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Patrick Jeski, Rally Sport Region President
I’ve finally resigned myself to the notion that the track
season is over. Last weekend I made the journey to
Birmingham to drive the course at Barber Motorsports
Park. I try to drive at least one new track every year,
and this, at the last possible minute, was my new track
for 2008. While many of our members are happy to
drive their cars year round, the little grey car observes
a strict no-salt diet. That usually means that the latest I will travel for a track event is around the end of
October. The generosity of a very good friend who lent
me his enclosed trailer made this mid-November trip
possible. The weather made the trailer a necessity. If
you were here in Michigan the weekend of the 15th,
you know what kind of weather we had here. Even in
Alabama, the weather was less than ideal. Cold and
rainy on Saturday, cold but at least sunny on Sunday.
I was fortunate that all my sessions on Saturday were
dry, I had rain before and after some sessions. The
track is about 2.4 miles long, with some fifteen turns,
and a surface that is near perfect. (In stark contrast to
our local tracks.) Driving the track was a pleasure! The
turns are quite fast, and for some of them, the best
line is not quite the most obvious line. It made for an
enjoyable and memorable end to the season. I was
surprised to see more than a few drivers from Michigan, and even a car with Ontario plates. I also saw an
old friend who I first met at BeaveRun back in ’03 or
so. The facilities at Barber are among the finest I have
experienced. A lot has been invested into making this
track a world class operation. The fact that Porsche
has chosen Barber for the Porsche Sport Driving
School (formerly Porsche Driving Experience) speaks
volumes about the track. If you ever get a chance to
venture so far from home for a driving event, I suggest
you do so.
The AGM was a smashing success, which we are
coming to expect every year. I don’t want to take the
generosity of Liz and Jim Christopher and everyone
who lends a hand for granted. Much effort goes into
the event, and the results are greatly appreciated. At
the AGM I had the great pleasure to announce the
election of our newest board members, Jack Dunlap
and Rick Mammel, as well as the re-election of board

members Dan Gaulin and Mike O’Rear. Congratulations to the elected, and to all who ran for the board.
Leonard Murz and Fran Lanciaux are appointed as
Board Members At Large for their efforts to run for
the board. I would like to express my sincerest thanks
to Sue Sarin and Jim Christopher for their years of
service to our club. A job well done. I hope you will
both remain active in the operation and activities of
our region.
I’m just starting my fourth and final year as president
of our region. Our bylaws preclude another term. I
think the last three years have been good for our club,
and I would like to see that continue beyond my final
year. I’m sure that more than one of you out there has
been thinking that you would be my ideal successor.
You know what it takes to keep the club moving in the
right direction. You are a track enthusiast, and you
truly enjoy the camaraderie of the social events. Your
commitment to the club is just starting to grow to the
point that you will take the next step, you will put your
name on next year’s ballot for club president. It is my
goal to find a few of you for next year’s contest. Make
it easy for me, contact me to discuss the responsibilities and rewards of guiding the club as it progresses
through the coming years.
Patrick

Though the facilities are clean and modern, Barber Park does have a bit of a bug problem.
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December 4 (Thursday): RSR Board Meeting -7:00 pm at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

June 4 (Thursday): RSR Board Meeting -- 7:00 pm
at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

January 17 (Saturday): Holiday Party - 6:00 PM
Hosted by Pat & Mike Stanton

June 27-28 (Sat. & Sun.): Drivers’ Education at
Grattan Speedway.

February 5 (Thursday): RSR Board Meeting -- 7:00
pm at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

July TBD (Thursday): RSR Board Meeting -- 7:00
pm at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

March 5 (Thursday): RSR Board Meeting -- 7:00
pm at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

July 28 (Tuesday): Drivers’ Education at Waterford Hills. The date is expected but not final.

March (Date TBD): End of Winter Gathering -Hosted by Chuck & Mary Jo Freitas

August 6 (Thursday): RSR Board Meeting -- 7:00
pm at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

April 2 (Thursday): RSR Board Meeting -- 7:00 pm
at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

August 25 (Tuesday): Drivers’ Education at Waterford Hills. The date is expected but not final.

May 2 or 3 (TBD): Breakfast Run -- Hosted by
Rob & Jan Potts

September 3 (Thursday): RSR Board Meeting -7:00 pm at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

May 7 (Thursday): RSR Board Meeting -- 7:00 pm
at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

September 22 (Tuesday): Drivers’ Education at
Waterford Hills. The date is expected but not
final.

May 26 (Tuesday): Drivers’ Education at Waterford Hills. The date is expected but not final.

October 1 (Thursday): RSR Board Meeting -- 7:00
pm at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

Help

While we have some great events already
lined up for 2009 we could use your help -We need hosts for a driving or picnic event in
July.

Memories
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Support your club and have some fun. Contact
Sally Free, the new Chairperson of the Social
Committee (stewartjfree@comcast.net) if you
would be willing to host an event. Members of
the Events Committee will be eager to assist.

E-Mail: tcpott@gmail.com
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Happy Holidays
from Munk's.
Off-season pricing
applies this month;
call for details.

SPXP@h›˜•”@r‡N@HmMUYI
w„šˆ˜‰•˜‡L@mŒ†‹ŒŠ„”
™ˆ˜œŒ†ˆ`“›”‘™N†•“
RTXNVXQNXPXQ
Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center
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Current Membership 228
New Member
John Dixon
Romeo, MI
2007 Grey 911 C4S

Achtung!!

We are trying to keep all members informed of upcoming events and updates via E-mail. If it is a concern of
privacy that has kept you from sharing information,
please note: our club does not share or sell your email address or personal information to anyone!

Please send your current E-mail address to
Glenn Trapp
gtrapper@gmail.com

Member Anniversaries
Phil Kish......................................................30
Tom Green...................................................22
Brian Nao....................................................17
Syun Lee.....................................................12
Dino Stathis.................................................12
Byron Bardis................................................11
Ken Bush.....................................................10
Hannes Fuchs.............................................10
James Utsler............................................... 6
Jerry Gohl.................................................... 5
Kevin Pritchard............................................ 5
Anne Rivard................................................. 2
Kenneth Brown............................................ 1
Phil Kingham............................................... 1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org. Cost is $42 US per year. You will
receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer .
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership
chairperson, Glenn Trapp, for processing. If you have questions or need additional information please contact
Glenn (810-227-7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com).
Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members. Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.
Address Changes: If you change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s
Executive Director:
Vu Nguyen
PO Box 1347
Springfield, VA 22151
Please also forward your new address to the RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.
com
This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.
* Please take note: Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special
note of this when dealing with PCA national.
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Ready. Set. Retire.
Planning for retirement isn't just about having enough money. It's
about planning for the life you want, on your terms. Whether it's
traveling the globe, going back to school, or even starting a new
business.
An Ameriprise Financial Free Retirement Check-In* will help you
assess whether you're on track for the retirement you want. It can be
done in person or on the phone with us and it only takes a few
minutes.
Call us today for a Free Retirement Check-In to help you better
prepare for what's ahead.

Gregory Steen, CFP®
Financial Advisor
Suite 350
26777 Central Park Blvd.
Southfield, MI 48076
(248) 827-1230, Ext: 247
Direct: (248) 799-5947
Fax: (248) 827-4130
gregory.k.steen@ampf.com

*The Retirement Check-In is a questionnaire to assess your retirement readiness. You will not receive any
written analysis and/or recommendations. Financial advisory services and investments available through
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member NASD and SIPC. © 2006 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights
reserved.
500009Z-14 01/06

8

The Master Cylinder

Kindly provided by Chris Braden at Munk’s Motors
Q: Help! My 96 Turbo is making me crazy. I love the
car but I can’t stand it any more. It smokes so badly that
I could fog for mosquitoes and charge for it. The final
straw was when I started it last week and my neighbor
came over and asked if he should call the fire department. I am serious! I even made a video of it. And to
make matters worse, now it acts like I am losing power
and I feel a hesitation.
It only has 20K on the odometer. I have religiously followed the dealer’s recommendation about oil and filters
and it has never been anywhere BUT the dealer. Last
visit, my service advisor said that the smoke was normal and that I should change to a heavier grade of oil.
What could have gone wrong with it?
Dave
A: Dave, I emphasize with you. I had to quit driving my
turbo when it had the same problem. I couldn’t take it
to parties any more, it was embarrassing! Fortunately
your turbo can’t have the same problem as mine. From
repeated flogging, I roasted the oil seals in mine. At
20k, I am certain that is NOT your problem.
It is an easily corrected design flaw. When Porsche
redesigned the turbo for the early 90’s, they mounted
two turbos, down low in the chassis for faster acceleration and packaging. They also provided an oil reservoir
for fresh oil at each turbo. The problem is, when you
turn the engine off, residual oil, under pressure…fills
the turbos and causes the smoke on start up. I would
bet that this IS your problem.
The cure consists of two new oil lines with check valves
to shut off oil flow after the engine is shut down. Unfortunately, many of these cars were diagnosed with “bad
turbos” which of course did not cure the problem. For
a time, while the cars were under warranty, Porsche
would fix them free with updated lines. Although it is
expensive, once you have the kit installed and clean
up the mess, there is no permanent damage. It is a lot
less expensive than replacing the turbos.
Even so, for a while the car will still smoke. I prescribe
a fast drive on an unobstructed stretch of road to literally “blow out the pipes.” This will clean some of the oil
residue out of the turbos, pipes, intercooler and the in-

take. The oxygen sensors (a vital fuel trim component)
are certainly coated with oil residue and it takes heat
and time before the car will regain full power.
As far as the advice you received, service campaigns,
updates, and recalls are the tools that an advisor should
utilize when giving advice. You would be doing him a
service to let him know about the cure if he ever runs
into this again. As many professionals will tell you, free
advice is usually worth what you pay for it and he simply did not do the research.
And although this might cure the smoking problem, what
about your mental health? The answer for you may be
“auto therapy”. Auto therapy requires discipline and
repeated test drives. After a dozen or so smokeless
start ups, you should start feeling better. Meditation in
your car will also help with your therapy. My personal
motorhead mantra is “c….h….r….o….m….e”. Take a
deep breath and try to say it very slowly so the sound
creates a resonance in your head. I also recommend
auto yoga which involves various postures and movements which will improve concentration and promote a
feeling of deep peace and contentment. Some hacks
have called this “detailing” but they miss the point. It
works for me. Try it.
As far as the neighbor, next time you see him, ask that
smart aleck if he would care for a ride. Then slip it into
first, smoke all four tires, snatch a few gears, and then
tell him to hold on while you do a “brake test”. It may
not change his mind, but for a few seconds, he will be
speechless. And Porsche glory is restored.
MC
Q: My radio reception is terrible. It was so bad that I
replaced the stereo but it didn’t help. Every time I take
it in for service, it works fine but whenever I get out of
the city I can’t pick anything up. The antenna is built
into the windshield and it was cracked so I replaced it.
I hoped that this would help but still nothing. The shop
even tried another stereo but it made no difference.
The antenna cable looks fine.
Mark

(Continued on Page 21)
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Porsche Club of America

Rally Sport Region -- Annual Meeting (Pig & Gig)
Saturday October 25, 2008
By Jim Christopher
Well…where to begin…. I suppose the “cliff notes” version of the event goes like this…. On Saturday, October 25th the Annual General Meeting was held at the
Christopher’s in Ortonville. Again, Mother Nature was
kind to us with seasonal, but dry, weather. Great food,
great bon-fire, great camaraderie and an incredible
band made for a fantastic evening!
What was really important was seeing so many club
members, their children and their friends thoroughly
enjoying the evening. Everyone had smiles on their
faces. Special thanks go out to club members Glenn
Trapp, Leonard Murz and Jeff Jones for helping with
the band stage, tent and bonfire. Another thank you
goes out to neighbor Neil Sheridan for helping year after year with our event.
A special “thank you” is in order to a few club members…. First, to Pat Jeski, our club President, for being
the “benefactor of the beer.” Pat annually contributes
the quarter barrel of beer to our party. The second very
special thanks goes out to club Board Member, Owen
Balduf for contributing his incredible talents on the electric violin as well as those of his fellow musicians performing at the meeting. The third special “thank you”
goes to Tom Krueger who brought a portable, propane
fueled heater to take the sting out of the evening air.
Without Tom’s efforts, it was likely the band could not
have played up to standard.
Something very special – This year Owen’s mates included Ivan Král and Peter “Madcat” Ruth. Ivan has
composed film soundtracks, movie scores and music
for some of the world’s most influential artists, including

Newly elected to the Board
are Jack Dunlap (left) and
Rick Mammel (right).
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U2, David Bowie, Patti Smith, Iggy Pop, John Waite,
Blank Generation, and many others. He is a Grammy
Award-winning songwriter and producer whose work
is heard on radio, stage, films, TV and commercials
around the world. Peter, another Grammy Awardwinner, has been an invited guest performer at many
harmonica festivals in the United States, Europe and
Asia. His harmonica playing is heard on over 50 record
albums. National television and radio appearances,
symphony orchestra performances, radio and television advertisements, and harmonica workshops all
attest to Madcat’s reputation as one of the best and
most versatile harmonica players in the world. We had
two Grammy Award winners playing together as special guests of Owen at our party – that’s huge! Thanks
Owen!
The AGM just gets better and better. We have no idea
how to top this year’s entertainment; at least we have a
year to think about it…. Next year we can look forward
to the AGM about the same time and, hopefully, the
same place – see you then.
Editor’s Note: A special thanks to Jim and Liz Christopher for hosting another great Annual Meeting.
Oh yes -- and it wouldn’t be an Annual Meeting if some
business was not transacted. Two new, and enthusiastic members were elected to the Rally Sport Region’s
Board of Directors -- Jack Dunlap and Rick Mammel.
Incumbent Board Members Dan Gaulin and Mike
O’Rear were also reelected to second two-year terms.
President Jeski also appointed Leonard Murz and Fran
Lanciaux as Board Members at Large.

Great sports Jona
Kirts and husband
Dan Hudson came as
the Mario Brothers.

Rick Mammel, Valerie
Roedenbeck, Barb Jones
and Lynda Mammel
around the bonfire.

O’Mally’s Galley provided
great food.

Chuck & Mary Jo Freitas and
Mike O’Rear “camaradering.”

Dan Kantrow, Kristin &
Don Darnell enjoy the
conversation (right).
Michael & Diane Kimber
and Jona Kirts share the
luxurious hay bale seating (left).
Photos courtesy of Burghard Linn, and Mike
& Kathy O’Rear
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Your Porsche has given you its best.
Now it’s time to return the favor.

Premier Porsche technician David Laing. Only at Grand Sport in Southfield.
David Laing loves Porsches like you do – and knows them
like no one else. Whether you seek performance upgrades,
repairs, or routine maintenance, David will provide your
Porsche with unmatched service and care at our state-

of-the-art Grand Sport facility in Southfield. So stop by
today for a free tour of Grand Sport and see why so many
owners of new and vintage Porsches trust only David
Laing with the care of their vehicle.

Selling and Servicing Porsche Automobiles
Grand Sport, LLC 21620 Melrose Avenue Southfield, MI 48075 Phone 248.304.9091 • Fax 248.304.9092
www.grandsport-michigan.com
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Le Mans -- The Movie, The Movie Star, The Car
By Mike Mulligan, San Diego Region with permission from THE WINDBLOWN WITNESS
Photos by Skip Carter or courtesy of Symbolic Motor Car Company

From time to time in the world of sport there are individuals who feel the need to branch out into occupations beyond those in which they are known to excel.
Unfortunately, many attempt to move into show business. We’ve all seen some former athlete delivering
lines with stiffness worthy of a Formula 1 chassis, but
there are occasional successes. Here we have one of
the most spectacular. You see, while the Porsche 917
has been called one of the greatest racing cars of all
time, this particular example gained fame not on the
track, but as a film star.
The 917 shocked the motor racing world when it appeared at the Geneva Motor Show in March of 1969.
Conceived and built in great secrecy at the Porsche
works, it was a product of rule changes designed expressly to eliminate its type from international sports
car racing. Alarmed by the speeds (and perhaps the
nationality) of the seven liter Ford GT-40s and their
counterparts from Lola, the FIA decreed that for 1969
all prototype sports racing cars would be limited to a
maximum of 3 liter engine displacement, and that “production” sports cars would be allowed a maximum of
five liters. In this case “production” was defined as
a minimum run of 50 (later reduced to 25) cars. The
thinking was that the many privateers who were running Fords and Lolas would still be allowed to compete
(albeit with smaller engines) since there were easily 25
of each already in existence, but that no manufacturer
would be willing to ante up the enormous cost to design
and build 25 copies of a new five liter prototype racing
car. They had significantly underestimated the Porsche
racing works desire for victory.
In April of 1969, the FIA’s representative was summoned
to the Porsche factory and was stunned by the sight of
25 917 coupes lined up side to side outside the Werk
1 building. Though they most likely weren’t very happy
about it, the FIA had no choice but to homologate the
new car for the coming season. Getting there was only
half the battle however, and Porsche spent the better
part of the ’69 season sorting out the new car.
The 917 was fast right out of the box, but tricky handling
made it quite a handful for the drivers, and reliability
issues caused several retirements. In spite of the dif-

ficulties, a 917 led the 1969 Le Mans 24-hour race until
a cracked bellhousing sidelined the car after nearly 21
hours. The type’s first win would come at Zeltweg in
Austria in the last race of the season. 1970 would bring
a significant change of fortune. Development work in
the off-season had sorted out the 917s handling woes,
and Porsche hit the ground
running in 1970. Five of the
first six races of the season were won by Porsches.
The exception was Sebring,
where Porsche came second to Ferrari, not with a
917, but with a 908 driven
by Peter Revson and some
Hollywood-type named McQueen...
These five victories gave
Porsche the 1970 World
Steve McQueen in a
Championship, but there was
poster from the movie
little time for celebration. The
“Le Mans.”
next race was Le Mans.
The 24-hour race was valued
above all others for Porsche. They had a remarkable record of class wins at Le Mans, but they had never won
the race outright and were desperate to do so. There
were no less than seven 917s entered that year, and
Ferrari countered with eleven 512S models. The event
was looking like a stand off between the two greatest
sports car manufacturers in the world, a true clash of
titans. In the end, bad weather and attrition would decide the race. Richard Attwood and
Hans Herrmann’s
917 won overall
with another 917
second, followed
by a trusty old 908
and two of the Ferraris in fourth and
fifth. As a 914 drivThe start of the 1970 Le Mans
er, I feel obliged to
24-hour race as captured by the
point out that the
camera of Solar Productions.
car that placed
(Continued on Page 15)
13

14

(Continued from Page 13)

sixth overall, and first in the GT class, was in fact, a
914/6 GT. Ahem…
The 1970 Le Mans event brought Porsche the first of
its sixteen victories in the great race. It was also unique
in that the whole event was filmed, from every possible
angle, by a team of Hollywood film makers. Shortly after the actual race, several of the cars and drivers returned to the Sarthe circuit to complete the filming that
had begun during the race in June.
It is at this point that we first meet our film star, and become re-acquainted with that chap that finished second
at Sebring. The car you see on these pages is 917-022,
the 22nd of the original batch of 25 built in 1969. It was
unused until it sold to Steve McQueen’s Solar productions for use in the film Le Mans. It was to serve as a
camera car and back-up in case one of the other 917s
was crashed or encountered mechanical difficulty. If
you’ve seen the movie, you’ve ridden aboard 022. All
of those wonderful in-car and on-car shots were filmed
by cameras rigged to various parts of the 917. If you
know where to look,
the camera mounting brackets are still
visible on the chassis. Though by now
it was perhaps the
most publicly visible
example of a 917, the
car had never actually
turned a wheel in anger. It would have to
917-022 at Symbolic Motor
wait until 1971 to get
Car’s restoration facility in Sorits chance.
rento Valley.

curate, sold it to a certain individual who once had a TV
show “about nothing…” (as he often put it). The rumor
mill also has it that the car is again for sale. Perhaps it’s
time to start digging behind the couch for loose change,
though I doubt any of our couches are that big.
Though 917 chassis number 022 might not have the
finest of motor racing pedigrees, it certainly has one of
the most unique histories of any purpose-built racing
car. Perhaps it is this lack of hard competition miles that
has preserved it as one of the most original examples
of a truly incredible breed. For that, not to mention the
tour it gave us mortals of the classic Le Mans circuit, we
can be truly thankful.

917-022s chassis number

Reinhold Joest ran
022
in
selected
events in 1971, but only managed a fourth at Spa and
a sixth at Brands Hatch. Brian Redman bought the car
from Joest, but did very little with it, finally selling it to Le
Mans winner Richard Attwood in 1978. Attwood had the
car repainted to match his 1970 winning car, and raced
and displayed the car rather infrequently until 2000.
When Attwood sold the car, it made its way across the
pond to Gunnar Racing in Florida where it underwent a
complete restoration, including the return of the original
Gulf livery. 022 passed through the capable hands of
our own Symbolic Motorcars who, if the rumors are ac15
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Book Review: Porsche High Performance Driving Handbook
2nd Edition, Motorbooks press, 2008.
By Vic Elford. with permission of Nord Stern Region - PCA

The second edition of the Porsche High Performance
Driving Handbook closes with a real world driving story.
In January of 1991, author and Porsche racing legend
Vic Elford found himself “test driving” the new 911
Turbo for his “Stuttgart friends.” He drove the car from
Reno to San Francisco with his wife, picked up his two
teenaged sons (and their luggage), and prepared to
head home across the Sierras. The Donner pass was
closed due to heavy snowfall, so Mr. Elford decided to
use the Rt. 50 pass instead.
It is at this point in the story that the reader truly realizes Mr. Elford is no ordinary driver. Unavoidably, there
is a certain disconnect when one reads about racing,
driving at over 200 mph, and participating in rallies in
exotic places. Racing stories don’t register as deeply
with the majority of drivers because most of us have
never experienced such driving firsthand. On the other
hand, driving in inclement conditions is something most
of us have had plenty of (generally unpleasant) experience with. Sliding on black ice? Check. Aquaplaning?
Check. Is Vic Elford about to cross the Sierras driving
through heavy snow accumulation in a rear-wheel drive
Porsche Turbo loaded with four people and luggage…
and without PSM?
Yes, indeed. Once past the chain control at the foot of
the snowy Sierras, Mr. Elford drove the 911 through the
mountains, climbing up with the car “sideways most of
the time,” then back down, sideways once again with
the former rally driver “push[ing] the clutch in…steering it back straight…stab[bing] the brake pedal a few
times to slow down, and then blip[ping] the throttle and
get[ting] it exactly right in order to let the clutch out with
perfect engine/road speed coordination” to help the car
regain balance. Mr. Elford repeated this sequence over
and over again for the duration of the trip, and found the
experience “quite enjoyable.”
The moral of the story, Mr. Elford writes, is that “[r]
emembering all the little things you have learned [about
driving technique]…over the years and being able to
pull out the one that counts…when it counts” can get
you out of a bind. Mastering proper driving techniques
and gaining a deeper understanding of the automobile
is not just cool, but crucial.

Written in an approachable, clear style, Elford’s book
blends in entertaining vignettes of his days as a rally
and track driver with relevant driving and racing technique. Known for his success in various racing disciplines, Mr. Elford was the first driver to win the Monte
Carlo Rally for Porsche and, a week later, the 24 hours
of Daytona. His ability to drive on ice, snow and rain
earned him several victories, including 4th place in his
first Grand Prix. His engaging storytelling is complimented by the exceptional photos from his personal
collection and the Porsche Archives.
While in some aspects the book is specific to driving
Porsches, it manages to stay relevant to cars in general. The book opens with a discussion on comfort in
the car (seat placement, driver comfort, etc.) and goes
on to discuss key aspects of driving all automobiles:
shifting, braking, and cornering, among others. In the
chapter on balance, for example, Mr. Elford discusses not only the challenges (and advantages) of the
bonafide 911, but also mid- and front-engine cars, as
well as rear-, all- and front-wheel drive cars. Yet, there
is still plenty for the Porsche lover. While the majority
of Mr. Elford’s Porsche-specific driving experience was
with the 911 rally cars and the 917/908 race cars, he
gladly discusses current Porsche models, including the
mid-engine Cayman.
While the book briefly covers more advanced driving
techniques such as heel-and-toe shifting and slide control, it does so only in an introductory manner. Drivers
seeking to delve deeper into performance or rally driving techniques will have to explore other titles (and log
time behind the wheel), but Mr. Elford’s Handbook is
one of the finest places to start.
The Porsche High Performance Driving Handbook is
perhaps the perfect companion gift for the new Porsche
owner. Technical explanations are clear and well illustrated, even to non-engineers. The book’s conversational style makes it seem as if one is sitting with the
racing legend, taking in technique secrets and enjoying
unbelievable stories of his days on the track (and off).
Do you know anyone who is interested in becoming a
better driver? This is the book to get for them.
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Winter Wonders? Wonder No More. Why?

Services Provides:
- Porsche Service & Repair
- Performance Modifications
- Custom Four Wheel Alignments
- Suspension & Brake Upgrades
- Porsche OBD Software
- Exhaust Systems
- Pre-Purchase Inspections
- FREE Tech Inspections
- Winter Specials
- PCA Club Discounts

Our prices are unbeatable, at only $75.00 an hour for quality Porsche Services.
(Yes, this is not a typo) Mention PCA membership & get even further discounts.
Gilson MotorSports will give you a $20.00 gas card when your service has been
completed as a sign of our appreciation during the month of January for all
customers that are over 20 miles away.

Your #1 Porsche Enthusiast Shop of Southeast Michigan!!!
Phone: 248-549-4016 - Fax: 248-549-4022
Website: www.GilsonMotorSports.com
Email: hgilson@gilsonmotorsports.com
4535 Delemere Blvd. Royal Oak, Mi 48073
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C a rlyle
Bar & Grill

Contemporary American Cuisine
3660 Jackson Road, Ann Arbor • 734.213. 9800
(In front of Quality 16 Movie Theatre )

◆

FEATURING CLASSIC & CREATIVE DISHES
FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN
2900 S. State Street, Ann Arbor (Located in the Concord Center)
734.332.9700 • www.mediterrano.com

◆

La Piazza
’

BY

Two beautifully appointed private rooms perfect for business meetings,
weddings & rehearsal dinners, engagement celebrations, graduations,
bar mitzvahs, baptismals, birthday parties & other events.
For booking your occasion, call 734.332.9700
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(Continued from Page 9)

A: Mark, you must live in the boonies. But seriously,
check the antenna cable resistance and I bet you will
find the problem. My guess is that the center lead has
broken by tugging on the cable rather than the plug.
Besides, it’s the only thing left!
MC

Q: Hi MC. I am one of the forgotten club members. I
have a 1987 928 S4 (a.k.a. Shark) with about 85,000
miles on it. The car is all over the road and it follows the
ruts like they were railroad tracks. I was hoping that I
just need an alignment but a friend says that the shocks
are shot. This is my first Porsche and I was warned
that the purchase price is just the cost of admission, so
I am ready to fix it. But where should I start?
Jeff

parts that keep the suspension in alignment.
The car is “suspended” by control arms, ball joints,
bushings, springs, and shocks. Steering consists of
the tie rods, tie rod ends, steering rack, steering shaft
and more of those rubber bushings. At 85K miles and
20 years of age, any of these parts might need to be
replaced for the chassis to respond to alignment. For
instance, your chiropractor will not be able to adjust
your broken leg.
An alignment is done “statically” (with the car standing still), on a pedestal called an “alignment rack”. As
you drive your 928, the force of the road, the weight of
the car, and the power transmitted by the engine and
brakes conspire to “change the alignment” dynamically.
Since your car was designed to cruise at 130 MPH,
the suspension is biased towards stiffness and stability.
The oddest part of a 928 alignment is that even lifting
the car during the process changes the ride height and
attitude of the chassis. The trick is getting the alignment
adjusted while the car is resting on its weight without
raising it.
Once the worn parts are replaced, the new shocks installed and tires verified, your 928 will track just like
the Road and Track test when you lusted after it in the
80’s
MC

A: Since this car is new to you, an inspection will reveal issues that may affect the alignment or ride of the
car and you should start there. If you can get under
the car with the technician, he can show you the obvious problems and then prioritize them for you. Finally,
aligning a 928 is a lot different than aligning most cars.
Porsche provides many adjustments to perfect the handling of the car and aligning these cars is a science.
But, back to the basics, start with the tires. Are they
actually round? Are the wheels straight? What is the
correct inflation? It may sound elementary but what
most people think is “an alignment” is usually something else. If you have never driven a car before with
really wide tires, even when the tires are perfect, the
car will tend to “track” depending on the road surface.
This alone can be very disconcerting if you don’t expect
it. Of course, if you find a problem with the tires, you
probably DO need an alignment, as well as all the other
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It’s Not a Piece of Furniture

By Phil Kalamaros, Michiana Region PCA, with permission of of Porsche Strassen

Several years ago, well I guess it’s now been more
than fifteen, I decided that my Porsche, well one of
them, was not a piece of furniture. I also decided I had
a boatload of cash in it sitting in my garage - way too
much, and therefore, I was going to drive the car year
round as my daily driver. Okay, it is true that I had always driven my Porsches year round when the roads
were spotless, but I mean every day rain shine snow
whatever. Several hundred thousand miles later, I am
glad I did, and still do. I urge others to do the same.
Make your Porsche your daily driver. Really.
Let me make a couple things clear. Daily driver does not
mean take the 356 out on a cold, crisp but perfectly dry
day in January. I presume everyone does that. These
old crates are magical in that air and it will reinforce
your affinity for the brand. Imagine some crazy alpine
moment and listen to how cold air adds to your power
and the smell of dust and oil in your heater boxes and
heat exchangers. It is a smell and feeling that is truly
Porsche, and that is truly lacking in the new cars. It’s a
similar experience to the smell of an old Mercedes or
other jute based seat user. You have to experience it to
know what I am talking about.
Likewise, this is not a good idea for all year and model Porsches in our climate unless you have a few to
spare. For example, I don’t recommend driving pre
galvanized bodies in our winters. I also think that it’s
not the best thing for early cars with a lot of junk hanging down and fenders where the stuff splashes way up
deep, builds up, and promotes serious rot. So, from a
911 standpoint it means I am mixed about SC’s and
Carreras even though they are galvanized, and that I
am universally fine with anything 964 and later. I would
not do this with a 356, an early 912, or a 914. This admonition is not because they won’t do it, but because I
think the negatives will outweigh the positives. I know
Jim Schrager drives early cars all year round if weather
permits, but he has a few extras. All 924’s, 944’s and
968’s, and post 89 928’s are fine. They have limited
resale value, and are pretty much a contemporary everyday user. I have some trepidation on 928’s as there
are a lot of parts very close to the ground that will suffer
weather, but there are many that are driven year round
with little real consequence so apparently my concern
is not validated in ordinary use. Cayenne’s should be
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driven regularly in the worst conditions you can find
with 5 people aboard to justify their existence. I see
no issues with Caymans or Boxsters. The mid engine
placement makes them a tad more surefooted than
911’s in turning, and pricing and production numbers
ensure plenty of cars and parts. If you can afford a GT,
well, you can do anything you want.
So, what special thing do we need to do this wonder of
wonders? Well, the obvious is making sure your car is
working well, and that you are current on maintenance
and fluids. Also it is really important in Porsches to have
fresh windshield wipers, the winter kind, and plenty of
washer fluid. Porsches have always had marginal wipers up to the 993, and the defrost air is distributed in
such a way as to cause wet windows to dry dirty. But,
these are not really big factors to accommodate. However, there is one thing that I view to be critical to winter use of a Porsche, and that is tires. Get some snow
tires, real ones. Four of them. Not fat ones, but recommended size Porsche blessed snow tires. Bridgestone
and Pirelli are my favorites. Not all weather tires, but
real honest to goodness snow tires.
Will your winter use and associated depreciation be
offset somehow? I suggest yes. Face it, the reality is
that if you drive them at all, the newer cars don’t hold
value like they used to. There are too many made, and
they are much more durable, so there are more cars
surviving. Look at the bid prices online if you doubt
me. So, you are not preserving value, you are giving
up value in the form of depreciation without getting any
value, unless you bought yours to park it in the garage
under a cover. If you did this, I suggest you just buy a
Porsche key ring and the car cover and put it over the
bicycles and boxes and other stuff sitting in the garage
and save yourself a ton of money. If you bought one
of these cars because you like driving a Porsche, you
will still like driving a Porsche, and you will get to do it
more. You will learn quickly that there are handling differences between your Porsche and your sport “ute,”
but you already knew that. If we actually look at the
weather as we have it these days, you will also realize
that 75% of winter days are not even remotely challenging to an ordinary vehicle and thus are not challenging
to your Porsche. Of the remaining 25% of the time,
(Continued on Page 25)

356 Motor Cities Gruppe (MCG) Color Tour

Sally and Stewart Free were kindly welcomed to joined the 356 MCG club for their fall color tour.
They captured these great images of great cars.

More photos on the
bottom of Page 25
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CLASSIFIED ADS

The Bahn Stormer accepts ads from Rally Sport Region Members without charge. Non-members will be charged $5.00 per
quarter. Ads more than six months old, may be removed unless resubmitted. Please notify the editor if an item is sold.

CARS FOR SALE

PARTS FOR SALE

2002 Boxster S: 33,000 Yellow w/ black interior,
6-speed, $20,500 Tom Krueger 313-570-2223 or
thomasjkrueger@gmail.com (12/08)

1968 Porsche 912 Engine: serial 1283044. Original
and complete, including sheet metal and OEM muffler.
Disassembled for inspection. Email for full details and
photos. jlong48188@comcast.net (12/08)

1973 914 GT conversion: VIN #4732913661, Built
by Greg Fordall in 2003, chassis stiffing kit; composite flares, rockers and valances; 1983 Carrera
3.2 engine rebuilt, Euro DME; 915 transmission w/
Wevo tail shift; Limited Slip; JRZ 12-way adjustable
struts; Fikse FM10 forged modular 3pc wheels (9x17)
with 245/45ZR17 Hoosier tires; Boxster mono-block
calipers front and rear; and much more. Very fast.
$30,000 Tom Krueger 313-570-2223 or thomasjkrueger@gmail.com (12/08)
1986 Porsche 911 Carrera Coupe: Black/black.
Runs and shifts excellent. Top end rebuild and more
done 8000 miles ago. $18,995. Contact
Michael at 810-635-7767 or pillayyu@msu.edu (11/08)
2001 BMW 325Cic Convertible:
Red with black leather. Near-perfect, 26K gentle
miles. 5 speed, heated memory seats, hard top.
Beautifully maintained, needs nothing, all service
current, all records. $18.500. Contact Karl Schulz
734.660.4714 kschulz2@gmail.com (08/08)

911 / 944 Kumho V700 Victoracer tires mounted
on factory Porsche ATS cookie cutter wheels
(911.361.023): 1 pair 6JX15 front wheels with
205/50ZR15 tires; 1 pair 7JX15 rear wheels with
225/50ZR15 tires; wheels straight and in good condition; tires used only one weekend (>50%
> remaining); $485 for the set. Email for photos. Contact Hannes at Hfuchs@twmi.rr.com (09/08)
Car Cover: PNA501 930 Car Cover with Twin Mirror Pockets All-911 Turbo W/Whale Tail. $50 Brey
Krause harness bar for 1985-1987 Carrera. $140
Contact Rob Cardno, cardno@ameritech.net (08/08)
OMP Racing Seat: Red cloth w/recline and belt holes
for 5 pt harness. Excellent Cond. Set of 4” wide Red
Sabelt Harnesses w/pads and crotch straps and hardware. B & B S.S. Muffler w/single 4” outlet from 3.2L.
84” 911. Factory Sway Bars. Best Offer(s): Contact
Steve at spark123@comcast.net or 248-672-7598
(cell) (06/08)
901 Transmission with limited slip out of 914 $1,200
Call Tom Krueger 313-432-7862 or email thomasjkrueger@gmail.com (05/08)
Six cylinder engine. 2.7L - Complete engine including carburetors and crank-fire ignition. Very good condition. Jim Christopher, Cell: 810-217-1280. (04/08)
1987 924S parts: Parting a 1987 924S NON SUNROOF Coupe. 2.5L 8V 944 Engine with 5spd Manual.
All pieces available. Good rear hatch, Doors, All
Glass, All interior, Black on Black Script Seats. Cut
the roof off for your 944 or 951 race car. Call Aaron at
asudds@yahoo.com (02/08)
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1984 Porsche 944, parts car: 15 inch cookie cutters,
5 speed trans, some engine parts, factory moon roof,
good glass and body parts, $400 or best offer call David 734-368-2023 or davidaba@netzero.com. (02/08)
OTHER ITEMS
FOR RENT: Nicely appointed Time Share Condo at
the beautiful Shanty Creek Ski Resort located in Bellaire, MI. Dates Available: February 13 thru 20 (Presidents Week), 2009. 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath (sleeps 6: 1
King, 1 Queen, 1 Sofa Bed). $750.00 for the week.
Call Gary or Carolyn Starin 248-887-2524

To place your classified ad in The Bahn Stormer please
contact:
Mike O’Rear - Bahnstormer@rsrpca
(Put “Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line.)
Classified Ads: Free to RSR Members;
all others $5.00 per quarter.
For Classified Ads Contact: Mike O’Rear
Bahnstormer@rsrpca.org or 734-214-9993

(Continued on Page 22)

you will find that most of the time your Porsche is actually a better choice than the sport ute. There is a time
when you will want the big tired high ground clearance,
high seated ute, but that will probably only be when you
are in snow that is coming down faster than the plows
can remove, and you are trying to pass semis on the
highway, and the snow has accumulated to over a foot
without plowing. So how many times is that in your life?
For me, I actually prefer the C4 to my truck in all ice
conditions and in all snow conditions up to about a foot
of wet snowpack. At that point, my car high centers too
much for me unless I have good momentum. But up to
that point, I will take the C4. It will dig like a demon, and
you will hear the snow brushing your underside, but it
will be more surefooted at speed than my pick up truck.
It’s the closest thing you get to rally driving that you will
ever do.
Go ahead, try it. You will be amazed and amused. I have
been there. I know. I am there every day. Even with all
of my years on the racetrack, many of my fondest driving memories are winter driving my sports cars. There
is nothing in summer driving like when you are blasting along at speeds above the posted on a crisp sunny
morning on long roads with long curves with unplowed
powder and the trees all loaded up. You feel this light
bit of push when the car is actually floating rather than
actual positive grip, and you can throttle steer and use
just the slightest opposite lock to keep the car slightly off
axis, but on course, engine roaring, heat blowing from
the vents, sun twinkling off the snow, and in your rear
view mirrors a long white plume behind your car billowing up and out like the best of any Baja racers going thru
a dry lakebed. To any track day junkie, that day’s drive
alone will pay for the snow tires. Oh and do I have to
remind you that my Porsche gets 24 mpg versus a sport
ute’s 14? Think of it as saving money and doing your
part for the environment.
And don’t tell me that the maintenance will be too expensive. Porches are meant to be driven. The low mileage cars can be money pits because Porsches don’t sit
well. My present C4 just clicked over 160,000 miles, all
mine. Other than oil changes and parts that wear out, I
have only had to replace a water pump, an alternator,
and a few small parts that rusted out or corroded. I wish
some of my other investments performed so well.
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2008 Rally Sport Region’s Officers
President
Patrick Jeski *
734-878-2747
Pinckney 48169
president@rsrpca.org

Track Registrar
Dan Gaulin *
248-921-0400
Northville 48167
registrar@rsrpca.org

Events Committee
Sally Free: stewartjfree@comcast.net
Sue Sarin: sueatcape@msn.com
Valerie Roedenbeck:
v.roedenbeck@earthlink.net

Vice President
Jim Christopher
248-627-8655
Ortonville 48462
gooddna@comcast.net

Track Chairperson
Christian Maloof
734-424-0818
Dexter 48130
christianmaloof@hotmail.com

Board Members
Tom Krueger *
313-570-2223
Sterling Heights 48313
ThomasJKrueger@gmail.com

Goodie Store Chairperson
Jim Christopher *
248-627-8655
Ortonville 48462
gooddna@comcast.net

Safety Chairperson
John Melvin
734-665-8912
Ann Arbor 48103
tandelta@earthlink.net

Peter Maehling *
810-220-8413
Brighton 48114
pmaehling@provide.net

Advertising Chairperson
Owen Balduf *
734-395-3087
Dexter 48130
owenb2rock@aol.com

Insurance Chairperson
Al Gaulin
586-899-5080
Clarkston 48346
mg2139@aol.com

Membership Chairperson
Glenn Trapp
810-227-7854
Brighton 48114
gtrapper@gmail.com

Archivist / Historian
Joe Lile *
313-274-3091
Dearborn 48124
J.lile@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer
Burghard Linn
810-227-1223
Brighton 48116
Burghard.linn@gmail.com

Bahn Stormer Editor
Mike O’Rear *
734-214-9993
Ann Arbor 48103
Mike8177@att.net

Secretary
Mary Ann Kantrow
734-998-1403
Ann Arbor 48105
mkantrow@peoplepc.com

Webmistress
Valarie Roedenbeck
312-342-8222
Ann Arbor 48104
webmaster@rsrpca.org

Tech Chairperson
Jim Dunham
734-451-1288
Plymouth 48170
boxersix@aol.com

Ulf Maier *
734-368-0205
Ann Arbor 48105
ulfmaier@sbcglobal.net
Rick Mammel *
248-442-9008
Novi 48375
Metalworks@Ameritech.net
Board Members at Large
Fran Lanciaux
419-481-4444
Grand Rapids, OH 43522
Fran@commercialcomfort.com
Leonard Murz
248-342-5764
St. Clair 48054
Lmurz@sbcglobal.net
Zone 4 Rep
Roy Wilkinson
Akron, Ohio
rwilk5@sbcglobal.net
* Denotes Board Member
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The Bahn Stormer
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