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Website
Have you checked our website 
in recent weeks – it really looks 
great!

New Members
Ted and Bonnie Francis currently 
from Pinckney and formerly 
from Dallas, Texas, joined us at 
the April Board/Club Meeting.  
It is great to have them in our 
region.

Events
The event calendar is beginning to shape up; here’s an outline 
of the events that are either in process or in place to date:

Event Host When

Club Meeting Automark Collision May 3rd (Tues.) 
Gymkhana  Sebastian Gaeta         TBD
Beach Party  Nora and Dave Cooper         TBD
Country Drive  Kathy and Mike O’Rear June 11th (Sat.)
Auto City   Jim Christopher July 2nd (Sat.)
  Speedway
Road Rally Kathie and Knight Knight        TBD
Holiday Party Liz Christopher February 18, 2012
Colour Tour Jeff Corbin October 23rd (Sun.)

Events - Hosts
It would be really great if some new folks could step forward 
and help to host an event – I promise you it’s painless and 
actually a bit of fun.  In addition to any reasonable suggestion 
that you may have for an event we have some events that 
have already been suggested as being appealing to a large 
number of our members – but we lack the people to perform 
the minimal due diligence….  Of the possible events waiting 
for a host are:
  
- Road trip to the Cincinnati Zoo and Air Force Museum – 

Cincinnati and Dayton, OH
 - Road trip to the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame – Cleveland, OH
 - Bocce Ball Outing – Auburn Hills

An Evening of Maximum Destruction – Saturday, July 
2nd.  I wanted to make particular note of this event!  
Autocity Speedway, just outside of Flint, is the regional 
roundy-round track – it’s a paved quarter and half mile 
track that features of myriad of stock-car type racing.  

On the second of July, Autocity is hosting an evening of 
complete and utter lunacy – I’ve been to this event be-
fore and, honestly, words just can’t describe it – figure 
eight, school bus, chain and trailer racing.  Of course 
there will be stock car racing but the real fun is the 
figure eight racing and the fireworks.  Wear red, white 
and blue and get a $1.00 off the $20.00 admission.  If 
you think you’re going…RSVP to me at president@
rsrpca.com and I will keep you in the loop as to the 
proceedings! 

Track Things
The track schedule has been confirmed and is avail-
able for review both on our website as well as in the 
Bahnstormer.  The weekend of June 24th the Club has 
scheduled a D.E. at Grattan Raceway Park.  For the sec-
ond year, Tom Bloom has graciously offered to support 
the club that weekend by donating the long-sleeved 
t-shirts to be worn by the attendees  -- thanks Tom!

BTW, the Club will have five, new, helmets to be used 
as loaners for our D.E. events.

Time With Tim
Tim Pott of Rennstatt at ArborMotion has graciously 
offered to host a monthly Saturday morning tech 
session at his Ann Arbor facility.  The sessions will run 
every third Saturday of the month, starting May 21th 
and will be held from10:00AM to 2:00PM.  The facility 
is located at 669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, 48108.

The forum will be quite relaxed and “driven” by the re-
quests and interests of those present – meaning Club 
members, friends and scoundrels….  Tim will function 
as Dai-sensei describing the theory, function, mainte-
nance and repair of the various systems that comprise 
our Porsches.  

According to Tim, “…unlike previous tech sessions 
where there is a formal topic, talk and demonstration, 
this is an informal get together of car folks who want 
to gather information, swap lies and generally hang 

	  

	  

A Few Quarts Low
By Jim Christopher, RSR President 

& Former Gentleman Farmer 

(Continued on Page 5)
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out.  I will show some of the things I am currently working 
on.  Folks are invited to bring questions, car concerns, ideas 
or whatever is on their mind to discuss.  I might do a minor 
demonstration to kick things off.  This is not a “do-it-your-
self” event and I do not intend to be fixing cars for free…I 
simply want folks to feel comfortable asking any questions 
and looking at cars and communing with Porsche repair 
culture.” 

Coffee and bagels will be provided; safety glasses are recom-
mended.  To get a feel for how many folks might attend 
RSVPs are requested; these can be sent to tcpott@gmail.
com.  Tim really doesn’t have a name for his event…it’s just 
something I thought would work.

Until next time,
Jim

From A Few Quarts on Page 4)
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May 24 (Tues.):  RSR Drivers’ Education -- Waterford 
Hills

June 7 (Tues.):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM at 
Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth

June 11 (Sat.):  Just Another Drive in the Country --  
10:00 AM.  Hosted by Mike & Kathy O’Rear (see ad 
on Page 7)

June 25-26 (Sat.-Sun.):  RSR Drivers’ Education -- Grat-
tan Raceway

July 2 (Sat.):  Evening of Maximum Destruction, Auto 
City Speedway (near Flint).  Hosted by Jim Christo-
pher.

July 12 (Tues.):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM at 
Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

July 16 (Sat.):  Beach Party Run --  Hosted by Dave & 
Norah Cooper

July 26 (Tues.):  RSR Drivers’ Education -- Waterford 
Hills

August 2 (Tues.):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM at 
Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth

August 23 (Tues.):  RSR Drivers’ Education -- Waterford 
Hills

September 13 (Tues.):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 
PM at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

September 27 (Tues.):  RSR Drivers’ Education -- Water-
ford Hills

October 4 (Tues.):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM 
at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth

October 23 (Sun.):  Color Tour --- Hosted by Jeff Corbin

November 1 (Tues.):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 
PM at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

December 6 (Tues.):  RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 
PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth

Surrounding Area Events
May 7 (Sat.):  Motor-Stadt Region’s Spring Kick-Off, Oke-

mos Auto Collection 11am - 1pm.

May 13-15 (Fri.-Sun.): Allegheny Region Drivers’ Education 
at Watkins Glen

May 13-15 (Fri.-Sun.): Mid-Ohio Region Drivers’ Education 
at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course (see ad on Page 7)

June 11 (Sat.):  Northern-Ohio Region Swap meet at 
Stoddard’s Imported Cars (see the Region’s website for 
details)

June 17-19 (Fri.-Sun.):  Central Indiana Region 50th         
Anniversary Celebration

 
June 18 (Sat.):  Western Michigan Region’s Spring-Up 

to Traverse (City). For details go to http://wmi.pca.org/
default.htm

June 19 (Sun):  Eyes on Design at Edsel and Eleanor Ford 
House in Grosse Pointe Shores (see Page 11 for details)

June 25-26 (Sat.-Sun.):  Porsche will be the featured 
marque at the Vintage Grand Prix Mid-Ohio.  For details 
go to http://www.midohio.com/

July 23: (Sat.):  Allegheny Region 50th Anniversary Cel-
ebration at Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at Schenley 
Park in Pittsburgh.  For details go to http://www.pvgp.org/
pvgp/site/default.asp

July 29-31 (Fri.-Sun.):  Concours d’Elegance Show & Track 
(see ad on Page 18)

July 30-31 (Sat.-Sun.):  Porsche to Oxford in Oxford, OH

July 31 - August 6 :  Annual Porsche Parade in Savannah, 
GA. For details go to http://parade2011.pca.org/

September 15-18 (Thurs.-Sun.):  Porsche Escape in Flag-
staff, Arizona.  Hosted by the Arizona Region, PCA.  Go 
to http://escape2011.com/ for more details.

RSR Calendar of Events
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Mid-Ohio Region PCA Proudly Presents 
SPRING AT THE CAROUSEL – 2011 

Spring at the Carousel – PCA Club Races at the famous Mid-Ohio Sports Car 
Course.  Hosted by Mid-Ohio Region PCA.  May 13-15.  Featuring Sprint races and 
Enduros.  Driver’s Education Session available.  See Mid-Ohio region website at 
www.morpca.org for details. 

On-line Registration will open March 28th at 9:00 pm CST: 
http://register.pca.org

Event Chair: Ken Bigham, (419) 953-8667, uproar@adephia.net
Registrar: Ginny Barry, (614) 850-9107, MidOhioClubRace@columbus.rr.com

See you at SPRING AT THE CAROUSEL!

Just Another Drive In The Country
When:  Saturday, June 11th. From 10:00 AM until whenever

Where:  We'll start at The McDonald's parking lot west of Ann Arbor at Zeeb 
Road and I-94 (373 N. Zeeb Rd. Ann Arbor).  

Details:  Hosts Mike and Kathy O'Rear will be there at 9:30 AM so come early and have a 
cup of coffee and/or chat.  We will leave the McDonald's parking lot promptly at 10:00. The 
drive will roam the back roads of Livingston, Jackson and Washtenaw Counties for 
approximately 2 hours and 100 miles.  No freeways and mostly rural but all paved roads.  
We'll take a break half-way through the drive in Grass Lake, Michigan. Then we'll continue, 
again by back roads, to the Zukey Lake Tavern in Hamburg, Michigan where those wishing 
can "wind down" with a beer or "lunner" (like brunch but later).  

No RSVP necessary -- just come
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Now Located At:
ArborMotion
669 State Circle
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
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Current Membership 220

Member Anniversaries

New Members

Amanda Maehling
Brighton, MI
1974 Yellow 911

Jeffrey & Karen Marderosian
Bloomfield Hills, MI
2011 Blue 911 Turbo S

Peter Maehling ..........................30
Emmanuel Garcia ......................17
Cal Sharp ...................................17
Carroll Tietz ...............................17
Richard McGuire .......................15
Bill Coleman ..............................13
William Bachteal .......................12
Phil DeBerry ..............................12
Kathi Presutti .............................11
Christian Cook ............................ 8
Mark Haddlesey ......................... 8

Michael Wuebben ...................... 7
Dave Cooper .............................. 6
John Kytasty ............................... 6
Rob Potts .................................... 6
Herman Ruiz............................... 6
Harry Buberniak ......................... 2
Robert Hackman ........................ 2
Navid Mazloom .......................... 2
Raymond Plummer .................... 1
Clay Shouse ................................ 1
Steven Watson ........................... 1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form 
located in the forms section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to 
both Panorama, the official PCA magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer .

Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, 
Glenn Trapp, for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-7854 or 
gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive 
Director:
 Vu Nguyen
 PO Box 1347 
 Springfield, VA 22151
Please also forward your new address to the RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com 
This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special 
 note of this when dealing with PCA national.

Membership Page
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Grand Sport, LLC   21620 Melrose Avenue  Southfield, MI  48075  Phone 248.304.9091 • Fax 248.304.9092
www.grandsport-michigan.com

Selling and Servicing Porsche Automobiles

David Laing loves Porsches like you do – and knows them 
like no one else. Whether you seek performance upgrades, 
repairs, or routine maintenance, David will provide your 
Porsche with unmatched service and care at our state-

of-the-art Grand Sport facility in Southfield. So stop by 
today for a free tour of Grand Sport and see why so many 
owners of new and vintage Porsches trust only David 
Laing with the care of their vehicle.

Premier Porsche technician David Laing. Only at Grand Sport in Southfield.

Your Porsche has given you its best.
Now it’s time to return the favor.
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Don’t miss the opportunity to see this annual event put 
on by the Detroit Institute of Ophthalmology (DIO), which 
includes a collection of more than 200 by-invitation-only 
domestic and foreign vehicles selected for their unique de-
signs.  The theme for this year’s show is “Designing for the 
Future.”  This exhibition will explore the direction of future 
vehicle design from basic sketches through computer-aided 
realities, with an international display of relevant vehicles.
Each year EyesOn Design presents the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, selected by its previous recipients, which 
recognizes individual excellence in automotive design. One 
award is given every year, and recipients join a group of 
some of the most influential designers in the world.  This 
year the award celebrates the life and work of Walter 
de’Silva, head of Volkswagen Group Design, which includes 
Volkswagen, Audi, Seat, SKODA, Bugatti, Lamborghini and 
Bentley.

One of the things that makes EyesOn Design unique among 
car shows is that it celebrates design in all vehicle catego-
ries, from pre-war classics, sports cars and exotic foreign 
makes to muscle cars, hot rods, customs and motorcycles.  
The show is also unique in featuring an award by the 
Detroit Institute of Ophthalmology Visionaries - visually 
impaired and blind men and women who wear white 
gloves and select, strictly by touch, a winner in one vehicle 
category.  The judged categories (including the one judged 
by the Visionaries) are judged by designers from both 
domestic and foreign design departments of Ford, GM and 
Chrysler, independent and foreign automobile manufactur-
ers and from media and design schools from California and 
Michigan. 

This year in coordination with Eyes on Design, The Lingen-
felter Collection, 7819 Lochlin Drive, Brighton, MI, will open 
its doors to car lovers on Saturday, June 18, from 9 am to 4 
pm, to view over 150 Corvettes, muscle cars, and exotics.  
See some of the rarest  automobiles in the world, includ-
ing a Bugatti Veyron, an Enzo Ferrari, and a Lamborghini 
Reventon.  This collection is not open to the public so enjoy 
this private showing that benefits the DIO.  Tickets are 
$15 p/p but a $20 Combo ticket will admit you to both the 
Lingenfelter Collection and the Eyeson Design car show.
All EyesOn Design events provide financial support and 
raise awareness for aid to the visually impaired through the 
work of the Detroit Institute of Ophthalmology (DIO).  For 
further information on EyesOn Design you can go to http://
www.eyesondesigncarshow.com. 

Eyes On Design Auto Show 
2011
By Dianne Kimber with photos from event publicity

Father’s Day, June 19th
Edsel & Eleanor Ford House
1100 Lake Shore Road
Grosse Pointe Shores, MI 48236
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Another year of toying with the idea of trying your hand at 
track driving?  Make this the year!      

Drivers’ education events offer the perfect chance for car 
lovers to learn more about performance driving.

What is Drivers’ Education?

Rally Sport Region’s drivers’ education is nothing like the 
driving classes you had in high school (or perhaps through 
the Sears Driving School). RSR’s DEs offer you the chance to 
learn advanced driving techniques on a real race track. DEs 
take place over the course of a day or weekend, pairing 
drivers of all levels with certified instructors and allowing 
them to experience driving at speed. Our sessions are a 
safe and challenging way for you to experience driving a 
Porsche the way it was meant to be driven. If you love your 
car and have always wanted to learn more about driving 
technique, join us!

When you participate in Rally Sport Region DEs you get...

 * An experienced PCA instructor (who in many cases is a 
current or former race driver) assigned to you for the 
duration of the course. You’ll develop a relationship 
that will allow you to apply and refine what you learn 
on and off the track.

 * Two or more classroom sessions covering proper driv-
ing technique. The classes offer plenty of time to ask 
questions.

 * Four hands-on driving sessions (“runs”) on the track. 
No need to worry about people being faster/slower 
than you; you will be assigned to a group according to 
your experience and ability.

 * “Hot Laps”: the option to ride in your instructor’s car 
or have the instructor drive your car at speed.  This is a 
great way to see firsthand what a car can do.

 * Lunch and beverages are included.
 * If needed, a free loaner helmet.
 * A guaranteed relaxed, collegial and fun atmosphere!

So, if you are ready to explore the capabilities of your car 
join us for one of our Drivers’ Education events.

2011 Drivers’ Education Schedule

Tue., May 24 at Waterford Hills

Sat.-Sun, June 25-26 at Grattan Raceway

Tue., July 26 at Waterford Hills

Tue., August 23 at Waterford Hills

Tue., September 27 at Waterford Hills

Learn more about DE at the Rally Sport Region 
website at http://rsp.pca.org under the Drivers’ 
Education tab or register directly at -- www.motor-
sportreg.com.  

To register by U.S. Mail complete the registration 
form on the facing page and mail to Tom Krueger -- 
Rally Sport Registrar, 
25250 Harper Avern-
ue, Detroit, MI 48225.
 
Come join the fun!

Drivers’ Education Season Is 
Almost Here!  Come Join Us!
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PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA - 2011 DE REGISTRATION FORM 
Porsche Club of America is a private, not-for-profit organization.  It reserves the right to deny the acceptance of any Driver's Education application, or to revoke 
any application previously accepted, for any reason or no reason, except that it will not deny or revoke a Driver's Education application solely on the basis of race, 
creed, color, sex or national origin.

Driver No. 1 

Driving Experience – List DE’s, Autocross, etc. 

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Rate Yourself   (check one) 

 Beginner        Novice        Intermediate        Advanced   

Email Address – please write clearly 

PCA Region 

City State Zip

Address

Home Phone Work

(       )   (       ) 

Name
Driver No. 2 

Driving Experience – List DE’s, Autocross, etc. 

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Rate Yourself   (check one) 

 Beginner        Novice        Intermediate        Advanced   

E-mail Address – please write clearly 

PCA Region 

City State Zip

Address

Home Phone  Work 

(       )   (       ) 

Name

Vehicle Information 
Vehicle Make   Model

Year Color   Engine Size

List any modifications (performance, safety, etc.) 

____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

  Cost for Cost for   
RSR non- 

Event members members Total
Waterford Hills 5/24/11 $130 $150 _______ 
Grattan 6/25 - 26/11 $285 $305 _______ 
Waterford Hills 7/26/11 $130 $150 _______ 
Waterford Hills 8/23/11 $130 $150 _______ 
Waterford Hills 9/27/11  $130 $150 _______ 

Total Enclosed _______ 

• At Grattan, Saturday night dinner available for an extra cost. See 
registration packet for more information 

• Late registration (less than 7 days prior to the event) for any 
driver is an extra $50

• Full fee is refundable up to 14 days prior to the event 

• Registrar – Tom Krueger RSRregistrar@gmail.com
313-570-2223  (7 am – 10 pm) 

• Track Chairman – Christian Maloof track@rsrpca.org
 734-424-0818 

• Online registration is available at www.MotorsportReg.com
• Otherwise make your check payable to RSR/PCA and mail this 

form and your payment to:
Tom Krueger - Rally Sport Region Registrar 

 25250 Harper Avenue, Detroit, MI 48225

Rally Sport Region reserves the right to refuse any application 

• Pre-registration is mandatory
• Instructors contact Christian Maloof track@rsrpca.org)

If you would like to instruct for this event    
• Minimum 3 point seat belts. Drivers and passengers must be 

equivalent.
• Helmet must be Snell SA-2005 or SA-2010. (Motorcycle 

helmets are allowed ONLY in the green group ONLY at the  
May 24 event.)  A few loaner helmets are available. 

• Driver(s) must be at least 18 years of age and have a valid 
driver’s license. 

• Long sleeve cotton shirt, cotton pants, and leather or canvas 
shoes.

• Tech inspection form must be completed prior to arrival at the 
track. (Inspection may be available at the track for $50) 

Please Note, for Waterford Hills events: 
• Continental breakfast, cold drinks, and lunch are provided. 
• Fuel is not available at the track. 

Requirements

Copyright © 2009 Rally Sport Region - PCA 
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As those of you who pay attention have probably figured 
out, this editor is in awe of anyone who can make com-
plicated stuff out of metal or wood, and especially people 
who can take complicated things apart (like a 911 motor) 
and put it back together so it runs.

So it should be of no surprise that I had to include pictures 
that Frank Burger sent me as he neared completion of a 

engine rebuild for his ‘89 Carrera.

Notice how a 911 motor just slips through a 36 inch 
doorway if you take the door off.  Wonder if my wife would 
let me do a rebuild in the living room next winter -- we’d 
hardly miss its use.  Oh, and cute kids!

One Cars Lucky Winter
Story by Mike O’Rear, pictures by Frank Burger
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When I got back from my recent trip to Daytona for the 
Rolex 24 I was eager to share the latest acquisition to my 
lapel pin collection with my buddy Rick Mammel.  I was 
surprised that he shared my enthusiasm and also shared a 
picture of his extensive pin collection which is attached to 
this story.

It is no surprise that car enthusiasts collect things.  We col-
lect model cars, posters, patches, old cars parts and even 
jars of near useless bolts, nuts and assorted mystery parts.  
You may not have a collection of lapel pins but this story 
might change that for you.

The history of lapel pins might surprise you.  The lapel pin 
as we know it dates back to the Civil War.  Troops were 
given pins to wear that were intended to bond the state 
militia units together.    One of these small pins might sell 
for as much as $900 today.   The press lapel pin has an 
equally interesting background.  They were originally cre-
ated for loyal friends of the owner of the New York Giants 
baseball team in the 1910’s, to give them access to the 
box seats reserved for the journalists.  When they hogged 
all the good seats, the Baseball Writers of America issued 
lapel pins for the press to distinguish the real press from 
the guests.  An original press lapel pin can sell for as much 
as $1,000.  But the appeal of today’s collector pin is that 
it is a miniature piece of art work at a miniature price and 
with minimal storage space.    

Rick’s pin collection started in his days as an IMSA rac-
ing mechanic.   He happened to be neighbors with Mike 
Follmer, nephew of racing legend George Follmer.  Mike 
was into the design and manufacture of lapel pins depict-
ing the helmets of race car drivers.  These were used as 
gifts to team supporters and guests and were often traded 
between the team mechanics.  As Rick traveled through the 
race circuit he acquired lapel pins to remind him of favorite 
race events.  Prized in his collection is a pin from the Cali-
fornia Ascot Park Turkey Night dirt track sprint car races.
My own collection had an even more odd beginning.  On a 
sightseeing trip to China I visited the Great Wall of China.  
While looking for an appropriate memento of the occasion, 

I spotted the local sales force all wearing green fatigue caps 
with hat pins on them.   It was common practice for a Chi-
nese person who traveled to exchange hat pins with people 
they met from different provinces.  My “Mao hat” has a 
dozen pins that I bought on the trip.  They are brightly 
enameled reminders of a fascinating experience.

When I got home it opened my eyes to event pins from 
races I attended.  A lot of effort goes into the artwork and 
cloisonné decoration of these pins.  It became a chal-
lenge to collect a pin from each race I attended.  Then it 
was about tracks that I had driven or other car events.  
Finally it came down to just pins that attracted my eye like 
the most recent one from Daytona depicting “The North 
Turn” from the early days of stock car racing on the beach.  
Another challenge was to collect pins from the Hard Rock 
Cafes which are scattered around the world.  These pins 
are uniquely issued by each restaurant and can be large 
and colorful and even car themed.  Finally, my most prized 
collection of pins is the press pins issued by the Indy 
500.  Since 2002 I have been fortunate to be a journalist 
representing Vette Vues magazine at the Indy 500.  Besides 
being issued two press badges and a special lanyard, I am 
also issued a numbered press pin.  It is a large pin made 
out of brass to signify a writer and pewter to represent a 
photographer.  The pins are sculpted to depict the theme 
of the race or a special person from Indy history.  The Indy 
Security staff instantly recognizes these press pins for the 
appropriate access to certain areas of the track.   These 
pins along with the associated event pin for the race are in 
their own display case.   A pewter press pin can sell for $90 
but mine are not for sale.

The lapel pin has a very broad cadre of collectors from 
all areas of sport and entertainment.  Disney World even 
has pin exchange etiquette for exchanging lapel pins with 
the “cast” of workers at their theme parks.  Check out the 
collector lapel pin the next time you are at some place you 
want to remember through this miniature piece of art.  I 
think you will find that it is easy and fun to become a pin 
collector yourself.  

Ramblings From a Life With 
Cars
Story by SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz, Photo by RSR 
Vice-President Rick Mammel

Pin Collecting
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2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street.  go North 1/2 mile...
Howard Cooper is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200

Howard Cooper Porsche

Come visit our brand new 
Porsche building

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Howard	  Cooper	   	   Import	  Center
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Concours d’Elegance of America Announces Track Event
 
TROY, MI--The Concours d’Elegance of America at St. John’s (formerly held at Meadow Brook Hall) is pleased 
to announce the First Annual Concours Track Event at Michigan International Speedway (MIS).  Owners of 
classic cars from around the country are invited to bring their machines to MIS on Friday, July 29, 2011, to 
experience the thrill of driving on a high speed raceway.
 
“We are very happy to introduce a track event to the Concours,” said James McCarter, Executive Director of 
the Concours d’Elegance of America.   “Driving vintage cars and high performance vehicles on a professional 
track is an important part of owning them—it’s no fun just keeping them in the garage.   We are planning for 
this to become an annual part of the Concours d’Elegance of America at St. John’s. Each year will feature a dif-
ferent type of racing.”
 
Spaces in the track event are limited, so McCarter encourages those interested to sign up as soon as possible. 
Registration Forms are available at the Concours website (www.concoursusa.org) or call the Concours office 
at (248) 643-8645 and one can be mailed or faxed.
 
Classes will be developed based the car’s capability, preparation and safety.  Each group of cars to hit the track 
will be of similar vintage and performance levels. Groups will range from 8 to 15 cars.  Each registered car is 
expected to get at least four separate runs on the raceway.
 
After 32 years at Meadow Brook Hall in Rochester, Michigan, the Concours d’Elegance of America will move 
to The Inn at St. John’s in Plymouth, Michigan on Sunday, July 31, 2011.  The new location will facilitate a larger 
show field, an on-site luxury hotel and plenty of opportunities for a robust menu of ancillary events.
 
A special “100 Years of Indy” class of 33 vintage Indy cars will be on the field at the Concours at St. John on
Sunday, July 31.  Priority participation in the driving event will be given to the vintage Indy race cars.
Many of the pre-1964 cars that raced in the Indianapolis 500 are expected to participate as well as other 
vintage racers, also on display at the Concours d’Elegance of America at St John’s.

For more information on the Concours d’Elegance of America and all ancillary events please refer to our 
webpage at www.concoursusa.org.
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I am not much to look at. In most circumstances, even the 
people who need me the most, who really, really need me, 
pass me by without a moment’s hesitation. No one ever 
thanks me. And no one ever apologizes for running me 
down. Even when I was brand new, I was plain. Sure, I was 
an unnaturally bright orange, made from a kind of rubber-
ized plastic that will last for millennia before bio-degrading 
into its constituent parts, but I looked just like the millions 
of other road cones that rolled off my same assembly line, 
ready for the abuse that only automobiles can provide.

I did not stay clean and pure for long. I’d been on the track 
for maybe an hour before the back end of a black Porsche 
Boxster stepped out in a hard turn, the rear wheels grind-
ing and sliding over me, tearing me up against the rough 
surface of the parking lot track. In the first of the many hit 
and runs that make up my life, he didn’t stop. He didn’t 
go four wheels off the track, so all he needed to do was 
straighten the front wheels, punch the accelerator to settle 
the back wheels—and grind me harder into the asphalt—
and take off, back on the line. A helpful corner worker re-
trieved me from where I’d been spit by the back tires, and 
set me back in my chalk outline without a single word.

The days and races since that first scarring have all blurred 
together. The smell of smoking tires and automotive 
exhaust is ever-present now, forced into my fading orange 
rubberized skin along with the gravel and the odd metal 
shaving scraped off the skid pan of a car set too low. As 
much as anyone ever could, I’ve gotten used to the sight of 
a car bumper bearing down on me at sixty miles an hour; I 
no longer try, uselessly, to jump out of the way. As often as 
not the bumper and the rest of the car jog to one side or 
the other at the last possible second; when they don’t, and 
I find myself crushed again, well, it’s part of the job now. I 
expect it. Which isn’t the same as enjoying it, of course.

I suppose there’s a certain excitement to being a road cone. 
After all, I’m allowed to be so much closer to the race than 
any other spectator. All the drivers and their friends and 
families are held more than a hundred yards off the track, 
pinned back by rope and flags. Even the corner workers are 

required to be twenty yards off the track and out of the 
trajectory of possible spins and tank-slappers. I’ve been set 
right at the re-entrance of the track, just after the slalom 
course, inches from the bumpers and tires and wheels and 
skid pans and door panels that flash past me in a never-
ending, high-speed parade. You fragile humans may dream 
of being so dangerously close, to feel the wind tug at you 
as another car flashes past, but you’d never do it. You leave 
that honor to me.

Being left with no other choice, I’ve decided to enjoy the 
life I have. I revel in it, in fact. Instead of complaining of 
the headaches caused by the roar of the exhaust echoing 
inside my hollow core, I’ve learned to distinguish the whine 
of different engines and different muffler set-ups. Rather 
than lamenting another crushing session on the outside of 
a hard turn, I’ve learned that tires taste different: Goodyear 
tires have a meaty quality, like steak; Pirellis are sweeter, 
like roasted garlic.

And I’ve learned my true value, too. During the practice 
laps, I am close to worthless. Knocking me down, blowing 
me out of the chalk box I’ve been assigned, catching me 
up and crushing me completely in your undercarriage or 
suspension has no penalty at all, except, perhaps, a little 
embarrassment, and the knowledge that you can’t push so 
hard on that turn. But in timed laps, in timed laps I become 
a sacred object, a relic to be worshipped. Not worshipped 
from afar, of course; I will still feel the wind as you rush 
past me, but in timed laps I am not to be touched. Should 
you hit me, crush me, knock me down, or grind me up in 
your timed laps, I am worth two seconds. And two seconds, 
I have learned, can be the difference between first and last 
place in your class.

It is too much to ask that you ever respect me, I’m sure. 
But to have you notice me, maybe even appreciate me, as 
I throw myself into your competitor’s bumper, send myself 
spinning off the track, and hand you the win, well, that 
would be a welcome change indeed.

Blake Bastain used to drive a Mustang until he took a 
Performance Driving School in his father’s 1978 911 SC.  
Shortly thereafter he bought a 1999 Boxster, and he has 
never regretted it.  He teaches high school English in Ba-
kersfield, CA to fund his autocross habits.

On Being a Road Cone
By San Diego Region-PCA Member Blake Bastain  

Courtesy of the San Diego’s Newsletter, The Windblown 

Witness
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As we roll along discussing the early years of Porsche 
production, we will take a side trip in this issue to discuss 
Porsche’s other vehicle development programs besides the 
Typ 356.
 
Entire books have been written on each of the three mod-
els we will discuss here, so obviously we will be covering 
only the very basics.
 
In 1950, the Porsche design department completed the 
plans for a vehicle meant mostly for competition that was 
an offshoot of the 356 and was to receive its new 1500cc 
engine. The first car of its type was built in 1951 by a small 
independent shop owned by Heinrich Sauter, and was a 
steel body built on a 356 chassis. The lines seemed more 
Jaguar than Porsche until you got a look at the front, which 
was pure 356. In ‘52 the factory began building these cars 
(known internally as the Typ 540, and to the public as the 
Competition Roadster or more commonly as the America 
Roadster), purpose built for export only to the U.S.A. Some 

16 of these cars were built utilizing an aluminum body by 
Heuer (save for the last one which was steel bodied). These 
cars were quite complicated to build as Porsche constantly 
changed the design through three different series desig-
nations. Heuer had grossly underestimated the costs of 
building bodies for Porsche and closed its doors in the 
middle of building the last car, the steel bodied “series” 
mentioned before. The design had promise as a racer, what 
with 1500cc’s and a 1580 lb. body.
 
Several America Roadsters still survive. In fact, within the 
last 10 years three examples (plus the first car built by 

Sauter) resided in the Michigan/Ohio/Indiana tri-state area; 
take that, California!
 
1952 also saw Porsche develop their first car intended for 
outright competition, namely the Typ 550. This famous 
model had an almost identical beginning to the America 
Roadster in that similar cars were built independently 
before Porsche took the plunge. This time around it was a 
German Porsche distributor named Walter Glöckler. Glöck-
ler had built several Porsche “specials” dating back to 1950, 
and had built a good relationship with the factory. Porsche 
watched closely, and the relationship became closer and 
closer.
 
In 1953, Porsche debuted its own cars, Typ 550-01 and 550-
002 at the Nürburgring on May 31st where 550-01 won 
the 1500cc sports car class. Porsche used the mid-engined 
layout of the 356-001 Roadster on these cars as they felt 
this was the optimum for racing purposes. Take note you 
914, Boxster and Cayman owners!

In June of that year, the two cars entered Le Mans and 
ran as coupes, this time with 550-02 winning its class and 
setting the class record. Even more amazing is that this all 
happened without the venerable 4 cam engines that these 
cars were known for. Instead, they were using the 1500 
pushrod power plant and still set a class records. When the 
4 cam was ready for use and installed in these cars, they 
really became known as the Riesentöter, or Giant Killer. The 
early success of these cars and their 4 cam engines during 
the Carrera Panamericana road races of the mid-50’s in 
Mexico spawned a new nomenclature for Porsche that con-
tinues to this day. Back then, the 356s known as Carreras 
were equipped with the 4 cam engines, the most powerful 

Evolution of the Porsche 356, 
a Spotter’s Guide -- Part 5
Story by RSR Member Sebastian Gaeta 
Photos by  Gottfried Hoegh and John McConnell

Heath Hurlbert’s 1952 America Roadster

Roger Meiners’Typ 550
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engines Porsche built. However, for you history buffs, you 
should NEVER refer to a 4 cam engine as a Carrera engine, 
as it is known simply as a 4 cam. Carrera refers to the 
vehicle in which it is placed.
 
Let’s move on to the Speedster, shall we? To any of you 
familiar with Max Hoffman, Porsche’s US importer, you 
will know how much influence one man could have on an 
automobile manufacturer. Hoffman virtually demanded to 
Ferry Porsche that the upstart company build an entry level 
vehicle. Hoffman set the price at under $3,000.
The Porsches had developed a car with a price ceiling 
before (the VW), but that was done with a clean sheet of 
paper and some ingenious engineering. Now they had to 
modify an existing car to meet these demands, and they 
did, sort of. The $2999 base price was without a tachom-
eter or a heater, two “options” that a Speedster was never 
delivered without

If Porsche were going to build an entry level car, is it a 
surprise that they would encourage you to race it? Many of 
us are familiar with the silhouette of this gorgeous car. The 
prototype cars were built with highly modified cabriolet 
bodies, and the production cars required new stampings to 
create its shape; that is how much different the Speedster 
actually was from its coupe and cabriolet brothers. The 
Speedster’s low slung windshield was better for the track 
than the highway, as were the non-reclining bucket seats. 
No roll up windows and a simple, non-lined or padded 
top completed the Spartan interior, and accomplished its 
goal of light weight. Speedsters terrorized amateur sports 
car racing in the 50’s and 60’s, again cementing Porsche’s 
reputation as the Riesentöter.

In a future article, the “A” series cars arrive.

Dick and Shirley Gobba’s Speedster

Tech Quiz Answers (from Page 22)
 1 = a, 2 = c, 3 = d, 4 = c, 5 = b, 6 = c, 7 = a, 8 = b, 9 = c, 10 = b  

“Time With Tim”
Come and learn, swap stories and generally hang out.  

Coffee and bagels served. Safety glasses recommended. 

Third Saturday of Each Month
10:00 AM -- 2:00 PM
Rennstatt at ArborMotion
669 State Circle Ann Arbor

RSVP to tcpott@gmail.com
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Here is a sampling of the questions asked on the 2010 St. 
Charles Porsche Parade Tech Quiz. Try your luck at this 
group of 10.

General Knowledge:
1) As it had in the 1960s, again in the 1980s Porsche cre-

ated an aircraft version of their current production car 
engine. The engine was known as the PFM which stood 
for

 a. Porsche Flug Motor
 b. Please Fly Me
 c. Porsche Flying Motor
 d. Personal Flying Mooney

356
2) In 1960, Porsche selected radial tires as standard on the 

Super 90 and Carrera.  These radial tires were manufac-
tured by

 a. Michelin
 b. Metzeler
 c. Dunlop
 d. Continental

Early 911
3) The 911 firing order is

 a. 18436572
 b. 164235
 c. 146325
 d. 162435

Mid 911
4) DME stands for

 a. Deutsche Meister Elektronische
 b. Daily Motoring Excitement
 c. Digital Motor Electronics
 d. Deutsche Mekanische Einspritzer
Late 911
5) Removing a headlight in the 993 requires

 a. special tools
 b. move the carpet and turn a lever
 c. special instructions
 d. none of the above

914
6) Where is the fuel pump relay located?

 a. Near the fuse panel under the dash
 b. Next to the fuel pump
 c. On the printed circuit board left side of engine com-

partment 
d. None is used

924/944/968
7) All 944- and 968-series cars feature a ‘flying stone guard 

sheet’

a. True
b. False

928
8) The tire pressure for both front and rear on the 1979 

928 with 225/50x16 tires is

a. 2 bar
b. 2.5 bar
c. 2.3 bar
d. 3.0 bar

Cayman/Boxster
9) If you left your hood open on your 05 Boxster and took 

the key out, how long will the front trunk light stay on?

a. 15minutes
b. 7 days
c. 2 hours
d. 90 minutes

Cayenne
10) The size of the spare tire on the Cayenne is the same 

for the 2005 V6 and non-turbo V8

a. True
b. False

Test Your Porsche IQ
Article courtesy of  “Voices from the Trunk”  
Newsletter of the Northern Ohio Region - PCA

Answers on Page 21
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It’s a safe assumption that all reading this understand what 
Detroit means to automotive history, both past and pres-
ent.  To us locals it is a place that seldom sees our Porsches 
on its streets, partially from issues of security, mostly from 
issues of suspension damage and bent wheels. The Spring-
time patching crews that make the burb’s winter ravaged 
streets barely tolerable for that set of Bilsteins never seem 
to get into the city.  Growing up on an island on the West 
Coast of Canada, I am fascinated by both the architecture 
and the dynamics of any large city.  Being a car fanatic our 
large city, with its abandoned buildings and factories, holds 
a far greater interest to me than most.

The above thoughts were triggered by an article in what 
is the best multi-marque car magazine of all time, Octane 
magazine.  Though published in England, it certainly 
touches automotive passion and culture on a worldwide 
scale, with its wonderful photography on quality paper and 
its world famous editors at large.  Yes there is the colloquial 
spelling and terminology:  tyres, colour, wings (fenders), 
bonnet (hood), boot (trunk) and my favorite, gudgeon pin 
(wrist pin).  Octane includes articles on vintage racing, 
collector car auctions, and every month a theme article. 
Which is the best Porsche 911, Ferrari vs Lambo, Miura 
or Daytona, McLaren F1or Veyron?  These themes follow 
through from the cover layout to an in-depth article, 
seldom leaving you wanting for more.  If you have way 
too much surplus income, the classifieds will keep you 
busy.  Not as much available cash flow?  Then it will keep 
you dreaming.  It is sometimes hard to find at bookstores 
and very expensive, even by subscription, but worth every 
Shilling. 

The May edition, #95, with the cover shot of a 246 Dino 
and F355 includes a poignant article on Detroit as seen 
through the eyes of a Brit.  Though the author was tough 
on what has happened to this once iconic city, he was kind 
on the legacy of how it got to where it is today.  What was 
not touched on in the article is the similarity of the decline 
in both British and American auto industries.  Both lost 
their former dominance in similar ways.  The US, though 
downsized, still has some strong domestic production.  On 
the other hand, the UK produced around 1.4 million ve-

hicles last year, but other than a few home grown cottage 
manufacturers those numbers were produced by compa-
nies that are all foreign owned.  Its sportiest nameplates, 
for instance, are produced by foreign investment groups.  
And its most prestigious name plates are now owned by 
German auto companies.
 
What is it about the World War II Axis countries (losers of 
the war), that put them is such a good position to domi-
nate the world’s automotive manufacturing?  We are not 
immune here domestically. The third Axis power (Italy) 
bought our third largest automaker, but only after the 
Germans threw it back in the ocean. 

I digress. The Octane article, though informative, really fo-
cused on abandoned auto factories (and one train station) 
scattered around Metro Detroit.  Several things are at play 
when I look at these once dynamic structures now reduced 
to static ruins:  their sheer size, the romance and history of 
the machinery produced there, the fabulous architecture 
and the waste of abandonment.  Every one of these der-
elict structures had an important part in the defeat of the 
previously mentioned Axis powers.  No Historic Registry for 
them, just a future as a source for recycled brick and scrap 
steel. 

Besides the Ford Model T or Packard enthusiast making a 
pilgrimage to the birthplace of his chosen marque, there 
is a growing interest in touring these majestic structures.  
It is called Urban Spelunking and its participant count is 
growing throughout the country.  The number one favorite 
location, Detroit!  I’ve got to think the Rust Belt rules when 
it comes to industrial properties no longer required to sup-
port the GNP.  Who knows what drives the Urban Spelunk-
ers to trek thought these empty factories?  There is the risk 
of being arrested for trespassing (who am I fooling), or a 
more exciting moment might come when accidently wak-
ing a factory resident.  Perhaps it is the ability to enter a 
piece of history and marvel in “what was” or the hope you 
find a piece of that history to take home.  I am a “closet” 
spelunker. 

One of my favorite non-factories is the Michigan Building 
on Bagley.  Once home to the Michigan Theater, it is now 
one of the world’s most elegant parking structures.  This 
phenomenal theatre was gutted to create an enclosed 
car park, the ornate plaster ceilings left in place by the 
wrecking crew.  It is ironic that on the very location of the 
Michigan Building once stood a modest rented garage from 

More of Rick’s Ruminations
By Rick Mammel, Vice-President, RSR-PCA

(Continued on Page 24)



24

™ˆ˜œŒ†ˆ`“›”‘™N†•“
RTXNVXQNXPXQ

One special, discount, or freebie
per order per visit. Call for details.

which emerged Henry Ford’s first car in 1896.  That building 
was flattened in the name of progress.  I don’t think the 
same fate is in store for the current structure -- not driven 
by progress anyway. 

I know this has little to do with Porsche ownership, but with 
our Region’s proximity to the Motor City, its legacy and his-
tory touches us all.  And NO, I am not suggesting a spelunk-
ing event for the RSR Club.  It would be fun but I know most 
of our cars are not equipped with Run Flats.
 
Do your spelunking online at: 

 http://www.detroityes.com/home.htm

(Continued from Page 23)

All Rally Sport Region records, including ac-
counting reports are available for any mem-
ber’s inspection upon request.  Contact any 
Board member if you would like to see any 
record.
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By Ron Carr
PCA Zone 4 Representative

In the Zone

Last month, Region Presidents and several other members 
of our Regional Boards gathered at Maumee Bay Lodge in 
the Toledo area for the annual Zone 4 President’s Meet-
ing.  Held once each year in the springtime, this meeting 
provides an opportunity for all Zone 4 region presidents to 
learn about the latest developments from the PCA national 
organization, to discuss topics of regional interest, and 
to ask questions and provide feedback from the regions 
to the national staff, either through the Zone Rep, or, as 
was the case this year, directly to our national President 
Manny Alban.  Manny joined us to discuss several issues 
before the Executive Council, as well as his vision for the 
future growth of PCA, and the development of existing and 
ever-expanding list of programs for our membership.  If you 
are interested in hearing more about any of these items, 
contact your region President or other Board member- I’m 
sure they would be happy to discuss them with you.  And 
now that the snowbirds are returning from Florida for the 
summer, I will direct you to the following events for your 
social and driving pleasure; 
• Want to drive on the world famous Watkins Glen Road 

Racing circuit?  Join Allegheny Region for a Drivers’ 
Education on May 13th to the 15th. See the ARPCA.org 
website for details.

• Also on May 13th to the 15th, the annual Mid-Ohio 
Region Club Race and Advanced Driver Education at Mid 
Ohio Sports Car Course.  Come up and watch some great 
cars (and drivers) on the track! 

• The Central Indiana Regions hosts their annual POLE DAY 
at Putnam Park on May 21-22nd.  Beginners can come 
and learn about Drivers’ Education with some great in-
structors on a very safe yet challenging road course. See 
the CIRPCA.org website for details.

• Western Michigan Region is having their Memorial Day 
Road Trip to The Henry & Edsel Ford Experience, Dear-
born, MI on May 27-29th - RSVP to Len Gawron at your 
first opportunity if you are interested.

• On June 11th, Allegheny Region will hold a car control 
clinic at the BeaveRun Motorsport Park in PA. See the 
ARPCA.org website for further information. 

• Autocross is a great introduction to driving your Porsche 
in a safe and fun competitive environment.  There are 
many opportunities in Zone 4 to see what this is all 
about. A few include:

• Eastern Buckeye: May 22nd, June 19th, and July 24th, 
and Mid-Ohio:  May 1st and May 22nd.

• The annual Porsche Parade will be held in Savannah, GA 
form July 31th to August 6th.  See the PCA Website for 
details at http://parade2011.pca.org/ .  Registration is 
open and filling up fast.

• The P2O multi-region event will again be in Oxford, Ohio 
(near Cincinnati) on the July 30th weekend.  Come and 
be a part of a “Casual Porsche Party” that attracts over 
400 cars from the surrounding regions.

• The Central Indiana Region will be celebrating their 
50th Anniversary on June 17, 18, & 19 in Indianapolis, 
IN. See the following website for details:  http://cirpca.
org/EventCalendar/tabid/885/ctl/Details/Mid/2203/
ItemID/597/Default.aspx

• The Allegheny Region will celebrate their 50th Anniver-
sary on July 23rd at the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix 
at Schenley Park in Pittsburgh, PA. Porsche will be the 
featured Marque.  Information will be forthcoming on 
the Allegheny Region website or at http://www.pvgp.
org/pvgp/site/default.asp.

• Ohio Valley Region celebrates their 50th Anniversary on 
October 29th & 30th in Cincinnati, OH with a banquet 
at the Porsches of the Village dealership.  Guest Speaker 
will be none other than Racing Legend (and Mid-Ohio 
Region PCA member) Bobby Rahal. See  OVRPCA.org 
website for event registration details.
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, April 5, 2011

Jim Christopher:  President ....................................Present
Rick Mammel: Vice-President ................................Present
Jim Dowty ...............................................................Present
Dave Cooper ...........................................................Present
Jack Dunlap..............................................................Absent

Dave Finch ..............................................................Present
Pat Jeski, Past President .........................................Present
Michael Kimber ......................................................Present
Ken Knight ..............................................................Present
Christian Maloof:  Track Chairman .........................Present

Members & Visitor Present:  Burghard Linn (Treasurer), 
Tom Kruger (Track Registrar), Tim Pott, James Lang, Gary 
Stellmach, Matt Huber, Roland Heiberger, Mike O’Rear, 
Kathy O’Rear, Lynda Mammel, Dianne Kimber, Ted Francis, 
Bonnie Francis, Al Wright, and Vigen Darian.

Call to Order:  The President, Jim Christopher, called the 
meeting to order at 7:30 PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth, 
MI, and based upon a roll call, determined that a sufficient 
number of Board members were present to constitute a 
quorum. 
 
Meeting Minutes:  The March 1, 2011 minutes were 
reviewed.  Motion: A motion to approve the March 1, 2011 
minutes passed unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the March 
Treasurer’s report.  Motion: A motion to approve the 
March 2011 Treasurer’s report passed unanimously.  
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any 
RSR Club member.  E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn 
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Insurance Report:  Michael Kimber deferred the Insurance 
report to New Business. 

Goody Store Report:  Jim Christopher had nothing new to 
report.  PCA has not made any progress on its proposed 
Goody Store web site.

Advertising Report:  Jim Christopher reported that (1) sev-
eral of the advertisers that have been seriously in arrears 
have started to pay; and (2) RSR has two new advertisers, 
AutoMark Collision Center and Clear Auto Bras.

Membership:  Jim Christopher reported on behalf of Glenn 
Trapp (who was absent) that RSR has 220 members this 
month.

Track Report:  Christian Maloof reported that he pur-
chased five new SA2010 helmets for use at RSR DE events.  
The Club now has a total of ten “loaner” helmets available 
for its DE events.

Newsletter:  Mike O’Rear reported that April 25, 2011 is 
deadline to submit articles for the May 2011 Bahn Stormer.

Web Site:  Emmanuel Garcia was absent. 

Events Committee:  Dave Cooper reported that (1) he is 
still looking for more volunteers to sponsor events; (2) 
there are no firm dates for a number of proposed events, 
except for the June 11th run sponsored by Mike and Kathy 
O’Rear.  The Coopers stated they will sponsor another 
Beach Party Run.  The Events Committee reported ended 
with a general discussion about sponsoring such events as 
a gymkhana, a day of Maximum Destruction, various types 
of rallies, and a visit to Pratt & Miller.

New Business:  
• Michael Kimber reported on the topics discussed at 

the March 19, 2011 Zone 4 Presidents’ Meeting that he 
attended on behalf of Jim Christopher. 

• Motion: A motion passed unanimously to publish in 
each issue of the Bahn Stormer a notice to the mem-
bership that the RSR books and records are open for 
inspection upon request.

Motion: Meeting adjourned: 8:10 p.m.  Minutes taken by:  
Michael Kimber  
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CARS FOR SALE

1985 911 Targa:  
3.2 non turbo black 
on black, runs 
strong, clean inside 
and out, California 
car. $15,000 obo.  
Call Dave Bausch 
for info at 734-368-
2023  (05/11)

1982 911 Targa:  black vinyl interior; shiny black exterior; 
nice tires on 16” Fuchs alloys, which are undamaged, but 
could use new black enamel; No engine or trans.  No signs 
it was ever bent or rusted.  $1900 OBO  For further info 
please write to David Grant at porschefamily@gmail.com.  
(05/11)

1986 Itasca 
Sundancer 26’-9” 
Motorhome:   has 
been in our family 
for about 20 years.  
It has been well 
maintained and 
either parked under 
a carport or in a 
barn for most of its 
life.  It has a Ford 
460 CID which had the cylinder heads replaced about 4 
years ago.  The A/C, stove, 3-way refrigerator, newer toilet, 
2.5 kw generator, 6-gal water heater, etc. all work fine.  A 
power inverter has been added.  It can sleep 6 (or more if 
children), has a bath & shower, an aluminum roof, and a 
trailer hitch. New rear tires last year.  It’s been a great track 
support vehicle.  More pictures at http://cid-bc11596d-
9dd3c10c.skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?page=play&resid=B
C11596D9DD3C10C!163 $7,500 or best offer.  Contact Tom 
at 313-570-2223 or email me at thomasjkrueger@gmail.
com  (05/11)

1995 Porsche Carrera Coupe: Guards red, black interior. 
Mint condition, 14,500 miles. All books and records. 17 
inch alloy wheels, rim caps with Porsche crest. Never seen 
rain. $40,000.00. Call 248-553-8225 or 248-496-5201. 

(06/10)
1986 911: Turbo body, cabriolet: 52,000 miles, easy driv-
ing, owned since 1989, guards red, all records, maintained 
by Wayne when he was at Laverys. Dennis Yashinsky 248-
931-1123 (04/10)

OTHER ITEMS

STORAGE:  It is not too early to think about storage this 
summer or next fall/winter for your sports car. Located 
just south of Ann Arbor and owned by a longtime PCA and 
now RSR member, the garage is clean, dry, safe and secure. 
Only enthusiasts cars are stored and are predominantly 
Porsches. We rent by the season and provide reasonable 
in/out privileges for the summer season. $250 for sum-
mer (April-October), $425 for the winter season (October-
April) or $600 for the entire year. Please contact me with 
any questions or to reserve your spot. Sebastian Gaeta    
spg356@sbcglobal.net    734-645-9381 (02/11)

Storage for Rent: Protect your investment. Heated & 
secured garage for automobile storage. $500.00 for the 
season.  A 50% deposit is required to reserve your space. 
Call Clem Weierstahl at (810)636-2840. (11/10)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

To place your classified ad in 
The Bahn Stormer, please contact

Mike O’Rear at:
 morear734@gmail.com

(Put “Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line) 
or call Mike at 734-214-9993

Non-members will be charged 
$5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be 

removed unless resubmitted.
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.
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275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Life is controlled by decisions.  Sometimes we call them 
choices.  which has less finality.  Decisions are based on 
merit, physical fact and for some, on emotion:  BMW or 
Audi, Ford or Chevy, air-cooled or water-cooled, and most 
importantly, bottle or can?  Unlike the other decisions the 
container one seems like an easy “choice”.   I won’t focus 
on which container is optimally more functional as one’s 
beverage repository.   I am more about the material they 
are made from, specifically the aluminum can.  Once the 
manufacturing technology caught up with material technol-
ogy, using aluminum for beverage cans was an easy deci-
sion and choice.  Aluminum is an extremely versatile mate-
rial, easily formed, forged, cast, machined and welded.  
With its ability to alloy with other elements it can attain 
strengths equivalent to steel but at one third less weight.  
Every year auto manufacturers add more structural alu-
minum components to their products.  Long before there 
was much interest in production car aluminum frames, our 
favorite Stuttgart automaker was using aluminum tubing 
for its race car frames.

Porsche used steel during the initial build of their 908’s and 
morphed into the use of small diameter aluminum tube as 
the model progressed.  They did use both materials in par-
allel for a while, perhaps unsure of the durability of their 
new Leichtmetall.  Aluminum has two thirds the weight 
and conversely two thirds the stiffness of steel.  Regardless 
of the aluminum alloy, when the tube joints are welded 
they lose quite a bit of strength.  Without heat treatment 
they will never get to the parent metal’s strength but will 
recover some strength over time.  So why the metrology 
lesson?  Porsche from the 908 to the 917 had problems 
with their frames cracking.  

Ultimately this was not resolved with redesign.  Instead 
they monitored for when a failure (read “crack”) appeared.  
A cracking aluminum joint instantly turns into a bad day in 
a frame with little or no redundancy offered by extra frame 
members (read “keep it light”).  Porsche came up with a 
very simple method to check for the impending doom.  
They interconnected all the tubing, pressurized it, and 
monitored it for falling pressure, the leak indicating a crack.  
Then off to blob more weld onto the offending area.  For all 
their advancements, laying down quality aluminum welds 
was not one of them.  

There are many stories of the super brave drivers of the 

day questioning whether they were going to survive their 
stint in these aluminum framed marvels. Structural failure 
was not the only worry.  With the cockpit layout of Porsche 
purpose-built race cars, your feet were way ahead of the 
stronger structure required for the front suspension.  Your 
feet and a major portion of your lower legs were going to 
crush at the same rate as the beer can chassis.  The 908 
Bergspyder design pushed the driver as far forward as 
possible to attain a true mid-engine layout for the 3.0 flat 
8 cylinder engine.  Starting at the point of impact it goes; 
thin fiberglass nose, oil-cooler, few aluminum tubes, pedal 
assembly, FEET then ANKLES.  You like to think race cars are 
always built to the highest technical level of the day.  

Many other manufactures were switching their chassis to 
aluminum sheet metal monocoque “tubs.”  Similar in con-
struction to a modern aircraft fuselage, this method of con-
struction was being used by several race car builders many 
years before Porsche switched from steel to aluminum 
tubing.  Tubs are safer, stronger and the offer  the perfect 
layout for a mid-engine GT racing chassis.  I think Porsche’s 
choice to continue the use of an aluminum space frame 
was based on keeping a simpler, less expensive  technol-
ogy for customer and factory cars alike.  I liken it to Ferrari 
continuing to run drum brakes for years after disc brakes 
appeared on the scene.  Why change, it works? 

Porsche used aluminum space frames through the end of 
the 936 in 1981, finally switching to a monocoque tub for 
the 956.  It was not well thought of either, due to the use 
of single layer construction instead of honeycomb panels. 
After 20 years of building cars with honeycomb aluminum 
tubs, manufacturers were then switching to carbon fiber.  
Just before the 956 and its IMSA variant the 962 were 
introduced, aluminum tubing’s use for roll & crash protec-
tion was banned by IMSA.  On April 24, 1983 at Riverside, 
California a wing failure on Rolf Stommelen’s Joest 935 
caused a crash that vaporized the car.  Joest’s 935’s and the 
silhouette 935 “Moby Dick” relied on aluminum tubing for 
chassis and roll bars. IMSA mandated steel roll bars from 
that point on.  It was a rework for the 935’s since they 
loosely used a stock 930 steel chassis but it instantly made 
all full aluminum framed “Moby Dick” 935’s obsolete. 

Give a nod to all the drivers who piloted these 750 horse-
power beer cans. Most are still with us today, definitely skill 
over technology!!!

Final Lap
By RSR Vice-President Rick Mammel 
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