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contact us today for clean, dry, 
climate controlled storage

669 State Circle, Ann Arbor, MI 48108  734-761-1088  
www.arbormotion.com/rennstatt

Rennstatt Racing is the performance division of ArborMotion.

winter 
storage
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I’ve recently learned that many teens 
these days don’t bother to get a driver’s 
license on their sixteenth birthday.  It 
seems that many kids don’t see the 
need to have a license, nor do they care 
to learn how to drive.  This is almost 
impossible for me to get my head 
around given the culture I grew up in.  

There was never a question of whether you would get a 
license, only when.  A driver’s license was a teenage rite of 
passage and our keys to independence.  
 One of my very best friends, Dickie Eastman (his real 
name and I’m not afraid to use it because he’s likely to be 
dead by now and if alive most certainly would never see this 
publication), was possibly the single worst influence on my 
formative years.  Dickie was extremely bright, hyperactive 
and had the habit of stealing anything that wasn’t nailed 
down.  He was the Tom Sawyer of our gang, plotting all the 
nefarious, illegal activities and adventures for us.  Dickie 
was also the first kid I knew to “steal” his parent’s family car, 
an early 1960’s Plymouth Fury II.  Dickie wasn’t waiting for 
no stinkin’ learner’s permit!  He had even taken the effort to 
have his own set of keys made just to facilitate his routine of 
stealing and driving.  In addition to all his other attributes, 
Dickie was also the shortest kid in my class.  So imagine 
a fourteen year-old, 5’ 4” tall or less child, driving around 
town trying to look adult and casual about the whole affair.  
The funniest part was that we saw nothing unusual about 
it!  Riding with Dickie (he never let me drive and I was too 
chicken to steal my family’s car) was my initiation into the 
world of independence and, scary as it was, I loved it.  We 
were learning things the old fashioned way, by doing them.    
 High school provided the official driver’s training 
program that was necessary to fulfill the legal requirements 
for a license.  After completion of a classroom course 
(mostly comprising of films showing horrible crashes of 
untrained kids driving their parent’s cars) we were eligible 
for the real deal behind the wheel training with some poor 
teacher trying to earn a few extra bucks on the weekend 
as a driving instructor.  Once the required number of hours 
training at the hands of the aforementioned sap had been 
met, you could go to the Secretary of State and take your 
final road test with a cop sitting beside you.  Everybody I 
knew up to that point had passed their test on the first try...
everybody!  I was confident because I felt I knew how to 
drive but I was also  nervous because if I failed, I would be 
the only person in history to have done so.  There was also 

the fact that driving with a cop next to me just made me 
nervous.  
 I remember my mom telling me to “just relax” and I’d 
be fine.  She had been riding with me the past few months 
while I was driving her around with my learner’s permit 
fulfilling the required number of hours behind the wheel 
with a licensed adult as a passenger.  After my driving test 
I pulled back into the parking lot of the Secretary of State 
office, cop by my side, and was informed that I had done 
everything perfectly “except for keeping your hands at 
10:00 and 2:00, and I’m going to flunk you for that!”.  I had 
been so focussed on staying relaxed that I had assumed a 
casual posture, resting my left arm on the armrest (I think 
that’s why they put it there) which naturally put my left 
hand at the 8 o’clock position as opposed to the required 10 
o’clock position. I was angry but also crushed and mortified.  
How could I possibly tell my friends?  Everybody knew when 
anyone was going for the final test, it had been talked about 
and built up for weeks leading to the sacred event.  This 
was the only time in my life that my mom suggested that I 
lie, and that is exactly what I did.  I don’t exactly remember 
what excuse I gave my friends when I didn’t come to school 
with my license, but Mom had my back and that was what 
was really important.  
 My second test was actually worse, almost getting into 
an accident.  I was trying to make a left hand turn at a busy 
intersection with a traffic light.  Thinking the intersection 
was clear I started my left turn when out of nowhere 
some guy came flying in the opposite direction through 
the intersection.  As the cop yelled in terror, I slammed 
on the brakes and we narrowly missed the other guy.  
“Didn’t you see that guy?”, the cop growled at me.  “No, 
did you?”, I responded.  I had yet to learn the subtleties of 
diplomacy.  The nice policeman directed me straight back 
to the Secretary of State office.  I didn’t have to be told I 
had failed. Luckily, I think I got “apathy cop” on the third try 
as he instructed me to head back to the office after going 
about two blocks and gave me my passing grade...phew!
 My point is that I would have done anything to pass 
that test!  If I had to test in another state or country, get 
a license there and transfer it back to Michigan, I would 
have gladly done so.  Nothing was going to keep me from 
my inalienable right to drive.  This is why, when I hear that 
many kids now don’t feel the same urgency for a license, I 
get so confused and concerned.  I just don’t know what this 
country is coming to.

On the Grid
 By RSR President Tim Pott 

(Continued on page 6)



6

  

 
Soar with RSR   

Sunday Sept. 11th 
Host:  Dave Finch & Peter Grant 

Picnic Master Chef:  John Kytasty 
 

 
 

Join RSR in Gregory, MI for an RSR 
sponsored picnic lunch and soaring at 
Richmond Field 

 
Glider Sessions @ $50 (cash) 

and up! 
 

! John (Burger Chef) Kytasty 
providing grilled burgers! 

! Bring Snacks or Dish to Pass 
and Lawn Chairs.. 

! Meet at the Zeeb Road McD’s 
at 10am for a 10:30 
departure. 

! Picnic tables are available. 
! Bring $50-$130 CASH if 

soaring.  
! Contact Dave Finch 

dfinch@raetech.com or Peter 
Grant pgrant@speakeasy.net 
for additional information. 

 
 

! (Back up date in case of rain: 
October 2nd) 

Thank You!

If you bother to read this publication you probably know 
by now how the success of this club is tied to our High 
Performance Drivers’ Education Events.  What you might 
not know is that they are also supported financially by 
some key people and corporations.  Our Grattan event was 
generously funded by Bloom Roofing (owned by member 
Tom Bloom) and Porsche of Ann Arbor.  Watermark 

Construction (owned by member Christian Maloof) kicked 
in for the purchase and printing of the tee shirts given out 
at the track.  These contributions made the event not only a 
smashing success on the “fun factor” level but also assured 
that we came out in black ink on the ledger end!  
 Additional thanks as always go to all the other hard 
working folks behind the scenes: Rich Chang - registration, 
Tom Krueger - online registration, Christian Maloof - CDI, 
Phil Mather - Assistant DI, and our entire team of driving 
instructors, too many to mention!  I’ve undoubtedly missed 
others to whom I offer my sincere regrets.  

(On the Grid  -- from page 5)
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RSR Calendar of Events

For more information on surrounding area events, see “Around the Zone” on page 23.

Claudia & Axel Schmidt host-
ed the 3rd Annual Ann Arbor 
Challenge.  It was an amaz-
ing effort and great fun for all 
who attended.

Christian Maloof as Track Chair puts trea-
mendous time and energy into making sure 
RSR Track Events are world class -- and the 
result is high attendance and a regional 
reputation that is the envy of other clubs.

Dave Cooper (along with his 
wife Norah) is the club’s social 
chair and hosted the success-
full Zone 4 Concours event at 
The Inn at St. Johns.

September 11 (Sun.)  Soar with RSR -- Hosts: Dave Finch, 
Peter Grant & John Kytasty (see page 6)

Septmber 13 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

September 20 (Tue.) RSR Drivers’ Education, Waterford 
Hills

September 25 (Sun.) 9:00 AM: RSR joins the Michigan 
Sports Car Club Autocross Event (see page 10)

October 4 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

October 15 (Sat.) 1:00 PM:  Annual RSR Color Tour -- 
Hosts:  Stewart & Sally Free, Doug & Joanne Ash and 
Al & Claire Utter (see page 10)

November 1 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

November 6 (Sun.)  Annual RSR Polar Bear Run -- Host: 
Sebastian Gaeta

December 6 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

December 10 (Sat.) RSR Holiday Party -- Host: Tim Pott
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Howard	  
Cooper	   	  
Import	  

Porsche	  of	  Ann	  Arbor

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor
Come visit our brand new Porsche building

2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street.  go North 1/2 mile...

Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Current Membership 491*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

Vigen & Talin Rose Darian..........................32
David Bates ................................................27
Glenn & Claudia Trapp ...............................22
Burghard & Kathy Linn ...............................19
Gregory & Pamela Hughes ........................18
Richard & Darice Morris ............................17
Chris Price ..................................................17
Christian & Valerie Maloof ........................14
John & Darlene Oliver ...............................14
Mike & Kathy O’Rear .................................13 
Robert & Marilyn Kelly ..............................12
Robert & Mary Ann Budd ..........................10
Jean-Marie & Monique Bertholee ...............8
John & Kristen Gibson .................................8
Bill Lynch ......................................................7

Muir Frey & Pam Herbster ...........................6
Maria & Ken Lizut ........................................5
Jonathan & Lynn Nelson ..............................5
David Bezy ...................................................4 
Ron & Linda Fayne .......................................4
Michael Heath .............................................4
Joe & Daphne Slater ....................................4
Tom & Kim Chestnut ....................................3
Kris Lamb .....................................................3
Seth Penchansky ..........................................2
Chris Conlin .................................................1
Oliver & Jo Dillard ........................................1
Jonathan Schweid ........................................1
Roger Shultz.................................................1

John Decator
Newport, MI
2011 White 911 Carrera GTS

Richard & Nancy Grajewski
Northville, MI
2016 White Macan S

* Includes 295 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. 
Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-
7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director: 
Vu Nguyen, PO Box 6400, Columbia, MD 21046 and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will 
ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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Wanna  ght some cones?
Come join fellow RSR members and our

 friends at Michigan Sports Car Club
for a fun fast day of autocross action!
Never done autocross?  No problem!

We’ll help you learn, and you can run at
yyour own pace-- it’s a great and safe way

to experience our great cars! 

Sunday, September 25th
Schoolcraft College Public Safety Training Complex

Livonia, MI (just south of I-96 and Merriman)
Register at MyAutoEvents.com, search for “MSCC”

Registration opens 9AM
First Car on Track 11AM

Questions?  Contact
 John & Diane Thomson at jthomso4@gmail.com
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Graduated License
 
What are you licensed to drive?  The answer of course is ev-
erything that is parked in your garage or driveway, whether 
that is a car, truck, motorcycle or even boat or airplane.   If 
it is a motorcycle you had to acquire an additional certifi-
cate.  An airplane requires its own license while a boat has 
none.  Certain sizes of truck such as a semi require their 
own endorsements but you can rent a large box truck with 
none.  There is a level of training required to prove com-
petency for vehicles that require more than the average or 
common level of skill.   But if you have a high performance 
sports car, should you be required to prove you have the 
necessary skills to operate it?
  When my father bought his first car he was not required 
to have an operator’s license of any kind.  In fact when the 
car salesman delivered his new car to the driveway of his 
house he did not know how to drive a car.  The salesman 
simply showed him how the pedals and controls worked 
and let him learn by trial and error by going back and forth 
on the driveway.  Drivers’ licenses came a short while later 
but they were strictly a revenue device and some would 
argue that that has never changed.  The drivers’ education 
we all received was not that far removed from what my fa-
ther received.   Yet we continue to wonder why the biggest 
mortality threat to young people has always been car ac-
cidents.  Other countries are far stricter than we are about 
not issuing a drivers’ license until the operator can prove 
competency.      
  When I first received a driver’s license I was marginally 
qualified to drive the family car on normal roads.   Just a 
few years later I owned my first Porsche and drove it on 
race tracks with no formal training.   Several years after that 
I finally attended the Jim Russell driving school and was 
given their competition license.  With that limited training 
I was qualified to obtain a provisional SCCA or FIA license.  
Even though I only had experience in a low powered For-
mula Ford, I could have stepped into any high powered 
race car.   In racing circles today the situation has only be-
come less controlled.   It is not uncommon that very young 
drivers rapidly progress through the ranks of professional 
racing.   Even the pinnacle of professional racing, Formula 1 
has a current situation where 17 year old Max Verstappen 
became an FIA licensed racing driver even though he did 
not hold a road driving license.   His racing experience was 
almost exclusively karts.  Formula 1 has just redefined their 
license criteria to exclude such young and inexperienced 

racers.   But some stock car racing series allow drivers as 
young as 15.  The criticism is that financial backing has be-
come more important than race driving experience.
  What about the ordinary drivers among us?   Sitting in 
the garage next to my 1972 911 with all of 210 horsepower 
is a 505 horsepower Z06.   Both are potent cars in their own 
right but who is to say that I have the driving qualifications 
to drive a Z06 capable of 200 mph?  Having the funds to 
own one of these super cars and the skills to drive that car 
are unrelated issues.  No one asks about driving skills when 
the purchase is made.  In rare cases the manufacturer of-
fers a performance drivers’ school.  As I often caution driv-
ers with these really fast cars, before you put your foot on 
the floor in any gear you had better have your next few 
moves well thought out in advance.  
  There is no easy solution to this situation.  Racing or-
ganizations, manufacturers, and clubs and schools operate 
in the interests of making money and promoting products 
and the youth are the assurance of future growth.  But be-
hind the scenes a different scene plays out in the judicial 
system.  Lawsuits occur contesting that injury or death was 
the result of the irresponsibility of allowing an unqualified 
person to operate a high performance car.  Even a disclaim-
er or waiver is subject to legal challenge.  Most law suits 
are quietly settled out of court to avoid precedent chal-
lenging material.  If we are not going to lose our toys or the 
places to enjoy them the only solution is self control and 
discretion.   A good place to start is considering the impact 
and perceptions of responsible driving portrayed in adver-
tising and entertainment.  For the individual it comes down 
to using common sense and taking advantage of using 
performance cars in controlled environments like drivers’ 
schools.  For racing it comes down to enforcing realistic li-
censing.  Self enforcement is always preferred over legisla-
tion and legal recourse.  It simply comes down to personal 
choice.
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3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Michigan’s #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

One special, discount, or freebie per order per visit. Call for details

Get a free back-to-school 
safety check & fluid top-up
No obligation. No charge. Any car.

Send your student to school with confidence.
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2016 Ann Arbor Challenge
Story by Editor Mike O’Rear, photos Axel Schmidt and Mike O’Rear

The third annual Ann Arbor Challenge hosted by Axel and 
Claudia Schmidt was not only a challenge but a hit. Fifteen 
cars finished the entire route which says something about 
RSR members “sticktoitiveness.”  With thirty-three way-
points scattered over Washtenaw, Jackson and Lenewee 
counties -- Axel should have called this event the South-
east Michigan Challenge! 
 At the various waypoints participants had to answer 
questions which required careful scutiny of the surround-
ings. To keep things interesting and avoid the chance for 
ties, there were also twelve trivia questions included 
in the route book. Well into the route was a stop at the 
Pointe Bar & Grill on Clark Lake.  For several of us it was a 
welcome respite from the heat and humidity of the day. 
The event finished up with a golf putting challenge at 
Travis Point Country Club. Two earlier challenges included 
driving a remote controlled Porsche (model) in a speed 
test and table top “bowling” -- there was something for 
everybody.
 When all was said and done Axel presented trophies to 
the top ten finishers and medals to winners of the three 
individual challenges. First place overall went to Tobias 
and Carina Schmidt.  (Yes -- those Schmidts, and Axel as-
sured the crowd they had no advance knowledge of the 
route or trivia questions.  Tobias did drive the remote car 
like the wind, but after all, it was his car.)  Second place 
went to Todd and Angie Goldberg while third place went 
to Dan and Mary Ann Kantrow.
 On a personal note, my wife and I finished fourteenth 
out of fifteen but we had an excuse and were awarded a 

ribbon.  In a fit of misjudgement Kathy and I decided to 
compete in our 1964 356C coupe.  As result of the hot 
and humid weather we were soaked with perspiration for 
most of the event and our poor car (“Rosie”) suffered a 
breakdown in Manchester, Michigan.  The throttle linkage 
broke, temporarily putting us out of commission.  While 
I contemplated calling AAA for a tow back home (and an 
escape from the heat) Dan Kantrow was on the ground 
and under the car in a flash and reconnected the linkage.  
John Thompson and his sister Debbi Spencer also stayed 
with us and supplied Dan with tools and encouragement 
and Mary Ann Kantrow even came up with hand cleaner 
for Dan’s greasy hands. How can you not enjoy kicking 
around with a group like we have, and with people that go 
out of their way keep you on the road? 
 We were back on the road after several minutes delay 
but in near heat stroke started out going the wrong 
way out of Manchester. As a result we skipped several 
waypoints while trying to catch up with the rest of the 
group. This wasn’t the first mis-adventure with Rosie and 
probably not the last.

Mark & Betty Schick participated in 
their 993 cabriolet.

Stewart Free and his son Chris were clearly “in 
it to win it.”

Zach Huber pilots the remote 
controlled Porsche model while his 
parents look on.

This waypoint was The Bank Tavern, voted best 
in Bridgewater. Although closed, participants 
had to figure out which of five ingredients was 
not included on the tavern’s “4 Alarm Burger.”
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Axel presented the awards at Travis Point.

The winning team of Carina Schmidt and 
brother Tobias putting at the end of the route

Diana & Curt Yanoski collected the tenth place trophy 
and a gold medal for the best estimate of the weight 
of a 356 headlight (yet another layer of competition 
in the challenge.

Our hero -- Dan Kantrow

Lunch at The Point Bar & Grill on Clark Lake

The start of the challenge
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43706 Utica Rd / Sterling Heights / 48314 / 586.991.2455 

 Compromise is for politicians 
When you’re ready to take your sports car to 
the next level, we’re ready to help. Tailored 
vehicle development for the enthusiast    
unwilling to compromise.  Contact us today.  
contactvrp@vrperformance.com 
www.vrperformance.com 
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Weekend Waterford Hills Drivers’ Education Event
Story by Editor Mike O’Rear, photos by Wes Nardoni and Glenn Trapp

Rally Sport Region’s first Saturday Waterford Hills event 
in many years was a hit.  Friday, a day for instructors and 
experienced drivers, went without a hitch and provided 
serious track time and instructor training.  Christian 
Maloof’s and Phil Mather’s efforts provide a skilled cadre 
of experienced instructors that are a key element in the 
success of RSR events.
 On Saturday 48 students and 22 instructors enjoyed 

a day of exciting and varied track conditions. While dry 
much of the day, an afternoon shower provided a new 
learning experience for those new to track driving.  Best 
yet, it all went well.  As always, thanks to ArborMotion/
Rennstatt Racing and Porsche of Ann Arbor for the break-
fast snacks and beverages.

Christian Maloof conducts the Friday 
morning drivers’ meeting.

Steve Howorth, a member and regular attendee from 
Windsor, Ontario, brought his wife Jean to share in the 
fun.

John Thomson joined the track day with his 1978 911.Estella Woo returned for another track day, this time 
sharing her 1988 924S with husband Michael Goebel-
becker.

John Cairns tried out a track day in his2007 Cayman S. More car sharing as Matt Huber’s son Zack drove their 
1992 968 through Paddock Curve.
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Recently, my husband C and I were asked to help out at a 
PCA event at Grattan Raceway. Instead of taking the racecar, 
trailer and swag, we decided to keep it simple by driving up 
in the Cayman. The day was overcast and it rained on and 
off throughout the event, which helped keep things cooler 
and more interesting for drivers.
 One of my favorite things to do when I am at the race-
track is to get a ride from my husband, both because I love 
watching him do what he loves, and because every time I 
ride with a great driver I learn something new. When he of-
fered to take me out in the Cayman as the rain was starting, 
I eagerly agreed, strapped on the helmet, and hopped in.
Rain is one of those things folks at driver’s education (DE) 
events aren’t really fond of because water makes racetracks 
change. The places where drivers have diligently trained 
themselves to put the car lap after lap can become the 
most slippery, requiring them to drive the rain line or slow 
down considerably, which very few drivers ever want to do 
at track events. But rain also offers an excellent opportunity 
to drive on unexplored parts of the track while practic-
ing smooth throttle and brake application, car control and 
steady steering inputs. The unpredictability offered by the 
elements forces the driver to skip repetition and focus on 
discovery, exploration and feel.
 If a dry track is like your life working out just fine, with 
a few ups-and-downs and the occasional scary moment, 
a wet track is like those inevitable moments in life when 
everything starts going awry and you have to keep going, 
hold on, and trust that if you stay the course, you will get to 
where you’re supposed to go—even if it takes a little longer, 
requires you to explore alternate ways to get there, and 
maybe even spin in the process.
 C got on track just as the rain started to fall, which tends 
to be when the track surface is most unpredictable. As we 
approached the turn 1 brake zone, the lack of grip in the 
usual race line was obvious. “It’s pretty treacherous out 
there,” he said, and as we slid well past the usual apex, I 
agreed. The newly-applied sealer was especially slippery, 
and the car was moving quite a bit, sliding in turns and 
brake zones and regaining grip with a not-so-subtle rear-end 
dance.
 One of the cool skills you develop as you learn to drive 
on track is the ability to “read” the track surface and a 
car’s behavior on it. With this information, you can better 
anticipate what the car is going to do and work at finding a 
balance between pushing, braking later and less, and avoid-
ing agricultural excursions.* The better the driver, the more 
subtle the signs he or she can sense during on-track driving, 

and the more efficient the corrections he or she can issue.
During my ride with C, I was focused on taking in all sorts 
of feedback from our car as it was being driven at the limit. 
I was also paying attention to what the driver was doing to 
correct the car’s trajectory when we slid past the turn-in 
and experienced understeer and oversteer. Plenty of times 
when we entered a corner at speed, I’d feel the lack of grip, 
and the car would start to rotate; C would catch it, find 
where the grip was and return to power very quickly.
The experience was thrilling and a little frightening at times 
(particularly when my “butt meter” would tell me the car 
felt like it was traveling too fast and would probably go off 
track). But most of all, my ride in the rain was enlightening. 
Here’s what I learned:

What is possible when you develop and hone your skills 
will surprise you.
Yes, some people are born talented, and talent does exist, 
but the story we tell ourselves—that people just step into 
something and are magically excellent at it right away—is 
not really true. While my husband is a gifted driver, I have 
also seen him work on his skillset relentlessly over the last 
8 years. He has driven lap after lap pushing himself to go 
faster. He has looked at data, thought about it, gotten out 
on track and worked on fine-tuning corners. He has ex-
plored driving techniques which have and have not worked 
for him, but he has not shied away from experimentation. 
He has asked drivers and driver coaches he respects for 
their feedback and accepted their counsel. He has had great 
race weekends and disappointing ones. But when I look at 
the characteristics of how he has gotten to the point where 
he can jump in our street car with street tires and drive it 
around a wet track without any semblance of fear, I see the 
same characteristics any person who is passionate about 
something employs to get there: he has done the work and 
stayed the course. Has it been easy? His natural talent prob-
ably helped, but only so much. The rest has just been hard 
work, week after week, year after year…and he is still going 
at it. (As you read this, he is probably looking at in-car data).

Taking (calculated) risks leads to learning and growth
 As I was processing what the car was doing on the rainy 
track, I noticed that although both C and I were sensing the 
lack of grip, he was taking less than a second to evaluate, 
make corrections and return to full power. I instinctively 
knew it would have taken me a few moments to collect 
myself, regain my confidence and trust that it was time to 
go back to full power after a big slide. I’m the kind of driver 

Honing Skills, Taking Risks, And Finding Balance in Failure and Recov-
ery:  It’s All in a (Track) Day’s Work
Story by member Valerie Roedenbeck Maloof (see more of her thoughts at porschemama.com)
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who is fond of keeping things safe. I am very unlikely to try 
new things on track without first knowing that I will be able 
to keep the car under control. On the surface, this seems 
like a good thing, right? Unfortunately, what keeps me safe 
has also sometimes kept me from becoming a better driver 
and from being more of a go-getter and risk-taker in life.
 On my ride, I noticed C constantly testing the limit of grip 
at different parts of the track and adjusting the demands 
he made of the car on consecutive laps. Sometimes his 
risk-taking meant a faster lap, and others it didn’t – but the 
constant exploration made for a great learning opportunity. 
I am not suggesting that you start being reckless on track 
(or in life). But the times I have managed to push myself a 
bit outside of my comfort zone have also been the times 
that I have stumbled, recovered, and learned a great deal 
about what I could (and could not) do. Being brave and 
taking calculated risks help us grow, whether we fail or suc-
ceed.

How you recover matters far more than how often you fail
The last time I spun on track, I spent the greater part of 
the day thinking about what I’d done wrong. I sat out two 
sessions while I re-played every bit of what led to my spin in 
mental slo-mo instead of going back out and applying what 
I had learned (lifting in a high-speed corner when the track 
is wet is still not such a hot idea).
 Many years ago, I asked my brother (a.k.a. I don’t let 
the elements dictate whether I drive or not) how he had 
become so fearless driving in the rain. “I used to wait until 
it would start raining and take the car out to a fast corner 
in the middle of nowhere and I drove it over and over,” 
he said. “I went off so many times I lost count. And then I 
stopped going off.” What really matters is not how often 
you make mistakes, but what you learn from the experi-
ence and how quickly you recover and get back on track. 
The more we practice integrating a lesson, the better we 
get at it, and the less time we spend dwelling on mistakes 
and learning from them instead. In the car, the more we 
practice recovering, the faster recovery happens.
 One of the reasons why I love performance driving is that 
a race track offers you a chance to do better on every lap. 
Drive turn 3 poorly? No worries, it’s coming back up in 1.5 
minutes or so. Drop a wheel while trying something new at 
the hairpin? Shake it off and carry a little less speed in that 
spot the next time. But with the repetition, there can also 
come over-analysis, especially if you have access to in-car 
data. On our track days, the moment the drivers are out of 
the car, the laptops pop open and the data analysis begins. 
We pore over roll speeds, brake application and predictive 
laps. Data provides the most objective driving teacher you 
will ever have, which is good and bad – good because there 
is no opinion involved, bad because it’s easy to drown in the 

very little things we should be doing in the car. But all that 
data, analysis and advice means nothing unless you get out 
there, drive and integrate what you’ve learned.

Integration is a crucial part of the learning process
Recently, our daughter was learning to do turns at her skat-
ing lesson. Afterward, I asked her what kinds of instructions 
her teacher was giving her to help her master the new 
move. “She explained the turn and told me to stand up 
straight and push away,” V replied, “but just like in soccer, 
it works better when I don’t think about it too much and 
just let my body do it, Mom.” Yeah, my brilliant 11-year-old 
has already figured out what has taken me four decades to 
learn: instructors can tell you what to do in a million ways 
and you can tell yourself the steps in another million, but in 
the end, you just have to let it all seep into your body and 
do it.
 In my husband’s case, he has an enormous ability to split 
data hairs and then get in the car and integrate learnings 
into his driving almost immediately. Every weekend we have 
spent at the racetrack, he picks something to work on and 
moves the bar up a little. This is not to say that he has not 
experienced frustration while working on things; he just 
focuses what needs to get done and wastes no time over-
thinking it. In contrast, I can be a complete over-thinker, 
which can get in the way of my driving (sometimes I have 
to kick my inner dialogue out of the car so I can just drive). 
The less I over-analyze and the more I just drive, the more 
enjoyable my time on track is.
 Feeling like a failure when we make a mistake or when 
we don’t see immediate improvement can be a huge hurdle 
to the learning process both on track and off. On a difficult 
race weekend when the podium doesn’t seem within reach, 
it is hard for C to see just how far his driving has come. Like 
all of us, he expects to do better each time he gets behind 
the wheel, and naturally that is not always the case. It is 
hard to trust that there is learning and progress going on 
even when things are not working as planned or when we 
hit a plateau. But if we stay the course and keep working 
on what matters to us, we almost always eventually see 
results.
 My ride in the rain reminded me that no good things 
come without hard work, commitment and patience. And 
that if you stay the course in things that matter to you, the 
likelihood that you will learn, improve and enjoy is pretty 
high.
 
* An agricultural excursion happens when you go off track 
and onto the grass; also called mowing the lawn and going 
agro.
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24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
It has been a very busy summer for us here in Zone 4, and 
all of our regions’ social calendars are at full speed.  There 
are opportunities to participate in a multitude of events, 
whether it’s car shows and concours, driving tours and din-
ners, autocrosses, or DEs.
 I recently attended ARPCA’s premiere event, the Pitts-
burgh Vintage Grand Prix at Schenley Park, the nation’s 
largest vintage race, and one of only two vintage races 
that occur on public streets in the world, the other being 
in Monaco.  The 3-day event began with a tour through the 
beautiful countryside of western Pennsylvania concluding 
at the Kick-Off Welcome Party for visitors from out of town.  
Everyone attending received a gift from the evening’s 
sponsor PCNA.  In addition to the vintage races, there is 
an international car show, catered meals, and some great 
prizes.  Nearly 200 Porsches participated in the car cor-
ral.  During the weekend, I presented the Region President 
Mark Hanson with items to commemorate ARPCA’s 55th 
Anniversary.

 A few weeks later, I attended P20.  For the 5th year in 
a row, the event was held in Granville, Ohio, just east of 
Columbus.  Friday evening there was a reception at Den-
nison University’s College House.  Early Saturday morning, 
with the cooperation from the City of Granville, Broadway 
Street, the city’s main thoroughfare, was transformed into 
the perfect setting for the nearly 300 Porsches that lined 

the street.  The event sponsored by Stoddard raised money 
for a number of the region’s charities.  This year I registered 
my car and was pleasantly surprised when I tied for 3rd 
place.
On Sunday, I attended the Zone 4 Concours at the Concours 
d’Elegance of America at St. John’s in Plymouth, MI.  This is 
the 3rd year that Zone 4 members have attended this event.  
The Concours d’Elegance of America is widely regarded as 
one of the country’s best concours events featuring a world 
class exhibition of classic, rare, and exotic automobiles.  
The judges for our concours who graciously donated their 
time to make this event possible, were trained at last year’s 
Zone 4 National Concours Judges School.
A great deal of hard work goes into making these events the 
successes that they are, and to all of the volunteers, I want 
you to know that your efforts are not going unnoticed.  One 
of the goals I set when I first became Zone Representative 
was to have Zone 4 regions work together in order to pro-
vide even more opportunities for our members, and I was 
very pleased to see that each of these activities attracted 
participation from members from regions throughout the 
zone.  The hospitality and camaraderie displayed at these 
events confirms that we are on the right track.
As we continue to enjoy our very busy driving season, 
there are a number of wonderful events being offered 
throughout the zone.  Please remember to check your re-
gion’s website and newsletter, as well as the Zone 4 web-
site http://zone4.pca.org  for the most up to date list of 
events available to you.  I hope you will expand your ho-
rizons and travel to some of the outstanding events being 
held throughout Zone 4; such as:

• On September 2, please join Michiana Region for 
Porsches to Warsaw, A relaxed car show and street party

• September 10 is Southeast Michigan Region’s HPDE at 
M1 Concourse in Pontiac

• Maumee Valley Region’s Golf Scramble and Dinner is 
September 10

• September 14 is Eastern Buckeye Region’s Gervasi Vine-
yards Cruise-In

• September 17 is Northern Ohio Region’s Amish Country 

Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano

Zone 4 Representative

(Continued on page 25)
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TEAM ILLUMINATA MOTORSPORT

teamilluminata.com
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3rd Saturday of Every 
Month  

(April – Oct) 
April	  16,	  May	  21,	  June	  18,	  July	  16,	  August	  20,	  

September	  17,	  October	  15	  

All	  Cars	  &	  Enthusiasts	  Welcome!	  
For	  more	  information	  on	  Cars	  and	  Coffee	  –	  	  

jonheidorn@comcast.net	  
	  

	  

Join	  us	  at	  Zingerman’s	  Roadhouse	  
2501	  Jackson	  Ave,	  Ann	  Arbor	  
7:30am	  –	  9:00am	  

This	  is	  Not	  A	  Rally	  Sport	  Region	  –	  Porsche	  Club	  of	  America	  Event	  

	  







.





















Driving Tour Extravaganza
• Motor-Stadt Region’s Overnight Trip to Traverse City is 

September 17-18
• Join Central Indiana Region Sept. 17-18 for the New Har-

mony “Kunstfest” Weekend 
• September 20 is Rally Sport Region’s Waterford Hills 

Track Day 
• Allegheny Region’s Narcisi Winery Social is September 

21
• September 25 is Mid-Ohio Region’s 50th Anniversary 

Celebration at Don Scott Hanger
• Western Michigan Region’s Upper Peninsula Drive is 

September 27-29
• October 1 is Ohio Valley Region’s Rallye Porsche Milford

I look forward to having the opportunity of meeting each 
and every one of you as I visit each region throughout the 
year. If you have any questions or comments please feel 
free to contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Thanks,
Michael

The Zone -- from page 23)

Former RSR member Karl Schulz’s doodles from past Member Meetings
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Our RSP club was again well represented at the Zone 4 
“Concours at the Concours” held on the last Sunday of July 
at the Inn at St. Johns in Plymouth, Michigan.  The 38th 
annual Concours d’Elegance has become the must see au-
tomobile show in Michigan – with representative vehicles 
from all over the US and Canada.  This year 300 of the most 
spectacular contributions to automotive history were on 
display.  Tribute was paid to the Ford GT-40 (including Jim 
Dunham’s GT R), Body by Dietrich, Rally Cars, Pierce Arrow, 
110 years of Lancia, Jet-Age Travel Trucks, and a superb as-
sortment of classics and Brass cars.  Porsche was again well 
represented with 356A, 911 Speedster, 959, 991 Carrera, 
Boxster Spyder and other outstanding examples.

 Zone 4 geared up for our own mini-concours by meeting 
at the Northville Downs horse track early Sunday morn-
ing.  After exchanging pleasantries and admiring each oth-
er’s well detailed vehicles, we made the short trip north 
to the Inn at St. Johns for special car club parking on the 
golf course.  This year we took over the prized spot on the 
green closest to the Inn, normally held by our arch nemesis 
- the Corvette club.  With 30 P-cars lined up back to back in 
4 rows, we made a nice formation for other onlookers (or 
shall we say gawkers). 

 A Zone 4 call for judges went out earlier this year, and 
we had 4 competent PCA judges make the trek to help by 
using their trained eyes to inspect our cars.  We collec-
tively made the decision to use the “street prep” method 
– which involves judging only the outer visible surfaces of 
the vehicle.  This decision was chosen to make judging less 
onerous.  Based on the number of auto entrants and their 
respective eras, we agreed to break it down into 3 classes:  
Pre 1999, 2000 to 2009 and 2010 and up.  The main criteria 
for judging was CLEANLINESS.  The 5 judges (Dan Conrad, 
Dave Cooper, Dale Goby, J. Craig Griffis and Henry Riley) 
then broke up into teams to inspect the cars, filling out 
Concours scoring forms provided by Fred Young of SEM.

 The proud owners were given a last few minutes to do 
a final detailing of their cars.  Some took it very seriously 
with an ample supply of various sprays and cleaning tow-
els. 

Another Fine Day...for a Concours at the Concours
Story and photos by David Cooper

2016 Concours d’Elegance  Best in Class Winners

Zone 4 assumed the coveted prime spot usually held by 
the Corvette club.

Lined up in tail to tail formation.

Michael & Lisa Soriano (our Zone 4 Rep) spiffing their new 
Guards Red GT4
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 Once the cars were ready, it was on to the judging.  Hav-
ing experienced PCA judges made the job of distinguishing 
best from near-best a bit easier.  Careful and thorough in-
spections were made in order for the teams to agree upon 
the top 3 cars in each class. 

 
 
Finally, the best of each class was awarded a blue 1st Place 
ribbon, followed by red 2nd and white 3rd place ribbons. 
 The scoring was very close in each class, sometimes 
down to a 0.1 difference, but it all came down to a little 
extra effort on prep work and time spent cleaning residual 
wax, wheel dust, water spots and other normally unseen 
abnormalities.  A special thanks goes out to our PCA 
judges, for joining us to help make the event a success.  
All in all, it was another great showing of Porsches from 
our Zone.

And now to the best of the best winners…
 CONGRATULATIONS to all!

Stewart Free (right) offering Dave Cooper and Dale Goby 
compensaton for high marks...

A very serious tally of scored by the judges (and onlookers)

First Place (pre 1999):  1989 Guards Red 911 Speedster 
shown by Howard Gilson.

First Place 2000 - 2009:  Keith Knudsen; 2008 White 997 
GT3 (69.3 of 70):

First Place 2010 and Up:  Michael & Lisa Soriano; 2016 
Guards Red Cayman GT4 (70 of 70)
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CARS FOR SALE  

1992 Ferrari 348tb: Rosso Corsa (Red) with a black inte-
rior. 24,500 miles, new 
cam belt at 22,800, 
new clutch at 21538. 
Stickys have been done. 
Tubi Exhaust. Original 

owner’s manual and tool kit, plus an unused can of Ferrari 
labeled tire inflator. Very nice car. Asking $59,500, will con-
sider a 968, 944Turbo-S, or a 944S2 as a partial trade. The 
car and I live near Torch Lake. Contact Richard McGuire 231-
350 -7239, or email at rwm348@charter.net (09/16)

2008 911 Turbo Cabriolet:  One owner, garage kept vehi-
cle that has never seen 
rain or snow, and has 
been 100% dealer main-
tained. All wheel drive, 
Tiptronic S, full leather 
interior, Bose Sound Sys-

tem and Navigation.  Perfect condition with 11,095 miles.  
Asking $79,500. Call or text Bob Hlavaty at 313-805-7208. 
(08/16)

2008 Cayman S:  70K Miles. Enthusiast owned, always ga-
raged, and never driven in 
winter.   Meteor grey metal-
lic exterior with stone grey 
interior.  6 spd manual (new 
clutch).  Options include 
“Preferred Package” (match-
ing floor mats, colored 

Porsche crest wheel caps, Bose high end sound, rain sensing 
wipers, automatic day/night mirrors),  heated/power seats 
with memory, Bi-Xenon Headlamps Package (auto leveling), 
auto climate control and 19 inch Carrera Classic wheels.  Full 
service records since purchased Certified Pre-owned at 18K.  
Moving to a right hand drive country and I am unable to 
take it with me sadly.   Asking $29K.  Email me at benedic-
twd@gmail.com. (08/16)

2006 C2S Cab: Only 28,000 miles. Garaged and in great con-
dition. Full leather, Sport Chrono, 6 speed.  Always babied 
and serviced regularly at Arbormotion.  New tires.  Has all 
the modern tech - Apple CarPlay, Nav, Ipod integration, blue-

tooth, hands-free wire-
less calling.  SmartTop - 
Factory remote raises/
lowers the convertible 
top.  Hard-to-find gray 
leather is great in the 

sun.  Love this car but need something a little larger.  MSRP 
was $103k.  $46,000/obo.  Contact Todd with questions - 
tpgoldberg@gmail.com or 312-953-1953. (06/16)

OTHER ITEMS

Car Hoist: 2-post, 9000lb. capacity, 220 v.  9ft. high, 10ft. 
wide. Located near Grand Rapids. Made by Dura Mfg. Ask-
ing $900. Email: aos2@comcast.net. (09/16)

Wheels: 4-Zinik Rims & Fierce Tires: 18” Chrome Wheels, 
10-Spoke, Two 5-Lug Mounting Patterns; mounted on HP 
225/40R18 88H Tires, Basically Brand New. Price: $1200.00.  
4-Porsche Turbo Twist Polished Aluminum 18” Rims & Tires: 
Front: 8x18-Rims with Sumitomo HTRZII 235/40ZR/18 91Y 
Tires. Rear: 11x18-Rims with Sumitomo HTRZII 275/35ZR/18 
95W Tires. Less than 2000-miles on tires which have a very 
wide thread-width and a great thread pattern. Includes 4-an-
tique solid polished aluminum stamped center caps with 
the Porsche Crest. Price: $2800.00.  Pirelli PZero Asimmet-
rico Tires only: 2-Front: 225/40ZR/18, 2-Rear: 295/30ZR/18. 
Tires only; maybe 8-yrs old a little hard plenty of thread left 
for abuse, best offer.  Call or Text: Wes @ 248-425-1112 in 
South, Lyon, MI for pictures, pick-up only. (08/16)

Chatterbox Tandem Communicator Kit for DE: Recharge-
able battery. Includes AC adapter, student headset and 
microphones. Excellent condition. New price: $120. Asking 
$60. Andy 734-718-6432. (07/16)

Cobra Sebring Pro Race Seat for sale: 2009 model. Excellent 
condition. $1k new. $450 OBO. Andy 734-718-6432. (07/16)
 
Engine lift table: Harbor Freight 1000 lb. capacity hydraulic 
table cart. Used condition. New price $260. Asking $120. 
Andy 734-718-6432. (07/16)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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Bridgeport Vertical Mill: Round head older model all man-
ual operation. Comes with some tooling.  Perfect for home 
or small business workshop, as it is already converted to 
110 Volt. Reason for sale: I bought an even bigger one! 
$750 Peter Maehling 734-446-4327. Machine is in Brigh-
ton. (06/16)

2015 Car Trailer: 18’, 7,000 GVWR, full diamond plate deck. 
Deluxe upgrades include 2- 3500 lb. lug axles with brakes 
on both, radial tires 205/75 R15, adjustable 2 5/16” cou-
pler, swing up jack, teardrop fenders, 8 D-ring tie-downs, 
5’ smooth surface loading ramps that slide into racks un-
der rear floor, mounted spare wheel with radial tire, break 
away kit with safety chains, full reflective tape and LED 
lights. Nearly new, used twice. $2399.  Contact Richard 
Zarbo at hawk914@comcast.net (04/16)

1979 911 SC Parts: hood - excelent conditon $550 obo;
right side stock fender 911- good conditon 499.00 obo;
1979 fender carbon fiber- 911 good shape   399.00 obo;
front RSR fiberglass bumber with a center oil cooler grille 
for 1979 car 275.00 obo; Front early 911 fender fiberglass. 
200,00 obo. These parts are from a very clean 1979 SC and 
are in used but very good shape- ideal for race parts or 
a project SC Have photos. Contact Ron Pruette, rpsurfr@
gmail.com or 248 821 8670 (04/16)

997 GT3 Parts: I am parting out a 2007 997 GT3 with 7,506 
miles. I had an accident at a Drivers Education event in Sep-
tember that resulted in a slow roll. The car was totaled, 
but many parts are being parted/sold from this great car. 
Outer two front radiator assemblies. $1,750. Rear motor 
mounts. $600 pair. Four piece Rennsport aluminum pedal 
set. Adjustable throttle piece. $300 set. Shifter assembly 
with e-brake assembly. Alcantara. $1,950. Windshield wip-
er assembly with wipers. $250. Navigation GPS box. $350. 
Hood. Lightweight. $1,200.  Hood opener assembly. $250. 
Front suspension assembly including OEM coil over shocks 
& steering rack. $3,500. Right rear suspension including 
coil over shock and half shaft. $1,200. Left rear suspension 
including coil over shock and half shaft. Broken lower arms. 
$500. 3 sets new Pirelli race slicks. 6 rear 295/680/19 and 6 
front 235/645/19. $3,000 firm for all or $1,250 per set of 4. 
Total available: 8 rears and 6 fronts. Four Victor Racing 19” 
wheels with used slicks. Silver. $1,200. 7” front with a  total 
offset from the inner lip of 6 7/16”. 11” rear with a total 
offset from the inner lip of 7 ½”. All items must be prepaid. 
Shipping is extra. I have photos of most items and a video 
of the engine running. Reasonable offers will be accepted, 
especially if bundling parts. Contact Tom Green at 734-417-

0030 or paragonsvc@aol.com. (12/15)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months. Call 
Clem Weierstahl 810-636-2840. (09/15) 

WANTED ITEMS

911 Seats:  Looking for a set of seats for my ‘86 911.  Can be 
in need of restoration as long as the foam is in good shape.  
Interested in something with good thigh/kidney bolster 
support for track days but no fixed backs to keep my wife 
happy on tour days. 80’s Recaro’s (doesn’t have to be from 
Porsche) or “sport” seats would be preferred.  Would like 
to keep cost low.  Contact g.roberson567@yahoo.com with 
offers. (3/16)

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer please contact 
Mike O’Rear at  morear734@gmail.com (Put “Bahn Storm-
er Ad” in the subject line).  Non-members will be charged 
$5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six months old may be re-
moved unless resubmitted.

Congratulations to Jon Heidorn who won second 
place in 2000-2009 class at the Zone 4 Concours. 

1936 Delahaye 135M Competition Coupe with coach-
work by Figoni et Falashi.  Wow is all I can say.

(Photo by Stewart Free)
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This month, let’s continue along the theme of “track” time. 
In the past couple of months, we’ve talked about DE in-
structors and the incredible job they do in the face of an 
incredible array of variables. Then we considered the DE 
“newbie”, the ying and yang of fear vs. the Sterling Moss 
mentality…and the thrill of getting that one turn “right”.
 For those that persist and become addicted to the track 
experience, a lot of things start to happen. As a “newbie” 
learns and improves, he/she will move on to more ad-
vanced groups, will find themselves having more “alone” 
time on the track to practice all they have learned, and 
most importantly, that one “right” turn becomes that one 
great series of turns, or even the “best” lap ever turned. 
Along the way, most likely, a number of things have started 
happening to the car. It is slowly being morphed from the 
street daily or occasional driver to a “track” car. The sus-
pension has probably been modified to help the car bet-
ter enter/exit a turn. The list of possibilities here is quite 
extensive, as well as expensive. Tires have certainly been 
upgraded to DOT slicks (Hoosiers if the budget permits)…
possibly mounted on wider/taller track-only rims. Brakes 
have also hopefully been upgraded…minimally with track 
pads, possibly with bigger calipers and rotors. Seats have 
been upgraded to better hold you in place, and these have 
been combined with five or six point racing harnesses…
that need at least a bolt in roll bar for proper harness at-
tachment. Whew! Where does this slippery slope end? 
 Well, for some it doesn’t. Some of us make the decision 
to take this whole idea to the next level, i.e. – wheel-to-
wheel competitive racing. There are a host of great ven-
ues out there that offer the track addict the opportunity to 
compete. Doesn’t matter what venue you chose…marque 
club racing, NASA, SCCA, multiple vintage racing groups…
with regard to car and driver prep, you ain’t seen nothing 
yet!
 Once you’ve chosen your venue, you need to decide at 
what level you want to compete. Stock (which really isn’t 
stock), some level of “Prepared” car, or go all out and run 
a “Modified” car. Hmmmm? Now get the rules. Read the 
rules, read them again…and again. Make a list of everything 
you need to do to get your car to conform to the require-
ments of the venue and level of competition you wish to 
race in. Most of what you need to do is all about safety, so 
there is no corner cutting here. Do your best work, or hire 
the best work done to make sure you meet or exceed every 

requirement, especially when it comes to your roll cage. If 
things go terribly wrong, your roll cage is your first and best 
level of defense against injury. Put on the best brakes that 
the rules will allow. Going fast is great, but stopping fast 
when you need to is even greater. Put as many adjustable 
suspension components as are allowed so you can tweak 
and tune for the different tracks you will compete on. 
 And then there’s weight. Weight is the big enemy. Light 
equals quick, nimble, fast. Light allows shorter brake times, 
faster acceleration. More responsive turn in…is short, just 
a better, more “willing” car all around. So start stripping. 
Take everything out of the car you can as allowed by the 
rules (and maybe some things that aren’t but can’t be 
seen). Be relentless. Every pound counts.
 Notice I’ve said nothing about the engine. Build a solid 
motor that meets the rules of the venue and group you 
intend to run in, and forget it. There are a host of things to 
work/tweak on the car (as well as the driver) that will help 
you go faster. Until/ unless you know you are getting the 
full 10/10ths from the car, a bigger motor is not going to 
help you go any faster. 
 And this brings us to the driver. You will need a number 
of safety related items as well, starting with a high quality 
3 layer nomex suit. Again…this is not the time to skimp! 
Nomex socks, driving gloves, balaclava if you have a beard 
or other facial hair, proper driving shoes, and a really good, 
properly fitting helmet. Your head isn’t cheap, so don’t pro-
tect it with a cheap helmet.
 Then there are a number of driver/car related safety 
pieces. A properly installed (consult an expert) 6 point FIA 
harness. A driver’s door window net. Some venues require 
a center net (highly recommended even if not required). A 
high quality racing seat with some type of “halo” protec-
tion for side impact head protection (may or may not re-
quire back bracing). A hans type of device for your helmet.
 And once you’ve got all this in place, you will have to get 
all your DE credentials together, endorsements from your 
instructor(s), have your car inspected, and then most like-
ly attend some type of racing school before you get your 
“rookie” license.
 Still game for this adventure? For the slippery slope that 
never ends? Stay tuned. Next month…OK Sterling, so now 
you’re ready for your first race?!

From the Back Seat
 By RSR Vice-President Peter Grant
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Members & Visitor Present: Kevin Kral, Mike Wenners, 
George Gilligan, Phil Mather, David Finch, Glenn Trapp-Histo-
rian/Membership, and Wes Rozan.

Call to Order:  Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 7:06PM 
at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth.

President’s Report: Tim Pott reported that during the PCA na-
tional annual meeting the club presidents voted to add condo 
space onto the national office and voted on a whistle blower 
policy.  Both measures passed.

Meeting Minutes:  July minutes were reviewed.  Motion: To 
approve meeting minutes passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the July report. 
Motion: To approve financial report passed unanimously.   
Burghard reviewed the detailed Grattan & Waterford Fi-
nancials.  REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to 
any RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn 
(burghard.linn@gmail.com). 

Insurance Report:  Jim Dowty has the certificate for the next 
DE event and will have the certificate ready for the Ann Arbor 
challenge.

Advertising Report: No report.

Membership:  Glenn Trapp stated that the club has 293 mem-
bers. Glenn is following up with those members that did not 
renew.

Track Report:  Phil Mather reported that the last event at Wa-
terford was a success.  Tom Krueger reported that we have 
small number of participates for Friday but more have signed 
up for Saturday.

Newsletter: Judging came in on our newsletter and we didn’t 
place.  Mike O’Rear will review the feedback at the next meet-
ing.

Events Committee:  Peter Grant reported: 
• Aug 28:  Ann Arbor Challenge - YEAR 3!  Hosts:  Axel and 

Claudia Schmidt
• Sept 11:  Soar with RSR!  Tri-Hosts:  Dave Finch, Peter Grant 

and John Kytasty.  Details to follow. Back up date:  2 weeks 
later. Peter Grant will update ad for the new letter.

• Oct 15:  Annual RSR Color Tour Hosts:  Stewart and Sally 
Free.  Details to follow.

• Nov 6:  Polar Bar Run Host: Sebastian Gaeta
• Dec 10:  Annual RSR Holiday Party Hosts: Tim Pott.  He is 

looking for venues.
 
New Business:  None

Old Business:  None

Motion: To adjourn the meeting passed unanimously at 
7:49PM.

Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann Kantrow, Secretary

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, August 2, 2016
Tim Pott:  President........................................................... Present
Peter Grant: Vice-President .............................................. Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer .................................................. Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ........................................... Present
Dave Cooper:  Events Committee ...................................... Absent
Rick Mammel: Past President & Advertising ...................... Absent 

Jim Dowty:  Insurance Chair .............................................. Present
John Kytasty ...................................................................... Present 
Dan Kantrow ..................................................................... Present
Tom Krueger:  Track Registrar ........................................... Present 
Axel Schmidt ...................................................................... Absent
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The Bahn Stormer
2686 Parkridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI  48103

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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