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prevent repeats in the future.  Nevertheless, know that 
we will never solicit you for funds to non-RSR events 
-- Never!
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From Cotter pins to Center locks

The movie “Senna” still haunts me from 
time to time.  Towards the end of the 
documentary film footage reveals a 
man, one who was normally passionate 
and eager to get into a racecar, clearly 

disturbed and uncomfortable doing what he was about 
to do.  Of course, if you know anything about Ayrton’s 
career or the film itself, this foreshadows his tragic death.  
At the highest level of his racing career, he is now a man 
embroiled in the politics and dangers of a sport which is 
no longer fun for him.  Ayrton Senna seems reluctant to 
get into the cockpit of his car as though he knows what is 
about to happen.  An interview is played and Senna is asked 
to recall what his favorite time racing had been.  An old, 
grainy video plays as he remembers his early days racing 
go-karts in South America.  He explains to the interviewer 
how much he loved the karting days because “it was 
pure racing”.  No politics, no sponsors, money or games 
just racing for the fun and sport of it.  It is almost comical 
to see this master of his craft sitting awkwardly in a tiny, 
crude go-kart banging around a little track with a bunch of 
other kids in similar equipment.  That karting scene struck 
a familiar tone with me as I had gotten hooked by driving 
in a very similar machine, as many young boys my age had 
done.  I’m certainly not suggesting that I was anywhere in 
a league with the likes of an Ayrton Senna, just that there 
was a bit of a shared experience as a young boy.
 We found it necessary to break down horsepower into 
smaller increments those days; half a horsepower meant 
a lot!  I can still hear the two and one-quarter Briggs 
and Stratton engine, intended for use in a lawn mower, 
struggling mightily against a centrifugal clutch that allowed 
the poor thing to idle…sort of. Each firing stroke resulted 
in a “pap!” followed by a distinct “clank!”  as the clutch’s 
shoes banged into its drum and tried to propel our loaded 
kart through the parking lot at the local Junior High School 
which served as our race course.  “Pap-clank, pause… Pap-
clank, pause… gradually and painfully got closer together 
under full throttle until that tortured motor gained enough 
rpm to feel comfortable.  At the higher rpm, whatever 
that was, the pap-clanks melted into a more satisfying 
and consistent “brrrrrr” which was music to our ears.  The 
reluctant go-kart was now transformed into a proverbial 

rocket sled, attaining a top speed somewhere just shy of 
20 miles per hour.  Once my older brother clocked me at 
an astounding 24 mph going down a hill at the end of our 
street.  
 The slow process of getting that lawn mower engine 
from idle to maximum speed taught us what we now 
call “momentum racing”.  The slightest input from the 
steering wheel had the same effect as if we had thrown an 
anchor off the back of the kart.  If too much momentum 
were lost you found yourself suffering through the whole 
“pap-clank...pause” effect again.  Apexing corners came 
very naturally under these circumstances.  God forbid you 
actually use the brakes which were only really necessary at 
the end of your run so you could stop long enough to make 
a driver change.  
 Occasionally the kart had to be shut down between runs 
to perform necessary repairs or to refuel.  This kart was so 
shoddily assembled and engineered that the wheels could 
literally fall off if you weren’t paying attention.  Sometimes 
other crucial pieces would rattle off the bloody thing at 
God knows what part of our circuit.  It wasn’t unusual for 
us to have to walk the course between runs to find some 
piece of hardware or a widget that had rattled loose and 
left the machine, rendering our trusty steed unable to 
accommodate its next pilot.  This earned me the nickname 
of “Eagle-eyes” as I had developed an uncanny knack of 
locating the necessary, wayward part amongst the gravel 
and twigs along the curbing of the parking lot.  Once found, 
we were back in business.  If the part were hopelessly lost 
our day might be interrupted by a trip to the hardware 
store or, worse yet, over altogether until a solution was 
found, which sometimes involved consulting an adult.  
 A very simple hobby has come to this; a center-lock 
nut now replaces with the cotter pin that holds the wheel 
on.  What used to cost $0.15 now runs into thousands of 
dollars.  Machines, which had previously been handled by 
skill and finesse, are now controlled by microprocessors.  
Technology has enabled us to drive at levels that had once 
been attained only by the elite drivers of our day.  Things 
may have gotten faster, but I often wonder if they are 
actually better. 

On the Grid
 By RSR President Tim Pott 
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For more information on surrounding area 
events, see “Around the Zone” on page 23.
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RSR Calendar of Events
March 6 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cab-

in, Plymouth

March 10 (Sat.): Rennstatt Open House -- Host Sebastian 
Gaeta (see page 14)

March 17 (Sat.):  6:30 PM Movie Night at Jim Dunham’s 
-- Hosts Andy Sasyk and Jim Dunham (see page 4)

March 24 (Sat.) 10:00 AM:  Time With Tim, Automotive 
Techniques -- Host: Tim Pott

April 3 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

April 7 (Sat.) 10:00 AM: Roush Museum Tour & Lunch -- 
Host Matt Huber (see facing page)

April 21 (Sat.) 10:00 AM:  Time With Tim, Automotive 
Techniques -- Host: Tim Pott

May 1 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

May 19 (Sat.) 10:00 AM:  Time With Tim, Automotive 
Techniques -- Host: Tim Pott

May 20 (Sun.) 2:00 PM: Spring Tour -- Hosts Mike & Kathy 
O’Rear (see page 4)

May 22 (Tues.):  Beginner’s Day Drivers’ Education Event 
at Waterford Hills

June 5 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

June 15 -- 17 (Fri. - Sun.):  Drivers’ Education Event at 
Grattan Raceway

July 10 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

July 10 (Tues.): Drivers’ Education Event at Waterford Hills

August 3 -- 4 (Fri. - Sat.): Drivers’ Education Event at Wa-
terford Hills

August 7 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cab-
in, Plymouth

August 17-19 (Fri.-Sun.) Porsches Across the Mackinaw 
Bridge (Details on this PCA Zone 4 event will be avail-
able later in the year)

September 11 (Tues.): Drivers’ Education Event at Water-
ford Hills
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty

Rd.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Current Membership 501*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

Gary Migut & Catherine Migut-Derwoyed ......... 45
Alan Vayda & Kim Zaugg .................................... 30 
Sebastian & Narmeen Gaeta .............................. 24
Jack & Penny Dunlap .......................................... 23
Thomas & Nanette Elsner .................................. 23
Michael & Michele Jahs ..................................... 20
Ernesto & Olga Roedenbeck .............................. 20
Chuck & Jacob Price ........................................... 19
William & Lucy Mainwaring ............................... 14
Arnie Spieker ...................................................... 14
Wes Krumel ........................................................ 10
David & Annette Kelter ......................................  8
Jim Thornton ......................................................  7

Bill Abbe .............................................................  5
James & Janice Acker .........................................  5
Paul Burakoff ......................................................  5
Harry Sukumaran ...............................................  5
David & Elizabeth Yu ..........................................  5
Andy Kochanowski .............................................  4
Shea Burns .........................................................  2
James Plemmons ...............................................  2
Arland Gifford .................................................... 1
Robert Kennedy ................................................. 1
Peter & Jessica MacFarlane ................................ 1
Austen Stanley ................................................... 1

Douglas Finn
Dexter, MI
2001 Speed Yellow 911 C4 
Cabrio

Gregg Matschke
Whitmore Lake, MI
2012 Black Cayman S

Stephen & Lindsay Phillips
Ann Arbor, MI
1999 Silver Boxster

* Includes 311 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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Saturday, February 17th was the day Time With Tim opened 
in its new location – Automotive Techniques in Novi.  And 
what a crowd showed up!  With seating for 40 set up in Jeff 
Jones’ new and impressive 15,000 square foot facility, it was 
standing room only at this new venue.
 Tim’s topic of the day was “Electrical Issues,” a review of 
the problems that can plague the various electrical compo-
nents of our Porsches, as well as the diagnostic methods 
that technicians like Tim use to set things straight when 
your car’s performance is not as it should be. Tim showed 
the crowd how testing for voltage drops can solve many of 
the most common problems, most notably bad grounds.  
And although unplanned, Tim also fired up an air-cooled 
356 engine on Automotive Techniques recently re-vitalized 
engine dynamometer.  Nothing like a little flat-four noise to 
get the gear-head juices flowing!
 Hosts Jeff Jones and his wife Barb enthusiastically em-
braced Tim’s continuing effort to demystify the art of ser-

vicing the wide variety of cars that are Porsches.  Barb laid 
out a super breakfast spread with English muffins, cookies, 
donuts, lots of fruit, veggies, and coffee…even some peanut 
butter/chocolate covered eggs in preparation for Easter!  
Even if you have no interest in Porsche technologies, the 
food was worth the trip, as was the camaraderie with the 
overflow crowd. A great deal of time was spent by all the 
attendees browsing the extensive and eclectic collections 
of cars that grace Jeff’s incredible shop awaiting service – 
like a real Batmobile -- and, of course, Jeff’s own thoroughly 
modern but true (real) Mini.
 Automotive Techniques will again host Time With Tim on 
Saturday, March 24th.  Don’t miss it – it is well worth the 
drive.

Time With Tim
Story, by editor Mike O’Rear, photos by Rick Mammel and Stewart Free

Above:  Tim launches into a 
discussion of Porsche Electrical 
Systems.
Left:  Host Jeff Jones.
Below:  Rapt attention as Tim 
starts the engine dyno.

Not a replica, but the real film star -- the original 
Batmobile! I guess Bruce Wayne doesn’t do his 
own car repairs.



Porsche of Ann Arbor

Porsche Club Exclusive

Porsche Club Members can get 

$50.00 OFF a Deluxe Detail 
Just $249.00   Normally $299 

Buy 3 and Get the 4th Detail for FREE 
Just $750.00 for 4 Deluxe Details

Call to Schedule 734.761.3201

Porsche of Ann Arbor  
2575 S. State Street  
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
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Briarwood Mall

State Street

669 State Circle

RENNSTATT OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY MARCH 10TH, 2018

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088  www.arbormotion.com/rennstatt

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.

8:00 AM UNTIL NOON
All Porsche lovers and their friends are invited to see our newly 
renovated shop and enjoy a light breakfast.

A great social gathering to kick the winter blues and welcome in the 
spring, come visit with us and other Porsche friends and see our 
exciting new layout. We look forward to seeing you there!

RSVP’s appreciated but not required to:

sebastian@arbormotion.com
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz 

In Hindsight
 How many of us look back at past decisions and ask ourselves 
why did that sound like a good idea at the time?  If you are 
like me there have been many of those moments.  And to be 
quite honest they still happen on a routine basis.  Now this is 
not the voice of regret speaking.  In almost every case I don’t 
regret the decisions I’ve made, and all things considered, life 
has been more than fair to me.  But still there is that odd 
event that makes me wonder, what if? 
  When it comes to cars there is always that what if question 
about that first car or the big car deal that almost happened.  
“What if” my first car (given to me by my brother) was not a 
VW but was like most of my friends, a typical big American 
iron.  Some of my friends went all in and started out in muscle 
cars, usually co-signed by a parent and probably insured by a 
parent as well.   
 One friend had a GTO as a first car, another had a ‘69 Char-
ger.  These guys became drag racers because that is what their 
cars were good at.  The Porsches came much later after they 
saw the folly of their youth.  Yet they didn’t seem to regret 
wasting all that time racing fifteen seconds at a time.    
 Of course even though their muscle cars might be worth 
small fortunes today they sold them for pennies on the dol-
lar.  Nobody kept a car pristine since they didn’t cost much 
and the newer model was usually much more desirable.  I do 
have one friend that was offered not one but two Dodge Day-
tona Chargers complete with a four speed and the big Hemi.   
He was offered these cars because the dealer was stuck with 
them and only wanted the then princely sticker price of under 
$9,000 for the pair.   These cars sell for millions at auctions 
today.  
 In my own case I faced the decision on my first car to buy 
a used Mercedes 280 SL with stick or a new Porsche 914-6 
for the same price.  The Mercedes was the bargain and was 
tough to turn down but it wasn’t the image I wanted.  But 
my life would have turned out very different had I chosen the 
Mercedes.   At one point I tried to trade my 911E toward the 
purchase of a used 906 race car but racing a vintage car didn’t 
make sense.  When that fell through a friend found a 914-6 GT 
chassis and I spent many years building it into my dream race/
street car.
  When I first started off driving that first VW, I fancied my 
future as a rally racer.  But someone off hand mentioned 
there was a race track somewhere near Pontiac and I could 
find it if I just drove up Woodward Avenue.  One Saturday I 
took that drive.  I happened by a gas station with a sign in the 
back that said, “Sports Car Racing Today.”  The attendant said 
just drive up Waterford Road and I couldn’t miss it.  They were 

having an open house day so I parked the VW and mingled 
like I belonged there.  They were giving rides around the track 
and I jumped in a Lotus Cortina.   
 That was all it took to get me hooked.  I went back many 
times and volunteered for whatever chore they needed.  I 
met Vic Skirmants that way and when the track got its first 
repaving I spent a Saturday following his VW around the track 
with my VW.  There must have been several pounds of loose 
asphalt packed into the running boards after that.  But rally 
was out and road racing became my new quest. I just needed 
a suitable car.  Instead I talked my best friend from high school 
Arnold Koster into buying a Bugeye Sprite Waterford race car, 
and I was his pit crew.  Arnold won one feature race in three 
years and then got married and gave up racing.  Then I crewed 
for Andy Falbo and his Formula Ford until he stopped racing 
and became a test driver.
  I was very much influenced to go the Porsche route by 
a co-worker who became a close and lifelong friend, Heath 
Hurlbert.  He bought a 1970 911T in dark blue and he was 
generous enough to let me tag along on clandestine lunch 
time rides.  He also introduced me to the world of modified 
Porsches and into the Porsche Club and time trials at Water-
ford.  Then he started racing a Formula V at Waterford and 
I often was his pit crew.  That led to meeting lots more rac-
ers and helping in their pit crews at tracks from Waterford 
to Watkens Glen and Daytona.  That led to another lifelong 
friend Bob Boffi who went from Formula V to professional lev-
el Super Vee.  That experience taught me that pro racing was 
very hard and the road to winning only happened to a lucky 
few.  But to prove it to myself I tried racing with Jim Russell at 
Mt. Tremblant, Quebec.  Getting married changed my goals 
and I gave up racing and took up being a driving instructor 
for Track Time Incorporated.  All along that short path my life 
could have turned out so differently. 
  I look back and see lots of decision points in my life.  Deci-
sion points not only shape your future, they shape your char-
acter and your values.  You look at other people and wonder 
what made them make the life choices they made.  Usually 
you conclude that you would not trade your life for theirs.   
Every choice has a personal price to pay and you can look 
back and think some choices had too high of a price or sac-
rifice.   Yes, some things would have been better off if they 
never happened, but they did, so you learn and move on.  You 
wish you could bottle up all that experience and pass it on 
but it would mean nothing to someone else’s life and they 
would choose to learn life’s lessons on their own.  Besides, 
it is much more exciting to anticipate the experiences yet to 
happen than to regret the experiences that were chosen.
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Shop, click, and find a car online, whatever style dot com. 
Car buying made easy. Yay, what fun! Might as well look for 
one with an automatic transmission while I’m at it.
 Whatever happened to scanning the classifieds in the 
Sunday morning paper with that intangible sense of adven-
ture and anticipation that comes with finding what you are 
certain could be just the right car in just the right condition 
based only on a brief description and local phone number?
 Then of course, there’s Craigslist, a target-rich environ-
ment full of shelter-pet 944’s hoping for someone new to 
adopt them. Shopping on the big CL is infinitely more fun, 
often full of mystery, usually fraught with peril and excite-
ment; but the result was the red 1983 944 currently resid-
ing in my garage. It went something like this:

The Find
One winter’s day and a phone call…

Me: “I’m calling about the 944 you have listed on Craig-
slist.”
Seller: “Oh yeah, sorry, it’s already gone.”
Me: “Oh, that’s too bad; I was looking for a project car 
like yours.”
Seller: “My buddy has one that he might want to sell, it’s 
in a lot better shape than mine but I don’t think he’s ad-
vertised it yet. I can give you his number.”
Me: “Would he mind if I called him?”
Seller: “I don’t know, just tell him I gave you his number 
if he gets upset…”

The Introduction
A day or two and one more phone call later…

Me: “A friend of yours said you may have a 944 for sale.”
Seller: “Yeah, yeah, I think so, I just haven’t advertised it.”
Me: “What kind of shape is it in?”
Seller: “Good, I’m still driving it all the time.”
Me: “It’s a 1983 right?”
Seller: “Yeah, yeah, something like that.”
Me: “Why are you selling it?”
Seller: “My mom wants it out of the driveway.”

The First Meeting
Another day or two later…

Me: “Yup, that is a 944. Can we start it?”
Seller: “Yeah, no problem, I shoveled the snow out 
around the driver’s door, so you can open it and get in.”
Me: “Great, thank you. How about driving it?”

Seller: “You would have to shovel the driveway first.”
Me: “So it seems.” “The interior is pretty bad. Where is 
the rest of it?”
Seller: “Yeah, it could use some work, but I think it’s all 
here. You just need some seat covers.”
Me: “I’ll give you $xxxx for it but I have to drive it first. It 
really is drivable right?”
Seller: “Yeah no problem, I’ll get it over to my shop for 
you to drive it. You can meet me there later this week. I 
have a hoist and everything.”

My friend who came with me to look at the car provides me 
with advice:

Friend: “Are you serious? It’s a rat.”
Me: “It’s Guards Red with a tan interior, and it runs.”
Friend: “It was Guards Red, now it’s just looks severely 
sunburned. What’s with the interior? I’ve seen cleaner 
kennels at the animal shelter.”
Me: “It has sport seats and a sport steering wheel. Those 
are cool and hard to find. You are so negative”
Friend: “I’ll just start writing out the blank checks….”

The First Drive: (At his “shop”)
Several days later…

Me: “It won’t start. So the battery has an issue?”
Seller: “Yeah, yeah, I have to jump it to start it. I think the 
battery is dead but maybe not.”
Me: “What about a license plate?”
Seller: “Oh yeah, I have one, I’ll put it on. Take the jump 
box with you just in case.”

10 minutes later
Me: “I had to use the jump box in the middle of traffic on 
Grand River Ave. Did you know the battery cable wasn’t 
tight?”
Seller: “Probably, sorry about that. Runs great doesn’t it! 
It’s really fast. I hate to get rid of it!”
Me: “You said you have a clear title, right?”
Seller: “Yeah, yeah. No worries.”

Another 10 minutes later, car on the hoist
Me: “Both front ball joints need to be replaced. So do all 
of the control arm bushings. The power steering is leak-
ing, the A/C compressor isn’t working, power windows, 
engine mounts…”
Seller: “Yeah, probably, you seem like you know some-
thing about these cars.”
Me: “I’ve looked at a few.”

The Excitement of Porsche Shopping on Craigslist
 By member Skip Kuhn (see other articles by Skip at http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/skip-kuhn)

(Continued on facing page)
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Seller: “But it’s not even rusty, and it still has the original 
catalytic converter! It wouldn’t start but I fixed that too, 
some kind of sensor.”
Me: “Any chance you have a real set of keys for the car 
instead of these, what are these, house keys?”
Seller: “Nah man, sorry, that’s all it came with. Here’s 
the title, see, green title no problem.”
Me: “Why does it say ‘safety inspection required prior 
to registration’….”

 Whatever happened to buying the best example you can 
find? I wanted a project; I already have a nice driver 944 

that I intend to keep as original as possible.
 Besides, once I checked the option codes on the red rat, 
I discovered some fun stuff like the M456 Sport suspension 
and an M220 limited-slip transaxle that paired together 
rather nicely with the manual sport seats, manual sunroof, 
and curb weight of only 2,660 pounds. It’s a perfect candi-

date for a factory-style lightweight conversion. 
 Oh yeah, perhaps I should mention -- I also found a 
1988 924S a few miles from my house? Well, yeah, it was 
on Craigslist under the description of “parting out.” It was 
listed as a 944 with a single picture of the car sitting for-
lornly in the snow next to a barn.

Me: “Did you know this is 
a 924S not a 944?”
Seller: “No, I don’t know 
much about these cars. I 
need to get it out of here, 
we’re selling the prop-
erty.”
Me: “I don’t really want 

the entire car, can I have just the doors.”
Seller: “I would really rather sell the whole car but I 
guess that would be OK.”
Me: “Great, thank you, I’ll be back with tools as soon as 
my son gets home.”

Now the red rat 944 has manual window regulators and 
turbo cup style manual mirrors (less weight and way, way, 
way, cooler looking) courtesy of the 924S doors.

Craigslist, it’s car buying made exciting.

“The fraught 944 in question”

The non-944

Past President Rick Mammel made a major mark on the workings of the Rally 
Sport Region during his tenure as President as well as supporting existing Presi-
dent Tim Pott in his transition.  Furthermore Rick continues to be a “go to” guy 
for information or help regarding issues with our valuable vehicles. Plus he is a 
fountain of great stories about Porsche racing.
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I wasn’t able to see an auto show in 2017, so I was looking 
forward to going to the Detroit Auto Show (North American 
International Auto Show) this year. Of course, life conspired 
against me, and I almost missed it this year. I was just able 
to go on the last day, thanks to my wife (she made me go).
 The crowd seemed as expectant to see the new cars as 
in every other year. I heard excited kids wanting to see the 
sporty cars. I heard husbands trying to convince their wives 
on the cars they wanted to get. I heard a young woman ex-
plaining to her friends the difference between the engine in 
her Pontiac G8 and the Corvette’s.
 The future may be autonomous, electric vehicles, but for 
now people still like the current crop of cars.
The car that I really wanted to check out was the BMW M2, 
but I couldn’t find one. My favorite marque, Porsche, was 
also absent from the show. However, I re-discovered an old 
favorite—Alfa Romeo.
 I would be okay with an Alfa Romeo Guilia Quadrifoglio, 
a Stelvio Quadrifoglio, and a 4C in my garage—all the cars 
Alfa Romeo currently sells in America. I can’t afford any of 
them, and stories about their reliability scare me, but Alfa 
Romeo had the most exciting vehicles for me at the show.
I also liked the Chevrolet Corvette ZR-1’s carbon-fiber wing 
and engine hump, and the Dodge Challenger SRT Demon’s 
teeny, tiny, Tyrannosaurus Rex arm-like front drag racing 
tires.
 Normally I would show pictures of all of these cars that I 
just mentioned, but in going through my photos, I was a bit 
shocked at the the number of wheel, tire, and brake photos 
that I took. So that’s what I’m going to post.

Alfa Romeo

I love the five circles of the Alfa Romeo wheels, and the 
script font on the brake caliper. This is, of course, the most 
unfocused picture I took of a wheel all day.

Infiniti Project Black S

The rubber of these Pirellis seem to be painted on these 
rims. It’s too bad that the actual yellow paint on the rubber 
doesn’t match the yellow of the calipers. WWSJYA*

2018 North American Auto Show
Story and photo by regular contributor Emmanuel Garcia, RSR’s Cranky Webmeister (see his blog at Crankydriver.com)

(Continued on facing page.)
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BMW

I was so disappointed in not finding a BMW M2 that this 
is the only BMW picture I have. It’s probably from an SUV.

Lexus LC

This Lexus has a 2-piece brake rotor, with 5 boomerangs.

Michelin Vision Concept

How about a tire made out of random things and needs 
no air? If this means no more flat tires or bent rims from 
Michigan potholes, I’m in. (Oh, by the way, it’s recycleable, 
biodegradable, and 3D-printed.)

Dodge Challenger SRT Demon

I mentioned that I liked the front tires of this car, but it was 
the rear tires that intrigued me. The proportions made 
it look comical. This Nitto drag tire is 315 mm wide, but 
mounted on 18-inch rims (instead of typical 20-inch rims). 
I would say the tires make the car look cartoonish, but the 
whole car is cartoonish. I love this car, even if it’s definitely 
not for me. I’m so glad Dodge made it.

Kia Stinger

The Kia Stinger has Brembo brakes. I had to keep repeating 
that in my head.

Subaru WRX STI Type RA
If you spend $50,000 on a Subaru (my sentimental favorite), 
you get drilled rotors. And a carbon-fiber roof and wing.



20

Nissan GT-R Nismo

Godzilla wears black, presumably because it’s slimming.

Honda Civic Type R

13.8-inch rotors will fill an 18-inch rim, but will look under-
sized with the Civic’s 20-inch (!!) rims. 

In the rear, the rotors look positively puny. At least they 
painted the floating calipers red to match the front Brem-
bos. Or are those the parking brakes?

Acura ARX-05 IMSA DPI race car (#86)

Yes, I work for this tire company, but I really like the old-
timey font on this modern race car.

Acura NSX

The NSX tire has the current Continental logo.

Ford GT

Cars that accidentally set record lap times apparently get 
big, carbon-ceramic rotors.



21

Chevrolet Camaro ZL1

This 650-hp Camaro has pretty boring rear rotors. The tires, 
on the other hand, look all business.

Chevrolet Corvette Grand Sport / ZR1

The rotors on the Corvette Grand Sport has random swirls 
that make it look like somebody screwed up (nobody did).
The ZR1 gets blue (devil) rotors. It also semi-intentionally 
beat the Ford GT at VIR.

1968 Ford Bullitt Mustang GT 390 Fastback

How did people survive driving 50 years ago?

* What Would Steve Jobs Yell About
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3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

928 944 996
TECH SESSION

Join us for a...

See the events section of
www.munks.com for details.

All Porsche lovers are welcome
regardless of model or club affilliation.

Lunch will be provided. 

NO CHARGE

RSVP recommended to
events@munks.com

Saturday, April 7th, 10 am to 3 pm
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Around The Zone
By Lori Schutz
Zone 4 Representative

Greetings Zone 4.  
 The football season is over – and the best news is that 
the racing season has begun!  I know many of you had of-
ficial and unofficial watch parties for the Daytona Rolex 24 
Hour  - even if we had to shovel snow to get there. 
 The following weekend the Porsche Club Racing Season 
kicked off with the 48 Hours of Sebring, at guess where – 
Yep – Sebring International Raceway.  Located south of Or-
lando smack dab in the middle of Florida, this is a fantastic 
racing venue.  Very flat, unlike most of our tracks here in 
the Midwest.  On St Patricks’ Day weekend, the IMSA guys 
will be back on track again at Sebring for the 12 Hour en-
durance race.  Well worth the trip to see.  
 Speaking of the Porsche Club Racing series – did you 
know that you can watch via your browser from the PCA.
ORG website?  Live feed, blogs, photos – catch all the ac-
tion.  Watch for future Club Races to have coverage as well.  
 Parade 2018 registration opened on January 29th.  Are 
you registered?  Well, about 94 of you are.  The overnight 
count of registrations on the first day was more than at this 
point last year.  The registration for events -such as the con-
cour banquet, auto-cross, rally etc  - is scheduled to open 
on April 2nd.  I would like to have a Zone 4 gathering at 
some point during the week – stay tuned for more informa-
tion on that front. 
 After the winter PCA board meeting in Mid-February, I’ll 
be updating the Zone 4 website, and encourage everyone 
to post their events on the calendar. I know many of you 
do already  - please keep up the good work.  Let’s venture 

out to visit other regions who may have different types of 
events, or on convenient weekends for you.  Each region 
has it’s own personality !  Think about trying something 
new – many regions have an intro event, ‘101’ etc designed 
for first timers.  A few examples: 
• Mid Ohio Region April 14th  -Autocross
• Southeast Michigan Region April 15th, Driver Education 

101 at Waterford Raceway
• Central Indiana Region April 21-22 – Spring Color Tour – 

a great first timer event 
And, once you attend an event, share your experience with 
an article submitted to your region editor with photos!  
Sweet Porsche dreams and stay warm – Spring is coming! 

Lori 
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CARS FOR SALE  

1973 Porsche 914-4 2.0L Wide-Body (has 916 style fiber-
glass flares molded into 
the body) Florida car (in-
land-from Orlando area) 
stored in Michigan since 
2004.  162,000 miles, 
Complete disassemble 
and professional repaint 
in 1999 a beautiful BMW 

Sinibar Red (originally Baby Blue).    5 Speed Trans. Engine 
is stock except for Dellorto (Italian Weber) carbs and sport 
exhaust.  1973 2.0L engines had the highest horsepow-
er(95) of all the 4 cylinder 914 Porsches.  Excellent con-
dition chrome bumpers and 4-bolt, 8-spoke Alloy Wheels 
(6x14front and 7x14rear with good condition P215-60R14 
Kumho tires) with 1 inch wheel spacers.  Body is solid.  
Needs some suspension work and Interior re-assembly to 
get it back on the road.  Also has an aftermarket under-
dash AC system (can be removed). $6,500 OBO.   Call Gary 
Starin; Cell: 248-425-0799 (09/17)

1984 Porsche 944:  Brown with tan/brown vinyl and cloth 
interior.  Approximately 
88K original miles. Every-
thing works except for 
the A/C system.  Original 
and unmolested car, runs 
well, nice condition, inte-
rior is great with only a 

few minor dash cracks.  It has the original Blaupunkt ra-
dio with power antenna, cruise control, power deck lid re-
lease, power sunroof and windows.  All the major service is 
complete including Factory Porsche engine mounts, Sachs 
/ Boge shocks and struts, reference sensors, belts, rollers, 
WP, clutch, throw out bearing, O2 sensor, tires, fuel level 
sending unit, tires, fluids, and power steering lines.  The 
updates include H4 headlamps, solid state DME relay, tail 
light update, and new shifter boot.  $5500.  Please con-
tact Skip Kuhn at 734-344-9506 or T1143RK@gmail.com. 
(07/17)

2009 911 Carrera 4S: Bone stock, clean. 62,300 miles, 
6-speed manual. Car comes with extensive maintenance 
history (receipts and invoices). MSRP was ~$115k.  Addi-

tional options: Body-
colored center console, 
Bose high end sound, 
Navigation, heated 
seats, Dynamic corner-
ing bixenons, factory 

sport exhaust, sport PASM, Sport Chrono package. $55,000. 
For videos, detailed photos and test drives contact Heramb 
Dandekar at heramb21@gmail.com (06/17)
OTHER ITEMS

Four Hancook Ventus S1 Evo run-flat tires; 225/45-17, 
$180 obo. Also, 4 Dunlop SP Winter Sport 3D tires, 225/45-
17, $140. All tread depths about 5mm. Call Andy Sasyk or 
text 734-718-6432. (03/18)

Four 17” Rial Turbo Twist (Cup 3) Wheels: from 1995 Car-
rera 4. Front 7.5Jx 17H2. Rear 9Jx 
17H2.  $750.00.  Never used.  Some 
minor scratches near center from 
moving while in storage.  Dunlop 
SP Winter Sport tires are current-
ly mounted. Less than 50 miles.  
205/50R17 and 255/40R17 mud 
and snow. Dated 2001. Could coor-
dinate local delivery.  Contact Mike 
McGarry.  248-701-2143.  red993@
icloud.com. (11/17)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call Clem 
Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/17) 

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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3088 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248-335-5424

Vintage VW Tech

Spring & summer projects 
and more. Bring your questions!

What do YOU want to learn?
Let us know!
Lunch will be provided and
a $10 donation is requested
to benefit the MVVC.
RSVP recommended to:
events@munks.com

Sunday, April 8th

10:00 am to 4:00 pm

The minutees of the February Board Meeting will be included in the April Bahn Stormer.

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday February 6th

More money than taste!
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February: the cruelest month. Close enough to spring to 
give you hope that the cold, dark days of winter will soon 
be over. Nasty enough to occasionally give you a warm 
day, leading to thoughts of once again running through 
the gears on your favorite two-lane twisty. And then cold…
and snow. Hopes dashed once again. Have faith, my driving 
brethren, spring will come…in its own damn “when I feel 
like it” time. 
 In the meantime, for those of you who remember my 
musings from last winter, you will recall that my articles 
were filled with the trials and tribulations of my (first time) 
efforts to do a “top end” job on my 3.2L air-cooled. I rolled 
my sleeves up and fearlessly(?) dug in, determined to learn 
what this “Porsche air-cooled mystique” was all about. And 
learn I did. It was a terrific experience and, having now 
become familiar with the most intricate workings of the 
venerable air-cooled engines, I am left with two thoughts. 
First, what a marvel of engineering and, second, how have 
they managed to get such a high degree of reliability from 
such a complicated design? Talk about grit and determina-
tion!
 So here we are, hopefully more than half-way through 
the winter of 2018 (although I think Punxsutawney Phil 
had a different prediction) and you may be asking yourself, 
“wonder what projects he’s gotten into this winter”? In-
terestingly, I’ve been asking myself the same question. The 
944 (track rat) is in desperate need of a timing belt, and I 
had given thought to taking that on this winter. I bought 
Melanie a Miata in the fall as, similar to our social chair’s 
wife Dru’s recent thought process, she had decided that 
she might like a “toy” car too. Well, the Miata also needs 
a timing belt…the only good news there is that it’s not an 
interference engine, so I could just wait until it breaks. But 
stranding Melanie does not seem like such a great idea. So 
there’s that…two timing belts. And then there’s the Renn 
Line Pro-cooler I keep threatening to buy from Jim Dowty 
for the ’85 911…and the leaking right side cam oil line on 
the same car (wish I’d known to put a new one on when I 
had it all apart!). I’m sure I could think of several additional 
projects without trying too hard, and yet…
 Nothing, nada, zip. I have been totally un-inspired to pick 
up the wrench and take on a winter project this year. I’ve 
given this some thought, actually. The first, most obvious 
(and lame) excuse is that there are two cars in the “home” 
garage this year…Melanie’s Miata, just sitting there need-
ing a new timing belt, and my latest fun “car-car”, a 2012 
Mini Cooper S. (As an aside, the Mini got new front ro-

tors and pads this weekend. Ask me how THAT went!!!). 
The Mini could easily sit outside and the Miata could take 
center stage for the timing belt work…but that hasn’t hap-
pened. I could swap the 944 and Miata winter parking 
places and put it in the garage for it’s timing belt, but that 
didn’t happen either. And the ’85 911? It’s wintering over 
at “the warehouse”, where I get to visit it on the first Sat-
urday of every month and dream of those gears and twisty 
roads mentioned above. Warehouse rules, can’t work on 
your car while it’s in storage there. Another great excuse.
 But truth be told, the real reason I’ve not been inspired 
to take on a project this winter (this is a bit of “true confes-
sions”)? I hate making messes. As obsessive as I am about 
my cars, it’s really hard for me to take a functional, to-
gether, clean, working car and tear it apart. If there’s a big 
enough payoff as an incentive, then I’m all in as witnessed 
by the HUGE mess of parts I turned the ’85 into when I dis-
assembled that engine. If anyone remembers the picture I 
took of all the “stuff” that came off the engine piled high 
on one of my workbenches, I am here to say that you have 
no idea how hard that was for me. Not only did it go totally 
against the grain of my obsessiveness and need for order, 
but additionally every time I looked at it I was terrified that 
I’d never remember how to put it all back together again. 
I’m not sure which discomfort was greater!
 The reward, of course, for overcoming my need for “or-
der” is getting to the turnaround point of a project where 
things start to go back together…where the end-game (a 
whole, clean, functional, and better car for your having 
worked on it) is in sight and ultimately achieved. But in the 
final analysis, the incentive/payoff of a project has to out-
weigh the resistance to begin, to turn order into chaos…
and then turn the chaos back into (better) order. 
 Is this resonating with anyone out there? If you can over-
come the resistance and take the journey from order to 
chaos and back to (better) order, the pleasure of the ac-
complishment can be awesome, and it repeats every time 
you turn the key. Better than sex? Not really, but it’s up 
there!
 But hey, we still have some winter left…maybe I’ll get 
inspired still. Stay tuned! 

From the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant
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