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The Bahn Stormer
For Information or submissions

Contact Mike O’Rear
morear734@gmail.com

(Please put Bahn Stormer in the subject line) 
Deadline:  Normally by the end of the third 

week-end of the month.

Material from the The Bahn Stormer may be reprinted 
(except for ads) provided proper credit is given to the 
author and the source.  

Advertising Rates  (Per Year)

Copy is the responsibility of the advertiser.

Full Page:  $650
Half Page:  $375

Quarter Page:  $225
Business Card:  $100
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Check out the latest news on our website  
rsp.pca.org  

Check out other PCA events at the Zone 4 
website -- zone4.pca.org   

PORSCHE®, The Porsche Crest®, 
CARRERA®, and TARGA® are 
trademarks of Porsche AG

 Advertisers

For Commercial Ads Contact Mike O’Rear 
mor734@gmail.com

Editor’s Note: These are the folks who print our newsletter.
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On the Grid
 By RSR President Tim Pott 

Winter Hater

It seems to happen every year right 
about now.  The earth tilts away from 
the sun, days get shorter, sunlight 
becomes scarce, clouds move in and the 
weather turns, shall we say, brisk!  Snow 
in November shouldn’t be considered 
unusual in Michigan but it feels to me as 

though winter has arrived earlier this year.  Perhaps some of 
our more recent, milder winters have spoiled me into thinking 
the that weather won’t be so cruel this off season.  Even 
though I’m a big time Grinch, I always try and make a brave 
attempt to look on the bright side of the winter doldrums.  
 First of these bright spots,and foremost, is the Annual 
Holiday Party we are holding yet again at Germain Porsche 
of Ann Arbor.  The folks there continue to be extraordinarily 
gracious in hosting our Rally Sport Region in their elegant 
Porsche showroom.  It was an easy decision to choose this 
location, once again, where we will be surrounded not only 
by the latest offerings from Porsche but all things Porsche in 
general.  You might go home smelling like a new car!  The 
value added to this event is that your admission is also a 
charity benefit to Mott’s Children’s Hospital.  Please consult 
the advertisement in this issue for details.  Every year I get 
to see some new faces in addition to the old guard who 
regularly attend this and other club events.  Our membership 
has grown, and this has been reflected in great turnouts 
to a variety of club events but I’d love to see an increased 
turnout of our general membership at all of our events.  So 
as a “regular”, active RSR member, why not reach out to 
someone you know in our club who hasn’t been to an event 
yet and invite them to come along to the Holiday Party?  
I’m confident that once new folks are welcomed by some 
of our regulars, they will be enticed to become more active 
members themselves.
 Another bright spot is that the off season provides us 
time to work on our beloved cars.  California dreamers like to 
think they’ve got a lock on car culture and this is largely due 
to the fact that the weather is a bit more welcoming for car 
events all year round.  But we’re centered in the Motor City 
and Michigan is the hub for car manufacturing, engineering 
and virtually all things automotive.  There isn’t a  Woodward 
avenue in Los Angeles.  So we car-loving midwesterners tend 
to use the cold season to work on our rides, whether buffing 
or wrenching.  As I write this article, I’m envisioning Porsches 
all over southern Michigan tucked into garages and up on jack 
stands ready for some upgrades or major projects.  Not a do-

it-yourselfer?  Then book some time at your favorite repair 
facility; this is when they love to tackle some of the bigger 
projects you might be considering. 
 Perhaps the ultimate solution for me is  to come up 
with a car-related activity that can take place in the winter.  
Something  like automotive bobsledding, where you and 
some friends all jump in a car that has skis in place of wheels 
and everybody tries to navigate a snow covered slope by only 
shifting your weight (Snell approved helmets required, of 
course).   Then there’s automotive figure skating, which would 
require cars and drivers to perform prescribed pirouettes and 
maneuvers on glare ice (studded tires prohibited).  Figure 
eight racing would combine both speed and finesse in 
order for competitors to be successful in this unique winter 
challenge.  I can see it now, an entire Winter Automotive 
Olympics with an autosports focus!

See you at the Holiday Party!
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Annual Rally Sport Region's 
Holiday Party -- 2018

Please join us for a casual evening with fellow members and friends. The 
evening is brought to you by Porsche of Ann Arbor and the Rally Sport 
Region. There will be dining stations, a cash bar and entertainment. 

Again this year there is no charge for the party, but you are asked to bring 
unwrapped toys for donation to the C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital. With a 
free event, please consider converting those savings into the equivalent 
value of toys and games, a toy store gift certificate or a cash donation of 
$50/person for the young patients at Mott.

Remember Mott Hospital treats children 
from infants to age 18. Their suggestions 
for new toy donations include:
New and Used Xbox 360 Games. Each    
 room has an Xbox 360
Infant and Toddler Toys 
Play-Doh and accessories 
Legos 
Coloring Books 
Craft kits (more complex projects) 
Character toys (super heroes, Dora, etc) 
Crayola art supplies 
Hot Wheels Cars

Please note that these are only 
suggestions. Should you see a toy that 
you feel would create the ultimate gift 
for a sick child, feel free to “ramp it up.” 

No time to shop for gifts? No problem!
Bring a check made out to UMHS Child 
& Family Life.

For more information C.S. Mott 
Children's Hospital's UMHS Child & 
Family Life fund go to:  
http://givetomott.org/ways-to-give/mot-
t-wish-list/

Date: Saturday, December 8th
Time: 6:30-9:30

Where: Porsche of Ann Arbor,  
2575 S. State Street, Ann Arbor

Dress: Business Casual
RSVP by November 30th
 to mor734@gmail.com
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RSR Calendar of Events
December 1 (Sat.) 4:30 PM:  Holiday Lights and Winter 

Nights Self-Guided Tour at Meadow Brook Hall ($12/
person) -- Hosts Jessica & Peter McFarland (see ad 
below)

December 4 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

December 8 (Sat.) 6:30-9:30:  Holiday Party -- Porsche 
of Ann Arbor - Host: President Tim Pott (see ad on 
facing page)

January 8 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

January 19 (Sat.) 10:00-1:00: Time With Tim. Host: Tim 
Pott at BMW of Southeast Michigan (see ad on page 
23)

February 6 (Wed.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

March 6 (Wed.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty

Rd.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Current Membership 511*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

November Anniversaries:
John & Dawn Horner ............................. 45
Dave & Cole Winston ............................ 37
Carl & William Morganti ....................... 24
Mark Schettenhelm & Joan Walton ...... 21
Timothy Shinn & Elizabeth Pielsticker ... 21
Pat Jeski................................................. 17
Bill & Linda Damon ............................... 16 
Tim Norman .......................................... 13
Pat & Amy Paul ..................................... 11
John Dixon............................................. 10
George & Mary Gilligan ........................... 6
Chuck Palfi & Jane Clawson-Palfi ............ 6
John & Diane Thomson ........................... 6
Yue Fan .................................................... 5
Stephen Ascherl ...................................... 3

Don Louwsma ......................................... 3
John McIver ............................................ 3
Wes Rozan ............................................... 3
Frank & Holly Kunick ............................... 2
Mike & JianPing McKelvey ...................... 2
Miles Townsend-Robledo ........................ 2
Bill & Christina Winn ............................... 2
Bill Chandler ............................................ 1
Bruce Mather .......................................... 1
Christian Mooradian ............................... 1

December Anniversaries:
Phil & Francie Kish ................................ 40 
Tom & Alex Green ................................. 32
Brian Nao & Kathy Toy-Nao ................... 27
Ken & Josie Bush ................................... 20

William & Todd Houghton ..................... 19
James & Deanna Utsler ......................... 16
Jill & Jeff Brueckheimer ......................... 12
Phil & Sarah Kingham ............................ 11
Larry Webster ......................................... 8
Paul Eddleston ........................................ 6 
Keith & Kathy Knudsen ............................ 6
Skip & Christopher Kuhn ......................... 6
Rick & Beth Peterson .............................. 5
Brian & Diana Thorpe ............................. 5
Ryan Beekman ........................................ 4
Shawn Pierrel .......................................... 3
Kevin Allard ............................................. 1
Daniel Mazur ........................................... 1
Shelly Snyder ........................................... 1

Chris Callison
Canton, MI
2001 Red 911 C4

Peter Garvis
Brighton, MI
2018 718 Cayman

Jay Kukor
Dexter, MI
2017 Black Cayman S

Steffen Preg
Ann Arbor, MI
2003 Meridian 911 C4S

* Includes 319 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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FINN’S J M & J  
INSURANCE

ANN ARBOR  •  734.668.4050
FinnsIns.com

Furniture Row trademarks used with permission. “Martin Truex Jr.” is a registered trademark of Martin Truex Jr LLC d/b/a MTJ Motorsports.  
His name and/or likeness are used under license by MTJ Motorsports. Toyota trademarks used with permission. Bass Pro Shops® is a 
registered trademark of Bass Pro Intellectual Property, L.L.C. Tracker® is a registered trademark of Tracker Marine, L.L.C. 5-HOUR ENERGY 
and the Running Man Designs are registered trademarks.

You might not race in the Cup  
series, but if you’re a great  

driver, you need great insurance.

MARTIN TRUEX JR
2017 NASCAR Cup Series Champion™

Great driver,  
great insurance.
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Almost 80 RSR members participated in our Annual Color 
Tour drive on October 13.  This year a couple people from 
the Maumee Valley Region, and our Zone 4 Representative, 
were able to join us.  Al Utter and Joanne and Doug Ash 
distributed our driving route instructions and ensured that 
all participants signed our insurance waivers.  
 After everyone got reacquainted, we left Pinckney about 
10:30 AM.  The Fall colors were just beginning to break 
through and the sunny weather produced outstanding driv-

ing conditions.  Our route wound through some curvy roads 
near Hell, Gregory, Howell, Chilson, Hamburg, and Pinck-
ney.  Following one and a half hours of spirited driving, we 
stopped for lunch at the Zukey Lake Tavern.  They had not 
only prepared a customized menu for us, but also allowed 
us to select from their full menu.  Talking with some mem-
bers after lunch indicated that they thoroughly enjoyed 
both the drive and the lunch.      

2018 Fall Color Tour
 Story by host Stewart Free photos by Wes Nardoni & Burghard Linn

Above left and above -- proof it just as much 
about the people as it is the cars

President Tim Pott brought former member, 
now deceased, John Melvin’s highly modified 
and supercharged early 911.

Far left, Richard Zarbo and Cheryl O’Mara 
demonstrated hardiness when they arrived 
at the drive.  Note that by the drive, above, 
they had succumbed to the cool temps. 
Regardless of temps, it was a sunny glorious 
fall day!

Member Frank Burger debuted his 
beautiful new Beck 904 replica.



Classic in the making. 
At Porsche of Ann Arbor, your air-cooled Porsche is in good hands.

Meet Danny Young
Porsche Gold Meister Technician

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State St. 
PorscheAnnArbor.com

PREMIER
Porsche Dealer

Porsche Club member and veteran technician Danny Young has worked at Porsche of Ann 
Arbor for more than 27 years, and enjoys weekend autocross events in his Boxster S as well as 
coaching his son in racing. Danny’s love of air-cooled engines began when he learned to 
maintain his first car, an air-cooled '76 Volkswagen Beetle. Since then, he’s continually trained 
with the best to become a Gold Meister Technician. Let Danny handle your classic or 
air-cooled Porsche service for peace of mind that your car is in the hands of the best.
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Car Centric

Is your life car centric?  In other words does your life cen-
ter on cars?  You may say no but it is pretty hard not to be 
car centric in our fast paced and transportation dependent 
society.   When I was growing up we had the family station 
wagon which my father drove every day to work.   We lived 
in a suburb of Detroit and he worked near the down town 
area.  The suburb was near Seven Mile Road meaning it was 
about seven miles from the down town area.  Walking was 
a large part of growing up for me.  We walked to schools, 
Elementary, Middle and High school all which were about 
twenty minutes away.   Riding a bike to school was a luxu-
ry not many kids had.  We walked to church which was ten 
minutes away.  The grocery store was only ten minutes walk 
as was the bakery and drug store, the hardware store and 
dry cleaners.  Even the funeral home was two blocks away.  
On our nearest corner of Morang and Duchess was a gas 
station, the drive in restaurant and the car dealership that 
sold Studebakers.  The shopping center was about a twenty 
minute walk but it included the movie theater (that would 
also be my first job) the five and dime store and a clothing 
store.   If something was a bit too far to walk to, the bus ser-
vice stopped right at our corner and was only a quarter for a 
ride and ten cents more to transfer to another bus for longer 
rides.  For really long cross town rides such as to our dentist 
the bus ride could transfer to the trolley car, all for less than 
a dollar round trip.   But it was still the car that defined our 
mobility and took us on long and slow rides to Waynesboro, 
Mississippi each summer to visit our Grandmother.  Car rides 
took us to the Ford Rotunda which was my version of Disney 
Land because it was the big Ford exhibition of new cars and 
future cars and the test track rides in their latest cars.  That 
was where I had my first ride in an Edsel station wagon that 
I nearly begged my father to buy for us.   My older brother 
made us a two car family with his daring purchase of a VW 
Beetle.  When I went off to Wayne State University it was an 
hour bus ride each way until I bought my brother’s VW and 
he bought his first used Mercedes making us a three car fam-
ily.  Finally walking became a much less used option and we 
were truly car centric.
 When we grew up a trip to down town Detroit was still an 
adventure with what we thought were sky scrapers and the 
height of big time society.  Besides big shopping stores like 
Crowleys and Hudsons there were several big movie theaters 
and Ford Symphony Hall.  We went to Tiger Baseball and 
Lions Football games at Briggs Stadium and Red Wing and 

Piston games at Olympia Stadium.   My father would proudly 
point out the old City Hall where my grandfather and great 
grandfather had worked as stone masons adding the ornate 
stone edifice.   Detroit clung to its roots with the occasional 
brick street and the huge Firestone Tire plant was right at 
the foot of the bridge to Belle Isle.  My first job was with 
Blue Cross, still separate from Blue Shield and in the Jefferson 
Avenue Building which had been converted from the Ferry 
Seed Plant that my father knew.   My father was a big railroad 
fan and would sneak me off on adventures to walk through 
the Grand Trunk Western roundhouse near the Ambassador 
Bridge and to watch the train ferry boats cross the river.  We 
watched the passenger trains depart the massive terminal 
station to destinations I only dreamed about.  Airplanes fly-
ing over my grandfather’s house near Detroit City Airport 
might as well have been space ships I could never hope to 
ever ride.  The story that impressed me the most was how my 
father lost the tip of a finger when the horse drawn wagon 
he was riding with grandfather driving was hit by a trolley 
car.   Imagine that same man growing up to see men walk-
ing on the moon and he had almost lost his life on a horse 
drawn wagon!  Even his grandfather’s world would become 
car centric, though my father would be the first person in his 
family to own a car.  My father had to teach himself how to 
drive and maintain the car.
 Today I live near Eighteen Mile Road which seems far 
further than 18 miles from down town Detroit.  I am most 
certainly car centric since virtually every day involves travel-
ing by car somewhere.   There are no stores, churches, or 
whatever in walking distance.  A bit of a hike will take me to 
the Clinton Township Library and the Civic Center township 
offices and courthouse.   There are nearby schools but school 
busses ply the streets every weekday and no child walks 
more than to the nearest street corner.  There are lots of strip 
malls and two major shopping centers but no one walks to 
them and they aren’t that accessible even by bus.  So now 
we have major traffic roads and major traffic jams every day 
of the week.   We can’t imagine being without our car and in 
fact multiple cars per family.  Our lives are a series of car trips 
for every family, social and business function.  Take away our 
cars and we become helpless, isolated, and separated from 
our world.   Regardless of predictions of change it will remain 
that way in my lifetime and my child’s lifetime, a car centric 
world.  I bet your car centric story is not that far different 
from my own?

Tom Fielitz

Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz 



14

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

season's greetings
from munk's motors 

Wheels while your car heals! Free rental car for RSR Members; call for details.
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As our summer winds down, the driving events just keep 
on keepin’ on.  Several of our members participated in the 
Club Race at Road America, hosted by the PCA Chicago Re-
gion over Labor Day, some had picnics and tours.  I was in 
Indy at my nephews wedding – No I didn’t pick the date!   
I traveled south to join the Michiana Region President, 

Murray Bartel 
and his wife Pen-
ny, for the Friday 
Drive to Warsaw 
event on Sep-
tember 7th.  We 
had over a dozen 
cars, despite the 
misty weather, 
and enjoyed local 
musicians and a 
wonderful din-
ner.  Several folks 
drove over from 

Ft Wayne area Central Indiana Region to join in the festivi-
ties.  
 On the following evening, September 8th, I was back in 
Michigan.  The Southeast Michigan Region celebrated their 
60th Anniversary as a region at the Inn at St John’s.  What 
a wonderful, elegant evening – thanks mostly to Patti Door 
and her team.  There was a wonderful display of several 
Porsches out front, let alone the parking lot full of nearly 

every Porsche on the 
road. President Marc 
Molzon welcomed the 
crowd of over 150 with 
kind words for the 
members and sponsors.  
Vice President Gretus 
Hoogestraat welcomed 
me to the podium to say 
a few words after our 

guest speaker -Kim Wolfkill, Editor of Road & Track Maga-
zine. 

 The following weekend I stopped in at the Mid-Ohio 
Region DE at - where else – Mid Ohio (see photo above).  
I was on my way to Eastern Buckeye Region’s Poker Run 
on Saturday followed by a dinner at a Classic Diner.  Over 
25 Porsches participated in the spectacular drive through 
the small towns and coun-
try roads of eastern Ohio.  
Cheryl Krum did a fabulous 
job planning the route, 
keeping the group together 
for the complete tour, and 
incredible door prizes at 
the dinner.   I love when 
these events draw mem-
bers from neighboring re-
gions – great to see North-
ern Ohio members at both 
of these events.  
My next step was Renns-
port, more next month on 
that fun on the left coast 
with several from Zone 4 
and across PCA. 
Lori 

Around The Zone
By Lori Schutz
Zone 4 Representative

Lori Schutz with Grid Marshal Bill Stevens, 
Photo Bomb courtesy of Kevin Hennessy  Photo 
by Chip Henderson

MIchana registration with Don Dosmann, 
Lori Schutz, Murray Bartel, Brad Fishburn, 
and seated is Pat Heller and Beverly Dos-
mann.

Eastern Buckeye Poker Run 
Photo by Kelly Bernstein

Gretus Hoogestraat with Lori Schutz
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EXPERT PORSCHE SERVICE 356 TO 991

3 DEDICATED PORSCHE TECHNICIANS

MORE THAN 100 YEARS COMBINED PORSCHE EXPERIENCE

SERVING RALLY SPORT REGION FROM THE VERY BEGINNING

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088 
www.arbormotion.com/rennstatt

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.

Briarwood Mall

State Street

669 State Circle
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Time With Tim returned after the summer break with a  
crowd of more than 30 people coming to enjoy President 
Tim Pott, aided by Automotive Techniques owner Jeff Jones 
to pass on snippets of his years of experience with our P-
cars.  Tim demonstrated how he recently solved a tricky “no 
start” repair on one of Automotive Techniques’ customer’s 
cars.  Tim shared the spotlight with Andrew Derminer who 
explained the evolution in crankcase vapor handling includ-
ing the current state of Air-Oil separators.  As usual everyone 
came away with at least one, “I didn’t know that!” moment.
 Barb Jones again laid out a brunch spread that made sure 
everyone found something to their liking.  It’s hard to figure 
how Jeff stays so skinny married to Barb.
 

Time With Tim will now take a break for the holiday season 
and return in January.  Plans are for the January event to  
move to RSR Member John Horner’s BMW Motorcycles of 
Southeast Michigan shop for a tour of the latest technology 
in the German manufacturer of premium bikes. See page 23 
for details.

Time With Tim
 Story by Mike O’Rear and photos by Members Stewart Free, Burghard Linn and Glenn Trapp

Automotive Techniques Owner and 
co-host Jeff Jones and wife Barb (Just 
a portion of Barb’s effort to make 
sure nobody went away hungary.)

Tim Pott showed off one of his 
recent engine rebuilds installed 
in what originally was a 1976 
Porsche 912, now fitted with a CIS 
3.0 liter engine.  The fully restored 
car was something to behold.

A “dynamic duo” of the Porsche 
World -- co-hosts Jeff Jones and 
RSR President Tim Pott.

Guest presenter, Andrew Derminer 
explaining the intricacies of Air-Oil 
separators.
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The 944 Chronicles
 By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

Winter Projects
The leaves are falling, the temperature is colder (some-
times), and the anticipatory smell of road salt is in the air.  
So, is it time to park the car, cover it up, and call it a season?  
Of course not.  Winter is the best time to work on the car 
without losing any prime drive or track time from the spring 
and summer driving seasons, and I don’t just mean regular 
maintenance.  Its time to upgrade, improve, or just plain 
change the things that bother you the most.  Just because 
it’s a Porsche does not mean it is inherently perfect as deliv-
ered.  944s are no exception.
 I’m not a purist when it comes to strictly preserving a car 
to its factory delivered condition.  If that makes me a heretic 
so be it, but frankly the 944 has some obvious areas that 
can benefit enormously from updates and improvements 
beyond normal maintenance related items. These are proj-
ects that not only bring the car more up to date but they 
are relatively inexpensive and don’t involve having to disas-
semble large portions of the car, while laying on your back 
on the cold concrete at night after work, while paying P-car 
prices for 944 specific parts.

Exterior Lighting
More Tail Lights!
I am not sure this is an update that many 944 owners have 
not already completed but they should.  For whatever rea-
son, Porsche did not bother to install bulbs to illuminate 
what are obviously an additional set of taillight lenses.  
There is even an inboard mounting location in each taillight 
assembly for the additional bulb.  This may seem to be a 
subtle or somewhat nitpicky modification but if you drive 
your 944 at night it vastly improves the ability of other driv-
ers to see you. Anything that can reduce the likelihood of 
an accidental “meeting” between your rear bumper and 
another vehicle is, in my estimation, well worth the effort.  
Besides, this update is really simple.  Only944.com sells a kit 
to make this modification but if you are comfortable strip-
ping and cutting wire to length and using crimp-on connec-
tors you can do it yourself for the cost of the bulbs.  I robbed 
some factory bulb sockets from a spare set of taillights and 
used those to mount the additional bulbs and give it a more 
factory finished appearance.  This winter I plan on experi-
menting with part store LED bulbs to see how much addi-
tional improvement in brightness and visibility I can get.

Updated Headlights
If you drive your 944 at night, replace the original sealed 
beam headlights with modern halogen bulbs or HID units.  
While this update is not an inexpensive project, it is fair-
ly simple, does not involve crawling under the car or into 
some inaccessible interior cavity, and is well worth the ef-
fort if you want to see Bambi out there while driving your 
944 at night. I installed standard/low wattage H4 units 
because they were compatible with the current capacity 
of the original headlamp wiring harness.  That being said, 
the bulb wattage you decide on is important. If you gotta 
have retina burning high output, high wattage headlights 
you should also source the appropriate relay adaptor kit 
to avoid overtaxing the current capacity of the original 30 
something year old wiring.  Remember, it’s not the mile-
age, it’s the age when it comes to updates like this. Lots of 
resources exist for this update and the internet is yet again 
your friend.

Interior
Gauge location
I have owned 944s for over 6 years and have never had an 
issue with the gauge arrangement until taking the brown 
car to Waterford Hills for the first time this year.  The tach is 
not in the right spot.  Well actually it is in the right spot, to 
the right, which is the wrong spot if you are trying to pay at-
tention to shift points while navigating Waterford Hills.  The 
speedometer is in the center which is really annoying on 
track.  The tachometer being off to the right instead of front 
of center makes it less than optimal for viewing when you 
are trying to keep eyes up at speed with only minimal eye 
movement to verify shift points.  
 My daily driver Mazda 3 is the same way, speedometer 
front and center, tach to the side, and I wasn’t at all an-
noyed by it until I took the car out for our September track 
day at Waterford and had no idea what the engine rpms 

Photos courtesy of Only944.com

(Continued  on page 21)
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CARS FOR SALE  

1973 Porsche 914 1.7: VIN :4732909088 96788 miles, Or-
ange with black interior, 
Mahle wheels. Very nice 
condition but not per-
fect, very nice driver car. 
Everything works except 

heater (no heater boxes). 
Original D-Jetronic injection, 1.7 liter engine. In last 500 
miles: All new brakes, all new injectors, new clutch, new 
front struts, new anti-roll bar bushings, new oil cooler, all 
engine sheet metal re-fastened, new pushrod tube bush-
ings. In heated inside storage (my workshop) for last 7 
years. $5000 or best offer. Contact George Lindquist, 
glindqui@umich.edu, 734-355-9724. (9/18)

2009 Ariel Atom: 4,500 miles, many upgrades, extra wheel 
w/ slicks, car cover, Lithium Battery w/ charger.  $55,000  
Tom Krueger 313-570-2223 (9/18)

2006 911 S Cabriolet (997):  54,443 miles, 6 speed manual, 
355 HP. Texas car. Gor-
geous all original ex-
tremely clean with no 
dings or chips.  Rare Car-
rara white with Cocoa full 
leather interior.  Addi-

tional Equipment: Paint matched center console, NAV, 
heated seats, 19” Carrera Classic wheels, Bose High End 
sound, power seat package, self-dimming mirrors and 
more.  Original sticker $104,710. Loaded with almost every 
option offered.  $41,999 Contact Chris Conlin at cconlin@
conlintravel.com or 734-477-6052 (07/18)

OTHER ITEMS

Simpson Bandit helmet: SA2015, size XXL. Predrilled for 
restraint system, comes with extra 
interior padding and helmet bag. 
Bought new last summer, only worn 
once at Grattan DE. As new in the 
box. $395.  Contact Jeff Uhlman 
MVR-PCA 419-260-8644 or mittle-
motor@gmail.com (04/18)

Four Hancook Ventus S1 Evo run-flat tires; 225/45-17, 
$180 obo. Also, 4 Dunlop SP Winter Sport 3D tires, 225/45-
17, $140. All tread depths about 5mm. Call Andy Sasyk or 
text 734-718-6432. (03/18)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call Clem 
Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/18) 

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

Rally Sport Region Will Never Use 
Email Blasts or Social Media  to 

Solicit Money from Members for 
non-RSR Events.

Recently our the PCA address info was used to send out 
a solicitation asking RSR members to support a heart 
tugging cause.  It was a fake!  PCA is attempting to 
prevent repeats in the future.  Nevertheless, know that 
we will never solicit you for funds to non-RSR events 
-- Never!
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were when I was shifting. I’m sure not everyone will agree 
with me but then not everyone gets to drive my car.  I want 
it to be something like this, but without the dash crack and 
with the tach reoriented so 5500rpm is straight up (any 
RPM past that is just noise.)

 A few 944 owners on the internet seem to agree with me 
and have documented switching the positions of the tach 
and speedometer in their instrument clusters.  This is actu-
ally a no cost modification and is what I think should have 
been the factory original gauge configuration from Neckar-
sulm. While this update may involve a cut and file modifica-
tion to the IP to allow the speedometer drive cable to reach 
to the revised gauge location, it’s worth it and  the available 
internet tutorial is easy to follow and well-illustrated.  Suc-
cess should not be difficult.

Gauge Lighting
If you have ever driven an early 944 at night you know ex-
actly what I mean.  The gauge lighting was clearly devel-
oped in cooperation with Lucas the LBC (Little British Car) 
Lord of Darkness.  Not only is it dim but the contrast be-
tween the background and the yellow markings makes one 
question whether or not some weird quantum polarization 
phenomenon is occurring between the gauge bulbs and the 
domed shaped clear plastic lenses covering the gauges. The 
visibility is just plain dreadful.  My plan, based on extensive 
internet research and one or two adult beverages, is LED 
bulbs.  Different enthusiasts’ blogs and websites claim this 
to be an acceptable update which vastly improves the abil-
ity to see the gauges at night. The down side is of course 
having to take the IP apart but I’m already doing that to 
move the gauges around so why not a twofer while I’m in 
there.
 So, do not let your 944 (or other really fun summer only 
car) sit idly, although contentedly, under a cover for the 
winter.  Update it, improve it, change the stuff that bothers 
you the most and if you can’t find a tutorial on the interweb 
that tells you how to change what you think needs changing 
figure it out for yourself then post it somewhere like Renn-
list for the rest of us to enjoy.  

(944 Chronicles from page 19)

Original

Not so Original
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Rally Sport Region -- 2018 Election Ballot

The Candidates are:
Charlie Brown, III
Having rejoined PCA three years ago I’m seeking my first 
PCA Board position in a few decades. I was a Board mem-
ber and Enthusiast of the Year in SEM back in the early-80s. 
And their representative (along with the Alfa Romeo club) 
for the Detroit Council of Sports Car Club (autocross orga-
nizer in The D). I bought my first Porsche, a ’64 C Coupe in 
1974, which I owned for 42 years until selling it two years 
ago to buy back my ’58 356A Coupe. Have had a Convertible 
D and a 911 along the way. ‘Been interested in cars most 
of my life, but got hooked when my junior high guidance 
counsellor gave me a ride home in his silver over red split-
window ’63 Corvette! ‘Don’t remember his name, but his 
car …? I learned to drive in my Dad’s ’62 VW Beetle. ‘Wish 
I’d known as much about flat-4 engines then as I’ve learned 
doing 356 engine rebuilds — would have been useful when 
I blowed’r’up on the Interstate.
 I’ve spent 40+ years working for three of the Big Four 
auto companies; primarily Chrysler where I spent 23 of my 
31 years working on Viper, Hellcat & Demon engine design. 
Highlight there: driving a half-dozen laps at Nürburgring 
Nordschleife during the 1996 Viper Coupe’s long lead press 
preview.
 I’ve totally enjoyed instructing at the RSP HPDEs the 
past two years — my way of giving back. And I see being on 
the Board as another opportunity to give back to the club. 
While I’d love to see some younger blood on the Board this 
old dog still some good ideas to contribute.

Tom Green
I have been a Porsche owner and member of PCA since 
1986. I was Track Chairman for SMR from 1988-1994 and 
have been a DE Instructor since 1989. I was instrumental 
in forming RSR in 1996 and have been involved in many 
capacities, including Vice President, Board Member and 

Events Committee. I enjoy Porsches, especially at speed on 
the track. I reside in Whitmore Lake with my fiancé Laura 
and son Alex, who is also an avid track junkie.

Jeremy Goddard
In my formative years, I was a fan of Italian makes and was 
lucky enough to have had a great experience running Alfas 
and a couple of very fine older Ferraris. Living in Stuttgart 
for three years I drank the -German-engineering Kool-Aid, 
and have been espoused to German brands ever since: 
Mercedes-Benz, BMW and Porsche. I enjoyed Porsche com-
pany cars while working for Porsche Engineering from 2004-
06 and joined the PCA in 2004; note that I transferred from 
the SEM (I live in Rochester) to the RSR almost immediately.
Karen and I took a 2006 Boxster S for a 5,000 mile camp-
ing trip through the American West which we wrote about 
excitedly in an article published in the February 2012 Pan-
orama. I have contributed frequently to the BahnStormer 
since that time, and try faithfully to attend the monthly club 
meetings and other RSR events. I’m proud to be a part of 
this great group and would love to continue to serve as a 
Board Member.

Kevin Kral 
Thank you all for consideration to be re-elected to the 
board. Over the eight years I have been a member, the last 
two as a board member have been the best by far. This is a 
very welcoming group of people that share an amazing pas-
sion for their cars and being part of this region. I have been 
a Porsche owner as long as I have been driving and cannot 
fathom a time when I will not own one of these beautify 
machines. In the coming years, I look forward to seeing ev-
eryone out at the numerous events that we have and am 
excited to be hosting events this year and in the future. 
Thank you again for your consideration and confidence

Method Address Due

Snail Mail Mary Ann Kantrow
557 North Territorial Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Postmarked by
10/27

Email secretary@rsrpca.org 11/30

In person Annual General Meeting 12/4

Three board positions are up for election this year. Each member and their affiliate may vote. Please return your ballot by 
using one of the following methods:
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Phil Mather
I have been a member with RSR since 2009 after meeting 
Christian and Valerie at the Rolling Sculpture Car Show. I be-
gan instructing in 2010 and have enjoyed sharing my knowl-
edge with students for the last eight years. I am currently 
the Assistant Chief Driving Instructor and Co-track chair. I 

am an automotive suspension engineer by day, husband, 
and dad to a one-year old daughter the rest of the time. I 
feel that serving on the club board will allow me to expand 
my involvement to the club in more areas and share my 
knowledge in other ways.
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Kevin Kral joined RSR while in college at Kettering University.  Now graduated, 
married with two infants, and fully employed, Kevin still has time to devote to our 
club.  He is presently a Board Member of our club and he hosted the club’s July 
drive to Stahl’s Museum and Port Huron.

3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248-335-5424

Vintage Munk’s
Service & Restoration

Stop by
anytime
and see
what’s
in our

lot!
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, October 10, 2018

Tim Pott:  President ................................................Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President ...................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present 
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ................................Present
Mike O’Rear ...........................................................Present
Kevin Kral ................................................................Absent

Jim Dowty:  Insurance Chair ...................................Present
Christian Maloof .....................................................Absent
Dan Kantrow ..........................................................Present
Jeremy Goddard ......................................................Absent
William Rogers ........................................................Absent
 

Members & Visitor Present: Charlie Brown III, John McIver, 
Jon Heidorn, Dru Huber, Matt Huber, Greg Mercier, Mike 
Wenners, David Finch, Gary Hibler, Rich Chang, Peter Mac-
Farlane, Jessica MacFarlane, Don Darnell, Shawn Pierrel, 
Tim Boertman and Patrick Grace.

Call to Order:  Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 
7:08PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

President’s Report: Tim discussed our meetings at Karl’s.  
This year we moved our meetings due to conflicts in the 
schedule.  We discussed other venues.  Rich Chang suggest-
ed that we get a sponsor to pay for the room or offer Karl’s 
Cabin advertising in our newsletter to lock in the room. Tim 
will discuss with Phyllis.

Meeting Minutes: September meeting minutes were re-
viewed.  Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the Septem-
ber Report. Motion: To approve financial report passed
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any 
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn 
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Insurance Report: Jim Dowty has certificates for all our 
drive events.

Advertising Report: No report.

Membership:  Burghard reported that the club member-
ship is up to 317 members.  

Track Report:   Rich Chang stated that the season had very 
good attendance and he thanked everyone for all the help.  
Tim acknowledge Rich’s efforts as registrar.

Newsletter:  Mike O’Rear set the deadline for content on 5 
or 12-Nov. He is combining the November and December 

newsletters.  Tim also acknowledged all of Mike’s efforts 
with the newsletter. 

Website:  No report

Events Committee:  Dru and Matt Huber reviewed the fol-
lowing list of events. 

● Oct 13:  Annual RSR Color Tour, Hosts:  Stuart and Sally 
Free

● Oct 27:  Time with Tim
● Nov 4:  Polar Bear Run, Host: Sebastian Gaeta
● Dec 1:  Holiday light at Meadowbrook Hall RSVP by No-

vember 23, Host: Jessica MacFarlane
● Dec 8:  Holiday Party at Germain

New Business:  
• Election news.  The VP (Peter Grant) started a new term 

when he took the VP position according to the by-laws 
and his position is not up for re-election.  Therefore, the 
ballot should have a choice of two candidates.

• Tim discussed the Holiday Party charity and wanted to 
verify with the board if we should continue to support 
Motts Hospital.  Motion:  To stay with Motts Hospital as 
the charity for the Holiday party passed.

• Burghard and others added B-17 flight pictures to a fold-
er using SmugMug.  The board discussed if the use of the 
service for event pictures.  Motion:  To open a SmugMug 
account passed.

Old Business:  November meeting is Wednesday (7th) and 
December is back to Tuesday (4th)

Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
8:01PM. 
Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary
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It seems fitting that on the day I pen my Holiday article for 
the Bahn Stormer, we all woke up to an early Winter Won-
derland. Holy cow! It’s not even the middle of November 
yet, the trees still have half their leaves hanging (precari-
ously) from their branches, and the half that have fallen 
still litter the yard. Raking leaves up in the snow? Doesn’t 
that sound like fun! Not. At least for the moment you can’t 
see them…they’re buried under the snow. But is it the Holi-
day season after all. Next week is Thanksgiving, and then 
things slide very quickly down the slippery slope to Christ-
mas and then the New Year. Next stop, 2019…and that’s 
gonna be here before you know it! Don’t let the door hit 
you on the way out!
 Of course, this all points to the fact that winter is here…a 
bit early perhaps…but here nonetheless. And that means if 
we don’t already have our cars tucked away for their winter 
nap, we’d better hurry up and get it done. But not all of 
us put our beloved “P” cars to bed for the winter…keeping 
them primed and ready to go every time the winter roads 
are clear enough to venture out. A few have the special 
luxury of using their cars as daily drivers, which means they 
do the duty in any weather, including snow (and salt!)…
nothing like having an all-wheel drive rocket sled in the 
slippery stuff! And still others of us clear a space in the ga-
rage (which often means kicking the daily drivers out onto 
the driveway), fire up the kerosene heater, and start a list 
of “go fast” projects that have accumulated over the sum-
mer months............That would be me!
 If you remember my ramblings from a couple of win-
ters ago, I took on the task of doing the top end on my 
’85 911. The only thing that project didn’t turn into was 
splitting the case. Mission creep was the guiding mantra 
as decisions were made along the lines of “as long as we 
have it apart”…and we all know how that story goes. The 
good news is that it runs like a top, uses absolutely no oil 
(first air cooled car I’ve owned that I can say that about), 
and a recent leak down to check how well the valves had 
seated indicated that the job was well done…effectively 
1-2% across the board. And since prior to that winter I’d al-
ready gone through the HVAC systems and other nit-picky 
things to ensure that literally everything worked, I felt very 
comfortable putting her to bed for the winter with fresh oil 
and 45PSI in the tires. That’s all good.
 Not so much with the track car. I had a full track season 
with the 944 after having the timing belt and brake hoses 
done before the season started. The stock single piston 

front calipers worked OK, but the left one insisted on stick-
ing when it got hot in spite of my efforts to loosen it up 
between track days. I could just get a replacement caliper, 
but am more fond of 4 piston binders for the front at least. 
I quickly learned that putting the turbo front brakes on a 
non-turbo 944 was a massive and expensive project involv-
ing changing a lot of parts in addition to the calipers. But 
the internet is a wonderful thing, and Santa found a set of 
bolt-on Wilwood calipers built expressly for this purpose. 
Yea Christmas! And then there’s the issue of the leaking 
pan gasket. After consulting with our illustrious President 
about the issues surrounding that job, I decided mission 
creep was not going to take me that far (check back with 
me later on that) as it is apparently a terrible job and I 
could wind up with a new gasket that leaks worse than the 
one that’s on there. It’s a track car for crying out loud…let it 
leak. HOWEVER, I was told that my motor mounts are sadly 
deflated and in need of replacement, so they are definitely 
on the “to do” list. Since this will require getting the sub-
frame out of the way, we’ll see how well I stick to my “no 
mission creep” mantra since doing the pan gasket has the 
same requirement.
 I will re-install the passenger seat now that with enough 
practice I’ve learned that I can fit all 4 track wheels/tires in 
the back of the car without imposing on the forward cabin 
space. I’ll need a new 6-point harness and some hardware, 
but being able to take one of our venerable instructors out 
with me for some serious learning will be well worth that 
investment. Santa…are you listening? 6-point Hans com-
patible. Details to follow.
 By the time you all read this, you’re probably wishing 
you hadn’t had the second or third helping of turkey and 
stuffing, but the holidays only come once a year…a fact our 
wallets and beltlines are very thankful for. But I wish you 
all a very happy Holiday Season, whether it be Christmas, 
Hanukah, Kwanza, or whatever. Be happy, be joyful, and be 
thankful. Life is good.

See you at the track!
 
 

From the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant
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