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Traction Control
By Rick Mammel, RSR President
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Forget about the digitization of
the automobile changing our
lives. I will take a DVR over a
DME any day. I can still have
a car function on carburetors
and points and condensers
but there is no way I could
function without a DVR. This
miracle of the digital age is like
an engine management system
for automotive based TV programming. As the outside
automotive activity decreases this time of year it leaves me
more time for vicarious living via the global cable feeds.
There are some domestic programs too, but not as much
there that piques my interest. So, I thought I’d do, a David
Letterman type, top ten of my favorite shows.
10. “Car Crazy” on Speed. This has the feel of an
infomercial disguised as a car guy show. There is
a good chance that host Barry will visit with an
automotive icon or interesting event/museum.
9. “Top Gear” UK on Speed. Only watch these “Tossers”
for the hot laps with the Stig and “The Star in the
Reasonably Priced Car.” The US franchised version
would be somewhere around 45th on the list, right
after “Housewives of Atlanta.”
8. “American Pickers” on the History Channel. This is
sort of reality TV with staged scenes, BUT WOW what
a chance to see some great automobilia, unusual
historic items, and real life characters .
7. “How It’s Made” on the Science Channel. Who doesn’t
love seeing how the things that make our modern life
convenient, and for that matter possible, are produced.
6. “Modern Marvels” on the History Chanel. This show
is very similar to “How It’s Made” but with a more
detailed exploration of each subject. Anything on
materials or transportation is an extra bonus.
5. “Chasing Classic Cars” on Velocity Channel. Host Wayne
Carini is OK at presenting and certainly connected to
the inner circle of European cars, their restoration,
Concours d’Elegances and auctions. It provides a good
chance to see some great machinery, never seen rides
and some rare “barn finds.”
4. “Wind Tunnel with Dave Despain” on Speed. This
weekly motorsports “talk” show is hosted by Dave
Despain who has been around forever in motorsports
media and does a terrific job of delivering information
on all things racing. The motorsport community will

be forever thankful of his biography style interview
with two great Icons that are sadly no longer with us
-- Carroll Shelby and Chris Economaki.
3. “Formula One” on Speed. Like them or not there is
no disputing F1 cars are the epitome of all things
mechanical and certainly top all things automotive. The
racing gets boring with a lot of follow the leader, but
as one of the best announcing crews ever assembled,
the Speed broadcasters inform and entertain and limit
boredom. I have watched the UK group and they just
don’t cut it compared to US hosts, Hobbs, Machett and
Varsha. The sad part is that Speed lost the rights to
broadcast Formula 1 in the USA. Just as the interest in
F1 is back in the US with races in Texas and New Jersey
in 2014, we will have to depend on NBC for coverage.
Please hire the Speed Team!!!
2. “Fifth Gear” on the Velocity Channel. Fifth Gear uses
real race drivers and all around gearheads to present
a show that is truly about the cars. No gimmicks
and no treks around the world in an appliance type
vehicle. Just an hour of automotive related viewing.
Tiff Needell must have stock in several tire companies
and is the “Driftmaster” of the UK. Jason Plato is a
two-time British Touring Car Champion and Vicki Butler
Henderson also has plenty of racing seat time and
along with Tiff is an ex-Top Gear Host.
1. “Australian Super Cars” on Speed. Blend CanAm, IMSA
and TransAm racing and come up with a formula that
keeps the cars on a level playing field, and let them
go – that is the formula behind “Australian Super Cars.”
Add British and German Touring Cars, and you have
the world’s best “production” based sedan racing. It’s
kind of like NASCAR but with more bumping and racing
so that you just can’t look away. If you have never
watched this form of racing, seek it out.
There are plenty of other shows that might top this list but
they are limited series and one-offs. “Renaissance Man
is one of the best in this category. Alain DeCadient gets
deep into car marques as well as icons like the Rolls Royce
Merlin engine. The purpose of my “Top 10” is really to
segue into some thoughts that were dispensed in the latest
episode of “Fifth Gear.” One segment was Tiff Needell
trying to match a GT3’s lap time with a new 991 Carrera.
Porsche touted the 991 as capable of that task with all its
improvements. While driving the 991, however, Tiff came
up 3 seconds short of the 993, which in the big picture is
very remarkable for a comfortable street car verses the

track tuned monster that is a GT3. The most interesting
portion of the show was determining which modifications
give the biggest gains in lap times. They included changes
to exhausts, engine management systems, tires and driver
education. They ran the car with each modification, then
removed it and installed the next upgrade. Better tires
brought in the second best improvement. But which one
got them the fast lap -- driver education/improvement.
The driver certainly had enough knowledge to get the car
around the track, but after some extra tutelage from a pro
race driver, she had the biggest improvement in lap times
with the stock set up vehicle, better than more horsepower
or better tires. The lesson here is if you have not been
attending our Drivers’ Education Events you should plan
to try our Novice Day in May 2013. It’s the cheapest
improvement you can give your car and yourself. As Seen
On TV -- so it must be true !!!
For some, the weather did not cooperate for this year’s
RSR Color Tour, but honestly there were only a couple of
heavy downpours that kept wipers on full time. As with all
the events they organize this was another example of how
Stewart and Sally Free put together a drive. Great route
with well timed stops. The private area at the restaurant
allowed for plenty of opportunity to mingle with fellow
members. It was great to see members from Maumee

Valley joining us, terrific to see our two clubs continuing to
attend each others events. If you passed on the Color Tour
this year keep it in mind for next year’s calendar.
The first installment of Time with Tim went off with a
great turn out and (as always) an overwhelming amount
of technical information was dispensed. That being said,
I am not sure what comes in second, the huge variety of
food Tim laid out or the chance to bench race with all
your buddies on a Saturday morning. Even if you could
care less about how your car’s systems function, come
for the Rennstatt Racing Continental Breakfast and some
BS time with fellow members. The technical knowledge
gleaned will be an added perk. Time with Tim occurs the
third Saturday of the month but note that due to conflicts
with Thanksgiving and Christmas the next gathering will be
January 19, 2013.
Besides seeing your faces at the regular Membership
Meetings I also hope to see them at the December 8th.
Jingle Bell Bash. Dianne Kimber and Lynda Mammel have
been working hard to make this the premier event of
the year. Registration is at Clubregistration.net. To assist
in planning, please sign up as soon as possible. If you
experience any problems with signing up please feel free to
contact Tom Krueger or myself.
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RSR Calendar of Events
November 6 (Tues.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth
December 1 (Sat.): RSR Movie Night (see ad on page 5)

December 8 (Sat): RSR Holiday/DE Wrap-up/Charter
Member Party -- Inn at St. Johns, Plymouth, MI (see
ad on page 7)

December 4 (Tues.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM -- Karl’s
Cabin, Plymouth

A confirmed car guy since learning to drive a Mini in his native England, John McCormick has
been covering the auto industry in Detroit for two decades. When he’s not attending new
vehicle launches and industry events, John exercises the Porsche 911 Carrera 4S and Ducati
749S he keeps in his garage.
John worked for Britain’s prestigious CAR magazine before joining AutoWeek and subsequently Ward’s Auto World in Detroit. Today John is one of the leading US-based international automotive writers, contributing to publications in every major market around the
world. He is on the juries of several annual automotive awards including the World Car of
the Year.
Favorite car: Lamborghini Gallardo.
Favorite weekend pursuit #1: Track day on the Ducati.
Favorite weekend pursuit #2: As a private pilot, enjoys rides in friend’s military jets.
Favorite websites: www.bbcnews.com, www.autosport.com, www.speedtv.com, www.sniffpetrol.com.

Free Name Badges
Attention New Members!! Attend a Rally
Sport Region Event and you are eligible to
receive club name badges for you and your
associate member. If you’ve attended an
event but not received your badges contact
Glenn Trapp at gtrapper@gmail.com
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First
Last

	
  
The	
  Rally	
  Sport	
  Region	
  Holiday	
  Party	
  
	
  
Come	
  meet	
  your	
  fellow	
  Porsche	
  owners	
  and	
  celebrate	
  the	
  season	
  
at	
  the	
  

Jingle Bell Bash
	
  

Saturday,	
  December	
  8	
  
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
8 p.m.

	
  

Hors d’oeuvres and cash bar
Delicious Buffet Dinner
Entertainment

$50	
  per	
  person	
  
Includes	
  hors	
  d’oeuvres,	
  dinner,	
  entertainment,	
  prizes	
  and	
  holiday	
  cheer!	
  

Sign-‐up	
  on	
  http://clubregistration.net/	
  

	
  
Inn	
  at	
  St.	
  Johns	
  
44045	
  Five	
  Mile	
  Road	
  
Plymouth,	
  Michigan
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Now Located At:
ArborMotion
669 State Circle
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Email: tcpott@gmail.com
(Continued on Page 27)
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Membership
Current Membership 409*
New Members
Theo Nittis
Bloomfield Hills, MI
2001 Gray Boxster

Chuck Palfi & Jane
Clawson-Palfi
Belleville, MI
2013 Aqua Blue Boxster

John & Diane Thomson
Dexter, MI
2013 Blue Boxster S

Member Anniversaries
John Horner....................................................... 39
Dave Winston.................................................... 31
Stephen Park..................................................... 29
Carl Morganti..................................................... 18
John Regan........................................................ 17
Mark Schettenhelm........................................... 15
Timothy Shinn................................................... 15
Greg Steen......................................................... 14
Chuck Freitas..................................................... 12

Pat Jeski............................................................. 11
Bill Damon......................................................... 10
Daniel Wallace................................................... 10
Matt Malec......................................................... 7
Tim Norman....................................................... 7
Pat Paul............................................................... 5
Christian Machado............................................. 3
Jihn Han.............................................................. 2
Robert Trybulec.................................................. 2
* Includes 233 Primary Members

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. .
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-2277854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen
PO Box 6400
Columbia, MD 21046
and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama
and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with
PCA national.
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Fall Color Tour -- The Bridges of Ingham County
Story by Member Stewart Free with photos by Stewart & Sally Free, Al Utter & Dave & Nora Cooper

About 50 people arrived for our Annual Color Tour from as
far away as Traverse City, Rochester, Detroit, Lansing, and
Ohio. Porsche regions represented included Maumee Valley, Motor-Stadt, and Rally Sport. An all-day rain just added
another dimension to the day. Claire Utter and Sally Free
welcomed every individual (and ensured they signed our
insurance waivers). Al Utter, Dave Cooper, and Glenn Trapp
took a lot of photos (see the complete album at http://rsp.
pca.org ).
Our theme of “The Bridges of Ingham County” was a bit
contrived, but took us to some new roads and scenery. We
saw 7 historic bridges that were built from 1918 to 1956.
The group wound its way through Livingston and Ingham
counties for about an hour an a half before arriving in Ma-

Charter members Rosemary & Vigen Darian didn’t let
a little dampness keep them away from the color tour.

Editor Mike O’Rear greets John & Cheryl in front of their 2002
Speed Yellow 911 Cabriolet. This was one of their first RSR
drives.
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son for our rest/snack stop. People visited a gourmet deli,
restaurant, bookstore, and a microbrewery. They enjoyed
the sandwiches, pastries, ice cream, exotic coffees/teas, or
beer. Mainly, it was an opportunity to chat with old friends
and make some new friends.
We then drove south and east for another hour and a
half to our dinner destination at the Zukey Lake Tavern in
Pinckney. A separate room was set up for our large group.
The Tavern printed a special Rally Sport menu for us including steak, chicken, pasta, seafood, and several desserts.
The conversations indicated that everyone enjoyed the
roads/bridges, scenery, food, and camaraderie. We want
to thank everyone for celebrating the fall colors with us on
such a rainy day. More people means more fun.

Hostess Sally Free and Clair Utter make sure that Keith
Geasland signs the necessayry waivers.

Keith Geasland’s beautifully detailed 1981 911SC engine.

It didn’t rain all of the time.

Phil & Sarah Kingham brought their kids -- see a 911 is a
family car.

Damp, but still beautiful fall foilage.

Tom Isley and other members joining us from the Maumee
Valley Region listened to Stewart Free’s route instructions.

Hosts Stewart and Sally Free get to bask in
the glory of another well organized event
The Zukey Lake Tavern allowed President A pleasent surprise -- Kathy and Ken Knight, RSR
with a beautiful route and great meal venue Rick Mammel to again practice “Bench
Members living in Tennessee were able to join
at the Zukey Lake Tavern.
Racing.”
the group for dinner at the Zukey Lake Tavern.
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Rally Sport Region Elections
Two positions on the board are up for election this year.
Any Club Member and Family-active Member with a current PCA Membership identification number may vote.
Please return your ballot by using one of the following
methods:
• Snail Mail (Postmarked by 11/30/2012) to:
Mary Ann Kantrow
5557 North Territorial Rd
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
• Email (by 12/3/2012) to:
secretary@rsrpca.org
• Deliver In person at the General Meeting on 12/4/12
For Your Vote to Count:
• Club Members must sign their paper ballots (whether
delivered by mail or in person) and list their PCA Membership identification number on the ballot.
• Club Members who vote electronically do not have to
sign their ballots, but must include their PCA Membership identification number with their electronic ballot.
The Candidates are:
Jim Dowty
Though I was born in Fort Wayne, IN, I consider myself
a Michigander since I have lived here for 29 years. My
parents moved to Ann Arbor in 1974 and I graduated from
Pioneer High School in 1983. I fell in love with VW’s in high
school and 911’s with the return of the Cabriolet that same
year.
After moving away to Dallas in 95, I purchased my Black
on Black 1983 911SC Cab in 2001 and joined the PCA Maverick region in 2002.
My wife Helen, myself and our 2 daughters, Sophia (13)
and Lexi (16), returned to Michigan in 2004 to be closer
to family and raise our kids in an environment where the
schools are safer, the air is cleaner and you can see the
stars at night.
I transferred to the Rally Sport Region and have met
many wonderful people who share my passion for Porsche
cars.
I have served on the board for two years and enjoy
participating in the discussions about our region’s events
and membership. I hope to continue serving the club and
making even more PCA friends.
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John Kytasty
I was born and raised and currently live in Livonia. Since an
early age, I’ve been fascinated by mechanical things, especially those with engines. This naturally led me down the
path to an education in engineering. When I finally got to
Lawrence tech and had to make a decision as to what field,
I choose Civil engineering, although to this day, I’m not
quite sure why. In any case, after working a few months in
a construction engineering company, I realized that wasn’t
for me. I went over to Altair Engineering in Troy, and ever
since have been playing with software making finite element computer models and optimizing all kinds of stuff,
from airplanes to weapons to the waste depository that’s
supposed to be built under Yucca Mountain, as well as cars.
I had always wanted a Porsche, so I started halfheartedly
looking now that I had a decent job and could afford one.
Although I thought I wanted a mid-80’s 911 SC, an old 944
appeared in my garage. A friend and fellow Porsche owner
convinced me to take my car out for a track day up near
Toronto. I had no idea what I was getting myself into or
what to expect, but of course I was hooked.
I joined the PCA in 2005, and started doing the DE
events at Waterford. With the coaching of our great instructors, I steadily moved up through the ranks, advancing
my skills and mastering the capabilities of my old 944. In
2006 I jumped on a chance to pick up a 968 which I track
and drive as often as I can.
I have been attending the board meetings pretty regularly the past year or two, mostly just to know what’s going
on with the club, meet everybody, and hear some of the
great guest speakers we’ve had recently. I’d like to become
a board member so I can serve the club in an official
capacity, because I truly enjoy what this club offers and the
company of like-minded people.

Complete Ballot on facing page.

2012 Election Ballot
Candidates for the Board (Vote for no more than two)
Member

Active Family Member

Jim Dowty

________

________

John Kytasty

________

________

Write In:
Member:

________________________

________________________			

PCA Member’s Number: ____________________________
Signature: ____________________________
PCA Family Member’s Number: ____________________________
Signature: ____________________________

Reminder: The ballot must be signed or your votes will not count.

Time With Tim
Story by Editor Mike O’Rear with photos by Glenn Trapp

Time With Tim resumed after a summer hiatus. This time
the topic was Porsche suspensions. As you can see Tim
again had a good turnout. He should, just for the great
breakfast that is included and complementary.
Al Utter, retired shock absorber engineer was able to
add design and manufacturing expertise to this discussion,
again reminding all of the vast resources available within
our club.
Due to the holidays the next Time With Tim will be held
on Saturday, January 19th. See you there.

Tim explains corner
balancing equipment
and alignment and
corner balancing
techniques. -->
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(Boxster -- from Page 23)
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(Continued on Page 27)

Proper Storage of Your Porsche

Story by Duane Smith and photos by Scott Ishler, members of the Allegheny Region - PCA and courtesy of the Rundschau, the newsletter of the Allegheny Region.

It is getting to that time of the year when we start thinking
about putting our toys away for winter. Here are some suggestions for doing so properly:
A question I get asked from time to time is: “Should I
change my oil before I put my car away or when I get it out
in spring?” I recommend putting any vehicle away with
fresh oil. Changing your oil before storage ensures you get
contaminates out which would otherwise likely be covering
your critical engine components such as crankshaft and
bearings during extended periods of non-use. It is also
one less thing you have to worry about after a long winter
when the weather breaks and you want to start driving
your baby again.
My next suggestion would be to thoroughly wash and
put a good coat of wax on your car. Start by washing the
car then prepping the paint for wax by clay barring the
exterior paint. The clay bar process strips any old wax plus
it removes any contaminates on the surface of your paint.
Make sure to follow up with a good coat of your favorite
wax.
Now we want to protect our tires. It is best to clean
the tires really well. We want to remove any kind of tire
shine as most products contain chemicals which extract the
agents in your tires designed to prevent dry rot. Movement from rotation and heat which occurs while driving on
your tires helps to keep them healthy and ply-able. Driving
on your tires helps counter-act tire shine chemicals from
drying out the rubber making up your tires.
After cleaning your car, wheels, tires, and waxing it; take it
for a final drive. Drive at least 15 miles to get the engine
up to operating temperature. This also ensures we get any
excess water out from the cleaning process. Towards the
end of your drive, stop at a gas station and fill up to help
prevent condensation from forming in your gas tank. Buy
a bottle of gas stabilizer and add it to your tank when you
return home.
Once the tires are clean we want to pump up the pressure to 50psi. Over inflating tires decreases the size of
contact patch and helps minimize flat spotting (from not

being driven). I also recommend during storage to push
the car forward or back an inch every other week. Doing
so also helps to prevent flat spots.
Porsche strongly recommends NOT starting your car unless it is going to be driven at least 15 miles. Starting your
car and just letting it idle creates condensation inside the
engine. It takes at least 15 miles of driving to get enough
heat into the engine to burn off that condensation. So if
you do not plan to drive your car do not start it. Otherwise
you will be doing more harm than good as the condensation will just be sitting in your engine. Not good.
Now that you have your tires inflated to 50psi, move
your car into its storage location in your garage. Do one
final wipe down with a damp chamois or California Duster.
Next, plug in a Porsche Battery Maintainer. There are many
different kinds of battery maintainers out there but I have
found Porsche ones work best. Aside from being extremely
simple to use, they plug into the cigarette lighter socket
and have a long thin cord which fits between the door and
door seal (so you do not have to leave a window down).
Then plug the maintainer into a wall outlet and it will turn
on and off as needed. Just set it and forget it.
Finally put a cover on your car and she is ready for
hibernation!
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In the Zone
By Ron Carr
PCA Zone 4 Representative

The fall colors are behind us for another year, so now our
attention turns to “Friends and Food”, according to the
events listed for this month’s newsletters and websites.
Also, most important, are the elections and selections of
your Regions officers and chairpersons for the coming year.
Please consider volunteering to help out your Club- you
will get back much more than you put in!! It’s that great of
an organization, and they need your help. Check your local
region’s website and newsletter for the latest details on the
many events close to you that are being planned for your
enjoyment, and check the Zone 4 Website at http://zone4.
pca.org/ for other regions events, such as:
• Check out a local Cars & Coffee event!!! They occur on
a regular basis throughout the country on weekend
mornings. No reservations or commitment requiredjust clean up the car and drive it over. The following
regions are planning to participate:
• Maumee Valley Region- November 11th at 9:30 AM,
Tim Horton’s on Central Avenue.
• Other regions check the local websites for details and
schedules.
• The Maumee Valley Region will hold the final Zone 4
Driver’s Education Event of the season at the Mid-Ohio
Sports Car Course in Lexington, OH on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, November 2th-4thth. Friday is an Advanced
Lapping Day- if you would like to participate on Friday,
you must first contact either Tony Calabrese or Craig
Zenil to be approved. Registration is through www.
clubregistration.net.
• The Northern Ohio Region hosts a Tech Session at Steinel’s Autowerks in Twinsburg, OH on November 10th.
It will discuss preparations for either storing or driving
your Porsche through the winter in Zone 4 weather.
RSVP is required to Tom Leigh at flat6@roadrunner.com
or 440-645-9250. See the region website or newsletter
for details.
• Western Michigan Region will have their monthly Dinner “Drive” to the Ju Sushi and Lounge in Grand Rapids,
MI on Wednesday, November 14th. Please RSVP by
Monday 11/11/12 to Amber Door at Amdoor242@aol.
com or call 616 340-0971.
• Allegheny Region hosts their annual Porsche Prom at
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the Wildwood Golf Club in Allison Park, PA on November 17th. This dress-up affaire kicks off the holiday
season. Registration is at Motorsportsreg.com.
• Central Indiana Region also is having their Annual
Banquet on November 17th at Dawson’s in Speedway,
IN. See their website for more details and registration
information.
• The Mid-Ohio Region will host an Advanced Tech Session in Plain City, OH on November 17th. The session
will cover paint surface correction. Additional information is in the region newsletter or at their website.
• The Northern Ohio Region will host their Annual Meeting and Social at Stoddard NLA-LLC in Highland Heights,
OH on November 17th. Pot Luck dinner and bring a donation to the Cleveland Food Bank. RSVP to Diane Baus
at dianebaus@roadrunner.com. See the region website
or newsletter for details.
And last but not least- Save the Date- The annual Zone 4
trek to the North American International Auto Show at
Cobo Hall, Detroit, MI is currently planned to be Public
Opening Day January 19th, 2013, but this date has not
been confirmed with PCNA or PAG. I will have more details
in the December issue.

An Englishman’s View
By Regular Contributor and RSR Member Jeremy Goddard

Learning
In my early career in the automotive industry, I spent some
months talking regularly with high school kids about how
to get the most out of a car; the excuse was Maximizing
Fuel Economy.
We would start by the driver’s relationship with The Car.
How the controls are handled: steering, accelerator, brake,
clutch, gearshift. Be smooth with them all, and everyone
about you will thank you for it. A nodding head doesn’t
necessarily mean approval.
As the car gets on its feet, how do you provide input
to The Chassis? Smoothness again is vital in managing the
changes of state: ease in weight transfer, come off the
brakes and into the turn-in; be in the right gear for best
balance in the corner; increase throttle input while exiting
the corner and wind off steering.
Next, Road Positioning: place the car on the outside of
the corner to offer the broadest view through the curve
ahead; make a late turn on unfamiliar roads; bring in power

input only when the exit opens out; make use of camber
when the road is open ahead; take note of signage; don’t
blink coming over a brow or around a blind corner; don’t
overtake or accelerate into a constricting situation ahead.
Lastly, Other Traffic. Move through briskly, but do not
cause anyone to have to take action to accommodate your
behavior. Be polite, and stay out of people’s way. Take
advantage of hesitation: if another dithers, move around
and out of reach. Use a pace slightly faster than the surrounding traffic so that you are controlling your positioning
rather than having traffic come past to thrust its perspective upon you.
As the time with the students evolved, I absorbed my
own lessons and some of the themes with input from my
own experience took form as maxims – “never miss an
overtaking opportunity,” I hear Rick repeat - and now live
by these every day.
I learned a lot from these young kids.
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Power to Weight
It is very popular news for manufacturers to report on
horsepower gains in new models now available with 400
horsepower on up. But consider the other performance
trend that has kicked off, that is in reducing the weight of a
car. Porsche is reporting that it took out over 200 pounds
from the new Carrera and Boxster and continues that trend
through the rest of the line. That is significant considering
that the new cars are both longer and wider and contain
more features than ever before. Porsche resorted to using
more aluminum content in the body which had to be an
expensive direction to take.
While the reported objective of this weight reduction
effort was to improve performance, there were other
gains to be realized. Besides weight being the enemy of
performance it is also the enemy of fuel efficiency. Reducing the weight of the new cars allowed Porsche to reduce
the displacement of the new engines without sacrificing
performance. Less displacement allowed for better fuel
efficiency. As manufacturers have discovered, reducing
weight of the car allows the engineers to make other parts
such as suspension, brakes, transmission and even cooling
systems, smaller and lighter. As cars gain technology and
improved safety systems they gain weight that is difficult to
offset. That was another reason why Porsche and others
have gone to plastics to improve the weight and efficiency.
One of the new manufacturing directions seems to go
counter to this power to weight issue and that is the new
electric power solutions. Not only is battery technology
still a weighty solution but it brings with it other weight
penalties such as heating and cooling of the batteries.
Electric motors may have become lighter and more efficient but power transfer from battery to motor still involves
heavy cables and switch gear. One solution Porsche has
employed is to install the electric motor in between the
gas motor and the transmission. The trade off of that
efficiency is technology cost, maintenance cost and the
complexity of not being able to share parts and production
methods with their traditional power delivery systems.
The power to weight ratio has significance in the driving
experience in actual terms, and has progressed over the
years. How nimble a car feels in terms of steering, brake
and acceleration response is often directly related to the
weight of the car. When I give a student a ride in my 1972
911 they often remark how nimble the car feels. It does
only weigh 2112 with half a tank of gas but it also only

has 210 horsepower for a power to weight ratio of 10.0:1.
That was impressive in 1972 but not so much compared to
today’s 991 Carrera RS with 3,113 pounds and 400 horsepower for a power to weight ratio of 7.78:1. Yes, a light car
does seem to change direction better but the new car more
than makes up for weight with more tire contact patch and
sophisticated suspension engineering. As good as the 991
Porsche ratio sounds, consider that a 997 GT2 ratio is 6.6:1,
a Dodge Viper is 6.8:1, a Lamborghini is 6.3:1 and a Z06 is
6.2:1. But whatever car I am in at a drivers school event,
I always remind the student that when I get out of the car
he will notice a change in the handling. The lighter the car
is, the more impact there will be. That is also something
to consider when driving on the road. The total load in the
car affects how the car will respond to a drivers input and
to changing road conditions. The car will not brake or turn
as well in response to an emergency when it is carrying a
load of passengers and luggage.
Where the weight is located on the car also makes a
difference in how nimble it feels. In my 1972 911 Porsche
went to the effort to move the oil tank ahead of the right
rear wheel to keep the weight inside the wheel base and
minimize the polar moment of inertia, that feeling of a
pendulum weight effect on the car when cornering. The
batteries and the gas tank on an early 911 are located low
in the trunk ahead of the front wheels. Considering the
batteries weigh 25 pounds each and gas weighs 6.1 pounds
per gallon, that is considerable weight to offset the engine
hung out behind the rear wheels. Beginning with the 993
model Porsche moved the gas tank behind the front wheels
for less impact as the fuel load is burned off. The ultimate
design for optimum weight distribution is obviously a mid
engine configuration such as the Boxster and Cayman.
Power to weight is one of the most challenging engineering aspects to a car manufacturer. It will become more
important in the future as they seek to develop more fuel
efficient cars.
Tom Fielitz
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Busted!!
Story and photos by RSR Cranky Webmeister Emmanuel Garcia

I got a traffic ticket the other day. A very special traffic
ticket. It was delivered to me with love and care from
Germany through registered mail. How thoughtful of the
German government!
What was the ticket for? Well, it wasn’t for speeding on
the unlimited autobahn. It was for following too closely on
the A96 autobahn to Lindau.
How did the Polizei catch me? What I’ve seen in the
past (but not this time, apparently) was a police setup
next to the autobahn with their camera/radar-y looking
equipment. When I’ve asked German colleagues about this,
they’ve told me it’s probably to check distances between
cars.

Lurking somewhere on this autobahn is...Der Kommissar

There are actually signs on the autobahns for this:
“Abstand gleich halber Tacho.” Although I first mistook this
for a Taco Bell ad for half-off food, I later found out it was
a formula for following distance based on speed. If you’re
traveling at 100 km/h, you should be back 50 m from the
car in front of you. (As I mentioned before, the German
driving test requires math.) There are markings along the
autobahn shoulder that’s supposed to help judge distances.
Through the magic of the metric system, German math,
and Excel, this works out to be a 1.8 sec following distance
regardless of speed. By driving 137 km/h and following at
24.35 m (0.64 second following distance), I broke this traffic
law while driving in a Volkswagen Beetle with license plate
HH-OC 7126 (D).
In typical German efficiency, they tracked down the
car rental agency that gave me the car, found my contact
information, got my American address, and sent me the
ticket through registered mail. And as a courtesy to me, I
can always fly back to Germany to their office in Straubing
to see this filing.

Flight of the rental Volkswagen Beetle

I was also given 3 points on my driving record and had
two weeks to pay the 203.50€ fine. So of course I paid it.
I’m sure the German government knows what I had for
breakfast this morning, so I’m not taking chances.
I have two discussion points for this ticket. First, I’m sure
I deserved it. I hate the aggressive driving I see on the autobahn, so it’s not a good thing if I’m part of the problem.
I wasn’t trying to be aggressive. I was probably just getting
a running start to pass someone, but to someone else, that
could be seen as aggressive driving. I shouldn’t have done
that, regardless of how little horsepower my rental car had.
The second point is that the entire letter was written in
German. I understood most of it, but I made sure to ask
my wife exactly what it said just to be sure. The fine was
in euro (€), with a warning that I should pay exactly this
amount. And the method of payment was based on the
German banking system.
I paid this on-line using my German bank account.
My question is: how is a typical American traffic-law breaker supposed to know all this and be able to pay the fine
when every thing is German? That’s just so Un-American!
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We Learn the Udder Truth About the Sebring Cows
Story by RSR member Valerie Roedenbeck -- courtesy of The Porsche Purista at PorschePurist.com

(Editor’s Note: I assume that “Porsche Purist,” below, is
actually Valerie Roedenbeck, but we have retained the
labeling included in the original article.
Almost every sport has its own group of “SuperFans” and
the ALMS is no different. In fact, if you’ve attended the 12
Hours of Sebring any time in the last 20 years then there’s a
good chance you’ve seen some beer drinking cows walking
around on their hind legs. No, it’s not the hot humid air
and yes, you might have had too much to drink, but that
doesn’t change the fact that there are walking, talking,
beer drinking bovines strolling around the track hoping you
will “moo for a brew”. This year, the race isn’t the only one
celebrating an anniversary at Sebring. ALMS SuperFans,
The Sebring Cows (Team Bovine to you and me), are turning 20. We reached out to the cows on Twitter to ask a few
questions and here’s what they had to say.
Porsche Purist: What is the history of the cows?

Cows: [In] 1992, Original Cow and a few of his fraternity
brothers later to be known as, Old Cow (should not need
ask why), Stunt Dick Cow (do you really need to ask?) and
Stingy Cow (yep, squeezes boogers out of Lincoln’s nose),
were at yet another Sebring and this year he brought along
his Halloween costume because he would, “never wear
that again.”
As Original Cow and Co. were walking around Green
Park, several good looking young ladies wanted a picture
with the “cow guy”. Being the enterprising men that they
were, one of them thought that a beer should be offered in
return for the photo. Thus, moo for a brew was born.
As they continued around, attentions were drawn, photos
were taken and beers were consumed. The very next year
the herd was born. To the herd was added those mentioned above and Big Cow (my father). Slowly, over time, a
core group of the cows [came to] exist. Big Balls Cow (its his
beads), Holy Cow (beer be with you!), Zoo Cow (from the
nearly world famous Animal Section of Dick Howzer Sta(Continued on page 25)
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

(Cows from page 23)

dium at Florida State University where baseball is played),
Builder Cow (he builds stuff for a big corporation), Wrestler
Cow (was a wrestler, not professional), Dr. Cow (he’s our
vet), and Dalmatian Cow (his suit is handmade and looks
more like a dalmatian). This year, rejoining the herd after a
brief absence will be Wisconsin Cow (from duh!) and Bionic
Cow (one leg!). If ever we have a first year cow, he is given
the moniker of Virgin Calf. Big Balls Cow was the first Virgin
Calf. There have been others who have come and gone and
their names shall remain nameless (because we cannot
remember them).
Porsche Purist: When did you start?
Cows: Me personally, Holy Cow, I started going to Sebring
in 1984 at the ripe age of 6. I was raised just south in Lake
Placid, FL. I was to remain a non-cow until 1999 when I was
of age to join the herd. The cow with the most experience
at Sebring is Old Cow, who began attending in 1959 [but
not as a cow]. The majority of the herd were fraternity
brothers and started attending in the late 60’s early 70’s.
Most were present when the race did not run in 74! My
generation of cow started in the mid-80’s, we had to wait
to be cows till the late 90’s for obvious legal, ethical and
moral reasons. Three other of my generation began attending in the late 90’s as they were not raised in the area.
Porsche Purist: What inspired the cow suits?
Cows: See above. The original cow suit has been donated
to the Sebring International Raceway Museum.
Porsche Purist: How many cows are there?
Cows: Since 1992, there has never been no cow at Sebring.
After 1992, at least one and as many as 18 (we decided
that was too many). This year a Baker’s dozen are expected
with a Virgin Calf.
Porsche Purist: Do you do this for yourselves or is it charity
related? If charity related, who do you raise money for and
how do you do it?
Cows: We do this because people will give us a beer or
two. We wear the cow suit at Sebring because we are the
cows. Happily, we need no further reason. We do this for
fun’s sake. So that we can have fun, spread fun, and enjoy
fun. We wish to be respectable (somewhat), fun, honest
and safe. The suit is easy to wear, but hard to live up to.

Other philosophical drivel, blah, blah, blah.
Porsche Purist: Are there any misconceptions about the
cows you would like to clear up?
Cows: Happily, we do not work for nor are endorsed by
Chick-fil-A, Dell computers, the Wisconsin, California or any
state’s dairy boards. We are just cows, not pawns in the
grand scheme of some corporations marketing plans.
Porsche Purist: What would you want people to know
about the cows?
Cows: The commercials are lying. The happiest cows come
from Green Park!
Porsche Purist: What’s the strangest things you’ve ever
been part of at Sebring?
Cows: Often, young ladies will feel enticed to show us their
udders. Well this urge to share udders is not just restricted
to the younger ladies. Some of the seasoned citizens of
the Sebring Nation got together to give the cows a good
showing of udders. There were about 6 of them... ladies I
mean, not udders. Anyway the short of it was one of the
most spectacular showing of udders that many of us have
ever witnessed. That, and I was almost thrown on a bonfire
for BBQ...
Porsche Purist: Do the cows attend any other races besides Sebring?
Cows: The cows did make an appearance at Petite LeMans
in October of 2010. Only 5 or 6 were present. They report
that it’s a totally different event. We have plans on attending the 24 Hours at Le Mans, however we are unable to
secure sponsors at this time. Anyone???
Porsche Purist: Do you hang out with the Drunk Monks of
Sebring or is there a rivalry between you two?
Cows: There are some of us who do hang with the Drunk
Monks. In fact, as far as I know, I am the only ordained Cow
Monk. Therefore, Holy Cow. They are a more diverse group
of folks (allowing women into the order) and we like them
a lot. The Cows have no beef with them. In fact we share a
motto. Be respectful, have fun, be honest and be safe. [Editors Note: We too have been ordained into the “order” and
have the towel to prove it!].
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Your Porsche has given you its best.
Now it’s time to return the favor.

Premier Porsche technician David Laing. Only at Grand Sport in Southfield.
David Laing loves Porsches like you do – and knows them
like no one else. Whether you seek performance upgrades,
repairs, or routine maintenance, David will provide your
Porsche with unmatched service and care at our state-

of-the-art Grand Sport facility in Southfield. So stop by
today for a free tour of Grand Sport and see why so many
owners of new and vintage Porsches trust only David
Laing with the care of their vehicle.

Selling and Servicing Porsche Automobiles
Grand Sport, LLC 21620 Melrose Avenue Southfield, MI 48075 Phone 248.304.9091 • Fax 248.304.9092
www.grandsport-michigan.com

26

CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE
1997 Porsche Boxster: red blk leather interior, 2.5L 5speed manual trans, 103,000 miles, 2 sets of turbo wheels,
3 sets of tires, 3 owner car, all maintenance records.
ROW springs that lower car 1 inch. Brey Krause roll bar
extension with 6 point seat belts. Great road and DE car.
$10,500. Contact Gary Egbert at 734-765-0408 (11/12)
2002 Porsche 911 C2: Polar Silver with Metropolitian Blue
Interior. Tiptronic Turbo S transmission. 3.6L 320 HP. 18”
Turbo Alloy wheels. Rear tires have about 5000 miles on
them. Driver and Passenger Seats are power with lumbar
support. Full leather. Very clean, runs excellent. Nonsmoker. 90K miles mostly highway. Litronic Headlights,
power sunroof, three spoke steering wheel. No issues.
One of the nicest 996’s available. Contact Michael Pillay at
810-635-7767 or at pillayyu@gmail.com (10/12)
1987 Porsche 911: 88,000 miles. Guards Red with Black
Leather interior. Factory whale tail and front spoiler.
Excellent condition, no snow, no smokers. Radar detector. Maintained the last 22 years by Tim Pott at Rennstatt.
$25,500.00. Contact Tim Pott 734 972 7194 or Bob Helber
(owner) 734 649 9550. (10/12)

OTHER ITEMS
Schroth Profi II HANS 6pt Belts: Brand new in black with
snap-in attachments (valid until 2017). I purchased these
and then went with the Hybrid II HANS 6pt instead.
$600 for both (save $120 compared to cheapest price
I’ve found). Contact: Rich Chang (rpcpublic@gmail.com)
(10/12)
20 Gallon Parts Cleaner with 3X5 Gallon Cleaning Solution
- $75. Oil Change Collection Container for a car lift - $50.
Contact James Lang at 513-315-3359 Saline, MI (10/12)
Items for sale: 944 turbo exhaust system (Borla) used less
than 100 miles, T304 stainless steel, A1 condition, $800
new, $500 or best offer. Bray Kraus strut brace, $250 new,
$175 or best offer. Call between 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
daily at 248-967-0173. If no answer feel free to call my cell
at 248-219-9945 or e-mail: cjones1030@aol.com (09/12)

944 turbo track rims and tires: OZ Racing Fittipaldi 3 piece
rims. and Toyo RA1 proxies tires. Two ,16-8.5 with 22550ZR16 and Two, 16-9.5 with 255-50ZR16. Tires still have
about at least a dozen track days left on them. Contact
Stephen Howorth at sjhoworth@cogeco.ca or 519-9968708 (09/12)
Longacre HOTLAP In Car Timer, with infrared receiver: $85,
Andy 734-718-6432, or aos@wowway.com. (06/12)
944T DE and Racing Upgrade Parts. Recaro Seats,
944 seat mounts, 5-way belts, roll bar, Big Red front
calipers, and rotors with mounts and proportioning valve.
Innovative wide-band O2 sensor and guage, data logger,
two gauge, A-post pod. Stephen Howorth at sjhoworth
@cogeco.ca 519-996-8708 (03/12)
Cool Shirt System: I have several complete cooler setups made up from Medical equipment to run a cool shirt
system. Comes with cooler, 12v pump, lines and fittings.
As compact and neat as original system. All you need
to supply is cool shirt and brackets to install in car. $110
complete [without shirt] Jack Dunlap 810-923-0148
(01/12)
SPECIALTY CAR STORAGE: INSIDE CLIMATE CONTROLLED.
Ann Arbor near the Ann Arbor Motor Mall, secure, clean,
easy access, including air conditioning and heating, $100.00
per month. Please contact Ed Goldman at
517-927-1456 (cell) or goldmaned@gmail.com (08/11)
STORAGE FOR RENT: Heated, secured museum-like garage. $100.00/month Call Clem at (810) 636-2840. (09/11)

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please
contact Mike O’Rear at morear734@gmail.com (Put
“Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line). Non-members will be charged $5.00/quarter. Ads more than
six months old may be removed unless resubmitted.
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There's a reason it's called a new beginning.
Ultra-low-mileage lease options now available.*

Porsche of Farmington Hills
37911 Grand River Avenue
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
(248) 471-0800
www.farmington-hills.
porschedealer.com
Porsche recommends

The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103
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