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There aren’t a great deal of motor-head things to write 
about this time of year; please forgive me if this month’s 
article is a bit on the mundane….

Father Time
Wow.  2010 is over….  It couldn’t happen soon enough!  Au 
Revoir, Sholem, Auf Wiedersehen, Do Svidanja, Good Rid-
dance, Aloha, Arrivederci, Sayonara, Valete, Zai jian, Adiós, 
and Adjö.   Absolutely, the goofiest year of my life.  The 
lesson learned from 2010: life is short, enjoy!

We’re Getting the Band Back Together
Congratulations to Rick Mammal, Jack Dunlap and Jim 
Dowty.  Rick and Jack were elected to return for another 
two-year term as Board Members.  Jim is a returning Board 
Member after a two-year hiatus.  I look forward to valu-
able contributions from each of them. Also, a very special 
thanks to Ken Knight for volunteering to run for a Board 
position.  Although he wasn’t elected, I look forward to his 
continued insightful contributions as a club-member.

The People Have Spoken - Local
The masses have voted…to retain the long-standing RSR-
PCA logo.  Now that this formality is over you can expect a 
web-based, goody store with dry-goods and decals bearing 
our unique logo.  Expect to see this, piggy-backed with the 
PCA National goody store, in the next few months.

The People Have Spoken – National
You might remember in spring 2010 all of the regions 
voted on a couple of initiatives – one of which was to raise 
the yearly dues $4.00 per year, per primary member.  Ap-
parently, our Board was one of the few that voted against 
the increase as the proposal was passed by a wide major-
ity.  As a result membership dues will now be, $46 for one 
year, $90 for two years and $132 for three years.

Our Board was also asked to vote on whether or not PCA 
should own, rather than rent, a National Headquarters 
building.  While our board voted no, the majority voted 
yes and a 4,000 square foot office space should house our 
headquarters by the end of February.   Once completed 
those of you traveling to the Washington DC area can visit 
the PCA Headquarters at 9689 Gerwig Lane, Unit C/D, 
Columbia, MD 21046.

Forgive Me Father
In keeping with completely non-sensical things…Liz and I 
inappropriately named our two 911’s the Green Hornet 
and Kato – one Forest Green Metallic, the other a loyal 
companion.  Well, after appropriate salutatories of Ouzo, 
Goldschläger and Weinstephan, last month Kato went to a 
wonderful family...that of Michael Eblenkamp.  Michael is 
the Chief Instructor at the SEMPCA and a dear friend and 
will now be responsible for weaning my “little friend” off 
of a diet spanakopita and baklava to that of schnitzel and 
stolen.   Enjoy my friend!

Rodin
No, this is not the lizard!  It’s never too early to begin 
thinking about events…we’d like some insights and event 
hosts for 2011.  There have been murmurs of Bocce Ball 
and road trips to the Cincinnati Zoo, Toronto Zoo, Detroit 
Zoo, the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, wineries to the north 
and US Air Force Museum.  All of these venues provide an 
opportunity for great fun in the new year…but we need 
folks to step up and organize the event.  Please, don’t be 
too shy in volunteering to host one of these events…or 
something of your own thinking.  I promise, you’ll receive 
all the support you need.

Jim

By Jim Christopher, 
Gentleman Farmer
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February 1 (Tuesday):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 
PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

February	12	(Saturday):	RSR	Holiday	Party	--	6:15	PM	at	
the	Holly	Hotel	in	Holly	Michigan	(See	page	7).

March 1 (Tuesday):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM 
at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor.

April 5 (Tuesday):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM at 
Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

May 3 (Tuesday):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM at 
Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor. 

June 7 (Tuesday):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM at 
Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

July 12 (Tuesday):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM 
at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor.

August 2 (Tuesday):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM 
at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth..

September 13 (Tuesday):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 
7:00 PM at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor.

October 4 (Tuesday):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 
PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

November 1 (Tuesday):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 
PM at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor.

December 6 (Tuesday):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 
PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

Surrounding Area Events
April 15 -16 (Fri.-Sat.):  Ohio Valley Region Drivers’ Educa-

tion at Mid-Ohio.

April 30 - May 1 (Sat.-Sun.):  Northern Ohio Region Driv-
ers’ Education at Mid-Ohio.

May 13-15 (Fri.-Sun.): Allegheny Region Drivers’ Education 
at Watkins Glen.

May 13-15 (Fri.-Sun.): Mid-Ohio Region Drivers’ Education 
at Watkins Glen.

June 17-19 (Fri.-Sun.):  Central Indiana Region 50th         
Anniversary Celebration. 

 
June 25-26 (Sat.-Sun.):  Porsche will be the featured 

marque at the Vintage Grand Prix Mid-Ohio.  For details 
go to http://www.midohio.com/

July 23-26: (Saturday):  Allegheny Region 50th Anniversary 
Celebration at Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at Schen-
ley Park in Pittsburgh.  For details go to http://www.
pvgp.org/pvgp/site/default.asp

July 30-31 (Sat.-Sun.):  Porsche to Oxford in Oxford, OH.

July 31 - August 6 :  Annual Porsche Parade in Savannah, 
GA. For details go to http://parade2011.pca.org/

October 29-30 (Sat.-Sun.): Ohio Valley Region 50th Anni-
versary Celebration at Porsches of the Village dealer-
ship in Cincinnati, OH.
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Now Located At:
ArborMotion
669 State Circle
Ann Arbor, MI 48108



7

After a Google blog post last weekend, it was revealed that 
Google has been secretly working on autonomous vehicles, 
cars that can drive themselves. The engineers working on 
this project had experience from the DARPA challenges, 
and include Sebastian Thrun of the 2005 winners from 
Stanford, and Christopher Urmson of the 2007 winners 
from Carnegie Mellon (of which my company also contrib-
uted).

Their fleet of six Prius (Priuses? Prii? Priora? Prissies?) and 
one Audi TT has driven over 140,000 miles with only occa-
sional human control, and over 1,000 miles with no human 
intervention according to the New York Times. These cars 
have driven on the Pacific Coast Highway and Lombard 
Street. They’ve gone as far as Lake Tahoe (from Moun-
tain View, CA?). I’m assuming they’ve been holding off 
venturing onto rough, treacherous venues, like Woodward 
Avenue in New Detroit until their T-1 (http://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/T-1_%28Terminator_character%29) is operational.

The cars use GPS, pre-mapped information, and sensors 
to help guide them. The sensors include scanning LIDAR, 
cameras, and RADARs. The cars may or may not have a 
flux capacitor— this I can neither confirm nor deny.  The 
only incident they’ve reported was minor. One of Google’s 
vehicle was waiting at a light when it was rear-ended, pre-
sumably by a car driven by an old fashioned human.  

When I heard this news, I immediately bowed down to 
our auto overlords. And then I e-mailed Wes (and so did 
four other colleagues).  Wes has been sort of working 
with Google with one of our radar sensors. I say “sort of” 
because Google was somewhat secretive in terms of what 
they were doing with these sensors, so Wes wasn’t really 
sure what his code was going into, but he had his suspi-
cions.  And he was wrong. Very wrong. (Actually, we all 
were.)

What Hath Google Wrought
by Emmanuel Garcia a.k.a. RSR’s Der Cranky Webmeister

(Continued on Page 22)

When:    Saturday, February 12 at 6:15 pm.

Where:  The Historic Holly Hotel (110 Battle Alley, Holly, MI  48442)

Features:
   o  Private Dining Room Buffet Dinner With Choice of 
       Entrees
   o  Cash bar
   o  75 Minute Live Comedy Show With Preferential      
          Seating

Dress:  Business Casual With Sports Coats Optional For     
             Men.

Cost:  $40.00/person.

Register for this event at motorsportreg.com.  Hope to see you there.
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Grand Sport, LLC   21620 Melrose Avenue  Southfield, MI  48075  Phone 248.304.9091 • Fax 248.304.9092
www.grandsport-michigan.com

Selling and Servicing Porsche Automobiles

David Laing loves Porsches like you do – and knows them 
like no one else. Whether you seek performance upgrades, 
repairs, or routine maintenance, David will provide your 
Porsche with unmatched service and care at our state-

of-the-art Grand Sport facility in Southfield. So stop by 
today for a free tour of Grand Sport and see why so many 
owners of new and vintage Porsches trust only David 
Laing with the care of their vehicle.

Premier Porsche technician David Laing. Only at Grand Sport in Southfield.

Your Porsche has given you its best.
Now it’s time to return the favor.
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Current Membership 218

Member Anniversaries

New Members
Bonnie & Ted Francis
Pinckney, MI
2006 Black 997S Cabrio

Harvey Leo
Ann Arbor, MI
1976 Red 911 Targa

Larry Webster
Ann Arbor, MI
(Car not listed)

January
Denis Hall .............................22
Matt Huber ..........................18
Robert Peckham ..................13
Michael LaMarra ..................10
Joseph Desormeaux .............. 9
Jim Dowty III ......................... 9
Al Gaulin ............................... 5
Eugene Jamison .................... 3
Steve Spencer ....................... 1

February
Jim Dunham .........................24
Wally Haley ..........................17
John Heider ..........................17
Roy Retzlaff ..........................16
Kevin Spicher .......................16
Ken Dill .................................15
Tom Krueger ........................15
Will Pearson .........................13
Vaughan Scott ......................13
John Roumanis .....................12

Gerry Plocharczyk ................11
Bob Smith ............................11
Robert Cardno ...................... 9
Wayne Ellis ............................ 8
Robert Avery ......................... 5
David Bausch ........................ 5
Roland Heiberger .................. 4
Steven Wild ........................... 3
Vincent Pernell ..................... 2
Orgun Guralp ........................ 1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership	Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form 
located in the forms section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to 
both Panorama, the official PCA magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer .

Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, 
Glenn Trapp, for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-7854 or 
gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive 
Director:
 Vu Nguyen
 PO Box 1347 
 Springfield, VA 22151
Please also forward your new address to the RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com 
This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special 
 note of this when dealing with PCA national.
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Evolution of the Porsche 356, a Spotter’s Guide -- Part 2
Story and Photos by RSR Member Sebastian Gaeta

Last time, we discussed the Gmund built prototype cars 
that were the first 356s built by Porsche in Austria before 
moving back to Stuttgart.  The biggest difference between 
the Gmund  and Stuttgart cars, and there are many, are 
the materials used to build the body.  While the in-house 
produced Gmund bodies were aluminum with a box frame, 
the Stuttgart cars were built by Ruetter in all steel.

Let’s talk about the 1950-‘51cars from Stuttgart, but 
keep in mind that Porsche was still not yet a full fledged 
manufacturer.  This meant that changes occurred often and 
without notice, and were not necessarily tied to a particu-
lar model year change.  This is true for most minute details, 

but since we are dealing with the basics here, this is a 
pretty good representation of how the cars were equipped.

Compared to the Gmund cars in general you will notice 
that the two-piece windshield carried over with just a little 
modification, and there is the absence of the protruding 
fixed front quarter windows.  It is then that you realize 
the dimensions of the body have changed quite a bit, yet 
still keep the basic shape intact.  The hood is now quite 
rounded at the bottom and the fenders less bulbous.  The 
slope of the rear window area has changed shape as well, 
but is still eerily familiar.

Let’s start with specifics in the back.  The single beehive 
tail lights have been joined by square glass reflectors above 

each one.  The rear engine lid retains the single grill but 
the outline is shaped slightly differently and uses a new 
hinge system that would run through the end of produc-
tion.  The back window changed in shape and grew in size 
for better rear vision.  There is still an absence of aluminum 
trim on the window and windshield seals that appeared 
on later cars. There is now a license plate light fixture that 
shines down on the plate and incorporates a brake light in 
the center.  In later cars that brake light becomes a reverse 
light when a second beehive is added to each side as brake 
lights.

Moving to the side you now see protruding door handles 
whereas the Gmund cars’ handles were flush with the 
body. The curved rocker panels were retained, and there is 
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still no decorative trim which comes later on in production.  
There are still no vent windows at the front of the doors in 
place of the Gmund’s fixed quarter windows; these show 
up again later on, first in cabriolets in 1956 and then in 
coupes in the 1960 model year.  Wheels were still solid 
(and skinny) 16” x 3.25” steel with moon hubcaps, giving 
the cars a “pig on roller skates” appearance from the rear 
while tooling down the road.

The front end has changed as mentioned earlier with 
the rounded shape of the front hood, but the attached 
bumpers remain giving the car a beautiful clean look.  Two 
beehive front turn signals now adorn the front just below, 
and inboard of, the VW style headlamps.  The “PORSCHE” 
script has moved from the hood to the body just below 
the hoodline, and the hood handle is now functional as it 
is raised vs. being a flat deco trim on the Gmund cars.  The 
split, two piece windshield remained for now and the wind-
shield wipers still rested is opposite directions, something I 
think is very cool.

The interior changed quite a bit with an all new dashboard 
that incorporated more switches and gauges.  This is when 

the tachometer first appeared in a Porsche, and no, it was 
not always placed smack dab in the center, an arrangement 
that became permanent later on.  One interesting feature 
is the turn signal switch located high on the dashboard, 
versus a lever mounted to the left of the steering wheel as 
on later cars.  The ignition switch now moved to the left of 
the steering wheel along with the starter button. The seats 
were sportier and individual buckets vs. the bench seat 
arrangement on the Gmund cars.  For the first time, a rear 
seat appeared and would continue throughout production.  
The interior was not as spartan as before and the quality of 
materials, fit and finish was outstanding for any car built at 
the time.  You could also order a sunroof; some were steel 
sliding roofs and others the sliding canvas “ragtops” that 
were quite popular back then.

Under the hood the gas tank changed in shape and dimen-
sions, but was still placed against the firewall. the spare tire 
sat in the battery box area and was more upright than in 
the Gmund cars.

The transmission was still a 4 speed VW “crash box” and 
the engines were still VW based, but now came in three 
flavors: 1.1 liter, 1.3 liter and the powerful 1.5 liter.  The 
larger engine, though available throughout the world, was 
developed for the American market as Porsche needed to 
make a splash in the US to realize their dream of becoming 
a larger manufacturer. Top speed with the 1.5 liter car was 
161 kmh (100 mph) which was what they needed to suc-
ceed across the Atlantic.

From this point on, development and changes were fast 
and furious as Porsche began to make waves in Europe 
with an eye to the U.S.  Next time we will see some big 
improvements in the ’52-’55 cars and detail the easy way 
to spot them.

Editor’s Note:  Below are the pictures of a Gmund coupe from the December Bahn Stormer.
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Howard Cooper
I M P O R T  C E N T E R

We offer an excellent selection of cars 
for immediate delivery…

or place your order.

We can also help you fi nd the new 
(or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Come visit our brand new Porsche building:

HOWARD COOPER PORSCHE

2575 S. State Street • Ann Arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street, Exit #177, go North 

1/2 mile…Howard Cooper is on the right.

Porsche Sales: 734-761-3200
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C a rlyle
Bar & Grill

Contemporary American Cuisine
3660 Jackson Road, Ann Arbor • 734.213.9800 

(In front of Quality 16 Movie Theatre )

FEATURING CLASSIC & CREATIVE DISHES
FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN

2900 S. State Street, Ann Arbor (Located in the Concord Center)
734.332.9700 • www. m e d i t e rr a n o . c o m

Two beautifully appointed private rooms perfect for business meetings, 
weddings & rehearsal dinners, engagement celebrations, graduations,

bar mitzvahs, baptismals, birthday parties & other events.

For booking your occasion, call 734.332.9700 

BY
LaPia zza’

�

�
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars 
By SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

But how does it sound?

For most people, the emotions that a car evokes is tied to 
how it looks and how it drives.  For me, I have to add how 
it sounds.  Like a lot of young boys, I learned to identify a 
car as much by its sound as its looks.  It was a very big deal 
to be able to distinguish the sound of a Chevy V8 from a 
Chrysler V8.  And certainly to distinguish the sound of a V8 
over that of a straight six.  The sound of exotic foreign cars 
was more of a challenge but more rewarding as they were 
rare occurrences on our roads.   The sounds of a Jaguar 
six were very distinct, especially from the Porsche six.  The 
young men in my neighborhood amped up my passion for 
sound with a Corvair Monza Turbo and a High Performance 
289 Mustang GT.  Ah, someday that would be me driving a 
car that made heads turn.  My favorite LP record was the 
sounds of the 1966 Le Mans race.

My father’s Fords were untouchable, although I always 
suspected I got the motor sound gene from him.  After all, 
he did tell me how his favorite flat head Ford V8 had an ex-
haust cut out to bypass the muffler.  And the family station 
wagons all had big V8s and dual exhausts.  

But I had to wait for my first car to make my own unique 
sounds.  My first car was almost pre destined to be a VW 
Beetle passed down from my older brother.  I never told 
him why his exhaust seemed to rot out so soon; but it no 
doubt had something to do with shooting water into the 
muffler to flush out all that nasty carbon when I washed his 
car.  When it finally became my car it was time to open up 
that J.C. Whitney catalog and see just how sporty a 1967 
1500 VW Beetle could sound.  On went a four into one 
header and glass pack muffler with a big megaphone on 
the end.  My mother swore she could hear that car coming 
four blocks away.  

My next car move was straight into the big time with a 
914-6.   The next Porsche was a 911S which made even 
more furious sounds.   By my third Porsche, a 1972 911E, I 
was getting into track events and finding out what potential 
sound there was in a Porsche six.  I went off the deep end 
with headers culminating in two foot long open mega-
phones.  That would have been impossible for the street 
except for the trick of stuffing fiberglass motorcycle inserts 
into the megaphones.  But every track event would blow 

out all of the fiberglass which required some effort to stuff 
fresh fiberglass sheet into the mufflers.  When I finally 
heard the sound of a factory twin pipe rally muffler I knew I 
had my sound.   And that is the same sound it makes today, 
over twenty years later.

Additional garage companions to the 911E over the years 
had their own unique sounds, from a 356C to a Mazda RX2, 
VW Sirocco and Acura Integra.  A sound that will never 
fade for me was the shriek of my 914-6 GT with a 2.8 race 
motor and big headers ending in a sport muffler.  I actually 
sold that car long distance by putting my cell phone in the 
passenger seat and driving around the neighborhood.  One 
of the sounds that proved too much was a 944.  Normally 
they are very pleasant sounding cars.  But I was attracted 
to this one because the second owner replaced the muf-
fler with a straight pipe.  If anything, it was about as loud 
as my 911 but with a deeper resonance.  If fact it was the 
resonance that got it in trouble as it made the neighbors 
windows rattle when I backed out of the drive early each 
morning.  Off came the straight pipe and on went a Cherry 
Bomb, aptly named.  The current garage companion to the 
911 is a 1999 Corvette.   I am sure GM spent a lot of money 
to design a pleasant sounding muffler system.   As soon 
as that system rusted I had my excuse to fix that situation.  
It now has the proper sound for a big V8 with a unique 
crackle and burble on shifts and on deceleration.  

So now you know how to impress me with a car.  It may 
look pretty and go fast, but unless it has a sound that stirs 
my soul it is just another face in the crowd.   Engine sounds 
are what stick in my memory.   I will never forget the shriek 
of a V12 Matra race motor,  the booming sounds of an Indy 
Offenhauser motor, whoosh of a turbine, a Ferrari F1 V10 
going past at 18,000 rpm or the over whelming sound of an 
8,000 horsepower nitro drag car that is just shock and awe.  

Think about the cars that inspired you and I bet the sound 
they made was a key part of that experience.  If I judged a 
concourse event I would have to have each car start up and 
impress me with motor sounds.  More than wanting people 
to remember how my car looks, I want them to remember 
how it sounds.  
 
Your car fanatic friend,

Tom Fielitz
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Happy New Year to all of the members of the Great Lakes 
Zone (Zone 4) of the Porsche Club of America!!  I wanted 
to start out the New Year by providing all of the regions’ 
members some insight into what is going on in the sur-
rounding sister regions of Zone 4. I plan to provide a 
monthly column to your newsletter with timely information 
about events in and around the Zone.

First, for the newer members, a brief description of the 
PCA organization.  PCA is currently composed of 139 Char-
tered Regions in the United States, Canada, and Puerto 
Rico with over 58,000 members. These Regions are further 
grouped into 13 Zones, arranged geographically, and each 
consisting of approximately a dozen Regions.  This ‘zone’ 
structure allows for more efficient communication between 
the PCA National Executive Council, the national staff, and 
the individual Region Presidents and Boards.  In Zone 4 we 
have almost 4200 PCA primary members, and an additional 
4000 affiliate members divided amongst the 12 Regions. 
Our geographic area includes Michigan, Ohio, most of Indi-
ana, and the western portion of Pennsylvania.

My ‘job’ as Zone 4 Rep. is to assist in communicating 
between the zone membership and the national staff, 
and vice versa.  As region members, your first source of 
information, of course, should be your Region Officers- 
they know the specifics of your Regions’ policies and 
procedures.  If there are questions involving national rules 
or  regulations they will communicate through me to the 
appropriate national staff member. Likewise, I will com-
municate information from the Executive Council to the 
Region Presidents for their use and dissemination to the 
membership.  Of course, you are welcome to contact me or 
any member of the national staff directly - we are all here 
to help make your PCA experience a good one.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me 
(zone4rep@embarqmail.com). Hope to see you at an event 
soon!

Ron

By Ron Carr
PCA Zone 4 Representative

™ˆ˜œŒ†ˆ`“›”‘™N†•“
RTXNVXQNXPXQ

Winter Special
Free Flatbed Towing/
Off-Season Pricing

One special, discount, or freebie per order per visit. Call for details.

Editor’s Note:  Because the first issue of each year’s 
Bahn Stormer covers January and February we have 
included Ron Carr’s January and February columns 
in this issue.  The January column on this page was 
edited to eliminate duplicate information on events.
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By Ron Carr
PCA Zone 4 Representative

Well, we are into the New Year and the Great Lakes Zone 
is mostly blanketed with snow, ice, and slush!! It’s time for 
doing indoor events and planning the outdoor ones. Most 
Regions have wonderful indoor events in the winter such 
as Chili Cook-off’s, Wine Tastings, new member parties, and 
other social events to keep up our spirits and provide an 
opportunity to (what else) talk about summer driving! 
Another popular indoor event is a Tech Session, usually 
held at a local Porsche service shop. 

Please check out your Region’s website for the latest local 
region events that may interest you. If you are traveling 
around the Great Lakes area and find yourself looking 
for something to do in another region area, check their 
website before going and see if there is something going on 
that would interest you. Generally speaking, PCA Regions 
will be happy to accommodate visitors from other Regions 
at their events if at all possible. It’s a great way to make 
new friends or catch up with some old friends that you only 
see in the summer.

Now, for upcoming zone events to plan for in the spring 
and summer:
• Drivers Education Opportunities are being planned for 

the springtime at:

- Mid Ohio SCC on April 15-17th (Ohio Valley Region) 
(tentative)

- Mid Ohio SCC on April 30-May 2nd (Northern Ohio 
Region) (tentative)

- Watkins Glen on May 13-15th (Allegheny Region)
- Mid Ohio SCC on May 13-15th (Mid-Ohio Region)

• The Central Indiana Region will be celebrating their 50th 
Anniversary on June 17, 18, & 19 in Indianapolis, IN. 
Stay tuned for details.

• On the weekend of June 25th, the Vintage Grand Prix 
will be at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course in Lexington, 
Ohio. Porsche will be the featured Marque for the 
event. Information is available at http://www.midohio.
com/.

• The Allegheny Region will celebrate their 50th Anniver-
sary on July 23rd at the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix 
at Schenley Park in Pittsburgh, PA. Porsche will be the 
featured Marque at this event also, and they are hoping 
to attract 1000 cars to the weekend event. Information 
will be forthcoming on the Allegheny Region website or 
at http://www.pvgp.org/pvgp/site/default.asp.

• Ohio Valley Region celebrates their 50th Anniversary on 
October 29th & 30th in Cincinnati, OH with a banquet at 
the Porsches of the Village dealership. See the website 
for details.

• The annual Porsche Parade will be held in Savannah, 
GA form July 31th to August 6th. See the PCA Website 
for details at http://parade2011.pca.org/ . Registration 
opens on March 8th. 

• The P2O multi-region event will again be in Oxford, Ohio 
(near Cincinnati) on July 30th weekend. Come and be a 
part of a “Casual Porsche Party” that attracts over 400 
cars from the surrounding regions.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me 
at zone4rep@embarqmail.com . Hope to see you at an 
event soon!

Ron
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Annual General Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, December 7, 2010

Jim Christopher:  President .....................................Absent
Owen Balduf ...........................................................Present
Dave Cooper ............................................................Absent
Jack Dunlap..............................................................Absent
Dave Finch ..............................................................Present
Pat Jeski, Past President .........................................Present

Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary .................................Present
Michael Kimber ......................................................Present
Burghard Linn, Treasurer ........................................Present
Christian Maloof:  Track Chairman ..........................Absent
Rick Mammel:  Vice-President................................Present
Mike O’Rear: Editor ................................................Present

Rick Mammel called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth, MI.

Members	&	Visitor	Present:  David Bates, Tom Bloom, Vi-
gen Darian, Jim Dowty, Jim Dunham, Stewart Free - Events, 
Matt Huber, Dan Kantrow, Ken Knight, Tom Krueger – Track 
Registrar, Fran Lanciaux, James Lang, Ulf Maier, Lynda 
Mammel, Kathy O’Rear, Barb and Tim Pott, Nancy Schulz, 
Gary Starin, Kiyomi Sugimoto, and Michael Wenners.
28 members present – Quorum achieved

Meeting	Minutes:	 November minutes were reviewed.  
Motion: To approve minutes.  Passed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the November 
financial report.   Motion: To approve report.  Passed.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any 
RSR Club member.  E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn 
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Insurance:  Michael Kimber had no report. .

Goody Store Report:  Jim Christopher was absent. No 
report.

Advertising	Report:  Jim Christopher was absent.  No 
report.

Membership:  Glenn Trapp was absent.  No report.

Track Report:  Christian Maloof was absent.  No report.

Newsletter:	 The newsletter deadline is January 9.  Rick 
acknowledged both Mike and Kathy for all their hard work.

Web Site:  Emmanuel Garcia was absent. No report.

Events	Committee:		
• The next big event is the Holiday party on February 

12th.  RSVP date is 12/15 for RSR members.
• Stewart Free reported that the event at the Glass 

Palace was a first class event.
• Rick acknowledged all the hard work of Sally and Stew-

art Free on the events committee.

New Business:  
Election Results:
• Jim Dowty was voted onto the board, Jack Dunlap and 

Rick Mammal were re-elected
• All By-law changes passed.  The by-law changes will 

take effect at the beginning of 2011.
• The existing logo received the most votes.
• We discussed board meetings for next year.  

Motion:  To schedule board meetings at Karl’s on even 
months and at Carlyle Grill on odd months.  Meetings will 
begin in February 2011.  Passed. 

Mary Ann will schedule the meetings at Karl’s and Mike 
O’Rear will schedule the meetings at Carlyle Grill

Motion: Meeting adjourned: 8:06 pm. Minutes taken by:  
Mary Ann Kantrow
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CARS FOR SALE

2002 Boxster S: 28,200 miles, guards red, black interior, 
always garaged, 18 inch “turbo” rims, great conditions 
inside and out, new tires, new oil change, etc. Asking price: 
$19,500. Call Roland Heiberger, tel: (248) 760-9652 (12/10)

2000	Mazda	Miata	MX-5:	 White w/Tan Leather, 1.8L, 5spd, 
All options including: Factory Ground effects package, ABS, 
AC, Nardi Strg Wheel, 15” Alloys, Cruise, Pwr Windows, 
Bose Stereo w/ CD, Pwr Locks and more.  30+ MPG on 87 
octane!  143K miles.  Yes, a lot of miles, However this is 
a very well maintained, near Excellent Condition former 
Texas car (stored winters in Michigan since 2004).  I have all 
maintenance records and everything works.  No accidents 
and trouble free.  $6,700  Call Gary:  248-887-2524 (11/10)

1995	Porsche	Carrera	Coupe: Guards red, black interior. 
Mint condition, 14,500 miles. All books and records. 17 
inch alloy wheels, rim caps with Porsche crest. Never seen 
rain. $40,000.00. Call 248-553-8225 or 248-496-5201. 
(06/10)

1986	911:	Turbo	body,	cabriolet: 52,000 miles, easy driv-
ing, owned since 1989 guards red, all records, maintained 
by Wayne when he was at Laverys. Dennis Yashinsky 248-
931-1123 (04/10)

2007	997	GT3:  4,500 miles. 
WPOAC29977S792204. 
White/black full leather, 
GPS, PCCB brakes ,sports 
chrono, bi-xenon head-
lamps, roll bar, GT3 seats, 
Schroth 6 point harnesses. 
$99,000. Tom Green, 3404 
Oak Park Drive, Saline, MI 48176. Work 734-429-5958. Cell 
734-417-0030 (10/09)

PARTS FOR SALE

Helmet:	 Bell RS 5 Racer Series white helmet that has never 
been used and purchased last year for $150.00. Clarence 
Carpenter cell # 313-529-4507. (09/10)

Tires: Michelin Pilot Sport Cups: (2) 235-35-19 & (2) 265-
30-19 $100; Hoosier R6: (2) 265-35-19 $50; Hoosier R6
(4) 205-50-15 $200 (one brand new); Contact Tom Krueger
313-570-2223 or thomasjkrueger@gmail.com (08/10)

198x	Porsche	Cab	or	Coupe	Covercraft	Noah	custom	car	
cover:   Standard body, no tail.  Like new and used indoors 
for winter storage only.  No tears or holes or mods.  Only 
replaced because we added a spoiler to our 1986 this year. 
$100.  Jdesorme@umich.edu. 313-231-7639  (12/09)

OTHER ITEMS

STORAGE:  It is not too early to think about storage this 
summer or next fall/winter for your sports car. Located 
just south of Ann Arbor and owned by a longtime PCA and 
now RSR member, the garage is clean, dry, safe and secure. 
Only enthusiasts cars are stored and are predominantly 
Porsches. We rent by the season and provide reasonable 
in/out privileges for the summer season. $250 for sum-
mer (April-October), $425 for the winter season (October-
April) or $600 for the entire year. Please contact me with 
any questions or to reserve your spot. Sebastian Gaeta    
spg356@sbcglobal.net    734-645-9381 (02/11)

Storage	for	Rent: Protect your investment. Heated & 
secured garage for automobile storage. $500.00 for the 
season.  A 50% deposit is required to reserve your space. 
Call Clem Weierstahl at (810)636-2840. (11/10)

CLASSIFIED ADS

To place your classified ad in The Bahn Stormer 
please contact:

Mike O’Rear -  morear734@gmail.com
(Put “Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line.) 

or call Mike at 734-214-9993
Non-members will be charged $5.00/quarter.

Ads more than six months old may be removed 
unless resubmitted.
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Personally, I’m glad we were wrong because I think this 
is better than what we thought. I’m all for autonomous 
driving. As I’ve mentioned previously, I don’t place a lot of 
faith in my fellow man’s ability to drive. Or breathe through 
his nose. The sooner we have autonomous cars, the better 
(even if I didn’t work in a related area).  Autonomous cars 
will drive the speed limit, won’t run red lights, and won’t 
flip you off as they cut in front of you in rush hour traffic. 
They will signal for lane changes and turns. They may even 
stop for school buses with flashing red lights and emer-
gency vehicles.  Robot cars aren’t going to drink and then 
drive. They won’t fall asleep at the wheel. They won’t bran-
dish a 9mm if you’re tailgating, at least not until Skynet, or 
whatever Google decides to call it, goes on-line.  This is a 
good thing.

Of course some will say that if we have autonomous cars, 
then people won’t pay attention behind the wheel. Well, 
that’s precisely the point. People already don’t pay atten-
tion behind the wheel. With robot cars, at least someone/
something will be watching out.

Think about the people that need to be in robot cars: 
people that don’t want to drive; people that don’t pay 
attention; people that are bad drivers; people that wear 
hats. These people should not drive. Let these 99% of the 
population have robot cars so they continue texting, eating, 
reading or whatever these people do in cars, and let the 
other 1% drive in safety.

(Google -- From Page 7)
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Final Lap
By RSR Vice-President Rick Mammel

Winter’s here. Some of you reading this drive a spirited 
auto all year round, some choose a more utilitarian form 
of transport to deal with the limited levels of grip during 
icy drives while the summer car hides from the ravages 
of Michigan winter roads. Even with the utilitarian ride 
there is the fear of wheel bending pot holes and copious 
amounts of salt to help degrade the resale value. Although 
I hate what road salt does to my car I still maintain it is bet-
ter to write off your car over a period of years as opposed 
to instantly, so salt is a necessary evil. Either method of 
transport can be used for more than just changing venues, 
even this time of year you can also extract some driving 
enjoyment.

I enjoy driving. Whether it is in my truck towing a trailer, 
lapping the track or just lumping it to work with the rest 
of the bumper to bumper sheep. There is a pleasure that 
just comes from controlling a motorized machine. My track 
season this year was quite limited which left me with some 
pent up need for precise driving and higher speeds than 
offered by daily commutes. I like to call this aliment “veloc-
ity constipation” and like the human affliction there are 
varying ranges of remedy. Maximum fix for the digestive 
issue, an industrial strength purge agent (or two Taco Bell 
bean burritos) and the automotive equivalent is a week at 
a sun soaked track in the south. If the extreme fix (either 
ailment) is not applicable due to situational limitations, 
then a milder path has to be taken. Prune juice will fix the 
person but how to satisfy the driving needs? I have a few 
personal fixes for offsetting velocity constipation. One I 
call the Entrance Ramp Grand Prix, the other is the Marker 
Lamp Apex. As with the prune juice they take longer to get 
the job done but after enough exposure some satisfaction 
can be realized.

Like real Grand Prix Racing the Entrance Ramp version has 
several stages:  practice, qualifying and the race. Practice is 
when you are taking that Ramp for the first time. Caution 
is required to check for grip, potholes and if there are any 
safe runoff areas just in case things go “whack” during 
qualifying. Qualifying is when you are returning to a previ-
ously run ramp. You know your line having picked your way 
through the potholes during practice and are able to start 
to maximizing some G forces. Qualifying is usually run solo 
where Race is when you are occupying the ramp at the 
same time as another motorist. If the motorist is your aver-
age utilitarian driver you just abort the run and call it a day. 
But if you are lucky enough to have an Import Rice Racer 

or Euro Hot Hatch with you on the ramp you now have an 
opportunity to gain “extra relief” by either closing in or the 
ultimate putting some distance between you. The nice part 
about the Ramp GP is there is limited opportunity for you 
to be used as a revenue source for the hosting city. Many 
ramps are quite long and can offer prolonged enjoyment, a 
plus over the next remedy.

Marker Lamp Apexes, unlike the above, are very momen-
tary, but can offer the same peak level of satisfaction. For 
those not familiar with the MLA it is a simple process of 
using the first car stopped at an intersection as your apex 
when you make a left turn. The difference between this 
apex and the one at the track is for the street version it 
is NOT good to “hit the apex”. If you are going for points, 
then there are extra ones awarded if you get so close that 
the other driver freaks and beeps the horn. There are two 
variations for the MLA, one where the apex vehicle stops at 
the intersection line, which allows for a full sweep corner 
and the modified version where the driver has moved 
much further into the intersection causing you to exten-
sively pinch your line and reduce your velocity. Since the 
speed is slower during this acute turn it does allow you to 
get closer, make eye contact and almost guarantee getting 
a bonus horn blast. As you can imagine, this maneuver 
has an opportunity to go horribly wrong, so during MLA 
it should be practiced with restraint. Unlike the Ramp GP 
you have many more variables that can ruin your special 
moment. Even though you may know your corner the apex 
is moveable, said apex when moving is unpredictable, and 
there is always the opportunity for a cash donation if the 
local enforcement witnessing the event does not share 
your enthusiasm for spirited driving.

This is not an endorsement of these driving methods as 
they require either momentary or perhaps permanent 
levels of immaturity. Even though my wife, Lynda, is a good 
co-pilot through many of these events I have to wonder 
which team she thinks I belong to, momentary or perma-
nent.  Luckily it is after the winter solstice and we are on 
the downhill run to spring. Warm weather and the accom-
panying increase in grip and velocities are just around the 
corner.

Rick’s January web site pick.   http://bringatrailer.com/ 
Rick’s January video pick:  http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=aK0v--XPNxU&feature=related
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