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We don’t moonlight in Porsche rePair.
We sPecialize in Porsche care.

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088  www.arbormotion.com/rennstatt

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.
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Car talk

Most professions  have their own jargon.  
I’ve often been curious to hear how folks 
in the medical profession might discuss 
parts of the human anatomy, or maybe 
I don’t want to know.  Automobiles have 
a plethora of names for various parts 
and components.  Often, just to confuse 

the issue, there will be more than one name for the same 
component.  Example:  A brake rotor is also a brake disc.  
Acronyms can further confuse the issue, there are so many out 
there that I often find myself having to look them up.  It’s really 
embarrassing when a mere pedestrian uses an acronym that 
I’m not yet familiar with.  My response when this happens is to 
make up a fake one to throw back at them, just to let them think 
that I know more than they do. I’ll throw out terms like “chrono-
synclastic infundibulum” (CSI) just to throw them off track.. 
 Porsches, of course, have to have Porsche-specific names 
and acronyms for components specific to their very own brand.  
I suspect that the marketers at Porsche Cars of North America 
(PSNA), refusing to eschew obfuscation, have done this as an 
attempt to cloud the issue, allowing the company to charge 
more money for a given component or accessory.  I have tried 
to clear the air and list some of the more interesting names and 
acronyms used by Porsche, Porsche owners and mechanics. 
Some of these apply to your everyday car as well.  
 PDK Transmission:  This one attempts to confuse on two 
levels, not only is it an acronym but one that is made up from 
German words.  The Germans have a very handy habit of 
taking two or more words and stringing them together into 
one.  The “DK” in PDK denotes “doppelkupplung”, doppel = 
double and kupplung = clutch.  Hence PDK stands for Porsche 
Doppelkupplung.  If we’re here in the United States (US) and we 
call it a “double clutch”, shouldn’t we Americanize the term to 
PDC (Porsche Double Clutch)?  Regardless, the acronym is used 
to  describe the Porsche Double Clutch transmission which is 
truly an engineering masterpiece so it deserves the acronym 
that no American bred boy or girl will ever be able to remember 
or figure out what it stands for without consulting Google.  The 
advantage to having two clutches (double your fun or DYF) is 
that one clutch will be disengaging while the other is already 
engaging having selected the next up or down gear. This PDK 
transmission makes gear changes PDQ (pretty damn quick). PDK 
also stands for Phi Delta Kappa, which is a professional teachers 
organization, a fact I learned from TFD (The Free Dictionary).  
 PSM stands for Porsche Stability Management.  Perhaps 
you thought that the car you paid for was already supposed to 
be pretty stable, I mean you did pay a premium for handling,  
but thanks to PSM it is now super stable!  Then there’s PASM, 
Porsche Active Stability Management, this would seem to 

imply that the first one (PSM) apparently is inactive. One might 
come to the conclusion that PSM is just supposed to scare you 
and your passenger by flashing SMWL (stability management 
warning light) on the dash.  PASM, “active” being an operative 
word inserted here, takes real action as the name implies. You 
must pay DE (double-extra) for PASM.  The PASM and PSM both 
function by by taking inputs from various components around 
the vehicle, not least of which is a LGS (lateral G sensor) the 
“G” coming from G-force, not “gangsta”, which stands to reason 
because there’s no such thing as a lateral gangsta.  Other inputs 
to the PSM and PASM come from components such as the SAS 
(steering angle sensor) and the ABS (anti-lock braking system).  
The ABS could not do its job without input from WSS (wheel 
speed sensors) and VSS (vehicle speed sensors).  
 The term LSD was very familiar with hippies in the 60’s and 
70’s but has a completely different meaning to the gearheads 
(GH) who have now use it to refer to a Limited Slip Differential.    
Without a limited slip, you might not garner enough Gs to begin 
to need the use of your PASM!  BTW, don’t forget to use a FM 
(friction modifier) if you change oil in your LSD as it might not 
function properly and cause the CPs (clutch packs) to chatter.  
Please refer to your WSM (workshop manual) to find the proper 
specification for this fluid, otherwise you might be SOL (you 
know).
 The BCM (body control module) is there to help you with all 
the stuff that is on the inside of the car designed to make the 
driver’s life easier and safer.  The BCM not only works all the 
lights inside and outside the car, but also operates several other 
components such as the RSW (rain sensing wipers),  ADH (auto 
dimming headlights), WLM (window lift motors) DSM (driver’s 
seat memory), ACTS (auto cancelling turn signals) and the HVAC 
(heating, ventilation and air conditioning system) to name 
just a few.   The SRS (supplementary restraint system) is also 
in communication with the BCM through LSCB (low speed can 
bus), as are many other important systems too many to name 
here.  
 If you find any of this confusing, not to worry, there’s a 
very friendly user group, the POWBTMA (people overwhelmed 
by too many acronyms) that will gladly help you clear up the 
confusion. If you are super confused (SC) take comfort in the 
fact that they have a TSG (twelve step group) to help you cope.  
Just go to their WS (website) and download the complete DCAA 
(dictionary of confusing automotive acronyms) for you personal 
use.  I’m sure you’ll find it a VRT (valuable resource tool) when 
talking to your friends or local auto technician (LAT)  about your 
car problems.  

TTFN!

On the Grid
 By RSR President Tim Pott 
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RSR Calendar of Events

For more information on surround-
ing area events, see “Around the 

Zone” on page 21.

April 4 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

April 15 (Sat.) 10:00--1:00 PM:  Time With Tim, ArborMo-
tion/Rennstatt -- Host: Tim Pott.

April 29 (Sat.) 10:00-2:00 PM:  Multi-Region Swap Meet 
-- Porsche of Farmington Hills. (see page 14)

May 2 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

May 13 (Sat.):  Drive to the Auburn Cord Duesenberg 
Museum, Auburn, Indiana -- Host Matt Huber (see 
page 6)

May 16 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education Waterford Hills

May 20 (Sat.) 10:00--1:00 PM:  Time With Tim, ArborMo-
tion/Rennstatt -- Host: Tim Pott.

June 6 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

June 11 (Sat.): 8:30AM: Gilmore Car Museum -- Host 
Axel & Claudia Schmidt (see page 6)

June 15-18 (Thurs.-Sun.): RSR Drivers’ Education Grattan 
Raceway

July 11 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

July 18 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education Waterford Hills

August 1 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cab-
in, Plymouth

September 10 (Sun.) Soaring With RSR -- Hosts Dave 
Finch, Peter Grant, and John Kytasty

September 12 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

September 19 (Tues.): RSR Drivers’ Education Waterford 
Hills

October 3 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth 

October 14 (Sat.):  Annual RSR Color Tour -- Hosts Stew-
art & Sally Free.

November 7 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth 

December 5 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth



Howard	  
Cooper	   	  
Import	  

Porsche	  of	  Ann	  Arbor

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor
Come visit our brand new Porsche building

2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street.  go North 1/2 mile...

Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Current Membership 502*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

Ken & Darcey Owings ....................29
Sue Sarin ........................................ 20
Jeff Layson ..................................... 19
Allan & Nancy Rothfeder ...............19
Dinesh & Anand Telang .................18
Donna Wittl  .................................. 18
Mark Breeding ............................... 17
Bob & Carolyn MacKool .................16
John & Yvonne Welte ....................16 

Tim & Barb Pott ............................. 10 
Richard & Susan Allison .................   9
Frank & Shari Burger .....................   9
Jay & Stephanie Riegle ..................   8
Peter Stanger .................................   7
Gareth Williams .............................   7
Tim Boertman & Kathi Manor .......   5
Paul & Carolyn Lichter ...................   4
Joe & Mary Pat Conen ...................   3

Robert Kay .....................................   3
Steve & Ellen Ramsburgh ................3
Sabarish Gurusubramanian ...........   2
Ron & Deb Weisberger ..................   2
Gary Brandt ...................................   1
Seamus & Marcia Hatch ................   1
Bob Henderson ..............................   1
Gregory Penney .............................   1

Arland Gifford
Ann Arbor, MI
2010 Black 911 Turbo

Peter & Jessica MacFarlane
Novi, MI
1989 Guards Red 911 C4

* Includes 305 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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Germans must be anti-American. Germans do not cele-
brate the 4th of July, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, or Thanks-
giving. And while Germany has a baseball league, is the 
home of the ancestral hot dog, and allows a few Chevys, 
it has no apple pie (it does, however, have Apfelstrudel, 
Apfelstreusel, Apfelkuchen, Apfeltasche, and even McDon-
ald’s original tongue-scalding hot apple pockets.

   But the most so-
cialist, anti-Ameri-
can concept here, of 
course, is the ironi-
cal Rechts vor Links 
(right before left).
Rechts vor links is a 
law in which the car 
on the right at inter-
sections has right-of-
way.
   Sure, there’s prob-
ably nothing in-

herently wrong with this straightforward law. But since 
Americans come pretty close to Germans when it comes 
to complaining (count how many different words Germans 
have for complaining—it gets close to the number of words 
for “snow” in Eskimo), I’m going to use my God-given 
American right to complain about a law in another country.
As might be expected from a country with egalitarian goals 
while still living in a hierarchical culture (I’m looking at you, 
Herr Professor Doktor), this law is good in theory but less 
than ideal in practice. At least, for this American.
 There is a similar law in the most U.S. states, but in most 
cases, the actual rule that drivers follow is whoever gets 
there first goes first (first come, first serve—as reflected by 
our culture). Once in a while someone follows the law and 
screws everything up.
Let me recap this German law.
When coming to an intersection, the car to the right has 
right-of-way unless:
• there is a yield sign (then this car always has to yield)
• there is a right-of-way sign (then this car always has 

right-of-way)
Taken at face value, this is a pretty simple rule. The Ger-
man example in figure 1 shows the blue car approaching 
the intersection while the purple car is already there. So 
of course, the blue car has right-of-way. There’s a good 
chance that an American driver may accidentally make the 

right decision here.
 In the U.S. the purple car would probably try to go be-
cause it was there first. Once in a while, someone invokes 
the Goofy Gophers Courtesy Clause, where drivers try to 
out-nice each other in letting the other go first. This turns 
into a Mexican standoff of flashing headlights and waving 
hands with everyone waiting for the other to go. The alter-
native would be everyone going at the same time, crashing 
in spectacular fashion. Let’s make America wait again!

 In this second example (figure 2), the blue car approach-
es a T-intersection. Even though it would naturally have to 
stop, while the purple car has no natural impedence, the 
blue car has right-of-way. An American driver, if he doesn’t 
hit the other car, would be cursing at bad German drivers.

 

P

B

This is the real reason I stay away from 
McDonald’s here— I will eat as many 
of these as I can every time.

Figure 1: Blue car has right-of-way.  Also, don’t 
get me started on why the striped lines are 
white.

Figure 2: Blue car still has right-of-way, even in 
this T-intersection.

B

P

Rechts Vor Links (Right Before Left)
Story and photos by Bahn Stormer’s European Correspondant and RSR’s Cranky Webmeister Emmanual Garcia 
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Okay—pop quiz, hot shot: who gets to go first in figure 3?  
In Germany, the order would be green car, blue car, purple 
car. In the United States, the typical order would probably 
be purple car, green car, blue car, because we’re not hea-
thens.

 In the last example below (figure 4), the purple car 
would have to wait until all the cars (blue, green, and red) 
go through the intersection, because in each case, rechts 
vor links.  An American driver would be trying to sneak 
between the blue and green car while the other drivers 
point repeatedly at their temples or make wiping motions 
over their faces.  The British racing green car in the middle 
would, of course, veer out of line, go over the curb, and 
drive through the grass just to get out of the harmonious 
flow of traffic. Or as they say here in Germany, Brausfahrt.
 And what happens in the classic scenario of four cars 
arriving at the same time? I’m pretty sure here it’s based 
on the proper pecking order of something like Porsche, 
Mercedes, BMW, Audi, and then other German brands. In 
America, the pick up truck will probably go first.

 

 Germans can be reasonable people. To help drivers out, 
there is a often a right-of-way sign (Vorfahrtschild) on the 
“through” street. The other street will typically have a cor-
responding yield sign.  You would think that you would al-
ways see this sign just ahead of the intersection, and you 
would be wrong, because Germans also do things their 
own way. Sometimes it comes after the intersection, pre-
sumably because that’s when speeding Germans will actu-
ally see the sign.  So in Germany, you need permission to 
have the right-of-way.

 The problem is not when there’s a sign, but when there 
isn’t one. In urban streets, sometimes it’s hard to tell the 
difference between a street and a driveway.  So while 
you’re driving down a narrow street trying to avoid pedes-
trians, bicyclists, and parked cars, you also have to watch 
for cars coming from behind buildings who have the right-
of-way.
 The first two examples I have below are on the main 
road of a small town, so it would generally have the right-
of-way. 

Figure 3: Germany – green – blue – purple; 
U.S. – purple – green – blue

B

P

G R

Figure 4: OK—now this is just ridiculous

Figure 5: Vorfahrtschilder—you may pro-
ceed.

Sometimes it’s after the road.

(Continued on page 13)

B

P

G
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3rd Saturday of Every 
Month  

(April – Oct) 
April	15,	May	20,	June	17,	July	15,	August	19,	

September	16,	October	21	

All	Cars	&	Enthusiasts	Welcome!	
For	more	information	on	Cars	and	Coffee	–		

jonheidorn@comcast.net	
	

	

Join	us	at	Zingerman’s	Roadhouse	
2501	Jackson	Ave,	Ann	Arbor	
7:30am	–	9:00am	

This	is	Not	A	Rally	Sport	Region	–	Porsche	Club	of	America	Event	
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The third is inside a bigger town, and that last one is ran-
dom.

 The first time I lived in Germany, I never knew about 
this law in the entire 18 months I lived there. To me, it just 
seemed like people would randomly give me the right-of-
way in cases I wasn’t expecting. Luckily I never caused an 
accident, although I’m sure I ticked off a lot of drivers.
So there’s a good chance that an American driver here 
would not immediately die because of this law. An Ameri-
can driver will most likely die trying to drive too fast on the 
autobahn or the Nürburgring, which is as it should be.

Sometimes it’s before the road.

[No sign. That means no right-of-way. This car 
slowed down for the pedestrian, not the road.]

[This partially hidden sign looks like a warning sign, but 
it’s upside down so it’s obviously not. No ambiguity 
here. In the town where I took this picture, many right-
of-way signs were obscured.]

I don’t even know what this is. A sign in mourn-
ing?



14



15

Ready Yet?
D.E. Prep/Tech Day
Saturday, April 15
10 am to 4 pm at Munk's Motors
Inspections in time for the first PCA DEs
and Waterford Hills OTDs of the season

We will take appointments for inspections
that day. Call 248-681-8081 for details. 

Bring your car, your questions about
High Performance Driver education, 
and an appetite. Lunch will be provided
at this family-friendly event.
RSVP encouraged to events@munks.com
Free brake flush and alignment measurement
for D.E. instructors

NO CHARGE

Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Mark your calendar for the 13th Annual...

Due to popular demand, we recommend that you RSVP to: devil@munks.com

Saturday, May 13 
10 am to 3 pm
at Munk's in Waterford
3080 W. Huron (M-59) 48328

Goodie bags  Food & drink
Raffles  Experts
Sponsored by
Munk's Motors & SEMPCA
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz.  

When Driving Was Hard
 
Today we might complain when our built in navigation 
system can’t feed us the required directions to Granny’s 
house.  We are annoyed at how often we need a quick oil 
change and a flat tire is a disaster.  The truth is that we 
drive in an era of unprecedented convenience and effi-
ciency where travel occurs with minimal participation of 
the occupant.   Yet many people want autonomous driving 
where everything occurs at almost no level of participa-
tion.  I personally began driving in the late 60’s when driv-
ing was relatively easy.  My father knew the true mean-
ing of driving when it was difficult and his driving career 
started just a couple of decades before me.  None of that 
compares to what driving was like at the very beginning of 
the automotive era.
 I recently read a book titled Pioneers, Engineers, and 
Scoundrels, The Dawn Of The Automobile In America.  It 
was written by a highly renowned automotive historian, 
Beverly Rae Kimes and published by SAE Internation-
al.  There was so much I learned in this book about auto 
manufacturers, challenges to driving in the early days and 
fascinating stories about early racing.  But one story really 
resonated with me that described what a true adventure it 
was to drive the earliest automobiles.
 Gotlieb Daimler was one of the earliest innovators of 
automotive engines and adapting engines to chassis.  His 
first four door automobile was actually adapted to a stage-
coach.  But what we seldom hear about is the important 
role his wife played in his struggles to find acceptance and 
financial backing for what then was an impractical mode 
of transportation.  Gotlieb’s wife, Emma Kunz took it upon 
herself to prove the value of the automobile.  With her me-
chanic she took the prototype car on an epic journey in 
1888.  She drove from Mannheim to Pforzheim, a distance 
of 62 miles, to visit her mother.  Understand that she did 
this on primitive roads and there were no road markings 
much less maps at that time.  Her mechanic had to make 
repairs at village smithies and the fuel for the car was ben-
zene, a cleaning product that had to be purchased from 
a pharmacy.  News quickly spread about her accomplish-
ment but Gotlieb only sold his first car the year that his 
wife died in 1892.  The next time you are stewing while sit-
ting in a traffic jam think about the bravery and conviction 
it took for Emma to prove her husband was on to a good 
idea and where you might be if that trip had never taken 

place.
 If you started driving Porsches when they were 356 
models you have your own stories of dedication to driving.  
Although they were advanced for their day they reflect a 
time when driving was much harder.  For most 356 own-
ers 90 horsepower meant you had the Super model.   The 
356 had none of the features we take for granted in our 
modern Porsche.  For one thing heat was more a function 
of the season than of the wisps of tepid air flowing through 
leaking heat exchangers coated in stinky smoking oil.  The 
ride was abysmally harsh but we loved it anyway.   The six 
volt battery was always just one long cranking away from 
totally giving up.  I drove my 356 B daily to work for a few 
years and as bad as it was it never failed to put a smile 
on my face.  During the winter I kept an ice scraper handy 
to clear the frost off the inside of the windshield.   I got 
adept at pushing the car to the nearest ramp of the park-
ing garage to bump start the car.  Once a brake line rusted 
through and I got home by purposely running into snow 
banks to slow down.  I changed the oil every 1,500 miles 
and adjusted the valves every 3,000.  It needed premium 
gas and got mediocre mileage.  If I ever pushed the motor 
too hard before it was warmed up it would short out an 
ignition plug by cracking the internal porcelain.  It needed 
frequent repacking of wheel bearings and filling of grease 
fittings.  You had to learn what sounds and rattles were se-
rious and which could be ignored until better weather to 
work on them.  Selling that car for one that was only seven 
years newer was like entering a totally new era in motor-
ing.  Every decade would bring new generations of Porsche 
that were light years advanced from previous models.  But 
as some people who have held on to their 356s will tell 
you, no amount of hardship can detract from the fun that 
can be had in an old car.

Then

Now
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One thing that has always been a constant in my life is that 
when I become interested in something I dive in head first.  
I am the guy who is constantly researching before buying, 
learning as much as possible after the purchase and hold-
ing/collecting every tidbit of information available so that I 
can stand with a group of likeminded individuals and hold 
intelligent conversations about whatever it is I am doing 
now.  Like you I am a Porsche fanatic (I’m going to make 
that assumption because you’re reading this) maybe not 
as much as some, but certainly more so than others.  If 
you’ve met me you probably noticed that I have the key to 
my 1986 911 Carrera tattooed on my left forearm, because 
winning races starts on the left.  Yes I am that committed.  
All it took was my first hard acceleration out of a corner for 
me to realize that this was the last sports car marquee that 
would ever park in my garage.
 You may have assumed from my tattoo reference above 
that I am part of the younger generation of Porsche enthu-
siasts starting to occupy the drives, track days and get-to-
gethers of our club.  Not to say that older men and women 
do not enjoy the hours of painful bliss that is stabbing your-
self thousands of times with an ink covered needle but it 
certainly lends itself to those of us who are under 40 (I am 
36 by the way).  With that age comes something usually not 
found in previous generations of mankind which is ADD.  I 
was diagnosed with adult ADD 6 years ago and with that di-
agnosis came medication that, amongst other things, gives 
me laser like focus on whatever the task at hand is.  That 
focus is a help and a hindrance when it comes to life in gen-
eral.  The help is that I have this ability to do what I men-
tioned previously, exhausting research and data collection 
to the nth degree while having an almost eidetic memory 
about that data or research after the fact.  The hindrance is 
that it is very easy to remove myself from whatever it was 
I was doing or enjoying previously to focus on whatever 
needs to be solved or enjoyed next.  This leads to a stack 
up of cast away hobbies or forgotten loves that have either 
been there from the beginning or have taken hold within 
a few years past.  This stack up can be burdening to those 
of us with too much on our plates or too much focus on a 
single passion.  To those with this stack I refer you to the 
title of this article, take a break man!
 Like a lot of us Michiganders our winters are spent hud-
dled up with a lot of downtime.  My last two winters were 
spent researching what batch of upgrades or refreshers I 
needed or would like to perform on my 911 (Lola) in the 

spring before exiting hibernation mode and entering drive 
mode.  Previous upgrades included turbo tie rods, new ex-
haust, shocks/struts, tires, AC removal, etc.  But this winter 
was different.  I’m not going to lie and say I spent no time 
at all but I am happy with the car as it is and aside from 
new headlights (bye-bye sugar scoops) and motor mounts 
nothing else is going change or require a lot of planning.  
So what is a car guy with this ability to focus and need for 
a project to do if not work on his car?  Simple, take a break 
from it all!
 My break came by way of a love that has been with me 
from almost the beginning and that is being a drummer 
and percussionist.  I have been playing percussion in some 
form or another since I was 8 years old and for a long time 
it took a back seat to life, family, career and other interests.  
I never stopped playing completely but it certainly wasn’t 
something I was focusing on at all.  That all changed when 
a drummer I follow on Instagram posted that he offered 
lessons via Skype.  This peaked my interest because I live in 
the middle of nowhere and had thought of taking lessons 
again but none were available nearby.  So I messaged him 
and set up a lesson.  I am certainly not the best drummer 
but I have always placed myself somewhere in the top 50% 
of those I have ever heard and thought “this is going to be 
a waste of time”.  Boy was I wrong!  It was an eye opening 
experience.  Not only did I realize I still had a lot to learn 
but was also the first lesson I had taken since my ADD di-
agnosis.  Hello laser focus!  I spent the next 4 months tak-
ing lessons and practicing more than I ever had.  This new 
found focus was amazing and I was progressing at a rabid 
pace, so much so that I realized I needed a true practice 
space.  I needed something with sound isolation for my 
family’s sake and a great learning environment for my own.  
PROJECT TIME!  WOOHOO!  What was great about this 
project is I had never done any home renovation before 
let alone build a studio or practice space.  I had to research 
and study and collect data, it was great and really drew my 
attention away from “the car” for the first time in years.  I 
built walls, put in sound insulation, lighting, ran cables, in-
stalled duct work, hung drywall, mud/tape/paint, flooring; 
the works!  Now I have this space where I can wake up long 
before the rest of the house, make a bowl of macha tea and 
work on sticking until it’s time to join the normal world of 
work and family.  While it has been a true blessing to have 
this space (even though like all projects it’s still not quite 
done) an unexpected benefit came to be, taking a break 

C’mon! Take a Break
 By RSR Member Garrett Roberson
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from my Porsche fixation actually gave me time to reflect 
on it.  I was able to scale back my project list on the car 
which usually consumes a week of vacation every spring 
and apply that time to other things that I want to do but al-
ways added to the stack.  Sure I am going to put the wheels 
on, wash and wax, install the headlights and mounts but 
that is 1 day, not 5!  Those other days will be spent getting 
my wood shop set up so that I can build that entry way 
nook for my wife, build proper cabinetry for our kitchen 
remodel and potentially a new dining room table down the 
road. Show some love to my F150 daily driver and possibly 
tidying up the landscaping.  All great things that will pro-
vide as much if not more fulfillment than wrenching on a 
car that I love almost as much as my wife and kids (well, it’s 
a close tie with the kids at the moment. Haha!).  Regard-
less, less time spent on the 1 project that I stepped away 
from lead to more time for the smaller projects that have 
stacked up over the last couple years.  Projects that fulfill 
that “general satisfaction” side of the brain for me and ful-
fill the wants of those around me that mean so much.
 As I wrap up you may be asking yourself, “What the hell 
is the point of this story?  Why am I reading this?” My hope 
is that if you are a young-ish man/women like me you will 
see that sometimes taking a break from something you 
love is the best way to not only appreciate how much you 
enjoy it but also how many other things there are to en-
joy that have nothing to do with “it”.  If you are an older 
club member and are not already saying to yourself “Damn 
Kids, they don’t know anything about life,”  I hope you will 
sleep well tonight knowing that one of those damn kids has 
learned a valuable life lesson and that this club will some-
day rest in the hands of true enthusiasts who love their 
Porsches as much as you do and also love their life as much 
as I hope that you do too.
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Glenn Trapp, the member every member knows! As Mem-
bership Chair and Club Historian Glenn has been instrumen-
tal in RSR’s growth and success.  As a Charter Member, Glenn 
is “as good as “when it comes to who we are and where we 
came from.

Another well attended Time with Tim is behind us. The 
March gathering was the second installment on the work-
ings of a Porsche motor and the requisite hardware that 
makes that big “factory power” happen. Last month Tim 
covered the inner workings of a cylinder head and valve-
train. This month Tim covered the rotating assembly which 
is comprised of the crankshaft, connecting rods and pis-
tons. There were several in depth discussions on the manu-
facturing and reconditioning methods for crankshafts and 
connecting rods. I don’t think much was left on the table 
about engine bearings and pistons either.
 As is the norm, the attendees were able to leave Time 
with Tim with a far greater understanding of the com-
plexities that surround what is usually thought of as simple 
components. What is also the norm is that all questions 

were welcomed, regardless of simplicity and they were en-
couraged to keep coming until the subject in question was 
understood.  Again, thanks to Sebastian Gaeta for support-
ing this Time With Tim and providing another wonderful 
brunch spread.
 The next installment of TwT, on April 15th will cover the 
Porsche engine case and its integrated components. Plan 
to attend as the summer break for Time with Tim is just 
around the corner.   

Time With Tim -- March & Crankshafts etc.
Story by Past President Rick Mammel with photos by Glenn Trapp
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Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
I recently attended the Winter Board of Directors Meeting 
in Los Angeles, arriving early enough to be able to take a 
beautiful new Porsche out at the Porsche Driving Experi-
ence.  After the day of fun, I spent 2 entire days in meet-
ings, including the Board of Directors Meeting.  The week-
end concluded with a reception held at the newly opened 
Porsche Experience Center in Carson, CA, where the eve-
ning began with a tour.  This beautiful facility consists of 
the Porsche Driving Experience, a Human Performance 
Center, a Driving Simulator Center, and Porsche Exclusive.  
The center is also the new home of Porsche Motorsports 
North America, the only authorized provider in the US and 
Canada for the sale, parts supply, and service of all special-
ly manufactured Porsche racecars.  A large glass wall pro-
vides visitors a view of the workshop, where historical rac-
ing cars are repaired and track vehicles are maintained.  In 
the lobby was displayed an amazing collection of Porsches 
including a 911R, a GT3RS, a 917, as well as a 959 proto-
type. The workshop display contains some very iconic race-
cars.  Following the tour, we enjoyed a cocktail reception in 
the café adjacent to the boutique before sitting down to a 
wonderful dinner at Restaurant 917. 
 With the unseasonably warm days sprinkled throughout 
this winter, many members have already been able to take 
off the car covers, unplug the trickle chargers, and get out 
for a drive.  I attended Motor-Stadt’s Annual Holiday Din-
ner at the Spartan Hall of Fame Café, which had an excel-
lent turnout from the region.  This year’s event included a 
speaker.  Lori Mauthe, whose father, Peter Schutz was the 
CEO of Porsche AG in the 80’s, entertained us with numer-
ous anecdotes of his time in charge of Porsche, including 
how he saved the 911.
 I also recently attended ARPCA’s All Member Dinner at 
the Blue North Restaurant in Pittsburgh.  The region filled 
the restaurant to capacity for this dinner, which celebrated 
the region’s new members. 
 They welcomed the new members with wonderful do-
nated prizes and encouraged them to continue to partici-
pate and enjoy the camaraderie that is PCA.  During the 
evening they also presented their enthusiast of the year 
awards.  It was a wonderful evening and everyone had an 

enjoyable time.
Events are continually being added to the region calen-
dars.  Please remember to frequently check your inboxes, 
region’s newsletter and website. Many regions’ events cal-
endars are posted on the Events page of the Zone 4 web-
site http://zone4.pca.org .  Visit the website for the latest 
details on many of the events that are being planned.  Here 
are just some of the events taking place this month:  
• MOR/OVR/CIR Social at the Taj Ma Garaj in Dayton is 

April 8 
• April 11 is Motor-Stadt Region’s Board Meeting at Spag-

noulos’s in Okemos 
• Michiana Region’s Business Meeting at Dandino’s Sup-

per Club in Goshen is April 12
• April 15 is Rally Sport Region’s Time with Tim at Rennstat 

at ArborMotion in Ann Arbor
• Ohio Valley Region’s Spring Classic Driving Tour is April 

22
• April 22 is Southeast Michigan Region’s New Member 

Gathering
• Western Michigan Region’s Stroganoff Cook Off is April 

22
• April 28-30 is Central Indian Region’s DE and Instructor 

Development at Putnam Park
• Northern Ohio Region’s Spring DE at Mid Ohio Sports 

Car Course is April 28-30 
• ARPCA’s Spring Road Rally is April 30

If you have any questions or comments please feel free to 
contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Thanks,
Michael

Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano

Zone 4 Representative
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CARS FOR SALE  

2003 996 Race Car: 28,000 miles, 7000 Track miles.  PCA 
Race Class J-Stock.  
Purchased in 2005.  
Over $50K in track 
upgrades and modi-
fications. All track 
modifications and 
maintenance per-

formed locally.  Automotive Techniques/ Jeff Jones and 
Rennstatt Racing/ Tim Pott. Bilstein PSS9 adjustable sus-
pension revalved with heavier springs. Brembo Big Red 
calipers with floating hat slotted rotors. AIM Pista dash 
and data logger. GIAC performance tuned ECU to map en-
gine/exhaust changes. Recaro Hans 1-piece driver seat. 
GT3 Lower control arms, GT3 adjustable F/R sway bars and 
drop links. TRG lightweight Flywheel and racing clutch. Co-
pan’s limited slip differential.  2 extra sets of 18 inch CCW 
wheels. Tarrett Engineering Front and rear adjustable cam-
ber plates. Many other performance related upgrades. 
$34,000. Please call Dan Gaulin PCA Member, Northville 
MI. 248-921-0400. (04/17)

2002 Porsche Boxster:  Mileage: 125,000 (avg 8K/year) NO 
Winters! Transmission: 
5-speed manual. Exte-
rior: Lapis Blue Metallic.
Interior: Graphite Gray 
Leather. Condition: 
Clean, meticulously 
maintained with com-
plete documentation, 

no accidents, Very minor exterior scratches and minimal 
interior wear. Aftermarket options: 18” Porsche turbo twist 
wheels (have original wheels), new Michelin PSS. Recently 
replaced parts: Back window, water pump, brakes, fluids, 
filters, HVAC screen. Asking price: $12,900 OBO. Email: 
phil@philmatherracing.com Phone: 734-476-0617 (12/16)

2008 911 Turbo Cabrio-
let:  One owner, garage 
kept vehicle that has 
never seen rain or snow, 
and has been 100% 
dealer maintained. All 

wheel drive, Tiptronic S, full leather interior, Bose Sound 
System and Navigation.  Perfect condition with 11,095 
miles.  Asking $79,500. Call or text Bob Hlavaty at 313-805-
7208. (08/16)

2008 Cayman S:  70K Miles. Enthusiast owned, always ga-
raged, and never driven in 
winter.   Meteor grey metal-
lic exterior with stone grey 
interior.  6 spd manual (new 
clutch).  Options include 
“Preferred Package” (match-
ing floor mats, colored 

Porsche crest wheel caps, Bose high end sound, rain sens-
ing wipers, automatic day/night mirrors),  heated/power 
seats with memory, Bi-Xenon Headlamps Package (auto 
leveling), auto climate control and 19 inch Carrera Classic 
wheels.  Full service records since purchased Certified Pre-
owned at 18K.  Moving to a right hand drive country and I 
am unable to take it with me sadly.   Asking $29K.  Email me 
at benedictwd@gmail.com. (08/16)

OTHER ITEMS

GT3 Parts:  I am parting out a 2007 997 GT3 with 7,506 
miles. Lightweight hood w/ opener assy. $1,200. Outer two 
front radiator assemblies.$1,500/set. Rear motor mounts. 
$350 pair. Alcantara shifter with e-brake assembly. $1,250. 
3 sets new 19” Pirelli race slicks. $3,000 . Victor Racing sil-
ver 19” wheels with used slicks.$1,200. Windshield wiper 
assy. $250. Contact Tom Green, 734-417-0030 or paragons-
vc@aol.com. (04/17)

Wheels: 4-Zinik Rims & Fierce Tires: 18” Chrome Wheels, 
10-Spoke, Two 5-Lug Mounting Patterns; mounted on 
HP 225/40R18 88H Tires, Basically Brand New. Price: 
$1200.00.  4-Porsche Turbo Twist Polished Aluminum 18” 
Rims & Tires: Front: 8x18-Rims with Sumitomo HTRZII 
235/40ZR/18 91Y Tires. Rear: 11x18-Rims with Sumitomo 
HTRZII 275/35ZR/18 95W Tires. Less than 2000-miles on 
tires which have a very wide thread-width and a great 
thread pattern. Includes 4-antique solid polished alumi-
num stamped center caps with the Porsche Crest. Price: 
$2800.00.  Pirelli PZero Asimmetrico Tires only: 2-Front: 
225/40ZR/18, 2-Rear: 295/30ZR/18. Tires only; maybe 
8-yrs old a little hard plenty of thread left for abuse, best 

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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offer.  Call or Text: Wes @ 248-425-1112 in South, Lyon, MI 
for pictures, pick-up only. (08/16)

Cobra Sebring Pro Race Seat for sale: 2009 model. Excel-
lent condition. $1k new. $450 OBO. Andy 734-718-6432. 
(07/16)
 
Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/16) 

WANTED ITEMS

997 Wheels: 18” Porsche 
factory or “TUV” rated 
wheels for track use.  
Integrity and soundness 
important -- cosmetics, 
not so much.  Contact 
Mike O’Rear at 734-214-
9993 or mor734@gmail.
com. (04/17)

911 Seats:  Looking for a set of seats for my ‘86 911.  Can be 
in need of restoration as long as the foam is in good shape.  
Interested in something with good thigh/kidney bolster 
support for track days but no fixed backs to keep my wife 
happy on tour days. 80’s Recaro’s (doesn’t have to be from 
Porsche) or “sport” seats would be preferred.  Would like 
to keep cost low.  Contact g.roberson567@yahoo.com with 
offers. (3/16)

Join in the fun!

use this small one 
when reproducing
less than 1/2 inch

Join your fellow Porsche Club of America members at the 62nd Porsche Parade on 
July 9-15, 2017. Parade is PCA’s annual, weeklong event enjoyed by several thousand 
of your fellow members, who will gather this year in Spokane, Washington. 

Parade participants will enjoy Driving Tours and a Gimmick Rally to explore eastern 
Washington’s mountain vistas and high desert, the Concours at Riverfront Park, an 
Autocross, and a Time-Speed-Distance Rally to test your competitive spirit. 

When you want to step away from driving, Spokane is a walkable city with award- 
winning eateries, the Cork District tasting rooms, craft breweries, and boutique 
shopping. Bring the kids, too, as they’ll be kept busy with activities such as model 
Porsche Concours, RC Car racing, and an ice cream social (well, adults can join in the 
ice cream, too).

REGISTRATION OPENS

FEBRUARY 21ST

HOUSING RESERVATIONS AND  
PARADE REGISTRATION  

OPEN ON FEBRUARY 21ST. 

REGISTRATION FOR EVENTS 
OPENS ON APRIL 3RD.
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty

Rd.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Members & Visitor Present: 
Tom Krueger, Eric Gideon, Andy Sasyk, James Lang, Tim Nor-
man, and Peter MacFarlane - new member.

Call to Order:  Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 7:07PM 
at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

President’s Report: Tim and Peter are going to the presi-
dent’s meeting in March and Christian will go to the DE meet-
ing on Sunday.

Meeting Minutes:  Approval deferred to next month.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the December 
2016, January & February 2017 financial reports.  He also re-
viewed the comparison of 2015 versus 2016 Income and Ex-
pense Report.  The Driver Education Financial Summary was 
also reviewed.  Motion: To approve all reports passed
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any 
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn 
(burghard.linn@gmail.com). Motion: approve Dec and Jan/
Feb.

Insurance Report:  No report

Advertising Report:  No report

Membership:  Glenn sent a text to Tim and the club stands 
at 305 members.

Track Report:   Waterford had a board meeting and the Au-
gust event was cancelled.  The track committee decided to 
add another Tuesday event.   The board discussed other op-
tions that may work ILO the Waterford weekend event. They 
also decided to inventory how many helmets we have and 
review other options for helmets because of the issues with 
Bell.  Dan Kantrow will get the cost of other helmet options 
and review with the board next month.
 
Newsletter:  Deadline newsletter material is March 19.

Events Committee:  No report.
• Mar 4: Pizza and a Movie Night, Jim Dunham’s Barn, Hosts:  

Jim Dunham and Andy Sasyk
• Mar 18: First of Spring Cars and Coffee at Porsche of Ann 

Arbor
• June 11:  Gilmore Car Museum, Host: Axel Schmidt
• Apr 29: Swap Meeting with SEM.
• May 20:  Auburn & Cord Museum, Host: Matt Huber
• Sept 10: Soaring with RSR, Tri-Hosts:  Dave Finch, Peter 

Grant and John Kytasty
• Oct 14:  Annual RSR Color Tour  Hosts:  Stewart and Sally 

Free
• Nov ??:  Polar Bear Run, Host: Sebastian Gaeta
• Dec??: Holiday Party, 

New Business:  None

Old Business: None

Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
7:53PM.
Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, March 7, 2017
Tim Pott:  President........................................................... Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President ............................................... Absent  
Burghard Linn: Treasurer .................................................. Present 
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ........................................... Present
Rick Mammel: Past President & Advertising ...................... Absent
Kevin Kral .......................................................................... Present

Jim Dowty:  Insurance Chair .............................................. Present 
Axel Schmidt ...................................................................... Absent
Dan Kantrow ..................................................................... Present
Jeremy Goddard ................................................................. Absent
John Kytasty ...................................................................... Present
 

https://www.pca.org/porsche-panorama-mobile-apps
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Last month I pointed to our illustrious president’s “On the 
Grid” column as the inspiration for my “From the Back 
Seat” edition in which I mused over the roots of my love 
of automobiles. Well, I must once again thank Tim for my 
inspiration for this month’s column…with the minor varia-
tion being “you’ve got to be kidding me” when he wrote 
about why people like Porsches.
 Tim and I have been friends for a long time…since 
I bought my first Porsche over 25 years ago and went 
searching for a good independent mechanic to take care 
of it. Tim spent a long time on the phone with me as I 
peppered him with question after question about his 
qualifications as a Porsche mechanic and specific issues 
with my “new” Porsche (it was actually a used 1988 911 
Cabriolet). From that phone call, a friendship and profes-
sional relationship were born.
 I have the highest regard for Tim’s expertise when it 
comes to anything related to auto repair, and while he 
is a certified expert on Porsches, his overall knowledge 
and expertise on a wide range of automobiles is above 
reproach. I’ve entrusted him with the care and feeding 
of the various Porsches I’ve owned over the past two 
plus decades, but also with my BMW club racer and a 
wide assortment of drivers, both foreign and domestic. 
He has kept them all on the road and safe…and has now 
expanded to the kid’s fleet of cars (5 of them in all…one 
car per kid). What greater testimony can you give than to 
say I put the safety of their cars in his hands?
 So with all that said, I read with both astonishment and 
amusement his article from last month about why people 
are drawn to Porsches. And just so you know, he has been 
forewarned that I was going to reflect back on his article 
with some thoughts of my own…that don’t necessarily 
agree with his specifics. Hey! What are friends for if not to 
keep you honest once in a while?
 So in answer to his own question about why people are 
drawn to Porsches, he first makes note of the stature of 
the Porsche branding. No arguments here. The folks from 
Stuttgart are master marketers and have capitalized on 
the success of their car with world-renowned branding, 
including, as Tim points out, their own printing font called 
“Porscha”. Hmmm? Kinda like how the word sounds when 
properly pronounced. 
 Next up as to why we’re drawn to Porsche is the “911”. 
Here again, I have no argument. I remember reading 
somewhere that the side view outline of the 911 is one 

of the most immediately recognized shapes in the world. 
While others may argue to the contrary, the distinctive 
shape of the 911, in conjunction with its rear-engine drive 
train layout, has defined the mark since its inception in 
1966 (following the very early cars and 356s). That basic 
shape and rear engine drive train layout remains to this 
day…a run of 51 years…totally unheard of in the industry. 
As Tim points out, it has taken some remarkable engineer-
ing to keep the car competitive with mid and front engine 
layouts…and maintain the classic 911 shape while housing 
lots of bigger “stuff” (basically, just about everything 
is bigger in today’s 911 as compared to the early cars). 
Finally this year, certain race oriented 911s are sporting a 
mid-engine layout in order to compete in racing venues 
where razor thin advantages are the difference between 
a win and a non-podium finish. Interestingly, they simply 
switched the transmission from in front of the engine to 
behind it…certainly more complicated than it sounds, 
but now it’s “mid-engine”! While Porsche has made, and 
continues to make many great cars that are not 911s, the 
brand will forever be identified with the 911. Well said 
Tim.
 As Tim further relates, Porsche’s dominance in multiple 
racing venues is renowned, and the close association and 
resemblance of many of the cars raced with those sold by 
the dealers is a huge draw for any sports car fan. I don’t 
know as much about the Porsche racing legend as I’d like, 
but I believe the 935 was a car raced by a large number 
of independent teams with incredible success, and minus 
the paint scheme and decals, looked just like the 930 
turbo you could buy from a dealer. It wasn’t, of course, 
but that’s a different story!
 Now comes the interesting stuff!? People are drawn to 
Porsches for their reliability? Hmmmm? Really? All those 
who have never been stranded or had to “limp” home in 
their Porsche, please stand up. Hello! Anybody? Probably 
not. Aside from some of their most notable (and poten-
tially catastrophic) “oops” things like pop up valves, chain 
tensioners, and IMS bearings (to name a few), there are a 
host of electronic “gadgets” that seem to have a propen-
sity to fail. However, giving the devil his due, many of the 
Porsches still on the road are 25 years old or older, so I 
guess I need to concede that a host of these failures can 
be excused due to “old age”. Still, while I love Porsche, I 
don’t think I’d characterize them as the most reliable car 
on the road.

From the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant
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 Practicality? Now here’s a real stretch (with the excep-
tion of the new non-911 stuff like Panameras, Macans, or 
Cayennes, all of which have lots of extra seating). When 
my kids were little they loved riding in the back seat of 
my 911, but they were little. Have you ever tried to get 
into the back of a 911? Let’s face the fact that sports cars 
are not meant to be practical, and that’s OK. That’s why 
they’re sports cars and not  family sedans. You want practi-
cal, but something with 4 or more places to sit. Rumor 
-- I’ve heard is that the only reason 911s have “back seats” 
is to dodge German taxes on 2-seat “sport cars”. Not sure 
that’s true, but I can’t think of any other reason for them 
to be there.

 OK, that’s my rant of reliability and practicality. Do I 
still own a Porsche? Yep. Do I absolutely love it, and the 
Porsche brand in general? You bet I do. It’s an emotional 
thing. They are plain and simple awesome cars. So while I 
don’t agree with Tim on a couple of items, I guess I’m on 
board with 4 of the 6 reasons he gives for why people love 
the car…and the brand. 66%. Not bad…”Louie, this could 
be the beginning of a beautiful friendship”.
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