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Right off the top I need to thank 
Vice President, Tim Pott for filling 
in for me while I was in California 
for a couple of weeks. My thanks 
also extend to a few weeks prior 
when Tim also handled other club 
business for me so I could get clear 
of work responsibilities and be able 
to get to the West Coast.

 Whether you know it for a fact or just assuming from 
stories of a driver’s utopia, let me just confirm that the 
roads in California are certainly Porsche worthy. For the 
locals the word is out, as you seldom go less than five 
minutes before you spot one, even multiple Porsches 
enjoying the billiard table smoothness that are the Golden 
State’s transportation arteries. We lived in Southern 
California before moving to Michigan so returning to the 
state triggers quite a bit of emotion. But that emotion, 
100% of it, is the deeply missed car culture that the state 
offers up 24/7, 365. The weather, the roads, the beach 
promenade to cruise along, the ability to drive your 
treasured car without the worry of potholes, salt or rock 
chips from fragmenting road surfaces. It is terrific to see all 
models of Porsches being driven daily. Just yesterday there 
was a 911 SC and a bit later a 911 Carrera going down the 
road with the paint practically worn down to the primer. 
These cars probably had over 400,000 miles of road use 
between them and plenty more ahead. I have also seen a 
couple of long hood daily driver 911’s , a well patina’d 914-
6 along with a couple sibling 2.0lt’s. These cars all have a 
great “original paint, driven daily” look. With the exception 
of the pollen settling on the cars there is no reason to 
have to wash them, they never enter into an environment 
to get dirty. Automotive utopia, it certainly is.  But, I have 
neglected to mention the monthly clutch jobs from the 
endless parking lot that driving in California can turn into 
eight lanes of going nowhere and that also happens 24/7 
365. 
 There is one thing that the Utopians will never get to 
experience. That is the special feeling that is in the air 
when we Midwest Gearheads break our favorite cars out 
of hibernation. No longer do we see perpetual conga lines 
of roached out, unwashed winter rides. The bikes and the 
prized 4 wheelers are back in service. This was no more 
obvious than at the first Ann Arbor Cars & Coffee. Though 
an all marques gathering, you would have thought it was 
an RSR event by the huge count of Porsches in attendance.  

I have never seen the parking lot that full or the number of 
people in attendance that large. This especially for an event 
that is over before many are even out of bed on a Saturday. 
Many of those early risers transition from C&C to TwT. 
At the start and end of the driving season Time with Tim 
coincides with C&C which make it a perfect continuation 
destination.
 April’s TwT was, as usual, very informative for those in 
attendance. For this one Tim passed the podium to long 
time member Randy Beikmann. Randy put on a great 
presentation to support the release of his new book, 
Physics for Gearheads. Now before anyone thinks this may 
be a gratuitous plug for someone’s personal gain, park that 
thought. Two things are very apparent here. First there 
is no way someone would spend nine years of their life 
writing a phone book sized automotive journal with the 
dreams of overloading their bank account. Second and 
most importantly for all of us gearheads, is that someone 
would take that nine years out of their life to share their 
passion for the benefit of others. 
 I have a very large library of technical books. They are 
almost split equally between aircraft and automotive, 
at least by title, since much of the information easily 
transcends both genres. When the focus gets more specific 
in relation to vehicle dynamics, what’s available settles 
into either data you have to be a PhD to understand  or 
generalized information that is written to a specific format. 
I have many from both groups and they remain wedged 
untouched into neat rows in my book case. This would 
not be the scenario for Physics for Gearheads. To date the 
best resources for the specific needs of gearheads and 
racers has been the series of books from Carroll Smith, 
the Win Series. Carroll used to work out of our race shop 
in California and even though he had the well-earned 
nickname “Scatter Shit”, his series of books have become 
the Bible to generations of rookie/experienced racers and 
engineers alike.  What has made these books the best 
sellers that they have become is Carroll’s ability to balance 
honest engineering principles divided by some math and 
with an added dose of logical common sense. 
 In almost all ways Randy’s book follows the same 
principles as Mr. Smith’s. There is also plenty of coverage 
outside the mechanical physics. There are very clear 
explanations of how the human element can affect your 
bundle of steel and rubber as physics throws its best forces 
at it. The book is not inexpensive, and the price adds up to 

Traction Control
 By Rick Mammel, RSR President

(Continued on page 6)
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May 5 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

May 16 (Sat.) 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM:  Time With Tim & 
New Members Gathering -- ArborMotion in Ann 
Arbor (see ad on page 23)

May 19 (Tue.) RSR Drivers’ Education, Waterford Hills

June 2 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

June 18-21 (Thur.-Sun.):  RSR Drivers’ Education, Grat-
tan Raceway

June 21-27 (Sun.-Sat.): 60th Annual Porsche Parade -- 
French Lick, Indiana (see ad on page 8)

July 7 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s Cabin, 
Plymouth

July 10 (Fri.):  Rolling Sculpture Show -- Main Street Ann 
Arbor -- coordinated by Jim Dowty

July 21 (Tue.) RSR Drivers’ Education, Waterford Hills

July 26 (Sun.) PCA Zone 4 Parking on the Lawn - The Inn 
at St. Johns -- Plymouth, MI

August 4 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

   August 15 (Sat.) Irish HIlls Lakes Tour --  Hosts Dave & 

Norah Cooper
August 22 (Sat.) RSR Drivers’ Education, Waterford Hills

August 27th (Thr.) Chelsea Fair Figure 8 Demolition 
Derby Night -- Host Jim Dowty

August 29 (Sat.) 2nd Annual Ann Arbor Challenge -- 
Hosts Axel and Claudia Schmidt.

August 30 (Sun.) Soaring with David Finch -- Hosts 
David Finch and Peter Grant (details to come)

September 1 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

September 15 (Tue.) RSR Drivers’ Education, Waterford 
Hills

 October 6 (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

October 10 (Sat.) 1:00 PM:  RSR Fall Color Tour -- Hosts 
Stewart & Sally Free

November 1 (Sun.)  Annual Polar Bear Run -- Host 
Sebastian Gaeta

November 3  (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

December 1  (Tue.) 7:00 PM:  RSR Club Meeting --  Karl’s 
Cabin, Plymouth

RSR Calendar of Events

For more information on surrounding area events, see “Around the Zone” on page 15.

a couple of imported car magazines and a couple of tips for 
a meal service figured not worthy. This is great information 
to fill the empty voids between your ears. As for cost, this 
book is much cheaper than replacing a fender because you 
have yet to acquire a complete understanding of The Polar 
Moment of Inertia.     

 And finally, before we leave Time With Tim.  Tim’s last 
session is on May 16 and it will be a special event.  This 
final Time With Tim is also a club New Members Event.  
All members are invited, but new members are especially 
encouraged to attend.  See the “ad” on page 23 for more 
details.  See you there!!!   
      

(Traction from page 4)
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Current Membership 477*

Member Anniversaries

Membership

Welcome New Members

Peter & Ruth Maehling .............. 34
EMan Garcia & Iris Zapf-Garcia .. 21
Cal & Regina Sharp .................... 21
Carroll & Georgene Tietz ........... 21
Dick & Steven Zarbo .................. 21
John & Zachary Cairns ............... 19
Richard & Doreen McGuire ....... 19
William Bachteal & Lisa Smith ... 16
Phil & Darlene DeBerry ............. 16
Christian Cook ........................... 12
Mark & Karen Haddlesey ........... 12
Michael & Tara Wuebben .......... 11

Dave & Norah Cooper................ 10
John Kytasty ............................... 10
Rob & Jan Potts .......................... 10
Brad & Angie Ruiz ...................... 10
Harry & Michele Buberniak ......... 6
Navid Mazloom ........................... 6
Raymond & John Plummer .......... 5
Clay & Margy Shouse ................... 5
Steven Watson ............................ 5
Simon & Jenn Glynn .................... 4
Rick & Susan Herrington .............. 4

Puneet Manchanda & 
   Monica Valluri ........................... 4
Bill Gaulin .................................... 2
Brian & Laura Pizzuti.................... 2
Robert & Katie Zucker .................. 2
Jim & Chris Alvey ......................... 1
Randy & Tara Beikmann .............. 1
Gerald Knight ............................... 1
Patrick McNamara ....................... 1
Neal & Kim Nickerson .................. 1
Dan Quick & Barb Amato............. 1

Chris Boring
Brighton, MI
2005 Black 911 Carrera S

Ronald Weisberger
Mullett Lake, MI
2013 Black Boxster S

* Includes 287 Primary Members

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer, the Rally Sport Region newsletter. .

Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp (1834 
Woodcreek, Brighton, MI 48114), for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-7854 
or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
 Vu Nguyen
 PO Box 6400
 Columbia, MD 21046
and to RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com. This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and 
The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special note of this when dealing with PCA 
national.

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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Don’t let unanswered questions keep you from attending this year’s 
Porsche Parade.  Go to parade2015.pca.org for all the answers.
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Drivers’ Education Season Is Almost Here
Story by Mike O’Rear 

Another year of toying with the idea of trying your hand 
at track driving?  Make this the year!  Drivers’ Education 
events offer the perfect chance for car lovers to learn more 
about performance driving.

What is Drivers’ Education?

Rally Sport Region’s drivers’ education is nothing like the 
driving classes you had in high school (or perhaps through 
the Sears Driving School). RSR’s DEs offer you the chance 
to learn advanced driving techniques on a real race track. 
DEs take place over the course of a day or weekend, pair-
ing drivers of all levels with certified instructors and allow-
ing them to experience driving at speed. Our sessions are 
a safe and challenging way for you to experience driving a 
Porsche the way it was meant to be driven. If you love your 
car and have always wanted to learn more about driving 
technique, join us!

When you participate in Rally Sport Region DEs you get...

*  An experienced PCA instructor (who in many cases is a 
current or former race driver) assigned to you for the 
duration of the day. You’ll develop a relationship that 
will allow you to apply and refine what you learn on and 
off the track.

*  Two or more classroom sessions covering proper driv-
ing technique. The classes offer plenty of time to ask 
questions.

*  Four hands-on driving sessions (“runs”) on the track. 
No need to worry about people being faster/slower 
than you; you will be assigned to a group according to 
your experience and ability.

*  “Hot Laps”: the option to ride in your instructor’s car 
or have the instructor drive your car at speed.  This is a 
great way to see firsthand what a car can do.

*  Breakfast, lunch and beverages are included.
*  If needed, a free loaner helmet.
*  A guaranteed relaxed, collegial and fun atmosphere!

So, if you are ready to explore the capabilities of your car 
join us for one of our Drivers’ Education events.
Check out the Rally Sport Region website (rsp.pca.org), un-
der the Drivers’ Education tab.

The 2015 Rally Sport Region DE Schedule is as follows:

Tue., May 19 at Waterford Hills

Fri.-Sun, June 18-21 at Grattan Raceway

Tue., July 21 at Waterford Hills

Sat., August 22 at Waterford Hills

Tue., September 15 at Wateford Hills

www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

David C Yu
Financial Advisor
.
123 N Ashley St Suite 110
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
734-769-0127

When you stop and look back at what’s happened 
in the markets, it’s easy to realize how quickly 
things can change. That’s why we should schedule 
some time to discuss how the market can impact 

portfolio review to help you decide if you should 
your financial goals. We can also conduct a free 

make changes to your investments and whether 
you’re on track to reach your goals.

Markets Change. 
Are You Prepared?

Stop by or call your financial Advisor.
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Cibie Driving Light Covers  
Bids 18: Sold for $380

These period covers were used on rally 
cars to preserve the glass on the driving 
lights when not in use, and the expand-
able strap made for quick on and off. 
This is the kind of  stuff that an R-Grup-
pe guy would go nuts for. They recently 
started making repros which usually 
drives down the price of original items. 
Not in this case, however as 18 bids 
were placed and the final selling price 
was $200 more than the reproductions. 
Sometimes only original stuff will do; if 
you are an early 911 addict, you know of 
what I speak.

Porsche 356 B/C NOS Turn Signal Switch  
Bids 10: Sold for $355

While these were pretty hearty items when new and many still 
survive in great working order, they still succumbed to that guy 
we all know, the one who flips switches like he is chopping wood. 
Inside these switches are delicate contacts and connections. 
After decades of abuse you will find yourself with no hi-beams 
or no turn signal to one side or the other. A reproduction a few 
years back was a disaster, so cottage industries have popped up 
restoring these, to the tune of $400+. At $355 new in the box, 
this was a great buy.

1965-1967 911/912 Tool Bag
Bids 9: Sold for $1,227.78

Yes, early 911 stuff is getting expensive. At over 
$1,200 with 9 bids placed, this better be packed 
with a complete set of the correct tools, right? 
Nope, it was empty. But that’s Ok because one 
clasp was broken. Please don’t tell me your 997 
is expensive to own!

E-Watch -- Porsche Items Sold on eBay
By RSR Member and Regular Contributor Sebastian Gaeta



11

Silver Hood Crest 
Buy it Now $44.99

These were not available 
when I de-badged my Boxster 
a few year back. My solution 
was to remove the front crest, 
scuff it up and shoot it with 
a black pearl paint. Looked 
great--for a while. Then the 
wind and stones and bugs 
got to it and it is nearly back 
to being in all its black, red 
and gold glory. At 45 bucks 
this can’t be that good, but it 
may just wear better than my 
home brew paint job.

Panamericana Concept Model 
Buy it Now $79.95

Remember 1989? Yeah, me too. The only good 
thing that came from this concept was the 993 
front end and the glass-top Targa idea. The full 
scale vehicle is hands down the ugliest birthday 
gift from the factory that Ferry porsche ever 
received. (You can tell in a press picture taken 
at the time that he was faking his smile.) Why 
someone would make this model is beyond me, 
why someone would buy it even more so.

1982 Lanard Toys Pull String 
Porsche 
Bids 3: Sold for $7.99

I have never been much of a toy collector 
but I was intrigued by the pull string type 
toys of my youth. Put that together with 
an outrageously mis-proportioned 911 
and I’m your man. Who says there are no 
bargains on eBay!

Porsche 901 Brochure from 1964
Bids 2:  Sold for 546.04

Well, this is timely. For those of you who remember, 
last issue I showed this very brochure compared to 
the later 911 labeled brochure. These do not come 
up often and while it might seem over the top at 
$546, this was actually what I would call a pretty 
good deal.
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Caretakers
 
Are you a caretaker of cars?  I have come to the conclusion 
that I am.  I know I am a caretaker and not a driver of my 
cars.  I am not proud of that fact but I have earned that 
distinction by my actions.  I am guilty of at least one if not 
all of the following signs of being a caretaker.
 You know you are a caretaker if the car or cars spend 
more time under a car cover than they do in sunlight.  You 
know you are a caretaker when you put the car up on blocks 
for the winter, you just can’t remember which winter.  You 
are a caretaker for sure if your car became an extension of 
your storage shelves (and shame on you).  You are a care-
taker if you would have to rearrange the garage just to get 
the car out.  You are a caretaker if the license plate sticker 
is one or more years over due to be changed.  You are a 
caretaker if the tires have lost so much air the car won’t 
even roll.  You are a caretaker if the gas is so old in the car 
that you can’t remember when you purchased it and you 
are afraid to add yet another bottle of gas additive.  You 
definitely are a caretaker when one fill up of gas is good for 
the whole year.  You could also be a caretaker if you have 
everything to do an oil change but you can’t remember the 
last time it was changed and maybe not even when you 
bought the new oil.  You are a good caretaker if you kept a 
battery tender on the battery but not so good if you have 
no idea at all how old the battery actually is. 
  You probably are a caretaker if you feel guilty enough 
to wash off a layer of dust but are afraid to start it up so 
you roll it out of the garage.  You are a sad caretaker if you 
have to look for excuses to take the car out for a drive.  You 
also need to be pitied if your excuse for not driving it is 
that you would just have to wash it again before you put 
it back under cover.   You are a sad caretaker if the reason 
you don’t drive the car is that you forgot where you left 
the keys.  You are a pitiful caretaker if you can’t remember 
how a car sounds but don’t want to start it up unless you 
have a plan to drive it somewhere.  You are less than a good 
caretaker if you stored the car somewhere but you are not 
totally sure where.  You are even more to be pitied if the 
reason you don’t get it out of storage is because you might 
owe a ton of money or might lose the storage spot if you 
moved the car. 
  You know you have become a caretaker if you can’t 
recall specific details about the car, such as body color or 
interior color.  It is a clue that you are a caretaker when 

your friends ask you if you still own that car.  You are a sad 
caretaker if you can’t even recall the exact year and model 
without digging out the registration from your wallet.  You 
definitely are not a good caretaker if your insurance agent 
knows more about your car than you do.  Even worse if 
your spouse not only knows more but starts asking how 
much the car would be worth if you sold it.    You are not a 
very efficient caretaker if all of the spare parts are in ran-
dom boxes lost in the garage and possibly are not even for 
the car you own now.  It is also not a good sign at all if a car 
project was started but not finished. And it is inexcusable 
if parts, and even worse tools, are still lying in their spot in 
the garage when the work stopped.   It is also a bad sign 
when you end up with duplicate parts because you forgot 
that you bought them back when the work first needed to 
be done and that is why the cars sits unused.
  But there is hope for caretakers like you and me.  Set 
a calendar for when the car is going to finally get out of 
the garage.  Set target dates for completing any mainte-
nance work.  Make a self resolution that the car needs to 
be driven for the car’s own good and of course for your own 
sanity.  Remember why you bought the car in the first place 
and that you are still proud to own it.  Don’t let the car 
own you to the point that you feel guilty to drive it.  Your 
car needs you and you need your car.  You know you will 
regret it if you sell it because you just got in the rut that you 
never drove it.  Don’t become a caretaker in the first place 
because it is a hard habit to break.
 
Tom Fielitz

Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By Regular Contributor and SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz
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3rd Saturday of Every 
Month  

(April – Oct) 
April	  18,	  May	  16,	  June	  20,	  July	  18,	  August	  15,	  

September	  19,	  October	  17	  

All	  Cars	  &	  Enthusiasts	  Welcome!	  
For	  more	  information	  on	  Cars	  and	  Coffee	  –	  	  

jonheidorn@comcast.net	  
	  

	  

Join	  us	  at	  Zingerman’s	  Roadhouse	  
2501	  Jackson	  Ave,	  Ann	  Arbor	  
7:30am	  –	  9:00am	  

This	  is	  Not	  A	  Rally	  Sport	  Region	  –	  Porsche	  Club	  of	  America	  Event	  
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Greetings PCA Zone 4 Members,
With Spring upon us and many of our region’s driving sea-
sons about to begin, it was once again time for us to hold 
our annual Zone 4 Presidents’ and DE Meetings.  This year 
we were joined by a number of VIPs including 2 members 
of the Executive Council, Past President Manny Alban and 
Treasurer Aaron Ambrosino, as well as Executives from 
French Lick Resort.  Street Survival Coordinator Randy 
Faunce was also in attendance. National President Caren 
Cooper felt it was important to have some of the new Zone 
Reps attend another Zone’s Meetings in order for them to 
observe and learn how they are run.  She sent New Zone 12 
Representative Dave Herndon to attend Tom Brown’s meet-
ing, and New Zone 3 Representative Vic Rola was sent to 
attend my meeting. 
 The meetings comprised a weekend full of activities 
which began on Friday night with a Welcome Reception 
hosted by French Lick Resort followed by dinner at Forrest-
er’s on the River.  We were given use of their private din-
ing room and provided with a reserved parking area for our 
Porsches.  The next morning started bright and early with 
the Presidents’ Meeting.  Attendees had the opportunity 
to win some fantastic prizes generously donated by French 
Lick Resort and were treated to lunch sponsored by the re-
sort as well.  The spouses visited the Toledo Museum of 
Art Glass Pavilion where they explored one of the country’s 
largest collections of decorative glass and watched a live 
glass blowing demonstration.  I am pleased to announce 
that many regions sent a number of members, as we filled 
the ballroom at the Maumee Bay Resort.  After an informa-
tive and enlightening day of interactive discussions, many 
of us went out to enjoy an evening of dinner and entertain-
ment in our own private VIP area at the Hollywood Casino 
for some social playtime.  
 Sunday’s meeting was dedicated to addressing DE re-
lated questions and topics.  In addition, Zone 4 Safety Chair 
Chip Henderson discussed the work he has done as part of 
the National Safety Committee as well as the results from 
the survey he sent out to Zone 4 Presidents at the begin-
ning of the year.  A great deal was accomplished during 
these meetings.  Most importantly, I wanted this weekend 
to be a balance of productive discussion and education as 

well as a chance for us to socialize and bond through fun, 
light hearted activities thereby promoting my main theme 
for the weekend, which was to encourage all of us to join 
forces and come together in order to start working as 1 
cohesive Zone thus providing even more opportunities for 
our members to enjoy the camaraderie that PCA offers. 
 Be sure to check your local region’s website and news-
letter, as well as the Zone 4 website http://zone4.pca.org  
for the latest details on the many events close to you that 
are being planned. Also, consider attending other regions’ 
events, such as:

• Northern Ohio Region’s DE at Mid-Ohio Sports Car 
Course is May 1-3.

• May 2 is Ohio Valley Region’s Charity Wine Tasting and 
Auction

• Southeast Michigan Region’s Devil’s in The Details Tech 
Session at Munk’s Motors is May 2 

• May 8-10 Allegheny Region is holding a DE at Watkins 
Glen

• Join Western Michigan Region on May 12 for their May 
Dinner Drive to The Dock on Gull Lake

• Motor-Stadt Region’s Porsche People and Pizza at Spag-
noulo’s in Okemos is May 12

• May 16 is the Maumee Valley Region New Member 
Spring Fling

• Michiana Region is hosting an Autocross at Tire Rack in 
South Bend on May 17

• Tuesday, May 19 is Rally Sport Region’s Novice Day at 
Waterford Hills

• Central Indiana Region’s Tech Session and Breakfast at 
Pete’s Service Center is on May 23

• On May 24, Mid-Ohio Region is hosting an Autocross at 
Columbus Motor Speedway

• Join Eastern Buckeye Region members on their RIDE to 
the RIVERS on May 30

I look forward to having the opportunity of meeting each 
and every one of you as I visit each region throughout the 
year. If you have any questions or comments please feel 
free to contact me at MSoriano.ZoneRep@gmail.com

Thanks, Michael

Around The Zone
By Michael Soriano

Zone 4 Representative
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Howard	  
Cooper	   	  
Import	  

Porsche	  of	  Ann	  Arbor

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Porsche of Ann Arbor
Come visit our brand new Porsche building

2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street.  go North 1/2 mile...

Porsche of Ann Arbor is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200
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Please join German Car Clubs and Enthusiasts 
as we celebrate  

German Automobiles 

$20.00 per car and occupants - To register visit us at: 

www.concoursusa.org 
Food and drink available during the event for a nominal fee. 

44045 Five Mile Road - Plymouth, MI 

In conjuction with the weekend 
festivities at the 
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Once more we have managed to survive the winter, but we 
can’t seem to manage real warm weather. This morning 
temperatures have already dropped to 3 ̊ C, which doesn’t 
make it any easier to get two sleepy kids out of their beds 
and off to school. Even my good-natured husband, who is 
such a trooper about walking our dog each morning, an-
nounced, “I’m done with the cold. I am ready to be 67 and 
move to California.” And, really, who can argue with him? 
All the vintage 911’s I see driven around these days are in 
California, where their air-cooled engines are enjoying the 
cooler “winter” temperatures.
 It’s funny how snow and cooler temperatures are so 
magical as Christmas approaches, but once January rolls 
around, they dampen our spirits. For those of us who love 
motorsport, seeing our favorite cars parked away and our 
race series on hiatus all winter long is no fun.  Right around 
now, most of us are dreaming about detailing our cars, go-
ing for a drive and starting our track seasons. Thoughts of 
driving our favorite road tracks can also lead to wonder-
ing whether we will remember all our driving skills after 6 
months or so of not driving. Will my shifting be as smooth? 
Will I be able to brake as late as I did on that last session of 
2014? Will my lap times be the same they were when I left 
off in October?
 When I first return to the race track each year, I feel a bit 
off. I am, by nature, cautious, so my first sessions are slow 
and deliberate, even though I’ve been driving on track for 
the past five years. On my first season of performance driv-
ing, my brother (an experienced instructor) explained that 
everyone – from a novice to the most experienced driver 
– had some loss of skills after spending time away from per-
formance driving. The skill set, of course, was relative to 
each driver, as was the time each driver took to get back to 
their previous skill and comfort level.
 It’s easy to become frustrated when one returns to 
any activity. Last year, when I went out for my first lap at 
MidOhio after having been off for a good 7 months, I felt 
little confidence behind the wheel. The helmet felt restric-
tive of both my vision and breath, and my Spec Miata felt 
foreign. My husband offered to go out in front to pace me, 
but quickly became frustrated with my slow pace and hesi-
tation. The more nervous I became, the more frustrated I 
became, remembering my level of confidence and speed 
just a few months before. At the end of that first session, 
I was ready to quit and hang up the helmet. Instead, I de-
cided to let go of the expectations of what my car control 

and speed should be, got behind the wheel, and resolved 
to have fun. The result? Within one session, my lap times 
were up to the previous year’s. What had been holding me 
back was not lack of skills, but my own expectations. Often, 
in various activities, our expectations get in the way of our 
enjoyment of life.
 This morning, I got back on the treadmill after “surviv-
ing” two months of a doctor-prescribed running ban. While 
I have never been a fast runner (9.5-minute miles are a 
brilliant day for me), after running consistently for nearly 
17 years(with a 2-week break serving as the longest I have 
ever taken), I have come to expect that getting through 
3 miles on any given morning is a non-issue.  This morn-
ing, however, I ran a slower pace, my breathing was a bit 
tight, my hips and feet were a bit sore, and my stride felt 
clumsy. The experience reminded me of what it was like 
when I first started running: I can honestly say, it took me 
months before running didn’t feel like I was going through 
the motions looking (and feeling) like a drunken penguin. 
This morning also allowed me to understand why so many 
people never get to the point where they can enjoy run-
ning – so much of the physical discomfort experienced at 
first goes away in time, but unless you stick with it, it’s hard 
to believe.  Likewise, if you are having a bad session behind 
the wheel when you first return to the track, it is hard to 
trust that with consistent lapping time, your skill set will 
return (and increase) and everything – from your shifting, 
to your braking and throttle use – will become more natural 
and enjoyable.
 As I was asking myself, “what should you do when you 
decide to resume an activity you were once confident in 
but have not participated in for a long while?” I happened 
to remember a phrase I use when I teach yoga: begin again. 
Many times when trying a difficult pose or a balance in 
yoga, one falls. “Begin again,” says the teacher, which es-
sentially means: exhale, and get back up. Try the pose 
again. Fall again? Try again. 
 Whether driving, running or yoga or whatever it may 
be brings you joy, simply begin again. Let go of your pre-
conceptions of how you should be driving, how you should 
be running. Begin again. Let go of what you used to be, 
and work on being a beginner. Remember how fun being 
on track for the first time was, when you didn’t know any 
better? You probably smiled from ear to ear because you 
had turned a lap that you would now call a “parade lap.” 

Getting Back on Track:  Starting Again After Time Off
By RSR Member Valerie Roedenbeck Maloof. For more, see Valerie’s blog at porschemama.com

(Continued on page 21)
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Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron St. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081

Got a tricky problem with your Porsche?
We can find it.

And we can fix it. 
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Remember how excited you were the first time you ran 1 
mile, or a 5K? Tap into that joy and begin again. Don’t waste 
your time on what you were – invest it in what you are now. 
Before you know it, you’ll be detailing your ride and head-
ing out on that road trip, fun drive, or trip to the track for 
the first time in 2015. Enjoy your new beginning, and see 
you out there!

I think after years of studying, I’m finally getting a hang of 
this Germaning thing. A few more on-line courses, and I’m 
sure I’ll have it down pat. 
 “Fahrt” As strange as it may seem, this word, which is 
a verb, has nothing to do with one’s diet. Instead, it comes 
for the word fahren, which means “to drive.” As such, peo-
ple there will wish you a “gute fahrt,” which is normally said 
after eating a meal and you are on your way out the door.
 Related to this word is Ausfahrt. It happens to be the 
largest invisible city in Germany, as every time you leave 
the autobahn, the sign points to “Ausfahrt.” In an unrelated 
coincidence, it is also the German word for “autobahn exit.” 
Because of this fortunate happenstance, I’m certain that 
the German government will realize one day that they can 
save quite a bit of money by printing only one sign for both 
the city and the exit.
 “Ein Bier, bitte” This is the universal Germanic expres-
sion for peace, love and happiness. Around establishments 
of food and drink, servers will happily plop down a foaming 
mug of beer for you if you use this phrase. When used lib-
erally, this expression will bring giddy laughter and sponta-
neous singing and shouting from the user. Do not confuse 
this with the American expression, “Give me a Bud,” which 
in literal German is apparently a derisive insult at once’s 
ancestry and clothing taste, and will result in immediate 
expulsion from Germany. In Bavaria, this insult can be con-
sidered a capital offense.
 “Unbegrenzt Geschwindigkeit” There is no known Eng-
lish translation for this unpronouncable phrase, as it does 
not exist in America, except on isolated sections of I-696. 
The concept is this. You can drive as fast as you can, and 
people will get out of the way for you, even policemen (I 
think. Like I said, it’s difficult to translate). Conversely, you 
must remember to get out of faster people’s way as well. 
Isn’t that a cool concept? This phrase can be used in many 
of Germany’s autobahn, but usually only during lightly trav-

elled times, such as early Sunday morning. Sadly, Germany 
is that last place in Europe where this phrase is used.
 “Stau” This word, which in effect is the exact opposite 
of the phrase above, has two simultaneous meanings. It 
means both “big, huge autobahn traffic jam” and “roadside 
picnic.” These staus are usually reported on the radio, pre-
sumably so other travellers can find out where these staus 
are and join in the fun. Once driving from the Frankfurt air-
port, I once measured such a roadside picnic on the other 
side of the autobahn that was over 20 kilometers long be-
fore I stopped counting.
 “Kaputt” This is the sound that German equipment 
makes right before it stops working. Interestingly, languis-
tics expert around the world are finding out that equip-
ment from other countries make similar noise. In Japan, for 
example, it is “khaputa,” while the Native American word 
for it in Canada, America and Mexico is “its-ka-put,eh.” Lan-
guistic experts would have you believe this has nothing to 
do with the world-wide mobilization of machines as they 
overthrow the yoke of domination that humanity has en-
slaved them in, but unfortunately, no linguistic expert can 
be reached by phone at the moment for comment.
 “Mahlzeit” This is a largely southern term, originating 
from Bavaria. It’s literal translation is “meal time,” but it has 
become a general greeting around lunchtime in Bavaria. 
Since we Americans are not known for our language skills, 
it is generally acceptable to mispronounce this. The most 
common way is to pronounce it like, “Wazzup,” as in, “Yo, 
Dukey! Mahlzzzzeit!”
 Hopefully, with practice, you can use these phrases to 
blend invisibly into the German culture during your travels 
there. Good Fahrting!

Parlez-Vous?
Story by Regular Contributor Emmanual Garcia, RSR’s Cranky Webveister (see his blog at Crankydriver.com)

(Back on Track from page 19)
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
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Rd.
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W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Time With Tim
Story by RSR Editor Mike O’Rear with photos by RSR Membership Chair and Historian Glenn Trapp

Randy Beikman hits the highlights of his new book.

April’s Time With Tim featured RSR member and author 
Randy Beikman.  Bentley Publishers has just released Ran-
dy’s book Physics for Gearheads and Randy was there to 
sign copies and to provide an overview of this labor of love 
that took almost nine years to develop.
 Until now Randy has used his PhD in Physics to the ben-
efit of General Motors.  But with this book he sets out to 
help his fellow gearheads understand the science behind 
cars and driving.  With just a few examples Randy made it 
clear that this was not a boring math book, but rather was 
filled with straight forward, clear explanations of real world 
physics phenomena and calculations.  With an attendees 
discount the sales of the book were brisk.

 While Tim was quiet this month, he did once more put 
on the great muffins, bagels and lox and coffee.  
 Sad to say, there is only one more Time With Tim sched-
uled for this season but it will be a dilly.  May’s Time With 
Tim will focus on new club members, so if you’ve not been 
to an RSR event now is the time to fix that.  If you’re not a 
new member, come anyway.  Spouses, partners and other 
associate members are encouraged to attend.  There will 
be no lectures on the working of your radiator, the truth 
about spark plugs, or fuel injection systems of the future, 
but instead a great barbeque lunch and a chance to meet 
other Porsche owners and fans.  Come join us.

Tim With Tim & New Members Gathering

Saturday,	  May	  16,	  10:00	  AM	  to	  2:00	  PM	  at	  ArborMotion
669	  State	  Circle,	  Ann	  Arbor	  48108	  

Come	   join	   us	   if	   you	   are	   a	   new	   member,	   or	   a	   not-‐so-‐new	  member.	   	   Bring	   your	   spouse,	   partner	   or	  
whomever.	   	  What	  a	  way	   to	  get	  back	   in	   the	  swing	  of	   the	  driving	   season!	   	   Lunch	   is	  being	  catered	  and	  
we	  need	  an	  accurate	  count	  of	  attendees	  so	  please	  RSVP	   to	   tpott@arbormotion.com	  

We	  hope	  to	  see	  you	  there!!
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Members & Visitors Present: Keith Blake, Liz Christopher, 
Beth Trollman, David Finch, Skip Kuhn, Al Wright, Rich 
Chang, Glenn Trapp-Historian/Membership, Matt Huber, 
Phil Mather, Eric Gedeon, Dan Kantrow, Dave Cooper, Mike 
O’Rear – Editor, Christian Maloof – Track Chair, and Jim Dow-
ty - Insurance.

Call to Order:  Tim Pott called the meeting to order at 
7:04PM at Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth, MI.

Vice President’s Report:  Tim Pott and Rick Mammel could 
not attend the Presidents’ meeting.  But Tim and Phil 
Mather attended the 2nd day for the club DE meeting.  They 
discussed liability and other issues surrounding DE events. 
PCA National has recommendations for track rules and we 
can make our own rules for our track events.  Based on the 
meeting our tech form will be reviewed and updated for the 
new season.

Meeting Minutes:  The March meeting minutes were re-
viewed.  Motion: To approve meeting minutes passed unan-
imously.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn presented the March 
2015 Treasurer’s Report. Motion: To approve the Treasurer’s 
Report passed unanimously. 
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any 
RSR Club member. E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn 
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Insurance Report:  Jim Dowty reported that the insurance 
certificates have been ordered for the next Time with Tim.

Goodie Store: No report

Advertising Report:  Burghard Linn reported that he is mak-
ing progress with the advertisers.

Membership:  Glenn Trapp reported that the club has 286 
members.  

Track Report:  Grattan event sign up is going strong.  The 
Ross Bentley Webinar is May 9. The webinar is targeted for 
instructors but students can attend.  Rich Chang is getting 
head shots of all the instructors.

Newsletter: Deadline is April 19. Mike O’Rear is always look-
ing for content.

Website: No report.

Events Committee:   
• 4/11:  Zone 4 swap meet
• 4/18:  Time with Tim –Physics for Gearheads (books on 

sale)
• 5/16:  Time with Tim – new member party (last tech ses-

sion)
• 6/TBD:  Duesenberg Museum Tour – Matt Hubber.
• 6/21 - 27:  Parade
• 7/TBD:  Irish Hills Driving Tour - Dave and Norah Cooper
• 7/24:  Autobahn Night 
• 8/ 27:  Figure 8 Fair in Chelsea – Jim Dowty
• 8/29:  2nd Annual Ann Arbor Challenge – Axel and Clau-

dia Schmidt
• 8/30:  Soaring with David Finch/Peter Grant (9/13 – Back-

up date)
• 10/10:  Fall Color Tour (sign in at 1 PM) – Stewart and 

Sally Free
• 10/TBD:  Party at the Christopher’s Estate to coincide 

with the AGM (?)
• 9/19-20  Speed runs at the airport - Eric Gideon/Omega 

Motorsports

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday,  April 7, 2015

Rick Mammel:  President & Advertising ..................Absent
Tim Pott:  Vice President ........................................Present
Burghard Linn: Treasurer ........................................Present
Mary Ann Kantrow: Secretary ................................Present
Tom Bloom .............................................................Present 
Jim Christopher: Past President & Advertising .......Present

Michael Kimber ......................................................Present
Jay Fash...................................................................Present
George Gilligan ........................................................Absent
Peter Grant .............................................................Present
John Kytasty ............................................................Present
Ron Pruette..............................................................Absent

(Continued on page 27)



26

CARS FOR SALE  

2013 Boxster, Agate Grey Metallic/Luxor Beige, PDK, Pre-
mium Package, 19” 
Boxster S Wheels, 
5K Miles on new 
P-Zero’s, SiriusXM 
Tuner, 14-way Sport 
Seats w/ Memory, 

Seat Heating, 2-Zone A/C, Bi-Xenon PDLS, Factory Warranty 
until 07/2016, 21,000 Miles, (Macan S on order), $44,500 - 
(314) 283-6236. (05/15)

2008 Porsche 911 Carrera: VIN WP0AA29958S710560. 
Arctic Silver Metallic/Black Leather, 3.6L/325 HP, six-speed 

manual. Here is a pristine 
example of a 997 Car-
rera, with 34,500 miles. 
Options & extras include 
Sport Chrono Plus Pack-
age, Power Seat Pack-
age (heated, memory), 
Litronic/BiXenon head-

lights w/washers, self-dimming mirrors, Homelink, Bose 
Surround Sound audio w/6-disc CD/DVD changer, colored 
crest wheel center caps, Porsche crest headrests, summer/
carpet & winter/rubber floor mats. It rides on18 in. un-
marked wheels and Continental Sport Contact 3 (Porsche 
N-rated) tires, with tread depths of 8mm F. & 6mm R. Clear 
paint protectant film has been professionally applied to the 
front fascia, fenders and hood, as well as the mirrors and 
rear quarters. Tinted windows and tail light lenses round 
out its svelte look. A clean CarFax and service records are 
included. A Porsche dealer bumper-to-bumper extended 
warranty (to 12/2020 or 94k miles), plus an unlimited mile-
age road hazard wheel & tire warranty are available. Asking 
$45,900. Contact Conrad at 734.645.5778 or Conrad@SellY-
ourSportsCar.net (05/15)

2003 Porsche Boxster S:  Less than 21,000 miles, standard 
shift, 3.2 Liter, 258 HP engine, the most powerful engine 
offered in the Boxster in 2003. This car has some GREAT 
features, including exclusive not on the price sheet options 
ordered by original owner (a professional tennis player) 
direct from Porsche. Original sticker MSRP was $77,080 
in 2003.  We are 3rd owner; always garaged, never driven 

in snow, only two win-
ters in Michigan (was a 
southern car until two 
years ago), no rust what-
soever anywhere.  Seal 
Grey Metallic , Natural 
Grey Leather interior; 
Glass rear window with 
defogger in convertible 

top; Bose sound system; Navigation system; Power seats; 
18” Carerra wheels; 4-wheel ABS brakes; Alarm system; 
Fog lights; Parking Assist system; Porsche Stability Manage-
ment System; 6-CD changer.  FULL CARFAX and more pics 
are available upon request. Location is Dexter MI 48130. Call 
Mike @ 734-604-0999 (05/15)

1989 951 (944 Turbo): “showroom modified” street legal 
daily driver/DE car. Rollbar, Recaro seats, G Force 6pt belts, 
Sparco steering wheel, cool brakes, SS brake lines, newly 
rebuilt/painted front calipers, PFC race pads + street pads, 
Charlie arms, MO30 sway bars, adjustable Koni’s, coil overs, 
5 18” forged black Innsbruck wheels w/ Michelin super 
sport tires, plus two 4 wheel sets of 16 inch Porsche origi-
nal equipment forged wheels + tires, 110Kmi, $12,000 OBO, 
Contact Elliot @ ewagmd@gmail.com.  (11/14)

1989 Porsche 944:  VIN WP0AA945KN451387.  This car has 
had only one original owner, less than 42,000 miles, and 
is a completely original, unmolested car. No major repairs, 
no repaints or accidents.  Zermatt Silver with perfect black 
leather interior. The timing belt replacement was done on 
May 27, 1999 with 33,474 miles. This car must be seen to 
be appreciated!  Photos on request.  Please call Tim Pott for 
pricing or to make an appointment to see this beautiful car.  
734-548-5378, tcpott@gmail.com. (11/13)

OTHER ITEMS

Two Michelin Pilot Sport PS2 Tires For Sale: 225/40/18, 
5/32” tread. Make offer. E-mail: aos@wowway.com (04/15)

944 Parts:  Cleaning out the basement after 12 years of 
racing 944s.  Lots of parts, including turbo radiator, turbo 
trailing arms, alternators, brakes and many more. Located 
in Troy and super-cheap for local pick-up. Email christian-
cook43@yahoo.com for complete list. (12/14)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S
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SABELT Race Seat – GT 200:  One carbon/fiberglass seat 
for sale.  FIA-1999 certified with a 2013 manufacture date.  
Hans compatible, 5 seat belt openings, black fabric, and 
side mounts included.  Purchased March of 2014 for $800, 
installed in May and used once in June.  Going in a differ-
ent direction, so a decent offer takes it.  Contact Cal Sharp 
@ (313) 506-2899 email: wesharp3@hotmail.com (09/14)

MOMO Race Seats - LESMO ONE:  2 Brand New 2013 
Lesmo One Race Seats – Hans® compatible, range-topping, 
black Fabric, fiberglass ergonomic seat. FIA Approved. 5 
seat belt openings. Side mounts included and adjustable 
slides to fit 996 and 997. $1,400 or best offer. Call Bill Abbe 
at 313.363.6823 or email info@williamabbe.com. (06/14)

Porsche 993 “Cup”  replica alloy wheels: -set of 4.  (5 
Lug with center caps). Front: 7 1/2 J x 17 H2  (model # 
60374) Rear:  9 J x 17 H2  (model # 60474).  Very good con-
dition.  Only a few areas with minor scratches. Asking $775 
for the set. All offers considered. Please contact Kyle with 
any questions:  734-330-1365 kpullen@umich.edu (03/15)

Car Storage: heated, secured $550 up to 6 months call 
Clem Weierstahl (810) 636-2840. (09/14)

Wanted: Set of 4 wheels and tires for 2000 Boxster S.  For 
track use and need not be in excellent condition. Al Gaulin 
e-mail at mg2139@aol.com.  (12/14)

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer please 
contact Mike O’Rear at  morear734@gmail.com (Put 
“Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line).  Non-mem-
bers will be charged $5.00/quarter.  Ads more than 
six months old may be removed unless resubmitted.

Old Business:  John Melvin Memorial.  Motion: To autho-
rize the president of the club to spend $2000 for a memo-
rial bench to John Melvin -- passed unanimously.  Christian 
will get a quote for the bench.  

 
Meeting adjourned: 7:44 P.M. Minutes taken by:  Mary Ann 
Kantrow

(Minutes from page 25)
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Porsche of Farmington Hills
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There's a reason it's called a new beginning.

Ultra-low-mileage lease options now available.*


