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Maxwell’s Hammer AG
Wow, it seems as if I chaired my first club meeting like last 
month and not two years ago!  Our recent elections have 
concluded and last week the gavel passed to our new club 
President – Rick Mammel.  I am excited for Rick, as well as 
the club, and look forward to his direction and leadership.  
And as my predecessor, Pat Jeski, so effortlessly did for 
me, I look forward to supporting Rick in his new role.  
Congratulations Rick!
 In addition to our new Fearless Leader, the club also 
elected Board Members.  Voted to serve a second term 
are Dave Cooper and Christian Maloof; new to the Board 
are Tom Bloom and Ron Pruette – all will serve two-year 
terms.  The same salutation and sentiment applies to these 
four – congratulations and I look forward to your insights 
in guiding our club.  It is important, too, to thank outgoing 
Board members Jack Dunlap, Dave Finch and Michael 
Kimber for serving on the Board these last two years.   
Thanks!

Go’in Mobile
One club member responded to last month’s query 
regarding “what’s your favorite car.”   Although too lengthy 
to copy in its entirety in this article, the answer was 
quite entertaining.  The author cited an eclectic group of 
contenders vying for his favorite car.  They included a ‘71 
Pontiac Firebird, 4-speed; a ’69 Ford, LTD bearing a high 
compression 429 CID engine, an ’88 911, and a ’73 Beetle 
“Baha-ized” to allow for frequent off-road excursions.  
Stating that he is lucky to own the car, the winner is the 
911.

Hocus Pocus
I remember a year or so ago putting great emphasis 
on the words Club Meeting.  And while the current 
meeting practices certainly do embody that expression, 
2012 should prove to be far more to the point.  More 
particularly, expect to see a more abbreviated Board 
meeting and a more accentuated Club meeting with a 
focus on presentations and discussions more central to 
the commonality of things Porsche.  Please look forward 
to broadcast emails as well as check our website noting 
meeting locations and content.

Thanks for the Memories
My single biggest worry in ascending to the throne was 

my fear that I might leave the club in a lesser position 
than what I inherited from Pat – in terms of financial and 
directional stability.  I’m happy to note that my fear never 
materialized.   Our club is on very solid financial footing and 
I don’t think I could have dreamed of a better team that 
supported me and our club.  
 Let me make this perfectly clear -- I had the consistent 
benefit of an insightful, committed, well-intended and 
honest combination of Board and Club Members.  Our 
bylaws have been reviewed, amended and brought current.  
The newsletter is excellent.  The website is fantastic.  The 
social events were diverse and well attended.  Our DE 
program is envied and will likely improve in 2012.  And -- 
we owe a very special thanks to our advertisers who give 
us great support and deserve the return favor.  I didn’t have 
much to do with any of this.  The Board and a few very 
dedicated club members did the heavy lifting over the last 
two years.  I just enjoyed the ride.  All of us should revel 
in the fact that the RSR is a very special group of Porsche 
enthusiasts. 
 Thanks for the opportunity to pen mostly mindless 
ramblings in this monthly column – especially so, as it 
applies to casting disparaging remarks toward the two-
wheeled, ear-splitting, portable, lighting transports that 
double as motorcycles.  And a special thanks to all of those 
that attended the Club Meetings and had to endure my 
poor attempt at parliamentary procedure – especially 
Michael Kimber.  I suspect I drove the poor soul to Maalox 
with my refusal to commit to memory the common 
practices!
 I want to leave on an extremely, well at least to me, 
funny and true anecdote related to our club.  For those of 
you who don’t know me personally, when not forced into 
serious mode my default setting is to live by the motto 
that “there is never a better time than the present to enjoy 
a good childhood.”  Consistent with this philosophy is to 
regularly mess with the minds of folks who are too tightly 
wrapped.  
 I was at a track event at Grattan Raceway and a gent 
commented on the light-hearted conversation between 
myself and Rick Mammel and how nice it was that there 
was such a great deal of camaraderie in our group as a 
whole and between the two of us.  Earlier in the day the 
same person, a diminutive non-Porsche driver, made a 
comment to me as to how amazed he was that Rick and 
I could fit into a 911 – making obvious reference to our 

A Few Quarts Low
By Jim “The Sledge Hammer” Christopher, RSR President
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less-than-petite frames!   Although silent on this comment, 
my immediate thoughts were that this person was 
intellectually challenged over his 50 or so years of life or 
had much larger stones than his stature would suggest. 
 Okay, so back to the comment about the light-hearted 
conversation.  Complete with animated presentation, I 
explained to this death-wish wannabe that Rick and I went 
way back and we had been friends for over thirty years, 
having first met at Detroit’s Cobo Hall where we were 
understudies of George “the Animal” Steel, “Leaping” 
Larry Chene, The Shiek, Killer Kowalski and Bobo Brazil 
– all noteworthy wrestlers of the WWF in the ‘70’s and 
cult heroes in Detroit!  Keep in mind Rick ain’t originally 
from around these parts.  I went into graphic detail of the 
damned injuries that forced us out of our passion and that 
we didn’t know about physiology and conditioning with 
present day understanding that might have extended our 
careers.  Yet we remained in contact over the last thirty 
years and enjoyed getting together at track events.
 I didn’t laugh, I didn’t stumble with the delivery – I even 
lifted my shirt to expose scars on my lower back attesting 
to disk surgery from an ill-conceived move and career 
ending injury.  He bought all of it and commented with only 

one word: “Oh.”  He walked away, and for the remainder of 
the weekend he avoided me!
 Thanks for a great and memorable ride!  Best in the 
New Year and remember our Mid-Winter Get Together at 
the Historic Holly Hotel on February 25th for great food, 
company and comedy.  Look for emails and check the 
website for details. 

When:    Saturday, February 25 at 6:15 pm.

Where:  The Historic Holly Hotel (110 Battle Alley, Holly, MI  48442)

Features:
   o  Private Dining Room Buffet Dinner With Choice of 
       Entrees
   o  Cash bar
   o  75 Minute Live Comedy Show With Preferential      
          Seating

Dress:  Business Casual With Sports Coats Optional For     
             Men.

Cost:  $40.00/person.

Register for this event at motorsportreg.com.  Hope to see you there.

Outgoing President Jim Christopher hands over 
the gavel to incoming Presidet Rick Mammel
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February 7 (Wed.):  RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM, location 
Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth.

February 25 (Sat.):  RSR Holiday Party at the Holly Hotel 
-- Hosted by Liz and Jim Christopher

March 6 (Tues.):  RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM, location 
Carlyle’s Grill, Ann Arbor.

April 3 (Tues.):  RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM, location 
Karl’s Cabin, Plymouth.

May 1 (Tues.):  RSR Club Meeting 7:00 PM, location 
Carlyle’s Grill, Ann Arbor.

RSR Calendar of Events

For more information on surrounding area events, see Zone Representative Ron 
Carr’s “In The Zone” on page 19.

 

Saturday, January 21st  

RSR Movie Night
Save the Date!!!!

 

Rally Sport Region will be launching a new 
reason for RSR members to get together 
during the winter doldrums.  We'll be showing 
classic car movies and professionally produced 
car videos that you don't want to miss.

Stand-by for details and make sure the PCA 
has your correct email address.  A future 
club email will provide details.

 

Changes Coming In
RSR Club Meetings 

 

Beginning in March, Rally Sport Region will 
add special presentations at some of our club 
meetings.  Want to know more about motor 
oils, tires and a range of other things 
automotive?  Then come join a friendly group 
of Porsche enthusiasts at our monthly Club 
Meetings.  Future club emails will provide 
details. (Make sure PCA has your correct 
email address.)
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Current Membership 226
Member Anniversaries

Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the application form located in the forms 
section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $46 US per year. You will receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA 
magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer .

Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership chairperson, Glenn Trapp, for 
processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  Glenn (810-227-7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s Executive Director:
 Vu Nguyen
 PO Box 6400
 Columbia, MD 21046
Please also forward your new address to the RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.com 
This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special 
 note of this when dealing with PCA national.

Phil Kish ....................................... 33
Tom Green ................................... 25
Brian Nao ..................................... 20
Ken Bush ...................................... 13
James Utsler .................................  9

Kevin Pritchard .............................  8
Anne Rivard ................................... 5
Phil Kingham .................................. 4
Harvey Leo ..................................... 1   
Larry Webster ...............................  1  

Membership

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
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Email:  tcpott@gmail.com

Now Located At:
ArborMotion
669 State Circle
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
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How It Started -- RSR’s First DE
By Glenn Trapp & Mike O’Rear

In May 1996 the newly fledged Rally Sport Region hosted 
its first Drivers’ Education event.  Then, as now, the club 
had an excellent turnout.  This roster from the event has 
a number of familiar names as well as several that have 

moved on.  Interestingly, there were ten women driving, 
more than we see at a typical event today.  What’s up with 
that?
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Grand Sport, LLC   21620 Melrose Avenue  Southfield, MI  48075  Phone 248.304.9091 • Fax 248.304.9092
www.grandsport-michigan.com

Selling and Servicing Porsche Automobiles

David Laing loves Porsches like you do – and knows them 
like no one else. Whether you seek performance upgrades, 
repairs, or routine maintenance, David will provide your 
Porsche with unmatched service and care at our state-

of-the-art Grand Sport facility in Southfield. So stop by 
today for a free tour of Grand Sport and see why so many 
owners of new and vintage Porsches trust only David 
Laing with the care of their vehicle.

Premier Porsche technician David Laing. Only at Grand Sport in Southfield.

Your Porsche has given you its best.
Now it’s time to return the favor.
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A Classic Porsche Ad From the Past
Images Scanned by Phil Hancock of the Nord Stern Region - PCA and courtesy of the Nord Stern Region (Minnesota & 

Western Wisconsin)
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(Continued on Facing Page)

I’ve already mentioned how much I like rubber. This tire fe-
tish of mine is seasonal— I get inflicted whenever I switch 
the tires on my cars. This November was no different.  
Over the Thanksgiving break, I changed the tires in two of 
my cars, switching to winter tires.
 So I would like to spout off a bit regarding winter tires. 
Am I professionally qualified to do this?  Other than writ-
ing stuff on the internet, of course not.  I do work for a 
company that makes tires, although I have nothing to do 
with tires.  Some of my cars have my company’s tires, and 
some don’t.  My basis for the following is simply from buy-
ing a lot of tires, debating arguing fighting dueling coming 
to blows over light-hearted discussions with friends on the 
topic, and common sense.
 It’s possible that over the years I’ve picked up some 
superstitions about winter tires.  Please feel free to tell me 
about it in the comment section.  Also, I have zero experi-
ence with studs or chains, so I won’t comment on them 
here.

Should I really buy winter tires?
 Yup.  Unless, of course, you live in places that don’t get 
snow in winter. In that case, I hate you and will laugh when 
light frost shuts down your entire city.  But if you live in a 
state like Michigan, which has an eight-month winter (and 
sometimes nine), then it’s a Very Good Idea.  (Or if you live 
in those godforsaken places with extreme snowfall.  By the 
way, have I mentioned that I hate snow?)
 I realize there are a lot of reasons for not buying snow 
tires. Some people have all-season tires, some people can’t 
afford it, and so on.  Those can be valid reasons. In life, we 
pick our compromises.  I choose to spend a few hundred 
dollars every few years in exchange for minimizing risks to 
my family and cars in the winter.
 It’s not a law here in America like it is in Germany, but 
it’s a Pretty Good Idea.

But I have all-season tires. Do I really need winter tires?
 Like I said, that’s a compromise.  An all-season tire 
doesn’t have the grip and handling of a summer tire, and 
doesn’t have the grip on ice of a winter tire.  I’m generally 
risk-averse, so I change tires.  In my wife’s all-wheel drive 
Subaru, I can easily turn donuts in a snowy parking lot with 
all-season tires, but have a really, really hard time doing 
the same in snow tires (um... this was for engineering 
analysis, of course, so don’t mention it to her).
 One thing to consider is how old or how many miles 

your tires have.  Over time tires wear out their treads and 
harden, reducing grip on snow and ice.  Those all-seasons 
that were okay in the snow two years ago may not do as 
well this winter. It’s your choice, but I would still recom-
mend buying winter tires.

Which winter tire should I buy?
 I don’t know. I’ll tell you that I have Blizzak WS70s on 
my Subaru, and Continental ExtremeWinterContact on my 
wife’s Subaru, and General Altimax Arctic on my Honda. 
I’ve also used Pirellis, Dunlops, Yokohams, and Michelins in 
the past.  I’ve been pretty happy with all of these.
 In general, any winter tire will have better performance 
in snow and ice over any summer tire.
 You could, of course, read the reviews online and get 
confused and frustrated.  One of the issues with reviews is 
that you don’t always know the reviewer’s expectations, so 
you don’t know if the product was bad, or just didn’t meet 
the his/her expectations.  Still, if a large number of people 
rate a tire well, that’s probably a good indicator that it’s a 
good tire (or a manufacturer was stuffing the ballot).

What’s a “performance” winter tire?
 There’s a category of winter tires for sporty vehicles 
called performance winter tires.  It’s normally associated 
with good handling, but I think these tires were designed 
for the high speeds of the autobahn.  When I bought a 
set of these in Germany, the tire store put a sticker on my 
dash reminding me not to exceed 210 km/h (130 mph), as 
indicated by the tire’s speed rating.
 Most “real” winter tires have a Q-rating (160 km/h, 99 
mph).  These give up high speed driving (and its associated 
higher operating temperature) for better grip (softer at 
lower temperatures).  Recent “real” winter tires have had 
higher speed ratings, like my Bridgestone Blizzak WS70, 
which are T-rated (190 km/h, 118 mph, and presumably 
two better than R-rated).
 I’ve also owned Z-rated (240+ km/h, 149+ mph) snow 
tires, although I forget now what the service description 
was (which indicates actual top speed).  Those were good 
from 2 inches of snow to 160 mph, although not at the 
same time.
 The difference between these tires is how they compro-
mise between snow/ice grip versus handling performance. 
Most people should get the “real” winter tires since they 
shouldn’t be approaching 99 mph in winter.  For people 

Where the Rubber Meets the Road Salt
By Emmanuel Garcia (RSR’s Cranky Webmeister) from his blog, The Cranky Driver
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with high performance cars that like to drive fast year 
round, and may approach or exceed autobahn speeds, go 
with the performance winter tires.
 I’ve been using the same set of snow tires for four win-
ters. They should be good for another, right?
Probably not.  It depends on the brand and driving condi-
tions, but you can’t drive indefinitely on these tires.  I get 
about three winters on my snow tires, driving 10,000-
12,000 miles per winter.
 Try and see if they’re still okay.  If it seems fine, go for 
it. I’m penny wise, pound foolish, so I keep trying to get 
another winter out of my tires when I probably shouldn’t. 
But don’t do as I do, do as I say.

Can I mix and match my tires?
 I wouldn’t recommend it, even with normal tires.  If 
you have different brands or different types of tires on 
your car, it will have uncertain handling characteristics. In 
other words, who knows how it will handle as the condi-
tions vary.  Depending on where you install the different 
type tires on your car, it may understeer more (tendency to 
go straight in a turn) or oversteer more (tendency to turn 
sharper than desired in a turn) than it would normally.
 But if you like surprises, go for it.

I have an all-wheel drive (AWD) car. Do I need winter 
tires?
 Only if you need to stop.  The advantage of all-wheel 
drive is to make it easier for the car to go in snow or ice. 
When it comes to stopping, all-wheel drive has no distinct 
advantage over front or rear-wheel drive vehicles. It all 
comes down to the grip of your tires.
 Consider this data from the following boondoggle with 
guys screwing around in the snow pretending to do a 
serious magazine article test regarding the all-wheel drive 
Subaru WRX STI.
 60-0 mph Braking Test: 

Summer tires on asphalt: 106 ft 
Summer tires on ice: 391 ft 
Winter tires on ice: 274 ft

That’s 117 feet longer to stop on ice when using summer 
tires instead of winter tires.
 You’ll get similar braking results with front-wheel and 
rear-wheel drive vehicles.

When is the best time to change tires?
 In Germany, the rule of thumb is “von O bis O,” or von 
Oktober bis Ostern (from October to Easter).  I change 
mine on Thanksgiving and Easter, only because I have the 
extra time to do it.
 Continental Tires recommends using winter tires when 

the temperature drops below 45°F (7°C). This seems to be 
the temperature where rubber molecules start to harden 
and freeze. That last one is hard for me to go by, as tem-
peratures can be in the 30s in the morning and the 50s by 
afternoon in autumn in Michigan.
 Maybe the best way to say it is, change to winter tires if 
you think you’ll get snow or ice in your region.  This can be 
filed under “common sense.”

If winter tires are so great, can I drive with them year 
round?
 Technically yes, but I wouldn’t recommend it. Heat is 
the big enemy of tires.  Since winter tires are optimized for 
lower temperatures, they don’t do as well as the tempera-
ture rises. This will lead to faster wear.  By the time winter 
comes around again, the tires will have degraded perfor-
mance.

I have snow tires, traction control, AWD, ABS, ESC, M-O-U-
S-E. I’m invincible in my car, right?
 Only if you live in an alternate universe where the laws 
of Newtonian physics don’t apply.
 The purpose of all those systems in your car is to allow 
the car to get as close to ideal performance as possible 
with nut jobs like us behind the wheel. For example, ABS 
(anti-lock brakes) typically works by letting the tires lock 
momentarily, releasing them, and then locking them again. 
This happens over and over, but very quickly.  I’m simplify-
ing here, but that’s the gist of what happens.  In contrast, 
an experienced driver, like a race car driver, can brake at 
the threshold of tires limits without locking the tires.  In 
dry pavement, this would result in better braking than with 
ABS.
 Traction control is another example.  Traction control 
tries to prevent a car from spinning its tires. It’s trying to 
maximize available grip. It can’t increase the traction of 
summer tires on ice, it can only use whatever grip is avail-
able.  It’s the same concept with ESC (electronic stability 
control).
 The point is here is that these systems won’t make driv-
ing foolproof, but they are a big help to most drivers.
If you have all these systems in your car, and drive like a 
mad man in snowy or icy conditions, chances are you will 
lose grip, which leads to Very Bad Things.  We engineers 
have not perfected the SDW (stupid driver at wheel) mod-
ule yet, so don’t do that.
 Use common sense.  I know that’s asking for a lot in 
today’s day and age.  Even if you have all these safety 
features while driving in wintery conditions, slow down and 

(Continued on Page 16)
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2575 South State Street, Ann arbor, MI 48104
Take I-94 to State Street.  go North 1/2 mile...
Howard Cooper is on the right.

Porsche Sales 734.761.3200

Howard Cooper Porsche

Come visit our brand new 
Porsche building

We offer an excellent selection of cars for immediate delivery....
or place your order.

We can also help you find the new (or used) Porsche of your dreams.

Howard	  Cooper	   	   Import	  Center
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(Rubber From Page 13)
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One special, discount, or freebie per order per visit. Call for details.

Season's Greetings!

give yourself more distance for stopping and turning. And 
in case I lapse into a Walter Mitty/Sebastian Loeb impres-
sion because I forgot my meds again, just stay the hell off 
the roads when conditions are bad.

All right, fine, I’ll get winter tires. One last question—
where do I store my tires when I’m not using them?
 Tires should be stored in a cool, dry, dark place that’s 
well ventilated.  The tires should be clean. Wrap and seal 
each tire in an opaque plastic bag.
 Although it’s a big pain, I store my tires in the basement 
where the temperatures are cool and consistent.  The tem-
perature in a garage can be extreme, unless it’s regulated.

From the Staff of The Bahn 
Stormer: 

 

Editor Mike O'Rear 
&

Chief Editor Kathy O'Rear
 

Wishing you the 
happiest of holidays!
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In early October a friend called and asked if I could attend 
a Day at the track at Road Atlanta.  As it turned out that 
was the same weekend that we were headed for Florida. 
The event was sponsored by Cadillac Performance and was 
using the 2011 556 HP CTS-V lineup of cars. 
 I could hardly wait to get to Atlanta.  The day consisted 
of three classroom sessions, each followed by a track ses-
sion.  The classroom covered all the features of the CTS-V, 
suspension,brakes handling and tire development. 

 In the track events, your instructor drives first while 
you then make multiple attempts to see just how a 556 HP 
production vehicle performs.  The track events included 
Autocross, Deer in the Highway Avoidance and Drag Race 
with Extreme Stopping Zone. The final two sessions in-
cluded a couple of slow speed laps to get familiar with the 
2.4 mile track and then a video taped high speed run. To 
quote the Chief Instructor who set the world record for a 
production vehicle in Germany, “remember that these are 
not your cars so drive them as hard as you can.”  Needless 
to say, driving this full bred Race Car as hard as your heart 
can take was truly A LIFETIME EXPERIENCE.  

A DAY AT THE TRACK & A LIFE TIME EXPERIENCE
By Al Gaulin, RSR Member and past Insurance Chair

The Classroom

The Lucky Devil, Al Gaulin.

The Instructor, Cliff Sigmann, whose job it is to put such 
events on across the country and who Al is lucky enough 

to know.
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In this end of the year edition of In the Zone, I would like 
to present some advance information about 2012 events 
to put on the calendar. Details may be sketchy at this point, 
but any advanced notice is usually helpful when planning 
for a busy summer.  For your holiday celebrations In the 
Zone, check your local region’s website and newsletter for 
the latest details on events close to you, and check the 
Zone 4 Website for other regions events.  Have a happy 
holiday season, and be sure there is some extra space in 
the garage for that special gift that Santa might bring (if 
you’ve been good!!).
• NOR Holiday Party, Marriott, Cleveland East, 

Warrensville Heights, OH on Saturday December 10, 
2011. For details see the Newsletter or Website.

• SEM Holiday Party at The Heathers of Bloomfield Hills, 
MI on Saturday December 10, 2011. Details are available 
on the Website.

• Next Year:
• Zone 4 gathering at the North American International 

Auto Show, Cobo Hall, Detroit, MI on Saturday, January 
14, 2012. Special presentation at the Porsche Display. 
I will provide details in a December E-Blast to Zone 4 
members..

• The third annual Winter Concourse at Porsche of the 
Village, Cincinnati, OH is planned for Saturday evening, 
February 25, 2012. This is a PCNA event that is also 
supported by the PCA Ohio Valley Region- watch for 
details in their newsletter or website.

• The Zone 4 Presidents Meeting will take place at the 
Maumee Bay State Lodge near Toledo, OH on Saturday, 
March 24, 2012 for all of the Region Presidents and 
Driving Event Chairpersons. This will be followed on 
Sunday, March 25, 2012 with a Zone 4 Driving Events 
Planning Session at the same location.

• Grand Am Racing season kicks off in Zone 4 with the 
Detroit Grand Prix at Belle Isle on June 1, 2, and 3, 2012.  
A Porsche Car Corral will be organized for all interested 
Porsche Owners.

• The following weekend, the same crowd will gather 
for the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course Grand Am Race in 

Lexington, OH on June 8, 9, and 10, 2012. A PCA Region 
will also host a Porsche Car Corral for Porsche Owners.

• The Southeast Michigan Region will hold their annual 
Club Race at Gingerman Raceway in South Haven, MI on 
a new date this year, June 15, 16, and 17, 2012. Watch 
their website for details.

• While not technically in Zone 4, the Annual Porsche 
Parade will be held in Salt Lake City, UT on July 7-14, 
2012. Plan to join a bunch of other Zone 4 PCA members 
for fun in the mountains.

• The following weekend is the annual Pittsburgh Vintage 
Grand Prix at Schenley Park, PA on July 21 & 22, 
2012. This is actually a week-long event with a great 
Concourse on Saturday, sponsored in part by the PCA 
Allegheny Region.

• The third Grand Am event in Zone 4 will be part of the 
Brickyard 400 Weekend in Indianapolis, IN on July 27, 
28, and 29, 2012. . A PCA Region will also host a Porsche 
Car Corral for Porsche Owners.

• The annual P2O event moves to Granville, OH on July 
27-29, 2012, sponsored by the Mid-Ohio Region. Watch 
the P2O website for details.

• And finally, join fellow PCA members for a memorable 
fall weekend at the Escape to the Ozarks in Eureka 
Springs, AR on November 9, 10, and 11, 2012. More 
information will be available next year as the event 
grows closer.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact 
me at zone4rep@embarqmail.com.  Hope to see you at an 
event soon!

By Ron Carr
PCA Zone 4 Representative

In the Zone
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Ramblings From a Life With Cars
By SEM-PCA Member Tom Fielitz

Getting Started

Current RSR PCA members might take for granted the 
considerable benefit the club provides in drivers’ education 
events.    Many Porsche owners harbor that dream of 
taking their Porsche on a race track and RSR PCA makes 
that dream a possibility.
 Before I owned my first Porsche I watched an autocross 
at Waterford.  Observing how Porsche owners went fast 
and never had to work on their car and how a Corvette 
spewed its drive train at the start line convinced me 
Porsche was the way to go.   When I bought my 1970 
forest green 914-6 it had already seen duty at Waterford 
as a pace car.   My first autocross at Waterford was with 
the SEM PCA region and where I first met Dave Finch.  
Dave first joined PCA in 1971 to drive at Waterford.  His 
first Porsche was a 1971 914-4 purchased in 1971 and 
driven to wins in the 1971 and 1972 Tri-State Autocross 
Championships.   I remember that day in the pits at 
Waterford when we were both admiring our 914s and Dave 
wondered what it would be like to have the bigger tires and 
engine of my 914-6.  He then proceeded to handily beat my 
time and about everybody else that day. 
 The early PCA track days were simple autocross events 
with several chicanes added to Waterford to keep the 
speeds down.   You learned how to drive by being an 
observation passenger in a chase car.  Each autocross 
runner was followed by a chase car that would report 
gate infractions and reset downed pylons.  I learned a lot 
riding with Lou Livengood , Ron Roland and Bill Demeter, 
all experienced racers.   Many years later I attended the 
Jim Russell School at Mt. Tremblant, Quebec under the 
tutelage of Richard Spenard, Canadian driving professional.    
Right after that I got married and gave up Formula 
Ford racing to teach DE with just formed Track Time 
Incorporated.    Since 1986 I have enjoyed instructing many 
new drivers, most of whom I can say are now much faster 
drivers than I am.
 I asked our friend Tim Pott to share his history of getting 
started in racing Porsches.  Here is what he had to say as he 
got his driving instruction through the Waterford Hills race 
drivers’ school:

I too only had the benefit of the Waterford School. I 
would have to say when I went through, 1982ish, it 
was actually a very good experience. It consisted of a 
whole day of classroom, going over rules, procedures, 
tech, etc. Then an additional two day weekend when 

we were in our cars almost all the time. The first 
session was with the instructor in his street car, then 
by ourselves being observed, corrected, etc. I had the 
benefit of having Lou Livengood as my instructor and 
mentor for the school and that was a real advantage. 
There may have been a certain lack of emphasis on 
technique, true enough. Much of this was made up for 
by using Lou as a resource and advisor. I guess what 
I’m saying is that the school is only as good as the 
instructor you manage to hook up with. My son, Nick, 
went through the same school in 2000 and I don’t 
think it was as good an experience as mine, and for 
the same reason. His instructors weren’t so hot.
 The other benefit I had was the whole community 
of Porsche drivers at Waterford really mentored one 
another. I had lots of help from people like Ron Roland, 
Vic Skirmants, Bill Demeter, Grady Ellis, Skip Froh, Paul 
Nawrocki, and Steve Scannel. All of whom were 356 
drivers. I learned a ton from driving with those guys.
 Looking back, I think I could have been a better 
driver earlier if I had done some other schools and 
events. My problem was always being challenged by 
finances. I never had the money, tires, etc. to do much 
other than what Waterford had to offer.

Thanks Tim for sharing your experience.   Tim started right 
out in a race prepared Porsche and went straight into 
racing and ultimately became Waterford Hills champion in 
his 914.   We can look forward to next season when Tim 
will bring his 914-4 race car back to the track at an RSR 
school.  When the car finishes the transformation into a 
DE car I will have a full story for you about the process.
 

Remember,

The Bahn Stormer comes to 
you through the support of 
of our advertisers.

Patronize them and tell 
them, “Thanks for support-
ing the Rally Sport Region”
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Book Review for Porschephiles:  The Lost Spider 
    by Sean Michael
Review by Dale Trippler, member of the Nord Stern Region, PCA and courtesy of Nord Stern

This is a book everyone can love. You don’t have to
be a Porsche affecionato to enjoy this adventure, a
cross between Raiders of the Lost Arc and James Bond.
If you enjoy reading entertaining mysteries with many
twists and turns, this is a book you will want to read.
 Sean Michael is a Porsche owner and a long time
PCA member who lives in Alabama. I met Sean and his
wife, Kristy, at a restaurant in Hershey, PA during the
50th Porsche Parade. Frank Thayer and I were having
dinner one night when I spied a speed yellow Boxster
pulling into the parking lot. When Sean and Kristy
walked in, we waved them over and spent an extremely
pleasant evening chatting over dinner.
 Last month’s Panorama contained an article on The
Lost Spyder with Sean and Kristy Michael’s picture
featured. I went to the bookstore to buy a hard copy only
to be informed that the “E” version was the only one
available there. So an e-version became my constant
companion for the next two days until I finished the book.
 The Lost Spyder was almost impossible to put down. 
Each chapter inexorably took me to the next. While a lot of 
information about Porsches is packed into this wonderful 
book, as well as just how the Porsche company really works 
and its record-keeping systems, none of the information is 
complicated or drawn out. There is just enough informa-
tion to provide what you need without weighing you down 
in unnecessary details.
 The mystery revolves around an adult daughter’s search 
for her estranged father and the plot line flows like water 
downhill gaining speed and volume until you reach the con-

clusion. The character development was so good I couldn’t 
help but care about each of the primary characters. For 
me, that is what makes a good story great. Of course, there 
are some really unsavory characters, but that is life. The 
mystery takes you on a roller coaster ride of places and 
circumstances that will hold your interest long after you 
have finished the book.
 I highly recommend The Lost Spyder to anyone who 
loves mysteries. If you love Porsches, even better. This book 
will have even more for you to love.
 The book is available in e-version and in paperback at 
some bookstores. For more information about the book 
check the web site: www.lostspyder.com.

Photo above provided by Author Sean Michael

All Rally Sport Region records, 
including accounting reports, are 
available for any member’s inspec-
tion upon request.  Contact any 
Board member if you would like to 
see any record.

Road Pic of the Month
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Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board/Club Meeting Minutes

Tuesday,  November 01, 2011

Jim Christopher:  President ....................................Present
Rick Mammel:  Vice President ................................Present
Dave Cooper (Events Chair) .....................................Absent 
Jim Dowty ...............................................................Present
Jack Dunlap.............................................................Present

Dave Finch ..............................................................Present
Pat Jeski:  Past President ........................................Present
Michael Kimber ......................................................Present
Ken Knight ..............................................................Present
Christian Maloof:  Track Chair ................................Present

Members & Visitor Present:  Joanne & Doug Ash, David 
Bates, Rich Chang, Liz Christopher  (First Lady), Michael 
Eblenkamp, Paul Grusche, Yoram Guy, Mary Ann & Dan 
Kantrow, John Kytasty, Burghard Linn  (Treasurer), Tim Pott, 
Mike O’Rear (Editor), Glenn Trapp (Membership), Doug 
Wathen,  and Al Wright.

Call to Order:  Jim Christopher called the meeting to order 
at 7:15PM at Karl’s Cabin in Plymouth, MI.

Meeting Minutes:  The October meeting minutes were 
reviewed.  Motion: A motion to approve the minutes 
passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report:  Burghard Linn reviewed the October 
Treasurer’s report.  Motion: A motion to approve the 
treasurer’s report passed unanimously.  
REMINDER: The Treasurer’s Report is available to any 
RSR Club member.  E-Mail your request to Burghard Linn 
(burghard.linn@gmail.com).

Insurance Report:  Michael Kimber had nothing new to 
report.

Goody Store Report:  Jim Christopher reported that there 
has been no change with the status of the PCA national 
website.

Advertising Report:  Jim Christopher has billed Howard 
Cooper but funds have not been received yet.  He is 
soliciting Karl’s Cabin to advertise in our newsletter.

Membership:  Glenn Trapp reported that we have 225 
members.  No new members this month.  He will be 
sending out the first mailing to those that have dropped 
their membership for feedback.

Track Report:  Christian Maloof is working on finalizing the 
dates at Waterford.  Track committee meetings still need 

to be scheduled and any member with track ideas should 
contact Christian.

Newsletter:  Mike O’Rear has set 11/20 as the newsletter 
deadline for articles and reports.  Jim Christopher 
acknowledged all his hard work.

Website:  Emmanuel Garcia was absent.  

Events Committee:   Dave and Norah were absent
• Rick Mammel and Jim Christopher acknowledged the 

efforts of Dave and Norah in getting us in Panorama.
•  RSR Holiday Party planned for 2/25/2012.

Election News:  The ballot is complete and in for the next 
newsletter.  

New Business:
• No meeting in January
• Board meetings will follow this schedule:  odd months 

at Carlyle Grill and even months at Karl’s cabin.
• Other options for the board meeting locations will be 

considered such as Baker’s.
• Gymkhana event is still planned for next spring.  Yoram 

Guy is working on getting the legal details worked out 
to support the event.

Motion:  Meeting adjourned: 7:44p.m.  Minutes taken by:  
Mary Ann Kantrow
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CARS FOR SALE

2007 997 GT3 sunroof coupe:  WPOAC29977S792204. 

5,100 miles.   White/black full leather, GPS, PCCB brakes, 
sports chrono package, bi-xenon  headlamps, white roll bar, 
GT3 seats, Schroth 6 point harnesses, GPS lap timer, 
GT3 RS 4.0 graphics. $79,900. Tom Green, Saline, MI 48176. 
Work 734-429-5958. (11/11)

2003 Aston Martin DB& GT coupe:  Silver/Red.  

This GT is VERY RARE!  Only 185 GT’s were made in 2003 
(and only in 2003) and only 64 made it to the US.  11,800 
miles.  V12 435 HP.  New Michelin Super sport tires and 
new battery.  $74,900.  Tom Green, Saline, MI 48176.  Work 
734-429-5958. (11/11)

1987 Porsche 944 Turbo: Black, 130k plus miles, tons of 
upgrades and maintenance just completed. Email for pics 
and detailed list. $6,900.00  malecmatt@gmail.com (09/11)

1985 911 Targa:  
3.2 non-turbo black 
on black, runs 
strong, clean inside 
and out, California 
car. $15,000 obo.  
Call Dave Bausch 
for info at 734-368-
2023  (05/11)

1982 911 Targa:  black vinyl interior; shiny black exterior; 
nice tires on 16” Fuchs alloys, which are undamaged, but 
could use new black enamel; No engine or trans.  No signs 
it was ever bent or rusted.  $1900 OBO  For further info 
please write to David Grant at porschefamily@gmail.com.  
(05/11)

OTHER ITEMS

Boxster Tires: Yokohama ES-100.  Tread wear 280, Traction 
AA, Temp A, No repairs.  Fronts: 205-50-ZR17, 5/32nds 
tread left.  Rears: 255-40-ZR17, 4/32nds left.  $175.00 for 
the set.  Contact Gary Egbert 734-765-0408  (09/11)

Porsche 987/997 Alcantara Seats: black, airbag, and 
I believe heated. No visible wear on seating areas or 
bolsters. $850.00 obo.  Call Matt 517-304-2707. (9/11)
 
SPECIALTY CAR STORAGE: INSIDE CLIMATE CONTROLLED.
Ann Arbor near the Ann Arbor Motor Mall, secure, clean, 
easy access, including air conditioning and heating, $100.00 
per month.  Please contact Ed Goldman at 
517-927-1456 (cell) or goldmaned@gmail.com (08/11)

Forgeline RS Wheels: 8x17 and 9.5x17, 18lbs. ea. (fit 
911/930/944 through 1985), with Dunlop Direzza Z1 
235/40-17 and 255/40-17 tires at 3/16 thread depth. $800, 
or offer. 22 mm front factory sway bar, $50. Andy 734-718-
6432 or aos@wowway.com. (08/11)

STORAGE FOR RENT:  Heated, secured museum-like ga-
rage.  $100.00/month  Call Clem at (810) 636-2840. (09/11)

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

To place a classified ad in The Bahn Stormer, please 
contact Mike O’Rear at  morear734@gmail.com (Put 
“Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line).  Non-mem-
bers will be charged $5.00/quarter.  Ads more than six 
months old may be removed unless resubmitted.
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W.10 Mile Rd. Grand River Ave.

H
aggerty

Rd.

Grand River Ave.

W. 11 Mile Rd

H
alsted

Rd.

275 5

24750 North Industrial,
Farmington Hills, MI 48335

P (248) 473.8100 • F (248) 473.0800
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 7:30 am – 6:00 pm

www.automarkcollision.com

AutoMark specializes in body work for virtually every brand of sports car. 

Whether your Porsche needs collision work, paint repairs or any other 

cosmetic changes, AutoMark is there to accommodate you. 

Our technicians are the best in the industry – providing timely 

turnaround, guaranteed workmanship and exceptional customer care.

When your Porsche’s appearance isn’t meeting expectations,

bring it to our state-of-the-art facilities for the quality care your car deserves –

and you expect. Don’t forget to stop by and check out our new,

cutting-edge, Celette Frame Machine, which will return 

your vehicle to factory specifications.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

A Performance Sports Car
Deserves a Performance

Collision Center.

That’s Why There’s
AutoMark.
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Final Lap
By RSR Vice President Rick Mammel 

The driving season is coming to an end. Salt trucks are 
on their way. Our track and social driving events have also 
subsided, ending with the Color Tour, always a popular 
event.  During the pending hibernation season RSR Social 
Events will become a bit more sporadic and the “Social 
Hour “ at our monthly meetings will run a bit longer to 
assure everyone gets caught up. 

With a few exceptions I attended most of the club’s 
social and track events.  They were fabulous!  One thing I 
observed at the track gatherings was the enthusiasm of the 
first time participants, whether just attending as spectators 
or getting out on the track for the first time. They will 
be back next year for sure.  This sentiment holds just as 
strong for the new members who enjoyed the drives and 
camaraderie of our Social Events. Some other observations 
from the past year.
• Nobody uses their turn signals in this state.  Michigan  
drivers are getting closer to Massachusetts drivers as 
the worst in the country.  This state provides a great 
environment for proper drivers to practice controlled 
avoidance maneuvers.  
• Porsche is the only German manufacturer to use real 
brake calipers on their standard cars.  Floating calipers 
should be banned.  The new BMW M3 has a world class 
engine and chassis electronic controls, but still has floating 
calipers, big ones but floaters all the same.
• Porsches’ reputation for reliability is held in much higher 
regard by people who don’t own one.  The latest “how did 
they miss that?” comes to my attention from Chuck Price.  
It seems the dry sump performance motors in 996/997 
GT3’s, GT2’s and Turbos have a problem with the adhesive 
bond that holds the coolant pipes hose fitting in place. This 
bond is catastrophically failing. Nothing good ever happens 
when coolant ends up on your rear tires.  If this failure 
continues to spread in intensity, it will join the ranks with 
cylinder heads studs as one of Porsche’s most expensive 
engineering failures.
• More members need to take advantage of the know-
ledge dispensed by Tim Pott during Time with Tim,  held 
on the third Saturday of every month.  This impromptu 
gathering of Porsche (any German auto) enthusiasts has 
access to Tim’s 40-plus years of automotive knowledge. 
You may not know anything about cars when you arrive, 
but you certainly will when you leave.  Tim keeps it low key 
and understandable, a perfect car guy gathering.
• The lane departure systems of newer cars is triggered 
by inattentive driving as you drift over the centerline . 

I would like to suggest that they alert with more than 
buzzers and lights, by the addition of a feature that, in the 
event of cell phone use, delivers a stong “doggy fence” 
type electroshock if the driver fails to maintain the vehicle 
in his/her lane.  This system will promote two behavioral 
patterns. It will force the driver to learn car control while 
on the phone or, if they are that hopeless, stop them 
from using the phone all together.  In this high tech world 
this seems a simple low tech solution.  Shock therapy 
dispensed by “doggy fences” has trained our beloved Fidos 
for years.  I know this technology can do the same for the 
wandering cell phone Bobo’s  that populate our roads.
The AGM is also behind us and I am fortunate to have 
been elected to the position of RSR President. With Jim 
Christopher passing the baton at the end of the year I will 
be transitioning into the position in January. Traditionally 
there is no Club Meeting or Bahn Stormer in January 
so I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge 
the efforts of the Committees, Board Members and 
Chairpersons that made 2011 another great year for the 
RSR.  Space on this page does not allow individual mention, 
but you know who you are.  For the membership that may 
not know the names of the above please check out The 
Official Page in this issue for the comprehensive list. A 
strong “Thank You!” also goes out the individual members 
who organized and volunteered at our events.

 Jim Christopher, our outgoing President, did a 
phenomenal job during his term. He relentlessly 
championed for higher volumes of participation from 
our membership and was the first in line to greet new 
members, doing it with his wonderful, welcoming 
personality.  Also worthy of note is his professional 
demeanor and business savvy which was put to good use 
several times throughout the years, garnering us great 
results.  Big shoes for me to fill, I have his 24/7 phone 
number if I ever need consultation.

Special thanks go out to outgoing board members Jack 
Dunlap, Dave Finch and Michael Kimber for their service 
and contributions.  As with Jim, they will not be far away 
should we need to call upon them. 

This will be my last Final Lap.  My ramblings will now 
be captured towards the front pages as content from 
the President.  Thanks to everyone for their encouraging 
comments on my articles.  What you read is just as much 
the product of our Bahn Stormer Editorial Team, Kathy and 
Mike O’Rear. Said by me many times and here it is again. 
“This is not a newsletter, it is a Publication!!” 
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Porsche of Farmington Hills
37911 Grand River Avenue
Farmington Hills, MI 48335
(248) 471-0800
www.farmington-hills.
porschedealer.com

©2011 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of all traffic laws at all times. Optional equipment shown is extra.  *To qualified customers through
Porsche Financial Services. See your participating authorized Porsche dealer for details.

There's a reason it's called a new beginning.

Ultra-low-mileage lease options now available.*


