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Editor’s Note: These are the folks who print our newsletter.

Rally Sport Region Will Never Use 
Email Blasts or Social Media  to 

Solicit Money from Members for 
non-RSR Events.

Recently our the PCA address info was used to send out 
a solicitation asking RSR members to support a heart 
tugging cause.  It was a fake!  PCA is attempting to 
prevent repeats in the future.  Nevertheless, know that 
we will never solicit you for funds to non-RSR events 
-- Never!
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On the Grid
 By RSR President Tim Pott 

I have to realize that what I do for a 
living is very different from most readers 
of my rantings.  I don’t expect you guys 
and gals to understand my world and I’m 
sure I don’t understand the challenges of 
your professional lives as well.  Many of 
you tinker around in my world a bit  and 
I fully understand that part of the joy of 
ownership is learning about the cars we 

have come to love and cherish.  Just as it is easy for me to only 
see the glamorous side of your professions, I often think that 
many non-mechanics only see the good side of my job.  I think 
it is time for me to set some records straight with regards to 
some of the more challenging aspects of my life with cars. 
 Let’s start with the hands, shall we?  Nevermind arthritic 
thumbs, just keeping my hands clean at the end of each day is 
a major chore.  I’m not all that fastidious, and some mundane 
chores, like washing my hands, I tend to find boring.  I start 
out with the best intentions, scrubbing away but always seem 
to stop before all the grease is completely purged from the 
cracks, pores and fingernails.  Then, when I put down my 
burger at lunch I notice a faint, dark outline of one of my 
digits on my hamburger bun.  This leaves me to wonder why 
I’m not washing my hands with saturated fats as that seems 
to be the only thing that dissolves the last traces of grease 
from my pores.  Following this line of thought then leaves me 
to wonder just how much petroleum product I’ve ingested in 
the course of my life; perhaps a quart or the better part of a 
gallon?  Gah!
 Do you love the smell of gasoline?  I do, especially 
race gas...really.  And it’s a good thing too because it is an 
odiferous essence that really lasts, at least until you have 
the opportunity to go home and steam it out of your body 
in a shower.  There’s nothing quite like going to work in the 
morning all clean and fresh and finding out that your first 
job entails something close to bathing in highly refined fuel.  
Opening up a fuel line, draining a gas tank or replacing a fuel 
filter often is done with the car overhead.  You must learn 
to work quickly in these situations as gas is very thin and 
can creep down your arms into your armpits at an alarming 
rate!  While 93 octane fuel may function as an effective 
deodorant, it can have a bit of a nasty side effect of leaving 
your pits a bit on the raw side.  I strongly recommend not 
even contemplating the event of a spark in your vicinity 
while performing such exciting work as replacing a fuel filter 
or fuel tank; it is just too frightening to consider.  Keeping 
a fire extinguisher close at hand is a good practice but the 
likelihood is that one might just flail about hysterically if their 

upper body ignites like a tiki torch. 
 If you have the opportunity to look closely at the top of 
my head (I realize many of you are dying for this opportunity), 
you will see that I have experimented with the ancient method 
of tattooing using sharp objects and soot.  Most vehicles now 
have a flexible section in them that have been covered with 
a sort of steel fabric mesh.  When these sections of exhaust 
finally rot and break, it often hangs down under the car and 
becomes covered in soot.  Walking under a car with just such 
a broken pipe resulted in me jamming some of that steel 
fabric into my scalp...voila!  I’m now permanently tattooed 
with a nifty criss-cross pattern of stainless steel fabric.  It 
might be easy to see now as my hair in that region continues 
to thin.  From time to time, I ask my wife Barb to see if it is still 
there or if it has faded.  Just like with artistic tattoos, this one 
may need to be freshened up a bit and probably will be.
 Ever lose a cherished pet with not trace of where they 
might have gone?  I’ll bet you never looked on top of your 
transmission!  Sometimes reaching up into the confined 
and tight spaces reveals little known resolutions to just such 
mysteries.  Countless petrified critters have been discovered 
in some of the nether regions of various German vehicles, 
always a surprise and always very gross.  Other items I’ve 
stumbled across include but are not limited to: guns, drugs, 
various contraceptive devices and other items way too 
sensitive to even mention in a family publication such as this 
one.  Not to worry, I’ve taken the official mechanic’s oath 
of confidentiality.  What is found in automotive nooks and 
crannies, stays there and are not revealed to anyone.
 These are just some of the challenges I face in my job; 
there are many more and many of them are not of a physical 
nature.  How we confront and conquer work challenges 
is what defines us and makes us better; they are also what 
keeps work interesting and new.  Please don’t think for even 
a brief moment that any of the above described challenges in 
any way represent a level of disdain for my profession.  I feel 
privileged to go to work every day to maitain, modify and in 
some way make these beautiful cars better.  
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Soar with RSR  

 Sunday October 14th 
 

Hosts:  Dave Finch & Peter Grant 
Head Chef:  Arnie Spieker 

 

    
 

Join us for a scenic drive to Richmond Field in 
Gregory, MI for an RSR sponsored Picnic Lunch 

 
Watch the Sailplanes While You Picnic! 

 
! Meet at McDonalds, Zeeb Rd. & I-94, at 10 AM 
! Bring Snacks or Dish to Pass and Lawn Chairs 
! A mystery chef will be grilling burgers! 
! Bring $75 CASH per person (just in case!)  
! RSVP Dave Finch dfinch@raetech.com or Peter Grant 

pgrant@speakeasy.net 
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RSR Calendar of Events
October 3 (Wed.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 

Cabin, Plymouth (A change!)

October 13 (Sat.) 10:00 AM:  Fall Color Tour -- Hosts 
Stewart and Sally Free (see ad below)

October 14 (Sun.) 10:00 AM:  Soar with RSR -- Hosts 
Dave Finch and Peter Grant (see ad on facing page)

October 27 (Sat.):  Time With Tim returns -- Automo-
tive Techniques -- Hosts Jeff Jones & Tim Pott (see ad 
page 10)

November 3 (Sat.):  Polar Bear Run -- Host: Sebastian 
Gaeta

November 7 (Wed.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth (A change!)

December 1 (Sat.) 4:30 PM:  Holiday Lights and Winter 
Nights Self-Guided Tour at Meadow Brook Hall ($12/
person) -- Hosts Jessica & Peter McFarland (see ad on 
page 10)

December 4 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

December 8 (Sat.):  Holiday Party -- Porsche of Ann Ar-
bor - Host President Tim Pott

Be sure to note that the Rally Sport Region Board/Member meetings for October and 
November will be on Wednesday of those months -- not the first Tuesday.  Normal 
“first Tuesday” meetings are expected to resume in December.
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty

Rd.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.



9

Current Membership 511*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Member

Keith & Michael Blake ........................45
Dave & Mary Gingrich ........................42
Roger Sachs ........................................29
David Finch .........................................24
Don & Kristin Darnell .........................17
Paul & Harry Grusche .........................13
Howard & Kim Albin .............................9
Carl & Mary Burton ..............................8

Doug & Susan Weber ...........................7
Manny & Nancy Barbosa .....................5 
John & Kelly Shoemake ........................3
Curtis & Diana Yanoski .........................3
Manuel & Ruth Tenorio-Rios ................2
Serhat Unsal .........................................2
Stephen & Diane Salata .......................1

Bill Buie
Saline, MI
2013 Silver Boxster S

* Includes 318 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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Seventeen instructors and 35 students showed up on Sep-
tember 11 for the final High Performance Driving School of 
the 2018 season.  The weather was perfect with clear skies 
and cool temps.  It makes it hard to put the track gear away 
for the season.
  As has been the case all year many people come togeth-
er to make these events happen.  Chief Instructor Christian 
Maloof and Asst. Instructor Phil Mather assembled a great 
group of certified instructors able to really teach perfor-
mance driving in a fun and safe manner.  Eric Gideon and 

Porsche of Ann Arbor provided breakfast coffee and bagels 
while Sue Sarin and Arnie Spieker provided water and soft 
drinks.  Track Registrar Tom Krueger coordinated the ad-
vanced registration process and Rich Chang ably manned 
the morning sign-in.
 Just days after this event a total repaving of the Wa-
terford Hills track began.  It will be interesting to see the 
changes this will bring to driving next year.

Kevin Kral in his 1987 944
Puneet Manchanda brought his 2007 Cayman

The hardest working person at the 
track on DE morning -- Rich Chang Frank Burger helps Tonya Kneff 

Chang change wheels on her Mazda.

Sigbjorn Kristiansen in his 2005 911 Carrera S

Jean Howorth (show here) shared her car with hus-
band Stephen.

Howard Albin drove his 2006 911 Carrera S

RSR DE Season Concludes at Waterford Hills
 Story by Mike O’Rear, photos by Wes Nardoni & Burghard Linn
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Thanks to Arnie Spieker and Sue Sarin, friends who make many contributions to 
our club.  Their recent hosting of the “70th Anniversay of Porsche” party at Sue’s 
farm provided a wonderful opportunity for members to connect and reconnect.  
Chef Arnie turned out great fare on the grill.  Arnie regularly instructs students at 
RSR High Performance Driving events and Sue, when not driving, provides com-
pany and shelter (in her motor home) for many drivers.
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz 

Transplants 
The stories I have been hearing lately about engine swaps 
into Porsches seem to be getting wilder every day.   Porsche 
owners have been doing engine swaps going all the way 
back to the early 356 days.  It is often precipitated by some 
sort of engine failure.  That was the case with my early ex-
perience when my 356 C motor broke some piston rings.  
It only made sense to install a 1750 kit of big bore pistons 
and cylinders.  The beauty of Porsche was that parts could 
be so interchangeable.  That was even true of engine inter-
changeability of the later six cylinder models.   Dimension 
wise it was very easy to swap out a larger displacement six 
for a small displacement six.   My 914-6 GT received a 2.8 
RSR motor and my original 2.4 E motor got sold to make 
way for a 2.7 RS motor.  That is actually small displacement 
compared to the average 3.2 in many early 911s.  
 Things got more complicated in the water cooled era.  
Besides the obvious water plumbing, motor management 
computers changed with newer versions of six cylinder mo-
tors.  Swapping a water cooled motor became more difficult 
than air cooled motor swaps.   The big challenge became 
building the Porsche Boxster and Cayman that the factory 
wouldn’t by fixing the power deficiency of those early cars.   
Everyone believed those cars were sure Carrera beaters 
with a simple Carrera motor swap.   It wasn’t always simple 
since the motor sat in a different orientation and may or 
may not have mated to the original transmission and motor 
mounts.  But people are creative and determined and the 
swaps happened often and were widely publicized.   I don’t 
suppose all of that swapping influenced Porsche in any way 
to finally offer the Cayman GT4 with its 3.8 Carrera S motor?
 Engine failures with the early water cooled motor took 
the Porsche motor swap in a whole new direction.  It should 
come to no surprise that a factory replacement Porsche 
motor is a logistically and financially improbable solution to 
engine failures.   Porsche just isn’t into the business of crate 
motors as say General Motors is.  So many engine swaps 
take place every day in Corvettes and Camaros that GM has 
a very lucrative crate motor program at prices that should 
shame Porsche and every other manufacturer.  For prices 
less than half of a Porsche motor you can choose from 
mild to wild brand new Chevy motors complete with the 
necessary computers and wiring.   A total installation kit of 
hardware from Renegade Motors of Las Vegas will only cost 
$1,425 combined with 6.2 V8 $8,000 crate motor and you 
have a replacement for your puny 3 liter something Carrera 

motor with less weight and less maintenance headache.
 The early swaps I first saw were to replace the tiny 914 
four cylinder motors with Chevy V8s.  Then it became pop-
ular to swap 944 Turbos with a Chevy V8.  Again it was a 
simple swap with developed kit pieces resulting in a 944 
with more power and a lighter motor.   I’ve also seen the 
Chevy V8 swap in the 928.  Yes the 928 started out with 
a V8 but it is a heavy and complicated unit that requires 
expensive maintenance.  Finally there is the 996 Carrera en-
gine and catastrophic IMS bearing failures that really made 
popular the Renegade Motors engine swap business.  Too 
many owners had dead 996 cars that would be financially 
under water to replace the original motor.  For half the cost 
of a 996 motor Renegade was installing Chevy V8s.  Odd-
ly enough although the Chevy V8 swap happens in many 
other makes I have never heard of a Porsche engine being 
swapped into another model of car.  Other very popular V8 
installations are in the Mazda Miata and several 3 series 
BMWs as well as older models of Jaguar.
 That is not the end of the story though.   People with 
too much imagination, time and money are doing swaps 
nobody could have imagined.  Several stories are going 
around about 356 cars with big air cooled Carrera six mo-
tors in them.   Even crazier are the custom made four cyl-
inder motors based on air cooled six motors with two cyl-
inders lopped off.  There seems to be no bound of logic to 
what can be shoe horned into a Boxster or Cayman.  Subaru 
motors have been used but also all manner of other motors 
from straight six to V12.  All you have to say is that it can’t 
be done to motivate somebody to try it.  Who would have 
thought the old hot rod mentality would be alive and well 

in a Porsche?



Classic in the making. 
At Porsche of Ann Arbor, your air-cooled Porsche is in good hands.

Meet Danny Young
Porsche Gold Meister Technician

Porsche of Ann Arbor
2575 S. State St. 
PorscheAnnArbor.com

PREMIER
Porsche Dealer

Porsche Club member and veteran technician Danny Young has worked at Porsche of Ann 
Arbor for more than 27 years, and enjoys weekend autocross events in his Boxster S as well as 
coaching his son in racing. Danny’s love of air-cooled engines began when he learned to 
maintain his first car, an air-cooled '76 Volkswagen Beetle. Since then, he’s continually trained 
with the best to become a Gold Meister Technician. Let Danny handle your classic or 
air-cooled Porsche service for peace of mind that your car is in the hands of the best.
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Yankee Air Museum
 Story by host Peter Grant and photos by Charlie Brown, Stewart Free, Burghard Linn and Glenn Trapp

Mother Nature rolled out her best for an intrepid group of 
24 Porsche enthusiasts this past Sunday, September 23. Blue 
skies full of puffy white clouds and bright sunshine with tem-
peratures in the mid-60s made for a perfect early autumn 
day. This was the day for our visit to the Yankee Air Museum, 
and for half of us, the day we got to fly in a living piece of air-
craft history…one of five B-17 bombers worldwide that is still 
flying and still giving rides…providing a brief glimpse of what 
it was like for the flyboys of WW II who piloted these daunted 
aircraft out of England and over the Channel to bomb Ger-
many. And hopefully to return.
 ArborMotion hosted us and provided a terrific spread of 
coffee, bagels, and fruit for our 11:30 gathering. Thanks go 
to Sebastian and his assistant Beata (and her husband) who 
in Sebastian’s stead opened the place up and arranged the 
late-morning feast. Tim Pott, who actually drove his beauti-
ful green “butter dish”, kicked of the drivers meeting with a 
thanks to both ArborMotion and to all who turned out for

 this first-ever event. Peter Grant followed with a brief outline 
of the short tour through Saline and surrounding roads, fin-
ishing up at the Yankee Air Museum, where those not flying 
were treated to free admission to peruse the Museum while 
the “flyers” headed out across the airport to “Hanger One” 
for our pre-flight instructions and sign up.
` The rest, as they say, is history and the pictures tell the 
story of a terrific time with this magnificent bird…the Yan-
kee Lady. Special thanks to Dave Callanan and his Yankee Air 
Museum team for making us 
feel welcome and very special. 
Their patience while we parad-
ed out one-by-one to have our 
cars photographed in front of 
the B-17, and then their help in 
staging the group shot was both 
appreciated and very well done.  
 I think we should do this 
again next year…with the B-25!

Take Off

Host Peter GrantB-17 view of Ann Arbor and the Big HousePresident Tim Pott’s 
“Butterdish”

Beata (ArborMotion Fi-
nancial Controller) & Tim 

O’Brien who provided 
the launch brunch.

(More pictures on page 21)
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Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

It's time to say goodbye
to porch weather
...and Porsche weather. 
But before you do, call us
to schedule service
at a time when your car 
will be parked anyway.

924 928 944
The other Nines

3080 Huron St. (M-59)  Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com  248-681-8081

Munk's Motors
welcomes you to...

a 924/928/931/944/951/968 Tech Day
November 10th, 10 am to 4 pm
Do you own one of these “Other Nines”?
Find out how much fun you can have with it.
Projects TBD, and we welcome suggestions.
All Porsche lovers are welcome regardless
of model or club affiliation.
Lunch will be provided.
NO CHARGE

RSVP recommended to events@munks.com
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We are all having a great summer, and the month of Au-
gust was extremely active for Zone 4 events.  Our Porsches 
were out on the highways, byways and race tracks.  In early 
August, I attended the Belle Isle Park Advisory Committee 
meeting with the Michigan Department of Natural Resourc-
es, in a public comment session regarding the renewal of the 
contract to continue with the Detroit Grand Prix on Belle Isle.  
I took the chance to address the group on behalf of PCA, and 
our annual Car Corral, in support of the renewal.  I’m happy 
to report that the contract was renewed, and we will return 
to watch Indycars and IMSA with the Car Corral on Friday 
and Saturday, and the police escort from The Henry Hotel 
on Saturday morning.  Mark your calendars to join us May 
31 -June 1st.  Also, IMSA is returning to Mid Ohio May 3-5 – 
stay tuned for more information on the PorschePlatz details. 
    A highlight for me was the Mid Ohio HPDE event at the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway.  
As many of you know my his-
tory, I grew up in southern In-
diana, and have been attend-
ing the Indy 500 nearly every 
year since junior high, most 
of the time with my broth-
ers.  So the chance to actually 
drive the F1 course and cross 
the yard of bricks at speed in 
my Porsche was a bucket list 
item checked off for sure.  The 
Mid Ohio region was host to 
drivers from across Zone 4, 
and also several coming from 
the Niagara Falls region, and 
from Zone 13 – including PCA 
National Secretary Cindy Jaci-

sin.  A superb event over 3 days, orchestrated by a fantastic 
team of volunteers from registration, to tech, to black flag.  
The IMS infamous Yellow Shirts, corner workers, and safety 
teams ensured a smooth operation.  
 The following weekend, several of us from Zone 4 and 
also from Fox Valley Region from ‘over the top of the UP’ 
travelled to St. Ignace, MI for the Inaugural Porsches on the 
Mac event, hosted by Motorstadt Region.  I met up with a 

group from 
M a u m e e 
Valley Region 
in Grayling, 
and we took 
a 2-hour 
detour in 
canoes and 
kayaks down 
the Manistee 
River on our 
way up on 
Friday af-
t e r n o o n .  

On Saturday morning, nearly 100 
Porsches (and yes one Mustang 
and one Harley Davidson motor-
cycle) met at a parking lot to line 
up for our police escort across the 
Mackinaw Island Bridge.  The rest 
of the afternoon was spent tour-
ing the local area, and a People’s 
Choice show and tech quiz.  The 
St Ignace visitor’s bureau hosted a 
nice dinner gathering on the dock 
and fireworks.  Sunday we went 
various ways on a short, or long, 
drive home.  Please mark your cal-
endars to join us in August of 2020 
for the next Porsches on the Mac.  
I personally stopped in at the SEM 

Summer Picnic on my way home, with president Marc Mol-
zon.  While a busy summer at several DE events across Zone 
4, I finally had the chance to instruct at my home track of 
Waterford Hills Road Racing with Southeast Michigan Re-
gion.  Your DE officials will be gathering in October to make 
plans for 2019.  Happy Driving – enjoy the rest of the season, 
see you soon , Lori 

Around The Zone
By Lori Schutz
Zone 4 Representative

Lori Schutz entering the F1 Indy track through 
Gasoline Alley.  Notice our Zone 4 Banner.

Driver’s meeting with Don Dickman and Lori 
Schutz, gettinng ready to cross the Mackinac  
Bridge

Lori Schutz with her broth-
ers Mitchel and Michael 
with their Dad’s Chevelle 
under the Pagoda at IMS With Marc Molzon, 

SEM President
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EXPERT PORSCHE SERVICE 356 TO 991

3 DEDICATED PORSCHE TECHNICIANS

MORE THAN 100 YEARS COMBINED PORSCHE EXPERIENCE

SERVING RALLY SPORT REGION FROM THE VERY BEGINNING

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088 
www.arbormotion.com/rennstatt

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.

Briarwood Mall

State Street

669 State Circle
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For several years now I’ve had to store two of my beloved 
Porsches in an unheated gravel floored garage.  It is not a 
fitting place for these cars but a second garage on our pres-
ent property is not possible and moving is out of the ques-
tion.  Furthermore, the barn I rent is within in minutes of 
the house and super convenient for the constant swapping of 
cars during the “driving” months, plus it’s reasonably priced 
for winter storage.  So that’s where the cars have been stored 
and are going to stay.
 Obviously, the stories of mice and other vermin nest-
ing, and worse, chewing electrical lines in stored cars have 
caused me more than a little apprehension.  Even the fact 
that I store the cars in zippered bags does not ease my wor-
ries since any mouse could make short work of the bags if 
they wanted inside.
 Several years ago I stumbled into home-made mouse 
traps used by owners of cabins and cottages that were not 
heated in the winter.  Various versions are easily searched 
on the internet.  I’ve tried several of them over the years.  
Some worked well, some worked barely and some did not 
work at all.  Now after continuous improvement I think I’ve 
come close to perfection.  It may not be beautiful but it really 
works.  I thought I would share it with RSR members.
 Before describing the trap I should mention that there are 
more humane ways to kill a mouse.  A typical mouse snap 
trap is quick, and I imagine quite painless.  However, it has 
the significant disadvantage of having to be reloaded after 
each catch/kill.  Decon and other mouse poisons are also an 
alternative.  Death by poison, I suspect, is neither quick nor 
painless. In addition, in my experience the slow kill process 
doesn’t guarantee that they won’t do some damage before 
they croak.  The barn trap described here unfortunately kills 
mice by drowning.  I suspect that is somewhat like “water-
boarding” with the only advantage being it only happens 
once in the life of a mouse.  Drowning is far from instant but 
it is effective and therefore I try to avoid visualizing the little 
furry things swimming in a panic until they die.

The Trap
As you can see here the trap is a simple 5 gallon plastic pail 
that is commonly available in any home improvement store.  
While I prefer Home Depot for my home repair needs I think 
the blue of the Lowes bucket is so much classier.  To the pail is 
added a cheap plastic disposable dinner plate, drilled to allow 
installation of an axle.  The axle is fastened to the plate with 
epoxy glue.  Notice the axle is off center on the plate so that 
one side, the slightly longer side, of the plate always wants 
to hang down.  The bucket is drilled to accept the ends of the 

axle so the plate can spin 
freely in the bucket.  The 
bucket pictured is drilled 
for the axle to be 90 de-
grees  from the handle.  
I’ve since redrilled the 
bucket so that the axle is 
parallel but substantially 
above the bucket handle.
   Next a narrow plank is 
installed so mice can walk 
to  the top of bucket – 
they are not great jump-
ers.  On the end of the 
plank a 1” screw is started 
into the underside.  This 

prevents the stick from sliding off the bucket and as you can 
see in the diagram the plank, or the screw, holds the plate in 
a near horizontal position when at normal rest.
 Finally, spread a little peanut butter along the stick and 
a little more on the far side of the plate.  The object is to 

get the mouse to travel up 
the plank, then out onto 
the plate. Once the mouse 
steps on the far (and 
short) side of the plate, 
the plate rotates verti-
cally and drops the mouse 
into the bucket.  The plate 
then being free of the 
mouse will tip back and 
again come to rest on the 
end of the plank (or the 
screw) thereby resetting 
itself for the next mouse.
 
Recently I found that the 

plate sometimes rotates all the way over “center” and then 
comes to a rest vertically and therefore is unavailable for the 
next mouse.  My most recent improvement has been the in-
stallation of a “rotation restriction line.”  This is a piece of ny-
lon monofilament line that only allows the plate to rotate to 
just short of vertical – enough to dump the mouse but assur-
ing that the plate returns to rest on the plank.  Because tying 
monofilament line is a real pain, I drilled another hole in the 
edge of the plate near the point at which it rests when “set.” 
A small bolt and nut with  Gorilla glue anchors the mono

A Better Mouse Trap for the Storage Building
 Story by Mike O’Rear and photos by Editor Mike O’Rear

(continued on page 21)
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filament to the plate.  I 
drilled another small hole 
in the side of the bucket, 
just under the lip, and ran 
the monofilament line 
through the hole and then 
around another small bolt 
and nut – again with Gorilla 
glue.  Monofilament line 
works better than string, 
twine or light rope because 
it moves with virtually no 
friction.  The weight of both 
bolts allows more peanut 

butter to be added to the plate without causing it to tip verti-
cal and not rest in the reset position.   
    In the winter you need to fill the bucket with three or four 
inches of RV anti-freeze – NOT AUTOMOTIVE ANTI-FREEZE!!  
RV anti-freeze is not attractive to animals (e.g. dogs or cats 
nor is it as poisonous.)  Best of all it doesn’t freeze – which 
would make it hard to drown the mice.  It has the added ad-
vantage of preserving the mice, even if it turns warm.  This 
avoids the smell of death which can take the bloom off of 
checking the trap in the spring.  RV anti-freeze also doesn’t 
seem to evaporate nearly as fast as water so the gallon or so 
of anti-freeze lasts all winter – or longer. 

Alex Green and dad Tom man a gun.

Glenn Trapp and Charlie Brown going 
first class.

Francie Kish - note the ear protection -- it 
was loud during the flight.

(Picture from Yankee Air Museum article on page 15)

(continued from page 19)
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FINN’S J M & J  
INSURANCE

ANN ARBOR  •  734.668.4050
FinnsIns.com

Furniture Row trademarks used with permission. “Martin Truex Jr.” is a registered trademark of Martin Truex Jr LLC d/b/a MTJ Motorsports.  
His name and/or likeness are used under license by MTJ Motorsports. Toyota trademarks used with permission. Bass Pro Shops® is a 
registered trademark of Bass Pro Intellectual Property, L.L.C. Tracker® is a registered trademark of Tracker Marine, L.L.C. 5-HOUR ENERGY 
and the Running Man Designs are registered trademarks.

You might not race in the Cup  
series, but if you’re a great  

driver, you need great insurance.

MARTIN TRUEX JR
2017 NASCAR Cup Series Champion™

Great driver,  
great insurance.
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What’s it Worth?
 Apparently, I am an unrecoverable addict when it comes 
to Craigslist 944’s, or at least my friends have labeled me as 
such.  My primary 944 is temporarily down for the count 
in a pool of engine oil, the project red car is still waiting 
for its long overdue refresh, yet here I am patiently stalking 
one more 1983 Craigslist car I’ve been after since inspect-
ing it several months ago in mid-spring.   It’s right here in 
Temperance, in a storage unit, it’s in lovely cosmetic shape, 
pristine in fact, Guards Red with a black interior, no dash 
cracks, but the owner cannot get it to start.  The problem is 
he still wants top dollar for the car even though he can’t get 
it started, has not even driven it in several years, and has 
no idea as to the service history of the car. In the words of 
SCTV’s Count Floyd “Oooooh Scary Kids!”
 To me it’s a very well-kept $1,500 car.  Why $1,500, 
because it has zero service records, the wrong offset late 
model phone dial wheels (they don’t fit correctly without 
spacers and should not be driven on in that condition), fog 
lights that are held in place with treated lumber bezels (yes 
you read that right), and it just won’t start.  To the seller, 
it’s a $4,500 car that ran when parked several years ago, is 
appreciating in value regardless of condition (according to 
his internet muses), and which he is certain he can get start-
ed again with the help those same internet muses. Soooo, 
what we are left with is a disagreement on value, and the 
fact he lives primarily in Florida and only commutes back to 
Michigan on an infrequent basis.  His next Michigan trip will 
be in October at which point I’ve offered to take the car to 
John Jennens (my local Porsche muse) to have him provide 
an impartial determination of the root cause of the no start.  
 Now I’m not predatory if that’s what you are thinking, 
nor am I starting my own buy-em and flip-em for a profit 944 
business like all of the knuckleheads you see on TV (perhaps 
I should watch less TV).  I love early 944’s for their simplicity 
but I do know what it takes in both cost and effort to bring 
an undocumented 944, much less one that won’t start, up 
to daily driver status. So should you, especially when shop-
ping for a Craigslist 944. If you don’t, give me or some other 
944 owner a call, we can help you out.  I also have a pretty 
good understanding of what the insurable value of a 944 is 
once the car is back on the road.  Here is an example from 
the Hagerty Insurance website (as of Sept. 22, 2018):

  

   

   
 It’s a huge step from “Excellent” to “Good”, and while 
there may be a lot of really nice well preserved, low mile-
age early 944s out there that may meet that “Excellent” 

The 944 Chronicles
 By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

(Continued on page 27)

1984 944

1983 944
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Rally Sport Region -- 2018 Election Ballot

The Candidates are:
Charlie Brown, III
Having rejoined PCA three years ago I’m seeking my first 
PCA Board position in a few decades. I was a Board mem-
ber and Enthusiast of the Year in SEM back in the early-80s. 
And their representative (along with the Alfa Romeo club) 
for the Detroit Council of Sports Car Club (autocross orga-
nizer in The D). I bought my first Porsche, a ’64 C Coupe in 
1974, which I owned for 42 years until selling it two years 
ago to buy back my ’58 356A Coupe. Have had a Convertible 
D and a 911 along the way. ‘Been interested in cars most 
of my life, but got hooked when my junior high guidance 
counsellor gave me a ride home in his silver over red split-
window ’63 Corvette! ‘Don’t remember his name, but his 
car …? I learned to drive in my Dad’s ’62 VW Beetle. ‘Wish 
I’d known as much about flat-4 engines then as I’ve learned 
doing 356 engine rebuilds — would have been useful when 
I blowed’r’up on the Interstate.
 I’ve spent 40+ years working for three of the Big Four 
auto companies; primarily Chrysler where I spent 23 of my 
31 years working on Viper, Hellcat & Demon engine design. 
Highlight there: driving a half-dozen laps at Nürburgring 
Nordschleife during the 1996 Viper Coupe’s long lead press 
preview.
 I’ve totally enjoyed instructing at the RSP HPDEs the 
past two years — my way of giving back. And I see being on 
the Board as another opportunity to give back to the club. 
While I’d love to see some younger blood on the Board this 
old dog still some good ideas to contribute.

Tom Green
I have been a Porsche owner and member of PCA since 
1986. I was Track Chairman for SMR from 1988-1994 and 
have been a DE Instructor since 1989. I was instrumental 
in forming RSR in 1996 and have been involved in many 
capacities, including Vice President, Board Member and 

Events Committee. I enjoy Porsches, especially at speed on 
the track. I reside in Whitmore Lake with my fiancé Laura 
and son Alex, who is also an avid track junkie.

Jeremy Goddard
In my formative years, I was a fan of Italian makes and was 
lucky enough to have had a great experience running Alfas 
and a couple of very fine older Ferraris. Living in Stuttgart 
for three years I drank the -German-engineering Kool-Aid, 
and have been espoused to German brands ever since: 
Mercedes-Benz, BMW and Porsche. I enjoyed Porsche com-
pany cars while working for Porsche Engineering from 2004-
06 and joined the PCA in 2004; note that I transferred from 
the SEM (I live in Rochester) to the RSR almost immediately.
Karen and I took a 2006 Boxster S for a 5,000 mile camp-
ing trip through the American West which we wrote about 
excitedly in an article published in the February 2012 Pan-
orama. I have contributed frequently to the BahnStormer 
since that time, and try faithfully to attend the monthly club 
meetings and other RSR events. I’m proud to be a part of 
this great group and would love to continue to serve as a 
Board Member.

Kevin Kral 
Thank you all for consideration to be re-elected to the 
board. Over the eight years I have been a member, the last 
two as a board member have been the best by far. This is a 
very welcoming group of people that share an amazing pas-
sion for their cars and being part of this region. I have been 
a Porsche owner as long as I have been driving and cannot 
fathom a time when I will not own one of these beautify 
machines. In the coming years, I look forward to seeing ev-
eryone out at the numerous events that we have and am 
excited to be hosting events this year and in the future. 
Thank you again for your consideration and confidence

Method Address Due

Snail Mail Mary Ann Kantrow
557 North Territorial Rd.

Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Postmarked by
10/27

Email secretary@rsrpca.org 11/30

In person Annual General Meeting 12/4

Three board positions are up for election this year. Each member and their affiliate may vote. Please return your ballot by 
using one of the following methods:
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Phil Mather
I have been a member with RSR since 2009 after meeting 
Christian and Valerie at the Rolling Sculpture Car Show. I be-
gan instructing in 2010 and have enjoyed sharing my knowl-
edge with students for the last eight years. I am currently 
the Assistant Chief Driving Instructor and Co-track chair. I 

am an automotive suspension engineer by day, husband, 
and dad to a one-year old daughter the rest of the time. I 
feel that serving on the club board will allow me to expand 
my involvement to the club in more areas and share my 
knowledge in other ways.
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CARS FOR SALE  

Porsche 2010 911 Carrera 4S Coupe: VIN WPOA-
B2A98AS720188. 32,000 miles, 
2nd owner. Carrera White/Sand 
Beige. PDK,Sport Chrono, Navi-
gation, Bose, Sunroof, Heated 
Seats. New Michelin PS 2’s rears at 
31,000 miles, new PS 2’s front at 
31,498. Fidelity Platinum warranty 

until 11/21/2020 or 75,000 miles and transferable. All ser-
vice records, stored winters, car cover. Great car, no issues, 
CarFax available. $63,000 or serious offers. Making room 
for my Panamera S. gm.gilligan@comcast.net or 734-417-
9138 (cell).  George Gilligan (10/18)

1973 Porsche 914 1.7: VIN :4732909088 96788 miles, Or-
ange with black interior, 
Mahle wheels. Very nice 
condition but not per-
fect, very nice driver car. 
Everything works except 

heater (no heater boxes). 
Original D-Jetronic injection, 1.7 liter engine. In last 500 
miles: All new brakes, all new injectors, new clutch, new 
front struts, new anti-roll bar bushings, new oil cooler, all 
engine sheet metal re-fastened, new pushrod tube bush-
ings. In heated inside storage (my workshop) for last 7 
years. $5000 or best offer. Contact George Lindquist, 
glindqui@umich.edu, 734-355-9724. (9/18)

2009 Ariel Atom: 4,500 miles, many upgrades, extra wheel 
w/ slicks, car cover, Lithium Battery w/ charger.  $55,000  
Tom Krueger 313-570-2223 (9/18)

2006 911 S Cabriolet (997):  54,443 miles, 6 speed manual, 
355 HP. Texas car. Gor-
geous all original ex-
tremely clean with no 
dings or chips.  Rare Car-
rara white with Cocoa full 
leather interior.  Addi-

tional Equipment: Paint matched center console, NAV, 
heated seats, 19” Carrera Classic wheels, Bose High End 
sound, power seat package, self-dimming mirrors and 
more.  Original sticker $104,710. Loaded with almost every 

option offered.  $41,999 Contact Chris Conlin at cconlin@
conlintravel.com or 734-477-6052 (07/18)

2003 Porsche 911 Cabriolet:  35,800 miles (will increase 
with driving)  VIN: WP-
0CA29993S652633.  Tri-
ple black, meticulously 
maintained, accident 
free and has the IMS kit 
installed (~7k miles ago).   
Car is very well optioned, 
driven only in the sum-

mer with all maintenance records since my purchase. Sold 
new for over $96k in 2003. Michelin Pilot Sport tires in-
stalled in May 2017 and catalytic converter replaced in Oc-
tober 2017. Includes custom fit car cover. Asking:  $30,000.  
For more details and many pictures contact jonheidorn@
comcast.net  or 734.239.2942 (cell) (06/18)

OTHER ITEMS

Simpson Bandit helmet: SA2015, size XXL. Predrilled for 
restraint system, comes with extra in-
terior padding and helmet bag. 
Bought new last summer, only worn 
once at Grattan DE. As new in the box. 
$395.  Contact Jeff Uhlman MVR-PCA 
419-260-8644 or mittlemotor@gmail.
com (04/18)

Four Hancook Ventus S1 Evo run-flat tires; 225/45-17, 
$180 obo. Also, 4 Dunlop SP Winter Sport 3D tires, 225/45-
17, $140. All tread depths about 5mm. Call Andy Sasyk or 
text 734-718-6432. (03/18)

Four 17” Rial Turbo Twist (Cup 3) Wheels: from 1995 Car-
rera 4. Front 7.5Jx 17H2. Rear 9Jx 
17H2.  $750.00.  Never used.  Some 
minor scratches near center from 
moving while in storage.  Dunlop SP 
Winter Sport tires are currently 
mounted. Less than 50 miles.  
205/50R17 and 255/40R17 mud and 
snow. Dated 2001. Could coordinate 

local delivery.  Contact Mike McGarry.  248-701-2143.  
red993@icloud.com. (11/17)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248-335-5424

Vintage VW
Tech Session
Sunday, Nov. 11th

10 am to 4 pm
Putting your car to bed for the winter, winter projects,
and more. Bring your questions!
Make this session your own: What do YOU
want to learn? Let us know!
Lunch will be provided by
Hungry Howie's and a $10
donation is requested
to benefit the MVVC.
RSVP recommended:
events@munks.com

criteria, and actually run, I’m not into collecting or own-
ing show cars so those 944s don’t really spark my interest. 
Besides, those are not your typical Craigslist cars. What the 
Hagerty Valuation Tool really does is help me to understand 
what replacement value I can, based on a mutually agreed 
upon documented condition, negotiate with Hagerty should 
my early good or fair condition 944 meet with an untimely 
demise.  What is also very important to note (although not 
shown here) is that the Hagerty definition of #4 Fair de-
scribes the vehicle as a daily driver. In my book that means it 
starts, runs, and gets you where you want to go. I should not 
have to trailer it home after purchase.
 Documented market value vs. saleable condition can also 
be a helpful thing to point out to a Craigslist 944 seller who 
wants to haggle over the perceived “collector value” of what 
may be a non-running but otherwise clean early 944 with an 
undocumented service history.  It should also be a reminder 
to you, the buyer, that the out of pocket expense for bring-
ing that same undocumented and/or non-running good or fair 
condition 944 up to daily driver status can easily exceed the 
insurable market value of the vehicle especially if you can’t/
won’t/fear working on the car yourself. Labor is not inexpen-
sive.  If that concerns you then take time to consider why you 
are buying that 944.  
 Early 944’s are great cars that can be had at a really reason-
able price especially on a venue like Craigslist.  Early 944’s are 
also incredibly versatile.  They can be daily drivers, DE/ track 
cars, weekend show cars, spec series racers, or even a poten-
tial investment in the collector car market.  944’s can be any 
one of these. But even pristine 944s, as inexpensive and well 
maintained as they may seem, will, as we all know, require 
time, money, and effort to keep them that way. That is just 
part of being a responsible custodian of one of the greatest 
values in the sportscar market.  Cost of ownership or benefits 
of ownership, what’s your focus?  A little self-knowledge goes 
a long way towards avoiding buyer’s remorse. 

(944 Chronicles from page 25)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call Clem 
Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/17) 
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Often PCA members require help in two specific value areas:
1 Obtaining a proper level of insurance coverage for an older Porsche that might otherwise be considered nearly value-
less by an insurer.
2 Establishing a proper value for an older Porsche in the case of a claim settlement dispute where the owner thinks the 
Porsche is worth more (sometimes considerably more) than does his/her insurance company.
PCA has compiled links to organizations that offer Porsche valuations:

Buy Classic Cars:  http://www.buyclassiccars.com/offsite.asp?site=http://collectorcarmarket.com/menus/makes.html

Hagerty Insurance:  https://www.hagerty.com/apps/valuationtools/search/auto/

High Bid:  http://www.hi-bid.com

Kelly Blue Book:  https://www.kbb.com

NADA Guides:  https://www.nadaguides.com/Cars/2009/Porsche

Price Hub:  http://www.pricehub.com/categories/porsche

Leland West:  (Discussion of the difference in Agreed Value and Stated Value in car insurance)  https://www.lelandwest.
com/stated-value-vs-agreed-value-classic-car-insurance.cfm

Have a friend who lusts for a Porsche.  Suggest they take a “PCA Test Drive”

Although membership in PCA requires ownership/lease of a Porsche or that you be in a Porsche-related business, we do 
offer something for those of you actively trying to become Porsche owners.

The “PCA Test Drive” program provides you a six-month subscription to Porsche Panorama, the club’s national monthly 
magazine, and a temporary account to log on to our website. The magazine provides you with news and feature stories 
covering all aspects of Porsche as well as technical articles that impart valuable information about the cars we drive. 
Crucially, the temporary website account gives you online access to hundreds of Porsches for sale by PCA members in The 
Mart, which is also featured in every issue of Panorama.

Although “PCA Test Drive” is not a full membership in PCA and does not entitle you to some member benefits (such as 
attending member-only events, voting, or becoming a member of a Region), Regions may welcome guests and you are 
encouraged to contact your local PCA Region.

PCA Test Drive is $40 for a six-month subscription (renewable). The fee is non-refundable and cannot be applied toward 
a membership in whole or in part should you acquire a Porsche and join PCA prior to the expiration of the six-month 
subscription.

How Much Is Your Porsche Worth?
From pca.org website

Porche Club of America Test Drive
From pca.org website
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, September 12, 2018

Tim Pott:  President ................................................Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President ...................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer........................................Present 
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ................................Present
Mike O’Rear ...........................................................Present
Kevin Kral ...............................................................Present

Jim Dowty:  Insurance Chair ....................................Absent
Christian Maloof .....................................................Absent
Dan Kantrow ..........................................................Present
Jeremy Goddard .....................................................Present
William Rogers .......................................................Present
 

Members & Visitor Present: Vigen Darien, Phil Mather, 
Bruce Mather, Bill Winn, Chris Winn, Gary Hibler, Sue Sarin, 
Zachary Huber, Matt Huber, David Finch, Peter MacFarlane, 
Mike Wenners, and Glenn Trapp.

Call to Order:  Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 
7:06PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

President’s Report: Time with Tim will be October 20th. 
December 8th will be the PCA Holiday Party at Germain.

Meeting Minutes: August meeting minutes were reviewed.  
Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the August Re-
ports. Motion: To approve both reports passed
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any 
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn 
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Insurance Report: None

Advertising Report: Burghard reported that all advertisers 
have paid for the year. 

Membership:  Glenn Trapp stated that the club member-
ship is up to 316 members.  

Track Report:   Phil Mather discussed the last event of the 
year.  Track will be torn up starting the 17th. Had a turnout 
of 35 students and 17 instructors. 

Newsletter:  Mike O’Rear discussed a survey of the cost of 
advertising of the local regions. Motion: To combine the 
November-December issue into one issue passed unani-
mously. Motion: To combine the March-April issue into 
one issue was rejected. He also set the deadline for con-
tent the 23rd of September. He needs content.

Website:  None

Events Committee:  Matt and Zach Huber reviewed the fol-
lowing list of events. 

● Sep 23:  Yankee Air Museum, Host: Peter Grant. Fly in the 
B-17 ($75 to take a picture with your car and the plane) 
(8 riders required.  $450/person – All seats claimed). 

● Oct 13: Annual RSR Color Tour, Hosts:  Stuart and Sally 
Free

● Oct 14: Picnic at Sandhill Soaring Club, Dave Finch, Peter 
Grant and John Kytasty

● Oct 20: Time with Tim
● Oct 27: Cider Miller Tour, Host: Jessica MacFarlane. - Ten-

tative
● Nov 4: Polar Bear Run, Host: Sebastian Gaeta
● Dec 8: Holiday Party at Germain
● Dec ?? Holiday Lights at Meadow Brook – Host: Jessica 

(Check updates on the Calendar of Events, page 7)

New Business:  Issue with Bylaws discussed with the club. 
Motion: To table discussion of bylaws till a discussion with 
advisors occurs passed unanimously.   

Old Business:  Board meetings need to move to Wednes-
days for Oct and Nov.

Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
7:53PM.
Minutes taken by:  Kevin Kral, Board Member
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Recently, the young son of one of our neighbors had the 
misfortune of having two automobile accidents in the span 
of a single month…in both cases totaling the car he was 
driving but fortunately causing no harm to himself or oth-
ers. Needless to say, his parents were both relieved and 
concerned that their son, a relatively new and young driv-
er, was lacking some basic skills required for safe driving, 
although they had no clue as to what that might be.
 I’m pretty well known as the “gearhead” in the neighbor-
hood, and the occasional appearance of my “track car” on 
the neighborhood streets puts across the message that I 
take my driving seriously. So I was not surprised when the 
parents of this young man asked if I would mind “tutoring” 
their son, taking a drive with him and seeing if I could spot 
the fatal flaw that had caused his accident proneness. I felt 
incredibly sorry for the young guy, who at this point was 
totally spooked and leery of driving at all…and I can’t say 
that I blame him. But he gamely agreed to take me for a 
drive, and off we went.
 We got into a car (he didn’t have his own at this point) 
and before he turned the key I asked him to describe what 
happened in the two accidents he was involved in. I had, of 
course, heard it all from his parents, but I wanted to hear 
him tell it. I had a pretty good hunch after listening to him 
that I would not find anything wrong with his driving skills, 
and in fact I didn’t. He was a good driver, perhaps a bit 
overly cautious…not surprising in light of his accidents and 
the fact that he had someone in the car who was “judg-
ing” him and his skills. But we talked a bit while he drove. I 
asked about his phone as well as his audio listening habits 
while driving. 
 Bottom line was not surprising and is something that 
plagues a vast number of new, young, and sometimes not-
so-young drivers. He didn’t lack any driving skills, he lacked 
attention skills. I learned later from his parents that the 
one thing I told him that most struck him was that “driving 
is a full-time job”. Hopefully that’s not news to those of us 
who love our high-performance cars and seek those won-
derful two-lane back road “twisties” where we can explore 
the performance envelope of our cars, or even better test 
the limits at a high-performance DE. 
 I sometimes wonder what the greater challenge is…
putting down a good lap at your favorite track, or safely 
negotiating the commute to/from work on a daily basis. 
Certainly, both require the full-time-job mentality…with a 
focus entirely on the task at hand. But obviously the focus, 

and the outcome, is very different.
 On the track, we are focused on such things as entry 
point, apex and exit speed, braking zones, track terrain and 
track surface…all the things that effect the outer limits of 
the car’s envelope. Dancing out there at the limit without 
stepping over the edge so we keep the car from (gracefully, 
or not so much) leaving the racing surface is a real test of 
concentration…full time.
  On the daily commute, the focus is on the traffic around 
us, the distance we have on all four sides of the vehicle 
from all the other vehicles we’re sharing the road with, the 
speed limit, the road conditions, the weather, the “atti-
tude” of the drivers around us, and most important of all…
our own attitude. When I look at the clueless behavior of 
a way too large number of drivers I “share the road with”, 
it amazes me that there aren’t more accidents than there 
are…but then if enough of us are driving like it’s our full-
time job, maybe it’s not so surprising.
 As long as we’re going to think about driving as a full-
time job, there is always the choice of doing a job well, or 
not so well…even if we are taking it on as a full-time en-
deavor. We’ve all shared a ride with the driver who jerks 
the car around like it’s a stubborn horse. Hard, sudden ac-
celeration, sloppy turns, and a jerky stop that leaves the 
car (and you) bobbing back and forth on the suspension. 
Or…there’s the driver whose focus on the full-time job is to 
handle a car like it’s the love of his/her life. Accelerations 
are smooth (fast or slow), braking is modulated and there 
is no “bobbing” at the end. Turns are smooth and effort-
less…kind of like riding on velvet. 
 All of us in RSR tend toward high-performance cars and/
or older “P” cars…cars that are a special challenge when it 
comes to driving not only “full-time”, but also “well”. Our 
older “P” cars with manual, older style gearboxes make 
driving well a special challenge. So drive hard, drive well, 
but most of all, drive like it’s your full-time job. 

From the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant
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