
 
A number of you must either 
store your Porsche in the 
winter or not drive it as 
often as you should as this 
charger from Battery Tender 
sells like hotcakes. Good 
for all lead-acid, flooder or 

sealed maintenance free batteries.  For less than $50 you 
can keep your battery in good shape and your Porsche 
ready to go all year long. $45.22

7. Silverlit Bluetooth iPhone Controlled 1:16 Scale Porsche 
911 (Available on Amazon.com)

 
We first reported on these 
months ago when we 
were first made aware of 
them.  Since then we were 
fortunate enough to get our 
hands on one and they are 
a ton of fun. While it takes a 
bit to get used to the control 
function (you control it with 

your iPhone) once you do, 
you can have a blast honking the horn, revving the engine, 
screaching the brakes and just simply controlling the 911 
as it darts around your driveway or basement. We thought 
the original price was a bit too high so we’re happy to see 
them available now for $66.25

8. Le Mans the movie (Available on Amazon.com)
 
 On our list since year one, Le 
Mans continues as a best seller this 
year. You can’t really call yourself 
a Porsche fan and not see this 
movie. Under $20 for the Blu-ray 
and just over $10 for the regular 
DVD, this is one movie you should 
have in your Porsche collection. 
$16.97 on Blu-ray and $11.94 for 
DVD.

9. “OBJECTS IN MIRROR ARE LOSING” (Decals Available on 
Amazon.com)

 
These novelty items make a 
great stocking stuffer or an 
insert into a Christmas card. 
For most Porsche owners 
they are simply a reminder 
of what they already know 
every time they look into 
the rear-view mirror.  The 

only downside is that ship-
ping costs more than the item itself. However you’re still 
under $10 combined so it’s hard to go wrong. $3.99 plus 
postage.

10. Chroma Type 301 8-Inch Chef’s Knife (Available on 
Amazon.com)

 
 A good cook needs a good knife and these Chroma 
Type 301 are that and more. I first reviewed these 
knives about three years ago and ever since then 
we still receive emails from subscribers who have 
purchased a set for themselves and love the look 
and feel. Super sharp, hold an edge extremely well 
and balanced to perfection. $88.38

And what about Christmas Cards? (Available at robwilke.
com/porsche/)

If you’re on Facebook and belong to any of the Porsche 
groups there’s a good chance you’ve seen the image from 
these cards before. Taken by photographer Rob Wilke, each 
set contains 12 cards with envelopes and features Santa 
driving a beautiful Porsche 356 with a lit Christmas tree 
strapped to the roof (that’s the image at the beginning of 
this post). $20 for a set of 12 with discounts for multiple 
orders.



14

Howard	  
Cooper	   	  
Import	  

Porsche	  of	  Ann	  Arbor

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor
Come visit our brand new Porsche building

2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street.  go North 1/2 mile...

Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Two months, two weeks, four days, one hour and fourteen 
minutes and lots and lots of dollars later, I finally got my 
car back. This included getting the car a new engine (short 
block), returning it for a check engine light (P0024 Exhaust 
AVCS System 2 Range/Performance), then promptly brick-
ing the ECM when I got it home again (note to self: next 
time, brick ECM when car is in garage), and then finally 
getting the ECM quickly reset (thanks Cobb Tuning!).

 I learned many things during this experience, such as 
being patient is for the birds, and that my wife’s yoga music 
can calm me down (at least for a few minutes).
I learned that the problem was not the typical Subaru pis-
ton ringland issue, but rather the connecting rod bearing. I 
can’t remember what the technician told me, so I’m going 
to pretend it was the #3 rod bearing.

 I learned that forged CP pistons (Carillo) are made of 
2618 aluminum alloy, which have a higher coefficient of 
thermal expansion than stock cast pistons, so they need 
more gap than stock. I learned this makes my car sound 

like it has a diesel engine, even when warmed up, as the 
pistons slap around the cylinders.
 I learned that forged Cosworth pistons are made of 4032 
aluminum alloy, have a lower thermal expansion rate than 
2618, and are quieter. I learned that the next time I blow 
the engine of my daily driver to go with the Cosworths.
 I learned that there are two distinct, disparate views for 
seating piston rings (like everything else in life). There is 
the traditional, by-the-manual, drive-it-as-gently-as-you-
would-any-virginal-entity for the first 500 miles break-in 
method. Then there’s the drive-it-like-you-stole-it for 50 
miles method. Since I used up my patience waiting for 
parts, and since I’ve convinced myself as an engineer that 
it makes sense, I chose the latter rev-it-up-because-high-
break-mean-effective-pressure-is-a-good-thing technique.
 I learned that Topspeed Motorsports isn’t so fast at put-
ting engines together. I’m sure they had valid issues (like 
I do when I miss my deadlines), and I’m sure the motor 
they put together will be great, but they sure tested my 
patience. It took them over a month to get my engine to 
the dealer.
 I learned that my Subaru dealer, Dwyer & Sons, is not 
so fast at scheduling your car if you’re on vacation for two 
weeks.
 I learned that no matter how nice the people are, it’s 
never a good thing when a dealer’s service department 
knows you by sight.
 I learned to check the battery voltage when flashing an 
engine control module (ECM).
 I learned that shipping a control module overnight is 
really, really expensive, but still cheaper than replacing it.

Slow Subaru, Practical Porsche
Story and photos by RSR Cranky Webmeister Emmanuel Garcia

“I see dead engines.”

My souvenir, a 2008 Subaru STO EJ257 #3 piston
What shocks me is that the housing is just a cheap piece 
of plastic. I wonder how Subaru handles electromagnetic 
interference. Also, someone confirm for me that this uses 
a Renesas controller, like the older generations, so I can 
figure out how to reset this myself

Continued on page 31
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It looks like Happy Holidays are in store for all of the Zone 
4 members, if this month’s events are any indication. Join 
your fellow PCA members in celebration of the season, and 
have a safe and Happy New Year. A ‘heads up’ look at 2013 
is also given for your winter planning……………….Check your 
local region’s website and newsletter for the latest details 
on the many events close to you that are being planned for 
your enjoyment, and check the Zone 4 Website at http://
zone4.pca.org/ for other regions events, such as:
• A Tech Session on the M96/M97 engine presented by 

Northern Ohio Region is scheduled for December 1, 
2012 at 8:00 AM at Porsche of Beachwood, Beachwood, 
OH. RSVP to Tom Leigh at flat6@roadrunner.com or 
440-645-9250.

• The Mid-Ohio Region will sponsor their monthly “Trickle 
Charged Saturday” at Michael Shank Racing (2012 
Daytona Rolex 24 overall winner) in Pataskala, OH on 
December 1, 2012 from 10:00 AM until Noon. RSVP re-
quired to Jeff Brubaker at brubaker_jeff@hotmail.com 
or call 610-299-4443.

• OVR End of the Year Party, Brio Restaurant, Newport, KY 
on Sunday December 2, 2012 from 11:00 AM until 2:00 
PM. For details see the Website at http://ovrpca.org.

• MOR Holiday Party, Wedgewood Country Club, Powell, 
OH on Saturday December 8, 2012 at 6:00 PM. For 
details see the Newsletter or Website. RSVP to Gerhard 
Hillmann at morpcasocial@yahoo.com.

• WMR Annual Appetizer Party, hosted by region Presi-
dent John Walters and wife Marshall at their home in 
Shelbyville, MI on December 8, 2012 at 6:30 PM. Please 
RSVP to marshall.walters@towerswatson.com or call 
269-672-5055. 

• SEM Holiday Party at the Royal Park Hotel, Rochester, 
MI on Saturday December 8, 2012. Details are available 
on the Website.

• CIR Holiday Brunch on Sunday December 9, 2012 from 
11:00 AM until 2:00 PM. Location to be determined. For 
details see the Newsletter or Website 

• RSR “Jingle Bell Bash” Holiday Party, the Inn at St. 
John’s, Plymouth, MI on Saturday December 15, 2012 
at 6:00 PM. For details see the Newsletter or Website. 
Registration is through ClubRegistration.net.

• NOR Holiday Party, Cleveland Botanical Gardens, 11030 

E. Boulevard, Cleveland OH on Saturday December 
15, 2012 at 6:00 PM. For details see the Newsletter or 
Website.

Next Year (All dates are tentative):
• Zone 4 gathering at the North American International 

Auto Show, Cobo Hall, Detroit, MI on Saturday, January 
19, 2013. Special presentation at the Porsche Display. 
I will provide details in a December E-Blast to Zone 4 
members.

• The PCA National Winter Board Meeting will be held on 
Saturday, February 9, 2013 in Orlando, FL.

• The fourth annual Winter Concourse at Porsche of the 
Village, Cincinnati, OH is planned for Saturday evening, 
February 23, 2013. This is a PCNA event that is also sup-
ported by the PCA Ohio Valley Region- watch for details 
in their newsletter or website.

• The Zone 4 Presidents Meeting will take place at the 
Maumee Bay State Lodge near Toledo, OH on Saturday, 
March 2, 2013 for all of the Region Presidents and inter-
ested regional board members. 

• The Southeast Michigan Region will host their first 
Street Survival program for teen drivers in May, 2013. 
This is now a PCA national sponsored program and will 
be expanding throughout the Zone in the future.

• The 58th Annual Porsche Parade will be held in Zone 4 
this year, in Traverse City, MI on June 23-29, 2013. We 
are hoping for a large turnout of Zone 4 members to the 
first Parade in our Zone in 20 years. Put this event on 
your calendar and plan to attend, help out and have fun 
with PCA members from across the US and Canada. It 
will be a great time for all. Registration will open in mid-
March, 2013.

• The annual Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at Schenley 
Park, PA will be held on July 20 & 21, 2013. This is a 
week-long event with a great Concourse on Saturday, 
sponsored in part by the PCA Allegheny Region.

• The Grand Am will return to Zone 4 as part of the Brick-
yard 400 Weekend in Indianapolis, IN on Friday July 26 
2013. The Central Indiana PCA Region will again host a 
Porsche Car Corral for Porsche Owners.

• The annual P2O event returns to Granville, OH on July 
26-28, 2013, sponsored by the Mid-Ohio Region. Watch 
the P2O website for details.

By Ron Carr
PCA Zone 4 Representative

In the Zone
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Before We Hire you, Let’s Go for a Drive?

Driving a car is a complex task and, in traffic, especially so.  
I have written before about Driving Without Brakes (fo-
cused on situational awareness and defensive driving), and 
I remain convinced that driving with such an anticipatory 
approach is both kind to the car and to the people around, 
while still being fast and fuel efficient.  It is a constantly 
evolving problem-solving exercise.
 Employers are always trying to find better ways to 
evaluate potential employees before taking on the risk and 
expense of hiring them.  Usually the gut feel of a good fit, 
supported by a strong resume, good references and blind 
hope serve to support the job offer …and the hiring process 
is launched.  
 What worth might there be in exposing a job-candidate 
to a readily arranged and constantly evolving problem-solv-
ing exercise to see how he or she copes?  What if you could 
sit right next to the candidate, observe the same inputs he 
or she observes, witness in real time the judgments made, 
and compare these with your own responses.  What an 
insight into the candidate’s ways of processing informa-
tion and the decision making based on these inputs; you 
will see a dithering hesitation, a bad judgment, a problem 
anticipated and met with a move well-played, even the 
crunching consequence of a major error.  (And, along the 
way - if it is as important to you as it is to me  - you will 
quickly discover if the person is mechanically sympathetic?)

 You haven’t hired the person yet, but you have seen in 
plain sight precisely how they operate; how they respond 
to external stimuli, problem-solve, make the judgment and 
follow through with the appropriate action.  Perfect. 
 But “it depends how they were trained,” I hear you pro-
test, “this isn’t fair!”   I dispute this.  My father-in-law was 
fierce about maintaining his lane —“most accidents occur 
when people change lanes”—so he would never stray.  But 
his daughter does (change lanes, that is), and I do too*, 
because we look out the windshield and see that the lane 
we are now in is blocked up ahead and the adjacent lane is 
open.  We are dealing with what’s out there, and choose to 
deal with the situation rather than stay frozen within a rule 
for the sake of it.
 And that’s what I look for in my employee.  Be in the 
present; be open and respond to environmental inputs, big 
and small, from all directions; make good decisions, and be 
prepared to change these if the situation should change. 
 It seems to me that being driven in a car by a potential 
candidate gives an excellent  opportunity to get a perspec-
tive on how this person deals with life.

*  I liked him very much, but we disagreed about a lot of 
things.

An Englishman’s View
By Regular Contributor and RSR Member Jeremy Goddard
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Just what do all the initials in Porsche’s Corporate Names 
Mean Anyway?
While writing a story about the the 80th anniversary of 
Porsche Engineering I got to wondering about the alphabet 
soup that makes up all the various Porsche corporate enti-
ties (we all know that Porsche Acronyms are used readily in 
their marketing). I’m sure, that for a German business per-
son it’s probably second nature and they don’t even give 
them a second thought (similar to how we might see “LLC” 
or “Inc” following a company here in the US). However, as 
someone not familiar with all the various acronyms and 
abbreviations used in the German business world I decided 
to look it up and take a stab at identifying everything. 
Some of the abbreviations are quite obvious; others, not so 
much. Okay, I admit, the subject matter is a little dry, but 
it’s something I’ve been wondering about for a long time. 
Perhaps you were too.

Let’s start at the beginning

Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche Gesellschaft mit beschränkter 
Haftung, Konstruktion und Beratung für Motoren- und 
Fahrzeugbau. Yup, it’s a mouthful and the full name of 
the company founded by Ferdinand Porsche on April 25th 
1931. This company, let’s call it “Porsche Engineering” for 
short, is what eventually morphed into what we know 
today as Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG; or, if you want to make 
it easy on yourself, simply shorten that lengthy moniker to 
Porsche AG. Porsche AG is the main subsidiary of Porsche 
Automobil Holding SE (otherwise known as Porsche SE). 
Confused? Don’t worry, so is everyone else and we haven’t 
even brought VW into the picture yet. At some point in the 
future we’ll put together a post trying to explain the capital 
holding structure of Porsche (for those of you interested) 
but first I need to figure it out myself. For now, if you really 

want to make your head spin, take a look at this document. 
In the meantime, we’ll work on explaining all the acronyms 
for you below.

Back to the Alphabet Soup
Let’s see, we have:
▪ Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche
▪ Gesellschaft mit beschränkter Haftung (GmbH)
▪ Porsche AG
▪ Porsche SE
1. If there is an obvious one, I guess it’s the first. “Dr. Ing. 

h.c. F. Porsche” stands for “Doktor Ingenieur honoris 
causa Ferdinand Porsche.” If we take each piece it’s a 
bit easier to put it together. “Dr. Ing.” is an acronym 
for “Doktor Ingenieur” or what we know as a “Doctor 
of Engineering” (in other words, the equivalent of a 
Ph.D.). And “honoris causa” simply means an “honor-
ary degree” (Porsche was awarded his in 1917 by the 
Vienna University of Technology).    

2. “Gesellschaft mit beschränkter Haftung,” or “GmbH” 
for short, translates directly as a “Company (Gesell-
schaft) with (mit) Limited (beschränkter) Liability 
(Haftung).” We would know it as a “Limited Liability 
Company” or “LLC” here in the States.   

3. With regard to “Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche AG,” we’ve 
already explained the beginning and “Porsche” is self-
explanatory so let’s look at the “AG”. In 1972 Porsche 
went public and in 1973 “Porsche AG” was officially 
entered into the commercial register. “AG” is short for 
“Aktiengesellschaft” which is a German compound 
noun that literally translates to shares (Aktien) com-
pany (gesellschaft). In other words, it is a company 
limited by shares or owned by the shareholders.   

4. Last, but definitely not least, is “Porsche Automobil 
Holding SE.” In this instance, the “SE” is an acronym for 
the Latin term “Societas Europaea” which translates 
directly to “European Company.” An “SE” is a form of 
European Public Company governed by the rules of 
the Council Regulation on the Statute for a European 
Company of the European Union.

That’s it. You now know more about German business 
acronyms than you probably ever wanted to. However, you 
never know, this could very well be a trivia question in an 
upcoming Porsche related competition that just might win 
you a nice prize. Not to mention, if we ever do decipher 
Porsche’s complex corporate holding structure it will help 
in understanding how and why it is set up the way it is.

Porsche Corporate Names
By Pepper Girl at the Porsche Purist (PorschePurist.com)
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The longevity and progression of the 900 series Porsche, 
911s (originally called 901) through the 997 is one of the 
most remarkable occurrences in automotive history.  This 
flagship vehicle has lasted in its current form since 1965 
(the 1964 production cars were sold as a 1965 model year) 
until the present.  While the looks have morphed and 
the suspension has been modified and improved through 
modern technology, the original concept and layout has 
stayed the same.  The rear mounted, horizontally opposed 
six cylinder engine and the essential lines of the car have 
stood the test of time.  

The evolution of the fuel systems that fed these engines 
throughout its lifetime is one of the more interesting 
components because it reflects amazing technological 
progressions that I have been able to observe personally 
in my forty some years as a mechanic.  I intend to outline 
the basic fuel systems as they began on the very first 911s 
and how they have grown up with the rest of the car.  Fuel 
and engine management systems are perhaps the most 
significant technologies that have allowed the incredible 
horsepower eked out of these engines by the engineers 
and designers. 

The original 911, initially designated the 901, came with 
six individual single barrel Solex carburetors.  I have had 
the opportunity, or perhaps misfortune, to have actually 
worked on a couple of these.  This first attempt at fuel 
management was a bit over-complicated.  The concept 
seemed good on paper.  Rather like the dry sump engine, 
the specially designed intake manifolds had separate, large 
float bowls cast into the manifolds for each set of  three 
carbs on each side of the engine.  These two individual, 
remote float bowls were fed by one Bendix electric fuel 
pump.  Then, two separate mechanical fuel pumps drew 
fuel from these reservoirs and fed the six smaller fuel 
wells that were built into the body of the carburetors.  The 
mechanical pumps were designed with a bit of overkill so 
there would always be adequate supply to the fuel wells on 
the carbs themselves.  The excess fuel that the mechani-
cal pumps delivered spilled over into an enclosed trough 
that led back to the larger float chambers.  So now we 
have three fuel pumps and two separate float chambers 
to store the fuel for the six individual wells that were in 
each of the carburetors.  The two mechanical fuel pumps 
were mounted to the left cam housing cover (cylinders 
one through three) and were driven off the left camshaft 

securing nut.  This nut has a special ramp machined on the 
surface of it.  A push rod rides on this ramp which actu-
ates the diaphragms of the mechanical fuel pumps which 
then delivered the fuel.  With all these fuel pumps, floats, 
chambers and attending mechanisms, it’s no wonder that 
these systems were prone to difficulties.  Additionally, 
these early Solex carburetors also were known to have a 
pretty severe “flat spot” or hesitation at about 2500 rpm, 
which proved to be difficult to remedy at that time.  Later 
it was discovered that this flat spot could be fixed by using 
different jetting and emulsion tubes. Added to all this were 
throttle bushings and shafts that would wear out prema-
turely, so we can see why Porsche abandoned the Solexs 
for Webers in 1967.  Porsche actually offered a “special” 
deal for owners who wanted to upgrade from the Solex to 
the Webers in order to keep the peace within the owners 
of these early cars. 

Webers were and still are good carburetors.  There were 
some minor issues with the Webers, not least of which 
was that they were prone to fuel starvation under hard 
cornering.  This problem was often resolved by shaping 
and installing a little windage plate made of aluminum that 
you would be glued over the top of the main jets.  This 
rather crude but effective fix cured the problem by keeping 
enough fuel from sloshing away from the pickup of the 
main jet and preventing air from being induced into the 
fuel mixture at the bottom of the float chamber.  One had 
to be sure that the glue or cement used a would resist the 
effects of being exposed to fuel.  I’ve actually taken the top 
off of a set of Webers only to find these windage plates to 
have come loose and floating around in the float chambers.  
One can imagine what kind of problems could be caused 
by one of these aluminum plates if it were to lodge in a 
position that jammed the float:  A needle valve could be 
held in either an open or closed position, a permanently 
closed needle valve could shut off fuel to that float bowl 
altogether causing complete fuel starvation.  Or a perma-
nently open needle valve could flood the float chamber 
causing fuel to spill unmetered directly down into the 
intake manifold.  

Another issue that Weber Carburetors are sensitive to 
is fuel boiling in the float chambers after the engine is 
shut off.  This became a problem as the RVP (Reid Vapor 
Pressure) specifications for fuel became higher in the later 
years.  The RVP is a value given to the fuel’s volatility and 

911 Fuel System History (Part 1)
By RSR Vice-President and crack Porsche Mechanic Tim Pott
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its tendency to boil at even slightly higher temperatures.  
After the Porsche is shut off, the fuel in the float chambers 
can start to  boil, burping it up through the secondary 
venturis.  This can cause the fuel to siphon out of the float 
chambers into the throttle plate area. The raw fuel can 
seep by the throttle plates and down into the hot intake 
manifolds, potentially causing a fire or difficulty restarting 
as this raw fuel gets dropped into the combustion chamber.  
If enough raw fuel were to get into a combustion chamber 
the engine can simply hydrolock.  Fuel vapor and air are 
compressible, raw liquid fuel is not.  If a piston comes up 
on a compression stroke and the combustion chamber is 
filled with this raw fuel, it can’t compress it and will effec-
tively lock the engine until the spark plug is removed and 
the raw fuel is allowed to escape.  A simple fix for this is to 
drill additional holes in the top of the carb which allows for 
more effective venting and alleviates this problem.  PMO 
(Porsche Mail Order), which used to be a distributor for 
Webers and now makes its own carburetors, sold a fixture 
that allows for the proper drilling of these additional holes 
in the carb top.  These drill fixtures are available from vari-
ous sources now, including Baum Tools, Pelican Parts, etc.  
This drilling modification is a must when running Weber 
carbs on the currently available fuel with a high RVP.  

The 1970 and 1971 911T cars were fitted with Zenith three 
barrel carbs in lieu of the more expensive Webers.  The E 
and S models got a mechanical fuel injection system; more 
on that in a bit.  In my opinion, the Zenith carbs got a bit of 
a bad rap and so were often replaced by the more iconic 
Weber units whenever difficulties arose.  These Zeniths 
were fitted with some minor components that were early 
attempts at improving fuel emissions and economy.  The 
emissions devices on the Zeniths were quite simple and 
effective, they simply used a valve in the carburetor to 
reduce the rich overrun effect that all carbureted engines 
suffer. I personally can’t say that the Zeniths posed more 
problems tuning and repairing than the Webers carbs and 
I have found them to be reliable and effective, deliver-
ing good power and smooth transition from idle to heavy 
throttle applications.   The Webers were just so popular at 
the time that there was more support for them in terms of 
parts availability and tuning components such as different 
size venturis, emulsion tubes, jets and the like.  

Both the Webers and Zenith systems were supplied by a 
Hardi electric, low pressure fuel pump.  
Often these would be replaced by a less expensive generic 
pump if the Hardi component failed.  Often this “failure” 
was attributable to dirt or rust build up from lack of use 
and could be fixed simply by disassembling and cleaning 

the unit.  

Whatever carburetor you use, or decide to convert an 
engine to, it is imperative that they be tuned and jetted 
properly for each engine application, some of which may 
be non-stock.  Jetting, venturi size and emulsion tube 
configuration for factory provided engines are all speci-
fied in the workshop manuals and are, for the most part 
accurate and effective.  A down side to carburetion is that 
they do not adjust automatically to altitude, temperature 
and humidity changes.  This leads to inconsistent perfor-
mance as weather conditions change which can be mildly 
annoying.  Sometimes a tuner will tend to err on the rich 
side of the carb tuning spectrum in order to make the 
car driveable under a greater range of conditions, as a bit 
too much fuel won’t necessarily hurt performance at the 
warmer end of the operating spectrum.  True aficionados 
and race car drivers (or their mechanics) will often change 
jetting contingent upon ambient weather conditions in 
order to extract maximum horsepower and torque.  It is 
also extremely important to have the carburetors synchro-
nized properly once the correct jetting, emulsion tube and 
venturi selections have been made.  The synchronizing 
process can be written down and explained, but it is really 
a skill that needs to be acquired through repetition and 
experience.  While it isn’t rocket science, it takes a good 
ear and a significant amount of patience in order to get 
things right.  The carburetor linkage geometry also needs 
to be tweaked in order to assure that the carbs aren’t only 
synchronized at idle speed but throughout the entire range 
of the throttle travel.  Again, experience, patience and a 
few specialized pieces of equipment are the keys to success 
when tuning carbs.  

Weber carbs have ceased to be manufactured for some 
time now but can still be obtained in used form from any 
number of enthusiast websites or Ebay.  Beware when 
buying any used components and always assume that they 
will likely need to be refurbished to some extent.  Richard 
Parr, the owner of PMO, has designed and builds his very 
own carburetor (in two sizes) specifically for the Porsche 
911 engines and calls it simply the “PMO Carburetor”.  I 
have used these and can report that they are spectacular 
in every way.  Richard has spared no expense nor has he 
overlooked any detail in the building of this product.  Just 
one of the many improvements that he has made is the 
use of sealed ball bearings at the throttle shafts as opposed 
to bronze or even plastic bushings used on other carbs.  
Richard also has the knowledge base to get these working 

Continued on page 31 
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The “Olympics” of Racing

RSRs own Tim Pott and his son Nick are devoted fans of 
the SCCA National Runoffs.  They invited Al Wright and 
me to tag along to this year’s event at Elkhart Lakes’ Road 
America.   The 2012 Run Offs was the 49th running of 
this iconic event.   The races began as the American Road 
Race of Champions (ARRC) first run at Riverside Raceway 
in California in 1964.  The races alternated with Daytona, 
Florida until 1969.  In 1966 the winners of the ARRC were 
declared SCCA National Champions and in 1987 the ARRC 
became the SCCA Runoffs.  The Runoffs have moved from 
Road Atlanta, to Topeka, Kansas, to Mid Ohio and now to 
Road America.
 Many things make the Runoffs a unique event in racing.  
One is that it is an invitational open to the top amateur rac-
ers in every SCCA National class of racing.   Races are short 
and intense and packed into a one week format.  The races 
are an eclectic mix of race cars both old and new along 
with race drivers who bring their race cars back to the Run-
offs year after year, in some cases over a decade.  Side by 
side with the big budget teams with car haulers and crews 
of mechanics are the single car team with an open trailer 
and canopy with the wife for a crew.  Beginner racers have 
an equal chance for victory with the multi time champions 
that return every year.
 Such was the case this year with RSR’s own David 
Finch.   From RAETECH Engineering in Ann Arbor David has 
produced six SCCA National Championships from 1988 to 
2005, all in his 944.  David is also a winner of the Porsche 
Al Holbert Award, the SCCA Mark Donohue Award and the 

Presidents Cup.  This year David was making a comeback 
with the same 944 against a strong field of Porsche GT3 
Cup race cars.  But joining him at the front of the field were 
Doug Peterson in his Toyota Celica and Tom Patton in his 
Sunbeam Tiger.  The race was won by rookie Tom Wick-
ersham in a GT3 and David finished fourth just ahead of 

Patton’s Tiger.
 In contrast to David, the best funded team at the 
Runoffs had to belong to Scott Tucker.   Scott fielded race 
cars in three classes with a large tent erected to house his 
team and entertain his sponsors and friends.   Scott fielded 
a GT3 in the Grand Touring 2 class against David Finch, but 

dropped out of the race on the first lap after a collision.  
Before that race Scott won the Super Touring Over class 
in a 996 Twin Turbo.  The win was not easy as the car had 
to be extensively repaired after an engine failure also de-
stroyed the transmission case, driveshaft and all four axle 
shafts.   Scott came back to dominate the D Sports Racing 
class with a WEST WX10 powered by a Suzuki motorcycle 
engine.   Scott bought WEST race car manufacturing.  In 
the race Scott set a new race record for all SCCA classes at 
1 minute 58 seconds, the first sub two minute lap by an 
amateur.   Scott is also a contender in the America LeMans 
Series in the LeMans Prototype 2 class.   His Level 5 race 
team won that class in 2010 and 2011 and could three-peat 
again as champions.

Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Scott Tucker’s Suzuki powered WX10.

David Finch’s RAETECH Engineering Porsche 944

Tim Pott’s son Nick examines Scott Tucker’s twin turbo 996.

Continued on page 29 
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday,  November 6, 2012

Members & Visitor Present:  Tim Boertman, Rich Chang, 
Vigen Darian, Jennifer Glass, Mary and George Gilligan, 
Scott Harvey, Jon Heidorn,  Mary Ann and Dan Kantrow, 
Tom Krueger, John Kytasty, James Lang, Burghard Linn 
(Treasurer), Shabier Raffee, Gary Stellmach, Jim Thorton, 
Glenn Trapp (Membership), John Tree, and Beth Trollman.

Call to Order:  Rick Mammel called the meeting to order at 
7:17PM at Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth, MI.

Meeting Minutes:  The October meeting minutes were 
reviewed.  Motion: To approve October minutes passed 
unanimously.

President’s Report:  Rick would like to get more people 
signed up for the Holiday Party.  He asked Tom and Glenn 
to send out email blasts.  The deadline is November 28. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the October 
2012 Financial Report.  Motion: To approve October Finan-
cial Report passed unanimously.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any 
RSR Club member.  E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn 
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Insurance Report:  Jim Dowty reported that certificates are 
ready for the Holiday Party and Time with Tim Event.

Goodie Store:  Rick Mammel will be getting our file to the 
Northville Stitching Post.

Advertising Report:  Jim Christopher will be sending out 
the invoices to the advertisers.   Rick is working on sponsor-
ship of the parade DE.

Membership:  Glenn Trapp reported that we have 240 
members. We had 5 new members join this month. 

Track Report:  Grattan is the track for the Parade DE 

event.  Tom Bloom will try to contact David Murray.  David 
provides instruction during driver’s education events for 
both instructors and students. The board discussed the 
possibility of a second weekend DE at Gingerman.  Motion: 
To approve second weekend event passed unanimously.

Newsletter:  Newsletter deadline is November 25.  Mike 
suggested that we either get a volunteer to hande the 
mailing or pay extra for the printer to mail directly.  John 
Kytasty has volunteered to do the bulk mailing for the club.

Website:  No report.

Events Committee:  Dave Cooper gave an update on the 
following events.
• Dec 1:  RSR Video Night, hosted by Jim Dunham
• December 8:  Holiday Party: Jeremy Goddard has ar-

ranged John McCormick as a guest speaker. 
• May/2013:  Auburn Museum. – Matt Huber
• July 28th:  Concours d’Elegance at St. John’s will feature 

the 911 next year. 

New Business:
• Tom Bloom is looking to schedule guest speakers for the 

February and March board meetings.
• No January Meeting.

Meeting adjourned: 8:07p.m.  Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann 
Kantrow

Rick Mammel:  President........................................Present
Tim Pott:  Vice President ........................................Present
Tom Bloom .............................................................Present
Jim Christopher, Past President, Goody Store 
& Advertising ...........................................................Absent
Dave Cooper (Events Chair) ....................................Present 

Jim Dowty (Insurance Chair) ...................................Present
Jack Dunlap..............................................................Absent
Christian Maloof (Track Chair) ................................Present
Ron Pruette.............................................................Present
Al Wright.................................................................Present



26



27

Ultimate Speeds Secrets – A Book Review

I admit to being a bit of a collector of books about driving 
technique.  Besides searching for techniques that can im-
prove my own driving, I am always searching for that added 
value that I can bring to my driving students at our driving 
schools.   Famous drivers such as Jackie Stewart offer very 
insightful advice.  But I finally own the book about driving 
technique that has put all of the advice I have ever read 
about driving into one source.  Ultimate Speed Secrets, The 
complete guide to high-performance and race driving by 
Ross Bentley is the only book you need to answer any ques-
tion about driving.  Ross Bentley is an ex-racing driver with 
very impressive credentials, even though not as famous as 
some.  The difference with Ross is that he became a true 
student of the craft of driving; and after he ended his rac-
ing career he stepped over to driving coaching.  Ross wrote 
six Speed Secrets books.   He discovered that many of the 
students he coached would bring one of his Speed Secrets 
books to the track as a reference guide.  So he decided 
to put the best of all six books into one.  Ultimate Speed 
Secrets is 335 pages of fine print which just tells you how 
much detail he has packed into this book.  But rather than 
being laborious reading, the driving advice is delivered in 
plain English with a dash of humor and entertainment.  
You can’t read more than a few pages without recogniz-
ing some driving tip you have heard in a driving school at 
some time.  There are 53 chapters and they do not have to 
be read in sequence to learn a lot of valuable information.  

I skipped around various chapters before I settled down 
to read it cover to cover.  And I intend to read it again, 
and to use it as a reference guide when I come across a 
specific driving challenge.  Ross doesn’t just explain how to 
drive, but the reasons behind the theory.   He cites other 
reference books and studies to emphasize his points.   His 
techniques not only aid the beginning driver but also coach 
the experienced driver as well.  Some of the best advice is 
doled out in short phrases scattered through the chap-
ters.  He might summarize an entire chapter with one key 
thought such as “Challenge + Belief = Flow”.   When you 
read his advice you recognize that while there are natural 
driving talents there is also potential in every one of us to 
perform better and to get more out of our driving skills.  
He even offers practical advice to improve your driving 
away from the track.   And if you are a very experienced 
driver there is still a lot of useful advice to reveal things 
about your driving that you might not have recognized, and 
which could unlock even more performance in your driving.   
There are aspects in this book which are directed to the 
racing driver.  Even those offer some useful insight into the 
motivation of a racer.  But most of the book contains basic 
tips that will improve your driving skills and will enhance 
the reward of driving well on the track and off track.   For 
those people who enjoy driving on a track this is an invalu-
able resource.  If you have never driven on a track, this 
book will greatly enhance your learning experience at a 
driving school and will shorten the learning curve.  When 
you hear driving instruction you will be able to use this 
book to validate what you have been taught or to clarify 
how you can put that instruction to use.   If you are a driv-
ing instructor you owe it to your students to invest in this 
book and to take advantage of the coaching techniques 
Ross has developed.   I hope that every one of my students 
invests in this book and that they come to the track and 
challenge me to use these techniques to improve their 
driving.  I plan to challenge myself this year to apply many 
of these techniques to my own driving as well.

Tom Fielitz

A Christmas Gift Suggestion
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz
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CARS FOR SALE  

1997 Porsche Boxster:  red blk leather interior, 2.5L 5- 
speed manual trans, 103,000 miles,  2 sets of turbo wheels, 
3 sets of tires, 3 owner car, all maintenance records. 
ROW springs that lower car 1 inch.  Brey Krause roll bar 
extension with 6 point seat belts.  Great road and DE car. 
$10,500.  Contact Gary Egbert at 734-765-0408 (11/12)

2002 Porsche 911 C2:   Polar Silver with Metropolitian Blue 
Interior.  Tiptronic Turbo S transmission.  3.6L 320 HP.  18” 
Turbo Alloy wheels.  Rear tires have about 5000 miles on 
them.  Driver and Passenger Seats are power with lumbar 
support.  Full leather.  Very clean, runs excellent. Non-
smoker.  90K miles mostly highway.  Litronic Headlights, 
power sunroof, three spoke steering wheel.   No issues.  
One of the nicest 996’s available. Contact Michael Pillay at 
810-635-7767 or at pillayyu@gmail.com (10/12)

1987 Porsche 911:  88,000 miles. Guards Red with Black 
Leather interior.  Factory whale tail and front spoiler. 
Excellent condition, no snow, no smokers. Radar detec-
tor.  Maintained the last 22 years by Tim Pott at Rennstatt.  
$25,500.00. Contact Tim Pott 734 972 7194 or Bob Helber 
(owner) 734 649 9550.  (10/12)

OTHER ITEMS

16” Dunlop Performance Winter Tires & Elbrus Rims:  
Dunlop SP Winter Sport 3D 
Performance Winter tires 
are for sports cars, coupes 
and sedans with OEM 
low profile tires on large 
diameter alloy wheels. 
Tires are mounted on 16” 
Elbrus, 5-Spoke 102 Silver 
Machined, one-piece; cast 

rims w/ice coating.  Used on 
BMW 128i for two winters.  8-9/32” tread left.  $600.  Con-
tact Michael Kimber 248-310-2184 or mkimber@comcast.
net (12/12)

CCW - C10 18” forged wheels:   Purchased last year and 
used for 2 seasons are a set of Complete Custom Wheels 
(CCW) style C10 with black anodized finish.  Very light 

weight and all in good condi-
tion, run straight and true.  
9x18-50 and 12x18-50 used on 
a 2007 GT3RS.  Will fit 997 wide 
body and 996 wide body with 
1/4” spacer on rear.  $2,000  
Call Tom Krueger at 313-570-
2223 or thomasjkrueger@
gmail.com (12/12)

For sale: 3 sets of new Pirelli Racing Slicks: 235 x 19 & 
295 x 19. 1 set is $1,500, 2 sets are $2,600 and 3 sets are 
$4,000. Tom Green, (w) 734-429-5958, (c) 734-417-0030. 
Saline, MI. (12/12)

OEM GT3 Seats:  excellent condition w/ slide rails, removed 

from 2007 GT3RS I believe they will fit 996, 997 and 
Caymans, $4,000 new, $2,000.  Call Tom Krueger 313-570-
2223 or thomasjkrueger@gmail.com (12/12)

Schroth Profi II HANS 6pt Belts: Brand new in black with 
snap-in attachments (valid until 2017). I purchased these 
and then went with the Hybrid II HANS 6pt instead.  
$600 for both (save $120 compared to cheapest price 
I’ve found). Contact: Rich Chang (rpcpublic@gmail.com) 
(10/12)

20 Gallon Parts Cleaner with 3X5 Gallon Cleaning Solution - 
FREE.  Oil Change Collection Container for a car lift - FREE.  
Contact James Lang at 513-315-3359 Saline, MI (10/12)

Items for sale:  944 turbo exhaust system (Borla) used less 
than 100 miles, T304 stainless steel, A1 condition, $800 
new, $500 or best offer.  Bray Kraus strut brace, $250 new, 
$175 or best offer.  Call between 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
daily at 248-967-0173.  If no answer feel free to call my cell 
at 248-219-9945 or e-mail: cjones1030@aol.com (09/12)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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944 turbo  track rims and tires:  OZ Racing Fittipaldi 3 piece 
rims. and Toyo RA1 proxies tires.  Two ,16-8.5 with 225-
50ZR16 and  Two, 16-9.5 with 255-50ZR16.  Tires still have 
about  at least a dozen track days left on them.  Contact 
Stephen Howorth at sjhoworth@cogeco.ca or 519-996-
8708 (09/12) 

944T DE and Racing  Upgrade Parts.  Recaro Seats,  
944  seat mounts,  5-way  belts,  roll bar, Big Red front 
calipers, and rotors  with mounts and proportioning valve.  
Innovative  wide-band  O2  sensor and guage,  data logger,  
two gauge,  A-post  pod.   Stephen Howorth at  sjhoworth 
@cogeco.ca  519-996-8708  (03/12)

SPECIALTY CAR STORAGE: INSIDE CLIMATE CONTROLLED.
Ann Arbor near the Ann Arbor Motor Mall, secure, clean, 
easy access, including air conditioning and heating, $100.00 
per month.  Please contact Ed Goldman at 
517-927-1456 (cell) or goldmaned@gmail.com (08/11)

STORAGE FOR RENT:  Heated, secured museum-like garage.  
$100.00/month  Call Clem at (810) 636-2840. (09/11) 

 One of the things that excite Tim and Nick are all of 
the Michigan racers that they know at the Runoffs.  John 
Heinricy from Clarkston was back to defend his numerous 
championships with a Firebird.    Jason Beyers from Livonia 
won the Formula Atlantic class.  Lew Cooper form Grosse 
Pointe was second in Formula Ford.  Paul Young from 
Commerce Township was third in Grand Touring 3.  John 
Buttermore from Wixom won his second Touring 1 class 
championship in his Corvette Grand Sport.  Rob Huffmaster 
from Clarkston won Super Touring Light in a Solstice GXP.  
In the same race was his dad Ray, who won the Super Tour-
ing Under class on the last lap in his Mazda RX8.  It was 
very unique to see two champions from the same family 
crowned in the same race.
 These racers may not receive the accolades of profes-
sional series champions but their achievements are equally 
heroic and represent racing in its purest form.
 

Tom Fielitz

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please 
contact Mike O’Rear at  morear734@gmail.com (Put 
“Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line).  Non-mem-
bers will be charged $5.00/quarter.  Ads more than 
six months old may be removed unless resubmitted.

Interior of Scott Tucker’s cash challenged 996.

SCCA Racing from page 23

WANTED??  Looking for anything 
Porsche-ish.  

Submit a “wanted ad” for the next 
issue.
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275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.



31

for you in very short order, typically shipping them with the 
precise jetting and other settings to work perfectly right out 
of the box.  Many race engine builders I have spoken with 
actually prefer them to much more expensive fuel injection 
systems as they tend to have slightly better dyno numbers 
at the higher rpm range in race engines.  PMO also has also 
developed a fuel injection system using individual throttle 
bodies, however this is not a product I have had any expo-
sure to yet. 

Often times Porsche owners will convert from an emis-
sions-laden car (read early and even sometimes later 
fuel injected engines) to carburetors in order to achieve 
horsepower increases.  The carburetor conversion is also 
nicely enhanced if the exhaust system is replaced with 
a header system such as made by SSI.  One should also 
consider having their ignition distributor curved properly 
to match the performance of a carbureted engine.  While 
all of these upgrades are viable and can result in significant 
horsepower gains, one needs to consider the fact that it 
is a huge violation of current vehicle emission standards 
should the car be driven on public streets.  While the State 
of Michigan has never been very active in enforcing these 
emissions laws, other states are considerably less tolerant, 
with California being the least tolerant.  If you as an owner 
decide to go down the road of converting to carburetors, I 
would advise that you at least keep your old equipment on 
hand and intact should you need to reverse the conversion 
process.  Purchasing an emissions compliant system down 
the road could be extremely cost prohibitive.  I should also 
mention that the penalties for anyone, not just me, but 
any owner as well, are severe.  The last time I checked, 
penalties included ten years in the slammer and $10,000 
for tampering with emission control devices.  Now, I have 
never even heard of anyone being caught or penalized for 
emission tampering in Michigan, but it needs to be stated 
regardless.  

This is the first installment of Porsche 911 series fuel 
systems.  The next part will delve into early to current fuel 
management systems.  

 I learned that my 23-year-old Porsche 944 Turbo can be 
a good daily driver. Okay, I need to get the air conditioner 
fixed, but otherwise it’s been pretty good this hot summer. 
And sure it doesn’t have a cup holder, but we’re spoiled 
because American car companies have led the world in 
cup holder technology for years now. Germans have been 
especially lax in this area. I can’t believe that they don’t 
see the merit of being able to sip a Big Gulp while cruising 
down the autobahn at 200+ km/h. How can you do it safely 
without cup holders?
 And finally, I learned that I really like my cars a lot, 
whether I’m missing them, or driving them daily.

[Update 2012-08-12] Crap. Never mind. Another check en-
gine light (P2440 Secondary Air Injection System Switching 
Valve Stuck Open Bank1). Breathe in.... and out... ommm... 
ommm...

[Update 2012-08-13] The diagnostic trouble code (DTC) 
was no issue. It’s related to emissions, so of course I took 
it to the dealership to make sure I wasn’t releasing extra 
hydrocarbons (it’s part of the contract you sign when buy-
ing a Subaru. I also have to hug trees). So although I could 
simply reset the DTC or remove the air pump completely, I 
would never do anything that would tamper with my car’s 
emissions. I would never mask this fault out so it never ap-
pears again. I love my government. (My car does not have 
heated seats so I have to cover my butt as well as I can.)

My sister sent me the appropriate passage from the Book 
of Subaru:
Engines 11:18 “You must do a Subaru dance to appease 
the engine spirits that have been displaced because of 
the engine swap. You must anoint yourself with Mobil 1 
and shampoo with antifreeze. Then you must find an old 
Subaru intercooler to offer as a burnt sacrifice.”
At least this DTC does not involve chicken sacrifices. I hate 
those.

Mr. Eman

Subaru/Porsche from page 15 Fuel Systems from page 19
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