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Traction Control
By Rick Mammel, RSR President

The RS Region is going into a
new year. The membership
will be again served by an
excellent Board of Directors,
some new faces and some
seasoned from years on
the Board. This year also
brings my transition to
RSR President. In this new
capacity I will continue the
past Presidents’ terrific efforts
to make this a great club
for Porsche enthusiasts to share their passions with like
members. This is the first Bahn Stormer of the Year and
rather than my typical minutia of Seinfeld Like observations
I need to do some cheerleading instead.
In this age of instant and free internet information we
tend to forget that there is someone putting in a large
amount of time to upload and refresh that content. We
have a dedicated webmaster in Emmanuel Garcia, Eman to
his followers. His excellent website is one of the three main
lines of communication for the membership. The others are
the Bahn Stormer and the timely e-mail blasts generated
by RSR Historian/Membership Chair Glenn Trapp’s email
blasts. The Bahn Stormer comes to us through the tireless
efforts of Kathy and Mike O’Rear and never disappoints on
quality or content. All three of these media paths need
member content. The Website and Bahn Stormer need
photos and written content. Our Historian needs your up
to date email address and pertinent historical items. Keep
that in mind and contribute where you can. While on the
subject of history, February 10th is RSR’s 16th birthday,
legal driving age. I gained this bit of wisdom from Eman’s
wonderful article on the history of the RSR currently found
on our website. Take a moment to read it and garner your
own knowledge of those who built the foundation our
current club sits on.
For the members who attend our monthly membership
meetings you get to see those same familiar faces of our
committee chairs. Like our communicators listed above
they also contribute personal time in amounts greater
than most of us can comprehend. Some toil silently in the
shadows keeping our Club’s data, financials, insurance and
history documented and up to date. Though not as much
in everyone’s view, like the Track Chair or Events Chair,
the Treasurer, Secretary, Insurance Chair and Historian/
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Membership Chair make our Club’s existence possible,
both financially and in the eyes of the PCA. Burghard Linn,
Mary Ann Kantrow, Michael Kimber and Glenn Trapp are
acknowledged for their contributions last year. Burghard,
Mary Ann and Glenn return again this year to a repeat
performance. Long time member Jim Dowty has agreed to
handle the task of Insurance Chair.
The afore mentioned “glamorous” positions of Track
Chair and Events Committee Chair are far from it. The
reality is RSR Track Days bring in the major portion of the
Club’s revenue. Our events are well respected by our
members as well as track junkies from surrounding clubs.
As Track Chair and Chief Driving Instructor, Christian
Maloof has created an event that allows people to enjoy
their car’s performance while operating them in a safe
and disciplined environment. Along with his extensive
driving experience his equally talented band of instructors
are on hand to educate all skill levels of participants. One
of our instructors, Tom Krueger, adds extra to his duties
by being the Track Registrar. Thank you, Christian, Tom,
Instructors and the unmentioned volunteers who make
our track events so successful. Mention also needs to be
given to the Tech Chair, Jim Dunham and Safety Chair, John
Melvin. The work that goes into making these events run
like clockwork consumes twice the time than goes into the
trackday itself.
The other segment of Club, the Social/Driving Events
are manned by an equally dedicated committee chaired
by Dave and Norah Cooper. They face a different set
of challenges from the team setting up track events.
Unlike a set event schedule at set venues with what is
effectively a set agenda for the participants for the track,
the Social Committee has to deal with creating many
events from scratch, and dealing with variable locations
and unpredictable levels of participation. Fortunately
they are well supported by the efforts of the members
who volunteer to be Event Organizers. Our RSR events are
always acclaimed by the participants for the terrific drives,
great dining locations and wonderful social interaction.
Thank you to the Events Team for a great 2011. For the
membership, one of the best ways you could thank the
Events Committee is to attend their events. They are also
very receptive to new ideas for events as well as welcoming
members to sign up to be event hosts. It would be
particularly helpful if one or more of our younger members
would volunteer to join the Social Committee and share

their energy in this important side of the club.
For those keeping track, you already know that outgoing
President Jim Christopher also took on the duties of
Advertising Chair and Goodie Store Chair. Besides passing
on a Club in great shape, Jim’s efforts in 2011 and 2012 as
Advertising Chair require notice.
While the kudos are flowing let’s give a nod to the
Board of Directors whose efforts continue to set the path
of the Club and drive it forward. Recognition for service
needs to go to out-going board members Dave Finch and
Michael Kimber.
In closing I need to recognize the following members
for their contributions. Stuart and Sally Free for continually
supplying endless photo documentation of the participants
of our social events. Pat Jeski, for his support as Board
Member and assuring the registration at track events goes
off seamlessly. Tim Pott of Rennstat Racing of ArborMotion
for supplying refreshments and tech help at track events
and for his monthly “Time with Tim” tech sessions that
expand our members’ knowledge of how their Porsches
function. Tom Bloom for his contributions of event
shirts and opening the doors to his company facility for
our events. And finally, to the event hosts for planning

When:

interesting drives and all the gas they put through their
cars pre-driving their events.
Let’s look forward to another great year in 2012.
Another year of improving participation in our social and
track events. Another year of welcoming new members.
Another year of saying to yourself “I think I will RSVP for
the next membership meeting”. Another year of taking a
moment to appreciate the thankless efforts of those who
allow the RSR to function so seamlessly.
Until next time,
Rick

Correction

Not so fast Jack!
In the last issue of the Bahn Stormer, normally a very
reliable publication, we reported that Jack Dunlap’s
term on the Board had expired. That is not the case
and Jack remains on the board for another year.
Good news for our club.

Saturday, February 25 at 6:15 pm.

Where: The Historic Holly Hotel (110 Battle Alley, Holly, MI 48442)
Features:
o Private Dining Room Buffet Dinner With Choice of
Entrees
o Cash bar
o 75 Minute Live Comedy Show With Preferential
Seating
Dress: Business Casual With Sports Coats Optional For
Men.
Cost: $40.00/person.
Register for this event at motorsportreg.com. Hope to see you there.
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RSR Calendar of Events
February 7 (Tues.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM, location
Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth.

April 3 (Tues.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM, location
Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth.

February 25 (Sat.): RSR Holiday Party at the Holly Hotel,
6:15 PM -- Hosted by Liz and Jim Christopher

May 1 (Tues.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM, location
Carlyle’s Grill, Ann Arbor.

March 6 (Tues.): RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM, location
Carlyle’s Grill, Ann Arbor.

For more information on surrounding area events, see Zone Representative Ron
Carr’s “In The Zone” on page 19.

Changes Coming In
RSR Club Meetings
Beginning in March, Rally Sport Region will
add special presentations at some of our club
meetings. Want to know more about motor
oils, tires and a range of other things
automotive? Then come join a friendly group
of Porsche enthusiasts at our monthly Club
Meetings. Future club emails will provide
details. (Make sure PCA has your correct
email address.)
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Membership
Current Membership 223
New Members
Rolf Patrick
Brighton, MI
1985 911

Al Wright
Ann Arbor, MI
2001 Red 996 Turbo

Member Anniversaries
January
Denis Hall.................... 23
Matt Huber.................. 19
Robert Peckham.......... 14
Joe Desormeaux.......... 10
Jim Dowty.................... 10
Al Gaulin........................ 6
Eugene Jamison............. 4
Stephan Pellegrini.......... 2
Steve Spencer................ 2

February
Jim Dunham................. 25
Wally Haley.................. 18
John Heider................. 18
Roy Retzlaff.................. 17
Kevin Spicher............... 17
Ken Dill........................ 16
Tom Krueger................ 16
John Roumanis............ 13
Gerry Plocharczyk........ 12
Bob Smith.................... 12

Robert Cardno............. 10
Wayne Ellis.................... 9
Robert Avery.................. 6
David Bausch................. 6
Roland Heiberger........... 5
Steven Wild................... 4
Vincent Pernell.............. 3
Orgun Guralp................. 2
Doug Wathen................ 1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer .
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp, for
processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-227-7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen
PO Box 6400
Columbia, MD 21046
Please also forward your new address to the RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com
This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with
PCA national.
7

Drive the Nürburgring’s Nordschleife
By Jeremy Goddard -- Car Entusiast

The next time you are in Germany (or anywhere in Europe
within striking distance…). you should not miss the opportunity to extend your trip for a day and take in the
Nürburgring’s Nordschleife. Completed in 1927 to help
showcase the German auto industry, it did exactly that for
the Third Reich’s titanic Mercedes and Auto Union (where
Dr. Porsche was very much involved…) as they dominated
European racing before the war. The majestic circuit comprised both North and South loops - and was available from
the outset for public use as a “one-way toll road” (A to …A).
Today only the North Loop survives, along with the modern
Grand Prix track which was built around the original pit
straight situated between the loops.
The Nordschleife remained the venue of the German
Grand Prix through 1976, when there was a gap until the
modern Formula I track was completed in 1984. Nuvolari,
Fangio and Stewart all had their greatest, out-of-body-experience races there. However, the combination of bringing adequate TV coverage to its 14.7 miles, dealing with a
7-minute lap time interval for spectators, and providing the
required safety/marshalling throughout (horribly highlight-
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ed with Niki Lauda’s fiery accident at Bergwerk in 1976)
spelt its demise as a Formula I venue. Sports and touring
car racing has continued, although most revenue today
comes from its use as an excellent chassis-development
circuit for most of the world’s car companies.
My first laps were in an Alfa Romeo 156. Since then, I
have driven the circuit in many different cars (from a 911
to an diesel Audi A2), and have found that it matters little
what you bring: the track is truly the star. The most modest rental car will serve to reveal the glory of the place
(…although it will likely not be insured under such conditions).
You will buy a Rundfahrt ticket (26 Euros for one lap; 95
Euros for four) at the kiosk, bring the car forward to the
barrier, insert the card, and see the boom lifted to release
you. I like to lower the front windows to hear motorbikes
or other vehicles in case I get too red-misted to pay enough
attention to the mirrors.
The first section is fast and winding (although I’ve seen
a BMW motorcycle slide off the second right-hander in the
wet, without injury) before opening into the flat-out Flug-

platz (it means airfield…). Then the track bunches, before
releasing right and down into the Foxhole, the Fuchsrohre.
(I remember one time diving down at 95 or so towards the
compression left at the bottom, and a bike screaming past
perhaps 25 mph faster and accelerating, girl perched high
on the pillion. Terrifying.) The Alfa would hit hard on its
bump stops at the bottom and run tangentially until the
wheels gripped again to carve up to the tight left hander
at the top. There, the track bears right to descend the
long sweeps and two punchy 90-lefts leading down to the
Adenau Bridge, roughly a third of the way round.
After the bridge, the road runs fast again before the long
right at Bergwerk which leads to a long, sweeping climb
bearing left and a squealing 90-right up towards the Karussell. I remember Jackie Stewart talking about lining up with
a tree “which drops you right in,” and it does just that. The
Alfa would misfire on the bumps in the Karussell banking,
but I’ve never had that trouble in other cars. Popping out
the other side has you climbing again, left and right before
cresting at Hohe Acht (the highest point on the circuit?)
and swooping off along the undulating and flowing curves
of the Wippermann.
The track dives and climbs and in a couple of places
offers jumps within the braking zone, so the car chirps
and yelps in protest - more than usual. In a couple of long
sections through the Pflanzgarten, you can see the shape

of the track weaving away ahead which allows better
shaping of your line than your inexperience with the track
may have permitted. The brakes are really fading now, and
you are sticking to the seat and perspiring freely. After the
Schwalbenkranz – the little Karussell, - and a long double
apex right, you career up to top speed - yes, it is long
enough - along the Dottinger Hohe straight which follows
the ridge and leads you back to the end of the lap.
And to the kiosk, so you can buy more of this…
Go to the website, http://www.nuerburgring.com, to
see the open track times for the days you will be there;
most days in the summer the track is open from 5 PM until
dusk. I have seen a huge variety of cars there, from a VW
camper to local, wicked-quick Ford Fiestas to a long-tailed
Porsche 908; and bikes – Ducatis, Yamaha R1s, MV Augustas and more – wearing melted tire-shoulders like a badge
of courage. You may also book one of the BMW RingTaxis
(at the website above) which will give up to three of you
the drive of your life in a shiny M5. Book in advance, because this thrill is much in demand…
In our dumbed-down, litigious world, there is nothing
else like this, anywhere. Just do it.

Now Located At:
ArborMotion
669 State Circle
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Email: tcpott@gmail.com
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Your Porsche has given you its best.
Now it’s time to return the favor.

Premier Porsche technician David Laing. Only at Grand Sport in Southfield.
David Laing loves Porsches like you do – and knows them
like no one else. Whether you seek performance upgrades,
repairs, or routine maintenance, David will provide your
Porsche with unmatched service and care at our state-

of-the-art Grand Sport facility in Southfield. So stop by
today for a free tour of Grand Sport and see why so many
owners of new and vintage Porsches trust only David
Laing with the care of their vehicle.

Selling and Servicing Porsche Automobiles
Grand Sport, LLC 21620 Melrose Avenue Southfield, MI 48075 Phone 248.304.9091 • Fax 248.304.9092
www.grandsport-michigan.com
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Classic Porsche Literature From April 1965
Provided by Sebastian Gaeta, RSR Member and Porsche Memorabilia Collector Extrodinaire
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The Passing of Gianpiero Moretti
Story and Photos by RSR President Rick Mammel

I opened my email yesterday morning and amongst the
row of unopened messages one subject line stood out.
It reads “Bad News” and draws my cursor to it first. As
it opens there’s the headline, Gianpiero Moretti Passes
Away. For many readers that name may not be familiar.
Some may be more familiar with the company he founded.
MOMO Spa. This company moniker is the short version
of Morretti-Monza. Monza is the racetrack that fostered
his passion for racing as a young boy, and then set the
direction for the rest of his life. His company grew from
his first racecar steering wheel being used by John Surtees
in his F1 Championship winning Ferrari, to a complete
line of race parts and street car accessories. That first
steering wheel put in place a foundation that the MOMO
Empire was built on. It also started a relationship that any
red blooded Italian motorhead would dream of, being
able to call the “Commendatore” Enzo Ferrari a friend. A
friendship started in 1965 when MOMO Steering wheels
started to appear on his Scuderia. What is pertinent to
this story is most of Morretti’s racecars were not a product
of Maranello but from Stuttgart. That said, Ferrari did
eventually get in the MOMO Corse stable, the 333SP.
This car paid him the ultimate reward for his years of
campaigning sport cars, an outright win of the 24 hours of
Daytona.
Why my interest in what is undoubtedly one of the
most respected and likable “gentleman” sports car

Gianpiero Moretti serving pasta to Penthouse Pet of
the Year and Spokesperson, Dominique Maure
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racers? This fan favorite was my boss. As part of MOMO
racing I had an opportunity watch Morretti do what he
did best, be Morretti. He was a brand unto himself. For
NASCAR fans he could be likened to Ken Schrader, who
never won any races but was one of the most popular
drivers on merits not created by mass marketing or being
at the top of the leader board. Both men were loved for
being, approachable and charismatic.

Moretti’s Moby Dick

Gianpiero brought a European style to the track. This
included the beautiful women ever present around the
trailer, and the traditional lunch of pasta served from said
trailer to all the drivers before the Sunday race. He did
it with style while spending much less of his own money
than many of the other teams that were corporately
funded.
That lack of funding was not reflected in his equipment
as he was known for his Joest 935 “Moby Dick” Porsche
in Rosso Red with the Yellow “go faster” arrows. He
campaigned that car in Europe as well as the USA, always
with the who’s who of Europe’s best as co-drivers.
Whether an F1 “super shoe” or a Le Mans winning GT
racer, they all shared a seat with the “old man.” Notably
Morretti never broke the car while he was driving, and he
was almost as fast as the “hot shoes”! The Moby Dick was
instantly retired when IMSA banned aluminum roll cages.
The Moby had a complete aluminum chassis with most
of the panels being a single layer of fiberglass. You could
walk through the car, which Morretti did one day when he
missed the aluminum crossbar and stepped through the
floor onto pit lane. He turned it into a “Flintstonemobile,”
and was not too pleased by his conversion. After the ban
he moved on to GTP cars, initially powered by the Moby’s
Porsche motor. The era of ground effects was here but the
(Continued on Facing Page)

real benefit of those cars was the safety their monoque
chassis offered compared with the aluminum tubes of
those Joest cars.
Though I have not had any contact with him for over
20 years, his passing saddens me. The sport I love lost an
example of what a real sportsman was. But it also triggers
some memories of a man who got everything life offered,
and a man who knew I liked my future wife before I did.
Somehow he got this insight while Lynda was serving him
a Tuna sandwich at the sandwich shop around the corner
from the raceshop in California. “RReeeck” he expressed
in his broken English, “ I theenk you like the Redhead,
Ehaa” accompanied by a hand gesture that continues the
unspoken question, have you had that yet ??
While in the paddock of the ‘84 Miami Grand Prix, I
looked up to see a television reporter talking with Morretti.
I recognized the reporter but could not put a name to the
face. As I walked by Morretti said “RReeeck, say hello to
Stirling, and Fango!” As I shook their hands it started to
sink in, as he asked “do you know who they are?” A few
years before I was doing all my racing through the pages
of Autoweek and Road & Track and now I was in the
presence of Juan Manuel Fangio and Stirling Moss. The Old
Man knew I would be in awe and he was right. Oh, that

is not a typo above, he called Juan “Fan-Go”. They hung
around and had lunch and then continued to stroll trough
the paddock, with Stirling stopping occasionally to do an
interview for the SIN network.
Morretti was as dynamic a person as you will ever find.
His famous Sunday Pasta Lunch at our transporter was the
center of world class bench racing including practically the
entire field of GTP drivers: Derek Bell, Klaus Ludwig, Bob
Wollek, Lyn St.James, Brian Redman, and on and on.
A highlight was at the LA Times GP at Riverside. It was
a super hot day and Morretti was dishing up some of his
famous pasta with garlic oil and hot peppers, normally
not too much pepper heat. But that day it was spiced up
to the hilt. All the drivers were asking for more water but
continuing to eat. Sponsored at the time by San Pellegrino,
we had plenty of agua to wash it down. It was at least
85 degrees under our awning and these guys had sweat
running like Niagara Falls down their foreheads. Morretti
appeared at the door of the trailer eating a sandwich.
Derek asked him “ Gainpiero, aren’t you going to have
some pasta?” “Cazzo no, I have to drive a racecar!!!” If you
can’t catch them on the track, do the winning in the pits.
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We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.
We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Howard Cooper Porsche
Come visit our brand new Porsche building
2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street. go North 1/2 mile...
Howard Cooper is on the right.
Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Time With Tim
By Mike O’Rear with photos by Mike O’Rear and Glenn Trapp

“Time With Tim” was held on Saturday, January 21st at
ArborMotion of Ann Arbor. The first of a two part series on
fuel systems, Tim dedicated this session to fuel, fuel pumps
and carburetors. Tim’s “lecture” was punctuated with a
wide range of questions (some even on the topics being
discussed) and the, ever popular, passing around of parts.
About a dozen gearheads attended the event and enjoyed
the coffee and bagels generously provided by ArborMotion.
Don’t miss the Saturday, February 18th session where Tim
will conclude the fuel systems series with a discussion of
fuel injection systems.

The rapt crowd, just moments before Tim received a
standing ovation.

Host Tim Pott with one of RSR newest
members, Christoph (Chris) Slotalla.

While some of the less hardy
members of the crowd huddled
around this portable propane
heater, President Rick Mammel
put it to more practical use (that’s
a bagel being toasted with needle
nose pliers.)
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Rally Sport Region Movie Night
Story by Mike O’Rear

Saturday night, January 21st
was the first RSR “Movie
Night.” Twenty-five members
and friends showed up for an
evening of pizza, popcorn and
videos by Paul R. Osborn of
Vintage Videos.
Thanks to the generosity of
Tom Bloom the evening was
held in the impressive training
facility of Bloom Roofing in Brighton.
Videos covered a variety of subjects including: Auburn,
Duesenburg, Cord Classic car gathering in Auburn, Indiana
including drag races between these super-valuable cars;
restoration of the Marmon Wasp which won the first Indianapolis 500 race in 1911; the creation of a modern inter-

Winter Special

Free Flatbed Towing/
Off-Season Pricing

One special, discount, or freebie per order per visit. Call for details.

™ˆ˜œŒ†ˆ`“›”‘™N†•“
R TX NV XQ N XPX Q
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pretation of Barney Oldfield’s Golden Submarine streamliner; and, best of all, in-car camera footage of Porsche 917K
and Porsche 908/3 vintage racers at last year’s Rennsport
Reunion at Laguna Seca race
track in California.
Based upon the strong
reactions of those present,
we expect that there will be
future “Movie Nights.” If so,
be sure to attend -- you’ll be
glad you did.

The Need for Speed Is a Leading Cause of Brain Drain
By Emmanuel Garcia (RSR’s Cranky Webmeister) from his blog, The Cranky Driver (for more go to www.crankydriver.com)

This internet thingy is.... interesting. When I’m not looking at videos of cute kittens (which may or may not be a
euphemism) or showing 1980s music videos to my kids,
I watch car videos. I recently watched this video of a
Corvette crashing followed by another video of a Corvette
crashing. I would normally make a joke at this point, but
Corvette drivers wouldn’t get it anyway, so I’ll just let that
pass.
Maybe I should put a video camera on my
dad’s car, too, just in case.

A gaggle of Corvettes inexplicably not crashing.

After watching those videos, I had to resist the urge to
provoke Corvette drivers into doing something video-worthy. Or doing some “engineering analysis” to see if I could
replicate the Corvette-turns-on-a-dime-randomly scenario
in an all-wheel drive vehicle.
See, here’s my problem. Deep down inside, under this
sheer veneer of adulthood, I’m still a juvenile delinquent,
especially when it comes to cars.
And from watching many videos from Mr. Internet, I
have a suspicion I’m not alone. I’m also pretty sure it’s the
same gene that makes us say, “hey, watch this!” or “what
could possibly go wrong?” I don’t think this gene is gender
specific, but we men seem to choose vehicles as (one of)
our implement(s) of destruction. Men think with their stick
shift, or something like that.
When we gather with our cars, the results can be
dramatic, like the recent infamous Ferrari/Lamborghini (/
Prius) crash. I’m actually surprised this hasn’t happened in
my car club yet during one of our tours. Of course, we may
have had thoughts like, “are my tires still in contact with
the pavement?” Or that could have just been me. Maybe
the best way to say it is we haven’t been caught on video.
So far.
Thank God this speed affliction only affects mere mortals like ourselves, and not race car drivers who conduct
themselves with utmost professionalism, or even those we
entrust to serve and protect us.

But I’m the first to admit that it’s hard not to be seduced
with horsepower. When you have 300+hp on tap, you want
to race from traffic light to traffic light, shifting at red line,
painting lines of black rubber as if marking your territory.
It’s hard to resist that temptation.
And sometimes there are other forces that jack the testosterone to Epic Stupid levels, like the Other Guy. When
I first got my 944 Turbo, I was constantly being goaded by
other cars (usually Mustangs, but sometimes slumming
Testarossas) into displaying my masculinity, which I did
because I’m stupid, often hitting speeds I can’t post on a
family-friendly blog site (hint: almost as fast as my sister).
My current car, a Subaru STI, is a magnet for this as well.
On my recent trip to Pikes Peak, I had cars come up next to
me on the freeway in almost every state I drove through,
rev their engines, and try to get me to run with them.
Of course, because I’m an idiot, I was really, really tempted.
And amused. (A Honda Civic Si revving its motor next to
me? Really? Sure, it could have had a 650+hp twin-turbo
motor under the hood, but come on. I own a Civic Si.)
There’s no shortage of stupid in this world.
The difference between then and now is that I have a
family, which is a reminder for me not to do something
stupid when I’m driving. But that may start backfiring on
me, with my two-year-old son screaming, “faster, daddy,
faster!” from the back seat at every freeway entrance
ramp. I mean, how can a dad disappoint his son?
I don’t believe in New Year’s resolutions, so I’m not going to make one about driving maturely. I’m just going to
pretend harder to be a real adult when behind the wheel.
Actually, that’s bad. I’ve seen real adults drive.
I’ll just say that I will maintain my higher brain functions
when I’m out there on the road. Or start hormone treatments for those pesky testosterones.
Have a safe, smart New Year.
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From the past: August 2002 Progressive Dinner
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In the Zone
By Ron Carr
PCA Zone 4 Representative

Congratulations to all of the 2012 Zone 4 Region Officers
who have been elected or appointed to lead the regions
during the coming year. If you do not know your local
region officers, make a point to seek them out at an
upcoming event and thank them for their service. PCA is a
strong and effective Club because of volunteers like these
members. If you are tired of looking at snow, check out
your local Porsche dealership- they may have scheduled
an introduction of the new 911 (type 991), and would
be happy to have you stop in. Check your local region’s
website and newsletter for the latest details on other
events close to you, and check the Zone 4 Website for
other regions events.
• On February 18, 2012, the Southeast Michigan Region
will host their Tech Session at Gilson MotorSports which
will cover all the In’s and Out’s of a SEM PCA Drivers
Education Event. Location:1208 E. Maple Rd. Troy, MI
48083 For more info contact Howard Gilson at 248-5494016 or hgilson@gilsonmotorsports.com.
• Saturday, March 3rd, 2012, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Ohio
Valley Region is presenting PCA ADVANCED DRIVERS
SEMINAR II featuring ROSS BENTLEY at The Taj Ma
Garage–300 South Perry St., Dayton, OH 45402-2515,
http://www.tajmagarage.com. You can register for this
event online at http://www.clubregistration.net.
• The third annual Winter Concourse at Porsche of the
Village, Cincinnati, OH is planned for Saturday evening,
February 25, 2012. This is a PCNA event that is also
supported by the PCA Ohio Valley Region- you can
contact the dealership for more information..
• The Rally Sport Region will be hosting its annual MidWinter Get Together at the Historic Holly Hotel on
February 25th for great food, company and comedy. See
the RSR website for details.
• Grand Am Racing season kicks off in Zone 4 with the
Detroit Grand Prix at Belle Isle on June 1, 2, and 3, 2012.
A Porsche Car Corral will be organized for all interested
Porsche Owners.
• The following weekend, the same crowd will gather
for the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course Grand Am Race in

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

Lexington, OH on June 8, 9, and 10, 2012. A PCA Region
will also host a Porsche Car Corral for Porsche Owners.
The Southeast Michigan Region will hold their annual
Club Race at Gingerman Raceway in South Haven, MI
on June 15, 16, and 17, 2012. Watch their website for
details.
While not technically in Zone 4, the Annual PCA National
Porsche Parade will be held in Salt Lake City, UT on July
7-14, 2012. Plan to join a bunch of other Zone 4 PCA
members for fun in the mountains.
The following weekend is the annual Pittsburgh Vintage
Grand Prix at Schenley Park, PA on July 21 & 22, 2012.
This is actually a week-long event with a great Concourse
on Saturday, sponsored in part by the PCA Allegheny
Region.
The third Grand Am event in Zone 4 will be part of the
Brickyard 400 Weekend in Indianapolis, IN on July 27,
28, and 29, 2012. . A PCA Region will host a Porsche Car
Corral for Porsche Owners on Friday the 27th.
The annual P2O event moves to Granville, OH on July 2729, 2012, sponsored by the Mid-Ohio Region. Watch the
www.P2O.us website for details.
The Mid-Ohio Region will move its annual DE and
Club Race event at the Mid Ohio Sports Car Course in
Lexington Ohio to the weekend of August 17-19th, 2012.
And finally, join fellow PCA members for a memorable
fall weekend at the Escape to the Ozarks in Eureka
Springs, AR on November 9, 10, and 11, 2012. More
information will be available next year as the event
grows closer.

19

20

Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Driving Skills Carry Over?
One of the advantages of hanging around cars for so long is
that I have had the opportunity to see how much, or how
little, carries over from one form of car to another.
My first hint that driving one car did not carry over to
the next was when I moved up from driving a ’67 Beetle to
a ’70 914-6. It was like learning to fly in a Piper Cub and
then climbing into a fighter jet. Just tilting my head was
enough to elicit a lane change. I did not appreciate how
agile the 914-6 was until I bought the ’72 911. At least the
911 would go down the highway without constant steering
input. The 914-6 ate up long sweeping turns but plowed
if it was manhandled into a corner. The 911 required the
slow in and fast out approach to corners. My 944 was
much like the 914-6 without the sharp steering response.
Each Porsche I drove after those had a different feel and
needed a different driving approach.
The next revelation was to put on a Formula Ford. You
become one with the car because most parts of your body
are in contact with the frame which lends itself to sensing
feedback from the car. I learned that almost any attitude
that the car got into it could be driven out of. Of course
being imprecise had the penalty of being slow. Precision
in a formula car is measured in fractions of an inch and
demanded 110% concentration. But stepping back into
a very hot 914-6 GT seemed like things happened in slow
motion so I can say the formula car experience improved
my driving skills in terms of seeking precise lines.
The next race car sensation would seem crude but it
was anything but. Through Track Time I got to drive two
different NASCAR Dodge stock cars. The stock car may
look big and cumbersome but at the limit it dances around
very light on the tire contact patch. I drove the corners
listening and feeling for tire scrub that would slow the car.
When I drove the car it would take a pronounced shift in
direction right in the center of the banked corner. It is a
very physical and sensory experience with a loud engine,
considerable cockpit heat, constant vibration and heavy G
loads. Nothing prepares you for driving a stock car but I
learned how to feel for tire scrub in driving sports cars.
That same Track Time experience put me back into
a Formula 3 car with front and rear wings. The agility I
loved was back but wings added a new dimension. The
faster you go with a winged car the more down force the
wings generate and the better the car will corner. Go
slow and the car slides, go quick and it sticks. But if a

wing goes sideways in the air the stick goes away instantly.
Being precise took on a new meaning and called for very
deliberate and controlled steering input; being aware to
carry a high cornering speed and not lose momentum.
My final driving experience was a TAG racing kart. Most
of us have driven low speed “amusement” karts. That
does not prepare you for the intensity of a 35 horsepower
race kart. It is by far the most violent four wheel vehicle
I have driven. Other cars might challenge you to look
good driving them. The racing kart challenges you to even
hang on for a full lap. You do feel like part of the kart
even though the only contact you have is the seat bottom,
pedals and steering wheel. There is so much feedback
through the steering that you have a death grip on the
wheel at every second. You have to remind yourself to
breath or you will be hyper ventilating. The kart demands
precision but vigorous steering input and vey quick hands.
If you can’t trust the grip of the tires and the ability to drift
around every corner, high or low speed, you will be slow,
at least relatively speaking. The racing kart sharpens your
reflexes and sensations to a razor level and makes driving
cars feel like things happen in slow motion.
So there you have it. Learning on a slow car will give
you more time to absorb driving feedback and more time
to focus on driving skill rather than just survival. Driving
in other forms of race cars, or karts, will make you more
attuned to responding to the feedback through the seat,
wheel and pedals and more focused on precise driving.
But nothing substitutes for the pure seat time in your own
car.
Tom Fielitz

Remember,
The Bahn Stormer comes to
you through the support of
of our advertisers.
Patronize them and tell
them, “Thanks for supporting the Rally Sport Region”
21

22

Porsche Club of America

Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes
Wednsday, December 07, 2011
Jim Christopher: President.....................................Present
Rick Mammel: Vice President.................................Present
Dave Cooper (Events Chair).....................................Present
Jim Dowty................................................................Present
Jack Dunlap.............................................................Present

Dave Finch...............................................................Present
Pat Jeski: Past President..........................................Absent
Michael Kimber........................................................Absent
Ken Knight...............................................................Present
Christian Maloof: Track Chair..................................Absent

Members & Visitor Present: Tom Bloom, Norah Cooper
(Event Chair), Jay Fash, Matt Huber, Mary Ann & Dan
Kantrow, Tom Krueger, Burghard Linn (Treasurer), Lynda
Mammel, Barb & Tim Pott, Kathy & Mike O’Rear (Editor),
Glenn Trapp (Membership), and Al Wright.

Newsletter: The newsletter is set for this month just
waiting for the election results.

Call to Order: Jim Christopher called the meeting to order
at 7:30PM at Carlyle Grill in Ann Arbor, MI.
Meeting Minutes: The November meeting minutes were
reviewed. Motion: A motion to approve the minutes
passed unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report: Burghard Linn reviewed the November
Treasurer’s report. Motion: A motion to approve the
treasurer’s report passed unanimously. REMINDER: The
Treasurer’s Report is available to any RSR Club member.
E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn (burghard.linn@
gmail.com).

Web Site: Emmanuel Garcia was absent. Glenn reported
that most of the past newsletters have been digitized and
loaded. He is working on getting the newsletters from the
Lori Jo years.
Events Committee: Dave and Norah reported:
• 1/21/2012: Time with Tim
• 2/25/2012: RSR Holiday Party
• Spring/2012: Gymkhana event
• Summer/2012: Glass Museum Tour
• TBD/2012: Movie night
• Tom Bloom discussed a presentation from a tire
expert that could take place during a board meeting
or a separate event. He also suggested a motor
oil expert for the March meeting. Mike O’Rear is
contacting Howard Cooper for a product review
event.

Insurance Report: Michael Kimber was absent. No report.
Goody Store Report: Jim Christopher reported that he had
nothing new about the National PCA site.
Advertising Report: Jim Christopher reported that we have
no new advertisers. Funds are coming in for the invoices
that were sent out.
Membership: Glenn Trapp reported that we have 223
members. No new members this month. No feedback
from emails that Glenn sent out to those that have left the
club.
Track Report: Christian Maloof was absent. Tom Bloom
reported that since we struggle to fill events we may not
what to take on a multi-region Mid-Ohio event.

Election News: Official results: President: Rick Mammel.
Re-elected Board members: David Cooper & Christian
Maloof. New Board members: Tom Bloom & Ron Pruette.
New Business: Michael Kimber is stepping down as
insurance chair. The Board expressed its appreciation
for Michael’s diligent efforts as club legal advisor and
Insurance Chair. Most notably, Michael’s completion of a
comprehensive review and updating of the Club’s By-Laws
and the improved process for assuring that event insurance
is handled correctly.
Motion: Meeting adjourned: 8:17p.m. Minutes taken by:
Mary Ann Kantrow
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CL A SSIFIED A DS
CARS FOR SALE
2005 Porsche Carrera (997): Arctic Silver/black interior, sunroof, heated
leather sport seats,
remote 6 CD changer,
Bi-Xenon headlamps,
sport (short) shifter
and 3M clear bra.
Excellent car cover.
47,800 miles (garaged
in winters). Very clean, maintenance records available.
$40,000. Mike O’Rear at morear734@gmail.com or 734214-9993. (01/12)
1996 Porsche Twin Turbo GT2 Clone:
PRICE $59,000  
91,000 miles. all service records from the
original owner. Newly
installed GT2 body
kit. Complete respray.
Sunroof delete, full
cage, GT3 European
seats, Carpet delete,
PSS9,   Engine rebuilt
by Wright Motorsports
in Batavia Ohio . http://
www.wrightmotorsports.com. Phone:
Fred 248-568-5986
fcalero@enovateit.com
(01/12)
2007 997 GT3 sunroof coupe: WPOAC29977S792204.
5,100 miles. White/
black full leather, GPS,
PCCB brakes, sports
chrono package, bixenon headlamps,
white roll bar, GT3
seats, Schroth 6 point
harnesses, GPS lap timer, GT3 RS 4.0 graphics. $79,900.
Tom Green, Saline, MI 48176. Work 734-429-5958. (11/11)
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1987 Porsche 944 Turbo: Black, 130k plus miles, tons of
upgrades and maintenance just completed. Email for pics
and detailed list. $6,900.00 malecmatt@gmail.com (09/11)
1985 911 Targa: 3.2 non-turbo black on black, runs strong,
clean inside and
out, California car.
$15,000 obo. Call
Dave Bausch for info
at 734-368-2023
(05/11)
1982 911 Targa: black
vinyl interior; shiny black exterior; nice tires on 16” Fuchs
alloys, which are undamaged, but could use new black
enamel; No engine or trans. No signs it was ever bent or
rusted. $1900 OBO For further info please write to David
Grant at porschefamily@gmail.com. (05/11)

OTHER ITEMS
81 911 Parts: Need to make room. Make an offer. Sway
bars, Torsion Bars, Complete exhaust system, Most of AC
system, Charcoal canister, crossover oil line, Heater blower
and hardware, Cruise control with brain and cable, CDI
6-pin, early coil, Steering wheel, Sugar scoop headlights,
rear seat belts, partial leather seats (Brn. need work)
center console (Brn. rough), Misc. items. Engine fixture
clamp (New), VDO Minicockpit (circa 1975, rare) 914 1.7
tach. Please contact Keith Geasland at 734-945-7054
(01/12)
Cool Shirt System: I have several complete cooler setups made up from Medical equipment to run a cool shirt
system. Comes with cooler, 12v pump, lines and fittings.
As compact and neat as original system. All you need
to supply is cool shirt and brackets to install in car. $110
complete [without shirt] Jack Dunlap 810-923-0148
(01/12)
Boxster Tires: Yokohama ES-100. Tread wear 280, Traction
AA, Temp A, No repairs. Fronts: 205-50-ZR17, 5/32nds
tread left. Rears: 255-40-ZR17, 4/32nds left. $175.00 for
the set. Contact Gary Egbert 734-765-0408 (09/11)

Porsche 987/997 Alcantara Seats: black, airbag, and
I believe heated. No visible wear on seating areas or
bolsters. $850.00 obo. Call Matt 517-304-2707. (9/11)
SPECIALTY CAR STORAGE: INSIDE CLIMATE CONTROLLED.
Ann Arbor near the Ann Arbor Motor Mall, secure, clean,
easy access, including air conditioning and heating, $100.00
per month. Please contact Ed Goldman at
517-927-1456 (cell) or goldmaned@gmail.com (08/11)

Forgeline RS Wheels: 8x17 and 9.5x17, 18lbs. ea. (fit
911/930/944 through 1985), with Dunlop Direzza Z1
235/40-17 and 255/40-17 tires at 3/16 thread depth. $800,
or offer. 22 mm front factory sway bar, $50. Andy 734-7186432 or aos@wowway.com. (08/11)
STORAGE FOR RENT: Heated, secured museum-like garage. $100.00/month Call Clem at (810) 636-2840. (09/11)

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please contact Mike O’Rear at morear734@gmail.com (Put “Bahn
Stormer Ad” in the subject line). Non-members will be charged $5.00/quarter. Ads more than six months old may be
removed unless resubmitted.

Photo from Porsche Cars North America web site. -->

Want Something “Porscheish”
As a new feature of the Bahn Stormer, future
issues will include “Wanted Items” in the
Classified Ads section. Looking for parts, or
a car? Send your desires to morear734@
gmail.com.

Road Pic of the Month
Arizona desert on the way from the Grand Canyon north
rim, November 2011. (Photo by RSR Member Asa Javier BaRa)

“Helping You Sell Your Porsche and
Other Fine Automobiles”

Showings and Consultations
by Appointment

Showings and Consultations
Matt Fenster
by Appointment
matt@sellyourporsche.com
248.496.3004

Matt Fenster

Michael Cohen
matt@sellyourporsche.com
michael@sellyourporsche.com
1925 HeideTroy, 248.227.8604
MI 48084 | 248.496.3004
1925 Heide Troy, MI 48084
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.
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d Riv

Halsted Rd.

Gran

er Av

e.
Grand River Ave.

W. 10 Mile Rd.

Haggerty Rd.
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

Decoding Porsche VIN Numbers

By Ken Koop, courtesy of “Old Faithful” the newletter of the Yellowstone Region, PCA.

Ever wonder what the combination of
letters and numbers in the VIN number of
your car actually stand for? The Vehicle
Identification Number (VIN) can tell you
quite a bit about your particular automobile.
The following table shows what the 911’s
VIN numbers and letters (when decoded)
represent. Even though this table depicts the
911, all Porsches follow the same regimen.
The major differences for other Porsche
models would be in the position of the 11th
“Digit”. If you have a Boxster or Cayman, the
letter “U” would most likely be used instead
of “S” since most of them are manufactured
in Uusikaupunki, Finland instead of Stuttgart,
Germany. For the Cayenne, the 11th “Digit”
would have the letter “L” representing Leipzig,
Germany as the city of origin.
The USA, along with numerous other
countries, specify various safety and emission
requirements that are pertinent to that
individual country. You will notice the term
“RoW” (rest of world) being used in the table.
If the USA is the only country in the world that
requires a specific configuration, then there
would be vehicles produced specifically for the
“USA” market. All of the other vehicles would
be produced for the “RoW” for that particular
model of vehicle. The “RoW” term, is used to
distinguish those changes.
I hope this table will provide you with your
own personal Rosetta Stone, which will enable
you to unravel the Hieroglyphics to the VIN
numbers of your car!
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©2011 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. Optional equipment shown is extra. *To qualified customers through
Porsche Financial Services. See your participating authorized Porsche dealer for details.

There's a reason it's called a new beginning.
Ultra-low-mileage lease options now available.*

Porsche of Farmington Hills
37911 Grand River Avenue
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
(248) 471-0800
www.farmington-hills.
porschedealer.com
Porsche recommends

The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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