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The Bahn Stormer
For Information or submissions

Contact Mike O’Rear
bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org

(Please put Bahn Stormer in the subject line) 
Deadline:  Normally by the end of the third 

week-end of the month.

Material from the The Bahn Stormer may be reprinted 
(except for ads) provided proper credit is given to the 
author and the source.  

Advertising Rates  (Per Year)

Copy is the responsibility of the advertiser.

Full Page:  $650
Half Page:  $375

Quarter Page:  $225
Business Card:  $100
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2405 W Stadium Blvd • Ann Arbor, MI 48103
734-369-6787 • www.stadiumautoservice.com

Trusted, quality auto repair 
in Ann Arbor since 1980.
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From the Front Seat
 By RSR President Peter Grant By RSR President Peter Grant

Eight years, that’s 96 months. 
Minus the two months when 
we don’t do a Bahn Stormer 
edition…make it 80 months. 
Forty issues of “From the 
Back Seat”, when I rode VP 
shotgun for our past presi-
dent Tim Pott, and another 
forty issues of “From the 
Front Seat” as the RSR presi-
dent. Wow!

 I remember Tim telling me when I volunteered to 
do an article as VP, and then again when I took over 
the presidency…the hardest part of the job is coming 
up with an article every month. That was true to a 
point, but no one saw the COVID-19 pandemic com-
ing.
 I took on the presidency as of January 1, 2020, 
went on a celebratory retirement vacation with Mel-
anie in February, and came home to the start of the 
pandemic in March, a pandemic which tested the 
metal of just about every facet of all our lives. For 
those of us with school age kids…home schooling, for 
many of us with jobs…working from home. For all of 
us…a loss of social interaction and limited exposure 
to anyone or any event outside our own inner-circle. 
Masks and COVID home testing…the list of the long 
reach of the pandemic goes on and on. 
 For RSR, it meant measuring the safety of us 
all against our desire for track, touring, and social 
events. It meant canceled events, and events not 
even planned. It meant a virtual Holiday Party, and 
then one that required proof of vaccination to at-
tend. It meant proof of vaccination to get into a car 
with an instructor, or simply passing on a DE because 
of the proximity of someone else in the car. It meant 
a lot of tough decisions and choices made to ensure 
our safety. It was a difficult time for us all.
 We are all still feeling the effects of the pandemic 
today, in (again) just about every aspect of our lives. 
But RSR has bounced back and is running on all six 
(opposed) cylinders. Our DEs are full and well at-
tended, our touring events are packed with RSR 
people and Porsches, and the second iteration of our 
Porsches in the Park was a huge success in spite of 
the lack of cooperation from Mother Nature. Popular 

non-RSR events such as Cars&Coffee at Zingerman’s 
or The Gathering at Arbor Motion burst at the seams 
with all of us…eager to re-insert ourselves into the 
fabric of our Porsche-centric lives. Indeed, life does 
goes on.
 Recently Porsche celebrated its 75th year as a car 
company…one of the most celebrated marques in the 
world, and RSR will head into its 28th year as a PCA 
Region in January under new leadership. My tour as 
the president of this august group comes to an end 
December 31st. It’s been an honor and a privilege to 
serve RSR in this capacity, but most of all…it’s been 
fun. What an incredible group of knowledgeable, car-
savvy, Porsche-centric people we are! Thank you all 
for your help in keeping RSR going forward during the 
difficult times we are thankfully now leaving behind, 
and thanks to all the people who work so hard to 
keep this club going. 
 One last thing, I’ve suggested substantial raises 
for all our volunteers starting in 2024. Good luck!

Life is good! Happy Porsche-ing!
And That’s the (LAST) View From the Front Seat

Road-Keeper Dual HD vehicle 
video system with GPS

The compact unit contains both 1080p HD cameras, GPS, 
accelerometers, and status screen. This allows for a very 
secure and stealthy installation in your vehicle. 

Use Road-Keeper on the road or at the track. Fully compatible 
with our Race-Keeper Comparo analysis application. Both 
cameras can be adjusted vertically and horizontally. Includes: 
power cord, 32GB Micro SD card, and mounting bracket.

Our latest innovation in video data systems is the Trivinci 
Road-Keeper system for recording dual stream 1080p full 
HD video and audio with GPS and accelerometer data.  $399

For more information:  Bill Stevens  614-214-9732  
   billstevens61@att.net



6

Rally Sport Region Polar Bear Run
Sunday November 5th, 2023

Rally Sport Region members are invited to take that one last drive before putting your babies away 
for the winter. The beautiful driving route through the country roads west of Ann Arbor takes about 
1 1/2 hours. 

Maps will be provided to all but if you have any questions please 
contact sebastian@arbormotion.com

THE STARTING LOCATION IS SKYLINE HIGH SCHOOL
2552 N Maple Rd, Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Meeting time is 10:00am at Skyline High School’s main parking lot - Please note, there are NO 
public rest room facilities open at the high school.

We push off at 10:30am with an expected drive time of 1 1/2 hours. 

Please make individual lunch plans; the end of the route goes through Chelsea and Dexter and 
there are terrific restaurants to choose from in both towns.
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RSR Calendar of Events
November 5 (Sun.), 10:00 AM: Polar Bear Run -- 

Host: Sebastian Gaeta (See ad on page 6.)

November 6 (Mon.) 7:00 PM: RSR Board Meeting 
-- NCMS Building, 3025 Boardwalk Dr., Ann Arbor

December 9 (Sat.) 6:30-9:30 PM, Porsche of Ann 
Arbor -- Host: President Peter Grant (See ad on 
page 15.)

Other Events of Interest

Second Saturday of every month, 9:00 AM (starting 
November 11th): Stadium Auto Tech Talks (see 
below)

Third Saturday of every month, 9:00 AM:  The Gath-
ering At Rennstatt (669 State Circle, Ann Arbor) 
(see page 20)

November 4 (Sat.) 10:00 AM: Porsche Tech Session, 
at Munks 

• RSVP at: Service@Stadiumautoservice.com and please   
   add suggested topics to be discussed
• 2nd Saturday of every month at 9:00am, starting on Nov. 11 
• Additional dates 12-9-23, 1-13-24, 2-10-24 and 3-9-24
• Snacks and beverages will be provided.

2405 W Stadium Blvd • Ann Arbor, MI • 734-369-6787 • StadiumAutoService.com2405 W Stadium Blvd • Ann Arbor, MI • 734-369-6787 • StadiumAutoService.com
Trusted, quality auto repair in Ann Arbor since 1980

With 
Nick at 
Stadium Auto

Join 
us 
for

Ann Arbor’s German 
Auto Expert 
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Current Membership 564*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

* Includes 347 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-599-
3133 or membership@rsp.pca.org). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at membership@rsp.pca.org. This 
will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with 
PCA national.

November Anniversaries:
John & Carole McConnell ...............58
John & Dawn Horner ......................50
Dave & Cole Winston ......................42
Mark Schettenhelm & Joan Walton 26
Timothy Shinn & 
 Elizabeth Pielsticker ...................26
Pat Jeski ..........................................22
Bill & Linda Damon .........................21 
Tim Norman ...................................18
Pat & Amy Paul ...............................16
George Gilligan ...............................11
Chuck Palfi & Jane Clawson-Palfi ....11
John & Diane Thomson ..................11
Stephen Ascherl ...............................8
Frank & Holly Kunick.........................7
Mike & Jian Ping McKelvey ...............7

Miles Townsend-Robledo .................7
Bruce Mather ...................................6
Christian Mooradian & Alisha Les.....6
Kenneth Grigsby Jr. ...........................5
Alex & Barbara Nitsche .....................5
James Plemmons ..............................5
Tony Goia ..........................................4
Eli Swetland ......................................4
Thorsten Kathoefer ...........................2
Richard Lovernick .............................2
Patrick West ......................................2
Ben & Jackie Finden .........................1

December Anniversaries:
Phil & Francie Kish ..........................45
Tom Green ......................................37
Brian Nao & Kathy Toy-Nao ............32

William & Todd Houghton ..............24
James & Deanna Utsler ..................21
Jill & Jeff Brueckheimer ..................17
Phil & Sarah Kingham .....................16
Larry & Marylinda Webster ............13
Paul Eddleston ................................11
Keith & Kathy Knudsen ...................11
Skip & Christopher Kuhn ................11
Rick & Beth Peterson ......................10
Ryan Beekman ..................................9
Bennett Borsuk .................................5
Harry & Judith Jones.........................4
Christopher Michalak .......................4
Rob & Cheryl Porter ..........................4
Christopher & Nathaniel Turner .......3
Jerry & Shelly Mcgue ........................2

Christopher Burnett
Howell, MI
2002 Boxster

Michael Downing
Pinckney, MI
1997 Boxster

Darius Kudzma
Howell, MI
1973 914

Brent Kolb
Ann Arbor, MI
2001 911 C4

New Members

http://rsp.pca.org
mailto:membership@rsp.pca.org
mailto:membership@rsp.pca.org


10

2023 Return to GingerMan Raceway2023 Return to GingerMan Raceway
Story by Mike O’Rear and photos by  Glenn Trapp and Henry GoebelbeckerStory by Mike O’Rear and photos by  Glenn Trapp and Henry Goebelbecker

No surprise that a return to GingerMan Raceway was a 
popular event. Saturday had 57 students and 15 instructors 
attending and Sunday with 41 students making It a two day 
affair. The last time RSR hosted a HPDE at GingerMan was in 
the fall of 2013. In the past 10 years the track has seen many 
improvements to the layout and surface as well as ameni-
ties. GingerMan is a significant step up from Grattan includ-
ing “La Dolce Vita”, a comfortable building for registration 
and camaraderie.

 Great weather plus fast and safe driving made for great 
weekend. All agreed that a return next year is necessary.
 The event was a fitting end to our club’s 2023 track 
season. It was made possibile by our generous sponsors: 
Rennstatt Racing, Porsche of Ann Arbor, Stadium Auto Ser-
vice and Bloom Roofing as well as the members of the RSR 
Track Committee.

Instructor Andy Sasyk (forground) on the entry lane of the track.

Long-time member Tom Green (on right) traveled from Florida to participate 
and held the drivers’ meeting.

Tract Registrar Charlie Brown III (left) and Track Chair Kevin Kral 
appear ready to sign-up the weekend’s participants.

Instructor Andrew Schipper in his 2018 Carrera 
on the track.
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2006123456 - Chesapeake

John Doe

DOWNLOAD YOUR

PCA Digital 
Membership Card

PCA members can now opt 
in to the digital membership 
card, available for Apple and 

Android digital wallets. 
It’s easy and quick to 

download! Once in your 
wallet, your card  

is easily accessible  
when you need it.

VISIT PCADIGITALCARD.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION

(From left to righrt: Nick Bleau, Jim Glenn, non-member Al 
Rebacz, Track Registrar Charlie Brown and (candidate for RSR 
President) John Thomson enjoy a refreshment after the day.

Andy Sasyk (left) and Roland Heiberger are excited to begin the 
weekend activities.

Alex Green handled classroom duties for the weekend.

La Dolce Vita
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3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081
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2023 Color Tour2023 Color Tour
Story by Mike O’Rear and photos by Burghard LinnStory by Mike O’Rear and photos by Burghard Linn

More than 90 people showed up for this year’s Color Tour, 
in spite of the fact that “colors” are a little late this year. 
Obviously, the fine efforts of host Charlie Brown III were an-
ticipated by RSR members. Charlie, and “Viper” friend Ken, 
plotted a 99 mile drive lasting two and a half hours including 
a rest stop during a short stint on I-94. The route contained 
an engaging variety of paved roads that demonstrated the 
pleasure of driving a Porsche.

 The route ended at the Chateau Aeronautique Winery & 
Blue Skies Brewery located near the Michigan International 
Speedway. There awaited a full lasagna buffet.
 What a great way to spend a fall day in Michigan -- with 
or without full fall color. Thanks to Charlie for all the work he 
put into this drive. 

Not a lot of fall color but crisp with sunshine.
Drive Host “Mr. Enthusiasm” Char-
lie Brown III.

Member John Reynolds with pup Remy and friend Molly Con-
nolly in his 2013 Carrera S Cabiolet.
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Everyone welcome Tim Pott to the Orion team. 
Tim joined us in 2020 and brings his extensive 
Porsche experience and great attitude to 
brighten our days. We are expanding our 
expert  Porsche coverage to  include more 
performance/racing and vintage services. 
Now we are 356 to 992 woohoo!

ORION WELCOMES YOUR 
PORSCHE’S BEST FRIEND: TIM!
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The 944 ChroniclesThe 944 Chronicles
 By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn) By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

This month’s article comes courtesy of an idea from fellow 
RSR member and 944S2 owner Kevin Kral.  If you attended 
any of the RSR HPDE events this past summer, you know 
Kevin and his red 944S2.   You also discovered that many of 
your fellow RSR members are enthusiastic track day partici-
pants.  In fact, Kevin and I enjoyed it so much we also went 
racing this summer.    That’s right, racing complete with lap 
times, trophies, and hard fought competition.  He drove his 
trusty 944S2 and I drove my shiny new Civic Type R. 

 We ran in the Bracket Racing series at Waterford Hills.   It 
is a series of time trial events that are held every regular 
race weekend at Waterford Hills.  There are two races each 
of the five regular race weekends for a total of 10 events 
with anywhere from six to twelve cars on track.  What is 
bracket racing you ask?  (or maybe you don’t)
 Bracket racing at Waterford Hills is very similar to any 
typical track day or HPDE.  It is intended for street and/or 
track day cars, but closed wheel race cars are also welcome.  
There are other drivers on the track that may run faster, 
slower, or just the same speed as you.  Passing is “point by” 
only.  The primary difference is that bracket racing is a timed 
competition, very similar to an SCCA Time Trial event.  You 
qualify in the first session and race in the second.  Your car is 
equipped with a transponder and lap times are recorded for 
both of your 20 minute qualifying and race sessions.  How-
ever, unlike a time trial event you don’t win by driving the 
fastest lap times possible.  We refer to those as hero laps, 
great for the ego, bad for bracket racing.  You win by driv-
ing a single consistent, repeatable lap time during the 20 
minute race session, about 12 laps.  To add to the challenge, 
you have to choose what that lap time will be based on your 
performance during the qualifying session.  We call it the 
“target” lap time.  Competitors are gridded on the race grid 
fastest to slowest according to their target times.  The field 
completes a single file pace lap before being given the green 
flag for a rolling start. 
 So how do you win?  Race session lap times are recorded 

and the average difference between your target lap time 
and your three closest lap times to it determines your fin-
ishing position.  For example, I declare a target lap time of 
1:20.555.  My three closest race lap times are 1:20.500, 
1:21.010, and 1:20.450.  The average difference between 
those lap times and my target time is (0.055 + 0.455 + 
0.105)/3 which equals 0.205 seconds.  The winner is the 
driver with the smallest average difference.  Championship 
points are awarded based on finishing position.  Twelve 
points to win, nine for second, seven for third and so on.  
Only your top six finishes (out of ten possible events) count 
towards the season point championship.  The competition 
is just as fierce as any of the door to door racing that goes 
on in the other race groups.  At the last race of this year’s 
season the winning time difference was 0.014 seconds. That 
was extremely close.   Kevin and I placed 4th and 3rd re-
spectively with personal best times of 0.024 and 0.018 sec-
onds. 
 Bracket racing is fun, competitive, and a great next step 
from our RSR sponsored HPDE’s.  If you have run at Water-
ford Hills at least once (more is better) you are eligible to 
compete.  Competition licensed drivers are welcome too.  
You and your car should be capable of running a lap time 
between 1:32 and about 1:13.   The idea is to maintain a 20 
second interval across the field and minimize the amount of 
passing that may occur during the race. This strategy gives 
drivers a better chance to maximize their number of clear 
laps.  Having an onboard lap timer with a predictive lap time 
function to guide you is not only legal, but it is highly recom-
mended, especially during the race.  Kevin and I both use 
one as do some of the other competitors.   Without it the 
tendency can be for you to chase the car in front of you or 
run from the car behind you, either of which can prevent 
you from hitting your target time.  Ask me how I know.
 Bracket racing is also relatively inexpensive compared to 
the door to door groups.  I know “affordable racing” is an 
oxymoron, but bracket racing is no more expensive than do-
ing track days, including tires, brakes, fuel, and entry fees. 
And you get trophies if you do well.  In fact, Kevin won the 
championship, and I placed third.  Between us we had sev-
en wins and multiple other podiums.  Not too bad for an old 
guy in a new car and a young guy in an old car.   Of course, 
it also helps if your car is red and has 4 cylinders under the 
hood.  I mean look at the picture, it’s pretty obvious.  Turbo-
charging is optional of course.  

Photos Courtesy of Mark Windecker at the WHRRI website

(Continued on page 26)
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty

Rd.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Closed for the Season
All good things must come to an end, temporarily anyway. 
For me the end of track season was at our second big event 
of the season, at GingerMan Raceway in late September.
I had a really good time there, meeting new people and 
relearning the track. It’s funny, but I have always felt I “get 
lost” in the sector between Turn 7 and Turn 10, probably be-
cause it’s sweeping curve after sweeping curve with chang-
ing radii and no obvious best line or landmarks. But I talked 
to several people who said they felt the same. It also turns 
out I had mutual close acquaintances with some of them, 
and a couple had even read my book.
 I feel like I drove quickly and safely and within my limits. 
I would have liked to compare my track data to my previous 
visits when I was less experienced, but I couldn’t track down 
the old data. 
 GingerMan and I have a mixed history. It is a good, fun 
track, but I seem to have car problems every time I go there. 
The first and worst was with my 2007 Cayman S in 2015, 
when I downshifted too early going into Turn 11. Pistons and 
valves got to know each other too well as a result, and the 
car was basically totaled.
 In 2017 our son Aric let me share his Solstice coupe, 
which was a joy to drive there. But with both of us driving it, 
things did get hot, and it worked its hub bolts loose on both 
front wheels! At least the fix was just to install new bolts.
 This year I brought my Cayman T and things went well, 
mostly. It was great on the track. But there was this strange 
noise after the first Sunday session. I was trained to diagnose 
vehicle noise and vibration at GM, so I can usually imagine 
what sort of thing is happening to make a certain noise. This 
one I couldn’t place.

 On the track and during the cooldown lap everything was 
normal. But when I came to a stop in the paddock, and then 
backed up slightly, I heard this snap. I did it again and there 

was nothing.
 It had to be that reversing directions was making some-
thing move across a clearance and impact the other side. 
That would normally be a hot brake pad sticking to the ro-
tor and snapping loose when I backed up. But I had hardly 
touched the brakes when I stopped, so they shouldn’t have 
stuck, especially running high-end endurance racing pads.
 I looked at the outside pads and there was no noticeable 
wear since Saturday. I tried to think of other parts that could 
snap, and came up empty. I even rocked it back and forth a 
couple of times, and took the car on the road. Everything 
sounded fine. Hmmm…
 I figured since it only did it when hot, I would never find 
out what it was without putting the car on the track again. It 
didn’t sound terminal, so I decided to drive the second ses-
sion and then call it good. The car was flawless on the track, 
with nothing unusual happening. It also sounded fine dur-
ing cooldown, but when I got to the paddock it was obvious 
something was wrong.
 I’m used to a coarseness for a while when braking after 
a track event, but now it sounded like someone taking a 
grinder to the rotor. Sure enough, the outside pad material 
on the left front was completely gone! It obviously hadn’t 
worn down from half-pad to nothing in one session, so it 
must have broken loose from the backing. Wow.
 I’ve spent enough on the Cayman this year, and I still 
need to replace the spoiler lip I tore off at Grattan. I don’t 
need to spend $850 on pads right now, and I usually park 
it for the winter on November 1st anyway. So not only is its 
2023 track season closed, but also its road season.
 Now I can take my time deciding whether to use a dif-
ferent pad (although these lasted 12 track days before self-
disassembly) and get everything together over the winter. 
It’s time to change the 0W-30 winter oil in the Focus ST, put 
on the CrossClimates, and start driving it instead.
 In the meantime I have a new sound I can diagnose if it 
happens again. And I’ll get something to quickly inspect the 
pads too!

Caymans & CommentaryCaymans & Commentary
 By member Randy Beikmann By member Randy Beikmann

Photo by Ryan Lubbers Photography
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Rally Sport Region member David Yu found an interesting, 
and poorly publicized, cell phone app that helps discover 
and plan good Porsche drives. Below is a screen shot of the 

app’s information on iPhone app store. The Apple App link 
is https://apps.apple.com/us/app/roads-by-porsche-route-
planner/id1438225964

Porsche Trip/Drive PlannerPorsche Trip/Drive Planner
 From member David Yu From member David Yu

GingerMan paddock photo by Henry Goebelbecker

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/roads-by-porsche-route-planner/id1438225964
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/roads-by-porsche-route-planner/id1438225964
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Ramblings From a Life With CarsRamblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz 

Commitment

Commitment happens to be one of my really favorite words 
with many special applications.  It is a word that comes up 
in many conversations and applies to many situations both 
in my personal life and in interactions, and even in my hob-
bies especially in driving.  Without commitment most in-
teractions, intents, promises, relationships and so on often 
become worthless and fall apart.   Without commitment 
actions like driving activities become unpredictable and of-
ten even dangerous.   Any quest for improvement requires 
commitment.  Any measure of success is usually dictated 
by commitment.
 It occurred to me that most race tracks I have ever driv-
en require me to make certain commitments in applying a 
driving line and applying driving inputs.  Every race track 
has certain corners, a line or acceleration or braking point 
or even a steering input that must be committed to in or-
der to achieve success, which might be measured in an 
achieved lap time or speed.  Some commitments are more 
important than others in order to achieve the intended 
goal.  An example of this occurs in several corners at the 
Waterford Hills race track. At least three corners on that 
track require a precise commitment to achieve a success-
ful lap.   The first one happens right in the first and second 
turns which require precise car placement and precise ac-
celeration since it is a connector between two straight sec-
tions of track and done correctly can greatly extend the 
amount of time that can be applied to acceleration.   
 The next big commitment happens in the long sweeping 
corner named Big Bend that connects two long straight 
sections.  And the last big commitment is the last corner 
named Swamp because it involves long cornering loads 
under acceleration connecting to another long straight.  
The commitment involves setting the attitude of the car 
through steering and acceleration and then not changing 
those inputs.  Done with confidence and commitment the 
results are smoother driving and usually higher speeds and 
better lap times.  The ultimate objective is better mid cor-
ner speeds and exit speeds.   The lap as a whole requires 
commitment to achieve consistency but I think you will 
agree that even just three areas of commitment can make 
a big difference.
 Driving commitment in our street driving can also play 
a critical role and deserves our attention.  Most commit-
ment begins with awareness.  It begins with committing to 

following safety rules and laws and continues on through 
common courtesy and good manners.  Driving safely and 
smoothly requires that we commit to driving in a con-
trolled and predictable manner that takes into consider-
ation all of the situational factors and even our internal at-
titudes and feelings.  When we stop at stop signs or lights 
do we commit to a full and complete stop and full aware-
ness of traffic when we resume driving?  When we turn do 
we commitment to applying a smooth amount of throttle 
and a predictable and safe merger with traffic?  When we 
brake do we commit to a smooth and predictable amount 
of braking appropriate to traffic and the road situation?  In 
most road driving there is an even higher level of commit-
ment required than we might realize, or certainly that we 
apply on a regular basis. 
 Commitment is not an easy thing to practice and apply 
to our daily lives.  It is not easy to recognize and not easy 
to apply to daily situations and interactions.  It can be easy 
to slip by in life without applying commitment.  It is often 
easier to recognize a lack of commitment in others than 
it is in ourselves.   It is easier to recognize where to apply 
commitment than to actually achieve it at the appropriate 
time, measure, and situation.
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Rally Sport Region -- Porsche Club of AmericaRally Sport Region -- Porsche Club of America
2024 Election Ballot2024 Election Ballot

The President and three board positions are up for election this year. Each member and affiliate member may vote in this 
election. Please return the ballot, printed on page26, by using one of the following methods:

The Candidate For President is:  

John Thomson:  I have been a region member since we 
bought our Boxster in 2012, but have been around Porsches 
and the club all my life.  My dad raced 356’s at Waterford and 
with SCCA throughout my childhood, so I grew up around 
the track and drank the Porsche Kool-Aid early and often!  
I’ve spent my 30+ year career as an automotive engineer 
with Roush, spending a lot of time developing powertrains 
for customers and Roush’s own products.  Since joining the 
club, my wife Diane and I have been active participants in 
all of the club’s social, road, and track activities.  We’ve 
also been active in several Zone events and haven’t missed 
a Parade since joining, giving us exposure to perspectives 
from other regions and PCA friends across the country.  This 
experience led us to join up with the Kishes in starting up 
a TSD program for the region which we’re really proud of.  
We have also been active in Porsches in the Park planning, 
and in attending board meetings. If elected as President, my 
most important objective would be to maintain the strength 
and community we already have, while also trying to ex-
pand our events and engage more of our members in event 
participation and planning.  We have amazing people in our 
club and getting more of them engaged and active would 
benefit all of us.  I would be honored to serve this club as 
President and humbly ask for your vote.  Thank you.

The Candidates for Board Positions are:

Nick Bleau:  I am very excited to run for a board position in 
this election. I have been with the Rally Sport Region rough-
ly a year and a half now and have truly enjoyed all of the 
social and track events along with meeting everyone who 
enjoys these cars as much as I do. I grew up in the Ann Arbor 
area and graduated from Huron High School in 2006. I then 

joined the Marine Corps as a mechanic and served in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Upon leaving active duty I stayed in the 
Reserves while I attended Universal Technical Institute in 
Chicago and was accepted into the Porsche PTAP program. 
I then finally returned to Ann Arbor to work as a Porsche 
Technician for roughly seven years before moving on to Sta-
dium Auto about two years ago. I have owned a Cayenne 
for roughly seven years but finally purchased a 1999 911 to 
enjoy track events last year and I wish I had done it earlier. I 
have attended every HPDE since joining the club and plan to 
continue. This winter I will bring back Tech Talks hosted by 
me at Stadium Auto starting the second Saturday in Novem-
ber and continuing through March. I am the current Tech 
Chair for the Rally Sport Region and would love to serve on 
the board to continue helping this club and its members.

George Gilligan:  I have been associated with Porsches since 
I joined Rally Sport Region in 2009. I bought my first Porsche 
in 2006 and have owned five Porsches, currently two, a 
991 Carrera 4S Convertible and a Panamera S.  My inter-
est has always been in imported cars and I have been in-
volved with them for 50 years, primarily English cars.  In my 
prior career I was part owner of Falvey Motors of Troy. We 
had franchises for MG, Triumph, Alfa-Romeo, Land Rover, 
Saab, Renault and Rolls-Royce.  Mr. Lawrence Falvey was my 
mentor, and we opened in February of 1974 on 13 acres in 
Troy, Michigan.  In 1980 I went back to university to finish 
my BBA, having sold my interest in Falvey Motors of Troy.  
After graduation I decided to join the investment commu-
nity and joined a firm.  Prior to retiring in 2009 I partnered 
with Duda/Gilligan Wealth Managers, Raymond James and 
Associates in the Ann Arbor office before retiring as Vice-
President of Investments and Certified Financial Planner 
(CFP). My interest in the Board goes back to 2009 when I 
became a Board Member for the first time. I have always 

Method Address Due 
 

Snail Mail 
Kevin Kral 

4943 Spring Meadow Dr.  
Clarkston, Michigan 48348-5157  

Postmarked by 
12/4 

Email secretary@rsp.pca.org 12/7 
In person RSR Holiday Party 12/9 
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been impressed with the management of the Board under 
several Presidents and feel it continues to be a well- run or-
ganization.

Dennis Huibregtse:  A four-year RSR-PCA member, I became 
a Porsche owner relatively late in life.  This was due to life 
circumstances rather than a lack of interest, though. Hav-
ing become fully submerged in cars, hot rods, and racing by 
age 13, I convinced my parents to drive me to nearby Road 
America to spend a race day watching all kinds of sports cars 
winding their way around that track. At that point, the hook 
was set, deeply and permanently. I still go back to RA for an 
event nearly every year.
 Those “life circumstances” included more than 50 years 
in the heavy duty engine and powertrain industry, traveling 
to and doing business in at least 20 countries, residing in 
Brussels, Belgium for 16 years, and countless adventures.  
They also included experience serving on corporate boards 
in the US, Belgium, and India, and on the boards of four 
different non-profit organizations through the years.  I un-
derstand governance, process, and procedure, and will be 
happy to employ that experience as a member of the Rally 
Sport Region board of directors.

Wally Haley:  As a founding member and former officer and 
current board member of the Rally Sport Region I am proud 
of how the club has evolved and continues to  provide a 
great club with diverse  experiences for our members.  As 
a long time member, track instructor,  insurance chair and 
legal ‘beagle” I believe I can continue to provide a unique 
perspective to support the continued success of our region.

Tom Neil:  As a long-time car enthusiast and lover of my 
Boxster, I believe I can contribute to the club.
 I rebuilt and modified my first car, a 1960 Chevy wagon 
at the age of 15.  It was reliable, quick and ideal for cruising 
and, importantly, hauling our rock band equipment to gigs.
After college, I found that cars could turn left and right 
quickly, too.  That led to me highly modifying my FIAT 131.  
 Various cars have come and gone, but settled in a little 
after I restored and highly modified my 1947 Plymouth Se-
dan Deluxe. That was followed by a Corvette C4 that I sold to 
purchase the Boxster. Then I added a C6 Corvette last year.
 Throughout my adult life, I’ve served in leadership posi-
tions in township government, founded a motorcycle chap-
ter, serving as state director for the club’s parent organiza-
tion working with 12 chapters until 2020.  I was the sports 
car racing manager at Quaker State Oil Corporation in the 
late 1980s.  I was secretary and vice present of the Chelsea 
Classic Cruisers car club from 2010-2018 and am currently 

the Membership Chair for the Huron Valley Corvette Club.
 With some experience and having learned a little I may 
be valuable serving on the Board of the Rally Sport Region 
Porsche Club.

Diane Thomson:  Since joining Rally Sport Region Porsche 
Club, I have participated in and enjoyed many car events.  
I am interested in sitting on the board of the RSR to add a 
different perspective.  I currently am the President of the 
United Spinal Southern Michigan chapter and have been 
an event chair. II also sit on the planning committee for the 
Detroit Region SCCA autocross.  Along with these roles, I 
have been on the planning committee for Porsches in the 
Park, working with the team to make this a fun event with 
lots of ways for people to participate.  I have also been one 
of the rally masters for the RSR time speed distance rallies 
and look forward to continuing to expand this fun activity.  
I have attended many national PCA events and have made 
relationships throughout the country.  Our track program 
is very strong, but I also believe there are members who 
would enjoy other activities.   I believe we can expand our 
activities and increase our member participation without 
ending any of our current activities.  It would also be great 
to increase our philanthropic work in the community.  I am 
very dedicated and work very hard in commitments I make.  
Please consider me for the board position.  I look forward to 
making our club more fantastic than it already is.

David Walker: I am excited to submit my candidacy for a 
seat on the PCA Rally Sport Region board. I have been an 
RSR member for five years and have met some great people 
in that time. I am an engineer, a career I was led to by my 
youthful enthusiasm for all things automotive. My current 
car is a Prussian Blue 1985 Carrera that I have owned since 
2017 and drive almost daily. With a few exceptions, I do all 
the work on my Porsche myself and the club is great for see-
ing and learning from other people’s cars. This year, I have 
participated in most of the RSR HPDE events; as a novice I 
find this challenging but rewarding. At the track, I have met 
another set of great people, furthering my enthusiasm for 
the club. Over the last year, I have attended several RSR 
Board/Member meetings and have been impressed with 
the organization and its leadership. As a board member, I 
would hope to contribute to sustaining the club on its cur-
rent positive trajectory. Your vote would be greatly appreci-
ated.

(More candidates and the ballot on page 26)
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 2024 RSR Election Ballot 
 
Candidate for President 
 
John Thomson __________ __________ 
 
Candidates for the Board (Vote for no more than 3) 
 
 PCA Member PCA Associate Member 
 
Nick Bleau __________ __________  
George Gilligan __________ __________ 
Dennis Huibregtse __________ __________ 
Wally Haley __________ __________ 
Tom Neil __________ __________ 
Diane Thomson __________ __________  
Dave Walker __________ __________ 
Conrad Zumhagen __________ __________ 
 
Membership Numbers: _______________ ________________ 
 
Signatures: _______________ ________________ 
 
Reminder: The ballot must be signed or your votes will not count. 
 

Conrad Zumhagen:  I hereby offer my candidacy for a Board 
Member position in our club, and welcome and honor the 
opportunity to serve as such. As a lifelong car enthusiast and 
member of the Rally Sport Region of PCA, I increasingly ap-
preciate our club and its optimal combination of events and 
activities – most of all, the camaraderie and embodiment of 
the motto, “It’s not just the cars, it’s the people”. I’m very 
happy to have been a fellow Porsche person (since 2000, 
with a bit of a lapse during a Porsche-less period), and highly 
value the many friendships made here in RSR.
 I’ve been active in the club and its events, as a member, 
a small but enthusiastic sponsor of the Bahnstormer and the 
2023 DE season, and as a (retired) track participant and in-
structor. Whether or not I am elected (and I hope I am), I will 
actively and enthusiastically participate in, and contribute to 
the board, our meetings and events in every way I can. 
 In summary, I care about this club and the people who 
make it the success that it is. I am ready, willing and able to 
offer my experience and abilities to serve as a Board Mem-
ber, and ask for your vote.

(Elections from page 25)

 But a word of caution, competitive driving can be ad-
dictive.  Especially if you think you are doing well and be-
gin thinking that maybe this is the life for me, my spare 
time, and all of my disposable income.  I think Peter Egan 
said it best when he wrote something to the effect that 
“Racing makes heroin addiction look like a vague wish for 
something salty.”   Ask Kevin, he ran two separate race cars 
simultaneously this summer at Waterford.  His bracket 944 
and his H-Production Spitfire.  As for me, I’ve officially fall-
en off the no more SCCA road racing wagon.  I’ve already 
got my SCCA Novice Permit and I’m going to the WHRRI 
competition driver school next spring.  All I need, is a car.

(Chronicles from page 15)
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board Meeting Minutes

Monday, October 2, 2023

Peter Grant:  President...........................................Present
Jon Heidorn: Vice-President ....................................Absent
Tim Pott: Previous Past Presedent ..........................Absent
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present 
Kevin Kral: Secretary ..............................................Present
Charlie Brown III: Events Registrar .........................Present  

Dave Finch ..............................................................Present 
Sebastian Gaeta .....................................................Present 
Alex Green..............................................................Present 
Wally Haley: Insurance Chair ..................................Absent 
Matt Huber .............................................................Absent
Riley McKeown .......................................................Absent

Members & Visitor Present: David Walker, Tim Boertman, 
Dennis Huisbregtse, Conrad Zumhagen, Gary Hibler, Ton 
Neil, Jim Glenn, Jim Kirby, Diane Thomson, John Thomson, 
Mike O’Rear, George Gilligan, Glenn Trapp

Call to Order:  Peter called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM 
at the NCMS Building, Ann Arbor.

President’s Report: Peter’s term is coming to a close. Elec-
tions are coming and we need someone to step forward to 
run for election. We also need board members to continue 
to meet quorum. Please volunteer to run.

Meeting Minutes:  September meeting minutes were re-
viewed.  Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed unan-
imously.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard reviewed the September 
financial report.  Motion: To approve all financial reports 
passed unanimously. REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is 
available to club members. Email Burghard Linn at burghard.
linn@gmail.com
We now have a PayPal account – treasurer@rsp.pca

Insurance Report: Insurance is covered for upcoming 
events. Will need insurance for Tech Talks

Sponsorship Report:  Sponsorship is underway for 2024. 
There will be an outreach for additional sponsors for the 
2024 season.

Social Committee Report: Coming up, there is the Fall Color 
Tour, TSD Rally, and Polar Bear Run. Additionally there are 
the non-PCA events of Cars and Coffee and The Gathering. 
The Holiday Party will be December 9th. 

Advertising Report:  No report

Membership:  Glenn Trapp confirmed our status is at 347 
members.

Track Report:  The GingerMan track weekend went really 
well and was well attended. New contract was signed for 
2024. Season wrapped up really well and the track commit-
tee is planning 2024 already. We also tried a new tool, Track 
Keeper, for the schedule and will use it for the 2024 season. 

Newsletter: The deadline for the next Bahn Stormer is Sep-
tember 15th. 

Website: No report

Events Committee:  Events outlined in the Social Commit-
tee Report. 

New Business: No new business.
. 
Old Business:  Dennis Huibregtse reported that Adopt a 
Highway forms and procedures came back prompting a dis-
cussion of RSR’s liability. Dennis will get the forms to Wally 
for discussion and the board will review Wally’s comments. 
This is a 2 year commitment that includes 2 signs for each 
direction.
 Kevin discussed the upcoming election. To run for the 
board, please email Kevin at kevinjkral@gmail.com with a 
250 work max statement on why you want to run. Election 
will take place at the Holiday Party.

Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
7:45 PM. Minutes taken by Kevin Kral, Secretary.

mailto: treasurer@rsp.pca
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Editor’s Note: These are the folks who print our newsletter.

d e s i g n  & p r i n t  s e r v i c e s

p: 586.774.0006 • f: 586.774.2792
30503 Gratiot • Roseville, MI 48066 • copyriteprinting.net

“Your Performance Printer” 

Editor’s Note: This year’s election is unusual. I can only 
remember once in the past 20 years when we’ve had 
more candidates for board positions than we’ve had 
openings.  This year is very different with eight people 
running for three seats.

 Those who are not selected to fill this year’s openings are 
certainly not losers, and hopefully they will run again in 
the future. All candidates demonstrate the health of our 
club as they provide new energy and ideas to our pro-
grams. Thanks to all who have volunteered to serve on 
our Board. Rally Sport Region is very lucky.

Events — We Need Events!! 
We need places to go, things to do and people to see!  

If you have an idea then volunteer as a host!   
You’ll find others willing to help — we just need leaders! 

Winter is no excuse – how about a movie night! 
Contact Events Chair Jon Heidorn events@rsp.pca.org with your ideas. 
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CARS FOR SALE  

2009 Porsche 911 Carrera Cabriolet: PDK, Club President’s 
car in excellent condition. See 
the full description & photos 
at www.SellYourSportsCar.
net. Call Conrad at 734-645-
5778, or email zumco@mac.
com. (11/23)

2012 Porsche 911 Carrera S: Platinum Silver/Carrera Red. 
Pristine, 33,800 miles. See 
the description & photo/
video gallery at www.SellY-
ourSportsCar.net FOR SALE. 
$72,911. Call Conrad at 734-
645-5778 or email zumco@

mac.com. (11/23)

2013 Porsche 911 Carrera 4S (991.1): 3.8L 400 HP Flat 
Six Engine, 7-Speed PDK 
Transmission & AWD, VIN: 
WP0AB2A92DS121808, 
85,025 MILES, See the full 
description & photos at 
www.SellYourSportsCar.net 

Call Conrad at 734-645-5778 or email zumco@mac.com 
(07/23)

OTHER ITEMS

FabSpeed Supersport X-Pipe Exhaust System for 991.1 911 
and 911S: Gain 27RWHP and 38ftlbs-torque with this direct 
bolt on system. $2500 new from FabSpeed, or buy this for 
$750. In perfect condition. Contact Peter Grant at 734-604-
1662. (10/23)

High-end Kenwood 2din head unit: #DMX957XR. Hi-res-
olution screen, bluetooth, Apple CarPlay, etc. Less than 2 
years old. $500. Additionally if you have a 997.2 with Bose 
radio system I have the compatable plug and play instal-
lation harness and Bose interface for an additional $200. 
Contact Peter Grant at 734-604-1662. (10/23)

Engine from a 2013 Porsche Carrera S 3.8L: 400HP+ with 
26k Miles. Includes a Fabspeed Cold Air Intake ($895), an 
IDP Intake Plenum ($995),  ECU from this engine. $15,500. 
Tom Green 734-417-0030. (6/23)

6-Speed Manual Transmission from 2016 Porsche 981 
GT4: With 18.5k miles. New clutch assembly. $5,995. Tom 
Green. 734-417-0030. (6/23)

Other Porsche Parts: 2013-2016 Porsche GT4 6-Speed 
Shifter $550. 2013-2015 991 911S Complete Wiring Har-

ness. $750. 2013-2015 991 911S Ig-
nition Switch w/ Key Fob. $250. Tom 
Green. 734-417-0030. (6/23)

2022 Car Capsule Showcase: (16’ 
by 9’ by 6.5’) Drive in door, 2 side 
doors, recirculating fan. $1,700 or 

best offer. See on www.carcapsule.com Call David Glenn at 
248-437-3872. (03/23)

Cayman/Boxster Wheels & Tires: $500 OBO Fronts: 18x8J 
ET48; Rears: 18x10J ET, Porsche 130mm bolt circle, with bar-
rel seats. Brand unknown. Painted black, No dents, Some 
surface degradation/no corrosion. No center caps. 12-year-
old Nitto tires, right at wear bars. Fronts: 245/40ZR18; 
Rears: 275/40ZR18. All 4 hold air. Contact Charlie Brown, 
III. Cell 734-358-2393 or chbrown3@ (11/22)

Set of Porsche Cup 3 Turbo Twist 18 inch 
wheels: used aftermarket made in Italy.  
These wheels are to be sold “as is” and 
have curb rash. Although these have tires 
on them the rears are down to threads 
and the fronts have some cracking due to 
dry rot. Wheels would be great for winter/

race tires. Any/All reasonable offers will be considered.  
Have additional photos upon request.  Email raavery@
comcast.net (04/23) 

( Continued on facing page)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D SC L A S S I F I E D  A D S

mailto:zumco%40mac.com?subject=
mailto:zumco%40mac.com?subject=
mailto:zumco%40mac.com?subject=
mailto:zumco%40mac.com?subject=
http:// www.SellYourSportsCar.net 
http:// www.SellYourSportsCar.net 
http://www.carcapsule.com. 
mailto:raavery@comcast.net
mailto:raavery@comcast.net
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To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please 
contact bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer contact bahnstormer@rsp.pca.org (Put “Bahn Stormer 
Ad” in the subject line).  Non-members will be charged Ad” in the subject line).  Non-members will be charged 
$5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be $5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be 
removed unless resubmitted.removed unless resubmitted.

Early 911 Hard Parts
2.2   2.4   2.7   2.8   Engines and Parts
• 7R Cases
• Crankshafts and Flywheels
• Oil Pumps and Oil Lines including rare 1972 bits
• Intermediate Shafts
• Alternators and Starter Motors
• Ignition Systems
• Valve Train, Chain Boxes and Covers
• Weber Carbs
• K&N Air Cleaner Systems
• Fans Housings and Sheet Metal

915 Transmissions and Parts
• Gear sets
• Diffs
• Shifters and Clutches
Suspension and Steering Parts
• 930 Rear Bananas with spherical bearings and long wheel 
studs
• 911 F & R suspension bits
• 930 Half Shafts w/Super Boot cages
Glass, Brakes….and more!
It’s time to cull the herd, so I also have racing souvenirs, 
books, magazines, posters, automobilia, from as far back 
as the 60’s. Peter Maehling   810-599-3971  pmaehling@
provide.net

Porsche Parts Need a New Home:
The following 914 parts are free and ready for adoption into 
their new forever home(s): 914 windshield, 914 rear win-
dows (2), 914 side window glass (3), 914 side vent windows 
and guide (3), 914 steel wheels w/old tires (4), 914 steel 
rear valence.
I also have most of a 1.8 914 engine (EC037544) with a 
matching transmission.  The cylinder jugs and one piston 
are missing but everything else (I think) is there including 
flywheel, fan, and fan shrouds.  Not for free but the goal is 
to get them out of my pole barn so make me an offer.
The following 944 parts are free and  also ready for adop-
tion: Two front seats, rear seat cushion and seat back, 924S 
wheels with old cruddy tires (4),944 side window glass (both 
sides), 944 bits and pieces including bumpers, exhaust cata-
lyst, and space saver spare. Contact Skip at 734-344-9506 or 
T1143rk@gmail.com (06/23)

Car Storage: heated, secured $650 up to 6 months. Call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (05/23)
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Porsche	of	Farmington	Hills	
37911	Grand	River	Ave	

Farmington	Hills,	MI	48335	

248.471.0800	

Porscheoffarmingtonhills.com	


