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On the Grid
 By RSR President Tim Pott 

Scofflaws!

Not all road adventures occur in 
automobiles, and I’m sure that I’m not 
the only club member who occasions 
to ride one of our human propelled two 
wheel, road going vehicles commonly 
known as a bicycle.  I spent a number of 

years with two other fifty-something friends doing regular 
rides from Ann Arbor to Saline every Saturday and Sunday 
morning.  This was by no means an arduous workout, 
we pedaled pretty leisurely and the ultimate goal was as 
much for coffee as it was exercise.  But to our credit, we 
did persevere through some severe weather conditions; our 
minimum temperature was 20 F and we drove even if there 
was snow on the ground.  One particularly mild winter we 
actually were able to ride all but two weekends which were 
either too cold or snowy.  We had become familiar with the 
owner of the shop as well as locals who routinely showed 
up for their coffee at the same time on the weekends. We 
eventually were honored by the shop owner and fellow 
patrons with the title of “Biker Boys”.  
 We left early enough to miss the heavy traffic and our 
route took us along some nice roads both in town as well 
as in the country.  We avoided the city as much as possible 
but when we couldn’t we developed a habit of bending 
the rules we felt should only apply to motorized vehicles.  
In short, we rode carefully through red lights.  We even 
justified this action, positing that surely there must be 
some clause in the laws allowing for bikes to ignore lights 
as long as we were safe, prudent and not obstructing other 
vehicles, etc.  One of our three had actually spent a few 
years as a Michigan State Trooper, so we felt doubly justified 
in our unconventional methods.  
 One fine morning, on our way out of Saline we were 
taking our usual shortcut through the high school parking 
lot and we noticed a large pickup truck following us a 
short distance behind.  At first we didn’t think much of it 
but eventually thought it odd that he hadn’t passed us and 
therefore must be following us.  Shortly after this brilliant 
revelation we were joined by a Saline police cruiser with its 
lights on.  Oh no, we were being pulled over on our bikes!  
As we stopped, so did the truck. The cruiser had to pull 
around him and when it stopped a young, female police 
officer got out to approach us.  Apparently the driver of 
the truck, indignant that we had ignored some traffic light, 
had called in our crime.  We could tell that our officer was 

not into pushing this petty crime but had to investigate in 
order to placate our unhappy truck operator.  We politely 
suggested that she, our dutiful officer, could perhaps discuss 
our crime with the concerned citizen and reason with him.  
We’d swear on our biker boy honor to obey all traffic laws 
from here on out.  As the officer walked back to discuss 
this with the truck guy, we quickly huddled to discuss our 
strategy should he not capitulate.  Surely we didn’t want 
such a stupid infraction on our driving records, there had to 
be a way out.  We didn’t have much time, so we settled on 
the only logical course of action; we’d lie and not give our 
true identities.  After all, being all properly spandexed up in 
our bike riding regalia, we didn’t have our driver’s licenses 
with us anyway.  
 After giving some random identities and addresses to 
the apparently novice policewoman we made one more 
plea for reason.  At one point my ex-trooper buddy, in a sort 
of fatherly gesture, put his arm around the police officer 
and explained, “You know, I was a State Trooper for about 
six years, and when something like this came up we would 
just sort of call it ‘bullshit’ and forget about it”.   Sympathetic 
to our cause but driven by her sense of duty and the fact 
that our concerned citizen was adamant and sticking to his 
guns, she just couldn’t let this drop.  So off we rode, giggling 
about how we had put one over on the law, and wondering 
how it might be received when she realized the names and 
addresses we had provided were bogus.  No doubt there 
would be a big laugh at our rookie cop in the police shop.  
 Roll the clock forward a couple of weeks and we were 
sitting sipping our coffee in front of the coffee shop.  Up 
pulls a very familiar Saline police car and out steps our 
very familiar officer.  “You guys gave me fake names and 
addresses!” She pronounced as she walked briskly crossing 
the street.  Trying to be remorseful, respectful and not 
giggle too much we confessed that yes, we had.  We had 
been caught, and now were going to have to give up our 
true identities.  “What’s going to happen now?” our ex-
trooper spokesman asked her after she wrote it all down.  
“I don’t know” she responded, “I’ll find out after I get this 
information corrected in the original report.  You’ll be 
contacted.”  We never were contacted, but our reputation 
at the coffee shop had been elevated considerably.  We 
were now officially “outlaw” biker boys who had beaten the 
legal system through cunning and school boy audacity.
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RSR Calendar of Events
March 6 (Wed.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 

Cabin, Plymouth

March 16 (Sat.) 10:00 AM:  Time With Tim, Automo-
tive Techniques -- Host: Tim Pott

April 2 (Tues.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting including 
a presentation “Journey With My Father” by Zone 
Rep Lori Schutz --  Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth (see page 
23)

April 27 (Sat.) 10:00 AM:  Time With Tim & New Mem-
bers’ Lunch -- Automotive Techniques -- Host: Tim 
Pott (see ad on page 25)

April 27 (Sat.) 10:00 - 2:00:  Multi-Region Swap Meet -- 
Porsche of Farmington Hills (see ad on page 22)

May 3-5 (Fri.-Sun.):  Traverse City Tour -- hosts the Hu-
bers (see ad on facing page)

May 4 (Sat.) 5:00 PM:  Maumee Valley’s “Run For the 
Roses”  Kentucky Derby Charity Event  -- Porsche of 
Ann Arbor (see facing page)

May 7 (Tues.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cab-
in, Plymouth

May 14 (Tues.): Drivers’ Education Event at Waterford 
Hills

June 4 (Tues.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cab-
in, Plymouth

June 15-16 (Sat.-Sun.):  Maumee Valley/Zone 4 Life is a 
Highway event in Toledo, Ohio (see ad below)

June 14-16 (Sat.-Sun.): Drivers’ Education Event at Grat-
tan Raceway

July 9 (Tues.): Drivers’ Education Event at Waterford 
Hills

July 11 (Thur.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

August 6 (Tues.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

August 23-24 (Fri.-Sat.): Drivers’ Education Event at Wa-
terford Hills
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275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Current Membership 501*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

Gary Migut & Catherine Migut-Derwoyed  ............ 46
Alan Vayda & Kim Zaugg  ....................................... 31
Sebastian & Narmeen Gaeta .................................. 25
Jack & Penny Dunlap .............................................. 24
Thomas & Nanette Elsner ...................................... 24
Peter & Melanie Grant ........................................... 23
Michael & Michele Jahs  ........................................ 21
Ernesto & Olga Roedenbeck .................................. 21
Chuck & Jacob Price ............................................... 20
William & Lucy Mainwaring ................................... 15
Arnie Spieker .......................................................... 15
Patrick Grace .......................................................... 11
Wes Krumel ............................................................ 11
David & Annette Kelter ............................................ 9

Jim Thornton ............................................................ 8
Bill Abbe ................................................................... 6
James & Janice Acker ............................................... 6
Paul Burakoff ............................................................ 6
Harry Sukumaran ..................................................... 6
David & Elizabeth Yu ................................................ 6
Andy Kochanowski ................................................... 5
Shea Burns ............................................................... 3
James Plemmons ..................................................... 3
Arland Gifford .......................................................... 2
Robert Kennedy ....................................................... 2
Peter & Jessica MacFarlane...................................... 2
Austen Stanley ......................................................... 2
Quentin Crank .......................................................... 1

Nicholas Mazzocchi
Ann Arbor, MI
2005 911 Carrera S

Chris Short
Dexter, MI
1995 Red Carrera Cabriolet

Long Ying
Novi, MI
2015 White Cayman S

* Includes 311 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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FINN’S J M & J  
INSURANCE

ANN ARBOR  •  734.668.4050
FinnsIns.com

Furniture Row trademarks used with permission. “Martin Truex Jr.” is a registered trademark of Martin Truex Jr LLC d/b/a MTJ Motorsports.  
His name and/or likeness are used under license by MTJ Motorsports. Toyota trademarks used with permission. Bass Pro Shops® is a 
registered trademark of Bass Pro Intellectual Property, L.L.C. Tracker® is a registered trademark of Tracker Marine, L.L.C. 5-HOUR ENERGY 
and the Running Man Designs are registered trademarks.

You might not race in the Cup  
series, but if you’re a great  

driver, you need great insurance.

MARTIN TRUEX JR
2017 NASCAR Cup Series Champion™

Great driver,  
great insurance.
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RENNSTATT WAS THE FIRST ANN ARBOR PORSCHE SPECIALIST TO OFFER 
YOU THE SOLUTION TO THE INTERMEDIATE SHAFT BEARING ISSUES ON 986 
AND 996 PORSCHE’S. IF YOU HAVE RECENTLY PURCHASED ONE OF THESE 

CARS OR HAVE BEEN THINKING ABOUT UPDATING YOUR IMS BEARING, GIVE 
NICK POTT A CALL AT 734-761-1088 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088 
www.arbormotion.com/rennstatt

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.

Briarwood Mall

State Street

669 State Circle

ALSO, LOOK FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM US REGARDING OUR  
GATHERINGS ON THE SECOND SATURDAY OF EACH MONTH FOR 

COFFEE, BAGELS AND PORSCHE CAMARADERIE!



Classic in the making. 
At Porsche of Ann Arbor, your air-cooled Porsche is in good hands.

Meet Danny Young
Porsche Gold Meister Technician

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State St. 
PorscheAnnArbor.com

PREMIER
Porsche Dealer

Porsche Club member and veteran technician Danny Young has worked at Porsche of Ann 
Arbor for more than 27 years, and enjoys weekend autocross events in his Boxster S as well as 
coaching his son in racing. Danny’s love of air-cooled engines began when he learned to 
maintain his first car, an air-cooled '76 Volkswagen Beetle. Since then, he’s continually trained 
with the best to become a Gold Meister Technician. Let Danny handle your classic or 
air-cooled Porsche service for peace of mind that your car is in the hands of the best.



13

The 944 Chronicles
 By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

What do you do when after an hour’s drive on the open 
highway, you pull into your garage, roll down the windows 
of your 944, and suddenly discover its engine is making a 
noise akin to several dozen miniature blacksmiths hammer-
ing furiously on anvils beneath the hood?  Mind you, this is 
a noise you did not notice while rolling down the road with 
the windows up and the radio on, a noise accompanied by 
absolutely perfect oil pressure readings and no indications 
of overheating whatsoever.  
 To make matters worse, or so it seems, once you do shut 
the engine down and open the hood, you find the engine 
has obviously relieved itself of some unknown but notice-
able quantity of oil all over its underside and the garage 
floor.   Apparently my 944 had decided that it was time to 
make my life just a bit more complicated. So what do I do?  
Absolutely nothing.  It’s late; none of the twirly bits are 
sticking out the side of the engine block, and even if they 
were, then what? Throw down some oil dry and go to bed.  
The car will be there waiting for you in the morning.
 Come the next day it’s time to get to work addressing 
my newest P-car crisis. Conveniently enough, as part of my 
work as a consultant, I get to teach a class in engine fail-
ure investigations several times a year.  Obviously I can’t fit 
two days’ worth of lectures and case studies into a single 
monthly column but for those of you who are interested, 
I can share with you some of the fundamentals you should 
know and follow when diagnosing (or helping someone else 
diagnose) your next P-car engine crisis (or transmission, or 
whatever crisis occurs because, of course, 944s are old cars 
and it’s not a matter of if, only when). 
 One of the most important things I teach about failure 
investigations is to have a plan and process in place before 
diving headlong into a root cause or failure analysis of any 
sort.  Success in accurately determining the how, when, and 
whys of what went wrong is much more likely if you follow a 
methodical, objective, and disciplined process in determin-
ing what did or did not (did nots are just as important as 
dids) contribute to the failure (or failures) in question.  The 
goal is to determine the source, timeline, and sequence of 
contributing events that preceded and resulted in the fail-
ure.  
 This brings me to my most important admonition; do not 
assume you know the answer and simply start tearing your 
engine apart to fix it without first understanding the cir-
cumstances under which it failed. This is the path to repeat 
failures.  Review and examine all of the available evidence, 

information, and possibilities to identify and understand 
the problem(s) before determining the answer.  When you 
become an answer in search of a problem you are almost 
guaranteed to get it wrong.  If in fact your initial inkling 
or hypothesis does finally in the end prove to be correct, 
then fantastic, add it to your accumulated personal book of 
Porsche knowledge.  You want to be right, not lucky, when it 
comes to determining the root cause or causes contributing 
to your engine failure.
 If you know who Carroll Smith is you are probably famil-
iar with his books including my favorite, Engineer to Win.  
On the first page of the first chapter he divides component 
failures into five basic classifications:

1) Design Faults
2) Manufacturing Errors
3) Installation Errors
4) Service & Maintenance Errors
5) Operator Abuse

 That book was published in 1984, the same year I gradu-
ated university and went to work for Chrysler in Detroit. I’ve 
yet to identify a component failure (barring vehicle crashes 
and collisions) that was not attributable to one or more of 
these 5 categories.  Neither will you.  The challenge is in ac-
curately identifying which contributors and in what order. I 
prefer to compress the five categories into four:

1) Design
2) Manufacturing/Installation
3) Service/Maintenance
4) Duty Cycle (operator abuse).  

 Duty cycle captures operator abuse in terms of applied 
loads, speeds, operating temperatures, and environmental 
conditions.  As an example, whether or not you currently 
track or perhaps tracked your 944 in the past is definitely 
a duty cycle consideration when identifying potential root 
causes for a component failure, engine or otherwise. 
 This brings me back to my 944.  Who were the minia-
ture blacksmiths making all of that noise under my hood 
and was that in any way related to the oil on the floor? As 
it turns out, no they were not related. In fact, the trouble 
was not all that serious.  But it took some time and effort to 
figure it out.   Stay tuned.  
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Where Its Made

A new hot topic in the news concerns American car manu-
facturers moving car production from North American plants 
to plants located in Mexico.  Given a huge disparity in work-
ers’ wages moving a car’s production site can have big profit 
implications as well as big negative implications on plant 
shut downs with related loss of jobs.  But how many of us 
actually know or care where our car was built?  European car 
manufacture is commonly spread through the world.  VW, as 
an example, has plants in fifteen countries spread with six 
in the Americas and as far apart as Asia and Africa.  Many 
companies including BMW and Mercedes build in Mexico.  
But Porsche has centered all of its plants in Germany and 
central Europe.
 For Porsche owners we just assume all Porsches are built 
in Stuttgart Zuffenhausen when it has traditionally been true 
of only the 911 models.  But does it really matter where the 
car is built in terms of engineering or even its relative worth?  
We are all pretty familiar with Porsche history beginning in 
Gmund, Austria and all cars built from 1948 to 1950.  But 
the original plant was nothing much more than converted 
sawmill buildings and the location was dictated more by 
WWII than any other factors.  As was the tradition of most 
early manufacturers the chassis would be produced by the 
main manufacturer and the body added by a coach builder.  
Reuter was the original coach builder of the 356 beginning 
in 1953.  But they did not have exclusive rights especially 
when it came to more specialized models such as the Road-
ster and Convertible.  The 1952 America Roadster was a very 
short production run where Reuter built chassis were sent 
to Ullersrichts Reuter Karosserie near Zuffenhausen.   Other 
356 model cars were built by Beutler in Thun, Switzerland.   
Drauz on Heilbronn was another popular body builder as 
well as the better known Karmann Gmbh of Osnabruk.  Very 
collectable today is the Convertible D Roadster model with 
the D standing for D’Lerteren located in Brussels, Belgium.  
One of the differences in build quality of the D model is that 
the entire chassis was painted in primer before the final 
painting.  
 In many cases the location of the Porsche production line 
had to do with space limitations in Zuffenhausen.  This was 
particularly the case for the 914.  VW was searching for a 
replacement for their popular sports car the Karman Ghia.  
They approached Porsche for a joint design and the 914 was 
born with a chassis incorporating many WV components.  
Heinz Nordhoff of VW had made a verbal agreement with 

Ferry Porsche to build bodies for a VW engine car and to 
supply the same chassis to Porsche for a six cylinder Porsche 
engine car.  The bodies were built in the Wilhelm Karmann 
Gmbh plant located in Osnabruk from 1969 to 1976.  The 
914-6 bodies which were shipped to Zuffenhausen for final 
assembly only lasted for two years ending in 1972 with only 
3,351 cars built.  When Nordhoff passed away his successor 
Kurt Lutz changed the terms of the agreement.   Sales and 
distribution of the 914 were handled by a new company and 
in the US the 914 would be distributed by a Porsche Audi 
division.  But the cost of the 914-6 bodies became too high 
to fit the price point of an entry Porsche model.  A total of 
118,949 models of the 914 were built by Karmann.  
 The next VW and Porsche joint venture was the 924, be-
gun in 1976.  It had an equally complex beginning.  Utilizing 
many VW components as well as an Audi sourced engine a 
low cost entry car was developed.   But VW developed cold 
feet about such a new car and sold off all rights to Porsche 
with the understanding that the car would be built at the 
Audi/NSU plant in Neckarsulm  just north of Zuffenhausen.  
That humble beginning spaned the entire series of 944 mod-
els  culminating in the 968 production cars ending in 1995.  
That production line is the current final assembly for the 981 
Boxster, Cayman and the Cayenne.    That plant complex has 
served as the assembly plant for VW cars as well as cars from 
AMC to Renault to Skoda.  Beginning in 1977 Porsche began 
a specialized production line at Zuffenhausen for the 928, 
built in low production numbers through 1988.
 As for the initial Boxster production Porsche sought out a 
builder who could quickly adapt a manufacturing operation.  
That fell to Valmet in Uusikaupunki, Finland beginning with 
the Boxster in 1997 and the Cayman in 2005 lasting until 
2012.  The Cayenne also had its beginnings at Valmet be-
fore shifting to Leipzig and Bratislave, Slovakia in 2015 along 
with the Macan, Panamera and even the short run Carrera 
GT.  The 918 was built at a dedicated assembly area in the 
Zuffenhausen facility.  But Porsche constructed a new paint 
shop and assembly plant for the Taycan called the Weissach 
Development Center and is employing a dedicated staff of 
1,200, all located in Zuffenhausen. 
 Check the doorpost build plate to see where your particu-
lar model of Porsche was built.  I was surprised to find that 
my 1972 911E was built in the Stuttgart Zuffenhausen plant 
and not the Reutter facility.  

Tom Fielitz

Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz 
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I was going to write about highfalutin stuff and things like 
machine learning and autonomous vehicles, but I got dis-
tracted by something more important:  metal diecast mod-
els.
 I grew up building plastic models. I was 8-years-old when 
I got my first model for Christmas. Let’s say it was a P-38 
Lightning, a WWII American fighter plane. I built military 
models until around high school when I started building car 
models.
 I became a Porsche fan after building 1:24 scale models 
of a black 928 and a yellow 911 Targa. I brought these two 
along with me wherever I lived in college. That’s also when 
my posters transitioned from Farrah Fawcett, Cheryl Tiegs, 
and Lynda Carter in high school to Lamborghini, Porsche, 
and Ferrari.
 After graduation I discovered diecast models—no more 
fussy but great smelling glues. For about $20-30, I could get 
my favorite 1990s cars in 1:18 scale, like the Acura NSX or 
Nissan 300ZX Twin Turbo. I’ve been collecting them ever 
since.

 I would display a couple of models on my desk at work 
and the rest were in boxes stored somewhere. My son re-
cently saw my hoard on the basement shelves and asked 
me why I didn’t take them out of their boxes. It’s because 
I’ve become the dad in the Lego Movie.
 At some point I decided to buy a 1:18 scale diecast for 
any car I owned. That was the start of a long road of disap-
pointment. For instance, I had to wait 20 years after buying 
a Porsche 944 Turbo before AUTOart made a model for it. 
I’ve never seen a 1:18 scale for my Subaru STI, although I 
eventually found a 1:43 scale version.

 My wife doesn’t care, of course, but I found a close-
enough red 1991 Renault Clio of her gray/asphalt/some-
faded-dark-color 1992 version

The Die Was Cast Years Ago
Story and photo by regular contributor Emmanual Garcia, RSR’s Cranky Webmeister (see his blog at Crankydriver.com)

1991 Acura NSX by Revell (1:18)

1987 Porsche 944 Turbo by AUTOart (1:18)

2000 Honda Civic Si by Motor Max (1:24)

2008 Subaru WRX STI by IXO (1:43)

1991 Renault Clio 16S by Norev (1:18) 
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So now when I’m looking for a car to buy, I have to check 
to see if a diecast model exists (in any scale) before I con-
sider buying that car. I have a pre-emptive Porsche Macan S 
model from back when I was looking for blue cars.

 Then there was an imported 1992 Nissan GT-R (R34) that 
I considered buying for about 30 minutes (each day for a 
month).
My current criteria for buying diecast models are roughly:
• Cars I’ve owned
• Cars I’m planning on (dreaming of) owning
• Cars I think are beautiful/cool/cute
• Cars I had posters of
• Cars that were somehow memorable to me
• Cars from James Bond movies (well, any movie or tv 
show)
• Cars from the Lingenfelter Collection
• Cars with wheels
 Most of my models tended to be impulse buys, which I 
blame on my hoarding gene. However, I can’t explain my 
large number of silver Porsches.
 A car I’ve recently been obsessing about is the BMW M2. 
That is, until the limited edition Minichamps model sold out 
from my favorite diecast website (which I will not link here 
for, uh…, safety reasons). I couldn’t afford a real BMW M2 
anyway, but now it’s definitely off my list.
 Just like in the real world, these diecast models are pro-
duced in limited quantities. Models I’ve considered buying 
have disappeared at some point, and then I have to wait 
until they turn up on eBay or elsewhere, if at all. And if they 
do, I just hope the prices won’t be outrageous, like this AU-
TOart Porsche 928 at Amazon for $12,330 + $5.38 S&H. I 
mean, really? $5.38 for shipping? No Prime shipping is a 
deal breaker.
 Beauty/Cool/Cute is in the eye of the beholder, as they 
say. Some people may object to using “beautiful” to de-
scribe cars. But I think there is beauty in the design of some 
of these rolling sculptures. So I could stare at a gorgeous 
Ferrari 250 GT all day. But when it costs $300, I will settle 
for Cute, like a 1965 Fiat 500 for $30. Just like in life.

 Anybody’s list of cool cars would require an entire post 
and would also be a good subject for psychological analy-
sis, or at least a good internet roasting. My current list that 
intersects with known diecast models include the Lancia 
Stratos, Renault Alpine 1600S, Lamborghini Miura, and Le 
Mans race cars from the 1960s. Also, most older English and 
Italian cars, which are too many to list.

 In college, I remember having at least 2 posters of the 
Lamborghini Countach (to this day, I don’t know the proper 
way to pronounce it). For some reason I don’t have a Coun-
tach in my collection. Maybe because a 1:18 scale can cost 
up to $270.
 In addition to an orange BMW M1 poster, I also remem-
ber a white Porsche 959 and a red Ferrari 288 GTO. All three 
are still on my list.
 Then there were the random cars that were memo-
rable—but just to me, for any number of bizarre reasons. 
That VW Golf Cabriolet that the team assistant in Germany 
would give me on weekends for drives around the Bavar-
ian countryside is one. A Lancia Delta HF Integrale whose 
owner let me drive it in Italy is another. I had rented an Alfa 
Romeo Spider for fun when I first moved to Germany. I’d like 
a Cadillac ATS because I worked on a project for it. I’d love 
a Buick Grand National (GNX) which I revered back in col-
lege (“…looking for Corvettes to embarrass”). And maybe a 
Volvo Amazon which I drove recently.

2014 Porsche Macan S by Minichamps (1:43)

1965 Fiat 500 F by Bburago (1:18)

1968 Lamborghini Miura by Bburago (1:18)

(Continued on page  18)
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Watching probably 8 hours of TV a day during my childhood 
made two cars very special to me—the Batmobile and the 
Mach 5. Now I can (theoretically) display them up on a 
shelf.

 There are quite a lot of nice models of older cars avail-
able from the 1950s through the 1970s. Cars like a 1970 
Buick Skylark,  1969 Dodge Coronet, or 1970 Ford Torino 
(pre-Starsky & Hutch) are plentiful. 
 I’m sure these cars have appeal to those who saw them 
when they were new, though not myself. For my genera-
tion, these cars were rusty, Bondo®-ed, primer-painted cars 
we filled up with $1 worth of gas to get us to school for the 
week. Luckily the windows usually didn’t roll up all the way 
which prevented us from being asphyxiated from leaking 
exhaust or gas fumes. Ah… good times.

 So these nice, clean diecast model cars can be like a scale 
version of the Woodward Dream Cruise, where cars from 
our past try not to kill us.

 My version of old cars that seemed cooler than they re-
ally were include J-bodycars like the late 1980s Buick Sky-
hawk T-Type / Pontiac Sunbird Turbo / Chevrolet Cavalier 
Z24. Later cars include the Beretta GTZ and the original Ford 
Probe. I doubt that these cars will ever be immortalized in 
1:18 scale. However, the 1985 Pontiac Fiero GT, 1985 Chev-
rolet Camaro IROC, and 1990 Nissan 240SX have, so maybe 
there’s still hope.
 I’ve listed my favorite James Bond cars before. The 1971 
Ford Mustang Mach I (Diamonds Are Forever) is one of 
these. (Mustang Notes: Of the Mustangs, my favorite look-
ing one is the 1969. My fondest memory is of a 1970, which 
my dad bought for $250 and which actually ran for a month 
or two. My most memorable one is a 1976 Mustang II Cobra 
II, Jill’s ride on Charlie’s Angels. Poor Sabrina drove a Pinto.)
 Above the Mustang, my favorite Bond car is the 1967 
Toyota 2000GT convertible (You Only Live Twice), which I 
didn’t mention in my James Bond post because I’m an idiot. 
Out of the 351 produced, 2 were converted to convertibles 
for the Bond movie (because Sean Connery is 6’2″ tall).
 Moving down the Bond list, next are the Lotus Turbo Es-

prit (For Your Eyes Only), Xenia Zaragevna Onatopp’s Ferrari 
355 GTS Targa (GoldenEye), the Aston Martin V8 Vantage 
Volante (The Living Daylights), and of course the hardest 
working Bond car of all, the Aston Martin DB5 (Goldfinger, 
Golden Eye, Casino Royale, The Cannonball Run, et al.).
 

1995 Alfa Romeo Spider by Maisto (1:18)

1966 Batmobile by Hot Wheels (1:18)

1967 Mach 5 by American Muscle (1:18)

1977 Pontiac Trans Am by GreenLight (1:18)

1967 Toyota 2000GT Cabriolet by AUTOart (1:18)

(From page  17)
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I used to collect race cars as well, but most of these are 
from the 1990s when racing was more exciting to me. Back 
then I followed names like Senna, Prost, Villeneuve, Hill, 
Schumacher, and Mansell in Formula One. I would try to 
keep up with other names like McNish, Haywood, Blundell, 
Johansson, Cunningham, and Warwick. As with many of my 
favorite car memories, that was over 20 years ago.

 I’ve amassed a decent amount of models over the years, 
and it still pales in comparison to the Lingenfelter Collec-
tion, even if my cars are just a fraction of the cost. At least I 
don’t have to change the oil or stock up on battery tenders 
for my models.
 Ultimately these cars are just another manifestation of 
my obsession with cars and driving. It is also another way 
to  share my automotive passion with my son, similar to 
what my dad did with me. I just have to avoid becoming 
that crazy hoarder guy.

2004 McLaren Mercedes MP4-19 #5 by Minichamps (1:18)

2005 BMW M3 GTR (Nürburgring) #1 by AUTOart (1:18) 

1993 Benetton Ford B193B #5 by Minichamps (1:18)

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248-335-5424

Vintage VW Tech

Spring & summer projects 
and more. Bring your questions!

What do YOU want to learn?
Let us know!
Lunch will be provided and
a $10 donation is requested
to benefit the MVVC.

RSVP recommended to:
events@munks.com

Sunday, April 14th

11:00 am to 4:00 pm
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Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Also mark your calendar for the 14th Annual...

Due to popular demand, we recommend that you RSVP to: events@munks.com

Sat., May 11th 
10 am to 3 pm
at Munk's Motors
Food & drink  Experts
Raffles  and more!

All Porsche, Corvair, and Vintage VW
enthusiasts are welcome regardless
of  model or club affilliation.
Lunch will be provided.

924 928 944 996
TECH SESSION

Join us for a...

Sat., April 13th, 10 am to 3 pm
Mark your calendar; stay tuned for details.

D.E. tech inspections done that day; make appt.

All Porsche enthusiasts are welcome
regardless of model or club affilliation.

Lunch will be provided. 

NO CHARGE

RSVP recommended to  events@munks.com
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The year started off with very unusual weather patterns 
for Zone 4.  Could this be the sign of an unusual year?  I 
would like you to make this an unusual year in PCA by get-
ting out to an event you haven’t tried yet.  Only doing track 
events?  Try an autocross, or a driving tour.  Haven’t been 
to a track Driver Education event?  Try coming out to the 
Southeast Michigan DE 101 on April 20th at Waterford Hills 
Raceway.  Or to one of the Driver Education events the fol-
lowing weekend April 28-29th at either Mid Ohio Sportscar 
Course with Mid Ohio Region, or Putnam Park with Central 
Indiana region.  See what it’s all about, stay for lunch and 
you may get a chance to drive the touring laps on the track 
over the lunch break.  Most regions have a monthly break-
fast – Maumee Valley Region, or Thirsty Thursday – Eastern 
Buckeye Region, or a Saturday Breakfast with Central Indi-
ana Region.  Events are posted on each region’s website, or 
Facebook page.  
 Despite that fun winter stuff called snow, I visited 2 
events in Indiana in January.  First, the New Member Party 
for Michiana on January 26th, in Elkhart, IN.  Many nice 
door prizes were awarded after a very nice dinner at the 
country club.  The following Saturday, actually sneaking 
into February, I joined members of Central Indiana Region 
and Michiana in Ft Wayne for a 2019 planning meeting.  
Many great events going on each month for all types of 
interest from Auto-X to shows, to tours.  This year the Cru-
Zionsville event is taking a break, so we look forward to see 
the CIR and Michiana member joining us for the Belle Isle 
Car Corral on May 31st - June 2nd.  The registration link is 
ready, and more to follow soon.  https://clubregistration.
net/events/event-details.cfm?event_id=9535 
 My January actually began far from Zone 4 with my first 
PCA event of the year.  I was asked to be the guest speaker 
at the Zone 8 Awards Banquet – Zone 8 is southern Cali-
fornia, southern Nevada and Arizona.  We had a wonder-
ful evening, and visited a private collection the next day.  I 
had the pleasure of presenting my story about the Jour-
ney with my father Peter Schutz and his contributions to 
Porsche history when he was CEO from 1981-1988.  I am 
scheduled to deliver the same presentation to regions in 

our area, please check the websites for the details.  Cur-
rent schedule is March 12th Upper Canada Region, April 
2nd Rally Sport Region, and May 8th Michiana Region.  
I look forward to seeing all of you in 2019 – 

Cheers – Lori 

Around The Zone
By Lori Schutz
Zone 4 Representative

Lori Schutz presenting the story of her father’s time at 
Porsche. Photo by Jimmie Mitchell
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PCA Multi-Region Swap Meet, Car Show & Tech Quiz!!

Saturday, April 27, 2019
10:00 am – 2:00 pm

Presented by the 

SEM,RSR and Motorstadt Regions

Featuring the 356 Motor Cities Group

Western Michigan, Michiana & Maumee Valley Regions are also invited

Hosted by Porsche of Farmington Hills

37911 Grand River Ave. Farmington Hills, MI 48335

This event is rain or shine ( or even snow )…It’s inside

For tables contact Event Chair Michael Cohen

Fastkarz2@aol.com or 248-227-8604

Set-up for swap participants begins at 9:00 am. 
The event opens at 10:00 am and runs through lunch 

(provided by Porsche of Farmington Hills)
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Time With Tim
Story by Mike O’Rear Photos by Burghard Linn and Glenn Trapp

January 19th dawned very snowy, and some doubted that 
anyone would turnout for the resumption of Time With 
Tim.   Well, we needn’t have worried as a group of about 
20 hardy members drove to member John Hormer’s BMW 
Motorcycles of Southeast Michigan dealership (see ad on 
page 10 for location).

 John’s very modern facility is just stuffed with BMW 
motorcycles of every type, including a few vintage classics.  
John gave an informative presentation on the advanced 
technologies now offered on BMW bikes and it was obvious 
that the crowd was impressed.  With all the bikes on display 
it was impossible to pick a favorite.

Host John Horner discusses the features of the 
latest BMW high performance bike.

A classic boxer engined BMW in for service.A classic BMW with side car.

Michigan State Police use BMW morocycles -- in better 
weather.

Left -- member Jim 
Schorr attended, 
showing off his new 
shirt embroiderd by 
the Stiching Post in 
Northville
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CARS FOR SALE  

1985 Porsche 911 Carrera Sunroof Coupe: Guards Red
with “match to sample” 
taupe leather interior. 74K 
miles, this is a numbers 
matching (COA) three own-
er (first two were father and 
son) car that has been me-
ticulously refreshed. A high-

quality driver that is just about mechanically perfect. The 
only thing that doesn’t work are the headlight washers. 
Rebuilds include:  Engine top-end including, all new valves 
& valve guides, SuperTech high quality cylinder studs, new 
piston rings, resurfaced cams & rockers, resurfaced fly-
wheel, aluminum pressure plate, short shift kit with all new 
bushings, coated engine tin & alternator fan, new motor & 
trans mounts, new battery, <2% leak down all around.  Back 
dated heating & all fans working.  Rebuilt AC including: new 
compressor, new Rennaire evaporator & hi-output evapo-
rator fan, and fresh r134.  Assorted “detail” items such as 
new/working front trunk and engine bay lights, Magna-
Core 8mm plug wires, and much more.  If you’re looking for 
an air-cooled car, you will want to look at this one. Redone 
with a lot of help from our President and Porsche Master 
Mechanic, Tim Pott. $42,000.  Contact Peter Grant at 734-
604-1622 or pgrant@speakeasy.net (03/19) 

2008 Porsche Cayenne Turbo:  87,500 miles. Overall in 
very great shape inside and 
out. New Rims and Tires 
with Continental DWS tires. 
Brakes were just changed, 
Oil, Filter, Vacuum Pump, 
Spark Plugs, Coils, and 
Coolant Thermostat. Feel 

free to contact with any questions or seeing it. Please call 
313-363-6823 or email at info@williamabbe.com for more 
information. $20,999 (03/19)

1972 Porsche 911T Targa 2.4L MFI, 5 Speed 915 Transmis-
sion:  106,279 miles. One of 3,344 produced, in excellent 
condition. Owned since 1994 with detailed service records 
since. One repaint in its original Vipergrün color, black inte-
rior. Owner’s manual, jack and complete tool kit and car 
cover are included, with a complete set of shop & service 

manuals available. Re-
cent service includes new 
wheel bearings and en-
gine drive belts. See more 
info & photos at www.
SellYourSportsCar.net or 

call Conrad at 734.645.5778. $63,500.  (01/19)

2013 Porsche Panamera Turbo:  4.8L 500 HP Twin Turbo 32 
Valve DOHC V8 Engine, 
7-Speed PDK Transmis-
sion, AWD, 41,000 
Miles.  In addition to its 
long list of standard 
equipment, this Pana-
mera Turbo’s options in-

clude the Comfort Plus Package, Sport Exhaust (sounds 
great!), Adaptive Cruise Control, Lane Change/Blind Spot 
Warning, Heated & Ventilated Seats (F&R), Sport Chrono 
Plus Package, Hi Gloss Monochromatic Black Exterior Pack-
age, Electric Rear Sunshades and more. Additional Porsche 
Exclusive options include LED interior lighting, black back-
ground bi-xenon headlights with PDLS, 20 in. Panamera 
Sport wheels in exterior color and Porsche crest headrests. 
It also has clear protective film on the hood, front and rear 
sides. It has recently had an oil change & inspection, with 
no issues reported. Books, service records, original window 
sticker, car cover, and a clean Carfax are included. Origi-
nally $160k, now $63,500.  See more info & photos at 
www.SellYourSportsCar.net or call Conrad at 734-645-5778 
(01/19)

1973 Porsche 914 1.7: VIN :4732909088 96788 miles,      
Orange with black interi-
or, Mahle wheels. Very 
nice condition but not 
perfect, very nice driver 
car. Everything works ex-

cept heater (no heater boxes). Original D-Jetronic injection, 
1.7 liter engine. In last 500 miles: All new brakes, all new 
injectors, new clutch, new front struts, new anti-roll bar 
bushings, new oil cooler, all engine sheet metal re-fas-
tened, new pushrod tube bushings. In heated inside stor-
age (my workshop) for last 7 years. $5000 or best offer. 
Contact George Lindquist, glindqui@umich.edu, 734-355-
9724. (9/18)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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OTHER ITEMS

Simpson Bandit helmet: SA2015, size XXL. Predrilled for re-
straint system, comes with extra inte-
rior padding and helmet bag. Bought 
new last summer, only worn once at 
Grattan DE. As new in the box. $395.  
Contact Jeff Uhlman MVR-PCA 419-
260-8644 or mittlemotor@gmail.com 
(04/18)

Four Hancook Ventus S1 Evo run-flat tires; 225/45-17, 
$180 obo. Also, 4 Dunlop SP Winter Sport 3D tires, 225/45-
17, $140. All tread depths about 5mm. Call Andy Sasyk or 
text 734-718-6432. (03/18)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call Clem 
Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/18) 
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I need help! Anyone out there know a good shrink? One 
who specializes in addictions? In particular…automotive ad-
dictions? I have a wonderful daily car, my 2013 Audi A5, and 
two incredible Porsches…a 1985 911 Carrera “driver” and 
a 1986 dedicated (but streetable…barely) track car. What 
could possibly be wrong with this picture? How could I pos-
sibly be unhappy? Great questions that I keep asking my-
self…yet the urge for something “new” rumbles deep inside 
my brain.
 Theoretically, there is method to my madness. Both of 
the Porsches are early enough that they do not benefit 
from the rust protective coatings that now come standard 
on modern cars, so in the winter months they sit idly in stor-
age even when the weather is clear and dry. Yes, the salt is 
everywhere. That white chalky powder you find on your car 
after a run on a dry winter day is powdered road salt. Simply 
add water and you have the start of corrosion. 
 The rationale continues…as many of you know, I’ve put 
a huge amount of work into the 911, rebuilding the engine 
top end and all the related pieces that accompany that ef-
fort, as well as the HVAC systems and lots of other “stuff”. 
It’s a great driver, but as with all 911s of this vintage, suffers 
from the cantankerous ergonomics of the day. As much as 
I love it…it’s clunky, maybe a much better car on the track 
than on the street. So even in summer, I do not chose to 
drive it “all the time”…but it sure is “purdy” to look at! As 
for the 944…it sits idle during much of the summer as well. 
As a loud, track prepped car with 6-point harnesses, no 
sound insulation, no interior to speak of, no roll up/down 
windows, and a very stiff suspension, it just isn’t the car I 
hop into to run up to the grocery store.
 So what, you say! Do I have to have a daily driver that 
starts with a “P” and ends with an “e”? Of course I do! 
At least I think I do, which bring us back to the need for a 
shrink. The rational side of me (yep, I have one) knows that 
this is stupid. The Audi’s a great car. I should just drive the 
snot out of it and jump in one of the summer cars in the 
summer when the spirit moves me. Yea, you say? Well what 
about winter?
 Of course, on the non-rational side the wheels have al-
ready started to turn and they will not be quieted. They (the 
wheels) have already figured out that an “affordable” daily 
driver no longer comes in 911 form, but the Caymen/Box-
ster group are hailed as awesome handling cars with all the 
modern “stuff” as well…and not nearly as expensive as a 
911. Since I love convertibles, the Boxster takes the lead as 
I relentlessly peruse the websites for the right car.  

 Meanwhile, back at the ranch, the wife is not entirely 
buying into the idea. She doesn’t mind if I “switch” cars…
that is, sell one if I want to buy another. She even had the 
audacity to suggest that she’d prefer I only had two cars…
the Audi and one other. GASP! So now the wheels really 
start to turn. I want a Boxster, I want a Boxster, but what do 
I sell? The 944 comes to mind immediately. Of course, I can 
use the Boxster as a driver and a track car. But wait! I can’t 
put track tires on the Boxster for DE? Hmmmmm! I do like 
my DOT track tires. And the 944 has a hard top AND a roll 
bar. Much safer. OMG. Sell the 911. What a blasphemous 
thought! At least I thought so until someone else (who shall 
remain nameless) suggested that might be the logical thing 
to do, commenting that I tend to be pragmatic about my 
cars. Me, pragmatic? But that bubble was burst when in 
the next sentence he commented that I change cars like I 
change clothes.
 So to cut a long story short, my new “driver” 2006 Box-
ster “S” sits in the garage. It is not in storage, and has al-
ready been out on the winter (albeit dry) roads a number 
of times. What a hoot! And the 911? It sits in storage wait-
ing for spring and a new owner. Will I miss it? Absolutely. 
Will I want another 911 one day? Most likely. But that’s for 
another day, and maybe by then I’ll have spent some time 
with that shrink.
 A good friend told me once when asked what his favorite 
car (he has multiple “P” cars) was, he responded…”my next 
one”. And that made perfect sense. I think he needs a shrink 
too! 
  
 
 

 

From the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant
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The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI  48103
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