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On the Grid
 By RSR President Tim Pott 

The first High Performance Driver 
Education (HPDE) event is in the books 
and to no one’s surprise it was a smashing 
success!  Beautiful weather and a newly 
repaved track surface greeted a large 
crowd of new students and veteran track 
junkies alike.  These HPDE events run 
like a swiss watch but that is the result 
of many years experience and lots of 

hard work.  Our Chief Driving Instructor, Christian Maloof, 
partnered with his wife, Valerie, and assistant Phil Mather put 
in long hours working to pair instructors to students, assigning 
attendees to the proper run groups and generally making 
sure everyone was safe and fast.  When she’s not out on the 
track instructing, one might occasionally spot Valerie in some 

impossible yoga pose 
atop somebody’s 
appropriately gaudy, 
green race car.  A true 
melding of human 
form and automotive 
art.  
  As many of you are 
aware, Christian has 

gone the extra measure of coordinating instructor training 
for those folks who volunteer as instructors.  What you might 
not be aware of is that in doing so, we are the first region to 
have taken these steps which ensure a level of consistency 
and competency that is second to none.  
 Rich Chang and Tom Krueger work together to handle the 
registration duties prior to and during the actual event.  We 
also owe a serious debt of gratitude to all of our instructors 
who take the time and anti-nausea medication necessary to 
sit next to students and share their experience and skill on 
the race track.  Germain Porsche of Ann Arbor, represented 
by Eric Gedeon, provides breakfast and coffee, while 
ArborMotion/Rennstatt, represented by Nick Pott,  provides 
hydration and tech assistance on the grid. 
 I think it is important to point out that not all regions 
enjoy the level of track activity that RSR does, and we have 
plenty of members who rely on us for their track fix.  Rally 
Sport continues to carry the banner as the fast, fun and 
friendly region.  
 While track events are a major focus for RSR, we are 
by no means a track only club.  We offer a variety of other 
events so that there will always be something for any 
member’s interest. Leading the pack of event organizers 
is the dynamic trio of Huber, Huber and Huber who jointly 

share responsibilities for our Event Chair position.  As you 
might gather from the firm’s name, they are all related.  Matt 
(past president), his lovely wife, Dru, and son Zach create a 
dynamic trio of event coordinating super heros.  Thanks to 
their efforts, our calendar has become full with some really 
exciting activities.  Most recently they organized and hosted 
an overnight drive which included a stay in Traverse City at 
the Bayshore Resort, choice of a beer brewery or winery 
tour, seven course dinner at the Chateau Chantel, and the 
event capped off with an exclusive tour of Hagerty Insurance 
Private Collection of automobilia.  This event is the first in 
a long time involving an overnight stay and, judging by its 
success, it won’t be the last.  Watch for this event to come 
around next year. It looks like it will be gaining in popularity 
and attendance. 
 I’m delighted to report that we have some new people 
to thank for hosting events for the first time.  Peter and 
Jessica MacFarlane hosted a fascinating winter tour of 
Meadowbrook Hall followed by dinner at the Rochester Mills 
Beer Company.   It is always a challenge to come up with an 
idea that breaks up winter doldrums and this one really did 
just that.  
 Charlie Brown (the REAL Charlie Brown) is hosting his 
first event as an RSR member.  Charlie has planned a scenic, 
twisty drive to the Air Zoo in Portage, Michigan with a pit stop 
at the Brembo (premier brake component manufacturer)  
casting facility.  There will be lots to see and learn about at 
the Brembo facility and the Zoo, so watch upcoming Bahn 
Stormers for additional details and how to reserve a spot. 
 I’d like to also mention recurring events such as Fall color 
tours, organized by Stewart and Sally Free, Al and Claire 
Utter, and Doug and Joanne Ash; our Soaring with RSR 
event, hosted by Dave Finch and Peter Grant;  movie nights 
and Jim Dunham’s garage-another winter doldrum remedy; 
the Polar Bear Run, organized and led by Sebastian Gaeta; 
and airplane rides in vintage aircraft held at the Yankee Air 
Museum hosted by Peter Grant.  All of these and more pack 
our calendar.  
 It is impossible to honor in one short article all the people 
that make our club great.  There are many folks behind the 
scenes who quietly make vital contributions to our group.  
All these people work for the same salary; nada, zip, zero.  I 
am truly grateful for all of you who give no small amount of 
time and energy, and by doing so make our club great.   To 
all who enjoy these events, please take the time to thank our 
volunteers personally for all the effort they put into making 
our club a success.   Please let’s not make these “thankless” 
jobs.  
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EXPERT PORSCHE SERVICE • DEDICATED PORSCHE TECHNICIANS

MORE THAN 120 YEARS COMBINED PORSCHE EXPERIENCE

SERVING RALLY SPORT REGION FROM THE VERY BEGINNING

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088 
www.arbormotion.com/rennstatt

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.

Briarwood Mall

S
tate S

treet669 State Circle
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RSR Calendar of Events
May 31 - Jun 2 (Fri.-Sun.): Porsche Car Corral:  De-

troit Grand Prix (see ad on page 26)

June 4 (Tues.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

June 14-16 (Sat.-Sun.): Drivers’ Education Event at 
Grattan Raceway (see page 15)

June 29 (Sat.): Drive to the Air Zoo in Kalamazoo 
-- Host Charlie Brown III  (see page 12)

The July RSR Club Meeting has been canceled

July 9 (Tues.): Drivers’ Education Event at Water-
ford Hills (see page 15)

July 20 (Sat.): Yankee Air Museum & B-25 Ride -- 
Host Peter Grant (see article on page 17)

August 6 (Tues.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

August 23-24 (Fri.-Sat.): Drivers’ Education Event at 
Waterford Hills (see page 15)

September 8 (Sun.):  Picnic at Sandhill Soaring Club 
-- Hosts Dave Finch, and Peter Grant (details to fol-
low)

September 10 (Tues.): Drivers’ Education Event at 
Waterford Hills (see page 15)

September 14 (Sat.): Frankenmuth Car Show -- 
Hosts Charlie Brown III & Kevin Kral (details to 
follow)

October 13 (Sat.):  Fall Color Tour -- Hosts Stewart 
& Sally Free

November 3 (Sun.):  Polar Bear Run -- Host Sebas-
tian Gaeta

June 8 (Sat.) 9:00 am - 11:00 am:  Saturdays at 
Rennstatt/ArborMotion (see ad on page 19)

June 15 (Sat.) 7:30 am – 9:00 am:  Cars & Coffee at 
Zingerman’s Roadhouse (see ad on page 29)

July 12 (Fri.) 2 pm - 10 pm.:  Rolling Sculpture Car 
Show downtown Ann Arbor (see ad on page 20)

July 13 (Sat.) 9:00 am - 11:00 am:  Saturdays at 
Rennstatt/ArborMotion (see ad on page 19)

July 19– 21 (Fri. – Sun.):  2019 Pittsburgh Vintage 
Grand Prix (see ad on page 22)

July 20 (Sat.) 7:30 am – 9:00 am:  Cars & Coffee at 
Zingerman’s Roadhouse (see ad on page 29)

July 26-28 (Fri. -- Sun.):  Councours d’Elegance at St. 
John’s (see ad page 21)

July 26 – 28 (Fri. – Sun.):  Maumee Valley Region 
HPDE at Grattan (see ad on page 23)

August 17 (Sat.) 7:30 am – 9:00 am:  Cars & Coffee at 
Zingerman’s Roadhouse (see ad on page 29)

August 10 (Sat.) 9:00 am - 11:00 am:  Saturdays at 
Rennstatt/ArborMotion (see ad on page 19)

September 14 (Sat.) 7:30 am – 9:00 am:  Cars & Cof-
fee at Zingerman’s Roadhouse (see ad on page 29)

September 14 (Sat.) 9:00 am - 11:00 am:  Saturdays 
at Rennstatt/ArborMotion (see ad on page 19)

Other Events of Interest
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.
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Rd.
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275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Current Membership 515*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

Dawn White & Jay Fash .................43
Gene & Susie Goodson .................39 .
Dan & Mary Ann Kantrow .............32
Andy & Jill Bacon ........................... 25
James & Cathy Schorr  ..................21
William & Katrina Guttrich ............20
Michael & Marcea Metzler ...........15
Ulf Maier ....................................... 13
Michael & Brenda Sue Pillay .........13
Rick & Lynda Mammel ..................12
George & Linda Boreczky ..............10
Ron Silva ........................................ 10

Trent Warnke & Lesley Hettinger ..10
Danny & Michelle Young ...............10
Kevin & Valerie Kral ......................... 9
Dan & Maureen Vargovick ..............7
Cornelia Beck-Harmel & 
        Gerd Harmel ............................ 6
Richard Dickerson ........................... 6
Craig & Carol Sable .......................... 6
Todd Goldberg ................................. 5
Brad & Chad Miller .......................... 5
Amy Skogstrom ............................... 4
Andrew Morrill & Marie Knoerl ......3

Ian Scott .......................................... 3
Martin Duffy .................................... 2
Tomas Fernandez ............................ 2
Gerald & Christine Marek ...............2
Jeffrey Thomas ................................ 2
Robert Walker ................................. 2
Karl Couyoumjian ............................ 1
Mark Dorogi .................................... 1
William Lynch .................................. 1
Daniel Wortman .............................. 1

Michael Collins
Plymouth, MI
1981 Blue 911 SC Targa

Jim Edwards
Ann Arbor, MI
2017 White Macan Turbo

Aaron Krott
Temperance, MI
2007 Reflex Silver Cayman S

Thomas Llewellyn
Grosse Isle, MI
1984 Black 944

* Includes 318 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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FINN’S J M & J  
INSURANCE

ANN ARBOR  •  734.668.4050
FinnsIns.com

Furniture Row trademarks used with permission. “Martin Truex Jr.” is a registered trademark of Martin Truex Jr LLC d/b/a MTJ Motorsports.  
His name and/or likeness are used under license by MTJ Motorsports. Toyota trademarks used with permission. Bass Pro Shops® is a 
registered trademark of Bass Pro Intellectual Property, L.L.C. Tracker® is a registered trademark of Tracker Marine, L.L.C. 5-HOUR ENERGY 
and the Running Man Designs are registered trademarks.

You might not race in the Cup  
series, but if you’re a great  

driver, you need great insurance.

MARTIN TRUEX JR
2017 NASCAR Cup Series Champion™

Great driver,  
great insurance.
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The 944 Chronicles
 By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

For the last few years I’ve had the opportunity to occasion-
ally travel to China to teach some undergraduate engineer-
ing courses in the city of Yancheng which is about a four 
hour drive north from the Shanghai airport.  It’s only for 
two weeks at a time but it gives me a chance to meet some 
young students and hopefully motivate them to become 
more interested in and/or involved with the student ex-
change program between their school YIT and the Univer-
sity of Detroit Mercy.  I also make a point of trying to figure 
out if there are any “gearheads” in my internal combustion 
engine class so we can talk a little shop and find out who 
likes to play with cars in their spare time.  While this year’s 
trip has been a bust in that respect (no gearheads found) it 
has been very enlightening in others.
 I’ve always seen a few Porsches on my trips here but in 
a city of roughly eight million people that isn’t that unusu-
al.  As of last year China is Porsche’s biggest single country 
market.  Cayennes seem to be the model of choice with 
the occasional brightly colored 911 mixed in.  What I just 
realized after three trips, is that all the Porsches here are 
new, meaning nothing old or even remotely vintage, no 
air-cooled cars, no 928’s, and no 944s.  With my curiosity 
peaked I of course went to my favorite source for 944s, 
Craigslist, to check out the local vintage car market.   I came 
up completely empty handed.  In fact, Craigslist Shanghai 
only had three used cars for sale and they were all US based 
ads.
 Some quick research on the old interweb confirmed that 
not only is there a lack of a grassroots vintage car market in 
China but the import of old cars for use as daily drivers is 
not normally permitted.  Only new cars are allowed to be 
brought in for regular use on public roads.  Vintage cars in 

China, at least looking at my limited research, are gener-
ally found in museums, at organized rallies, and in the pri-
vate collections of those who can afford to import them. If 
for some reason I decided to take up residence in China I 
would have to leave the 944s behind, at least until the rules 
change.  But given the voracious market for cars here in 
China I can’t help but think the rules regarding vintage cars 
will eventually change.  
 I’ve always liked old cars, ever since I was a little kid, 
it’s a part of my car genes.  I like new cars too but not the 
same way. The 944s, my MG Midget, my grandfather’s 1965 
Oldsmobile, all of them sit in my garage ready to roll at a 
moment’s notice, weather permitting of course.  Come to 
think of it though, of the seven cars currently in my fleet 
only two of them are late model vehicles.  Everything else is 
over 25 years old.  But that seems normal to me.  Owning, 
maintaining, and best of all driving classic cars are a hobby 
and a lifestyle I enjoy, but apparently it’s also one I take for 
granted, especially the driving part.  I never really consid-
ered what it would be like not to be able to drive any one 
of my cars whenever I wanted to.   Think about not being 
able to drive your vintage Porsche to a track day or Cars and 
Coffee.
 Fortunately we live in the land of Ford, GM, and Chrys-
ler with its strong and deep appreciation of the automobile 
and its history.  And so even though we as vintage car own-
ers and drivers represent a small albeit passionate minority 
of the overall vehicle population, we can still own, enjoy, 
and drive our vintage vehicles right alongside their modern 
brethren every day if we chose to.  I’m not going to take that 
for granted any more.    



12



13

Tuesday, May 14th saw the opening of Rally Sport Region’s 
2019 High Performance Drivers’ Education series. With 
a spring season too full of cold and rainy days RSR was 
lucky to find a pleasant day for this season opener.  A sold 
out crowd of 52 students and 20 instructors were onsite 
to enjoy another enjoyable and safe day of cornering 
challenges that is Waterford Hills Race track.
 Having been totally resurfaced over the fall-winter 
break, the track was the same but better.  The challenges 
were the same but the smooth surface was a new treat.  
Long-time instructor Joe  Fialka introduced the drivers to 

the new resurfacing by leading a track walk prior to the 
start of the driving sessions.
 Nick Pott from ArborMotion was on hand to help with 
any car issues and ArborMotion also provided cold drinks 
to keep hard working participants hydrated.  Eric Gideon 
from Porsche of Ann Arbor brought breakfast coffee, 
bagels and donuts.
 As always, thanks to Chief Instructor Christian Maloof, 
Assistant Chief Instructor Phil Mather, Registrars Tom 
Krueger and Rich Chang for again organizing and holding a 
great event.

Beginners’ Day High Performance Drivers’ Education
Story by Mike O’Rear Photos by Burghard Linn and Glenn Trapp

Joe Fialka, the pied piper of Waterford Hills leads the 
group down pit lane for the start of the track walk.

Member Chris Sable starts out a session in his 
1978 911 SC on pit lane

Making things work -- Registrar Rich Chang (left) and 
ArborMotion’s Nick Pott enjoy the morning sun.

Member Alex Nitsche brought a 2016 Porsche Cayenne to 
provide some needed variety.

On the right -- Three very different, but great track cars  
(left to right):  Chris Sables 1978 911SC; Eric Gideon’s 2002 
Boxster S and Kevin Kral’s 1987 944.



Classic in the making. 
At Porsche of Ann Arbor, your air-cooled Porsche is in good hands.

Meet Danny Young
Porsche Gold Meister Technician

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State St. 
PorscheAnnArbor.com

PREMIER
Porsche Dealer

Porsche Club member and veteran technician Danny Young has worked at Porsche of Ann 
Arbor for more than 27 years, and enjoys weekend autocross events in his Boxster S as well as 
coaching his son in racing. Danny’s love of air-cooled engines began when he learned to 
maintain his first car, an air-cooled '76 Volkswagen Beetle. Since then, he’s continually trained 
with the best to become a Gold Meister Technician. Let Danny handle your classic or 
air-cooled Porsche service for peace of mind that your car is in the hands of the best.
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As I had previously threatened, I bought a new car, but 
I’m not excited about it. I traded in my Subaru WRX STI for 
a VW Golf R, and the loss of my old car overwhelms any 
excitement of a new car, probably because  I can’t let go.
 I was ruminating about this feeling for a while. Objects 
like cars become special to us from the expectations, 
experiences, and emotions we attach to it. After 10 years of 
ownership, I’ve collected a lot of these.
 I had wanted a Subaru STI for some time before getting 
mine. When I found this one, it was configured exactly 
how I wanted it. Then the salesman gave me a discount off 
invoice for a car that never had a discount before (or since). 
Right car, right time. That was a good start.
 No, it’s not the perfect car. But its minor idiosyncrasies 
and quirks became endearing over time. I think they call 
that the Stockholm Syndrome.
 For people who know me, it’s obvious that behind the 
wheel, I’m not Jackie Stewart or Lewis Hamilton. I’m not 
even Ricky Bobby. But the moment I got behind the wheel 
of the STI, I transformed into Colin McRae, just without his 
skills. The car was as fun to drive as I had imagined. I had 
met my hero, and I was not disappointed.
 The wannabe racer in me indulged in random racing 
fantasies in this car. While most people shunned dirt roads, 
I actively looked for them in my daily commutes.
 The 10 years I’ve had it as a daily driver is longer than 
I’ve had my son. I’ve collected a lot of driving adventures 
over those years that have deepened my bond with this car 
including the Tail of the Dragon, Pikes Peak, Key West, and 
Stelvio Pass.
 It was expensive and impractical, but I even took it to 
Germany on my last assignment there. Unfortunately, I 
didn’t take it to the Nürburgring because that place scares 
me with all of the crazy traffic on it (it scares me for other 
reasons as well).

 So why did I replace such a special car with a new one? 
I’m not sure. Maybe I’m just an idiot. Maybe this new 
car is the only all-wheel drive hatchback with a manual 
transmission currently being sold.
Update: I missed the Mini Cooper Countryman/Clubman 
ALL4.

I’ve listed some of the differences between the two cars, 
and now I’m questioning my sanity.

  
 

Specialty Car
Story and photo by regular contributor Emmanual Garcia, RSR’s Cranky Webveister (see his blog at Crankydriver.com)

2019 Volkswagen Golf R

Originally called Rabbit 
in US

Featured in commercial 
with the Da Da Da song

Same looks as the 
900,000+ other Golfs 
produced each year

Leather

GolfeR puns

Speaker-enhanced noise

Better gas mileage

Carbon build-up

Forced to use 1 USBport, 
like an animal

New car smell

2008 Subaru WRX STI

Iconic rally car

Featured in several Ken 
Block gymkhana videos

Wide fender flares, big 
hood scoop

Alcantra

STIg puns

Flat-four burble

More horsepower

Piston ringland issues

Allows use of 3rd party 
double-DIN radios

Oil stains

(Continued on the facing page)
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I’ve always wanted to hold on to my cars forever so I 
wouldn’t have to say, “yup, I loved that car, wished I would 
have kept it.” But sometimes I suppose it’s time to move on. 
Or get a bigger garage. 
 So now I have a new car. I still haven’t decided if I like 
it yet. But maybe in 10 years I’ll be writing the same thing 
about this car. Hopefully I’ll have a bigger garage by then.

RSR at the Yankee Air Museum 
SAVE THE DATE -- July 20, 2019

Join us again this year as we take another “ride” in a piece 
of World War II History…the Yankee Warrior. Of the famed 
Jimmy Doolittle raid “30 Seconds Over Tokyo”, this B-25 is 
a “D” model that flew 9 combat missions during the war. 
 The first flight will take off at 12:30, and I’m hoping that 
we will be able to fill it twice, with the second flight going 
at 1:30.  

 Details of a meeting place and drive will follow, but for 
those who wish to fly, we have 14 places to fill, so please 
RSVP to me…only if you are certain you intend to fly. After 
14, I will start a waiting list. Once you have RSVP’d, send 
your checks to Burghard Linn (5248 Milroy Lane, Brighton, 
MI 48116) made out to RSR. Those not flying but wish-
ing to take part in the event will have free admission to 
the museum and access to the B-25 and other warbirds in 
their hanger location across the airfield.
 We will also do a photo shoot with the B-25. Those who 
had their Porsche (or other car) pictured with the B-17 in 
the background last year will be eager to add one with the 
B-25 this year. The cost for the photo will be $75 payable 
on the day of the flight. Only those who pay to do an in-
dividual shoot with the B-25 will be included in the group 
shot done as the last picture of the day.

The WNTRBTR is gone, long live the WNTRBTR.
Drawing by past member -- now in the Milwaukee region 

-- Karl Schulz
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Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Details Matter

It’s the little things that
make a business successful. 

That’s why we’ve been
around for 50 years.
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Vintage Munk’s
Service & Restoration

Since 1969

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248-335-5424
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This 3-Day High Performance Drivers’ Education is Being Held at
Challenging Grattan Raceway, Belding, Michigan

(just Northeast of Grand Rapids)

There will be run groups for all levels of driver experience. Instructors will be assigned to novice and 
beginner drivers. The event is open to all makes of cars and you need not be a PCA member to participate.

This event promises plenty of open track time to focus on increasing your driving skills. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to drive your performance car on track, in a safety conscious, controlled environment.

Friday July 26Th, Saturday July 27Th, & Sunday July 30Th

Presents Our Fifth Annual

HPDE at GRATTAN RACEWAY

BACK THIS YEAR BY POPULAR DEMAND...

LADIES ONLY RUN GROUP!
to be included in Friday’s track schedule

MVR.PCA.ORG

THE MAUMEE VALLEY REGION

PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA

go online to: CLUBREGISTRATION.NET
or scan this QR code with your smartphone

to be taken directly to the registration page.

 Tony Calabrese - 419-340-8759
                         thetony888@gmail.com
 Todd Mierzwiak - toddm79861@aol.com
      Craig Zenil - zman911@bex.net

For More Information and to Register:
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Steering Wheel History
Most of us do not give a second thought to our steering 
wheel.  Of course the steering wheel in our current model 
of Porsche has changed greatly over the years.  The only 
down side to this evolution is that we are pretty much stuck 
with the wheel that comes with the car which was not al-
ways the case.  As you could probably imagine my 1972 
911 has been fitted with several sizes and styles of steering 
wheel over the course of my ownership.  But first here is a 
little history lesson.
 The Autoevolution web page offered a brief chronology 
of the steering wheel.  The very first cars employed a til-
ler to steer the front wheels, evolved from early boats with 
tiller directing a rudder.  Taking that same nautical direc-
tion, Panhard introduced the steering wheel on their 1894 
Paris-Rouen race car.  By 1898 it became standard on all 
Panhard road cars as well.  In 1899 Packard used round 
steering wheels on their road cars.  Coincidentally nautical 
ships inspired power steering as well.  First introduced on 
trucks during the First World War they were adapted to cars 
beginning with Pierce Arrow and Cadillac. For decades the 
only other function added to the steering wheel was the 
horn button.  In 1960 cruise control buttons were added 
and then in the 1970s air bags were adapted.  As new radio 
and climate controls became more complex these control 
buttons were duplicated as steering wheel buttons.  Today’s 
plethora of steering control buttons serve to confuse the 
driver as much as they enhance the interactive need for 
control.
 Another evolution involves the dimension of the steer-
ing wheel.  Prior to power steering the size of the steering 
wheel was a function of leverage to move the front wheels.  
Larger sized tires only exaggerated the problem.  But if you 
note the very early steering wheels you might be surprised 
by their small dimension, going along with the very narrow 
wheels and tires of early cars.  Even with power steering 
the average sized steering wheel was as much as 16 inches 
across.  This also carried over to European cars.  A typi-
cal Mercedes Benz wheel was 16 ¾ inches across and the 
Porsche 356 was not much smaller and formed in white 
plastic.  My 1964 C had a large black plastic wheel but an el-
egant upgrade was a similar sized wood wheel by Nardi.  An 
interesting antidote was something called the sneeze fac-
tor.  A long held story is that the large wheels were a safety 
factor so that a German car traveling at high speed would 
not be dangerously jerked off course if the driver sneezed.   

 More commonly it was believed that a larger wheel 
could more precisely move the front wheels.  As with many 
evolutions racing played a part in wheel dimensions.  The 
small confines of a racing cockpit dictated smaller steering 
wheels even as small as 10 inched across.  With my experi-
ence driving formula cars it requires a lot more shoulder 
and forearm strength as well as strong hand grip to manage 
a small wheel.  This becomes totally impractical in a road 
car driven over long distances.  The manufacturers followed 
racing style and shrunk steering wheel diameters to a typi-
cal 14 ½ inches.  
My 1972 911 came with a beautifully leather covered 
wheel that was 15 ½ inches across and rather small in thick-
ness.  Just for aesthetics I briefly swapped that wheel for 
an equivalent sized wood wheel from an early model 911.  
That was followed by a leather covered wheel from my 914-
6 that was thicker and just over 14 inches across.  My 911 
had become a Carrera RS tribute car and that was the fac-
tory wheel for that model.  When my 1986 944 needed a 
new steering wheel I replaced it with a Momo Monte Carlo 
Competition wheel that was quite thick and just 340 mm 
or 13 ½ inches across.  With power steering it was quite 
manageable.   But when the 944 went away I transferred 
that wheel to the 911 where it still resides.  Of course this 
was all possible because the early 911 shared steering shaft 
dimensions and had nothing more than a horn button fea-
ture.  Early 911s have very light steering effort and extreme-
ly good feedback which makes the small Momo an elegant 
upgrade with its thumb notches at the spokes.  You can find 
that most of the early Porsche race cars were fitted with 
that sized Momo wheel, usually of the Prototipo style with 
holes in the spokes and no thumb notches.
 I have nothing against the current style of Porsche steer-
ing wheel and its dimensions.  It is roughly 14 ½ inches in 
most models and ergonomically designed.   The buttons 
are well thought out and manage nearly a dozen functions.   
With practice they are an effective drivers’ aide and people 
swear by the heated rim feature.  But, I still like the idea 
that I have options to swap steering wheels if I so feel like it.
Tom Fielitz
   

Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz 
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PORSCHE OWNERS YOU’RE INVITED

PORSCHE CAR CORRAL PACKAGE INCLUDES
• Premium Parking on Belle Isle in the Car Corral

• Reserved Seating in Grandstand 2

• Garage Area & Winner’s Circle Access

• PCA Car Corral Hospitality tent – featuring guest presentations  
and light refreshments

• Opportunity to participate in an escorted Caravan to Belle Isle

PLACE YOUR CAR CORRAL ORDER, RSVP FOR THE ZONE 4 
CARAVAN TO BELLE ISLE AND FIND HOTEL INFORMATION AT

DETROITGP.COM/PORSCHE   866.464.PRIX

PACKAGE DRIVER COMPANION

Friday:  $75 FREE

Saturday OR Sunday: $140   $95

Saturday AND Sunday: $250 $160



27

Tim Pott:  President ................................................Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President ...................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present 
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ................................Present
Mike O’Rear ............................................................Absent
Kevin Kral ...............................................................Present

Jim Dowty:  Insurance Chair ....................................Absent
Christian Maloof .....................................................Absent
Dan Kantrow ..........................................................Present
Jeremy Goddard ......................................................Absent
William Rogers ........................................................Absent

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, May 7, 2019

Members & Visitor Present: Dru Huber, Matt Huber, 
Zach Huber, Glenn Trapp, Greg Mercier, Mike Wuebben, 
Clay Shouse, Shawn Prerrel, Dan Darnell, Doug Finn, Phil 
Mather, Tara Wuebben, Vigen Darian, Lynda Wolf, Gary 
Hibler, Jim Napiorkowski, Emmanuel Garcia, Iris Zapf-
Garcia and David Finch.

Call to Order:  Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 
7:07PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

President’s Report: New member party had a great turn 
out. Winery tour was also well attended with 36 people.

Meeting Minutes: April meeting minutes were reviewed.  
Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard reviewed the April financial 
report.  Motion: To approve report passed.  Tax returned 
for nonprofit filed. REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is 
available to any RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to 
Burghard Linn (burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Insurance Report: No report.

Advertising Report: No report.

Membership:  Glenn reported that the club membership is 
up to 316 members.  

Track Report:   Phil Mather stated that attendance is looking 
good for the May DE and Grattan events.  Ross Bentley is 
coming back to the Grattan event.  Burghard contacted the 
ambulance and discussed the concession stand for May DE.  
Burghard will follow up with Jim about the insurance.

Newsletter:  No report.  Mike will send us the next deadline.

Website:  Emmanuel Garcia joined us and was updating 
the website during the meeting.

Events Committee:  Dru, Matt and Zach Huber reviewed 
the following list of events (more details in the newsletter)
● May 31- Jun 4: Belle Isle Grand Prix
● Jun 29: Drive to the Air Zoo.  Host:  Charlie Brown III
● Jul 12: Rolling Sculpture Event.  Host:  Tim Pott 

(designated area just for RSR this year). 
● Jul 20: Yankee Air Museum B-25 Ride. Host Peter Grant.  

$371/person payable to Burghard
● Aug TBD: Ford Piquette Plant Tour
● Sep 8: Soaring Event/Picnic.  Host: Dave Finch (rain date 

15th)
● Sep 14: Frankenmuth Car Show.  Host:  Charlie Brown III
● Oct 13: Color Tour
● Nov 03: Polar bear run
● TBD: Michigan Theater event.  Dru is checking into 

renting the theater.
● Dec 07 (?): Holiday Party

New Business: None

Old Business:  None

Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
7:55 PM.  Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary

(Check updates on the Calendar of Events, page 7)
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CARS FOR SALE  

1993 Porsche 968 Cabriolet: “Barn Find” 3.0L L4 16V DOHC 
16V M44/43 Variocam En-
gine Six Speed Manual 
Transaxle
VIN: WP0CA296XPS840217 
63,316 Miles. The zenith 
of Porsche’s long running 

front-engine, four-cylinder 924/944 series culminated with 
the 968 in 1992. What started as an evolution of the 3.0-li-
ter 944 S2 ended up being a car that Porsche claimed was 
80% new, with production in Porsche’s own Zuffenhausen 
works. The 968 shared the front-engine/rear transaxle lay-
out of its predecessor, but at the front was now a 236-hp 
Variocam-equipped 3.0-liter DOHC I-4, and at the rear was 
a new six-speed transaxle preserving the trademark 50/50 
weight distribution that this platform was famous for. The 
944S2/Turbo suspension and Brembo brakes were carried 
over into the new model. The Porsche 968 was wrapped 
in new bodywork with updated styling that drew from the 
928 at the front, and was more integrated than its 924/944 
predecessor at the rear. The 968 could rip off a 0-60 sprint 
of 5.6 seconds with a 156-mph top speed. Handling is neu-
tral, forgiving, confidence inspiring, and predictable, which 
made for accessible and satisfying performance in a practi-
cal sports car.
 This 968 is a true “barn find”, having lived in a dry, heat-
ed one since it was inherited in 2014. It has been driven 
during the trip to get a new convertible top installed. It is 
one of only 414 North American cabriolets built that year, 
and has never been driven in winter or bad weather. Its 
Guards Red exterior has clear protective film applied to 
the front end & mirrors. The Cashmere leather seats and 
entire interior are in very good condition. It is equipped 
with power seats, steering & brakes, ABS, and has a newer 
Nakamichi audio unit with CD player. The original tool roll 
and all books are included, as is a clean Carfax (with no 
accidents or issues reported) and a clear Michigan title. 
$18,500. 
Contact Conrad at 734-645-5778 or email Conrad@SellY-
ourSportsCar.net for more pictures and information.  
(06/19)

1992 C2 Cabriolet: VIN: WP0CB2965NS460390 59k miles, 
Guards Red/Tan, 5 speed manual, all original paint/panels, 
rear seat delete, Boston Acoustics Pro speakers, upgraded 

Porsche sport steering wheel (original included), Odyssey 
battery, Rennline battery 
mount/switch. Top is like new 
minimal discoloration to rear 
window. Everything works as it 
should except headunit is 
crackly. Always garaged, no 
rust ever. Tools, books & ton-

neau included.  Carfax clean and copy available by request.  
Build codes include: C02 XD4 139 437 454 494 158 340 
09991 Cassette-radio Blaupunkt Reno SQR 46 & amplifier. 
Heated seats, power drivers seat. Porsche crests in color on 
wheels, automatic speed control,   Asking $45k obo.  Ryan 
Beekman 734-717-8547 or rabeekman@gmail.com (05/19)

2008 Porsche Cayenne Turbo:  87,500 miles. Overall in 
very great shape inside and 
out. New Rims and Tires 
with Continental DWS tires. 
Brakes were just changed, 
Oil, Filter, Vacuum Pump, 
Spark Plugs, Coils, and Cool-

ant Thermostat. Feel free to contact with any questions or 
seeing it. Please call 313-363-6823 or email at info@wil-
liamabbe.com for more information. $20,999 (03/19)

1973 Porsche 914 1.7: 
VIN :4732909088 96788 
miles,      Orange with 
black interior, Mahle 
wheels. Very nice condi-

tion but not perfect, very nice driver car. Everything works 
except heater (no heater boxes). Original D-Jetronic injec-
tion, 1.7 liter engine. In last 500 miles: All new brakes, all 
new injectors, new clutch, new front struts, new anti-roll 
bar bushings, new oil cooler, all engine sheet metal re-
fastened, new pushrod tube bushings. In heated inside 
storage (my workshop) for last 7 years. $5000 or best offer. 
Contact George Lindquist, glindqui@umich.edu, 734-355-
9724. (9/18)

OTHER ITEMS

Four Bridgestone Potenza S02-A tires:  225/40 ZR18 front 
(datecode 4217) w/ 3500 miles, 265/35 ZR18 rear (date-

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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code 3915) w/ less than 10 
miles.  All purchased within 
the last year, receipts avail-
able.  Tread depth 9 to 
10/32nds.  I thought they 
were too noisy so I took them 
off.  Noise turned out to be a 

bad wheel bearing instead.  Oops.  Buy them cheap ($500) 
so I don’t have to see the evidence of my mistake every 
time I walk through the garage.  Steve Gross, 248-946-2146 
or stevegross@ameritech.net.  (05/19)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/18) 

	

	

3rd Saturday of Every 
Month  

(April – Oct) 
April	20,	May	18,	June	15,	July	20,	August	17,	

September	14,	October	19	

All	Cars	&	Enthusiasts	Welcome!	
For	more	information	on	Cars	and	Coffee	–		

jonheidorn@comcast.net	
	

	

Join	us	at	Zingerman’s	Roadhouse	
2501	Jackson	Ave,	Ann	Arbor	
7:30am	–	9:00am	

Follow	us	on	Facebook	at	Ann	Arbor	Cars	and	Coffee	
This	is	Not	A	Rally	Sport	Region	–	Porsche	Club	of	America	Event	
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Wow! May 26th. Sunday on Memorial Day Weekend. To-
morrow is Memorial Day, a day when I hope we all take 
time to reflect on the meaning of the day and pay our re-
spects to all those who have paid the ultimate price de-
fending the freedom we enjoy in this great nation. Happy 
Memorial Day!
 It is also the day my monthly musings are due to our in-
famous editor-in-chief, and I sit once again in the last hour 
of the last day banging my head against the wall in hopes 
that something interesting will fall out and onto this page. 
Man…talk about writer’s block! How about writer’s brick 
wall! But there’s more to it than that. It’s called BUSY. 
 I think during our working years we are led to believe 
that no matter how busy we are with work and all the rest 
of life, things would slow down as we got older and that re-
tirement would be a time to sit down and think hard about 
what we wanted to do next. Or not.
 HA! I’d like to retire, but the company who recently 
bought our company did not, as hoped, give me a pat 
on the back and a “you can go now” plaque to hang on 
the wall. Quite the opposite, they keep trying to pull me 
deeper and deeper into their “plans” for the future. Plans 
for the future? Not interested. Been there, done that… but 
they’re not listening. So for some undetermined period of 
time, I’m busy with work.
 And then there’s LIFE, which is supposed to slow down 

as you grow older?! HA again! Now instead of kid birthday 
parties, we have GRANDkid birthday parties, granddaugh-
ter dance recitals, daughter weddings and graduations…all 
on a much grander scale than previously thought possible. 
And, and, and…I’m preaching to the choir for sure, but you 
know what, I wouldn’t change a thing. How sad would it be 
to have our “golden years” empty and lacking activity?
 So what, you might ask, does this have to do with 
Porsches? Not a lot, to be honest, except for me, the joy 
of running the Boxster S through its paces on the way to 
whatever activity I’m headed for sure takes a lot of the 
stress out of the busy-ness, and adds a real “look forward 
to” element to wherever I’m headed. Today, it’s my middle 
daughter’s bridal shower. Tomorrow, a trip to my brothers 
to celebrate (a day late) his birthday, and on Tuesday, the 
drive to the office.
 No matter what flavor of “P” car you drive, it is a cer-
tainty that you own it and drive it because doing so is a 
pure and simple pleasure. Whether you prefer the surpris-
ingly competent handling and opulent surroundings of a 
Panamera, or the stripped-down bone jarring stiffness and 
responsiveness of a track ready 911, there is nothing like a 
Porsche. Drive it well, drive it hard, drive it often…but drive 
it as well as you can. 
 And remember to give thanks for the freedom we have 
to do so. Again…Happy Memorial Day!

From the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant
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The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI  48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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