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I started this article weeks ago, so it may seem a little 
dated. But, I still want to tell you about these events, 
so here we go:

If the Beginners’ Day DE was any indication, this will 
be an outstanding season. Forecast for rain all day, 
there was but a sprinkle. I attribute this to the fact that 
I was not driving in the event. Had I participated, the 
weather certainly would not have cooperated. Though 
I was unable to stay the entire day, I did see that the 
event got off to a great start. The first event of the 
season is usually a little disorganized as participants 
and staff alike must brush off the cobwebs and try to 
get back in the swing of things.  The morning went 
quite well, as a matter of fact. Jennifer McNalley and 
Jack Dunlap coordinated the registration process in 
a very efficient manner, ensuring all of the morning’s 
requirements were met and all drivers were properly 
registered. Christian and his team of instructors and 
support staff once again put together an excellent driv-
ing experience for the students and staff.

A couple weeks ago, some of us met in Pinckney to 
stage for the Orphan Car Show Rally. The first leg of 
the drive took us 47 miles to Dexter (which is about 10 
miles from Pinckney) where we met at the Bearclaw 
coffee shop on Main St. I did make one slight wrong 
turn along the way. Despite my best efforts to make 
excuses and blame others for my mistake, in the end 
I could not deny that Mike O’Rear put together a first 
class turn list and map for the drive, and he included 
some of my favorite roads in the area. An excellent 
drive, at least the portion I participated in. As with the 
DE above, obligations with my new hobby (that’s what 
I’ll call it) preempted my participation in the second 
half of the drive. With participation of approximately 
sixteen cars, nearly thirty of us enjoyed the event. 
Those of you who participated, did you look left at 
the 1.0 mile mark per Mike’s instructions? The barn 
count? I counted one. Do I win?

The season did get off to a great start, and though 
I missed the Grattan event, it too was a smashing 
success. Participation in the July Waterford DE looks 
like it will be a little light. That event will have passed 
by the time you read this. As I write, I am preparing 
for my ritual trek to Mosport Park in Bowmanville, 
Ontario. This will be the start of my season. It is a 
“must do” event for me. Northern New Jersey Region 
and the Upper Canada Region team up to put on one 
of the best events I have attended, outside of our own 
region.

Can’t wait.

Patrick

By Patrick Jeski, Rally Sport Region President

Club President Pat Jeski, the way we like to 
see him.

Photos by Mike O’Rear
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August 2 (Sunday):  Meadow Brook Concours d’ 
Elegance (see ad on page 5)

August 6 (Thursday):  RSR Board Meeting -- 7:00 
pm at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

August 15 (Saturday):  The Great Island Escape 
Rally - 11:30 AM -- Hosted by Claire and Al Ut-
ter (see ad on page 5)

August 25 (Tuesday):  Drivers’ Education at 
Waterford Hills

September 1 (Tuesday):  RSR Board Meeting -- 
7:00 pm at Carlyle’s in Ann Arbor

September 22 (Tuesday):  Drivers’ Education at 
Waterford Hills

October 11 (Sunday):  Ferry Porsche Birthday 
Party and Charity Auction -- 5:00 PM -- Hosted 
by Sue Sarin (see ad on page 7).

October 18 (Sunday):  Color Tour -- Hosted by 
Liz and Jim Christopher and Leonard Murz

October 24 (Saturday):  Annual General Meeting 
-- Hosted by Liz and Jim Christopher

Be One of The Smiling Faces -- Join Us At A Rally Sport Region Social Event

Special Thanks..
To Jennifer and Mike McNalley for opening their home to RSR Members to watch Track Chair-
person, and now professional racer, Christian Maloof perform on the Speed Channel.  The chan-
nel provided delayed coverage of the Grand-Am KONI Challenge at Watkins Glenn.  A warm, 
lake-side deck, a big screen TV, and gracious hosts made for an entertaining afternoon.
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Meadow Brook Concours d’Elegance

The Meadow Brook Concours d’Elegance is one of the leading Concours in 

the world.  This 30th Anniversary Concours will be held on Sunday, August 

2, from 10 AM to 4 PM in Rochester, Michigan.  The Concours web site 

(http://www.mbhconcours.org ) states:  “Our 30th Anniversary show  will 

feature “The Best of Detroit”, The 100th Anniversary of Morgan and a 

celebration of British Sports Cars, “The Class of 1959”, Rolls-Royce 

Phantom, Featured Museum – The Gilmore Museum, Swoopy Coupes and 

British motorcycles.”     

RSR was unable commit to 10 cars and therefore a special Porsche Corral 

for parking RSR cars will not be available.  Still, several from our club plan 

to attend.  Join in the fun.  Tickets will be available at the "door" for 

$25/person. 

The Great Island Escape 
   & More

When:  Saturday, August 15th at 11:30 AM

Where:  Grosse Ile Air Base/City Hall Parking Lot 
(9601 Groh Road, Grosse Ile, MI -- Right in front of the Air Field)

Join us for an island adventure -- a drive around Grosse Ile.  Then, after a drive 

through scenic Monroe County, take in the wild animals and lunch at Cabela's.  Finally, 

the drive will end up at the Gourmet Chocolate Cafe in Chelsea.  All this in one drive!!

RSVP not required -- just show up.

Contact Al Utter at autter911@hotmail.com with any questions.
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Michigan's #1 Rated Bosch Service Center

3080 Huron Rd. (M-59)
Waterford, Michigan
service@munks.com
248.681.8081
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Date:  Sunday, October 11, 2009
Time:  5:00 PM

Place:  Sue Sarin's, 12792 Sleigh Trail, Milford, Michigan
RSVP:  by October 4 to sueatcape@msn.com or 248-425-6981
Cost:  $20/Person and donated item

It's that time again.  Time to experience a wonderful German dinner 

prepared by some of the best cooks in the Rally Sport Region.

This year we have again included a silent auction with the dinner event 

and all the proceeds will go to one or more charities approved by the 

Board of Directors, Rally Sport Region.  

We need items to auction, and you can help!!  

We need donated items in every price range.  Perhaps you have an item, or service, 

of value that you would be willing to donate.  A weekend at a cottage, a piece of 

Porsche memorabilia, or a bottle of special wine for example. 

Perhaps you have a relationship with a restaurant, other service provider and are 

willing to solicit a donation.  We can provide documentation to support the 

provider's tax requirements.

All items are welcome!  

The Events Committee
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Ready. Set. Retire.  
Planning for retirement isn't just about having enough money. It's 
about planning for the life you want, on your terms. Whether it's 
traveling the globe, going back to school, or even starting a new 
business. 
 
An Ameriprise Financial Free Retirement Check-In* will help you 
assess whether you're on track for the retirement you want. It can be 
done in person or on the phone with us and it only takes a few 
minutes.  
 
Call us today for a Free Retirement Check-In to help you better 
prepare for what's ahead. 

Gregory Steen, CFP® 
Financial Advisor 
Suite 350 
26777 Central Park Blvd. 
Southfield, MI 48076 
(248) 827-1230, Ext: 247 
Direct: (248) 799-5947 
Fax: (248) 827-4130 
gregory.k.steen@ampf.com 

*The Retirement Check-In is a questionnaire to assess your retirement readiness. You will not receive any 
written analysis and/or recommendations. Financial advisory services and investments available through 
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., Member NASD and SIPC. © 2006 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights 
reserved. 500009Z-14 01/06 
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Andy Sasyk ...........................24
Robert Smith .........................13
Nick Cocciolone.....................12
Doug Ash  .............................. 11
Gregory Peet ......................... 11
Thomas Collet ........................  8

Kelly Roberts ...........................8
Wayne Walter .........................  7
Norm Betts ..............................6
Randall Metz ...........................5
Robert Harrison ......................  4
Brian Onken ............................4

Martin Berthiaume ..................  3
Clarence Carpenter ................  3
Jennifer McNalley ...................  2
Mike Stanton ...........................2
Matthew Hansen ....................  1

The Rally Sport Region - Porsche Club of America
Membership Information: Those interested in joining Porsche Club of America (PCA) can fill out the applica-
tion form located in the forms section of our website -- http://rsp.pca.org.  Cost is $42 US per year. You will 
receive a subscription to both Panorama, the official PCA magazine, and the The Bahn Stormer .

Send the application and a check (or Visa/MC), payable to Porsche Club of America, to the membership 
chairperson, Glenn Trapp, for processing.  If you have questions or need additional information please contact  
Glenn (810-227-7854 or gtrapper@gmail.com). 

Subscription to The Bahn Stormer is free to RSR* members.  Non-members pay an annual fee of $18 US.

Address Changes: If  you  change your address, please forward your new address to Porsche Club of America’s 
Executive Director:
 Vu Nguyen
 PO Box 1347 
 Springfield, VA 22151
Please also forward your new address to the RSR* Membership Chairperson, Glenn Trapp, at gtrapper@gmail.
com 
This will ensure the timely delivery of both the Panorama and The Bahn Stormer.

*  Please take note:  Rally Sport Region’s official acronym from PCA national is RSP. Please make special 
 note of this when dealing with PCA national.

Current Membership 225

Member Anniversaries

Emin & Gokce Donat
Bloomfield Village, MI
2005 Silver 911 S

Sebastian & Narmeen Gaeta
Ann Arbor, MI
1965 Ruby Red 356

Myron Marsh & Beth Newby
Pinckney, MI
2000 White Boxster

Herman & Angie Ruiz
Mt. Pleasant, MI
1997 Black 993 Turbo

New Members
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Grand Sport, LLC   21620 Melrose Avenue  Southfield, MI  48075  Phone 248.304.9091 • Fax 248.304.9092
www.grandsport-michigan.com

Selling and Servicing Porsche Automobiles

David Laing loves Porsches like you do – and knows them 
like no one else. Whether you seek performance upgrades, 
repairs, or routine maintenance, David will provide your 
Porsche with unmatched service and care at our state-

of-the-art Grand Sport facility in Southfield. So stop by 
today for a free tour of Grand Sport and see why so many 
owners of new and vintage Porsches trust only David 
Laing with the care of their vehicle.

Premier Porsche technician David Laing. Only at Grand Sport in Southfield.

Your Porsche has given you its best.
Now it’s time to return the favor.
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The weather in Ann Arbor was perfect for viewing an 
eclectic vehicle mix  on the afternoon of July 10th.  
Seven 911s were parked together on Main Street 
and served as a convenient meeting location for RSR 
members.  The seven were part of a display by Tim 
Pott, owner of Rennstatt Inc.  A couple 356s, a 928, 

a 914, and a slant nose turbo Porsche were spotted 
on the side streets.  Corvettes, Ferraris, and muscle 
cars were also there.  After a couple hours of car and 
people watching, many members dined at one of the 
local eateries.  Thanks to Valerie Roedenbeck for 
hosting this fun event.   

Ann Arbor Rolling Sculpture Car Show

Photos by Stewart Free

Perfection!!!  Engine and mechani-
cal work performed by Rennstatt.

An Italian Whatchamacallit.
Another perfect car!

RSR members Mike & Jennifer 
McNalley share a good time with 
RSR friends. 

JIm Christopher and JIm 
Dowty trying to decide what 
to like best.

The Rennstatt “collection.”Christian Maloof’s 
racing 911.
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$$$$ I would like to share with you the difference between ATE 
Super Blue Racing (ATE Blue) and ATE TYP 200 (ATE Clear) and 
why I prefer ATE Clear.  

They both have the same Wet Boiling Point (200°C) and Dry 
Boiling Point (280°C), which is the important part. The ATE Blue is 
not DOT approved because it is blue. It also seems to have a long-
term affect on the plastic reservoirs, staining them blue from the 
inside.  This makes it become difficult to see the fluid level when it 
should be easy.  

It appears to me that the reason why they make the fluid 
blue was to separate the clear from the blue during brake fluid 
changes. If you run enough fluid through the system and do it often, 
the ATE Clear is what I would recommend. 

Try to avoid keeping open cans of brake fluid on the shelf 
because it has a tendency to collect moisture, which will lower the 
boiling point of the fluid under extreme conditions. Until next issue- 
Jeff 

$$$$ $$$$ $$$$

 
  

Jeff Jones has 30 years of automotive experience, predominantly Porsche since 
1984. He was awarded Master Porsche Tech by Porsche A.G. in 1986. He has 
owned and operated Automotive Techniques since 1988. He has a unique and 
knowledgeable perspective and approach to each car on an individual basis and 
the customer’s desire. 

248 615-8964 
Alphatango911@hotmail.com 

www.automotivetechniques.net 

The Real ATE Story

I would like to share with you the difference be-
tween ATE Super Blue Racing (ATE Blue) and 
ATE TYP 200 (ATE Clear) and why I prefer ATE 
Clear.

They both have the same Wet Boiling Pioint 
(200°C), which is the important part.  The ATE 
Blue is not DOT approved because it is blue.  It 
also seems to have a long-term affect on the 
plastic reservoirs, staining them blue from the 
inside.  This makes it become difficult to see the 
fluid level when it should be easy.

It appears to me that the reason why they make 
the fluid blue was to separate the clear from the 
blue during brake fluid changes.  If you run 
enough fluid through the system and do it often, 
the ATE Clear is what I would recommend.

Try to avoid keeping open cans of brake fluid on 
the shelf because it has a tendency to collect 
moisture, which will lower the boiling point of the 
fluid under extreme conditions.  

Until next issue -- Jeff

Join a multi-event weekend, with a national attendance list. Es-
cape is purely non-competitive event.  It is a socially oriented 
weekend focusing on camaraderie and friendship. It is a great 
opportunity to show off your car, see old friends, make new ones, 
and enjoy the good will and fellowship of other Porsche owners.
 

Details at: http://escape.ovrpca.org/ 
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C a rlyle
Bar & Grill

Contemporary American Cuisine
3660 Jackson Road, Ann Arbor • 734.213.9800 

(In front of Quality 16 Movie Theatre )

FEATURING CLASSIC & CREATIVE DISHES
FROM THE MEDITERRANEAN

2900 S. State Street, Ann Arbor (Located in the Concord Center)
734.332.9700 • www. m e d i t e rr a n o . c o m

Two beautifully appointed private rooms perfect for business meetings, 
weddings & rehearsal dinners, engagement celebrations, graduations,

bar mitzvahs, baptismals, birthday parties & other events.

For booking your occasion, call 734.332.9700 

BY
LaPia zza’

�

�
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The Porsche Crest needs no introduction. In fact it is 
one of the best known symbols in the world. The story 
of how the crest began is interesting and one that we 
will explore in this article. Since I knew something 
about the history of the Crest, but not enough to write 
an article, I knew that I needed help. I had the privi-
lege to speak with Porsche Historian (Dieter Gross), 
who works for Porsche in Stuttgart. He provided me 
with information and addressed numerous questions 
while writing this article. He also supplied some of the 
photos of the early Porsche Crests as well.  

The first time I spoke with 
Dieter I was asking him for 
help in researching the Crest. 
His response was “Vhat is der 
Porsche Crest”? I said “The 
Porsche Crest, the logo, the 
emblem that is on the front of 
every Porsche vehicle”. He 
replied, “Aahhh, der Vappen” 
(actually spelled Wappen). 
I then asked, “What? Wap-
pen”? His response was, “Der 
Vappen, der Coat of Arms of 

Porsche”. I finally got it. I replied, “Yes the Wappen, 
eerr Vappen”.  He agreed to help. That is where my 
education on the Porsche Crest really began.  

The earliest Porsches were initially identified only 
by the word “Porsche” on the front or back of the 
vehicle. One evening at a dinner, Max Hoffman (the 
importer of Porsche cars into the USA) suggested to 
Dr. Porsche that he should have a symbol to identify 
his cars. During the dinner, Ferry Porsche sketched 
on the back of a napkin the original concept. Everyone 
agreed that something resembling this sketch should 
be used to identify the cars. More refinement on the 
Crest was done once Ferry Porsche returned back 
to Stuttgart. The final design of the Crest is actually 
based on elements from the history and Coat of Arms 

of Baden Wurttemberg (a state in the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany). The emblem contains the state colors 
of red and black along with antlers that were incorpo-
rated into the Porsche Crest. 
In the middle of the Crest, a black horse is featured. 
This is a symbol of a pow-
erful force and is derived 
from the Coat of Arms of 
the state seat, Stuttgart. 
Stuttgart incidentally, 
was originally founded as 
a horse breeding farm, 
“Stuotgarten” in 950 A.D. 
and has had horses in 
varying degrees on its 
Coat of Arms ever since 
the 14th century.  

The insignia has the contour of a shield, which is most 
appropriate given the origin of the term,  “Coat of 

Arms”. The name “Porsche” 
spans the top of the entire 
composition like a roof, pro-
viding the finishing touch to 
a successful design. At first, 
the city government officials 
objected to Porsche using 
this design.  After consider-
able negotiations, the city 
officials agreed to allow 
Porsche to use the Crest 
that had been designed. 
From that day on, the Crest 

bonded the city of Stuttgart and Porsche together as a 
symbol of quality and power.  

The finished design first appeared on the horn button 

The Porsche Crest
By Ken Koop Club President and Editor of “Old Faithful,” Yellowstone Region -- PCA

(Continued on Page 23)

Editor’s Note:  Black and white does not do this article 
justice.  I strongly encourage you to visit the club’s 
website (rsp.pca.org) and view this, and all, issues of the 
Bahn Stormer on line and in color.
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PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA - 2009 DE REGISTRATION FORM 
Porsche Club of America is a private, not-for-profit organization.  It reserves the right to deny the acceptance of any Driver's Education application, or to revoke 
any application previously accepted, for any reason or no reason, except that it will not deny or revoke a Driver's Education application solely on the basis of race, 
creed, color, sex or national origin.

Driver No. 1 
Name

Home Phone  Work 
( )   ( )
Address

City State Zip 

PCA Region 

Email Address – please write clearly 

Rate Yourself (check one) 
 Beginner  Novice  Intermediate  Advanced

Driving Experience – List DE’s, Autocross, etc. 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Vehicle Information 

Driver No. 2 
Name

Home Phone  Work 
( )   ( )
Address

City State Zip 

PCA Region 

E-mail Address – please write clearly 

Rate Yourself (check one) 
 Beginner  Novice  Intermediate  Advanced

Driving Experience – List DE’s, Autocross, etc. 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Vehicle Make   Model 

Year Color   Engine Size 

List any modifications (performance, safety, etc.) 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

  Cost for Cost for   
  RSR non- 
Event members members Total
Waterford Hills 5/26/09 $130 $150 _____ 
Grattan 6/27 & 28/09 $285 $305 _____ 
Waterford Hills 7/21/09 $130 $150 _____ 
Waterford Hills 8/25/09 $130 $150 _____ 
Waterford Hills 9/22/09  $130 $150 _____ 

  Total Enclosed _____ 

• Fee for Grattan includes Saturday night dinner at the track 
• Please include $20 if you wish to bring a guest to dinner 
• Late registration (< 7 days prior to the event) all drivers is an 

extra $50
• Full fee is refundable up to 14 days prior to the event 

• Pre-registration is mandatory
• Instructors contact Christian Maloof track@rsrpca.org)

If you would like to instruct for this event
• Minimum 3 point seat belts. Drivers and passengers must be 

equivalent.
• Helmet must be Snell SA-2000 or SA-2005. (Motorcycle 

helmets are allowed ONLY in the green group ONLY at the  
• May 26 event.) 
• Driver(s) must be at least 18 years of age and have a valid 

driver’s license 
• Long sleeve cotton shirt, cotton pants, and leather or canvas 

shoes
• Tech inspection form must be completed prior to arrival at the 

track. (Inspection may be available at the track for $50) 

Please Note, for Waterford Hills events: 
• Continental breakfast, cold drinks, and lunch are provided 
• Fuel will not be available at the track 

Requirements

Make your check payable to RSR/PCA
Send your payment and this form to: 
 Dan Gaulin - Rally Sport Region Registrar 
 46471 Pinehurst Circle 
 Northville MI 48168

• Registrar – Dan Gaulin (email registrar@rsrpca.org)
 248.921.0400 (p) 6pm-9pm 
• Track Chairman – Christian Maloof  
 (email track@rsrpca.org) 734.424.0818 

Copyright © 2009 Rally Sport Region - PCA 
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Another year of toying with the idea of trying your 
hand at track driving?  Make this the year!      

Drivers’ education events offer the perfect chance for 
car lovers to learn more about performance driving.

What is Drivers’ Education?

Rally Sport Region’s drivers’ education is nothing like 
the driving classes you had in high school (or perhaps 
through the Sears Driving School). RSR’s DEs offer 
you the chance to learn advanced driving techniques 
on a real race track. DEs take place over the course 
of a day or weekend, pairing drivers of all levels with 
certified instructors and allowing them to experience 
driving at speed. Our sessions are a safe and chal-
lenging way for you to experience driving a Porsche 
the way it was meant to be driven. If you love your car 
and have always wanted to learn more about driving 
technique, join us!

When you participate in Rally Sport Region DEs you 
get...

    * An experienced PCA instructor (who in many 
cases is a current or former race driver) assigned to 
you for the duration of the course. You’ll develop a 
relationship that will allow you to apply and refine what 
you learn on and off the track.
    * Two or more classroom sessions covering proper 
driving technique. The classes offer plenty of time to 
ask questions.
    * Four hands-on driving sessions (“runs”) on the 
track. No need to worry about people being faster/
slower than you; you will be assigned to a group ac-
cording to your experience and ability.
    * “Hot Laps”: the option to ride in your instructor’s 
car or have the instructor drive your car at speed.  
This is a great way to see firsthand what a car can do.
    * Breakfast, lunch and beverages are included and 
supervised by RSR Treasurer/chef extraordinaire 
Burghard Linn.
    * If needed, a free loaner helmet.
    * A guaranteed relaxed, collegial and fun atmo-
sphere!

So, if you are ready to explore the capabilities of your 
car join us for one of our Drivers’ Education events.
Complete and submit the form on the facing page or, 
even more conveniently, check out the Rally Sport 
Region website (rsp.pca.org), under the Drivers’ Edu-
cation tab.

2009 DE Schedule

Tue., May 26 at Waterford Hills

Sat.-Sun, June 27-28 at Grattan Raceway

Tue., July 21 at Waterford Hills

Tue., August 25 at Waterford Hills

Tue., September 22 at Waterford Hills

TBD, October weekend at the Tire Rack

Drivers’ Education Season Is Here

Waterford Hills Road Racing 
Course

Grattan Raceway
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E-Mail:  tcpott@gmail.com
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Achtung!!
We are trying to keep all members informed of upcoming 
events and updates via E-mail.  If it is a concern of pri-
vacy that has kept you from sharing information, please 
note: our club does not share or sell your e-mail address 
or personal information to anyone!

Please send your current E-mail address to 
Glenn Trapp 

gtrapper@gmail.com
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For 2009’s Grand-Am Rolex 24 at Daytona champion Joerg 
Bergmeister, the love affair with motorsports began early. 
“Motorsport was a family thing,” Bergmeister tells us. “My 
grandfather was a motorcycle racer and my dad was a very 
successful driver.” Indeed, Joerg’s grandfather was a Sachs 
factory motorcycle driver, and his father raced touring cars. 
“My brother and myself were involved in racing from very 
early in our childhood,” continues Bergmeister—and indeed, 
brother Tim is also a professional sports car driver today.

Like many racing greats before him, Bergmeister’s career 
started when he was aged three, with a Kart under the 
Christmas tree. “It is my earliest memory of [anything related 
to] racing,” he tells us. In 1993, fourteen years after he first 
sat in that kart, he raced and won the Formula Koenig series. 
The Formula Koenig, which ran from 1988 to 2003, was an 
entry level single seater series also notably won by Michael 
Schumacher in 1988.

Bergmeister did not rest on his laurels long. When asked if 
he remembers what the prize was for the Formula Koenig 
victory, he responds, “there was a little bit of prize money, but 
that went straight in the budget for the next year.” This focus 
and commitment has served him well as he has climbed 
higher and higher up the racing ladder, collecting impressive 
victories along the way.

As Bergmeister garnered more attention, he moved quickly 
through the ranks of racing, landing at the prestigious 
Porsche SuperCup (the international racing series support-
ing the FIA Formula One World Championship) organized by 
Porsche AG. The SuperCup, where drivers compete in identi-
cal GT3 Cup cars, is considered by many a true test of driver 
ability.  For Bergmeister, who won the SuperCup in 2001, the 
transition from open wheel racing to the 996 was a natural 
one. “It definitely took a little bit getting used to the cars,” he 
tells us, “but at the end you can transfer a lot from karting to 
open wheel and from there to sportscars.”   

Some observers have noted that there seems to be more 
contact in the SuperCup (vs. Formula One, for example), 
but Joerg disagrees. “Actually, there is not too much contact 
in [the] SuperCup, as the 911 has the radiators right in the 
front bumper, and it is a pretty big risk to push someone 
else,” since without radiators the race is over. That said, in a 
race of equals, every little bit counts, and sometimes a little 
contact can happen. Continues Bergmeister, “in general, my 
rule is if [during a race] someone closes the door twice, the 
3rd time there will be contact,” adding, “but it depends on the 
situation as well. For example, if you are in the running for a 
championship you take less chances.” If used strategically, 
Bergmeister affirms a little pushing can be beneficial: “[push-
ing] is always fun at Hockenheim, on the long straights. After 
the start on the first long straight it is normal to push or be 

pushed down the straight. It is the best way to pass other 
cars!”   

ON BEING A PORSCHE FACTORY DRIVER  

After his 2001 SuperCup victory, Bergmeister got an invita-
tion many young drivers only dream about: the chance to 
test for a Porsche Factory Driver position.  I ask him how this 
incredible opportunity came about, and he says, “after I won 
the SuperCup, Porsche asked me to race in the 24 hours 
of Daytona as a test.”  In his usual humble demeanour, he 
adds, “I was lucky enough to win that race and then was of-
fered a contract.” Talent-not luck-probably had far more to do 
with it. In fact, he not only won the GT class in the Rolex 24 
at Daytona in 2002, but also earned one victory, six podium 
finishes and one pole position in the ALMS GT class that 
year.  

The job of Porsche Factory Driver includes racing for the 
Porsche marque and contributing to the development of 
Porsche race cars, plus, says Joerg, “everything that comes 
along with that.” Perhaps he is referring to the demanding 
travel schedule and the required Porsche Fitness Camps 
used to keep drivers in exceptional physical shape. Recently, 
at a ten day intensive camp on a Spanish island, drivers 
including Joerg worked hard on their power and endurance 
under the direction of a sport medicine specialist.  Because 
physical fitness is such an inherent part of motorsport, it is 
not unusual to see Joerg update his Facebook status with, 
“Joerg Bergmeister is going to boot camp!”

In his capacity as Factory Driver for Porsche, Bergmeister’s 
first assignment was to compete in ALMS under the Alex Job 
Racing team. 

While he has proven his mettle in the American LeMans 
(ALMS) circuit plenty of times, Bergmeister is a diverse 
driver who excels in the GrandAm Rolex Series as well. I 
ask him what the greatest challenge of a race like Daytona 
or Sebring is, and Bergmeister replies, “the biggest thing is 
to concentrate,” adding that it is key to “stay focused and 
make no mistakes even though you are exhausted.” As for 
another legendary endurance race he has also won – the 24 
Heures du LeMans--“the biggest difference is that you are 
only allowed 3 drivers … so it means much more seat time 
for every driver, which I enjoy.”  

We move on to the subject of American vs. European racing. 
Bergmeister says there are few, if any, significant differences 
in racing between continents. “The competition in Europe 
and the U.S.A. is pretty equal, so it takes the same amount 
of preparation,” he says. Likewise, Bergmeister does not 
think there is a general difference between American and 

Porsche Purist’s Great Drivers Series: Joerg Bergmeister
Interview by Christian Maloof, story by Valerie Roedenbeck  -- originally in PorschePurist.com

(Continued on Page 25)
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Feeling that Spring Fever yet…. 

   Services Provided: 
- Independent Porsche® Service & Repair 
- Performance Modifications 
- Suspension & Brake Upgrades 
- Custom 4 Wheel Alignments 
- Porsche® OBD Software 
- Pre-Purchase Inspections 
- FREE  Tech Inspections 
- PCA Club Discounts 

FabSpeed Exhaust Systems

Here our prices are unbeatable, at only $75.00 an hour for quality Porsche Services.  
(Yes, this is not a typo) Mention PCA membership & get even further discounts. 

 
Monthly Special!!!  

1978 – 1989 Porsche 911 Oil Change, $150.00 
We feature Mobil 1, includes oil filter, engine oil, drain plug washers,  

tire pressure adjustment (tax, shop supplies, environmental charges are extra) 

 
Your #1 Porsche Enthusiast Shop 

of Southeast Michigan. 

Phone: 248-549-4016 
Fax: 248-549-4022 

hgilson@gilsonmotorsports.com 
www.GilsonMotorSports.com 

4535 Delemere Blvd. Royal Oak, Mi 48073 
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of a 356 steering wheel in 1952. By the end of 1955, 
the Crest made its initial 
appearance on the exterior.  
It was centered on the lower 
part of the front hood on the 
356. Shortly thereafter, it 
was integrated into the han-
dle of the hood.  The handle 
may not be around any 
longer, but the Coat of Arms 
is still proudly displayed on 
the hood of every Porsche 
vehicle. Starting in 1959, the 
hubcaps also displayed the 

horse, antlers and inscription.  The sparse but well 
placed distribution of the Crest has not changed in 
nearly 50 years.

As for the Coat of Arms 
itself, there is simply 
no reason to consider 
altering it or allowing for 
a more modern design 
to spoil its graphic and 
expressive composition. 
As a result, the Crest 
has changed very little 
over the years.  There 
have been minor chang-
es in its size through 
the years; starting with 
a small emblem, then 
growing larger and finally to the medium size that ap-
pears on the cars today.  The color has also occasion-
ally changed.  A gold background has predominated
throughout the years, although silver was used for 
a few years with certain models.  Some versions of 
the Crest that are used in printed material, brochures 

and correspondence have also 
seen changes. These changes 
were made to update it to cur-
rent standards for better brand 
recognition.

For Porsche fans, whom the 
Crest has attained an iconic 
status, it is inseparable from the 
car itself. The insignia is proudly 
displayed and announces to all; 

“This car represents the most successful sports car 
manufacturer in the history of international sports car 
racing”.
11

The motifs borrowed from the surrounding region, 
state and city have done much over the course of the 
carmaker’s successful history to enhance the image 
of Stuttgart. Many people are now even familiar with a 
famous suburb of Stuttgart (Zuffenhausen) where the 
Porsche factory is located. As it turns out, Porsche is 
now an ambassador and source of good publicity that 
has done a great deal to promote the name of Stut-
tgart all around the world.  

No matter what it is called (the Porsche Crest, Logo, 
Emblem, Badge, Coat of Arms or Wappen), there is 
one thing that everyone can agree on--the small insig-
nia that is placed on the hood, represents the passion 
of the people who build the car and we the owners 
who love to drive them!

(Continued from Page 15)
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CARS FOR SALE

1991 Carrera C4 Cabriolet : 
Black with black interior, 43,855 miles, 5-speed.  This is a 

pristine example of a low mileage Porsche. All original, ex-
cept for the wheels and suspension, which have been 
tastefully upgraded.  There is absolutely no damage, dings, 
dents or stone chips anywhere on this vehicle. The interior is 
equally as impressive. Asking $27,000 OBO. Please contact 
Justin at 734-844-7352 or Email@jcialella@hotmail.com 
(07/09)

1989 911 Carrera Targa:  Black w Tan, 54,400 miles, im-
maculate, 5 speed manual.  Car is in Chicago but photo 
available.  Asking $29,500. Contact Newt Bates at 734-665-
7912 (03/09)

1995  993  “PRISTINE” Sunroof Coupe:   
Only 18,865 miles!  Perfect condition for the selective buyer. 
All original, nothing modified. Midnight Blue with Gray leather 
interior, 6 speed and a few extras.  Email japearn@hotmail.
com for pics.  $38,000 firm.  (03/09)

1973 914 GT conversion - VIN #4732913661, Built by Greg 
Fordall in 2003, chassis stiffing kit; composite flares, rockers 
and valances; 1983 Carrera 3.2 engine rebuilt, Euro DME; 
915 transmission w/ Wevo tail shift; Limited Slip; JRZ 12-way 
adjustable struts; Fikse FM10 forged modular 3pc wheels 
(9x17) with 245/45ZR17 Hoosier tires; Boxster mono-block 

calipers front and rear; and much more.  $22,500 Tom Krue-
ger 313-570-2223 or thomasjkrueger@gmail.com

1986 Porsche 911 Carrera Coupe:  Black/black.  Runs 
and shifts excellent.  Top end rebuild and more done 8000 
miles ago.  $18,995.  Contact Michael at 810-635-7767 or 
pillayyu@msu.edu (11/08)

PARTS FOR SALE

Tires:  A set of Michelin Latitude Tour HP’s 255/55 R18’s 
Approx. 10,000 miles use left.  Free to good home.  Call Sue 
248-425-6981 (06/09)

Parting out a 1967 Porsche 912 – Cheap!  902 Transaxle, 
4 corners of suspension and brakes (914 upgrade?), pair of 
axle assemblies, generator and stand for 912 engine, rear 
glass, IROC whale tail, gauges, wiper motor assembly, both 
doors with glass and regulators, opening rear quarter win-
dows, front fenders, hood, non-sunroof roof, and torque tube.  
No engine or interior panels – Call for additional parts.  Peter 
Maehling, Cell 734-446-4327 (06/09)

1976 914 Body  Shell:  (in primer), less than 2000 miles 
(recovered stolen vehicle, no title)  on this body makes it 
ideal for a ground-up restoration or a 914 based track  car. 
Minor repair work required to right rear wheel opening.  Also  
included: one 911 2.7L engine, three 901 (914) transmissions 
(1 tail  shifter, 2 side shifters) and many boxes of 914 parts.  
All for  $4000.00.  Negotiable, will separate, make offers.  
Contact: Gary  Starin  248-887-2524 (04/09)

Set of 4 (’05 – ’06) 911 19” OEM 997 Lobster claw wheels 
(1 slightly scraped)..$800.  Set of 4 Boxster (’97 – ’04)  16” 
OEM 996 Wheels with Dunlop Winter tires  9/32” tread 
(less than 1,000 miles)..$600.
Carrera Hard Top:  purpleish/blue I don’t think its ever been 
outside – like new.   $600.  E-mail for pictures/ Porsche part 
numbers. Phil at phillip2@mindspring.com, cell 313 912 6216 
(04/09)

911 / 944 Kumho V700 Victoracer tires mounted on factory 
Porsche ATS cookie cutter wheels (911.361.023):  1 pair 
6JX15 front wheels with 205/50ZR15 tires; 1 pair 7JX15 rear 
wheels with 225/50ZR15 tires; wheels  straight and in good 
condition; tires used only one weekend (>50%
> remaining); $485 for the set. Email for photos. Contact 
Hannes at Hfuchs@twmi.rr.com (09/08)

CLASSIFIED ADS

(Continued From Page 21)
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OTHER ITEMS FOR SALE

FOR SALE: Two, Tandem Car Hauler Trailers (Steel).  One 
a little heavier duty than the other.  Asking $1,500.00 and 
$1,200.00.  Must Sell.  Make offers.  Contact: Gary Starin at 
248-887-2524 (05/09)

1994 Harley Dyna Wide Glide:  17k miles, high perf. 
engine, many spare parts, complete set of extra tins, bike 
trailer, and powder coated rims. $9,970/ or best offer (Need 
to sell so I can  buy a Porsche.)  Contact Matt Huber at 810-
225-8372 or zdmhuber@yahoo.com (03/09)

To place your classified ad in The Bahn Stormer 
please contact:

Mike O’Rear -  Bahnstormer@rsrpca.org
(Put “Bahn Stormer Ad” in the subject line.) 

or call Mike at 734-214-9993

Non-members will be charged $5.00/quarter.
Ads more than six months old may be removed un-

less resubmitted.

European drivers; “there are just differences between each 
and every driver.” However, says Bergmeister, there is a 
little difference between American and European racetracks: 
“most of the tracks in the U.S. are a little more physical due 
to bumps.” 

THE FLYING LIZARDS

In 2007, Bergmeister joined the illustrious Flying Lizard 
Motorsport team. “I was re-assigned by Porsche and they 
placed me at the Lizards, which I was really happy about,” 
he says. The Sonoma, California racing team was founded 
in 2003 by team principal (and driver of the No. 44 Porsche) 
Seth Neiman. The team is based in Sonoma, California at 
Infineon Raceway. Since 2004, its first year competing, the 
team has finished in the top three spots in the ALMS GT2 
team and drivers’ championships. In 2008, with Joerg and 
Wolf Henzler piloting the no.45 car, the team won both the 
ALMS GT2 drivers’ and team championships. 

I ask about the challenge of balancing his own ambitions 
with those of his team as a whole?  Although Bergmeister 
and Long clearly enjoy working with one another, they are 
physically different—Bergmeister is quite tall at over six feet 
tall—and this requires compromise in car setup. To Berg-
meister, compromise is an inherent part of teamwork. “Bal-
ancing one’s ambitions is a key point, especially on set-up. 
It helps to find a compromise and not just the best setup for 
yourself.” Always the consummate team player, Bergmeister 
doesn’t think long when asked to name a favorite teammate.  

“I have been teamed with so many great guys that it is hard to 
pick a single name,” adding that he prefers to stay focused on 
doing his job as part of a team.  “The goal is to beat everyone 
else,” he asserts, “[then] we have done our job.” 

THE ADVENTURE CONTINUES

Over the last decade, Bergmeister has been behind the wheel 
of many different cars including the Rolex GT spec GT3 Cup, 
various Daytona Prototypes (DP) and the Porsche 911GT3 
RSR. All experiences have been enjoyable and challenging, 
Bergmeister tells us. “The cars are different, but it usually 
takes only a couple of laps to get used to the other car again.” 
In fact, “the driving style for both the DP and RSR cars is fairly 
similar. The [Daytona Prototype] has more downforce and the 
RSR has more mechanical grip.” 

While victory has certainly not been elusive for Joerg 
Bergmeister, one year in particular stands out. “2006 was a 
special year for me,” he says; “winning 2 championships in 
one year is something that does not happen too often!” He is, 
of course, referring to the Daytona Prototype championship 
(with victories at Watkins Glen, Daytona and Barber), where 
he never finished lower than 9th in 14 races.  Add to that the 
ALMS GT2 championship, and you can see why ’06 stands 
out in Bergmeister’s mind.

In 2009, the sixth consecutive ALMS season for the Flying 
Lizards, Bergmeister will be teaming up with American Patrick 
Long. He and Long have worked together before, winning the 
GT2 category at the prestigious 24 Heures of LeMans(along 
with Sascha Maasen) in 2004.  The 2009 ALMS season 
spans 10 races throughout North America. The season kicks 
off in March with the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring and 
concludes with the season finale at Laguna Seca on October. 
 As he embarks on another promising year behind the wheel 
Joerg’s family – wife Danielle and their little girl Lucy – stand 
behind him.  I ask him how he would feel if his daughter were 
to show interest in racing, and he responds, “if she wants, 
we will start go-karting like her cousin already does,” adding, 
“then we will see what happens.” If she’s anything like her 
Dad, keep your eyes open for yet another Bergmeister on the 
podiums around 2030!

(Continued From Page 21)

Photo from Porsche NA
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Rally Sport Region’s third Driver’s Education event of 
the year was held on Tuesday, July 21 at Waterford 
Hill Race Track.  Twenty-seven students showed up 
along with 12 instructors.  

While occasionally looking a little threatening, the 
weather cooperated offering a cool and dry track for 

the entire day.

Thanks to Mike Metzler, who filled in admirably for 
Track Chairperson Christian Maloof, and to Jennifer 
McNalley, who again made sure the track registration 
process was efficient and thorough.   

Waterford Hills Drivers’ Education

There has got to be an engine 
somewhere in this thing!

What would a track day be 
without a few field repairs?

Safety Chairperson John Melvin ex-
plaining to a skeptical Jim Christopher 
the advantages of using all four wheels 
(see below).

Elliot Wagenheim adds oil to his 
944 Turbo.

Porsche Club of America
Rally Sport Region -- Board Meeting

July Meeting Cancelled Due To Attendance Issues

Photos by 
Mike O’Rear

RSR Member Lynda Mammel celebrates her 
first solo session at Grattan.  
(Photo courtesy of professional photographer 
Kathryn Rapier (www.kathrynrapier.net))
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2009 Rally Sport Region Officers
President

Patrick Jeski  *
734-878-2747
Pinckney 48169
president@rsrpca.org

Vice President
Peter Maehling  *
810-220-8413
Brighton 48114
pmaehling@provide.net

Goodie Store Chairperson
Jim Christopher
248-627-8655
Ortonville 48462
gooddna@comcast.net

Advertising Chairperson
Owen Balduf  *
734-395-3087
Dexter 48130
owenb2rock@aol.com

Membership Chairperson
Glenn Trapp 
810-227-7854
Brighton  48114 
gtrapper@gmail.com 

Treasurer
Burghard Linn 
810-227-1223
Brighton 48116
Burghard.linn@gmail.com

Secretary
Mary Ann Kantrow
734-998-1403
Ann Arbor  48105
mkantrow@peoplepc.com

Tech Chairperson
Jim Dunham  
734-451-1288
Plymouth 48170
boxersix@aol.com

Track Registrar
Dan Gaulin *
248-921-0400
Northville 48167
registrar@rsrpca.org

Track Chairperson
Christian Maloof 
734-424-0818
Dexter 48130
christianmaloof@hotmail.com

Safety Chairperson
John Melvin 
734-665-8912 
Ann Arbor 48103
tandelta@earthlink.net

Insurance Chairperson
Al Gaulin
586-899-5080
Clarkston 48346
mg2139@aol.com

Archivist / Historian
Joe Lile 
313-274-3091
Dearborn 48124
J.lile@sbcglobal.net

Bahn Stormer Editor
Mike O’Rear *
734-214-9993
Ann Arbor 48103
Mike8177@att.net

Webmistress
Valarie Roedenbeck
312-342-8222
Ann Arbor 48104
webmaster@rsrpca.org

Events Committee
Sally Free:  stewartjfree@comcast.net
Sue Sarin:  sueatcape@msn.com

Board Members
Jack Dunlap *
810-231-2872
Hamburg 48139
jldatshannon@sbcglobal.net

Tom Krueger  *
313-570-2223
Sterling Heights 48313
ThomasJKrueger@gmail.com

Ulf Maier  *
734-368-0205
Ann Arbor 48105
ulfmaier@sbcglobal.net

Rick Mammel *
248-442-9008
Novi 48375
Metalworks@Ameritech.net

Board Members at Large
Fran Lanciaux
419-481-4444
Grand Rapids, OH  43522
Fran@commercialcomfort.com

Leonard Murz 
248-342-5764
St. Clair 48054
Lmurz@sbcglobal.net

Zone 4 Rep
Roy Wilkinson
Akron, Ohio
rwilk5@sbcglobal.net

* Denotes Board Member
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