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A Few Quarts Low
By Jim Christopher, RSR President &
Future 911 Powered VW Camper Bus Owner

Let it Ride*
On June 11th Mike and Kathy O’Rear hosted an absolutely
super ride through the countryside of Washtenaw, Jackson
and Livingston counties. Although I was forced to be an
adult that day, I heard nothing but great things about the
roads, scenery and company. Many thanks to the O’Rears
for hosting a great event.
Brats and brakes…aka, the second Time With Tim was
held at Arbormotion on June 18th with one of our resident
Oracles of Wisdom, Tim Pott, leading the discussion.
Thanks again Tim as I know a number of folks really
appreciate the insights.
Woodstock*
Well…I guess it goes without saying…”why be normal,”
eh? After restoring to perfection a ’67, 427/435 Corvette,
a pair of 914’s and an ’82 911 the voices have again spoken
to me…urging a new project. You see, with my limited
sense of engineering, I view the newer VW camper buses…
say 1970-1979…as nothing more than stretched 914’s –
virtually the same power plant, brakes, transmixer, heater
and the like. A couple of the Club engineering types have
urged me to install a spare 3.2L engine that ought to add
some reliable power to the little beastie…. You know
someone has already engineered the power train swap…
so it’s just a matter of accessing the information…. Let the
search begin!

of brake, clutch, burning rubber and long-spilled beer. The
event has a documented history as a known aphrodisiac
– gentlemen be sure to bring your best girl. Man, hope
to have that camper soon…. Remember to RSVP to me if
you’re coming: president@rsrpca.org
Drive My Car*
Liz and I took a road trip toward Lake Michigan recently and
ended up at the Frederick Meijer Gardens. Not allowing
enough time to see all the facility has to offer we thought it
might make for a solid inter-club event in September – it’s
something I will explore in the next few weeks. I’m very
interested in just a bit of help with this. If you think you’d
like to assist, please send me an email.
Jim

Road Pic of the Month

Hell, no parent would ever let me take their daughter
out on a date in a van, so now that I’m married I’ve got a
chance…right? Oh, did I mention there still is a drive-in
near us…. I know, I know.
Flirtin With Disaster*
Auto City Speedway. Let me say that again….Auto City
Speedway is the place to be on July 2nd
Please join us and a few hundred other fellow sophisticates
for an evening of stock car, chain, trailer and figure eight
racing as well as some seriously good fireworks. Ah…I just
can’t describe the aroma of haute cuisine and beverage –
burgers, dogs, sausage and fries – married with a bouquet

All Rally Sport Region records, including
accounting reports, are available for any
member’s inspection upon request. Contact any Board member if you would like to
see any record.
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RSR Calendar of Events
July 2 (Sat.): Evening of Maximum Destruction, Auto
City Speedway (near Flint). Hosted by Jim Christopher. (see ad on Page 7)
July 9 (Sat.): Beach Bum Run -- Hosted by Dave &
Norah Cooper (see ad on Page 11)
July 12 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM at
Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

September 13 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00
PM at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor
September 27 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education -- Waterford Hills
October 4 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM
at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth
October 23 (Sun.): Color Tour --- Hosted by Jeff Corbin

July 26 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education -- Waterford
Hills
August 2 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM at
Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth

November 1 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00
PM at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor
December 6 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00
PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth

August 23 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education -- Waterford
Hills
August 27 (Sat.): Road Rally for Beginners -- Hosted by
Ken Knight (see ad on Page 7)

Surrounding Area Events
July 8 (Fri.): Rolling Sculpture Car Show in Ann Arbor.
Go to http://mainstreetannarbor.org/2010/06/rollingsculpture-car-show-july-9-2010/ for details.
July 23: (Sat.): Allegheny Region 50th Anniversary Celebration at Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at Schenley
Park in Pittsburgh. For details go to http://www.pvgp.
org/pvgp/site/default.asp
July 29-31 (Fri.-Sun.): Concours d’Elegance Show & Track
(see ad on Page 16)
6

July 30-31 (Sat.-Sun.): Porsche to Oxford in Oxford, OH
(see ad on page 17)
July 31 - August 6 : Annual Porsche Parade in Savannah,
GA. For details go to http://parade2011.pca.org/
September 25 (Sun.): Orphan Car Show, Riverside Park,
Ypsilanti, MI
For additional events sponsored by other nearby PCA
Regions see Zone 4 Representative Ron Carr’s article on
page 21.

An Evening of Maximum Destruction!!
When: Saturday, July 2nd. at 6:30 PM
Where: Auto City Speedway in Clio, Michigan
Details: Join hosts Jim & Liz Christopher for this Fouth of July weekend event featuring
fireworks, stock car racing as well as a slew of utter lunacy in the form of trailer-racing,
where the tow vehicle is pulling a trailer; chain-racing, where the tow car has power but
lacks brakes and the tow vehicle has brakes but lacks power; and, figure eight school-bus
racing where the raceway intersects in the middle of the ¼ mile track. The “racing” can get
very, very amusing.
Those interested in attending should email Jim at president@rsrpca.org. It is important
that you let Jim know that you are planning to attend so that he can account for the size of
the group and make arrangements for us to sit together. Be sure and include your mobile
phone number. As the event nears you will be advised of a predetermined and easy to spot
location in the Auto City Speedway parking lot where we will gather. Guests are certainly
welcome and the night will be equally amusing to young and old alike.

Das Wurst Rally

Please	
  plan	
  to	
  join	
  us	
  on	
  August	
  27,	
  2011	
  for	
  a	
  fun	
  
afternoon	
  designed	
  to	
  expose	
  Participants	
  to	
  the	
  
terminology	
  and	
  techniques	
  involved	
  in	
  Time	
  speed	
  
Distance	
  Rallying.	
  	
  In	
  this	
  form	
  of	
  motorsport,	
  
participants	
  attempt	
  to	
  follow	
  a	
  prescribed	
  course	
  
at	
  designated	
  speeds	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  arrive	
  at	
  timing	
  
checkpoints	
  on	
  time,	
  neither	
  early	
  nor	
  late.	
  	
  Timing	
  
is	
  to	
  the	
  nearest	
  .01	
  minute	
  with	
  penalty	
  points	
  
awarded	
  for	
  early	
  OR	
  late	
  arrival.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  like	
  golf,	
  not	
  
bowling...low	
  score	
  wins.

Trail	
  just	
  NE	
  of	
  Ann	
  Arbor.	
  	
  For	
  those	
  not	
  familiar	
  
with	
  German	
  Park,	
  please	
  check	
  out	
  
www.germanpark.com	
  where	
  you	
  will	
  see	
  that	
  we'll	
  
be	
  welcomed	
  with	
  plenty	
  of	
  Bavarian	
  themed	
  food	
  
and	
  beverage.	
  	
  We	
  will	
  have	
  group	
  parking	
  available	
  
and	
  the	
  entry	
  fee	
  of	
  $5.00	
  is	
  your	
  responsibility.

Course	
  following	
  and	
  timing	
  for	
  this	
  event	
  are	
  both	
  
straightforward	
  and	
  follow	
  the	
  conventions	
  of	
  SCCA	
  
Touring	
  Rally	
  Rules.	
  	
  All	
  Roads	
  are	
  paved	
  and	
  
prescribed	
  speeds	
  are	
  moderate	
  -‐	
   this	
  is	
  a	
  
precision	
  driving	
  exercise	
  -‐	
   not	
  a	
  race	
  -‐	
   safety	
  is	
  
the	
  overriding	
  priority	
  at	
  all	
  times.

Do	
  to	
  the	
  rather	
  extensive	
  preparations	
  involved	
  in	
  
setting	
  up	
  the	
  course	
  and	
  timing,	
  I	
  need	
  at	
  least	
  6	
  
cars	
  registered	
  for	
  the	
  timed	
  event	
  by	
  July	
  15.	
  	
  
Lacking	
  this,	
  the	
  event	
  will	
  run	
  as	
  a	
  poker	
  run	
  only	
  -‐-‐	
  
same	
  start	
  and	
  finish.	
  	
  Please	
  indicate	
  your	
  interest	
  
with	
  an	
  email	
  to	
  wurstrally@comcast.net	
  and	
  I	
  will	
  
return	
  further	
  info	
  on	
  TSD	
  Rally.	
  	
  See	
  you	
  there	
  -‐-‐	
  
Ken	
  Knight.

The	
  starting	
  point	
  will	
  be	
  near	
  Ann	
  Arbor	
  -‐	
  
probably	
  1	
  pm	
  -‐	
   and	
  the	
  finish	
  is	
  at	
  German	
  Park	
  
on	
  Pontiac	
  

For	
  members	
  not	
  wishing	
  to	
  try	
  out	
  the	
  timing	
  
features	
  of	
  TSC	
  Rally,	
  course	
  directions	
  will	
  be	
  
provided	
  and	
  we'll	
  make	
  it	
  a	
  poker	
  run	
  instead.
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Now Located At:
ArborMotion
669 State Circle
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
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Membership Page
Current Membership 222
New Members
Christine Euritt
Ann Arbor, MI
2000 Black 911

Scott & Susan Vollink
Ann Arbor, MI

Member Anniversaries
Gary Starin
Tom Bliznik
Jim Christopher
Steve Shanks
Peter Church
Robert Curry
Elliot Wagenheim
Dan Hudson
Stewart Free

26
20
18
18
14
14
14
12
9

Dan Gaulin
John Black
Steve Howorth
Eric Amidon
Tom Bloom
Bonnie Francis
Michael Kimber
Eric Gedeon
Al Utter

9
7
7
6
6
6
6
5
5

Emin Donat
Myron Marsh
Richard Chang
Yoram Guy
Jon Heidorn
Gui Ponce De Leon
Michael Wenners

2
2
1
1
1
1
1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form
located in the forms section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to
both Panorama, the official PCA magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer .
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson,
Glenn Trapp, for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-227-7854 or
gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive
Director:
Vu Nguyen
PO Box 1347
Springfield, VA 22151
Please also forward your new address to the RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com
This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special
note of this when dealing with PCA national.
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Your Porsche has given you its best.
Now it’s time to return the favor.

Premier Porsche technician David Laing. Only at Grand Sport in Southfield.
David Laing loves Porsches like you do – and knows them
like no one else. Whether you seek performance upgrades,
repairs, or routine maintenance, David will provide your
Porsche with unmatched service and care at our state-

of-the-art Grand Sport facility in Southfield. So stop by
today for a free tour of Grand Sport and see why so many
owners of new and vintage Porsches trust only David
Laing with the care of their vehicle.

Selling and Servicing Porsche Automobiles
Grand Sport, LLC 21620 Melrose Avenue Southfield, MI 48075 Phone 248.304.9091 • Fax 248.304.9092
www.grandsport-michigan.com
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Beach Bum Run

Irish Hills Lake Tour + MIS Visit + Beach Bar

Date/Time: Saturday, July 9th - departing at 9 AM (Rain or Shine)
Hosts: Norah and Dave Cooper
Start/End Location: Meijer Parking Lot, Sect. M, Ann Arbor – Saline Rd., Ann
Arbor (Exit 175 on I-94)
Attire: Beach-wear, Swim-wear, Hawaiian Shirt, Speedo, Bikini, etc.
Route: We’ll drive by several Irish Hills lakes - then visit Michigan Int’l Speedway ($5

cash fee), followed by a lunch at the famous Beach Bar on Clark Lake – lunch will be
around $10 (cash only).

RSVP: by Sunday July 2nd to davecarrera4@gmail.com
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Rally Sport Region’s Drivers’ Education -- Come Join Us!
To register by U.S. Mail complete the registration
form on the facing page and mail to Tom Krueger -Rally Sport Registrar, 25250 Harper Avernue, Detroit,
MI 48225.

If you are ready to explore the capabilities of your car, join
us for one of our Drivers’ Education events.

2011 Drivers’ Education Schedule
Tue., July 26 at Waterford Hills
Tue., August 23 at Waterford Hills
Tue., September 27 at Waterford Hills

Come join the fun!

Learn more about DE at the Rally Sport Region website at http://rsp.pca.org under the Drivers’ Education tab or register directly at -- www.motorsportreg.
com.

Visit the Porscheplatz (Porsche Owner’s Corral) & PCA Membership Station!

August 5-6, 2011




• 
• 
• 


• 
• 
• 
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PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA - 2011 DE REGISTRATION FORM
Porsche Club of America is a private, not-for-profit organization. It reserves the right to deny the acceptance of any Driver's Education application, or to revoke
any application previously accepted, for any reason or no reason, except that it will not deny or revoke a Driver's Education application solely on the basis of race,
creed, color, sex or national origin.

Driver No. 1

Name

Home Phone

(

Driver No. 2
Name

Work

)

(

Home Phone

)

(

Address

Work

)

(

)

Address

City

State

Zip

City

State

PCA Region

PCA Region

Email Address – please write clearly

E-mail Address – please write clearly

Rate Yourself (check one)

 Beginner

 Novice

Zip

Rate Yourself (check one)

 Intermediate

 Advanced

 Beginner

 Novice

 Intermediate

 Advanced

Driving Experience – List DE’s, Autocross, etc.

Driving Experience – List DE’s, Autocross, etc.

Vehicle Make

Model

Year

Engine Size

 Pre-registration is mandatory
 Instructors contact Christian Maloof track@rsrpca.org)
If you would like to instruct for this event
 Minimum 3 point seat belts. Drivers and passengers must be
equivalent.
 Helmet must be Snell SA-2005 or SA-2010. (Motorcycle
helmets are allowed ONLY in the green group ONLY at the
May 24 event.) A few loaner helmets are available.
 Driver(s) must be at least 18 years of age and have a valid
driver’s license.
 Long sleeve cotton shirt, cotton pants, and leather or canvas
shoes.
 Tech inspection form must be completed prior to arrival at the
track. (Inspection may be available at the track for $50 with preapproval)

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
________________________
Vehicle Information
Color

List any modifications (performance, safety, etc.)

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Event
Waterford Hills 5/24/11
Grattan 6/25 - 26/11
Waterford Hills 7/26/11
Waterford Hills 8/23/11
Waterford Hills 9/27/11

Cost for
RSR
members
$130
$285
$130
$130
$130

Cost for
nonmembers
$150
$305
$150
$150
$150

Total Enclosed

Total
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______

 At Grattan, Saturday night dinner available for an extra cost. See
registration packet for more information
 Late registration (less than 7 days prior to the event) for any
driver is an extra $50
 Full fee is refundable up to 14 days prior to the event

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
________________________
Requirements

Please Note, for Waterford Hills events:
 Continental breakfast, cold drinks, and lunch are provided.
 Fuel is not available at the track.
 Registrar – Tom Krueger RSRregistrar@gmail.com
313-570-2223 (7 am – 10 pm)
 Track Chairman – Christian Maloof track@rsrpca.org
734-646-2746
 Online registration is available at www.MotorsportReg.com
 Otherwise make your check payable to RSR/PCA and mail this
form and your payment to:
Tom Krueger - Rally Sport Region Registrar
25250
20250 Harper Avenue, Detroit, MI 48225
Rally Sport Region reserves the right to refuse any application

Copyright © 2009 Rally Sport Region - PCA
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Howard	
  Cooper	
  

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.
We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.
14

	
  Import	
  Center

Howard Cooper Porsche
Come visit our brand new
Porsche building

2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street. go North 1/2 mile...
Howard Cooper is on the right.
Porsche Sales 734.761.3200

15

Concours d’Elegance of America Announces Track Event
TROY, MI--The Concours d’Elegance of America at St. John’s (formerly held at Meadow Brook Hall) is pleased
to announce the First Annual Concours Track Event at Michigan International Speedway (MIS). Owners of
classic cars from around the country are invited to bring their machines to MIS on Friday, July 29, 2011, to
experience the thrill of driving on a high speed raceway.
“We are very happy to introduce a track event to the Concours,” said James McCarter, Executive Director of
the Concours d’Elegance of America. “Driving vintage cars and high performance vehicles on a professional
track is an important part of owning them—it’s no fun just keeping them in the garage. We are planning for
this to become an annual part of the Concours d’Elegance of America at St. John’s. Each year will feature a different type of racing.”
Spaces in the track event are limited, so McCarter encourages those interested to sign up as soon as possible.
Registration Forms are available at the Concours website (www.concoursusa.org) or call the Concours office
at (248) 643-8645 and one can be mailed or faxed.
Classes will be developed based the car’s capability, preparation and safety. Each group of cars to hit the track
will be of similar vintage and performance levels. Groups will range from 8 to 15 cars. Each registered car is
expected to get at least four separate runs on the raceway.
After 32 years at Meadow Brook Hall in Rochester, Michigan, the Concours d’Elegance of America will move
to The Inn at St. John’s in Plymouth, Michigan on Sunday, July 31, 2011. The new location will facilitate a larger
show field, an on-site luxury hotel and plenty of opportunities for a robust menu of ancillary events.
A special “100 Years of Indy” class of 33 vintage Indy cars will be on the field at the Concours at St. John on
Sunday, July 31. Priority participation in the driving event will be given to the vintage Indy race cars.
Many of the pre-1964 cars that raced in the Indianapolis 500 are expected to participate as well as other
vintage racers, also on display at the Concours d’Elegance of America at St John’s.
For more information on the Concours d’Elegance of America and all ancillary events please refer to our
webpage at www.concoursusa.org.
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Time With Tim -- Worth It!
Story and Photos by Mike O’Rear (Editor)

There is no better way to spend a Saturday afternoon than in
a garage with cool cars. And spending time in Tim’s garage
is better than most. Tim’s sessions are not fancy, just guys
(yes, only guys have shown up so far) roused by the smell of
motor oil, gasoline and the occasional whir of the air-tool
-- what a cool sound!
On May 21st, Tim Pott and his staff opened their facility
to about a dozen RSR members for the first “Time With
Tim.” Tim demonstrated his step-by-step process for corner
weighting a vehicle, setting the wheel alignments, and their
interactions. He described how to access and bleed the
hydraulic clutch slave cylinder system. Tim answered questions about intermediate shaft seal/bearing repairs, secondary air injection plugging, suspension tuning, ECU (engine
control unit) performance chips, and more.   He gave us
an overview of some of his current projects: Mike O’Rear’s
1964 356, Valerie Roedenbeck’s Boxster, and Christian Maloof’s 993 track car.

On June 16th, Tim held his second event of the year and
those who attended learned a lot about brakes, and brake
servicing. Tim focused on brakes with special guest contributions from Rick Mammel and his collection of squirreled
away racing parts form an earlier life. After years of thinking I knew how to bleed brakes, the editor came away with
Tim’s better method. No need for special tools, no need to
ask my wife to help me, and no need to wonder if I’ve bled
enough fluid.
Good nutrition was not forgotten as Tim served brats off the
grill (by chef Al Wright) with chips and soft drinks. Motor oil,
gasoline whirring air-tools, brats and chips -- it just can’t get
any better. If you’ve not attended “Time With Tim,” stop in
next time. You will enjoy it -- guaranteed.

The premier Porsche-only cruise-in in the United States anticipating nearly 500 German
sports cars on July 29-31 weekend in rural college town.
Hosted by the Mid-Ohio Region Porsche Club of America, Porsches2Oxford takes place on July 29-31, 2011, and is free to
the public. Dubbed “a casual Porsche party”, P2O organizers host attendees in the rural college town of uptown Oxford,
Ohio. Located 30 miles north of Cincinnati along the Ohio-Indiana border, event activities expand this year to include an
outdoor food and beer garden from 6-9PM Friday July 30th to welcome and engage arriving guests, while the signature
car show takes place all day Saturday with an awards ceremony to follow around 4pm. A Sunday road rally along the
countryside wraps up the weekend.
The event began as Porsches 2 Pinckney in 2003, but moved to Oxford when the organizers moved. With only 85 Porsches
in 2003, the annual “party” now hosts over 400 Porsches.
Registration is free and pre-registration has begun. For further information and more details, visit, www.porches2oxford.
com.
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Ramblings From a Life With
Cars
By SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

How Does It Feel?
The feel of a Porsche has changed a lot over the model
generations, always for the better. Porsche has always been
noted for excellent feedback to the driver. From the 356
to the early 911 the un-boosted steering had excellent
responsiveness and very direct tactile feedback from the
tires. The feel of the pedals and the shifter were also world
class in their day. With all of the design changes to the
modern Porsche the world class feel of a Porsche is even
more evident today. Suspension design has made huge
progress thanks to the engineers’ abilities to measure and
quantify the factors that define handling. The suspension
designs of today far surpass the early cars in every aspect of
performance and comfort.
The handling traits of a street driven car are biased toward
giving a feeling of confidence to the driver. That means
steering that does not cause the car to dart about and
require serious concentration to be driven smoothly. In
cornering the car should feel stable and hold its line even
when encountering road imperfections. If for some reason
the car tires should lose grip the front tires should slip first,
also known as understeer, to give the driver the earliest
warning of danger and the greatest opportunity to regain
control, reduce power and counter steer into the skid. The
911 through the years has been criticized for a sudden backend snap due to lack of rear wheel grip, known as oversteer.
In fact it takes some rather extreme driving inputs in a 911,
such as a sharp stab of the accelerator or brake to induce
a weight shift in mid corner. Mid-engine models like the
914 and Boxster, (the design of choice for all formula and
prototype race cars) as with cars like the 944 and 928 with
their near perfect 50/50 weight bias (facilitated by a front
engine/rear transaxle) exhibit their own handling traits. And
these traits are fairly benign compared to all but the latest
911 models. These well balanced cars are more linear in
their reactions to steering and throttle/brake applications.
The one exception to the 911 “rule” is the All Wheel Drive
versions of this rear engine icon. These systems clearly were
designed in to eliminate any of the nasty handling issues
that would cause neophytes to contact their lawyers.

feel but be biased toward sharp response and clear feel
for the grip of the tires and the weight balance of the car.
That feel begins with the initial turn into a corner. The first
movement of the steering wheel should give a linear feel
of the car changing direction. Any excessive play in the
suspension will make the car pause before it responds, or
to cause the driver to add minute steering inputs. Turn-in
feel begins with stiff sidewalls on the tires and proper air
pressures. Two other factors to crisp turn in are minimizing
deflection in tie rod ends and strut bearings. A welldesigned strut bar will improve turn in feel in most of the
early Porsche designs. Removing too much suspension
deflection such as lowering the car excessively, reduces the
feedback and cause the chassis to deflect over bumps rather
than absorb them and retain the grip of the tires. Balanced
handling means retaining some amount of understeer but
with the ability to achieve neutral handling with throttle
input. The anti-roll bar settings should be stiff enough to
limit the rate of weight shift of the chassis but keep all tires
on the ground. Shock settings follow the same principle of
dampening the spring reactions to cornering and bumps but
keep the wheels in touch with the road.
Acknowledging that I have no engineering training, I look to
the experts when it comes to my own suspension changes
and settings. Depending on my budget (meager at best),
my options on modifying my car for the track are going to
be limited to tires, anti roll bars, shocks, springs and wheel
alignment. In my next installment I will go over some of the
knowledge I have acquired by listening to the experts and by
reading books written by the experts. We are very privileged
in the RSR region to have two known handling experts and
accomplished racers in the persons of David Finch and Tim
Pott. They are very friendly and approachable to answer
any of your car questions.
Tom

The handling traits of a track car should retain that confident
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Just Another Drive In the Country
Story by Mike O’Rear & Photos by Sally & Stewart Free

Thirteen cars and 22 people showed up for another drive in the country. This time the route took folks to Grass Lake, MI
over backroads south of I-94 and then back to the Zukey Lake Tavern, near Hamburg, MI over back roads north of I-94.
The traffic was light and there were lots of curves, barns, and surprisingly good roads (for Michigan). Two hours of driving
capped with food and camaraderie at Zukey Lake made this a very enjoyable event.
A great way to spend a early summer afternoon.

(Right) The crowd studies
the route directions.

(Left) Stewart & Sally Free
our long-standing unofficial
club photographers

Kathy O’Rear, Cathleen Thompson & Claire Utter
collecting insurance waivers.
The Drive included the debut of Kathy O’Rear’s new
car -- “Rosie.” For the 80+ miles of the tour she flew
like the wind.
Ted & Bonnie Francis, joined our club
following their relocation from Texas.

Claude Shelton (above) participated in his first RSR Tour
with his black 993 (below)
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In the Zone
By Ron Carr
PCA Zone 4 Representative

July brings one of the Porsche Club’s grandest annual
events, the Porsche Parade. This year, thousands of PCA
members and families will gather in Savannah, Georgia for
a week of social and competitive events representing the
wide variety of members’ interests. Whether it is Concours
d’ Elegance, Rally, Autocross, or just plain ‘peoplewatching’, you will find a lot of enjoyment at the Parade.
If you are inclined to stay closer to home, the big event in
Zone 4 will be P2O, a gathering of thousands of Porsche
fans in Oxford, Ohio each year on the last weekend of July.
Either way, get out and enjoy your car in the summer sun!!
Check your region’s website and newsletter for events close
to you, and check the Zone 4 Website for other regions’
events. Some additional events organized by our several
regions for your summer driving pleasure include:
• Allegheny Region celebrates its 50th Anniversary on July
22-24th in Pittsburgh, PA. The feature event will be the
car show at the Vintage Grand Prix on Saturday and
Sunday, with Porsche as the featured marque for the
event.
• Rally Sport Region DE on July 26th at Waterford Hills (all
invited).

• Southeast Michigan hosts their annual DE and Club Race
at Gingerman Raceway on July 2-4th.
• The annual Porsche Parade will be held in Savannah,
GA form July 31th to August 6th. See the PCA Website for
details at http://parade2011.pca.org/ . Registration is
open and filling up fast.
• The P2O multi-region event will again be in Oxford, Ohio
(near Cincinnati) on the July 30th weekend. Come and be
a part of a “Casual Porsche Party” that attracts over 400
cars from the surrounding regions. Registration is open
at http://www.p2o.us.
• Porsche A.G. and PCNA will again sponsor a
Porscheplatz (car corral) at the ALMS Races at Mid-Ohio
Sports Car Course in Lexington, Ohio on August 6th,
2011. Tickets are available at the Mid-Ohio SCC website
at http://www.midohio.com/.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact
me at zone4rep@embarqmail.com . Hope to see you at an
event soon!
Ron

• Eastern Buckeye Region Fabulous Friday DE event at
Nelson Ledges, Garretsville, OH on July 8th..
• Mid-Ohio Region DE Weekend at Putnam Park, IN on
July 9-10th.
• Maumee Valley IRAC Autocross on July 10th at Owens
Community College, Toledo, OH
• Northern Ohio Autocross on July 24th at Lakeland
Community College, Kirtland, OH.
• Eastern Buckeye Region Autocross at the Hartville Flea
Market, Hartville, Ohio on July 24th.
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Porsche Club of America

Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, June 7, 2011

Jim Christopher: President.....................................Present
Rick Mammel: Vice-President.................................Present
Jim Dowty................................................................Present
Dave Cooper (Events Chair).....................................Present
Jack Dunlap.............................................................Present

Dave Finch...............................................................Present
Pat Jeski, Past President..........................................Present
Michael Kimber........................................................Absent
Ken Knight...............................................................Present
Christian Maloof: Track Chair..................................Absent

Members & Visitor Present: Tom Bloom, Liz Christopher
(First Lady), Norah Cooper (Event Committee), Bonnie and
Ted Francis, Emmanuel Garcia (Webmeister), Yoram Guy,
Matt Huber, Mary Ann and Dan Kantrow, Tom Krueger
(Track Registrar), James Lang, Burghard Linn (Treasurer),
Navid Mazloom, Mike O’Rear (Editor), Gary Stellmach and
Glenn Trapp (Membership).

a letter to the region presidents to seek their help with
advertising this event. Jim wants to check with Christian
before sending the letter. We need 40 students to break
even. Tom Krueger will send an email blast to try to
generate more students.

Call to Order: The President, Jim Christopher, called the
meeting to order at 7:25pm at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.
Meeting Minutes: The May minutes were reviewed.
Motion: A motion to approve the minutes passed
unanimously.
Treasurer's Report: Burghard Linn reviewed the May
Treasurer’s report. Motion: A motion to approve the May
2011 Treasurer’s report passed unanimously.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).
Insurance Report: Michael Kimber was absent. Burghard
has been contacted for insurance certificate funds for the
Grattan event. Mike O'Rear has the certificate for the
Saturday event.
Goody Store Report: Jim Christopher is talking to a new
human at PCA National. Our region is still slated to be the
pilot for the new PCA Goody Store site. They are working
on getting the site up before the parade.
Advertising Report: Jim Christopher stated that he is still
working with the new Porsche dealer near Eastpointe.
Membership: Glenn Trapp reported that we have 222
members.
Track Report: Tom Krueger informed the board that we
have 18 students signed up for Grattan. Jim will prepare

Newsletter: Mike O’Rear reported that the deadline for
the July newsletter is June 19. Online version of the June
newsletter is already out and the paper version will be
mailed soon.
Website: Emmanuel Garcia reported that he is working
on the site during the meeting. Jim acknowledged Eman's
work. Dave Cooper added all our social events on a Gmail
calendar. Eman will investigate how to integrate it to our
site.
Events Committee: David Cooper made a request for help
on hosting events, and reported on the upcoming events
(event details can be found in our website and in the
newsletter). These are some events in the planning stages:
•
July 8, 2PM: Participation in the Rolling Sculpture
event in Ann Arbor was discussed. Dave will contact
Tim Pott to see what can be done.
•
July 9: David and Norah Cooper are hosting the Beach
Bum Run to MIS and the Beach Bar on Clark Lake.
•
Aug. 25: Jim Dowty suggested the Chelsea fair and
the Figure 8 Demolition Derby.
•
Aug 27: Ken Knight is hosting a rally ending up at the
German Park – Ken needs participants for this to be
successful.
•
Sept. 10: Sebastian Gaeta’s Gymkhana event –
Looking for a location. Yoram Guy will ask his
company about the parking lot.
•
Nov: Matt Huber is planning an event at Pratt and
Miller racing. Both race teams will be in house.
•
Yoram Guy is considering a road trip to Tail of the
Dragon in the fall.
Motion: Meeting adjourned: 8:19 p.m. Minutes taken by:
Mary Ann Kantrow
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CLASSIFIED ADS
CARS FOR SALE

OTHER ITEMS

1989 Carrera 4 (964): Guards red, full black leather
interior. 3.6 L EFI twin plug original motor. G-50 5-speed
transmission - power steering - all wheel drive. First year
for upgraded suspension, motor, drive train, etc. New
battery, new 17” wheels and tires, Porsche OEM bra, built
in radar detector, Sony CD head with 4 new front speakers.
Well taken care of - clean carfax. $17,750 Call 734-2071599 for more details. (07/11)

G2X GPS Lap Timer/Data Logger: $400; Race Ramps
(pair) 3” lift, 30” ramp, light weight $50; Cayman tow hook
$15; Schnell Front Strut Brace Bar (Cayman S) $100. Tom
Krueger, thomasjkrueger@gmail.com or 313-570-2223
(07/11)
17’ Beavertail Open Trailer: with tire rack,electric brakes
and good tires. $1800.00 or best offer. Perfect for P-cars   
Jack 810-923-0148 (6/11)
STORAGE: It is not too early to think about storage this
summer or next fall/winter for your sports car. Located
just south of Ann Arbor and owned by a longtime PCA and
now RSR member, the garage is clean, dry, safe and secure.
Only enthusiasts cars are stored and are predominantly
Porsches. We rent by the season and provide reasonable
in/out privileges for the summer season. $250 for summer (April-October), $425 for the winter season (OctoberApril) or $600 for the entire year. Please contact me with
any questions or to reserve your spot. Sebastian Gaeta
spg356@sbcglobal.net 734-645-9381 (02/11)

1985 911 Targa: 3.2
non-turbo black on
black, runs strong,
clean inside and
out, California car.
$15,000 obo. Call
Dave Bausch for
info at 734-3682023 (05/11)
1982 911 Targa: black vinyl interior; shiny black exterior;
nice tires on 16” Fuchs alloys, which are undamaged, but
could use new black enamel; No engine or trans. No signs
it was ever bent or rusted. $1900 OBO For further info
please write to David Grant at porschefamily@gmail.com.
(05/11)

To place a classified ad in The Bahn
Stormer, please contact Mike O’Rear at:
morear734@gmail.com (Put “Bahn
Stormer Ad” in the subject line)
Non-members will be charged $5.00/
quarter.
Ads more than six months old may be
removed unless resubmitted.

“Time With Tim”
Come and learn, swap stories and generally hang out. Coffee and bagels served. Safety
glasses recommended.

Third Saturday of Each Month -- 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Rennstatt at ArborMotion, 669 State Circle Ann Arbor
RSVP to tcpott@gmail.com

Cancelled
For
July
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.

W. 11 Mile Rd

d Riv

Halsted Rd.

Gran

er Av

e.
Grand River Ave.

W. 10 Mile Rd.

Haggerty Rd.
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

Final Lap

By RSR Vice-President Rick Mammel

HOW? -- it’s a word that’s starts a question. When it comes
to a car related question there is a good chance “How”
will be the seed that starts a story. Asking an auto related
question really takes two paths depending on who’s asking
it. The seasoned gearhead or racer is going to ask those
specific detailed questions. The weekend car guy’s question
may be far more generalized, all the way to some questions
that require a response 180 degrees out from what the
inquiry was about.
This happened to me the other day when a supplier was in
my office and saw a picture of my 993 turbo on my desk.
This specific picture is one of my favorites. To the educated
eye it contains silent statements of what was dynamically
happening in turn twelve at Grattan when Mike McNalley
froze that moment in time with his camera. What makes the
picture a favorite for me is that my 3600 lb. “bus” is sliding
through the turn, left front wheel one inch in the air and
the right rear tire completely displaced off the wheel from
the heavy loading. The chassis has no more to give. That’s
what I see. The supplier sees an opportunity to segue to a
question to make that personal connection, one that may
improve his chances to make sale. “I see you race? How fast
do you go?” That puts me on the spot to answer the inquiry
in one of two ways. Silent question to myself, do I want this
guy gone or do I extend the opportunity for a dialog? If he is
a Pillack the answer is, “I do 200 miles per hour. It’s a lot of
fun. Thanks for coming in !!!”
In most cases I end up in a dialog explaining, “Yes I run the
car on a track but it is not actually racing and the ultimate top
speed makes little difference to the outcome of the driving.”
Most people, at the end of the frequently asked “how fast
do you go?” question, have difficulty understanding the
value of a Track Day or HPDE ( High Performance Driver
Education) as the car clubs refer to it. If there is no actual
racing, who wins? If you don’t get to top speed, how is it
any fun? Some people get the explanation that it is the
precision of controlling the car at the limits of braking and
cornering. Some may also get that those are limits you set
for yourself without the outside influence caused by racing
someone.
Then there are those who still view an automobile as simply
an appliance, only know what they know from watching
TV and ask, “How fast does it run the quarter mile?”
Sometimes your explanation has to include a full description

of what a road circuit is. Many people do not know about
road racing; sometimes mentioning LeMans helps a little. I
guess it is understandable for those who don’t purposely
pursue the knowledge of cars that their understanding
comes from media coverage of American racing. We know
there are all levels of motorsport but for the uninitiated
it is understandable that they gage success by top speed.
Indycar, Nascar, NHRA Drag Racing and Bonneville are all
measured and reported on with top speed being the criteria
for being the top dog. Sad as it is, NASCAR, by running a few
road circuits, does help let people know there is more than
just going straight or in a circle by always turning left.
Once past the top speed discussion, the next question then
it’s “How much horsepower?” This is an easy one. You can
never have too much horsepower. Even the total bench
racing novice knows that. Unlike top speed, horsepower can
be brought into play at any velocity. So how does a modest
& humble car guy answer the question of “How much power
does your ride have?” Now comes the tough part. How
do you present an accurate number on something that is so
subjective and hard to validate. Unlike the speedo reading
out your velocity in factual and finite numbers (biased only
by a percentage of speedometer error) an owner has no
easy way to know his true horsepower. There is a trip to
the dyno, some windshield suction cup based electronic
gadgets, some creative math after a run down the drag strip,
and the old standard, posted power ratings in the enthusiast
mags.
One other option, if you need real time horsepower numbers
in your face, is to buy a Bugatti Veyron -- the uber car of uber
cars. If you still don’t know that, they place a gauge in your
face that shows from 0 to 1001 HP. Of course, if you have
a Veyron one would question the need to even tender an
answer to “How Much” or “How Fast”. Meanwhile, back
on earth, the mortal car owners need to prepare their
replies for the next time someone wants to know one of
the “Hows??” Veyron owners need not apply, but Porsche
owners do need to prepare. The car’s reputation and status
make you, the owner, certain to be asked the “Hows?” Just
remember, bench racing rules allow you to add 20% to the
stats with no penalties levied.
Rick
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