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ship. Feel free to give them a call at (734) 259-0021 or
visit them on the web at: www.norockchips.com.

A Few Quarts Low
By Jim Christopher, RSR President

BTW, please support all of our advertisers. They’re
good people providing good service and helping to
support our Club!

& Former Gentleman Farmer

The Voices
	
  
Finally! The season is
upon us! The Voices
called to me and I was
helpless to refuse. I’ve
already had a couple
hours of seat time in
the 911. The car still
provides a sublime
experience, especially
so when you’ve driven
a Ford Focus or Explorer for the last four
months. A few days ago
our “country” road cleared of ice leading the way to dry pavement. Windows down, sunroof back, heater on maximum
– it was a deeply moving experience. The experience was
so worth the wait; so much so that I even ignored the racket
emanating from the Hells’ Yuppies peddling along the road in
front of me.
Consistent with the notion that the season is here, I make
the yearly pitch for folks to step forward and help to host an
event. We have a number of very good ideas to provide truly
enjoyable times while enjoying our Porsches – in fact, some
of the ideas are really great – we just need a few folks to help
out.
Support Our Advertisers!
I am happy to present another new advertiser to the Bahn
Stormer joining Automark Collision for 2011. Clear Auto Bra
(also known as Paint Protection Plus, LLC) has been installing
paint protection film, as its sole business since 2002. Perhaps the best way to visualize their expertise --- PPP installs
a thin, clear plastic film on the front and/or leading edges of
your vehicle – like side view mirrors – to prevent damage to
your paint caused by small rocks, sand, salt and bugs. Once
installed it is virtually invisible. They are certified installers of
3M Scotchguard Paint Protection and computer cut each application in house.
PPP has performed two flawless installations for me in the last
few years – I highly recommend their product and workman4

Former Gentleman Farmer
You know, I was prepared to provide the second installment of the GT3 - Case 5088 comparison. Unfortunately, my friends in Case’s engineering department
haven’t been cooperating…making the installment
incomplete. I’ll regroup and work around the impediment – of course. This will be after I send a message
Case indicating that my audience has the same demographics that Ferrari would covet for direct advertising.
You see, Fiat owns Case/IH and, of course, Ferrari….

	
  

In the Zone
Michael Kimber represented the Club at the annual
President’s meeting on March 19th. The meeting is
comprised of Board Members and Presidents from the
entire Zone 4 region – we look forward to his report in
next month’s issue of the Bahn Stormer.
Jim

RSR Calendar of Events
April 16 (Sat.): Rally Sport, Southeast Michigan, and
Motor-Stadt regions’ Annual Swap Meet at Porsche
of Farmington Hills (see ad on page 7)
May 3 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM at
Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor
May 24 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education -- Waterford
Hills
June 7 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM at
Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth
June 11 (Sat.): A Drive in the Country -- Hosted by Mike
& Kathy O’Rear
June 25-26 (Sat.-Sun.): RSR Drivers’ Education -- Grattan Raceway
July 12 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM at
Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

August 2 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM at
Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth
August 23 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education -- Waterford
Hills
September 13 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00
PM at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor
September 27 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education -- Waterford Hills
October 4 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00 PM
at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth
November 1 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00
PM at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor
December 6 (Tues.): RSR Board/Club Meeting -- 7:00
PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth

July 26 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education -- Waterford
Hills

Surrounding Area Events
April 15 -16 (Fri.-Sat.): Ohio Valley Region Drivers’ Education at Mid-Ohio
April 30 - May 1 (Sat.-Sun.): Northern Ohio Region Drivers’
Education at Mid-Ohio
May 13-15 (Fri.-Sun.): Allegheny Region Drivers’ Education
at Watkins Glen
May 13-15 (Fri.-Sun.): Mid-Ohio Region Drivers’ Education
at Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course (see ad on Page 7)
June 11 (Sat.): Northern-Ohio Region Swap meet at
Stoddard’s Imported Cars (see the Region’s website for
details)
June 17-19 (Fri.-Sun.): Central Indiana Region 50th
Anniversary Celebration

June 18 (Sat.): Western Michigan Region’s Spring-Up
to Traverse (City). For details go to http://wmi.pca.org/
default.htm
June 25-26 (Sat.-Sun.): Porsche will be the featured
marque at the Vintage Grand Prix Mid-Ohio. For details
go to http://www.midohio.com/
July 23: (Sat.): Allegheny Region 50th Anniversary Celebration at Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix at Schenley
Park in Pittsburgh. For details go to http://www.pvgp.org/
pvgp/site/default.asp
July 30-31 (Sat.-Sun.): Porsche to Oxford in Oxford, OH
July 31 - August 6 : Annual Porsche Parade in Savannah,
GA. For details go to http://parade2011.pca.org/
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Now Located At:
ArborMotion
669 State Circle
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
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Mid-Ohio Region PCA Proudly Presents

SPRING AT THE CAROUSEL – 2011

Spring at the Carousel – PCA Club Races at the famous Mid-Ohio Sports Car
Course. Hosted by Mid-Ohio Region PCA. May 13-15. Featuring Sprint races and
Enduros. Driver’s Education Session available. See Mid-Ohio region website at
www.morpca.org for details.
On-line Registration will open March 28th at 9:00 pm CST:
http://register.pca.org
Event Chair: Ken Bigham, (419) 953-8667, uproar@adephia.net
Registrar: Ginny Barry, (614) 850-9107, MidOhioClubRace@columbus.rr.com

See you at SPRING AT THE CAROUSEL!
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Your Porsche has given you its best.
Now it’s time to return the favor.

Premier Porsche technician David Laing. Only at Grand Sport in Southfield.
David Laing loves Porsches like you do – and knows them
like no one else. Whether you seek performance upgrades,
repairs, or routine maintenance, David will provide your
Porsche with unmatched service and care at our state-

of-the-art Grand Sport facility in Southfield. So stop by
today for a free tour of Grand Sport and see why so many
owners of new and vintage Porsches trust only David
Laing with the care of their vehicle.

Selling and Servicing Porsche Automobiles
Grand Sport, LLC 21620 Melrose Avenue Southfield, MI 48075 Phone 248.304.9091 • Fax 248.304.9092
www.grandsport-michigan.com
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Membership Page
Current Membership 220
New Members
Reginald Colby
Portage, MI
2004 Silver 996

Stephan Pellegrini
Taylor, MI
1999 Silver 996

Jim Thornton & Sherry Dimmer
Manchester, MI
1985 White 911

Member Anniversaries
Ken Owings................................23
Sue Sarin....................................14
Jeff Layson..................................13
Allan Rothfeder..........................13
Dinesh Telang.............................12
Donna Wittl................................12
Mark Breeding...........................11
Michael Mellville......................... 6

Tim Pott....................................... 4
Shawn Bartush............................ 3
Frank Burger.................................3
Elliot Forsyth............................... 2
Jay Riegle..................................... 2
Peter Stanger.............................. 1
Frank Swierz................................ 1
Gareth Williams.......................... 1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form
located in the forms section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to
both Panorama, the official PCA magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer .
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson,
Glenn Trapp, for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Glenn (810-227-7854 or
gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive
Director:
Vu Nguyen
PO Box 1347
Springfield, VA 22151
Please also forward your new address to the RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com
This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special
note of this when dealing with PCA national.
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Evolution of the Porsche 356,
a Spotter’s Guide -- Part 4
Story by RSR Member Sebastian Gaeta
Photos by Freddy Rabbat and Ron Hetherington

Onward and Upward, the
“Bent-Window” Cars of 1952-1955
After last issue’s “prequel” look at Porsche 356-001, we will
get back on track with a look at the second iteration of Stuttgart cars, known incorrectly as the “Pre-A”. I say incorrectly
because the “Pre-A” moniker came out only after the “A”
series cars went into production. Previous to the “A” series,
they were simply known as a 356; the “Pre-A” name came
about many years later so enthusiasts knew which 356 one
was talking about.
The bodies, which came in coupe and cabriolet form,
stayed virtually the same save for several trim differences
and revisions during these four production years, so we will
concentrate on those differences.

The engine lid still sported a single grill and the rear reflectors changed to a more familiar smaller version, and the
two beehive tail lights remained. These did not change
until mid model year ‘57 with the introduction of the “tear
drop” tail lights on the 356A.

The first thing you notice with these cars is the new, one
piece bent windshield, replacing the two-piece affair with
the center connecting piece. The hood lines, rocker panels,
doors and engine lid all kept the basic shape as the ‘50-’51
cars. The attached, or body bumpers of the earlier cars
were updated twice with detached bumpers. The first
style, called interim bumpers, wrapped around the fenders
almost to the wheel arch. The second style adopted in ’52,
wrapped around to a lesser degree and basically remained
unchanged through the A series until 1960 and the advent
of the 356B.

The front trunk area remained unchanged as did the
wheels and hubcaps--still 16” X 3.25” steel wheels, some
solid and some slotted. Many of the 1.5 liter cars had the
slotted wheels while 1100’s and 1300’s were thought to
still have the solid wheels. Some slotted wheels were fitted with vented “turbo” trim rings, thought to direct air
into the slots to help cool the brakes. This lasted until “A”
production when the wheels went to 15” x 4.5” with large
slots, making these trim rings unnecessary. The Porsche
“Synchromesh” transmission was introduced in 1954

Headlights remained the same as before, but the turn signals, as of model year ‘53, were situated directly below the
headlights vs inboard as on the earlier cars. In 1954, horn
grills were adopted that also lasted until 356B production.
Hood handles changed from the simple, elegant and slim
handle to a more familiar spear with the Porsche crest at
the bottom in calendar year ‘54 for the new Speedster
model and then all 1955 cars. There were a few styles of
this handle that ran until 356B production, but the differences are too slight to mention.
Decorative trim adorned the still-curved rocker panels in
1955, which remained in various forms until the end of 356
10

production with the 356C.

The interior remained basically unchanged save for the tachometer which was now standard, but not yet the center
gauge; that is because there was no center gauge as the
speedometer and tachometer sat side-by-side (speedo on
the left, tach on the right) with the warning lights situated
between them. Dash knobs, door handles and window
winders were standard issue VW until 1954, when the cars
were fitted with Porsche specific knobs, now Ivory grey
or beige in color. 1954 also saw seat recliners as standard
equipment.
The turn signal switch evolved from a toggle switch in
the center dash top to the now familiar column mounted
lever. Fuel gauges were not consistently installed until they
became standard on coupes and cabriolets in 1954. The
Speedster would not have a fuel gauge until 1956. Cars
without fuel gauges were supplied with a wooden dip-stick
that you placed inside the large opening of the fuel tank
under the hood. Steering wheels were large diameter Petri
or Pealit brand banjo style wheels in Ivory (through 1952),
then Ivory, grey or beige starting in ’53. Horn buttons were
usually plain, but that all changed in 1953. The legend of
Ferry and Max Hoffman sitting in a bar in Manhattan in late
‘52 with Ferry doodling out the Porsche crest on a cocktail
napkin is mostly true, true enough that we will run with
it. In ‘53 the crest (after being refined by Erwin Komenda)
appeared on the horn button, the first use of this iconic
symbol in automotive history. As we learned earlier, the
crest appeared next on the hood handle in ‘54, and then on
the hubcap crests in ‘57.

While the ignition key was still to the left of the steering
wheel, the starter button was to the right, again refuting
the myth about the ignition switch being on the left for the
“Le Mans Start”--with this setup you needed three hands!
During the ‘53 to ‘55 time period, Porsche expanded their
lineup, sometimes successfully and sometimes not. Next
time we will discuss those variants and what their place is
in Porsche history.

Porsche offered radios as early as 1950. The early 356 dash
while attractive, was still a 1940’s design and the radios offered were large Telefunken or Blaupunkt push button units
with an integrated speaker that sat right in the middle of
the dashboard. There was an attractive blank out plate that
filled the void when there was no radio. This arrangement
lasted until 1956 with the introduction of the 356A.

Question: How many car salesmen does it take to change a light bulb?
Answer: I am going to work this out on my calculator and I think you are
going to be pleasantly surprised.
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RSR Racing Team Cruises to
Two Second and Two Third
Place Finishes
Story and photos by RSR Member Jean-Marie Bertholee

The Pinewood Derby is a National Boy/Cub Scout event.
Once a year every Boy Scout can build a car. He gets a block
of pinewood 1.25 x 1.75 x 7 inches (H x W x L), 4 wheels
and 4 nails that are the axles. With this he has to create his
own car. With this car he will compete in his own pack derby. There are many tricks to try to make the car the fastest
one. Most common is to polish the wheels and axles. The
way the wheels are aligned is very important too. Another
major factor is the weight. The final car with everything on
it cannot be more then 5 oz. The placement of the weight
can make a big difference too. It is unbelievable but there
are books out there that tell you how to make yours faster,
like turning the wheels on a lathe to take out weight, shaping the outside so it only rides on an edge instead of the
full surface. Another thing is to reduce the axle diameter
but only in the middle section to reduce friction. Another
trick is to raise one wheel 1/16th up so the car only drives
on 3 wheels down the track and change the wheelbase to
put the wheels at the corners to make the car more stable
on the track. You see there are many tricks.
Our Scout pack is Pack 531 in Ortonville. We have 66
scouts, grades 1 - 5. Not everybody did build a car. There
were 52 scout cars and 16 adult entries. The tricks to make
your car faster were very limited. You couldn’t change
the wheels or axles, the car had to sit on all 4 wheels, you
couldn’t change the wheelbase and only graphite powder
was allowed to be used for lubrication.
Giovanni, my 7 year old son, received his kit before Christmas. This was the first time for us and while I was reading
up on the subject it was suggested we build two cars. One
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for me and one for Giovanni. This way the parent and
Scout can learn and at the same time show the kid how to
do it. When I asked Giovanni what design he wanted to
make he said, “a Porsche of course because those are fast.”
Because I have a 1980 911SC I decided to make mine the
same model. It would have round fenders and headlights
and, of course, the whale tail.
The first step is to make a design that fits the woodblock
dimensions. We cut it out on a band saw. To cut out the
interior I used a mill at work. With sandpaper and chisels
I put the final shape to it. Next was to add the weight. I
had to add almost 2.5 oz. I drilled holes in the rear where
the engine would be and added the weight. You want the
weight in the rear of the car and in front of the rear wheels.
Too far forward will make the car slower and too far to the
back will make the car jump the track.
Then came the paint process. Two coats of primer and
six!!! coats of black paint. I polished the wheels and axles.
To make the three -spoke steering wheel like I have in my
real car, I cut a miniature three spoke wheel from a plastic
push nut. Next I added the windshield, the round headlights (actually little washers), a Porsche logo in the front
and back and, last, my own actual license plate, BR2LE.

Next we turned to building Giovanni’s car. He wanted his
car to look similar to mine but we changed the front a little
and made the whale-tail wider to give it a more modern
look. His car had to be red. I did the cutting and he did the
painting and sanding. Not bad for a 7 year old. Again we
used two coats of primer and six coats of red. The finishing
touch was the interior painted black. His license plate had
to be BR2LE2 (my wife’s plate).
On Wednesday, February 23rd it was time for the weigh
in. Each racer in our Pack had to come to the old town hall
in Ortonville. First the car was checked for weight. Again
it had to be exactly 5 ounces. You could add or reduce
the weight on the spot to make it pass. Next was the
wheelbase, ground clearance and all 4 wheels touch check.
Last check was the overall dimensions, length, width and
height. A sticker with a number was added and the car was
put in a box. You didn’t get the car back until race day just
to make sure that there were no more modifications made.
Friday the 25th was the race day. We all came together in
the Oakwood Elementry school gym. The track was set up
and ready to go. The race track has 4 lanes. To take out
the difference between the lanes, every car races each lane
once. The times are added up and that will give it the final
results. First was the final lubrication round. Everyone
would get their car from the storage boxes and lubricate
the wheels and axles with graphite powder one more time.

cars would travel at speeds up to 150 Mph!. It would take
3.3 to 3.5 seconds from start to finish. Then the adults
could race, 16 races total. The tension was growing as to
who would win. There are five different Scout Dens in our
pack, so there were five first , second and third places. In
addition there were trophies for the most Scout like design,
best paint job, best family car and most real looking car. I
thought we had some nice looking cars but it is amazing
how some cars looked. We didn’t win anything but we
were not last either. Both Giovanni and I finished twice
2nd and twice 3rd but that wasn’t good enough to get in
the prizes.

Track Timers Tell The Story

Most important was that we had fun, not only in building
the cars but in racing them too. Now I know for next year
we have to do better. Maybe a GT3 will do the trick and not
the old SC.

The scouts were first. Fifty-two times the start bar was
released and the cars would fly down the track. Electronic
sensors were in place to keep track of time and speed. The
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We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery...
or place your order.
We can also help you find the new (or used ) Porsche of your dreams.
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Howard Cooper
IMPORT

Howard Cooper Porsche
Come visit our brand new
Porsche building.

CENTER

2575 South State Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street exit #177. Go North 1/2
mile...Howard Cooper is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
15

Ramblings From a Life With
Cars
Photos & story by SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Rolex 24 at Daytona, Porsche Playground

By the numbers Porsche has 22 overall wins, four more
than their Le Mans wins. Counting all Porsche models they
have an insurmountable 72 class wins since racing started
at Daytona back in 1962. The first overall win was in 1968
when Vic Elford led a 1 -2 -3 sweep. But even that victory
had a story behind it because the winning 908s beat five
newer and faster 908 models that all had succumbed to
gearbox problems. In ’70 and ’71 the 917 won and set lap

This year I went back to Florida to watch my favorite race,
the Daytona 24 Hour. Not only is it a good way to break up
the blahs of winter but it is the first race of the season and
nothing in racing has more melodrama than an endurance
race.
The 49th running of the Rolex 24 Hour race featured diversity as well as competitive equality. The diversity comes
from the 213 drivers entered in 48 cars. Of those drivers
fully 64 of them hail from countries as diverse as England
to Hong Kong, Brazil, Spain, Germany, Australia, Monaco,
Belgium, France, Scotland, Columbia, Czech Republic,
Portugal, Sweden, Mexico and Canada. The driver’s talent
ranges from amateur drivers buying a ride to seasoned
professionals representing the champions from NASCAR,
Indycar, and even Formula 1. The cars are known for
their very close competitive equality thanks to the Grand
American rules. The 18 Daytona Prototype cars come from
four chassis manufacturers and four engine manufacturers,
Chevrolet, Ford, BMW and Porsche. The Grand Touring
class covered Chevrolet Camaro GT.R, Mazda RX8, Porsche
(14 GT3 Cup cars!), BMW M3 and Ferrari 430. The lap
times between cars in these two classes were separated by
just a few seconds.

Top DP powered by Porsche Cayman V8 that finished third
by Action Express

The Daytona 24 Hour has become the racing playground
for Porsches with the 911 holding 38 overall and class wins.
16

Second place GT1 car also a 2011 GT3 Cup fielded by Paul
Miller.

and distance records of 2,757 miles that stood for over a
decade. The 1972 race was reduced to only 6 hours and
was won by Brian Redmund in the Ferrri 312PB. But in
1973 the 911 Carrera RSR took its first overall victory for
Hurley Haywood and Peter Greg. There was no 1974 race
but in 1975 Haywood and Greg repeated with the Carrera
RSR beating out the Matra and Mirage. They won again in
1977 in what was actually a 1976 Carrera previously raced
by Ecurie Escargot and beating out the faster but more
fragile 935 being first raced that year. From 1978 to 1983

GT1 winning Porsche GT3 Cup fielded by TRG

nothing could beat the 935. I was at that 1983 race and
the introduction of A.J.Foyt to Porsche. A.J. was entered
in an Aston Martin GTP and told his friend Preston Henn
that he always wanted to race a Porsche. Preston told him

”When that piece of crap you’re driving breaks – see me!”
On Sunday morning Bob Wollek had the Swap Shop 935 in
the lead but was running out of his max driving allotment
by the rules. Preston called Wollek in and put A.J. in the
car much to the shock of Wolleck. In the public address
interview I will always remember the fiery comments by
Wollock about this no named Texan who had never driven
a Porsche before. A.J. proceeded to not only take the 935
back into the lead but also to set the fastest lap of the race,
on a rain soaked track, and his first of two 24 hour wins
in a Porsche. 1984 was a Porsche victory of sorts with a
Porsche powered March Camel GT car. After that the 962
began its run of six victories. 2003 was another 911 underdog win against the brand new and fragile DP Prototype
entered for the first time. That was also the first big win
for Kevin Buckler and his TRG team, who had their first 24
hour entry in 1996. The last two wins have been in 09 and
10 with Porsche powered DP Prototypes.
Leading the 2011 race was the Flying Lizard DP Porsche Riley entry (below) that had won in 2009 for Brumos with its
500 horsepower 4 liter flat six. It was easily the fastest car
on the track but owner Seith Neiman took it out of the race
with collisions with other cars. The highest finishing DP
Porsche powered car was third place, the Action Express
Porsche Riley with the Logano Brothers prepared Cayenne
V8. This Action Express car had been part of the Brumos
team of 2010.

The 2011 race was hotly contested throughout. The cars
have all become so reliable that the race was described by
Chip Ganassi, winning car owner as “24 one hour sprint
races.” It was very common for the front running teams
to turn lap times equal to their qualifying lap for hours
on end. The winning Daytona Prototype team covered
721 laps for a total of 2,566.76 miles and the top four cars
were separated by only 3.752 seconds at the drop of the
checkered flag. There were 52 changes of the lead among
53 different drivers.
The Rolex 24 at Daytona is a world class race that is respected by every racing driver. They push themselves and
their cars beyond normal limits of endurance, all in quest
of the Rolex watch awarded to the winning team drivers.
Though they could buy any Rolex watch made for the investments in these teams, they all want to earn that watch
as a Rolex 24 winner.

This Month’s Cover Car
While at Daytona Tom Fielitz shot this DP 935
Porsche. More details regarding this rare car can be
found at:
http://www.dp935registry.com/index.
php?page=caranddriver

Said Jens Walther, president of Porsche Motorsports North
America; “This is the largest gathering of Porsche driving champions in the world, and we are proud that our
customers have chosen to field top-of-the-line Porsche race
cars to compete in the Rolex 24. Our entries include seven
factory drivers, 15 drivers who have won here in the past,
four Porsche Mobil1 Supercup season champions, five Le
Mans 24 winners, plus seven drivers who have won either
Grand-Am or ALMS season championships.”
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C a rlyle
Bar & Grill

Contemporary American Cuisine
3660 Jackson Road, Ann Arbor • 734.213. 9800
(In front of Quality 16 Movie Theatre )

◆

FEATURING CLASSIC & CREATIVE DISHES
FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN
2900 S. State Street, Ann Arbor (Located in the Concord Center)
734.332.9700 • www.mediterrano.com

◆

La Piazza
’

BY

Two beautifully appointed private rooms perfect for business meetings,
weddings & rehearsal dinners, engagement celebrations, graduations,
bar mitzvahs, baptismals, birthday parties & other events.
For booking your occasion, call 734.332.9700
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Rally Sport Region -- Holiday
Party
Story and photos by Bahn Stormer Editor Mike O’Rear

Leave it to the Christophers to come up with a good idea
for the Holiday Party. February is a month in Michigan that
needs help.
More than 50 attended the event at the historic Holly
Hotel. Historic normally means old but in this case not
rustic or threadbare. The old hotel proved a great spot

for good food and friendly conversation. In addition to
many RSR members, we were also joined by members of
the Motor Stadt (Lansing) and Southeast Michigan regions
as well as Ron Carr, our Zone 4 PCA representative. After
dinner everyone retired to the Holly Hotel Comedy Club for
an entertaining hour of nightclub humor before reluctantly
returning home.
Thanks to the ever enthusiastic Jim and Liz Christopher for
arranging this great evening.

Cathleen and Phil Thompson, who
joined the club this past year.

Hosts Jim (RSR President) &
Liz Christopher

New RSR Board Member Jim Dowty & wife Helen

New RSR Board Member Ken Knight
& wife Kathy

Tom (RSR Track Registrar) and
Jan Krueger
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Spring is Finally Here!
Are your brakes ready for the season?

Free brake inspection for PCA Members.

m›”‘G™@m•š•˜™@dNeN@tˆ†‹
F@b˜„‘ˆ@tˆ†‹@sˆ™™Œ•”
s„š›˜‡„ L@a–˜Œ’@RS˜‡
QPZPP@„“@š•@TZPP@–“
fˆ„š›˜Œ”Š@…˜„‘ˆ@ˆŸ–ˆ˜š@p„š˜Œ†‘@c„‹ˆ˜š J
wˆ@žŒ’’@š„‘ˆ@„––•Œ”š“ˆ”š™@‰•˜@Œ”™–ˆ†šŒ•”™@š‹„š@‡„ N
f˜ˆˆ@„’ŒŠ”“ˆ”š@“ˆ„™›˜ˆ“ˆ”š@•˜@…˜„‘ˆ@‰’›™‹@‰•˜@pca@mˆ“…ˆ˜™

c„’’@RTXMVXQMXPXQ@‰•˜@‡ˆš„Œ’™N@
One special, discount, or freebie
per order per visit. Call for details.

™ˆ˜œŒ†ˆ`“›”‘™N†•“
R TX NV XQN X PXQ
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In the Zone
By Ron Carr
PCA Zone 4 Representative

An update from the PCA Winter Board of Directors Meeting
on February 19th- the BOD members approved the special
election of Tom Gorsuch as the new PCA National Treasurer
for a two year term (see the January Panorama for details
of the circumstances of this election). PCA is growing!!
We have almost 60,000 primary members in the US and
Canada, including almost 4200 primary members in Zone
4. These Zone 4 members are spread across twelve regions
that range in size from less than 100 to over 700 members.
That’s a lot of folks that share our common interest in owning and operating Porsche cars- it’s time to get out there
and meet some of your fellow PCA members at an event
near you. Here are a few of the many opportunities coming
up this spring and summer:

•

•

•
• Join the Central Indiana Region for their PCA Spring
Color Tour Weekend to Cincinnati with Cincinnati Reds
Tickets! April 30, May 1. See their website at http://cirpca.org/Home.aspx for details.
• The Autocross season has begun with the Ohio Valley
Region hosting an event on Sunday, April 10th at Kil-Kare
Speedway in Xenia, Ohio. This will be the first InterRegional Auto Cross (IRAC 1) event of the summer.
• Mid-Ohio will have an Autocross on May 1st at the Ohio
State University Buckeye Lot, to be held jointly with the
Mercedes Benz Club. This will be followed on May 22nd
at the same location with IRAC 2. Join in the fun with
your car and friends.
• The Northern Ohio Region is hosting a DE event at the
Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course on April 30th to May1st.See
the website for more information.
• Want to drive on the world famous Watkins Glen Road
Racing circuit? Join Allegheny Region for a Drivers’ Education on May 13th to the 15th. See their website for
details.
• Also on May 13th to the 15th, the annual Mid-Ohio
Region Club Race and Advanced Driver Education at Mid
Ohio Sports Car Course. See their website for registration information, or just come up and watch some great
cars (and drivers) on the track!
• Want to learn about Drivers’ Education? Join the folks

•

•

from Southeast Michigan Region at Waterford Hills on
May 12th for a beginners guide to DE. More details can
be found on the SEM website.
The Central Indiana Region will be celebrating their
50th Anniversary on June 17, 18, & 19 in Indianapolis,
IN. See the following website for details: http://cirpca.
org/EventCalendar/tabid/885/ctl/Details/Mid/2203/
ItemID/597/Default.aspx
The Allegheny Region will celebrate their 50th Anniversary on July 23rd at the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix
at Schenley Park in Pittsburgh, PA. Porsche will be the
featured Marque. Information will be forthcoming on
the Allegheny Region website or at http://www.pvgp.
org/pvgp/site/default.asp.
Ohio Valley Region celebrates their 50th Anniversary on
October 29th & 30th in Cincinnati, OH with a banquet at
the Porsches of the Village dealership. See the website
for details.
The annual Porsche Parade will be held in Savannah, GA
form July 31th to August 6th. See the PCA Website for
details at http://parade2011.pca.org/ . Registration is
open and filling up fast.
The P2O multi-region event will again be in Oxford, Ohio
(near Cincinnati) on the July 30th weekend. Come and
be a part of a “Casual Porsche Party” that attracts over
400 cars from the surrounding regions.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact me
at zone4rep@embarqmail.com . Hope to see you at an
event soon!
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Porsche Club of America

Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 1, 2011

Jim Christopher called the meeting to order at 7:24 PM at Carlyle in Ann Arbor, MI. Board members present were:
Jim Christopher: President................................................ Present
Rick Mammel: Vice-President............................................ Present
Dave Cooper........................................................................ Absent
Jack Dunlap........................................................................ Present
Dave Finch.......................................................................... Present

Pat Jeski, Past President...................................................... Absent
Michael Kimber.................................................................. Present
Ken Knight........................................................................... Absent
Christian Maloof: Track Chairman..................................... Present

Members & Visitor Present: Sally and Stewart Free, Emmanuel
Garcia - Webmaster, Mary Ann and Dan Kantrow, Burghard Linn Treasurer, Tim Pott, and Jim Thornton.

are still working.

Meeting Minutes: February minutes were reviewed. Motion: To
approve minutes. Passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Burghard Linn reviewed the February report.
Motion: To approve report Passed.
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any RSR Club
member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn (burghard.linn@
gmail.com).

Events Committee: Jim Christopher reported that some events are
taking shape.
• Arnie Spieker wants to put on a bocce ball event.
• Jeff Corban may plan a road rally.
New business:
• No new business.
Motion: Meeting adjourned: 7:55 pm. Minutes taken by: Mary
Ann Kantrow

Insurance: Michael Kimber had nothing to new to report.
Goody Store Report: Jim Christopher had nothing new to report.
PCA has not made any progress on their site.
Advertising Report: Jim Christopher reported that AutoMark Collision Center has already made their payment and has offered to
sponsor an event.

Road Pic of the Month

Membership: Glenn Trapp was absent. He emailed Jim that the
membership count is at 219.
Track Report: Christian Maloof gave us the dates for Waterford:
5/24, 7/26, 8/23, and 9/27. Grattan is scheduled for the weekend
of June 25. He is also discussing an event at Gingerman. They are
offering a 10% discount per event and they plan on running the
track backwards for 2011. Christian is investigating an instructortraining day at Gingerman sometime in April or May. He would
invite Tom Long to train the instructors on driving skills and communication.
Newsletter: Mike O’Rear was absent.
Website: Emmanuel Garcia updated the website to make it simpler to code. He needs people to exercise links to make sure they
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CLASSIFIED ADS
CARS FOR SALE
2002 Boxster S: 28,200 miles, guards red, black interior,
always garaged, 18 inch “turbo” rims, great conditions
inside and out, new tires, new oil change, etc. Asking price:
$19,500. Call Roland Heiberger, tel: (248) 760-9652 (12/10)
2000 Mazda Miata MX-5: White w/Tan Leather, 1.8L, 5spd,
All options including: Factory Ground effects package, ABS,
AC, Nardi Strg Wheel, 15” Alloys, Cruise, Pwr Windows,
Bose Stereo w/ CD, Pwr Locks and more. 30+ MPG on 87
octane! 143K miles. Yes, a lot of miles, However this is
a very well maintained, near Excellent Condition former
Texas car (stored winters in Michigan since 2004). I have all
maintenance records and everything works. No accidents
and trouble free. $5,700 Call Gary: 248-887-2524 (11/10)
1995 Porsche Carrera Coupe: Guards red, black interior.
Mint condition, 14,500 miles. All books and records. 17
inch alloy wheels, rim caps with Porsche crest. Never seen
rain. $40,000.00. Call 248-553-8225 or 248-496-5201.
(06/10)
1986 911: Turbo body, cabriolet: 52,000 miles, easy driving, owned since 1989 guards red, all records, maintained
by Wayne when he was at Laverys. Dennis Yashinsky 248931-1123 (04/10)

in/out privileges for the summer season. $250 for summer (April-October), $425 for the winter season (OctoberApril) or $600 for the entire year. Please contact me with
any questions or to reserve your spot. Sebastian Gaeta
spg356@sbcglobal.net 734-645-9381 (02/11)
Storage for Rent: Protect your investment. Heated &
secured garage for automobile storage. $500.00 for the
season. A 50% deposit is required to reserve your space.
Call Clem Weierstahl at (810)636-2840. (11/10)

To place your classified ad in
The Bahn Stormer, please contact
Mike O’Rear at:
morear734@gmail.com
(Put “Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line)
or call Mike at 734-214-9993
Non-members will be charged
$5.00/quarter. Ads more than six months
old may be removed unless resubmitted.

PARTS FOR SALE
198x Porsche Cab or Coupe Covercraft Noah custom car
cover: Standard body, no tail. Like new and used indoors
for winter storage only. No tears or holes or mods. Only
replaced because we added a spoiler to our 1986 this year.
$100. Jdesorme@umich.edu. 313-231-7639 (12/09)

OTHER ITEMS
STORAGE: It is not too early to think about storage this
summer or next fall/winter for your sports car. Located
just south of Ann Arbor and owned by a longtime PCA and
now RSR member, the garage is clean, dry, safe and secure.
Only enthusiasts cars are stored and are predominantly
Porsches. We rent by the season and provide reasonable

Happiness is a good looking 993 Turbo crankshaft after four years of hard use.
See “Final Lap” on page 27.
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A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance
Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car.
Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other
cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you.
Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely
turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.
When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,
bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –
and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,
cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return
your vehicle to factory specifications.
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm
www.automarkcollision.com

Final Lap

By RSR Vice-President Rick Mammel

I’m not sure of the count of water-cooled verses air-cooled
cars in the RSR club these days, but I am sure that even
when limited to rear/mid-engine rides the water-coolers
are becoming predominate. The newer powertrains,
modern in design, manufacture and materials, don’t always
carry the reputation of invincibility as do their older aircooled brethren. This could not be said for Porsche’s first
run of 911 motors. They made OK power considering their
displacement but had mechanical ills, some of which took
years to correct. This perfection often took place in parallel
between the customers and the factory, the customers
having to live with the failure and the factory working on
developing the cure. Porsche’s early years of 911 manufacture were during a time of limited resources, as Porsche
was a relatively young, low volume manufacturer launching a completely new product. To me, this is why Porsche
ended up doing a lot of their development in the field.
What better way to log millions of test miles for minimum
cost than to have your customers do it for you. This might
not have been the intention but it was the reality.
Even though there are many examples, the one system
with an above average failure rate was the cam chain
tensioners. Improvements evolved through to the
breakthrough units in the first turbos and culminated with
the Carrera motors. In that instance it was a quest 20
years in the making. The Carrera tensioners are still the
ultimate retrofit for early motors. Engine development and
increased displacement created very reliable and powerful air-cooled motors. In some cases specific ones became
iconic. The 3.0L SC motor is one of them. This fame evolved
to the Carrera 3.2L, thought by many to be the best aircooled 911 motor of all time. This could be a strictly emotional observation by some, as they believed these motors
were installed in the last “true” 911s. Though the car is still
called a 911 to this day, it is an affront to the purest/aficionado who will argue that the 911 model ended in 1989.
Then along came the 964. No longer a “true” 911, it
included a complete redesign of the car and a new larger
3.6L motor, an engine that was more of a revolution than
an evolution. It was back to the customer doing some
product development. Several major design issues caused
motor reliability and longevity problems. But Porsche was
able to work the bugs out of the new 3.6 at an accelerated pace, certainly faster than developments in the early
days. Think of the 964 motor as the foundation for the

993 the same way as the SC 3.0L was to the 3.2L. The 993
3.6L, was the last air-cooled Porsche motor, and the end
of an era. To many this is the best air-cooled (production)
Porsche motor. I have to support the throngs of fans of the
993 3.6L as the best engine. It incorporates the identical
architecture as the very first air-cooled six but with every
component maximized in its design and material composition. In the 993’s motors ultimate version, as a twin turbo,
it can easily and reliably produce 600 horsepower. I am a
personal fan of this configuration.
I can also speak first hand of the way Porsche has perfected
the manufacture and design of their final air-cooled six.
Not withstanding its previous owner’s usage, I have routinely pounded on my engine for four years solid, both on
track and street. Boosted to 200 hp over stock, you would
think that the motor would be taxed to limits the factory
did not design for. Not the case. Due to a loss of the cooling fan drive during some high boost usage this stalwart
motor did incur some melting. The surprising part is how
long it ran with no cooling fan. The engine depended on
that famous dry-sump oiling system to keep it alive, including the oil sprayed pistons which did not show any of the
detonation that ravaged a couple of heads and cylinders.
The inside of this motor is in spectacular condition. There
is no sign of any excessive wear and certainly no signs of
the use I have put it through. I credit the engine’s internal
condition to three things: Porsche’s perfection of design
through evolution, driving the motor aggressively, and
the choice of the oil I run. If the cooling system drive belt
would not have created the failure path this motor would
have easily seen another 10 years of hard service.
“They” always say buy the latest Porsche you can afford.
These days if you want a 911 and you want it traditional
(read air-cooled) the newest one will be 13 years old. Due
to the fact they are such easy driving cars, 993s usually hit
the market with some pretty hefty miles. Though this helps
limit the asking price, higher mileages also freak out the
purchaser with thoughts of mechanical failure moments
after they take delivery. I am here to say I have seen first
hand that these iconic powertrains pack serious longevity. Porsche’s unique brand, and air-cooled their motors,
certainly ended on a high note.

See the photo of Rick’s 993 Turbo crankshaft
on page 25.
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